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TAUNTON RURAL DISTRICT.

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF, 1937.

Medical Officer of Health and Medical Superintendent of the
Taunton Joint Isolation Hospital and Somerset County Council
T'uberculosis Sanatorium, Taunton:

R. o V. Kixg, M.R.C.8., L.R.C.P., D.P.H,
Telephone: Taunton 3389.

Samstary Inspector:
R. H. Garpxer, C.R.8.1.
Address: 10 Priorswood Road, Taunton.

Additsonal Sanitary Inspector:
E. G. Payxg, C.R.8.1. (appt. Feb., 1936)
Address: ‘ Ellerslie,”” Greenway Crescent,

Taunton.

Matron, Isolation Hospital and Tuberculosis Sanatorium:
Miss M. Miuxer, S.R.N.
Address: Taunton Isclation Hospital,
Cheddon Road.
Telephone: Taunton 2396,

Clerk to the Counesl:
P. O. Cowrisaaw, Mary Street House, Taunton.

Telephone: Taunton 2285.



TAUNTON RURAL DISTRICT.

Statistics for the Year 1937.

Area (in acres) 2 70,675
Estimate of Resident Population, mid-year 1937 16,580
No. of inhabited houses according to the Rate Books
on December 31st, 1937 4,763
Rateable Value—December 31st, 1937 ... ; £77,784
Sum represented by a Penny Rate, 31st March, 1937 £523
Extracts from the Vital Statistics of the Year,
Live Births :—
Total M. F,. 7
Legitimate 189 01 08 | Birth Rate per
Illegitimate 11 5 6 1,000 of the esti-
 mated resident
200 96 104 population 12.06
lﬂ-nta per 1,000
Still Births 4 3 1 total (live and
J still) births 19.6
Death Rate per
Deaths S8 8T 105 L tr!:;git
population 12.18

Deaths from Puerperal eauses (Headings 29 and 30 of the
Registrar-General's Short List) :(—

Deaths.  Rate per 1,000 total
) (live & still) births.
No. 29. Puerperal Sepsis — —
No. 30. Other Puerperal causes 2 .80
Total 2 9.80
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age:—
Total Infant Deaths 11
All Infants per 1,000 live births 55.0
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate ]ne bnths 33.0

Illegltlmate Infants per 1,000 1ller-mumh} live blrths Nil.,
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Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

= ,»  Measles (all ages) ...

i s Whooping Cough (all uﬂes.'_}
Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) ...

The rates for the area may be compared with the rates for
England and Wales in the following table; the local crude death
rate has been multiplied by the faector 0.79 supplied by the
Registrar-General to make this rate strictly comparable with that

of England and Wales.

England

& Wales,
Live birth rate per 1,000 population ... 14.9
Btill birth rate ,, ,, N 0.6
Death rate " 12.4

Infant mortality rate per 18 000 live births  58.0

Maternal mortality rate per 1,000 live births :—

(a) Puerperal Sepsis ... 0.97
(b) Other causes 2.26
Total 3.23

Infant Mortality during 1937,

Taunton
R.D.
12.06

0.24
9.62
GHRL

S

=
a0
=

The following table gives the causes and ages at death of the

infants who died under one year of age :—

| ' | '3 L T
= 'tsu-. - = L = a
== 5 - e, o
Sy ERE s IE3 2232|9558
Cause of Death. £8 :;mﬁggagr:g;g mg 25|55
.--I El fE* 8™E gEloE EH
. W [T |, e e R
Broncho-Pneumonia — | = J — | === |- 1|— 1] 1
Asphyxia Livida ... 1 |— = |=|1|=|=|=|—-]1
Prematurity | 1 |— | 1] 1 31 |—=|—|— 4
Birth Injury [ 1| = |—= | = 1 l—=|—]|— |—= 1
Volvulus MRS [ T ) e 1l e PR e — 1
Meningitis e e [ R ‘ S | ] | e 1
Congenital Heart Disease] 1 | — | — | e 1
Congcmtﬂl Malformation| — | — | — { [ N e e e e |
| R R [ o [ S
| | |
Toracrs 41-—-‘,1‘2 | e e LR
B il

!
1

b
1
i
|
i
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Causes of Death during 1937,

