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To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the County
Borough of Stockport.

Mr. MAYOR AND (JENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit herewith the Annual Report on Medical Inspection
of School Children in vour Borough for the vear 1012,

I have to record a change in the staff—Dr. Gertrude Edis resigned
in August, and I should like here to express an appreciation of the good
work which she carried out during her term of office.  Dr. Annie T. Brunvate
succeeded her in September.

The number of school children medically inspected during the year
was 4795, of whom 52 per cent. were defective. If verminous econditions
of the head, which unfortunately affected nearly one-half of the children
examined, be included, the percentage of defects reaches 74.2,

During the vear the treatment of ringworm by X-rays has been carrvied
out on an experimental basis, with such good results that the period of
exclusion from school of these cases has been considerably reduced. The
results of this, and of drug treatment carried out at the Town Hall, by
increasing school attendance, are an economical advantage to your Com-
mittee, as well as an educational gain to the children.

Another advance has been made in the treatment of defective vision.
Serious refractive errors are measured by the School Doctor, and the glasses
prescribed are provided free in necessitous eases by the Stockport Blind
Institution ; and 1 have again to tender the thanks of the Committee for
this generosity.

In connection with one school a dental clinic has been established,
and maintained by an anonymous donor. The results of this are so satis-
factory as to warrant an extension of such work.

By the adoption of these arrangements the work of medical inspection
is rendered effective, and the machinery is producing instead of running
idle. There is, however, still scope for further increasing these very impor-
tant adjuncts to the mere inspeetion of children, and it is very desirable
that the accommodation provided for this work should be increased.

I have to express my thanks to the Education Committee for the
careful consideration which they have given to my recommendations,
to the Secretary of Education, the Teachers, and the School Attendance
Officers, for their valuable co-operation which is so desirable in our work.

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Town Hall, Stockport. — it
22nd May, 1913. Medical Officer to the Education Committee,
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ACCOMMODATION OF AND ATTENDANCE AT THE SCHOOLS.

The County Borough of Stockport has an area of 5485 acres, and had
a population of 110,781 estimated to the middle of the year 1912. The
number of children attending the elementary schools at the end of 1912
was 17,733, There is, therefore, appm:-::m&tel}, one elementary school
child to every 6.24 persons ]nmg in the district. The corresponding
figure for England and Wales at the time of the last census, 1911, was 5.9,
and for the County of London, 6.08. The following list gives the school
accommodation and average attendance of the Borough up to December 31st,
1912 .—

No. of
Aecom- Partial Average
Name of School, Dept. modation. No. on roll. Exzemp-  Atten-
———H——— tion  dance.
Under 5. Owver 5. Scholars,
Stockport R. C....... B. 256 —_— 232 30 202
i s Rl 249 = 301 53 243
...... i 250 73 152 — 172
Vernon Pa,rlc Couneil... M. GO —_ 626 105 521
L. 320 78 166 — 224
Portwood Tﬁmp. .0 M 348 — 374 7 338
” S| I 237 16 160 — 153
B Poanal’a. . oo M 311 et 348 50 302
gz te 143 bt S 104 — 125
St. Thomaa s+. e M. 720 775 156 626
......... e 324 51 160 — 166
Parish Uhun::h ML GOo — 514 25 462
........ 1. 219 16 194 — 180
Wellington Road Cl.... M, 384 B 8 whon
A 137 — 100 —_— 77
Hanover Counci] ...... M. 344 — 208 52 245
N S I 107 - 69 —_ 62
Higher Brinksway Cl. M. 300 — 330 63 286
% I. 146 = T S 140
Cheadle Heath Counecil M. 320 - 245 4 225
i 1. 160 — 107 —_ |
Alexandra Park Cl. ... 8. 500 = 308 5 276
i Lt Sl 400 = 329 —_ 279
Edgeley Council...... M. 310 —_— 340 20 299
= Ee= 150 = 134 — 108
St. Matthew’s........ M. 425 == 373 a8 320
........ T 198 — 193 —_ 173
Banks Lane Couneil. M. 362 — 320 23 287
; 1. 124 — 141 — 123
Cale Grem {}cuncil. o) ML 464 — 436 35 376
. - S 220 — 169 —_ 145
St. George’s.......... S0 300 —- 324 5 295
B e, A J.M. 300 — 206 _— 268
REE L e 11 272 41 229 — 209
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No. of
) Aeceom- Partial  Average
Name of School. Dept. modation.  No. on roll. Exemp-  Aften-

—, tion  dance.
Under 5. Over 5.  Scholars.

