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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.

diseased immediate notice must be given to the Mediecal
Officer of Health.

The practices of gut-scraping, tripe-cleaning or the
preparation of any food and various other domestic activi-
ties within a slaughterhouse are prohibited; nor may 1t
be used for the killing of any animal which is not in-
tended for human food.

Part III. This is the only permissive section, and enables an

authority, if approved by the Ministry, to have a special
stamp and to mark all meat inspected with if.

As this would require the whole-time service of an
additional Inspector I have not advised its adoption.

Part IV. Contains regulations for the control of stalls. Its

requirements include—the display of the name and home
address of the occupier, the proper protection of its con-
tents if the stall is not in an enclosed place, the provision
of a proper receptacle for waste, details as to cleanliness
and the prevention of contamination by flies.

Part V. Contains somewhat similar requirements for shops

and stores and in addition some sanitary requirements
forbidding direet communication with a water closet or
urinal or a sleeping place. Provisions for cleanliness and
limewashing and a vague provision against the contamin-
ation of meat by filth, mud, ete.

Part VI. Deals with the care of meat during transport and

contains requirements for the cleanliness of the vehicle,
the adequate covering of meat when not transported in
a closed vehicle and prohibits the carrying of live animals
in the same van with meat.

A copy of the regulations was sent to every butecher in the area

and by arrangement with the Taunton members of the Master
Butchers’' Association a joint meeting between them and the

sanitary officers concerned was held on the 4th February, 1925.

The regulations were then considered in detail and where possible
explanations given on doubtful points.

Notices under Section 8 of the Regulations have to be given

to the Medical Officer of Health either at his office in Corporation
Btreet, or if out of office hours at his residence in Castle Green,
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part of the carcase or internal organs appears to him to be diseased
or unsound.

The number of visits paid by the Sanitary Inspectors to
slaughterhouses are more than 3% times those made in 1924,
while diseased or unsound meat surrendered has increased from
approximately 28 cwt. in 1924 to 69 ewt. in 1925.

Condemned meat is disposed of by incineration at the refuse
destructor, where a special door was made into a flue during the
reconstruetion of these in 1924. :

The Tuberculosis Order of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries came into operation on 1st September, 1925, and by it
any person having possession or care of a cow with either chronie
disease of the udder, tuberculous emaciation or chronic cough
with other signs of tuberculosis is required to give notice of this
to the Town Clerk. On receipt of such a notice the cow is exam-
ined by a veterinary surgeon and if the presence of the disease is

confirmed by him arrangements are then made for the slaughter
of the cow.

Under Tuberculosis Order No. 2 notice that slaughter of such
an animal will take place has to be given to the Medieal Officer
of Health in order to avoid the possibility of the meat of such an
animal being used for human consumption.

No notices of slaughter under this Order were received by me
during 1925.
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.

The number of premises on the register on the 31st December,
1925, was 57.

These were classified as:—

Premises.
In Borough. Out of Borough. Total.

Wholesale distributor unly 1 — 1
Producer only ... 2 7 = 7
Producer and Retailer ... 6 8 14
Retailer only .. Wl O — 35

49 8 a7
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———

No licences have been applied for in respect of the distribution
of pasteurised, graded or certified milk. Some enquiries have
been made to me as to the possibility of obtaining Grade A. or
Certified milk in this area, and I am certain that there would be
a sale for either of these milks if retailed in this area.

An exhaustive examination was made into the cleanliness of.
the milk (as judged by baecteriological methods) supplied in 1924
and was summarised on pages 8 and 9 of my report for 1924.
From these it appeared that the milk supplied was above the

e for cleanliness and that some of the producers would have
ht-*l'-l culty in supplying Grade A. milk.

Three persons have ceased to retaill milk and have in con-
sequence been taken off the register, while three businesses have
been transferred.

I would here take the opportunity to mention that registration
under the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, is in respect
of both the premises and the person, and that when a business is
likely to change hands it should be borne in mind that the Sani-

Authority may withhold registration of a new retailer unless
considerable alterations to the premises are carried out.

When the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, came into
force it was decided to register several small shops where milk
was being sold with other articles, but that if any of these
businesses should change hands they should not again be regis-
tered until more suitable provision was made.

Ten of the thirty-five retailers have premises of this kind and

it may now be advisable to require more suitable provision or the
cessation of the sale of milk.