Cause of Death M. F. Total
All causes 97 1056 202
Influenza s 8 7 15
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 2 1 3
Other Tuberculosis 1 2 3
G.P.1I. and tabes, ete. ... 1 — 1
Cancer 11 21 32
Diabetes : 1 a 4
Cerebral Hemorrhage, ete. 6 2 8
Heart Disease 21 20 41
Aneurysm . — 1 1
Other eirculatory disease 10 3 13
Bronchitis 1 3 4
Pneumonia (all forms) : 5 3 8
Other respiratory disease 1 1 2
Peptiec Uleer 4 1 5
Appendieitis : 1 — 1
Disease of Liver ... 1 — 1
Other digestive disease ; 3 2 5
Acute and chronie nephritis ... : 2 3 5
Other puerperal disease (not sepsis) ... —- 2 2
Congenital debility, premature birth, ete. 6 3 9
Senility 2 10 12
Suicide : 2 - 2
Other violence ... 3 6 9
Other defined disease ... 5 11 16
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General Provision of Health Services for the Area.

The Hospitals, Clinies, Treatment Centres, ete., available for
the inhabitants of the area were described in the Report for the
vear 1930. No changes have occurred since then.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

It is satisfactory to report that during the year 1937 much
progress was made in supplying several Parishes with a piped
water supply, and the following schemes which were under con-
sideration in 1936 were completed :—

(1) A supply from a spring at Westleigh is pumped to
a reservoir of 40,000 gallons capacity, and by gravitation reaches
various parts of the Parishes of Lydeard St. Lawrence and
Combe Florey. As there is ample water here, a scheme is under
consideration to extend this supply to the Parishes of Ash Priors
and Halse, which are at present supplied from wells (a number
of which are of doubtful purity) and from streams subject to

pollution.

(2) A supply is now piped, from the Taunton Corpor-
ation Waterworks, to the Parishes of Norton Fitzwarren, Creech
St. Michael, Ruishton, West Monkton, Thornfaleon, Cheddon
Fitzpaine, and the Mental Hospital at Cotford in the Parish of

Bishops Lydeard.

A large number of samples of water were taken during the
year for analysis by the County Analyst. The public supplies
owned by the Council, namely, Bickenhall, Cothelestone,
Bagborough and Lydeard St. Lawrence supplies, were all found
to be satisfactory. In addition, 65 samples from 57 wells were
analysed and it is unsatisfactory to report that 45 of the wells
were more or less unfit for drinking purposes and, furthermore,
that 17 wells supplying Council houses were unsatisfactorily
reported upon.

The following action was taken:—24 wells were closed and
public supplies laid on; 12 wells were repaired, and cleansed with
chloros, the second samples giving good results; 4 wells have
been similarly treated, but second samples had not been taken
at the end of the year; 3 wells are in an area where a piped
supply is being considered; 2 wells were closed as being surplus
to needs,
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Drainage and Sewerage.

A seheme to sewer the village portion of Ccmbe Florey and
to erect a disposal plant has matured, and works were to
commence in 1938. The resewering of the village of Bishops
Lydeard and the construction of disposal works will be the
subject of an Inquiry by the Minister of Health early in 1938.
In the Parish of Bishops Hull, the large extensions to the sewers
and reconstruction of the sewage disposal works were completed
during the year.

The continued inerease in the number of Parishes supplied
with piped water will inevitably lead to modern demands for
flush water closets and baths in these areas, and, as a result,
further schemes for sewerage and disposal works will have to be
considered. Ruishton and Creech St. Michael are two Parishes
which should be considered for this purpose.

Public Cleansing,

During the year, the Council have formulated a Scheme for
the Collection and Disposal of Household Refuse from the
following Parishes: Corfe, Pitminster, Ruishton, Creech §St.
Michael, Bagborough, Kingston, Bishops Lydeard, Ash Priors
and Halse. The scheme was to commence in 1938. Four
Parishes, namely Bishops Hull, Trull, Norton Fitzwarren and
Kingston, dispose of their refuse by voluntary schemes.

Sanitary Inspection of the area.

The following tabular statement is furnished by the Sanitary

Inspectors under Article 27 (18) Sanitary Officers (Outside
London) Regulations, 1935 :—

Number and nature of inspections during the year:—

Dwelling houses I
Slaughter houses ... i, 001
Bakehouses ... 31
Other premises where fc:nod is prepared or

sold 6
Dairies, Cowsheds and M]lhshopﬂ s B0
Places where animals are kept [n::ther than

Cowsheds) vt 5
Infectious Disease enqmrles and disinfec-

tions, ete. i 23
Factories, Workshops and Wf:rrkplacea TR |
Mmce]]aneuua =y =iy i ave 54
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Number of Notices served during the year:—

Informal Notices ... SR

Statutory Notices ... —
Result of service of Notices :—

Total Notices complied with A /|

Notices standing over at end of 1937 ... —

Shops.