Great Moor........... M. 220 — 242 — Aol |
5 S S e 120 7 104 —_— a0
Bb. Peber’s.....c...i M. 337 — 356 48 304
NS 1. 200 52 88 — 104
Hollywood Park CL ... M, 500 — 493 30 431
o i 200 - 198 - 167
Brentnall St. Wes, H.G. M. 556 —_ 456 o 416
s L. 144 29 106 — 117
Edgeley R. C......... B. 317 — 303 43 264
e A G. 345 — 375 48 313
3 e THTL 238 60 160 — 183
Lancashire Hill Council M., 397 — 395 43 345
3 |5 157 — 123 — 108
All Saints’........... M. 318 — 342 47 291
R L 210 45 81 — 108
Christ Church........ =ML 264 —_ 450 64 383
fr e J.M. 220 — 216 —_ 192
S R e I. 243 34 160 — 162
Hope Memorial....... L 223 45 131 — 136
St. Mary’s R. C...... M. 310 — 342 52 282
o L 55 195 H8 119 —- 132
Houldsworth’s........ M. 419 — 444 22 392
e K 286 — 275 —- 221
North Reddish Council. 8.M. 360 — 362 - 331
4 J.M. 300 - 311 — 286
% I; 320 = 00 — 94
Sonth Reddish Counecil M. 227 — 232 23 206
. I. 141 — 165 —- 137
pb. Mary’s C. E...... M. 153 - 139 12 118
M L 136 20 74 = 81
Reddish B. C. ....... M. 104 — 115 8 03
e g A i) 42 — 45 —_ 32
Totals, December, 1912, . ... 18811 659 17075 1141 15228
17734

Totals, December, 1911.... 18079 670 17063 1049 14774

17733
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.

In this, as in last year’s report, the improvements effected in the
school buildings during the year are tabulated (see Appendix), but for
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R aorestingy

full details of the sanitary circumstances reference must be made to the
report of 1910,

A new school, Alexandra Park Council. has been erected and brought
into use during the year. This school is built on the most modern lines,
and is an advance on any of the schools previously erected in Stockport.
The school is excellent from the point of view of sanitary circumstances.

The additions to the Stockport R. C. School were begun in the last
few days of 1912, and will come more naturally into the school report for
1913.

The rebuilding of the Reddish R. C. School has not vet been begun,

VENTILATION,—The schools in which improvements to ventilation
have been made during the year are Portwood Wesleyan, Lancashire Hill
Council, 8t. Matthew’s, St. Peter’s, and S. Thomas’s. At Portwood
Wesleyan ventilators have been placed in the lower part of the windows
in one room. At Lancashire Hill Council one ventilator has heen let into
the wall to give cross ventilation into a passage, in a room previously without
cross ventilation. At St. Matthew’s the ventilation of the boys’ cloak-
room has been much improved by introdueing a ventilator to connect
the boys with the girls’ cloak roem. At St Peter’s a new window has
been placed at one end of the large room in the upper department. A part
of the Infants’ room at St. Peter’s has been screened off, and also a part
of the hall in the upper department. The part sereened off in the Infants’
department is without cross ventilation, and more windows should be
opened there, Theoretically the same statement applies to the part
sereened off in the other hall, but practically the air in this room felt fresh |
and was stated by the headmaster to be always satisfactory, At St. Thomas’
more windows in the Infants’ department have been made to open.

HEATING.—A new and larger boiler has been put into the Cheadle |
Heath Council School, with satisfactory results. The heating at Brentnall |
Street H. G. School has been rendered satisfactory by covering the hot-
water pipe along the long corridor with an ashestos non-conducting cover.

LIGHTING.—The electric lights at Houldsworth’s School, which
were placed too high, have been lowered in two rooms.

