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HEALTH SERVICES
Administered in Taunton M.B. by the Somerset County Council

Ante-Natal Clinic.

The blood test clinic for ante-natal cases is now held on the
first and third Mondays in each month.

At these clinics a few ante-natal cases who have not booked a
doctor to attend them are also seen.

The Clinic is staffed by the district midwives who see their own
booked cases on second, fourth and fifth Mondays.

Hospital booked cases (Canon Street Maternity Home and
Musgrove Park Hospital) usually attend ante-natal clinics at those
hospitals and their own doctors.

Mothercraft Classes.

These are held in the Health Centre weekly with a short break
each series of seven talks.

Classes for relaxation exercises and talks by a doctor, a health
visitor or a midwife are given each time.

There is an average attendance of 25 to 30—slightly higher
during the winter months.

The number attending has so increased that it has become
necessary to divide into two groups, the talks being given to each
group in turn while the other group is having relaxation exercises.

Premature Baby Service.

In addition to the arrangements for the care of full-time
children a special service is provided for premature infants. If
there is a risk that a child will be born after less than 37 or 38 weeks’
gestation, arrangements are made for the admission of the expectant
mother to go to Musgrove Park Hospital where special facilities are
available and special equipment is prvided where necessary.

Small or premature babies unsuitable for nursing at home are
admitted to that Unit from the district and a special nygenam:.
incubator arrives by ambulance to collect them.
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If premature babies born at home can be nursed there, the
district midwife can obtain special equipment for this and advice, if
required, from the Area Nursing Officer who follows up all premature
births.

During 1961, 31 premature infants were born in hospitals of
whom four died; two were born at home.

Home Visiting of Infants.

This is carried out by five Health Visitors. Their work in
1961 included :—

First visits to children under one year of age ... 609
Total visits to children under five yvears of age wnx TEY
Other visits (infectious diseases, old people, ete.) ... 882
11,248
Child Welfare Centres.

Of the three held in the town —

3,683 children attended Tower Lane, on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons.

2,867 attended All Saints’ Church Hall, Halcon, on Wed-
nesday afternoons.

1,881 attended St. Peter's Church Hall, Prnorswood, on
Friday afternoons.

A total attendance of 8,431 children under 5 years of age,
including 573 new cases.

Distribution of Welfare Foods.

National dried milk, orange juice and codliver oil for infants
and vitamin tablets for expectant mothers, provided by the Ministry
of Food, are distributed at the Welfare Centres,

On 1st June, 1961 the Ministry directed that Welfare Orange
Juice should go up from 5d. a bottle to 1s. 6d.

Codliver oil from a free issue to 1s. 0d.

Vitamin tablets from a free issue to 6d. per packet.
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WATER SUPPLY

The following notes are kindly supplied by the Council’'s Water
works Engineer, W. J. Wonnacott, Esq., M.I.C.E., M.IL.W.E. (—

The total amount of treated water delivered into supply dunng
1961 was :—

Taun'on Statutory Area ?62,1?2,000 gallons
Bulk Supplies to Taunton R.D.C. ... 6,064,000 ,,
Wellington R.D.C. ... 23,171,000 ,,
Williton R.D.C. 13,710,000 ,,
Free Supplies 3 3 1,900,000 ,,
807,017,000

The amount pumped from the River
Otter in 1961 was (— 185,054,000 ,,

This represents 24.289, of the water available from all sources.

The total rainfall recorded at the various Stations was :(—

Leigh Reservoir (Blackdowns) ... 32.55 inches
Clatworthy Reservoir (Brendons) ... 479

The Clatworthy Scheme was opened by H.R.H. Princess
Alcxandra on the 6th July, 1961, and since that date water has been
supplied in Bulk to the Taunton, Williton and Wellington Rural
District Councils and considerable amounts taken for use in the
Borough of Taunton's Statutory Water Area.

WATER SAMPLES
e g =
_ ' Treated Supply
Test Raw Water |
| Satisfactory . Not satisfactory
Bacteriological ... 26 202 -
Chemical 1 . 6 -

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The Borough is served by a water carriage sewerage system,
discharging into a disposal works at Ham, in an adjoining parish of
Taunton Rural District. A detailed description of these works is
contained in the Annual Report for 1959.
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ANNUAL REPORT
of the
CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for the year 1961

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses.
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report for the year
1961. Apart from routine visits and inspections of a wide variety
of premises which form a large and essential part of the work in a
Health Department, the year has been marked by several matters
of particular interest. In the first place twenty three sub-standard
houses and outbuildings in Tangier were dealt with as a Clearance
Area. Other matters included the compiling of a very comprehen-
sive and detailed report of slaughtering facilities in the Borough,
and this entailed numerous and lengthy meetings with all sections
and interested parties in the trade. Consultations also took place
with other Officers of the Council and the County Planning Officer
as to the best means of implementing the Caravan Sites and Control
of Development Act, 1960.

Before giving details of the work carried out during the year,
I would like to mention that Mr. P. J. Gough, Chief Public Health
Inspector retired in May after 30 years service with the Council.
I wish to record my great appreciation of the support and co-opera-
tion which 1 have received from Mr. E. A. Eames, Public Health
Inspector, and Mr. G. J. A. Wilkinson, Chief Clerk. Mr. Eames
came to the Department in May from the Borough of Abingdon, and
already he has proved himself an extremely competent and loyal
colleague. Mr. Wilkinson has given many years of quiet and
conscientious service since he joined the Health Department in 1925;
and he will be greatly missed by all his friends and colleagues when
he gains a well deserved retirement in early 1962,

I am,
Yours faithfully,

G. M. PAWSON,
Chief Public Health Inspector.
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SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS
SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

Public Health Act, 1936.

Offensive Trades—
Tanners s
Hide and Skin Depnl;s
Rag and Bone Merchants

B = =

The Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act, 1960.

The effect of the above Act has entailed the far greater co-ordin-
ation of the planning and public health aspects of caravan sites. In
the Borough, besides nine individual caravans, there are two
residential sites. The new licences for these two sites impose
restrictions as to the total number of vans permitted on them, and
fix the minimum distances between vans, besides which the two
Owners have to provide certain amenities so as to bring each site
into conformity with the Model Standards proposed by the Minister
of Housing and Local Government. These amenity requirements
include the provision of hard standings and footpaths, fire fighting
apphances, water supply, samitary accommodation, bath and
laundry facilities, refuse bins, storage space, and car parks. In
both instances the Owners concerned have been co-operative, and
it is unlikely that they will experience any difficulty in bringing
their sites to the required standard in the time allowed.

The Rag, Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951
Registered Premises 8

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907—Section 86
Dealers in old metal and places of business registered under
this Section ... 11

Pet Animals Act, 1951
Licences to keep pet shops : 6

The conditions prevailing at the abfwe premises during the year
were found to be satisfactory.

Sampling of Swinmming Bath Water

During the year 146 samples of the water at the St. James’
Street Baths, taken at the inlets and outlet ends, were tested for
residual chlorine. All the samples were found to be satisfactory.
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