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1o MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.

Foster Children.

All foster children are under the supervision of the Health
Visitor until they become five years of age, when their supervision
passes to the School Nurses, who are responsible until they attain
nine years of age. The number of children on the register at the
beginning of the year was sixteen and at the end also sixteen.

In this district many mothers go out to work in factories,
and their younger children are placed in other houses during the
day time and a payment is made for this. There is at present no
power to require registration under such circumstances. Some
of the homes in which these children are placed are not suitable,
while the women who undertake to do this are frequently elderly
and unsuitable for this purpose.

I consider that powers similar to those for foster children
should be applicable to these children who are received for the
day time only.

Provision of Free Milk,

Milk is provided free under the Milk (Mothers and Children)
Orders in the amount of one pint per day to :—

(1) Expectant mothers in the last three months of pregnancy

(2) Nursing Mothers

(3) Infants under 3 years of age until the 2gth June when

the age was increased to 5 years.
when after enquiry the total income is proved to be under a
certain amount per head after deduction of rent.

Orders for free milk are given only after a signed and authen-
ticated application is received.

The order is made out for a period not exceeding 28 days and
the applicant is required to attend the Infant Welfare Centre
with the children receiving milk on certain fixed days.

The approximate amount of milk supplied to applicants
was 14,587 pints at a cost of £191 gs. 1d.

The number of families supplied was 68.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The rainfall on the watershed was almost 41 inches which
is in excess of the average. The supply was satisfactory in
quantity.

Sets of samples were taken for bacteriological examination
twice a month. Each set included (1) the raw water (2) the
water from the filter beds after filtration and chlorination and
(3) water from a main tap in the Town.

All except four of the main tap samples were satisfactory.
The unsatisfactory ones were as follows :—

21st January B. Coli present in 30 c.c.
3rd June B. Coli present in 30 c.c.
4th November ... B. Coli present in 30 c.c.
19th November ... B. Coli present in 30 c.c.

From these it appears that the water was not on these dates
entirely satisfactory in quality, for these results should not be
obtained from a properly chlorinated supply.

Closet Accommodation.

With very few exceptions, and these only in the outlying
parts of the town, all the closets are on the water carriage system.
Many of the older working class houses, apart from those being
dealt with in the Slum Clearance Programme, have no separate
water closets and join at one with several other houses. This
condition is most unsatisfactory and steps will be taken to remedy
it when the pressure of work due to Slum Clearance has dimin-
ished.

Drainage and Sewerage.

A new sewer 4,100 feet long, with a small pumping station
consisting of two six inch pumps, was laid from the Halcon
Housing Estate to the Sewage Disposal Works. A sewer 2,600
feet long was laid from the South Road to Holway Road.

Public Cleansing.
House refuse is collected twice a week from all parts of the
Town except during certain holiday periods.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area.
The report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector is given on pages
24 to 30 and includes particulars of action taken under the Shops

Act 1934.
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Smoke Abatement,
There was no occasion to take action.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

There is one public swimming bath owned by the Taunton
Corporation. The water is filtered and chlorinated.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

Trials have been made of various agents for this purpose.
These included nascent Sulpher Dioxide and various proprietary
compounds of a liquid and a gaseous nature. These did not
appear to be potent enough to destroy the eggs and it was there-
fore decided to use Prussic Acid or Hydrogen Cyanide for this
purpose. A contract was entered into with a firm specializing
in this work. This included the removal and fumigation of all
furniture and effects except bedding from houses in Slum Clear-
ance Areas to Council houses. The bedding is removed and
put through the steam disinfector on the same day that the
furniture is treated. The contract also makes provision for
the fumigation of houses by the same method and in such cases
adjoining premises are vacated for a period of 24 hours or over.

No of houses found to be infested. No. disinfested.

a. Council houses b 6 — by HCN

b. Other houses 3 3 — by S0z
Schools.

There are fourteen public elementary schools in the town,
and these were all inspected during the year.

In some of the older schools built about sixty years, there is
a lack of light and air and these do not comply with modern
requirements in many ways. The trough closet persists in three
of these schools. Town water is supplied to all, but there isa
lack of proper means of obtaining it for drinking purposes in
several of the schools.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Measles,

The epidemic which commenced in September 1935 continued
until the end of March 1936. The total number of cases notified
was 620 and the number of deaths was 3 (occurring in 1935) The
measures taken to cope with it were described on page 22 of my
Report for 1935.

Scarlet Fever.

Forty-one cases of this were notified and thirty of these were
removed to the Isolation Hospital.

It is now believed that the cases of sore throat and other
manifestations, without a rash or with a rash of a very transient
nature are due to the same cause as Scarlet Fever. Under these
circumstances the old policy of removing all recognised cases to
Hospital and thereby hoping to prevent the spread of infection
has been modified and removed to Hospital is now required only
when the home circumstances are unsatisfactory or when other
circumstances such as the sale of food on the premises render this
imperative.

Diphtheria.

Forty-seven cases of this were notified and were all removed
to the Isolation Hospital. This disease requires particular
nursing, which is seldom available in the ordinary home.

A scheme for the immunization of all children between 1 and
5 years of age has been promulgated by the Somerset County
Council. I have hesitated to advise your participation in this
for if only a small proportion (under 309,) of the children at this
age are immunized there is likely to be a higher incidence of the
disease for those so treated will not suffer but may carry
the infection.

Enteric Fever.

One of the two cases notified had apparently contracted this
while resident at Poole in Dorset.

I am able to obtain early information of infectious disease
occurring in school children through the activities of the two
School Nurses who are also the only School Attendance Officers.
They report to me all suspicious cases where no doctor is in
attendance and in such cases visits are made to check the diag-
nosis and secure appropriate treatment.













