B  Artificial light, in the form of incandescent gas, has been put in at
Christ Church, St. Mary’s R. C., and St. George’s School (Infant Depart-
ment). Slight alterations have been made in the arrangement of rooms
in several schools in order that children may not be placed to face the
light. The many frosted windows in Edgeley Council School cause a
very considerable diminution in the amount of available light.

FLOORS AND WALLS.—Redecoration of walls has been carried |
out in a large number of schools and colour wash or water paint has been |
replaced by Walpamur paint.

CLOAKROOMS.—The overlapping of clothes in the cloakrooms,
with the obvious drawbacks springing therefrom, commented on in the
last report, still continues. The exit from the boys’ cloakroom at St.
Thomas’s School remains unsatisfactory, though a comparatively small
expenditure would suffice to make a new exit.

The Cloakroom accommodation at Great Moor School is totally
inadequate,
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FURNITURE.—125 new dual desks have been supplied to the schools
during the year. It is very desirable that more of the small chairs for
infants, which are supplied in the newer schools, should be supplied also
in the older schoolz where the seats are often very unsatisfactory.

YARD SURFACES,—The School yards have been repaved at Port-
wood Wesleyan School, and slightly improved at the Hope Memorial School.

The drainage of the girls’ plavground at Great Moor School has been
interfered with by the erection of some new buildings just outside, with
the result that it is frequently flooded in wet weather.

SANITARY ACCOMMODATION.—At the Hope Memorial School
and at Higher Brinksway Council the privy middens have been replaced
by good short hopper water closets with separate flush tanks.

The privy middens at Great Moor and at St. Mary's C. E. Schools
have still not been replaced by water closets. They constitute a nuisance.

It is found that in some of the schools in which water closets with
separate flush tanks have been provided, the use of water is restricted for
fear of waste of water. This is to be deprecated since with a little super-
vision the children could undoubtedly be trained to use the flush tanks
properly, and such a training would be beneficial for the future. The
closets at Portwood Wesleyan School are only fHushed from the tanks once
a day, the reason for this being that the tanks each hold 80 gallons of water,
and the consumption of water if the tanks were emptied several times a day,
would be large. The closets are kept clean by being flushed by means
of water from buckets, but this method is laborious and the substitution
of smaller tanks is desirable.

All the offices in all the schools are washed down or whitewashed every
year.
WASHING ACCOMMODATION.—No improvements have been
carried out during the year. St. Thomas’s School has not yet been supplied
with main water.

EXTENT AND SCOPE OF THE INSPECTION.

295 Visits have been paid during the vear to the elementary schools,
237 for actual inspection, the remainder for purposes of investigation, ete.
As in 1911 the children inspected were children of five and six vears and
under (beginners), children of 13-14 years (leavers), and children of various
es sent by the teachers for inspection, because of obvious defects. The
umber of children inspected was 4795. These are elassified according to
age and sex as follows :—
Age in | ' |
years. 3 | 4 | 5

& mmm mr— - ———

6 |7 |89 10|11]12]13]14 15 [T'tal

ales...| 41 | 180|663 280(166| 84 | 94 53 | 56 | 57 |716| 18 | 4 2412
emales| 20 | 161 | 656|315 135| 80 | 68 | 53 | 54 | 73 | 740 17 | 2 (2383

|I . \ Lalr o =l Foas
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The number of parents present at the inspections was 897 for the year.
or 18.7 per cent., as compared with 24.26 per cent. for 1911. This diminu-
tion of the number of parents present is a matter for regret, since the
practical value to the child of the inspection is greatly increased if the
parent is present.

The School Nurse has made 2165 visits to the homes of the children
during the vear. Since October she has been to Manchester one afternoon
a week to take children with ringworm to the Skin Hospital for X-rays
treatment, and has treated the children each morning at the Town Hall
The School Nurse has also made 86 visits to schools for purposes of inspec-
tion.

REARRANGEMENT OF STAFF.

Dr. Edis resigned her post in August on being appointed a School
Medical Officer under the London County Council. Dr. Brunyate was
appointed to the post in September. DMiss Thomas resigned her post of
clerical assistant in March, and was succeeded by Miss Eveline Cooper.

REVIEW OF CONDITIONS FOUND AT THE INSPECTIONS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS.

