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POLIOMYELITIS.

Eight cases occurred in 1955, five of which were of the para-
lytic type. Three cases occurred in one home which is extremely
rare, and unfortunately the mother, who was affected along with
her two children, died as a result.

The Council’s quarantine scheme, which involves all domiciliary
contacts being confined to the home and garden for three weeks,
worked smoothly and effectively in all the six households affected.

Domiciliary Contacts

Case Children Adults Adults gainfully employed
1 4 7 4
s 2 3 3
3 2 2 —
4 3 3 —
b — 1 1
6 3 1 —

Of the eight wage earning adults who were quarantined, four
had their wages made up by their employers, and the remaining four
by the Borough Council, less N.H. insurance in all cases (on the
certificate of the Medical Officer of Health).

In all six households complete co-operation was secured with-
out any difficulty at all.

Thanks are due to the County Medical Officer for authorising
the seconding of a Health Visitor to attend to each household. This
service is an essential part of the scheme.

TUBERCULOSIS
Pulmonary Non-pulmonary
Cases of the Borough Register 31.12.55 ... 227 (B31) 33 (38)
Number of new cases during the year ... 36 (31) 6 (5)
Number of deaths during the year 4 (6) 3 (1)

(Figures in brackets are those of 1954)

WATER SUPPLY

The total amount of treated water put into supply in the
Borough and adjoining areas was 622 million gallons, an increase of
11 millions on the previous year. Although it was not found neces-
sary to cut the supply during the year, the rainfall being normal,
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the lack of filter and storage capacity, together with the ever-
increasing demand, was responsible for an intermittent and

inadequate supply in the higher reaches of the Borough and parti-
cularly in the more rural areas.

Further administrative progress has been made with the new
water scheme which, however, cannot come into service until 1950,

The raw water is an upland surface water reasonably soft and
with no plumbo solvent action. Before distribution it is subjected
to sedimentation, filtration and chlorination, and the following table
indicates the efficiency of the treatment, which results in a water
which is extremely safe, although occasionally the chlorination
slightly affects its palatability.

R —

Raw wgter . Treated after going mtn Supply
x i ROy At Bad
Bm:termtug:cal Chemir:al . Eattermlumt:nl Chemical
Satis- | Unsatis-| Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- | Unsatis-| Satis- | Unsatis-
factory | factory | factory ‘ fa-::tur].r factory | factory | factory | factory
23 | i 5 e | 5 a | o

MUNICIPAL SWIMMING BATH.

Although residual chlorine tests are taken regularly at the two
pools with satisfactory results the Council are to be congratulated
on their decision to instal break point chlorination in May, 1956.
This measure will reduce the margin of error, and will also have the
desirable effect of improving the colour of the water in the pools.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948—SECTION 47

No cases were dealt with during the year.









IMPROVEMENT GRANTS.

As the Council are aware it is authorised to make 509, grants
to property owners (maximum £400) to effect hygiene improve-
ments to existing houses. Itis a matter of regret that sufficient
advantage is not being taken of this valuable provision. Although
there has been a steady stream of applications, almost entirely from
owner occupiers, it is of small volume and could be increased sub-
stantially with benefit to all concerned. The fact that there are
over 1,500 houses in Taunton without a bathroom, and usually this
also means the absence of a wash bowl and indcor sanitation, is a
strong argument for more publicity. Although the Housing Com-
mittee welcome applications and have granted all which comply
with the necessary conditions, nevertheless, less than one hundred
of these improvements have been effected.

One cannot help feeling that many of these houses could, by
judicious expenditure now, be saved from demolition orders in the
not too distant future. It is not within the province of the Medical
Officer of Health to advise on the precise administrative method ot
dealing with this matter, but the health grcunds for improving the
condition of these sub-standard houses are very obvious.

HEALTH SERVICES
Administered in Taunton M.B. by the Somerset County Council

Ante-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on Mondays
(Assistant County Medical Officer in attendance) and Wednesdays
(Midwives in attendance).

The attendances in 1955 were;—

Mondays Wednesdays Total
Taotal attendances 406 1,077 1,483
New cases 178 118 296

Post-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on the second
and fourth Thursdays in each month. The attendances in 1955
were \—

Total attendances ... 13
New cases 12



Premature Baby Service

In addition to the arrangements for the care of full-time
children a special service is provided for premature infants, If there
is a risk that a child will be born after less than 37 or 38 weeks'’
gestation arrangements are made for the admission of the expectant
mother to Musgrove Park Hospital, where special facilities are avail-
able and special equipment is provided where necessary.

On the birth of a child it i1s visited at home, with the co-opera-

tion of the Health Visitors, by Assistant Nursing Officers with special
training for this work.

During 1955, 23 premature infants were born in hospitals, of
whom three died; seven were born at hame, of whom three were
removed to hospital. All survived.

