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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. il

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA,
Public Health Oificers of the Borough, see Page 4,
Laboratory Facilities.

Clinical Material (e.g. swabs for Diphtheria and smears
for gonococci), water for chemical and bacteriological
analysis, milk for bacteriological examination and the phos-
phatase test and food for examination after food poisoning
are sent to the Laboratories of the Somerset County Council
at the County Hall, Taunton.

Ambulance Facilities.

For general cases there are two motor ambulances pro-
vided by a voluntary committee with the assistance and co-
cpe{rf*ati-:m of the British Red Cross Society who provide the
staff.

The two ambulances are :—

(1) Morris 20 h.p. holding two stretchers and three
sitters or four stretchers.
(2) Chevrolet 23 h.p. holding two stretchers,

For infectious cases the Taunton and District Joint
Hospital Board provide and maintain a motor ambulance used
solely for this purpose. It holds two stretchers.

These are adequate for the ordinary needs of the Borough
and surrounding district,

Nursing in the Home.

The Taunton and District Nursing Association employ
four nurses for this purpose.

Treatment Centres and Clinics.

The Health Centre, Tower Lane, Taunton. This 1s pro-
vided and maintained by the Taunton Borough Council, and
used as follows :—

Infant Welfare Centre—on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
2—4 p.m.

Ante-natal and Post-natal Clinic—on Wednesdays from
2—4 p.m.

Artificial Sunlight Clinic—open from end of September
to end of May on Mondays and Fridays from 2—4 p.m. and
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 12 noon.

School Clinic—open each moraing from 9 am. to 10 am.
when the nurses attend and on Tuesdays and Fridays from
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. when the School Medical Officer attends.
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Orthopaedic Clinic—provided by the Somerset County
Council and held in the Health Centre—a Sisters’ Clinic being
held every Friday morning while the Orthopaedic Surgeon
attends on the second Friday in each month.

Dental Clinic—open Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 9.3C a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 2—4 p.m.

Mothers’ Welfare and Advice Centre—provided by a
voluntary committee and held in the Health Centre in the
afternoon of the second Monday in each month.

Eye Clinic—held in the Health Centre approximately
once a month on Tuesdays.

Tuberculosis Dispensary—one provided by the Somerset
County Council and held in premises at Cloutsham Lodge,
Priory Avenue, on Mondays.

Venereal Diseases Clinic—one provided by the Somerset
County Council and held in the out-patient department of the
Taunton and Somerset Hospital, East Reach. Men are seen
on Saturdays at 3.30 p.m. and Mondays at 7.30 p.m. Women
are seen on Mondays at 6 p.m. and Tuesdays at 2.30 p.m,

HOSPITALS PUBLIC AND VOLUNTARY.

The Taunton and Somerset Hospital, I~ast Reach, has 132
beds, admits cases from the Borough and surrounding dis-
tricts.

The Public Assistance Institution, Trinity Street, has 130
hospital beds.

The Isolation Hospital, Cheddon Road, has 69 beds,
including 10 cubicles and 3 cubicles for Puerperal Pyrexia and
was taken over by the Taunton and District Joint Hospital
Board on 1st June, 1933.

Cases requiring orthopaedic treatment (including Polio-
myelitis) are sent to the Bath and Wessex Hospital at Combe
Park, Bath.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Circular 1622 on Maternal Mortality was issued on 7th
May, 1937, and in it the Minister advised further considera-
tion of the means available to reduce this.

After a full examination of the provisions made here in
conjunction with a medical officer of the Ministry of Health,
a special report was prepared and presented on 21st February,
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1938, and it was decided that the provisions made be extended
so that a medical practitioner might be able to refer a case
to a consultant for either ante-natal or post-natal examina-
tion at his room if fit to travel or at home if unfit to travel,
The scheme for ante-natal and post-natal examination at the
Clinic be extended so that a widwife could refer any case
booked by her tc a medical practitioner for examination if
unable or unwilling to attend the Clinic,

A scheme for the in-patient treatment of complicated
maternity cases was under consideration at the end of the

ear.