(a) Of the 4795 children examined in the Schools, 3562, or 74.2 per
cent., were defective—a verminous condition of the head being counted
as a defect. The following were the defects noted :—

Verminoos condition of the head. ........2327 or 48.5 per cent.
13 11 13 h'UdF --------- 5‘1 13 1 1
Tiefeotive Vision.. .. .....cccucrnnnnnnnn. 801 ,, 16.7 ,,
Enlarged Tonsils and Adenocids........... i1 ,, 168 .,
Hye EhRelan: <. U i ot b 208 ., 4.3 .,
1107 g 2 L TR M e L S oL 117 ,, 2.44 ,,
LB, T A e L W, I 24T . BN
Diseases of the Chest.................... 107 . Al
o % L T B 38 o Db
7 L I et e LR R 7 SR - 1E
Diseases of the Nervous System.......... 33 ,, 0.81
Mental Deficiency......... R | 1} IR | 1
Defective Speech. ......oviciiariiviaan 81 .. 1.6
Skin Disease (including Ringworm)....... 156 ,. 3.2
BOREWODI s i v s iy o e ey e 25 b G
Tuberoular Digesse. . ... oo e snesssnsas 39 ; 0.8 -
| By o U (e et ol G e e | b [
| 53] e e e s e S e 105 .. 2.1 o+
Thyroid Enlargement.................... 109 2.2

(50 slight).

The number of children with defects other than verminous conditions
of the head or body was 2492 or 51.9 per cent.

182 children were exoluded from attendance at school on account of —
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13T o R e R e S O R I T 25
1T i T Bt R SR SRS A 9
L B T P L R e o 4
e NI i e e e e T 5
ENEenae-nE TIMEEE . . o f s i e e e 11
B e e e e i 3
Infectious Disease and Ringworm................ 1
| T e e B R e e 1
| T s e 2
el e e T e e 1
T R B e 2
Eoebtohrils Debahby. . .. ol o i s mm s e 2
e s e T e S R i 3
LT e L A g s 1

182

(b) There were 1129 attendances of children at the Town Hall
during the year.

During this year, as during 1911, children with ringworm came to
the Town Hall or to North Reddish Council School for inspection. The
other attendances were made up of

(a) absentees from school, with or without a doetor’s certificate,
brought up by the School Attendance Officers ;

(b) those who required to be kept under observation, e.g., ** wasters,”
debilitated and phthisical children, ete.

(c) children sent for inspection by teachers or parents because of
some obvious defect,

The following is an analysis of the defects noted :—

5T I S S S T48
{hildren with po defeeb. . o0 s v i cve v 4G
Eye Disease and Defective Vision................ 62
Skin Disease (excluding Ringworm)............... 56
Anmmia, Debility, and doubtful Tubercle.......... 41
Ear RBeEEE . S S e s T 16
L ey AL R e P e o e g e SO R A P 22
Ohetruction to Breathing........... ... ......... 20
T TR s b S i e e B b e B T R 14
R I R R - T dtosioan i e s s i et a6 18
Chicat (Bropolibis, BbO.)...covmss v vommnm m e mesmns 16
Narvous DIaearesl, S50, ..cuxees s sonsnm osm s sssssss 15
T R T o iy (i B ki o ey 8
o e I e T N e 2
Epilepay. .« corvsiorasrriionisesnsonesninnenes 9
N e n e CIRB I i s e st st i s 6

M erhad TeER b sl s e o i s i s H
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T3 0] Tyt v R R e

Ninety-seven of these children were excluded, and four were recom-
mended to attend part-time only. Excluded :—

ISP ORERL i« 5 5. it i g o AN ey A R A e 4
Skin Diseases (other than Ringworm)............ 1
[T o b T e R S LR e T
(st Eromble:. ... . ooomnitiis st simi e b el
Heltt TRERGB . oconmrivrs s s i e m b ey o e e
| g BT R e B e
Disease of Nervous System. .....................
Anmmia, Debility, and doubtful Tuberculosis. .. ...
e O e e e S SR
Mentalby-defective. ...oc. o imaissnan e sl o e
Enlarged GHamde.. .. cooisisinns i amai s s s
Tefommibyr: - ook sioiain « I LR e
NIREPR: . i s aeie s s a i a5 b e o s ass aise e
o] LTt b0t by o S R L s B, 5 S
Inflamed Patellar Bursas..........co0ceeesnsnssns
L E T v Tt LB o A ] 3 e et e e

el el el e = (S St S L L

178 certificates were given to children to return to school.
VERMINOUS CONDITION.

