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BOROUGH OF TAUNTON.
Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health, 1958.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area in acres ... . 2,581
Population (estimated b].r Reglstrar Gencra! mldj‘ﬁ-ﬂl‘} 35,850
Number of inhabited houses and flats (separately assesy:d] at the

end of 1958 (according to the rate books) 10,232
Rateable value at the end of 1958 ... ... £515,836
Estimated product of a penny rate ... £1,988

The apparent increase in population from 33,300 in 1957 to
35,850 in 1958 is due to the 200 houses built by the Borough in the
Rural District now having been incorporated in the Borough bound-

ary.

VITAL STATISTICS

Births, live legitimate Male 223 Female 227 Total 450
Births, live illegitimate Male 12 ©Female 13 Total 25
Births, still legitimate Male 4 Female 4 Total B8

Births, still illegitimate Male — Female 1 Total 1

Birth rate, total corrected by factor 0.99, per 1,000 population 13.68
Live " ¥ - = 13.42
still " per 1,000 live and still births 18.40
illegitimate live births per cent. of total live births 5.26
Deaths, Male 202, Female 217 ... Total 419
Death rate, crude s 11.96
corrected hy Eactor 0. 33 : 9.92
Deaths of infants under one year of age, Male 5, Female ﬂ Tutul 5

Infant Mortality rate per 1,000 live births corrected by factor 0.83
Total B.73
- o 5 i o Legitimate 9.22
by . e - Illegitimate —_
Neo-Natal {ﬁrat four weeks) mortality rate per 1,000 live births 6.98
Maternal Deaths (including abortion) s —_

Maternal Mortality rate per 1,000 live and still births ... —






REGISTRAR GENERAL’S TABLE OF DEATHS

Ages at Death in 1948 and 1958
compared by Age Groups as percentages of total Deaths.

1948 1858
0—9 years 5.16 1.98
10—19 years = 0.86 0.25
20—39 years 6.02 1.48
40—49 years 5.73 5.21
5050 yedrs: s ik e 7.45 11.11
60—69 years 22.06 22,82
T0—79 years 26.36 28.39
B0—89 years g 23.21 27.16
90 upwards o 3.15 4.20

100.00 100.00

Coronary and heart disease continue their steady rise each year
as also does malignant disease of the lung. Infectious disease
appears to be almost negligible as a cause of death.

It is common knowledge that nowadays people tend to live to a
more advanced age and that this tendency has brought with it
many important repercussions. The above table illustrates the
marked change which has occurred in Taunton during the last ten
years.

It will be noticed that the deaths occurring before the age of 50
shew a substantial fall in each of the four decades and that the
percentage of the total deaths (all ages) occurring in the over 50
age groups has risen steadily in the last ten years. In other words
we are losing fewer of the younger ones and the older ones are living
longer.

The one exception to this tendency is the increased mortality
in the 50-60 age group which is probably due to cancer of the lung
and coronary thrombosis.







POLIOMYELITIS VACCINE.

2,982 children were inoculated against poliomyelitis during
1958.

The “Home and Garden’’ quarantine scheme which has
operated both smoothly and efficiently in the past could now be
restricted to special classes, such as unvaccinated children and
teachers.

TUBERCULOSIS
Pulmonary Non-pulmonary
Cases on the Borough Register 31.12.58 ... 199 (179) 28 (18)
Number of new cases during the year 16 (16 5 (1)
Number of deaths during the year 3 (1 1 (—)

(Figures in brackets are those of 195T)

The increase in the number of cases on the register at the end
of the year is mostly due to the restoration to the Borough register
of a number of cases who had been transferred out on removing to
Council houses in Taunton R.D. but were brought within the
Borough by the extension of the boundary.

WATER SUPPLY

The following notes are kindly supplied by the Council’'s Water
Engineer, Mr. W. J. Wonnacott, M.I.C.E., M.IL W.E. :(—

“Clatworthy Reservoir Scheme. These works are progressing,
about 869, of the concreting of the Dam has been completed, the
pipe lines from the Reservoir to the Treatment Works and thence to
Tetton are virtually finished, a commencement has been made upon
the laying of the main from Tetton to Taunton, work is well in hand
upon the two service reservoirs at Langley and Tetton. The
construction of the Treatment Works is in hand.

When these works are brought into operation, a water supply
of approximately 4.365 million gallons per day will be available to
Taunton Borough, the Rural District Councils of Williton (includ-
ing Hinckley Point Power Station), Wellington and Taunton,
together with § million gallons from Taunton Corporation Blackdown
sources.