New measures for the prevention of tuberculosis by milk in-
clude :—

(1) The Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Aet, 1915, which
came into force on 1lst September, 1925,

Under Section 4 of this Act the Medical Officer of
Health is required, if he has reason to believe that
certain milk is likely to ecause tuberculosis, to trace the

source of origin and inform the County Medical Officer
of Health.

Section 5 prohibits the sale or use of milk from a cow
which has given tuberculous milk or is suffering from
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There were three return cases occurring in connection with
children discharged from the Isolation Hospital. These followed
the discharge of two children to separate homes on the same date
and who had both been in hospital for six weeks. In one home
there were two other children and both of these developed Scarlet
Fever within one week of the return home of their sister; in the
other home there was one child and this also developed the disease
within one week of the return of her brother.

An ordinary return case rate is usually 3 per cent. of the cases
discharged and the rate here is well under this.

Diphtheria.

Thirteen cases were notified but three of these were withdrawn
later. Eleven cases (including two of those cancelled, were ad-
mitted to the Isolation Hospital. There were no deaths.

The disease did not appear to be of a severe type in any of the
cases.

Notifications during the past ten years show a marked fall in
the incidence of this disease. The numbers are for:—

Year. Cases. Deaths.
1915 20 6
1916 68 |
1917 36 —_
1918 15 1
1919 6 —
1920 25 2
1921 33 1
1922 32 1
1923 12 —
1924 11 _— _—

The average number of cases a year for the past ten years is
29. There appears to have been a steady decline in the incidence
of the disease and its severity ; it may, however, for reasons which
are at present unknown, increase again and become more virulent
in type. It is possible by the injection of certain material to raise
the resistance to this disease to such a degree that the risk of a

person so treated contracting the disease becomes almost
negligible.

Antitoxin or Anti-diphtheria Serum.

This is kept at my office in phials of 8,000 units each. Four of
these were supplied to medical practitioners during the year.
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The measures taken to deal with it were given on pages 15 and
16 of my report for 1924. Similar methods were used in 1925.
The nurse specially engaged for the work continued this until
14th February when the Health Visitor took over the few cases
requiring nursing. During 1925 the measles nurse paid 188 visits
to cases, 158 of these being to children under 5 years of age.

Medical assistance was given by me to 9 cases, 32 visits being
made to these.

The success of the methods adopted may be judged by the fact
that there was not one death although 553 of the 1,007 cases were
under five years of age. The last epidemic occurred in 1919-20,
when 731 eases were notified and there were five deaths. In that
epidemic nursing aid was provided at the request of the doetor in
attendance only whereas in the latter one the nurse visited all
cases and re-visited where this appeared advisable.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Three cases of this disease were notified; all made complete
recoveries with apparently no damage to the eyes.

One case was the subject of a prosecution of the parents for
neglect. The child was born in a tent in another area and the
parents were seen with it when only a few days old in this town,
the eyes being closed and purulent matter running down its face.
The parents were apprehended by the police and the child taken
to the Taunton and Somerset Hospital where it was admitted as
an in-patient. It was there under treatment for three months
before being discharged as cured. As the result of the prosecu-
tion the father was sentenced to six months' imprisonment and
the mother to three months.

Nursing aid was not required for the case treated at home.

Cases. Final Result.

Treated.

Notified. In
At Home. Hospital.

Vision Vision Total
Unimpaired| Impaired. | Blindness. Deshs

3 1 2 3 nil. nil. nil.
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tioner while in the other the disease was only disecovered as the
liesult of a post-mortem examination to ascertain the cause of
death.

The average number of cases notified over the past ten years
was, for the pulmonary variety, 64, and for the non-pulmonary
18; while deaths for the same period averaged for the pulmonary
23 and for the non-pulmonary 6.

At the end of 1925 the number of cases of this disease in the
town was:—

Males. Females. Total.

Pulmonary s 145 149 294
Non-pulmonary ... 25 22 47
170 171 341

— —— .

Further powers for the prevention of tuberculosis are given by
Seetion 6 of the Public Health Aet, 1925. Under this Act you
have power to require the removal to hospital of any person
suffering from tuberculosis of the respiratory tract in an infectious
form from a place where proper precautions to prevent the spread
of the infection are not or cannot be taken; or when there is a
serious risk of infection to other persons.

Under the Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regula-
tions, 1925, you also have power to prevent a person in a similar
condition from handling milk.

NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Whooping Cough.

I received information from the Health Visitor and School
Nurses of 64 cases of this disease. There were five deaths, chiefly
due to the complication of broncho pneumonia.

MoNTHLY INCIDENCE OF DEATHS.
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.

N T o R S

Mumps.

