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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REFORT. 3

Public Health Department,
Corporation Street,
Taunton,
6th May, 1927.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the
Borough of Taunton.

MnRr. MAYOR, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report on the
health of Taunton for the year 1926.

The report for 1925 was a Survey Report and gave in consider-
able detail facts required to be set forth by the Minister of Health.
These are now to be given every five vears and in the intervening
years the reports are to be briefer.

New legislation which came into force during 1926 included the
Public Health (Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia) Regula-
tions, which are intended to reduce the incidence of disease among
women at child. birth; the Public Health (Ophthalmia Neona-
torum) Regulations, which revise regulations made in 1914; and
the Milk and Dairies Order, 1926, of which a summary is given in
the body of the report.

The statistics are satisfactory, and as compared with other
towns of the same size the death rate is slightly less and the
infant mortality rate much less; both of which reflect the care
taken for sanitary conditions generally. Infectious diseases were
remarkable chiefly by their low numbers.

I should like to record my appreciation of the care and
thoroughness with which the Chairman of the Public Health
Committee considers all matters coming before that body and
also of the staff of the department for their loyal help and
co-operation.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
JOHN ALLEN.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.
Water Supply.

The rainfall on the watershed was 32.17 inches at Blagdon and
32.07 inches at Leigh.

The storage reservoirs were almost full at the end of the year,
there being 131 million gallons in storage against a total capacity
of 160 million gallons.

Samples of water have been taken to test the action of the filter
beds at Fulwood and it appears that they are not able to filter
properly the inereased amount of water which has to pass through

them. Plans are therefore being considered for the extension of
these.

The laying of the additional main between Fulwood and the
town was commenced early in the year but was interrupted by

the Coal Dispute. This meain will probably be completed early in
1927.

PREMIS;ES AND OCCUPATIONS WHICH ARE
CONTROLLED BY BYE-LAWS OR REGULATIONS.

Offensive Trades.

These are:—Blood boiler or drier, Bone boiler, Tanner, Fell-
monger, Leather dresser, Soap boiler, Tallow melter, Fat melter
or extractor, Tripe boiler, Glue maker, Size maker, Gut seraper,
Dealer in Rags and Bones, Fish frier, and Dealer in Hides and
Skins.

Those actually carried on in this area are:.—

Fellmonger, Tanner and Leather dresser
Tripe boilers

Gut seraper o

Rag and Bone Dealers

F]Eh friers s

Hide and Skin De-alerf-;

B =] D = OO

Other Premises and Occupations.

Bakehouses,
There are 22 of these. None are underground.
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1V. deals with Health and Inspection of Cattle and is adminis-
tered by the Somerset County Council. Part V. contains

rovicions for cleanliness and protection against infection; e.g.,
gs&chcm 12 provides for lighting, both natural and artificial—the
cow sheds here are all partially open-fronted.

SEcTION 13 provides for a suitable water supply. All the
premises have this.

SecTION 14 has provisions as to the places in which milk may
be kept, and the covering of milk containers.

SECTION 15 requires the personal eleanliness of those handling
milk.

SEcTION 16 prohibits the treatment of milk tin cowsheds or
other places where it is possible for it to be contaminated.

SEcTIoN 17 provides for the notification of infectious disease in
the household of any person dealing in milk.

SEcTIONS 18 and 19 contain provisions for dealing with milk
giving rise to infectious disease.

Part VI. consists of speeial provisions applicable to cow-
keepers, but Section 24, which contains regulations for eooling,
ecannot be enforced until 1st April, 1927, while Seetion 25, which
enables vou to require proper flooring, cannot be enforced until
the 1st Cectober, 1929. The majority of the cowsheds have
cement floors with a proper grip or channel.

Part VII. deals with premises used for the sale of milk and
requirss that these be kept clean and have conecrete floors.

Part VIII. deals with the convevance and distribution of milk,
but here again Section 27, which prohibits the use of receptacles
which cannot readily be cle&nsed cannot be enforeed until 1st
October, 1928 ; nor can Section 29 which requires the name and

address and a suitable type of churn ete., be enforced until 1st
October, 1928,

I am of the opinion that the powers we now have for the control
of milk under the new Order are not as complete as they were
under the Regulaticns adopted by you in 1906,

Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1923.

I am pleased to be able to report that Grade A., Tubereulin
Tested Milk i1s now on sale in this area. This is milk frem eattle
which have been tested by the tuberculin test and who do not
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HOUSING.

The igeneral conditions were surveyed at some length in my
report for 1925.

Since then five houses have been closed and demolished, while
187 new ones have beer built. There were therefore at the end
ot 1926, 5,672 houses in the area and 4,884 of these were of work-
ing class type. Taking the population at the Registrar General’s
estimate for 1926 at 24,010, this gives an average population of
4.2 persons per house.