This is equivalent to 76 gallons per head per day on an estimated
population to be supplied of 67,000 persons, excluding the demand
for the Power Station. The 1958 average daily demand for all
purposes in the Taunton supply area was approximately 38 gallons
per head. It will thus be appreciated that allowing for consider-
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able expansion of demands, a plentiful supply of water will be avail-
able for many years to come. The average demands generally range
from 30 to 40 gallons per head of the population in England.

The Catchment area of 4,500 acres which will serve the Clat-
worthy Reservoir is hill and wooded farm lands, sparsely populated
and the Raw Water from such an area remote from industry will
yield a water of a high standard. After considerable storage in the
reservoir, this water will not normally require heavy chemical or
chlorine treatment to be a first class potable water.””

Raw Water | Treated after going into Supply
Bacteriological |__. Chemical | Bacteriological | Chemical
Satis- | Unsatis-  Satis- | Unsatis- ' Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- | Unsatis-

factory | factory | factory | factory | factory @ factory | factory | factory
| | |
24 ‘ — | 3 | — e T T T

DENTAL DECAY —-FLUORIDATION

Increasing anxiety is felt by all concerned at the steady increase
in dental decay, particularly amongst our children. This is probably
due to (1) our children’s diet containing too much carbohyrates,
chiefly in the form of sugar, (2) the diet being too mushy in texture,
(3) faulty dental hygiene, and finally the resultant dental damage
being more than our national dental resources can cope with.

Clearly the remedies for this deplorable state of affairs must
include a higher standard of education in all matters of diet and
hygiene. In the opinion, however, of many authorities who have
studied this matter long and anxiously, such measures, the necessity
of which is unquestioned, will prove, and are proving inadequate.

Fluoridation, which consists of raising the existing level of
fluorine in the water to a level of one part per million, is endorsed
by the majority of dental and medical authorities thronghout the
Inglish speaking world.

Opposition to this measure may be vehement and Jousl bat the
time is surely coming when we can no longer neglect taking advant-
age of a measure which reduces dental decay by some 50 1o 609,
and is endorsed by the Medical Research Council and the Ministry
of Health as being safe and effective.
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The following memo by Mrs. Pratt, the Council's Housing
Officer, is an interesting commentary on housing policy. The
natural preference of tenants for houses rather than flats may be
counterbalanced by the advantages of being able to build more
housing units centrally as flats rather than as houses.

““Taunton Corporation at December 31st, 1958 had erected 293
flats and 21 four-storey mainonettes. Of the 293, 59 are special
flats for elderly persons and are of the type that is suitable to these
people’s need.

There are 36 flats at Ruskin Close that are administered by a
Warden, and in all future schemes this type of flat will have a
Warden in attendance. In fact, 18 more elderly persons flats have
been let at Priorswood since December 31st and a Warden has been
appointed to help these people, and also to be in charge of 20 flats
at Lyngford Crescent which were erected pre-war. There are 34
Duplex flats erected at Holway that are also used to a large extent
for the housing of the elderly.

There are four blocks of three-storey flats, and these are used
in the main for the housing of couples, many where the husband
and wife are out at work. Twelve of these flats are erected at

Duke Street.

The remainder of the flats are of two-storey construction and
are spread over the various estates. These are also let generally
to couples, but in some of the ground floor flats there is one child.

There is no doubt that applicants on the waiting list prefer
houses to flats, and even where there are no children many people
request a house. The reasons for this are lack of drying ground,
stairs to climb, lack of privacy, no garden, etc.

The mainonettes, which are erected as one house on top of
another, are not liked by the tenants and many have requested

transfers.”’
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IMPROVEMENT GRANTS
Improvements Grants made under the Housing Act, 1949-54

Received | Approved ; Rejected

Applica-| No. of

Applica-| No. of | App]i-:a.—| No. of
tions |dwellings

tions I, dwe]lingsi tions | dwellings

During year ...ilza (92) 159{1&2;.', 109 (83) 114 {aa}i 7 {E]i 12 (10)
51.7.49—31.12.57 | 16 (31) | 15 (67) | 14 (26)| 14 (26)| O (E}i — )

Number of applications approved in respect of owner/occupiers 13
Average cost per dwelling approved ...

These figures are disappointing and puzzling in view of the
obvious advantages, both financial and otherwise, of bringing old
fashioned houses up to modern standards.

