[Report 1952] / Medical Officer of Health, Taunton Borough.

Contributors

Taunton (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1952

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gs798m7s

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













REGISTRAR GENERAL’S TABLE OF DEATHS

Cause of Death Male Female Total
Tuberculosis, respiratory T 2 9
Tuberculosis, other ... 1 - 1
Syphilitic disease ... 1 — 1
Meningo-coccal infections — - —
Acute poliomyelitis ... - —_ —
Other infective and parasitic diseases ... 1 — 1
Malignant neoplasm, stomach . 3 2 5
Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus 6 1 7
Malignant neoplasm, breast ... —_ 10 10
Malignant neoplasm, uterus ... —_— 3 3
Other malignant and lymphatic nmplasms 21 17 38
Diabetes ... 1 1 2
Vascular lesions of nenrnus systcm 27 36 63
Coronary disease, angina o 28 17 45
Hypertension with heart disease 4 5 9
Other heart disease ... 37 42 79
Other circulatory disease 11 11 22
Influenza 3 - 3
Pneumonia.. 8 4 12
Bronchitis 10 2 12
Other diseases of resplratnr_-,.r system 1 2 3
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum 5 1 6
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea — - _
Mephritis and nephrosis 2 2 4
Hyperplasis of prostate 1 —_ 1
Congenial malformations 1 > 3
Other defined and ill-defined diseases ... 12 15 27
Motor vehicle accidents 2 2 4
All other accidents ... 6 3 9
Suicide 4 1 5

The above table shows the causes of all deaths during 1952.
It will be noted that again the commonest cause of death is heart
disease closely followed by cerebro vascular diseases (** strokes ™).
Cancer shows a slight increase from 58 to 63, but cancer of the lung
has dropped from 11 to 7. Coronary disease, angina, shows a sharp
and probably significant increase from 35 to 45. Medical attention
is being increasingly devoted to this disease as not only does it strike
in the prime of life, i.e. between 40 and 60 years of age, but it is felt
that in many cases it is not an inevitable disease, i.e. it can be
prevented, or at least postponed to an age when its economic results
at least, are less catastrophic. Deaths associated with childbirth are
again conspicuous by their absence which is the most valuable
indication of all of the efficiency of the maternity services in the
town and reflects great credit on all concerned. It is now 5 years
since a death from this cause occurred in a Taunton resident.
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TUBERCULOSIS
Pulm Non-Pulm

Cases on the Borough Register, 31.12.52... 223 45
No. of new cases during year i 30 4
No. of deaths during the year g 1
Average yearly dr,aths durmg the pre-war ;
decade ; 15 33
Mass Radiography

The static unit was in Taunton from 16th December, 1952, to
1st January, 1953. The figures for adult attendances are not yet
available but 958 children of school leaving age were examined.
One was found to have active and three inactive tuberculosis.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, SECTION 47

No cases were investigated during the year.

WATER SUPPLY

The total amount of treated water put into supply in the
Borough and adjoining areas was 578 million gallons, a drop of
10 million gallons on the previous year. Although it was not found
necessary to cut the supply during the year, the rainfall being
normal, the lack of filter and storage capacity, together with the
ever increasing demand, was responsible for an intermittent and
inadequate supply in the higher reaches of the Borough and particu-
larly in the more rural areas.

It is greatly to be regretted that owing to various delays,
progress in the various administrative stages of the new Clatworthy
water scheme was almost negligible in 1952. The period which must
elapse before this scheme can operate is still approximately three
years and a prolonged drought at any time during this period would
raise public health problems of an acute and dangerous nature.

The existing storage capacity equals approximately 80 days’
supply. The storage in 1949, owing to drought, was depleted to
approximately 16 days’ supply.

With the completion of the 800 million gallons impounding
reservoir at Clatworthy, and allowing a generous estimate of 44
million gallons per day gross requirement, the total storage would
be approximately 172 days at Clatworthy.

The raw water is an upland surface water reasonably soft and
with no plumbo solvent action. Before distribution it is subjected to
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sedimentation, filtration and chlorination, and the following table
indicates the efficiency of the treatment, which results in a water
which is extremely safe, although occasionally the chlorination
slightly affects its palatability.

Raw WATER TREATED AFTER GOING INTO SUPPLY

BACTERIOLOGICAL CHEMICAL BACTERIOLOGICAL CHEMICAL

Satis- | Unsatis-| Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- | Unsatis-
factory | factory | factory | factory | factory | factory | factory | factory

24 — 4 — 142 2 4 None

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The present existing facilities for the treatment and disposal of
sewage in the Borough are seriously inadequate. A new scheme
costing over half a million pounds is, however, well under way and
it is hoped that the project will go out to tender towards the end of
1953, the Public Enquiry and Ministry approval stages having been
completed.