(a) THE HEAD.—The proportion of children shewing a verminous
condition of the head is 48.5 per cent. Although this appears to compare
unfavourably with that of 39.6 per cent. in 1911, there is a distinet improve-
ment with regard to the proportion of heads found to be in a very verminous
condition, and on the whole some improvement has oceurred.

(b) THE BODY.—The number this year is practically the same as
that last year. The prevention of the occurrence of a verminous condition
of the body is a complicated one in the case of some children sinee it involves
the question of housing and disinfection. But in so far as prevention
can be effected by personal dealing, on the part of the school teachers
or nurse or doetor, with the child or the parent, probably almost as much
as is possible has been accomplished. The children concerned are not
very numerous, and belong to a still smaller number of families in which
the condition constantly recurs. Compulsory cleansing at a cleansing
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station, if one were available, followed in a few incorrigible ecases by
prosecution, would undoubtedly soon bring about a rapid diminution in
the number of cases.

DEFECTIVE VISION AND EYE DISEASE.

Of the 801 children with defective vision 251 had only slightly defee-
tive vision (£ to &) and 131 had squint. The majority of cases of eye-
disease were of blepharitis and conjunctivitis, with a few of keratitis, and
rarver affections. In dealing with cases of defective vision the custom in
the past has been to recommend the Manchester Eve Hospital for spectacles.
It is often difficult, however, for parents to give the time necessary for
taking the children to Manchester, and the recommendation as to treat-
ment has therefore been often {hhrtgaultd To remedy this state of affairs
it was decided that eve testing should be carried out by the School Doctor
at the Town Hall. A set of trial lenses was provided, a part of the School
Doctor’s office was curtained off to form a dark room, and eye-testing
was begun on the last two days of the school year. The Stockport Blind
Institution, which has provided 45 pairs of glasses to school children during
the year, will pay for the }]l'ﬁ‘:«m]]}f‘{l rlasses in all necessitons cases. As
a result of the new arrangement, it may reasonably be hoped that cases
of defective vision will receive treatment much more constantly in the
future than in the past, and also that there will soon be in the schools a
much smaller number of squint cases unprovided with suitable glasses.

ENLARGED TONSILS AND ADENOIDS.
There is little to add to what has been said on this subject in previous
reports. The incidence remains almost unaltered.

A few cases of obstruction to breathing were caused by enlarged
turbinate bones, or by bad deflection of the nasal septum.

EAR DISEASE AND DEAFNESS.

There has been an inerease in the number of cases of ear disease and
deafness observed in 1912, as compared with 1911. As before a large
number of the cases of deafness are due to the presence of adenoids,

Three very deaf children were recommended as suitable for a special
school.

(1) One in whom the deafness was not absolute was sent to Old
Trafford Deaf and Dumb School, after the parent had been prose-
cuted for refusing to send her to a suitable school,

(2) One deaf mute was sent to Old Trafiord.

(3) The second deaf mute has not yet been sent to a special school
as he is suffering from chorea, and also has had some keratitis,
which 18 now better.

HEART DISEASE AND ANAMIA.

Most of the cases of heart disease were sequele of rheumatism. Very
few of the cases of ansmia were of a severe type.



12 YEAR 1912.

DISEASES OF THE CHEST.

These were chietly bronchitis. Four cases of phthisis were found in
children during the year, and eleven doubtful cases. Three of the cases
of phthisis had been seen previously as doubtful cases.

TUBERCULAR DISEASES.
The whole number of tuberculous cases, seen at inspections and at
the office, was 55. These included, beside the chest cases, those with

tuberculous diseases of bone and glands and cases of abdominal and skin
tuberculosis,

Forty-four cases, or 0.9 per cent., had scars and deformities of old
tuberculosis.
DEFOBRMITIES.

These were, as before, mainly due to rickets. The minority were
due to tubercle, infantile paralysis, and congenital causes.