Under the provisions of Sec. 13 (3) of the Shops Act, 1934,
relating to Ventilation and Temperature of Shops and to Sanitary
Conveniences, 110 visits have been made to the 73 shops in the
area. Two Notices were served for the repair, etc., of sanitary
conveniences, and these were complied with.

Smoke Abatement,

No action has been found necessary to be taken under See.
101 of the Public Halth Act, 1936.

Swimming Baths and Pools,

There are none in the area, public or private. Their super-
vision is now possible under Seecs. 92, 259 and 287 of the Public
Health Act, 1936.

Schools.

The sanitary condition and water supply of Schools in the
area are satisfactory. The Medical Officer of Health visits the
Schools and inspeets the scholars on the occurrence of such
diseases as Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria. He is notified by the
School Teachers of all cases of Infectious Diseases occurring in
their Schools, and thus there is complete co-operation for
preventing the spread of these diseases. The recent proposal of
Eduecation Authorities to eentralise Schools in Uuban areas will
not be in the interest of children living in Rurul areas, in so far
as it is probable that there will be a tendency to introduce more
infectious diseases into the Rural Distriets.

Legislation in Force,

A list of Acts, ete., adopted by the Couneil was fully set out
in the Report for 1933. Proposals to make new building bye-
laws under Sec. 69 of the Public Health Act, 1936, are under
consideration,
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HOUSING.

The particulars given below are in the form required

annually by the Minister of Health —

I. Inspeection of Dwelling-houses during the year:—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) ... .

(b) Number of inspections made for this purpose

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
Sub-head (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925

(b) Number of inspections made for this purpose
8) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
g

so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those

referred to under the preceding Sub-head) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation

II. Remedy of defects during the year without service
of formal notices i —

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the local
Authority or their Officers ...

III. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year:—

A. Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16
of the Housing Aect, 1936:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
I'E‘,pﬂll'ﬂ- IR LS - Ew LY

419
618

244
244

146
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(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal
notices :—
(a) By owners 't —
(b) By local ﬂuthmlty in default- of
Owners —
B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served re-quiring
defects to be remedied —
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in whmh
defects were remedied after service of
formal notices :—
(a) By Owners —
(b) By local huthorltﬁr in -:iefault nf
Owners : —
C. Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936:—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made .. 7
(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished
in pursuance of Demolition Orders 2
D. Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing
Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in resp&ct of which Closing
Orders were made . —
(2) Number of aeparate tenempnts or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement
or room having been rendcred fit —
IV. Housing Act, 1986—Part IV.—Overcrowding :—
(a) (1) Number of dwelling-houses over-
crowded at the end of the vear 92
(2) Number of families dwelling therein 22
(8) Number of persons dwelling therein 143
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(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding

reported during the year vy —

(¢) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding
relieved during the year ... A 18

(2) Number of persons concerned in
such cases ta 180

(d) Particulars of any cases in which
dwelling-houses have again become over-
crowded after the Local Authority have
taken steps for the abatement of over-
crowding ... -

(e) Any other particulars with respect fo
overcrowding conditions upon which the
Medical Officer of Health may consider
it desirable to report s —

Number of new houses erected during the Year:—
(1) By Local Authority—
With Btate Assistance—

(a) Rehousing under Housing Act, 1936 4
(b) Overcrowding —
(e) Other . —
Without State ﬂamstance —

(2) By other bodies or persons—
(a) With State Assistance e -
(b) Without State Assistance ... 60

The position with regard to the number of dwelling-houses
built or in course of erection by the Counecil up to December 31st,
1937, is as follows :—

Built under 1919 Aect ... 5
7 . 1924 ,, 1
L] R ] 1935 Y]

55

Total

|51

and in course of erection under the 1936 Act 80
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Full particulars of the Council's activities with regard to
Slum Clearance were given on pages 9, 10 and 11 of the Annual
Report for 1936. The Housing Act, 1936, came into force on the
1st January, 1937; it consolidates the Housing Acts, 1925 to
1935. The section dealing with Slum Clearance is No. 25, and
that dealing with individual Demolition Orders is No. 11.