: The Maternity service available through the Town Coun-
cil now consists of :—

A Clinic for ante-natal and post-natal examination—open
each Wednesday afternoon,

Ante-natal and post-natal examination of cases by a
medical practitioner if they have engaged only a midwife
and are referred by the widwife for this purpose.

Admission to the Borough Maternity Home for confine-

ment or if in need of ante-natal treatment.

Admission to a special cubicle at the Isolation Hospital
after 1st May, if notified as suffering from Puer-
peral Pvrexia.

Examination by a Consultant either at his rooms or at
home if referred for this by a medical practitioner.

Provision of Home Helps if the medical practitioner at-
tending certifies this to be necessary.

Provision of extra nourishment in the form of pasteur-
ized milk for necessitous cases during pregnancy and
lactation. :

Nursing Aid for cases of Puerperal Pyrexia treated at
home.

The use made of the services provided was as follows :—

The Ante-natal Clinic. 145 women made 763 attendances
for ante-natal examination, while 28 women attended
on 34 occasions for post-natal examination.

Ante-natal examination by medical practitioners. Only
two women were examined—it will therefore be seen
that the midwives are not availing themselves of this
service, The total number examined at the ante-
natal Clinic and by medical practitioners when re-
ferred by midwives is just under 40 per cent. of the
total births.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

It was necessary owing to depleted sources to give a
restricted supply from the 15th May to 19th December. At
the commencement it was shut off from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m.; on
the 30th May from 6 p.m., and on the 1st November from 5
p.m. It will therefore be seen that the supply was not satis-
factory in quantity.

Measures to obviate a recurrence of this most unsatis-
factory condition have been taken and include the provision
of a new reservoir at Quants with a storage capacity of 144
million gallons. Work on this was commenced in September.
Search for additional sources of supply is being made.

As regards the quality of the water supplied, very careful
watch is kept by this department. This includes the taking
of sets of samples for bacteriological examination at least
twice each month. Each set consists of :—

(1) the raw water on the surface of a filter bed

(2) water after passing through the filter beds and
addition of chlorine

(3) water from a main tap in the town.

These samples are examined by the Bacteriologist of the
Somerset County Council and copies of his reports are sent
to the Waterworks Manager immediately after their receipt.

These examinations have shown that there is a high
bacterial count in the raw water after heavy rain and that
the main tap samples in the town were satisfactory and
showed no evidence of contamination except that samples
taken on 2nd March, 30th August and 12th December showed
B. coli was present in 30 c.c. A chemical analysis taken on
8th November showed that the reaction is slightly alkaline
(PH. = 7.4), that the total hardness is 6.5° and permanent
hardness 3.0°.

The water is therefore a soft one.

On the 21st February a special report was made after an
inspectior. of the water bearing area and filter beds and
certain recommendations were made as to the elimination of
some possible sources of pollution and the improvement of
the filtration and chlorination system. The issue of Circ.
1684 on 12th LIarch emphasised the importance of these and
by the end of the vear possible sources of pollution on the
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—_————

filtered and chlorinated and occasional visits are made to
check the amount of chlorine present in the water in the pool.
There are also three swimming pools belonging to residential
schools, but these are not open to the public.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Number of houses Number disinfested
found to be infested and methods used
FProprietary
H.Cn.  S.0: Compound
(a) Council houses ... 35 4 1 29
(b) Other houses .. 5 - 1 4

The methods employed are for severe cases—fumigation
with Hydrogen Cyanide and for slight cases spraying with
various liquids by means of special sprayers. Liquids used
for the purpose have been Zaldecide made by Messrs. Newton
Chambers and Pyagra made by Messrs. Jeyes.

The use of heavy naphtha has been considered. As
however it needs special spraying machinery and other
apparatus and is not reported to have any lethal effect on the
eggs it has not been used.