HOUSING

I am indebted to the Housing Officer and the Housing Architect
for the following tables:—

TABLE 1.
No. of Post-war Houses erected
to 31st December, 1952 Programme for 1953
By By By By
Local Authority | Private Enterprise | Local Authority | Private Enterprise
1,115 i3 263 houses 46
4 flats - -
Houses Required :—
To abate overcrowding : 259
To overcome unsatisfactory cundltmns 5 1,379
Total number of applicants for council houses at the end of 1952 ... 2,161
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HEALTH SERVICES Administered in Taunton M.B. by the

Somerset County Council

Ante-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane, on Mondays
(Assistant Medical Officer in attendance), and Wednesdays (Mid-
wives in attendance).

During 1952 the attendances were:—

Monday Wednesday Total
Total attendances ... 550 1,191 1,741
New cases ... 119 223 42

Post-Natal Clinic

This is held at the Health Centre, Tower Lane on the second
and fourth Thursdays in each month. During 1952, 46 cases were
seen.

Premature Baby Service

In addition to the arrangements for the care of full time children
a special service is provided for premature infants. If there is a risk
that a child will be born after less than 37 or 38 weeks gestation,
arrangements are made for the admission of the expectant mother
to Musgrove Hospital, where special facilities are available and
special equipment is provided where necessary.

On the birth of a child it is visited at home, with the co-operation
of the Health Visitors, by Assistant Nursing Officers with special
training for this work.

During 1952, 25 premature infants were born in hospitals, of
whom 2 died; eight were born at home, four of these being subse-
quently transferred to hospital. Four were nursed entirely at home,
and three survived.

Home Visiting of Infants

This is carried out by four Health Visitors. Their work in 1952
included :—



First visits of children under five years of age ... 428

Re-visits of children under five years of age 5,744
Visits to ante-natal cases 2
Other visits (infectious diseases, old people, etc.) 257

6,431
Infant Welfare Centres

There are now three held in the town:—
Tower Lane on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
Halcon Chapel on Wednesday afternoons.
Harcourt Street Adult School on Friday afternoons.
During 1952 the attendances of infants at these centres totalled
6,079, including 400 new cases.

Immunisation of Infants against Diphtheria

Live births
Total of preceding Percentage Total Total
Year “Primaries”  year i.e. immunised *‘Primaries” reinforce-
under 5 years “‘potential” 5-14 years ments
1952 37 545 68.9 41 467

Approximately half the primary injections are given by the
family doctor. Practically all the reinforcements are given at the
schools by the Assistant School Medical Officers.

Distribution of Welfare Foods

National dried milk, orange juice and cod liver oil for infants,
and vitamin tablets for expectant mothers, provided by the Ministry
of Food are distributed at the Welfare Centres, and in addition
valuable food accessories, such as certain proprietory brands of
dried milk, breakfast cereals, rose hip syrup and malt extract, are
distributed to mothers and children by the voluntary workers of the
Taunton Infant Health Society.

Orthopaedic Clinic

This i1s held in the Health Centre on Wednesdays and Fridays,
the Surgeon attending twice a month. This service is the responsi-
bility of the Regional Board but is administered on an agency basis
by the Somerset County Council.
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Dental Clinic, Tower Lane

The treatment given to school children was as follows:—

(1) Number of pupils inspected by the Authority’s Dental Officers:—

(a) Periodic age groups 1,028
(b) Specials 734
Total ... 1,762
(2) Number found to require treatment 1,271
(3) Number referred for treatment 1,165
(4) Number actually treated o & 1,555
(5) Attendance made by pupils for trcatmf:nt 4,296
(6) Half-days devoted to Inspection 8, Treatmenl. g3l ... 839
(7) Fillings—
Permanent teeth 1,567, Temporary teeth 272 1,839
(8) Number of teeth filled—
Permanent teeth 1,689, Temporary teeth 253 1,942
(9) Extractions—
Permanent teeth 470, Temporary teeth 2,008 2,478
(10) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction 885
(11) Other operations—
Permanent teeth 1,796, Temporary teeth 704 e 2,500
The treatment given to expectant and nursing mothers and to pre-school
children is shown below:—
Pre-School
Adults Children
(1) Number of cases inspected 31 151
(2) MNumber found to require treatment 22 138
(3) Number of cases treated 21 140
(4) Number of attendances 66 286
(5) Administration of general anaesthettcs 11 121
(6) Number of teeth extracted 43 233
(7) Number of teeth filled ... 26 34
(8) Number of fillings 29 34
(9) Scaling and gum treatment 5 1
(10) Silver nitrate treatment ... — 28
(11) Other treatment 16 78

The Day Nursery

This is situated at Victoria Park, East Reach, and 1s open each

week day except public holidays.
Accommodation is provided from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for

a maxi-

mum of 48 children. The average daily attendance during 1952

was 34.7.
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Drains unchoked or repaired
Remedial measures taken against dampness -
Water su;:up]:-r improved

Roofs rega

New W.C’s. prnwded

Fireplaces repaired

Water closets repaired

Rain water pipes repaired or renewed

Doors repaired ... <

Chimney stacks repaired ...

Wall and ceiling plaster repaired
Miscellaneous repairs :

Floors ...

Yards paved

—

Housing Act, 1936—Section 12. During the year Closing Orders
were made in respect of parts of two buildings. The housing accom-
modation in each case being unfit for that purpose.