By the end of the year, the Parishes in which new houses
under the Housing Act, 1936, were being built were as follows :—
Norton Fitzwarren 20, Creech St. Michael 16, North Curry 18,
Ruishton 12, Stoke St. Gregory 4, West Monkton 14.

Housing (Rural Workers) Acts, 1926 and 1935.

Under the above Acts applications in respect of 39 houses
(eompared with 61 during 1936) were received and considered
during the year. The results are as follows:—Two houses have
been completed; nine applications are having plans prepared;
nine houses are being re-conditioned without the aid of the grant;
fifteen applications are in abeyance; four applications have been
refused on acecount of the income of the owners being over the
stipulated amount.

Of the 18 applications reported in 1936 as materialising, nine
houses have been completed, seven are still in abeyance, and two
houses have been sold for demolition because the sites were
required for purposes other than housing.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Milk Supply.

The usual routine work with regard to safeguarding the milk

supply has been carried out. This includes the inspection of
farms and dairies, examination of samples for bacterial content

and for tubercle bacilli, and the administration of the Milk and
Dairies Order, 1926, and the Milk (Special Designations) Order,
1936.

No legal action was necessary during the year.

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926,

The Registers which have to be kept under this Order show
as follows :—

Number of Producers on the Register ... SR
Number of Distributors on the Register dmdpd as follows :—
(a) Distributors only ... ; : 12

(b) Distributors who are also Produgus 26



14 MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT, 1937.

e e = —

The above figures show a large difference from last year; this
is due to a careful revision of the Register, and in consequence
a number of names of producers were removed because they had
left the distriet or given up milk production. For the purposes
of the Veterinary Inspection of Cattle, lists of retail and whole-
sale producers have been sent to the County Medical Officer of
Health. During the year 306 inspections were made to milk
premises, and the following summary shows the work done :—

No. of Registered Premises s T 888
No. of Inspections to these il BB
No. of new sheds and floors obtained ... 39
No. of new sterilising and cooling plants obtained 5
No. of samples of milk taken e iS4

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936.

A brief explanation of this Order was given in the Report
for 1936.

The following Licences issued by the County Counecil are in
foree in the Distriet :—

Tuberculin Tested producers 9
Aceredited producers 14

In addition, there is one Supplementary Licence issued by the
Loeal Authority for the sale of Pasteurised Milk in the Distriet
but whieh is not produced therein.

The analysis of the 134 samples of milk taken and examined
by the County Bacteriologist is as follows:—

| No. of : No. found | No. found

Dresigndijon Samples taken satisfactory. unsatisfactory.
| St e
Tuberculin Tested 54 ' 42 : 12
Accredited el a7 _ 32 15
Examined for tubercle bacilli ...! 33 32 1

e - |

134 106 28

The one gample in the above table reported on as econtaining
tuberele baecilli was not from Tubereulin Tested or Accredited
Herds,
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Tuberculosis Order, 1925.

Nine cows had to be slaughtered during the year under this
Order, and one of the nine slaughtered was the result of milk
sampling.

Meat and other Foods.

The usual routine inspections of meat and of slaughterhouses
were carried out under the Public Health (Meat Regulations),
1924-1935.

No legal action was necessary to be taken during the year.
There are 33 licensed slaughterhouses in the Distriet, to which
the Sanitary Inspectors made 391 visits. No proceedings were
taken under Sect. 117, Public Health Aet, 1875. Under the
Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, the Humane Killer is in use in
the Distriet (Sect. 1) and slaughtermen are licensed by the
Loeal Authority (Sect. 3).

A great deal of the meat inspected by the Sanitary
Inspectors is destined for the London markets, and their care and
vigilance has prevented the return of carcases as unfit for human
consumption, with the usual legal proceedings.

The following Table shows the results of meat inspections
for the year :—
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S e

Carcases Inspected and Condemned.