To obviate the carrying of infestation from Slum Clear-
ance Areas the furniture and other effects excepting bedding,
are removed in a special fumigating van where they are
treated with Hydrogen Cyanide, while all bedding is removed
to the steam disinfector and treated there. This applies to
all removals from Slum Clearance Areas. The number of
households removed in this way was 135, including a few
transfers from one Council house to another. An agreement
for this purpose has been made with Messrs. Associated
Fumigators L.td.,, who are a firm specialising in this work.
All tenants are advised that infestation may occur through
the purchase of second-hand bedding, furniture, pictures and
clothing.

Schools, Sanitary Condition and Water Supply.

There are fourteen public elementary schools and an
inspection was made of them in April.

Town's water is available, but there were no proper
means of obtaining it for drinking in four schools.

Trough closets which are a most distinct anomaly in an

educational institution persist in three. The playground
surface in one is very defective and nothing has been done to
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HOUSING.

The duty of Slum Clearance has continued and official
representations were made on eighteen Clearance Areas con-
taining 82 houses. Clearance Orders comprising 22 areas
containing 104 houses were made by the Council.  Public
Inquiries into these were held on the 19th May and the 7th
October.

These practically complete the list of unfit houses sub-
mitted on the Yth February, 1937, but it should be understood
that there are more houses requiriug action under Section
154 of the Housine Act, 1936.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

Number of new houses erected during the year:—
(i) By Local Authority

With (a) Rehousing under Hausang Act, 1936 173
State (b) Overcrowding .. xR 21
Assistance |  (c¢) Other ... T - —
Without State Assistance = i e e 8

(i1) Bv other bodies or persons
(a) With State Assistance .. .. —
(b) Without State Assistance ... . 280

1. Housing Inspections:—

(1) (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health

or Housing Acts) 1L o0 a8 _ d62

(b) Numbe: of i inspections made for the purpuse 586
(2) (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under
Sub-head (1) abmre) which were inspected
and recorded under the IHousing Consoli-

dated Regulations, 1925-32 . 2B

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 480
(3) Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to healti

as to be unfit for human habitation .. 104
(4) Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of

those referred to under the preceding sub-
head) found not to be in all respects reas-
onably fit for human habitation ... .. 216

2. Housing Action.

Number of defective dwellinghouses ren-
dered fit in consequence of informal action
by the Local Authority or their Officers ... 137
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

The inspection of premises in the Borough where milk,
meat and other foods are prepared for sale to the public is
carried out by the Chief Sanitary Inspector and his assistants.

Particulars of the inspections, etc., are given in his report on
pages 30—34.

Milk.

There are 71 dealers on the register; of these there are in
the Borough six producers with cowsheds, 28 retailers who
obtain their supplies from various sources, two retailers in
sealed containers only, and one firm where milk is bulked and
subjected to a flash pasteurizing process and sold to other
retailers. There are also on the register as retailers of milk
in the Borough, but with premises without the Borough, 28
producers and six retailers who were not producers.

Under the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, the
following grades of milk are purchaseable :—

“Tuberculin Tested” from two separate sources, one being
sold in sealed cartons.

“Pasteurised” from two separate sources both produce
in the Borough.

All milk supplied under the Matermty and Child Welfare
Scheme is either pasteurised or dried, while all the milk sup-
plied through the public elementary schools is pasteurised.

Samples of the pasteurised milk are taken at least once
each month and sent to the County Analyst for examination
as to total bacteria, presence of bac, coli. and reaction to the
phosphatase test to check the efficiency of pasteurisation.

Meat and Other Foods.

There are now ten slaughterhouses in the Borough, and
of these four are subject to annual licences and six are regis-
tered.

One registered slaughterhouse was closed under the pro-
visions of Section 143 of the Taunton Corporation Act, 1931,
having remained unused for a period of six months.

Every effort is made by the Sanitary Inspectors to see
that all meat prepared in the Borough is inspected at the time
of slaughter, but when killing takes place in ten slaughter-
houses mainly in one part of the week it makes it difficult
for them to do this. A table showing the carcases inspected
and condemned is given on page 32.

There is no meat marking scheme in operation,
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES.

A table showing the number of cases per thousand of
population in 148 smaller towns and the comparable figures
for Taunton is given.