From similar sources I received information of 104 cases of this
disease, chiefly in the last quarter of the year.

I find that many adults were infected.
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HOUSING.

General Conditions in the Borough.

The census taken in 1921 and modified according to the Exten-
sion of the Borough in November of that year showed that there
were 5,376 houses, including 4,570 of working class type. Since
the end of 1921, 225 more houses (including 63 working class type)
have been erected, while none had been closed or demolished.
There were therefore at the end of 1925, 5,540, including 4,732
of working class type.

At least 700 of these houses are of the back-to-back type; that
is, they have no through ventilation in consequence of there being
no openings of any kind in the back wall. These houses lie in
rows, usually entered by a narrow opening from a main street.

I have no precise information as to the extent of the shortage
of houses, but some indication of this can be gathered from the
fact that at the end of March, 1926, the applications received for
Couneil houses numbered 666. This number includes some repeat
or duplicate applications—but even if these were 5 per cent. of
the total there remain over 600 applicants who need houses. My
visits to houses for various purposes have also shown me that
there are many cases of gross overcrowding and that in some
cases families have only one room for both living and sleeping.

To meet this shortage there have been built since 1920
162 houses of working class type, and in January, 1925, the Town
Coungil resolved to build 200 houses in 1925 and 1926. At the
end of 1925 about 82 of these were nearing completion.

It has been impossible to deal by any satisfactory method with
the majority of the cases of overcrowding which have come to
my knowledge, owing to the fact that if the people causing the
overcrowding are required to move they almost invariably give
rise to a similar state of affairs in the next house into which they
move. My impression is that inability to pay the rents demanded
is the cause of many of these cases.

Action was taken in nine cases only during the year.

Fitness of Houses.

The fact that there has been no complete survey of the town
under the Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910,
makes it difficult to give any precise information on this.

A start on the housing survey was made in 1920 and I have
records of the inspection of 782 houses. Out of these one was
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found unfit for habitation, and 350 had defects of one kind or
another which could be remedied. In other words over 45 per
cent. of the houses inspected on a definite scheme and quite apart
from complaints made by the tenants had defects which could be
made good.

In Trinity Ward during 1925, 261 houses were inspected and
over 60 per cent. of these had defects requiring attention.

As regards the nature of these defeets the principal one was
dirty internal walls and ceilings, and then in order of frequency—
defective roofs, windows which would not open, lack of a sink for
washing up, shutes and gutters which would not hold rain and
floors with defective boards.

None of these were of the no-backlet type.

In thirteen cases only did the defects appear to be due to lack
of ecare on the part of the tenants and in these notices to remedy
the defects were served on the tenants themselves.

1 do not know of any scheme in action among property owners
whereby the houses are given a regular inspection at definite in-
tervals but am convinced that such a plan would be of benefit
both to landlord and tenant. This scheme has been adopted for
the Council houses and all these are now examined by the Sani-
tary Inspectors at least once a year and oftener if the condition
of the house shows that this is advisable.

A report is presented as a result of this survey.

As regards the remedying of defects found either as a result
of the house-to-house inspection or as a sequel to a complaint
made, T8 per cent of the defects found were remedied without
formal notices being required and in only 15 per cent. had it been
found necessary to send a formal notice, while the 7 per cent.
remaining were under consideration at the end of the year. Of
the 63 formal notices required 56 were made under the Public
Health Acts and 7 under the Housing Acts.

The 700 houses without backlet present a very difficult problem.
They consist generally of a living room, with a window and door
on the same side; from this living room a narrow stair goes to a
room above which is frequently divided by a partition of wood.
There may also be a further room above this. These houses have
no internal water supply or waste water sink.

Water is obtained from a tap in the court and waste water got
rid of by pouring down a gully in the court.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Maternity Home.

Delay in the progress of the scheme for fhe erection of a home
on a site in the occupation of the Taunton District Nursing Associ-
ation has arisen owing to difficulty in the sale of the land. This
ground is vested in the Official Trustee of Charity Lands and an
order has to be obtained from this body before such a sale can
be contemplated. Steps have been taken to obtain this and to
have a valuation. When these are obtained it should be possible
to submit a scheme to the Town Counecil.

Births.

The number registered was 356, 201 being males and 155
females. Of these 20 were known to be illegitimate.

This gives a birth rate of 14.4 per thousand and an illegitimate
birth rate of 0.8 per thousand.