Cattle i Sheep
'excluding Cows. | Calves. and | DPigs.
| Cows. | Lambs. |
Number killed (if known) — — — — -—
= I — | e | | . | S ———
Number inspected L 112 | 286 782 769
All diseases except
Tuberculosis.
Whole carcases , .
condemned ... —_ | == 2 9 32
|
. !' e et i
Carcases of which some i
part or organ was con-| ‘I ' ;
demned .i 11 16 |1 Te=icb) B A48
i | |
| | ‘ | !
Percentage of the number | ! |
inspected affected with | ' | !
disease  other than ;
Tuberculosis ... ...| 4.9 143 | 07 2.04 22.6

mar |

|
Tuberculosis only. ‘ |
Whole carcases |
condemned ... ol 2 2 —
Carcases of which some , |
part or organ was con- ' | ' .
demned - . 8 20 | — | == | 130
Percentage of the numbnrl ! , .
inspected affected mth : !
Tuberculosis ... ‘ 45 | 186 | — | — | 20.9

Bakehouses.

There are 21 bakehouses in the District; 31 inspeetions were
made to them. Seventeen bakehouses now draw their water
supply from public mains, compared with eleven in 1936; four
are supplied from wells and springs, the water from which on
analysis has been found to be satisfactory.

The Chemical and Baeteriological examination of food under
suspicion can be carried out at the County Laboratory. It was
not found necessary to send any samples for analysis.
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Inspention ul Fﬂ(‘-tﬂl‘lﬂﬁ, Wnrkshnps and Workplaces.

Premises.

(1)

Factories

(Including Fﬂctor:,r Lﬂundnts] 3

Workshops

(Including "jf;'urkshnp Lauudncs}

Workplaces

———— e ———————————— ——

(Other than . butWﬂrkEI‘B pwm:&es} _

ToTaL

a —r = =
e e e —

| Number of
i S Written | Occupiers
Inspections.|  Notices. | prosecuted.

M
ey i

72 4 0

20 &
[Sge 9 0

2.—Defects found in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

Particulars.

(1) iy

Nulsances wunder the
Public Health Acls:—
Want of cleanliness ...
Want of ventilation ...
Overcrowding ...
Want of dramage of
floors ...
Other nulsances
Sanitary accommodation--
Insufficient, unsuitable,
defective, not s-:parate
for sexes
Offences under tha Fan-
tory & Workshop Acts:
Illegal occupation of un-
derground bakehouses

(5. 101) 3
Other offences ...
ToTtaL

N urnlmr of Defects

Ho oo™

T

(3)

o 90w

Remedied.

Number of
oflences in
respect to
Refoerred which
to H.M. Prosvcu-
Insvector, | tions were
instituted.
(4) (5)
0 - 0
0 | 0
0 0
0 i 0
0 0
o 0
0 : 0
0 | 0
0 0

—

—

No action was necessary to be taken withregard to smoke abatement
and there are no offensive trades.
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-

Outwork in Unwholesome Premises.

Six cases of glove-making in unwholesome premises were
found during the year, and they were as follows :(—

Overerowded house ... 1
Houses dealt with under ‘%eet 11 Crf the Hr::u_ismnr

Act, 1936 e 1
Houses dealt with undu E:m::t 25 uf the Hm:smﬂ

Act, 1936 4

Prevalence of, and Control over, Infectious Diseases.

The total number of cases of notifiable Infeetious Diseases,
not including Tuberculosis, was 46. The Table below specifies
the diseases, age distribution, and number of cases admitted to
Hospital :—

No. of Cases Notified.

Disease. At Ages—Years. g2
=8
At -
all  0-1 1.5 5-1515-25 25-45 45-65 65 up zﬂ s

_ [Ames. A

|
Scarlet Fever ... i | 9 — 2 4 1 2 - - 5
Diphtheria ok an T — - 5 2 - —= — 7
Puerperal Pyrexia .. | 4 — — — 1 G S S —
Er]rﬂlpelaﬂ' R EE 14 R - s —— 5‘ T 2 ——
Enteric Fever l — — — l - — — 1
Ophthalmia Neonatorum | 2 2 - - = = = = 1
Pneumonia e | 8 —  — 1 — 2 4 2 | —

||
ToTAL e | 46 = & o e 1g 11 4 | 14

|

As the District is one of the constituent Authorities forming
the Taunton and District Joint Isolation Hospital Board, a
summary of the cases treated therein and the Annual Report of
the Medical Superintendent, are attached to the end of this
Report. From this it will be noted that, owing to building
operations at the Hospital, aceommodation was limited, and a
certain number of cases were, in consequence, treated in the
Isolation Hospital at Shepton Mallet. Those from the Taunton
Rural Distriet were :—=Becarlet Fever 3, Diphtheria 2, Diphtheria
Carrier 1, and Enterie Fever 1,
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Tuberculosis.