Rates per 1,000 population.
Smaller Towns. Taunton.

SanallsPox: oo 0 0.00 0.00
Scarlet Fever ... 2.58 071
Baphthiersa 0 o L 1.53 0.46
Enteric. .. 0.04 0.03
Erysipelas ... @ .. 0.39 0.32
BRemomay o 0.98 122

From this it will be seen that with the exception of Pneu-
monia that the incidence of notifiable infectious diseases was
lower in the Borough than in the comparable smaller towns.
Diphtheria appears to increase in prevalence about every 7 or
8 years, and this increased prevalence to persist for a period
of about five years. The year 1937 appears to be the com-
mencement of a period of low prevalence. Scarlet Fever has
been comparatively infrequent for a period of about 16 years,
and in type to be generally mild and free from serious com-
phcations. It has not been possible to trace any periods of
frequency for this disease.

Measles appear to recur at intervals of about 30 months,
and an epidemic was expected to commence about October,
but did not recur until January in 1939,

The case of Enteric Fever appeared to have contracted
the infection while on a cruise in the Mediterranean Sea.

As regards Pneumonia, there were nineteen cases of the
influenzal variety in February, March, April and May, while
fifteen of the Acute Primary type were notified in same
months and in June.

The influenzal type appeared chiefly in those over 65
years of age.

Non-notifiable Infectious Diseases,

Mumps and chicken-pox were prevalent throughout the
year.

Immunization against Diphtheria.

A scheme for this service in co-operation with the 1aedical
practitioners in the Borough was begun on the 1st December.

The scheme applies to all children ordinarily resident in
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BOROUGH OF TAUNTON.

ANNUAL REPORT of the CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR
for the Year 1938,

Summary of Visits and Inspections.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops ... TR
Bakehouses: | o a0 o el SR 28
Tents, Vans and Sheds ... .. 42
STEBlEE w b Rt T N 9
Infectious Disease, in connection with ... ... = 1
SlaughterBouses: . | .. 0 e o of i 870
Foodshops (including Markets) .. .. 129
Hotises inspected ... ' s L it N 351
Offensive drades ... 7 e 39
General Inspections .. = s 593
Re-inspections S T e 1,756
Drainage, in connection with ... . LS 348
Smoke visits and observations RS 190
Disinfestation of effects of Council house tenants by

H. Cn. process, in connection with .. 195
Visits to verminous premises ... w0 ke 61
Overcrowding Survey, in connection with 88
Rats and Mice Destruction, in connection with 25
Common Lodging Houses .. = ... = e 4
Shops Act InSpections = ..o’ i SRR 18
Refuse Disposal ... .. i RS 1
[ce-cream premises ... 56
Interviews = . T e R 274

Work Done.

Defective Roofs repaired or renewed ... .. 28
Chimney Stacks repaired or renewed ... ... 3
Defective Rainwater conductors cleansed and repaired

or Temewed. ... il e S 18
External walls repaired, repointed or roughcasted ... 66
Damp-proof courses provided .. 26
Sub-floor ventilation provided = ... = .. 5
Permanent ventilation provided ... .. 47
Yard Paving repaired or renewed .. 79
Additional W.C.’s provided ... = . = e 37
Pedestal W.C.'s substituted for hoppers ... 74
Defective W.C. compartments repaired ... .. 32
W.C.’s cleansed or limewashed 2