Home Visiting of Infants

This is carried out by four Health Visitors. Their work in 1955
included :—

First visits to children under five years of age ... iod 477
Re-visits to children under five years of age ... . 1,034
Visits to ante-natal cases 13
Other visits (infectious diseases, old people, ete.) 734

8,258

Infant Welfare Centres
There are now three held in the town:—
Tower Lane, on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Halcon Chapel, on Wednesday afternoons.
Harcourt Street Adult School, on Friday afternoons.

During 1955 the attendances of infants at these centres totalled
3,574, including 407 new cases.

Immunisation of Infants against Diphtheria

Year Total  Live births Percentage Total Total
*“‘Primaries"' of immunised "‘Primaries’’ reinforce-
under preceding 5-14 years ments

5 years year, i.e.,
“potential’

1955 452 429 9,491 104 418

- The percentage of infants immunised shows a gratifying
increase on the previous year. This is partly due to the absence of
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The treatment given to expectant and nursing mothers and to
pre-school children is shown below :—

Pre-school

Adults Children
(1) Number of cases inspected 27 82
(2) Number found to require treatment 22 76
(3) Number of cases treated ... 21 64
(4) Number of attendances ... 79 132
(5) Administration of general anal:sthetu.s 3 3 ki d
(6) Number of teeth extracted 94 130
(7) Number of teeth filled 4 6
(8) Number of fillings ... - 4 T
(9) Scaling and gum treatment 1 —
(10) Silver Nitrate treatment 2 15
(11) Other treatment 9 32

The Day Nursery
This is situated at Victoria Park, East Reach, and is open each
weekday except Saturdays and public holidays.

Accommodation is provided from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for a maxi-
muim of 30 children.

The average daily attendance during 1955 was 23.4, the vast
majority of the children on the register belonging to the Priority 1

group.
Home Help Service
This service is administered in the County Hall, Taunton.

During 1955, 239 Borough residents received assistance in their
homes. These included the following types of cases:—

Maternity s i 23
Old age and mflrmut} 92
Tuberculosis 9
Chronic Sick 33
Post operation 16
Post and pre-natal 5
Families of children ... 2
Emergency illness 47

Many of the above would have been unable to remain at home
without the Home Help's assistance. This service has now been
augmented by women who are prepared to sit up at night with the
seriously sick.
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SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS
SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

Public Health Act, 1936

Commen Lodging Houses
Offensive Trades—
Tanners ;
Hide and Skm Drputs
Rag and Bone Merchants ...
Moveable Dwellings—
Sites for moveable dwellings
Individual moveable dwellings ... et o

Y R - e,

The Rag, Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951

Registered Premises ... ... e 9

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907—Section 86

Dealers in old metal and places of business registered under

thil &Ctiﬂ“ A R EEE BEE BEE BEE LR E

Pet Animals Act, 1951
Licences to keep pet shops : 4

The conditions prevailing at the abwe premises durmg the year
were found to be satisfactory.

Sampling of Swimming Bath Water

During the year 74 samples of the water at the St. James’ Street
Baths, taken at the inlet and outlet ends, were tested for residual
chlorine. All the samples were found to be satisfactory.

FOOD INSPECTION

Visits in connection with the inspection and supervision of foods

Slaughterhouses S 5 i

Foodshops 156

Dairies 66

Bakehouses ... 34

Ice cream premises ... 34

Restaurants, Hotels and Cafes ... 52
Milk Supply

There are 14 registered dairies and 16 registered distributors of
milk operating within the Borough. Two of the distributors operate
from premises outside the Borough. Fourteen of the local distri-
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butors hold licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk and eleven hold
licences to sell Pasteurised Milk, whilst two of the distributors from
outside the Borough hold supplementary licences to sell Tuberculin
Tested Milk and one for Pasteurised Milk.

There are four milk pasteurising plants within the Borough,
but these are controlled by the Somerset County Council.

Sampling of Milk sold under Special Designations

During the year 43 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk, and
44 samples of Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) Milk being scld
within the Borough were submitted to the Bacteriologist for
examination. Of these 40 of the Tuberculin Tested samples and
43 of the Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) samples were reported as
being satisfactory. Three samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk and
one sample of Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) Milk were reported
as being unsatisfactory. All unsatisfactory reports are referred to
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries or the Somerset County
Council as the case may be for investigation.

Ice Cream

The registrations of premises under the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, for the manufacture, storage and sale of ice cream are as
follows :(—

Manufacture and sale

3
Storage i L
Stroage and sal - 99

Sampling of Ice Cream

During the year, 42 samples of ice cream were submitted to the
Public Health Laboratory. The results were as follows:—

Hot mix Cold mix

Grade 1 23 11

Grade 2 6 =t

Grade 3 1 —

Grade 4 — 1
Food Inspection

As a result of inspection of food at foodshops and warehouses,
the following commodities were condemned :—
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