The Tuberculosis Register shows that at the end of the year
there were residing in the Distriet 90 cases of Pulmonary Tuber-
culosis and 49 cases of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

No action had to be taken under the Public Health
(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, relating to
persons suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis employed in the
milk trade, or under Sect. 172 of the Public Health Aect, 1936,
relating to the ecompulsory removal to hospital of persons
suffering from tuberculosis.

Nine new cases of pulmonary and 3 new cases of non-
pulmonary tuberculosis were notified during the year. The
age and sex distribution of these cases and the number of deaths
oceurring during the year are set out in the following Table, as
required by the Ministry of Health —

New Cases. Deaths.

Ages in Years. Resp'tory. | Non-Resp. | Resp'tory. | Non-Resp.
M. B 0 Fae eNE | oM R
0—1 il i ) e | Rl
1—5 ||| S B e R o 1
10 — 15 1| === =} =1 =
15 — 20 _— = | =] = 1 - | = | —
20 — 25 I R el Bt el e
95 35 2 1 — | - 1| — 1 | —
35 — 45 1 e | 1 i L =iess
45 — 55 — 2 1| = — 1| — | —
55 — 65 — = e e L i o (i
65 and up —_ —_ - | = -] — —
5 4 2 1 3 g | 1

Prevention of Blindness.

The Loeal Authority have no special arrangement of their
own, under Section 176 of the Public Health Aet, 1936, for
assisting in the prevention and treatment of blindness. Cases of
Ophthalmia Neonatorum are promptly notified to the applicable
department of the County Council, and thereby obtain early
treatment, if necessary in the Isolation Hospital. Two cases of
the disease were notified during the year, one of whom required
Hospital treatment owing to its severity; this infant was cured
without any corneal opacities and no loss of vision,



20 MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT, 1937.

TAUNTON & DISTRICT JOINT ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

Annual Report of the Medical Superintendent for 1937.

A detailed summary of the cases treated at the Isolation
Hospital during 1937 is appended. This does not represent the
Board’s total responsibility, for owing to building operations
during the year, a number of patients had to be evacuated and
by special arrangement a number admitted from the Board’s
area to Shepton Mallet Isolation Hospital. The transfer of 3
cases of Secarlet Fever and 4 cases of Diphtheria took place on
April 22nd, and from that date to November 15th the number of
admissions to Shepton Mallet Isolation Hospital from the Board’s
area was 31, the cases being: Secarlet Fever 15, Diphtheria 14,
Enteric Fever 1, and Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1, making a total
of 38 cases treated there and representing 1,595 patient days.
In addition, 3 cases pf Secarlet Fever, representing 63 patient
days, also from the Board’s area, were admitted to Axbridge
Isolation Hospital owing to lack of accommodation at Shepton
Mallet. The Board’s arrangements worked very smoothly with
the Hospital Authorities concerned and it was fortunate that the
Board's new motor ambulance made the transport of patients
comfortable and without ineident over such a large mileage to
the Hospitals and, on discharge, back to the patients’ homes.
The Board were able to loan some of the nurses for duty
at Shepton Mallet.

The extensions to the Hospital and administration bloek had
not been completed by the end of the year. The scheme when
complete will provide for an extension to No. 1 Pavilion for eight
beds, a cubicle block of 10 cubicles and, conterminous with it, a
block of 3 beds for Puerperal Pyrexia cases at the North end,
and an operating theatre with sterilising room at the South end.
Another block of new buildings consists of an up-to-date
Laundry, Boiler house, Steam Disinfector, Mortuary and
Garage. A Porter’s Lodge has been built and large extensions
made to the Administration Block, consisting of 17 single bed-
rooms, 4 bath rooms, nurses’ dining room and sitting room,
common room for the domestic staff and new domestic offices.
The old domestie offices have been converted into an adminis-
tration office and Dispensary. A large amount of work is also
being done to renovate the old portions of the Hospital and in
making good roads and paths,
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It is satisfactory to report that out of the 91 admissions, i.e.,
57 to Taunton Isolation Hospital, 31 to Shepton Mallet and 3 to
Axbridge Isolation Hospitals, there were no deaths.

The Matron and her Staff have, as usual, ecarried out their
duties most efficiently and it was entirely due to the organising
ability of the Matron, through whom admissions to other
Hospitals had to be arranged, that this work was done with the
least amount of trouble to all concerned.
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