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4 MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT

The Press gave good publicity to the lectures and arrangements
and published a special article by me on ‘‘Self-help in Health.”
I have no doubt that the concentration of the attention of the
public on matters of this kind has most beneficial results and that
Health Week should be observed here every year. The expenses
amounting to £8 17s. od. were all defrayed by private subscrip-
tions.

DELEGATION OF POWERS TO THE HEALTH
COMMITTEE.

On the 1oth July, 1923, the Council resolved that their powers
under certain sections of the Acts and Bye-laws be delegated to
the Health Committee. These were given in detail in the Agenda
of that date. By this the Health Committee has all the powers
of the Sanitary Authority necessary for the remedying of most
defects and is able to carry these out with the minimum of delay.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT.

Water Supply.

The rainfall on the water-shed amounted to 35.89 inches; a con-
tinuous supply was given throughout the year.

The supply from the shaft at Forches Corner was discontinued
in February owing to twisting of the shaft after the heavy rainfall
in this month. A scheme for the reconstruction of this shaft at
an estimated cost of £ 3,000 was approved on 14th August, 1923,
and the work is now in progress.

Samples of water are taken from a main tap in the town at
frequent intervals and submitted to bacteriological examination.

A dairy farm in the area added in 1921 was re-opened. This
was dependent for its water supply on a well. A sample of water
from this was found to be contaminated and town's water in-
stalled.

A sample from two houses supplied by a well in the Galmington
area was also found contaminated and town’s water is being
supplied.
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one without any connection to the sewer. Slaughtering takes
place in these at any times, it has been found impossible to regu-
late this according to a time table or rota, for killing is regulated
by the demand for meat and the temperature.

The system of Meat Inspection (Memo 62 Foods) advocated by
the Ministry of Health, was adopted by the Council on 1oth July,
19g23. All meat dealers were furnished with a copy and appear
to have carried out the regulations stated. @ The Taunton and
District Master Butchers Retail Association, comprising almost
all the retail butchers in this area, have adopted a scheme where-
by the members of this Association are insured against ‘‘losses
sustained by their innocently purchasing diseased bullocks.””
This scheme appears to be of value to the consumer by greatly
reducing the loss the butcher sustains on finding that the beast
that appeared when alive to be quite sound and when dead to be
riddled with Tuberculosis.

Common Lodging Houses.

The number registered was one. It has accommodation for 37
adults, including two married couples. An application for the
registration of another was under consideration at the end of the
year.

Tents, Vans and Sheds.

The shortage of houses has caused several caravans to take up
quarters in places in the town. One was found to be dependent
upon a pump for water supply. The water proved to be con-
taminated and town’s water was laid on.

Nuisances.

The receptacles for horse dung require continual supervision
especially during the summer months.

Food.

From information received, a butcher’s shop was visited in
March and the meat therein was examined. A fore quarter, a
loin and two sections of ribs of beef were found all showing signs
of tuberculosis, and also that efforts had been made by dressing
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examined, but no cases were found nor any possible carriers.
Five cases were notified from one home, the first on 1oth Febru-
ary was removed to Isolation Hospital and discharged on 2gth
March, the second was notified and removed on 4th April, the
third was notified and removed on 23rd April, the fourth was
notified and removed on 24th April, and the fifth notified and
removed on sth May. The house was a licensed one and had
ample accommodation and was very thoroughly disinfected after
each case. It would appear that the child first admitted was the
source of infection of the other four cases. He was very care-
fully examined and the only possible infective condition found
was a swollen nasal mucous membrane. Nine cases were found
ill at home by the School Nurses with no doctor in attendance,
these were at once reported to me, when I visited and confirmed
the diagnosis.

Enteric Fever.

Two cases of this disease were notified, one in June and one in
July. The first, a case of Paratyphoid, was admitted to the Isola-
tion Hospital and made a good recovery. The second died after
27 days’ illness, the diagnosis in this case was somewhat specula-
tive and was not confirmed by bacteriological examination. No
source of infection could be traced for either case.