Notifications of births under the Notification of Births Aect,
1907, numbered 385. Of these 273 complied with the require-
ments of the Aet in that they were made within 86 hours after
birth. Of these 53 were made by medical practitioners, 215 by
midwives and 5 by parents.

These notifications include 8 still births, giving a still birth rate
of 22.4 per thousand registered births.

Infant Deaths.

There were 22 deaths of infants under one year of age, giving
an Infantile Mortality Rate of 61.8 per thousand.

Deaths of infants under one month old numbered 10—almost
half the total number of deaths. Nine of these were due to
causes operating before the birth of the child and indicate the
necessity for greater ante-natal care of the mother.

Three deaths required inquests, including two from overlying
(one of these was the only illegitimate death) and one where a
congenital defect was stated to be the cause of death.

The Infant Welfare Centre.

I have to record a most successful year. The Centre was open
on 51 occasions. The attendances of mothers totalled 2,626 and
consultations given numbered 1,510. There was an average atten-
dance per session of over 51 mothers and of over 29 consultations.
New babies coming for the first time numbered 199.
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The usual afternoon is Tuesday and the time from 2 p.m. to
5 p.n.

Miss Dudfield has accepted the post of hon. secretary to the
voluntary section of the work and has shown great emergy in
reviving this. There are now sewing classes and demonstrations,
including instruction in bathing for which some mothers have
nobly supphed the only object on whiech this can be properly
learned, namely, a real baby.

A new departure has been a series of demonstrations to girls
from the elementary schools who were in their last year at school,
that is over 13 years old. These included :—

(1) What infant welfare centres are for. By the Medical
Officer of Health.

(2) Bathing and Dressing. By Miss Upton, the Lady Super-
intendent of the Taunton District Nursing Association,

and her staff.
(8) Feeding. By Miss Dudfield, Health Visitor.
(4) Clothing. ,, i ”

(5) Cots, and how to make them. By Mrs. Tyson.

The girls attended each lecture in batches of twenty to twenty-
five and appeared most interested. ,

The Centre is working at full pressure and appears to be valued
by the mothers. 1f more ladies would volunteer it would be
possible to expand the social work in many useful directions.

There are, however, still mothers who do not realise that it is
better to bring the children at regular intervals, even if they are
quite well. It would indeed be useful if arrangements could be
made to send a reminder before the birthday of each child so
that it could be brought up for a complete overhaul; lack of
clerical assistance alone prevents my putting this scheme into
action.

Any particulars regarding the previous history of the child are
summarised from the birth records kept by the Health Visitor
and the Infant Consultation Records for the school record card,
and arrangements have been made for the particular note of any
cases of squint in order that these may be seen by the Ophthal-
mologist as soon as possible after the child attends school.
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Crippling Defects.

The Somerset County Council have adopted a scheme to provide
treatment for children with defects of this nature.

The central unit is the Combe Park Orthopsdic Hospital at
Bath, where the Somerset County Council have agreed to main-
tain 24 beds. In connection with this clinics have been estab-
lished at various centres in the county, one of which is held in
the Municipal Offices here.

Miss Forrester-Brown, M.5., M.D., who is one of the surgeons
at the Bath Hospital, attends the clinic here on the second Friday
in each month, while a specially trained after-care Sister who
has been appointed by the Somerset C.C. attends the clinic on
every Friday except the third in each month.

All new cases seen at the Infant Welfare Centre are submitted
for the first time on the surgeon’s day and attend for any sub-
sequent massage or other remedial treatment as instructed by
the Sister.

Mrs. Secott, the hon. secretary of the Taunton and District
Tuberculosis Care Committee, has very kindly agreed to organise
the voluntary section of the work and has gathered a very capable
band of ladies for this purpose.

You have decided to participate in this scheme as regards child-
ren from birth and until they attend school or become of school
age.

The first clinic was held on the 11th September, 1925, and two
other surgeon’s days were on the 13th November and the 4th
December.

Eight infants were recommended to attend and seven attended.
Of the seven who attended operative treatment at the Central
Hospital was advised for three. One agreed and -has had this
while two refused. Manipulation and remedial treatment was
advised for four who have all attended for this.

Some part of the charges made for the infant who went to the
Central Hospital has been recovered from the parents.

Foster Children.

The Board of Guardians, who are the responsible authority,
have a special woman officer for the supervision of these children,
but as the Health Visitor and School Nurses have many oppor-
tunities for the inspection of foster children, they report to me
any cases where the conditions are not satisfactory.

