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: IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

Twenty-six applications were approved and two were rejected.
This can only be described as disappointing in view of the poten-
tial value of this facility. It must be admitted, however, that to
a property owner investing more money in his property, an 89%
return has not been a particularly attractive proposition.

In view of the foregoing the following instance of co-operation
between property owners and the Council, supplied by the Town
Clerk, is of special interest and there is good reason to hope that
this may be followed by further instances.

Early in 1957 the Trustees of the Taunton Town Charity
applied to the Council for financial assistance to enable them to
carry out improvements to the Almshouses in St. James's Close
which provides eight units of accommodation. This work consisted
of new bathrooms and indoor toilets, increased fuel and food stor-
age and improvements to the hot water system at the Almshouses.

It is pleasing to note that the Council looked favourably upon
this application and with the consent of the Minister of Housing
and Local Government entered into an agreement with the Trustees
for financing the improvements. The Council agreed to advance
to the Trustees the total cost of the improvements (£4,400) by
means of a mortgage at the current rate of interest repayable over
20 years and also to make to the Trustees an annual grant of
£336 5s. 9d. towards the annual reparments of the mortgage. The
Exchequer contributed £204 per annum towards this grant so that
the Council’'s own contribution is £132 5s. 9d. The sum of
£75 15s. 10d. per annum is borne by the Charity.

Once again it must be repeated that, apart from other advant-
ages, the utilisation of this Act is one of the best and surest
methods of preventing the development of slums in the not too
distant future.

Improvements Grants made under the Housing Act, 1949-54

Rccegt;d- Approved - uﬂejacted
Applica-| No. of | Applica-| No. of | Applica-| No. of
tions |dwellings| tions |dwellings| tions |dwellings
31.7.49—31.12.56 92 102 83 88 5 l 10
During year ... 31 67 26 26 | 2 2
1

Number of applications approved in respect of owner/occupiers 26
Average cost per dwelling approved £147



HEALTH SERVICES
Administered in Taunton M.B. by the Somerset County Council

Ante-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on Mondays
(Assistant County Medical Officer in attendance) and Wednesdaya
(Midwives in attendance).

The attendances in 1957 were :(—
Mondays Wednesdays Total
Total attendances 223 824 1,047
New cases 204 175 379

Post-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on the second
and fourth Thursdays in each month. The attendances in 1957
were .—

Total attendances
New cases

Premature Baby Service

In addition to the arrangements for the care of full-time
children a special service is provided for premature infants. If there
is a risk that a child will be born after less than 37 or 38 weeks’
gestation arrangements are made for the admission of the expectant
mother to Musgrove Park Hospital, where special facilities are avail-
able and special equipment is provided where necessary.

On the birth of a child it is visited at home, with the co-opera-
tion of the Health Visitors, by Assistant Nursing Officers with special
training for this work.

During 1957, 32 premature infants were born in hospitals, of
whom seven died; ten were born at home, of whom one was
removed to hospital. All survived.
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Home Visiting of Infants
This is carried out by four Health Visitors. Their work in
1957 included :—

First visits to children under five years of age ... 534
Re-visits to children under five years of age ... «. 4,140
Visits to ante-natal cases 22
Other visits (infectious diseases, old penple etr:} S et 21

5,600

—
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SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS
SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

Public Health Act, 1936

Common Lodging Houses (closed 20.4.57)
Offensive Trades—
Tanners -
Hide and Skin Deputs .
Rag and Bone Merchants ...
Moveahle Dwellings—
Sites for moveable dwellings i e Sall
Individual moveable dwellings ... A |

The Rag, Flock and Other F11|mg Materials Act, 1951

Registered Premises ... E e 9

gy N =t

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907—Section 86

Dealers in old metal and places of business registered under
this Section ¥ o -+

Pet Animals Act, 1951
Licences to keep pet shops ... : 4

The conditions prevailing at the ab::-ve pmmlses dunng the year
were found to be satisfactory.

Sampling of Swimming Bath Water

During the year 80 samples of the water at the St. James'
Street Baths, taken at the inlet and outlet ends, were tested for
residual chlorine. All the samples were found to be satisfactory.

FOOD INSPECTION
Visits in connection with the inspection and supervision of foods and

food premises
Slaughterhouses e i ik e e ... 1,246
Foodshops ... 288
Dairies a5
Bakehouses 21
Ice cream premises ... 62
Restaurants, Hotels and C&ffs a1

Milk Supply

There are 14 registered dairies and 21 registered distributors of
milk operating within the Borough. Two of the distributors operate
from premises outside the Borough. Fifteen of the local distri-
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