Puerperal Fever.

Three cases of this disease were known to have occurred. The
first was a midwife's case (as I am informed by the practitioner)
due to some retained afterbirth. The second only came to my
knowledge through the death of the patient. This was a case of
delayed labour and after several ineffectual attempts at delivery,
was admitted to hospital, where a ceaesarian section was per-
formed. The third was a midwife's case and probably due to
retained afterbirth. 1 have reason to believe that all the cases
of this disease are not notified. A circular giving the following
definition of this disease has been sent to all Medical Practitioners
in the area:—

‘‘Septiceemia and pyaemia, including peritonitis and all cases
of acute pelvic inflammation in eonnection with child birth.”
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Nursing aid was available for any cases in which the practi-
tioner attending thought it necessary and a reminder to this effect
was sent to all doctors. As this had not been required for any
case and there had already been four deaths, a second letter was
sent and also information that special cases could be admitted to
the Isolation Hospital. There were two further deaths but in
neither of these was the nursing aid required. It was supplied
to three cases in all. As skilled nursing has a most important
effect in this disease, I cannot understand the neglect of this.

It had been found necessary to close North Town Infants’
School from 22nd February to zgth March, and Original Infants’
School from 13th March to 28th March, owing to Whooping
Cough, and it was then thought advisable to close all the Infant
Schools from 11th April to 25th April, owing to the prevalence of
Measles. The Superintendents of all the Sunday Schools were
informed and asked to co-operate by excluding all children under
8 vears of age, this advice was followed by the majority. Four
cases were sent into the Isolation Hospital, two being children
from the married quarters and two being soldiers from the
Barracks.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

Seven cases were notified among the 383 births registered.
Five of these were delivered by doctors and two by midwives,
while only one of the seven had any preventive measures such as
the instillation of silver preparations immediately after birth.
Nursing aid was supplied to three of the cases but one of these
required further treatment and was admitted to the Taunton and
Somerset Hospital where it recovered from this condition com-
pletely after 26 days as an in-patient,

I give below the table showing the treatment of these cases
and the final result.

Cases. Final Result.
Treated.
. = Vision | Vision Total
Notified. I E | : Deaths.
DTS At Home. Hus::ulital* Unimpaired Impaired. | Blindness. =

. 6 : 7 nil. nil. nil.
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SUMMARY OF NURSING ARRANGEMENTS,
HOSPITALS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS
AVAILABLE FOR THE BOROUGH OF TAUNTON.

Professional Nursing in the Home,

(a) General.—Two, belonging to the Taunton District Nursing
Association.

(b) Infectious Diseases.—The Taunton District Nursing Asso-
ciation provide nursing aid for cases of Measles and
Ophthalmia Neonatorum when required by the Medical
Officer of Health, Taunton. @ The charge for Measles
being 10 pence per visit and for Ophthalmia Neonatorum
8 pence per visit (including dressings).

Midwives,

There are four who live and practise in Taunton. These are
not employed or subsidised by the public health authority.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.

(1) MaterniTY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE. One.

This is provided and maintained by the Taunton
Borough Council. It was removed from the Technical
Institute on 1st September, 1923, to new premises at the
rear of the Public Health Offices in Corporation Street.
It is approached from Castle Green and is open on Tues-
day afternoons from 2 to 5 p.m.

(2) ScnooL Crinic. One.

This is held in the same building as the Infant Wel-
fare Centre and is open every school day. It is used
for examinations, treatment of minor ailments, treatment
of defective vision and for dental defects,

(3) TuBercuLosis DisPENsary. One.

This is provided and maintained by the Somerset
County Council in premises used solely for this purpose
in Priory Avenue. It is open on Mondays for Taunton
cases.

(4) VExNErREAL Diseases Crinic. One.

This is provided and maintained by the Somerset
County Council. It is held in rooms in the out-patient
department of the Taunton and Somerset Hospital. Men
are seen on Saturdays between 3.30 and 5 p.m., and
women and children on Tuesdays between 2 and 4 p.m.

