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians also informs me when
any person in the Borough receives an infant for hire or reward.
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As a result of reports made to me by the nurses and confirma-
tion by myself I have reported to the Board of Guardians that
in my opinion the homes in which six of these children were kept
were unsuitable for this purpose.

Co-operation of this kind appears most necessary in the in-
terests of the children.

Work of the Health Visitor.

Miss N. W. Dudfield commenced duty on the 1st January,
1925, and has proved a most capable and efficient health visitor.
Her efforts have much to do with the increase in the number of
infant eonsultations and the value of her work is reflected in the
fact that the death rate of infants under one year of age is only
61.8 per thousand as compared with 74.0 for other towns of a
similar character.

Her work may be summarised as:—

First Visits. Re-Visits.
Under 1 year ... ... 405 Under 1 year ... ... 1,641
Ante-natal cases 72 Between 1 and 2 years 1,060
Still births 10 Between 2 and 3 years 823
Other visits ... 75 Ante-natal cases 31
Other visits ... 16
562 e

3,571

Total visits 4,133.

Milk (Mothers and Children) Orders.

Milk was supplied free of cost during 1925 to either nursing
mothers, women in the last three months of pregnancy, or to
children under three years of age.

Before this is supplied the whole income of the family is inves-
tigated and then compared with a scale varying according to the
size of the family. This scale was graded at 70 per cent. above
pre-war prices in January, then increased to 80 per cent. in April
and at 75 per cent. in November.

The number of families supplied was 66; the quantity 10,787
pints (or equivalent in dried milk) and the cost £134 11s. 0d.

Orders for the milk are made out for 28 days and renewed on
application if there has been no increase in the income and if

E}le children are brought to the Centre for weighing and inspec-
ion,
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Appendix VIII.
HOUSING STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1925.

Number of houses erected during the year—

(@) Total number ... .. o6
(b) With State assistance under the Houslng Actﬂ-—-—
(i) By the Local Authority 8
(ii) By other bodies or persons ... Sinls o0

Appendix IX.

I. Unfit Dwelling Houses.
Inspection—

(1) Total number of houses inspeected for housing
defects under Public Health or Housing Acts ... 784

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing (Inspection of
Distriet) Regulations, 1910, or the Hﬂusmg Con-
solidated Regulations, 1925 261

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation e ¢ INBL

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those in
the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respeets reasonably fit for human occupation ... 396

II Remedy of Defects without service of Formal Notices.
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Loeal
Authority or their officers ... S L

ITI. Action under Statutory Powers.

A. Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing Aet, 1925.

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respeet of which
notices were served requiring repairs ... : 7

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered ﬁt
after service of formal notice—

(a) By owners 7
(b) By Local Aubhorlty in default Uf owners ... —
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METEOROLOGICAL REPORT
on the year 1925.

The observations below are recorded at the Municipal Build-
ings and Vivary Park,

" The daily rainfall and the total rainfall for the year were sent
to the British Rainfall Organisation, Air Ministry, London, S.W.
Weekly reports on the rainfall and sunshine were also supplied
to the Local Press.

The highest observed reading of the barometer during the year
was 30.64 on the 19th January, at 9 a.m., whilst the lowest was
28.64 on the 20th December at the same hour.

The highest temperature registered in the Stephenson Sereen
during the year was 85.0 on 12th June. The lowest was 17.0 on
13th November and 4th December.

The day of the highest mean temperature of the air was 22nd
July, and the value for that day was 71.0. The day of the lowest
mean ftemperature was 15th November, when 27.0 was regis-
tered.

The mean temperature for the year was 49.68.

The greatest duration of bright sunshine upon any one day was
15.0 hours recorded on June 3rd, 4th, 10th, 11th and 29th.

June was the sunniest month with 350.5 hours of bright sun-
shine, and July the warmest. November was the coldest month.
The total amount of bright sunshine for the year was 1694.5
hours as compared with 1499.0 hours in 1924. There were
46 sunless days in the year.

The heaviest fall of rain in any one ‘‘rainfall”’ day, i.e.,
24 hours ending at 9 a.m. next day, was 1.11 inches on the 19th
September. February headed the months with a total cf
2.93 inches of rain, December coming next with 3.66 inches,
whilst June was the lowest with 0.05 inches.

Rain fell on 185 days, and the total rainfall for the year was
20.64 inches, as compared with 37.665 inches for 1924 with 196
wet days for the same year.

I am,
Your obedient servant,
E. C. FARR,
M.S8.1.A., M.R.S.A. (8COT.),
M.I.H., A.R.8.1., A.L.S.E,