HEALTH SERVICES
Administered in Taunton M.B. by the Somerset County Council

Ante-Natal Clinic
This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on Mondays
(Assistant County Medical Officer in attendance) and Wednesdays
(Midwives in attendance).
The attendances in 1958 were :—
Mondays Wednesdays Total

Total attendances -3 323 787 1,110
New cases .5 235 197 432

Post-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on the second
and fourth Thursdays in each month. The attendances in 1957
were \—

Total attendances 2
New cases 2

Premature Baby Service

In addition to the arrangements for the care of full-time
children a special service is provided for premature infants. If there
is a risk that a child will be born after less than 37 or 38 weeks’
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gestation arrangements are made for the admission of the expectant
mother to Musgrove Park Hospital, where special facilities are avail-
able and special equipment is provided where necessary.

On the birth of a child it is visited at home, with the co-opera-
tion of the Health Visitors, by Assistant Nursing Officers with special
training for this work.

During 1958, 23 premature infants were born in hospitals of
whom two died; five were born at home, of whom two were
removed to hospital. All survived.

Home Visiting of Infants

This is carried out by four Health Visitors. Their work in
1958, included :—

First visits to children under one year of age ... .. H30
Re-visits to children under five years of age ... .. 8,159
Visits to ante-natal cases : . 38
Other visits (infectious diseases, uld peup]e ett:] 657

9,678

Infant Welfare Centres
There are now three held in the town . —

Tower Lane, on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
All Saints Church Hall, Halcon, on Wednesday afternoons
Harcourt Street Adult School, on Friday afternoons.

During 1958 the attendances of infants at these centres totalled
6,448, including 477 new cases.

Immunisation of Infants against Diphtheria

Year Total Live births Percentage Total Total
* Primaries"” of immunised ‘‘Primaries”’ reinforce.
under preceding 5-14 years ments
5 years year, i.e.,
“potential’”’
1958 a7l 436 85.09 54 157

Distribution of Welfare Foods

National dried mill, orange juice and cod liver oil for infants
and vitamin tablets for expectant mothers, provided by the Ministry
of Food, are distributed at the Welfare Centres. In addition
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Housing Repairs & Rents Act, 1954—Section €

At the commencement of the year 1 house that had been
closed under a Clearance Order was being occupied under powers
conferred by the above Act. During the year this house was closed
as being unfit for further occupation.

Public Health Act, 1936—Section 24

During the year 30 sewers were found to be choked, and were
cleansed by the Corporation. Sewers dealt with under this section
are those that were maintainable by owners of property under
previous Public Health Acts.

RENT ACT, 1957

During the year 15 applications for certificates of disrepair had
been received. In six cases the landlords submitted undertakings
to carry out repairs to the houses, and in the other nine cases certi-
ficates of disrepair were issued. Three certificates of disrepair were
cancelled by the end of the year.

VERMIN

During the year 21 premises were treated for various forms of
insect pests with satisfactory results.

Rodent Control.

The Corporation’s Rodent Operator continued the systematic
search for rodents, and treatment of premises where infestation was
found. The following work was carried out dunng the year . —

Treatment at private dwellings ... i -2 162
Visits involved e BLS
Treatments at business premises ... 56
viﬁits iﬂ?ﬂl?ﬂd e waa #wa B W EET
Treatments at Council premises ... 13
Visits involved 71
Survey visits ... &89
Disinfection

Disinfection of premises and bedding after the occurrence of
disease, or after death, was carried out to 10 houses.
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distributors hold licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk, twenty-one
hold licences to sell Pasteurised Milk and five hold licences to sell
Sterilised Milk, whilst two of the distributors from outside the
Borough hold supplementary licences to sell Tuberculin Tested
Milk, three for Pasteurised Milk, and one for Sterilised Milk.

There are two milk pasteurising plants operating within the
Borough, but these are controlled by the Somerset County Council.

Sampling of Milk sold under Special Designations

During the year 34 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk, 72
samples of Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) Milk and 11 samples of
Sterilised Milk being sold within the Borough were submitted to the
Bacteriologist for examination. Of these 31 of the Tuberculin
Tested samples and all the Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) and
sterilised samples were reported as being satisfactory. Three
samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk were reported as being unsatis-
factory. All unsatisfactory reports are referred to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries for investigation.

Ice Cream

The registrations of premises under the Food and Drugs Act,
1955, for the manufacture, storage and sale of ice cream are as
follows :—

Manufacture and sale ... 2
Storage 1
Storage and sale e AL

Sampling of Ice Cream

During the year, 42 samples of ice cream were submitted to the
Public Health Laboratory. The results were as follows :—

Hot mix Cold mix

Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Grade 4

| | =8
[

Food Inspection
As a result of inspection of food at foodshops and warehouses,
the following commodities were condemned :—
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