Urinals cleansed or repaired ... . = o 1
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Defective Drains amended ... = .. .. 34
ERinasseRoked . 00 0 mny 23
Pleains tested ... 00 .. 2%\ ST S 53
Inspection chambers provided - ... .. 10
New siplssprovided ™. ™ 0 ... 79
Defective wastepipes repaired or renewed 9
Water supply provided indoors s A R 49
Defective coppers repaired or renewed ... .. 13
Ventilated foodstores provided @ ... .. 90
Defective floors repaired or renewed ... .. 184
Defective windows repaired or renewed ... ... 122
Defective plaster on walls repaired ... .. 118
Walls redecorated T e e 173
Empswdlls waterproofed ... 0 . e 35
Skirtings repaired or renewed = .. .. 9
Defective ceilings repaired or renewed ... .. 87
Ceilings whitened ... RS S e T 154
Eeilines tnderdrawn.,. =~ = a0 5
Defective doors repaired or renewed ... ... 26
Defective grates, flues, &c. repaired or renewed ... 35
Defective staircases repaired... = .. = .. 13
Handrails provided to staircases @ .. 42
Additional light provided to staircases ... 18
FeEiplaees repaired 0 L. . 6
LT R e Y S U 12
Window area increased .. = .. 24
Verminous rooms disinfested ... 34
Removals of manure and refuse .. .. 3
ST R e | P R P 9
Samples of milk (Pasteurised) taken for bacterio-
logical examination . = .. 48
Samples of milk (Accredited) taken for bacteriologi
SRR CRARETION. . e o e s 14
Samples of milk taken for test for tubercle bacilli .... 9
Samples of drinking water taken for bacteriological
T e b e S S - T P |7
Samples of Ice-cream submitted for analysis .. 15
Informal notices served ... =00 .. e 143
Etniory motices served .ol e 20
Disinfection.
Rooms disinfected 2N Dbl 40
Articles of bedding, clothing, etc., disinfected ... 217
Articles of bedding, clothing, etc., destroyed ... 24
Articles of bedding, clothing, etc., disinfested 8
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Inspection of Meat and other Foods,
Notices received under Article 8, Public Health (Meat)

Regulations, 1924 58
Notices received under Article 8, para 2 “Public Health
(Meat) Regulations, 1924 8
Notices received under Article g, Public Health {"Ir[eat}
Regulations, 1924 : ; 27
Visits made to slaughterhouses 870
Visits made to foodshops (including markets} 129
Total number of condemnations 2,151
CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED.
[Cattiesxcluding  cows | catven |SheRANd|  pigs
Number killed if known | 876 60 | 271 4580 | 15,871
Numkber inspected | 831 60 | 61 3641 | 12,981
All  Diseases except | '
Tuberculosis— i
Whole carcases I
condemned . 3 = 1 4 7
Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemned 20  FE 20 120
Per cent. of number
inspected affected with
disease other than |
Tuberculosis | 2.65 1.67 1.64 0.66 0.98
Tuberculosis only— I
Whole Carcases con- |
demned , 2 | — — == 25
Carcases of which SOme :
part or organ was
condemned 18 L — Akl 1,909
Per cent, of the number I
inspected affected with
tuberculosis . | ol Lo s 14.90
Weight of Meat condemned :—
(1) Tubercular 17 tons. 1 cwt. 2 qrs. 121bs.
(2) Other diseases 1 ton. 17 cwts, 0 qrs. 20 lbs.

The *‘ Other Diseases *’ included Johne's Disease, Anaemia,
Dropsy, Erysipelas, Parasites, Angioma, Pyaemia, Abscesses,
Bone-taint, Bruising, and Putrefaction,






34 MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.
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The administration of the Factory and Workshop Aect, 1901 in
connection with

FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES

1,—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS AND
WORKPLACES.

Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

Number of

Written | Occupiers
Premises | Inspections Notices | Prosecuted.
(1) | (2) ' (3) i (4)
Factories ' : |
{with mechanical power) 31 8 | -
Factories - ; !
{without mechanical power) 11 5 —
Total ... o] 42 | 13 - -

2. —DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS
AND WORKPLACES.

Number
Number of Defects of defects
in respect of
' |_ Referred which Prose-
Particulars i Found | Remedied to H.M. | cutions were

' ' Inspector | instituted.

(1) (2) (3) ! (4) (5)
Nuisances under the Public
Health Acts :—
Want of cleanliness 5 o —_ —
Ineffective drainage of floors ... 1 1 — =
Sanitary accommodation :— f
Insufficient ... 3 | 2 - —
Unsuitable or defective el 7 i 5 - —
Other offences 1 —_ == ==
Total 17 13 | — =
