Since 1919, 862 houses have been erected, including 217 by
the Town Council; of the remainder, 62 with assistance under
the Housing Schemes and 83 without assistance or subsidy.

There still remain 220 houses to be ereected in the Scheme
approved by the Town Council, and these should be completed by
February, 1928.

Assistance has been given to the Housing Committee in seleet-
ing tenants for the new houses; lists of applicants selected by
the Committee have been visited and the mmediate housing
eireumstances noted and reported.

The regular survey of houses as part of a definite house to house
schems, apart from complaints, has been continued in two wards,
namely, Rowbarton and Trinity, and 441 houses were inspected :
187 of theses were found to have defeets which eculd and should

be remedied. At the end of 1926, 165 of these had the defects
removed.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
Maternity Home.
Progress has been made in the scheme,

On 12th Oectober, 1926, the Counecil unanimously approved a
scheme of which the following are the main details.

The ground adjoining Canon Lodge Nursing Home to be pur-
chased by consent of the Official Trustee of Charity Lands for
£300 and on this and directly adjoining the house is to be erected
the Maternity Home, accommodating four beds, a labour ward,
an isolation ward and bedrooms for the staff.

Tenders for the erection of the Home have been invited and
one has been accepted.
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New babies attending for the first time numbered 201, which
means that rather less than two-thirds of the total number of
births tock advantage of the facilities provided.

There is still some failure to realise the true purpose of the
Centre, which is educative rather than curative. That is to say,
a mother brings her infant because if is not doing well, advice is
given as to this, the infant improves, and then the mother ceases
to attend.

The method which would be of most benefit to the child would
be as follows :—

During the first year Medical examination once
per month.

During the second year ... Medical examination every
two months.

During the third year ... Medical examination every

three months.
During the fourth and fifth Medical examination every
years four months.

and this, of course, even if the child appears perfectly normal.
It does not appear to be generally realised that the toddler needs
just as much care and attention as the infant in arms, and that
small defects arising can be remedied much easier if they are
taken in hand immediately after they arise than if they are left
in the often vain hope that they will remedy themselves. I want
to see a much larger attendance of toddlers.

Crippling Defects.

The scheme initiated for the treatment of these in 1925 in con-
junction with the Somerset County Council, has continued to be
of great value.

Miss Forrester-Brown, M.S., M.D., is the visiting orthopzdic
surgeon and attends on the secﬂnd Frlday m each month. The
orthopeedie nurse attends every Friday.

Mrs. Scott has rendered most valuable services as Superinten-
dent of the Voluntary Seetion, and had the Misses Sibley,
Suteliffe, Thicknesse and Welch to help in the remedial and other
sections.

Fourteen infants (children under five years) were advised to
attend and all attended.

Operative treatment was advised for four but the parents would
not agree to have this,
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Institutional Provision for Unmarried Mnthars.
None.

Institutional Provision for Illegitimate Infants
and Homeless Children.

Homeless Children—the Taunton Board of Guardians have a
separate home for 30 children on the Cheddon Road.

Ambulance Facilities.
(a) For Infectious Cases.

A motor ambulance holding two streteher cases is kept at the
Isolation Hospital.

(b) For Non-infeetious and Accident Cases.

An ambulance on a Ford chassis is provided and maintained
by the Red Cross Ambulance Committee.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE. Omne. This is pro-
vided and maintained by the Taunton Town Couneil and is held
in the Munieipal Offices in Corporation Street. It is open for
consultations each Tuesday from 2 to 5 p.m., and for special cases
on Fridays from 4 to 5 p.m.

Day Nursery. None.

ScHooL CrLiNic. One. This is provided by the Borough Educa-
tion Committee and is open each school day. It is used for the
treatment of minor ailments, visual defeets and as a dental clinie.

OrrHOPEDIC CLINIC. One. This is provided by the Somerset
County Council, while the Town Council pay for cases attending
on an attendance basis. It is held in rooms provided by the Town
Council and for which no charge is made.

TupercuLosIS DisPENSARY. One. This is provided by the
Somerset County Couneil and is held in special premises in Priory
Avenue. It is open for Taunton cases on Mondays.

VENEREAL Disgases Crinic. One. This is provided by the
Somerset County Couneil and is held in the Out Patients’ Depart-
ment of the Taunton and Somerset Hospital. The times for
attendance are:—Men, on Saturdays from 4 to 5 p.m. and on
Mondays at 7.30 p.m.; Women, on Tuesdays at 2.30 p.m. and
Mondays at 6 p.m.







