Complaints. During the year 540 complaints were received at the
Health Department. These complaints had reference to the following
matters:—

Housing conditions ot 49
Drainage 64
Rats or mice 268
Unsound food ... 95
Miscellaneous 64

All these complaints were investigated and appropriate action
taken.

Defence (General) Regulations, 1939. At the commencement of the
year, 28 houses that had been closed under Clearance or Demolition
Orders were being occupied under powers conferred by these
Regulations. During the year one house was closed as being unfit
for further occupation, and three new licences were granted, bringing
the total number of houses occupied under the Regulations to 30.

Public Health Act, 1936—Section 24, During the year 16 sewers
were found to be choked, and were cleansed by the Corporation.
Sewers dealt with under this Section are those that were maintainable
by owners of property under previous Public Health Acts. Two of
these sewers were found to be defective and were amended by the
Corporation at the cost of the owners.
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VERMIN

During the year, 14 houses were treated for various forms of
insect pests with satisfactory results.

Rodent Control. The Corporation’s Rodent Operator continued the
systematic search for rodents, and treatment of premises where
infestation was found. The following work was carried out during
the year:—

Treatments at private dwellings fe. 245
Visits involved ... ... 1,168
Treatments at business premises 34
Visits involved . auet  ABHE
Treatments at premises owned h}' the Local Authnrlt}f 11
Visits involved . 55
Visits on search work ... . 085

Disinfection. Disinfection of premises and bedding after the removal
of patients suffering from Tuberculosis, or after death, was carried
out at 36 houses.

SPECIAL CLASSES OF PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS
SUBJECT TO CONTROL BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

Public Health Act, 1936

Common Lodging Houses 1
Offensive Trades— Tanners ... 1
Hide and Skin Depats 1
Rag and Bone Merchants : 4
Moveable Dwelling—SiteS for moveable dwellings ... 3
Individual moveable dwellings 12

The Rag, Flock and Other Filling Materials Act, 1951

Registered Premises ... 9

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907—Section 86

Dealers in old metal and plac-:s of business registered under this
Section ... : 5

Pet Animals Act, 1951
Licences issued to keep pet shops 4
14



The conditions prevailing at the above premises during the year
were found to be satisfactory.

Sampling of Swimming Bath Water. During the year, 24 samples of
the water at the St. James’ Street Baths taken at the inlet and outlet
ends were examined by the Bacteriologist. The reports on all
samples were satisfactory.

FOOD INSPECTION
Visit in connection with the inspection and supervision of foods

Slaughterhouses e - s i ... 884
Foodshops ... .. 248
Dairies ... 105
Bakehouses ... 25
Ice Cream premises ... 62
Restaurants, Hotels and Cafes ... 85

Milk Supply. There are 15 registered dairies and 17 registered
distributors of milk operating within the Borough. Two of the
distributors operate from premises outside the Borough. Fourteen
of the local distributors hold licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk,
and four hold licences to sell Pasteurised Milk, whilst two of the
distributors from outside the Borough hold supplementary licences
to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk, and two for Pasteurised Milk.

There are four milk pasteurising plants within the Borough,
but these are controlled by the Somerset County Council.

Sampling of Milk sold under Special Designations. During the year,
40 samples of Tuberculin Tested Milk, and 27 samples of Tuberculin
Tested (Pastuerised) Milk being sold within the Borough were
submitted to the Bacteriologist for examination. Of these, 31 of;the
Tuberculin Tested samples and all the Tuberculin Tested [Pas@;r—
ised) samples were reported as being satisfactory. Nine samples of
Tuberculin Tested Milk were reported as being unsatisfactory. All
unsatisfactory reports are referred to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries for investigation.
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Meat Inspection. There are two slaughterhouses in use within the
Borough, a Government slaughterhouse and a bacon factory. The
former supplies meat to Taunton Borough, Taunton Rural,
Wellington Urban, Wellington Rural and Langport Rural Districts.
In addition, carcases are occasionally exported to other centres.

The following animals were slaughtered during the year:—

Beasts 1,592
Cows : o 1,358
Sheep and Laml:ls 11,99%
Calves e 1,624
Pigs 42, 5?15

The inspection of the above carcases ravealm dlsease as set
out in the following table:—

Cattle Sheep,
(excl. Cows | Calves | Lambs Pigs
COWS)
Number killed .. 1,592 1,358 | 1,624 11,997 |42,576
Number mspex:ted 1,592 1,358 | 1,624 8,500 |42,576
Whole carcases condemned for
disease other than T.B. ’ 14 18 11 65 60
"q__.,v..__l
Carcases from which some part
or organ was condemned ... 2,347 16 792 1,565
Percentage of number inspected
affected with disease other
than T.B. ... 79.5% 09% | 93% | 36%
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases condemned ... 15 24 -—- — 52
Carcases from which some part
or organ was condemned ... 626 — — 2,312
Percentage of number inspected
affected with T.B. 2 .25 — — 5.4%

In addition, the following meat was condemned on butchers’
premises on account of bone taint and other causes:—

Home Killed Pork

114 Ibs.

Home Killed Beef

Home Killed Mutton

610 lbs.

26 1bs.

Imported Beef
145 lbs.
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