The children with deformities attend ordinary schools unless they
are altogether incapacitated. In one case a special chair was to have
been provided in which a child, incapacitated as a result of infantile paraly-
sis. could have been taken to school. This was, however, disallowed by
the Board of Education because of the absence of any special school for
deformed and erippled children.

DISEASES OF THE -SKIN.
Of the 156 cases seen at the ordinary school inspections, 25 were ring-
worm cases. In addition to these, 45 cases of ringworm were seen at

the Town Hall and excluded. The majority of the other cases of skin
disease excluded were impetigo contagiosa and scabies,

RINGWORM.

The number of cases out of school becanse of ringworm of the scalp
at the end of 1912 is 123—the corresponding number given in the 1911
report for the end of 1911 being 106. These figures do not represent a real
inorease in the incidence of the disease. The exclusions for ringworm of
the scalp in 1912 were fewer than for 1911. But 62 cases which
were already excluded in 1911 were still out of school at the end of
1912, either because treatment had not been systematically carried out
or because the cases had proved an usually resistent to treatment., If
therefore these obstinate cases could be dealt with by X-ray treatment,
there is every reason to believe that the amount of ringworm present among
the children of school age would be quickly diminished. Apart from
X-ray treatment some fall in the number of ringworm cases should be
caused by regular treatment of the neglected cases by the School Nurse.

The question of X-ray tratment was considered by the Committee
during the year, and it was decided to send 25 ecases for treatment by X-rays
at the Manchester Skin Hospital. The first child was sent on the Tth of
October and at the end of the year 21 children had received X-ray applica-
tions. The cases selected were for the most part entensive cases of long

'
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standing. A fairly large proportion of the mothers were at work during
the day, and it was hopeless toexpect them to carry out the systematic
mntment treatment needed to render X-ravs treatment effectual
It was therefore decided that [the children should attend daily at
the Town Hall and have ointment applied by the School Nurse. Up
to the end of the yvear the number of attendances of these children at the
Town Hall has been 590. The School Nurse has accompanied the children
each week to Manchester, and for the first few weeks the School Doctor
was also present at the X-ray applications. It is as vet too early to speak
definitely of the results. A full report will be presented when all the
children have returned to school. There is, however, no doubt even after
this short period of trial, that the treatment will be of the utmost value
in shortening the length of absence from school.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The infectious diseases excluded from school at the inspections were
the following :—
2 Scarlet Fever.
1 Measles and 2 suspected Measles,
2 Whooping Cough.
4 Chicken Pox.

During the year, 133 cases of scarlet fever, 45 of diphtheria, 3 of erysi-
pelas, 6 of typhoid fever, 3 of membranous croup, 1010 of measles, and
443 of whooping cough, have oceurred among school children. Although
measles and chicken pox have not been prevalent in certain schools, it
has not been found necessary to close the schools.  The 443 cases of whoop-
ing cough correspond to 185 cases in 1911, and the 133 of scarlet fever
to 116 in 1911,

SPEECH DEFECTS.

Twenty-three cases of stammering were included in the 81 cases of

speech defect ; some of the cases had been seen before.  As yet no special

teacher has been appointed to teach the stammering children, although
a resolution to provide one was passed by the Committee in 1910.

DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

These consisted for the most part of cases of epilepsy, chorea, and old
infantile paralysis, the largest group being of cases of old infantile paralysis.

One case of chorea was excluded from school, another was already
out of school, but eame for the inspection.

A case of complete paralysis of the lower limbs was one which has
been referred to in an earlier part of the report as in need of a special chair
in which to be taken to school.

One case of epilepsy was excluded from school because of the increasing
number of fits. The fits were minor ones, which diminished somewhat
in number with medical treatment during the child’s absence from school,
but recurred to the same extent as before on his return.
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MENTALLY DEFECTIVE AND BACKWARD.

Fifteen mentally-defuct.ne children were seen during the vear. One
was recommended for a special school, but was refused admittance into
the Sandlebridge Homes for Feeble-minded Children on the ground that
she was of too low a type. The number of backward children was 148,
Of these 88 had some physical defect which would account, in some cases,
fully, and in other cases, partially, for the backwardness. No provision
is made for the teaching of the backward and dull children, and in the
absence of the special skilled attention of which they stand in need, these
children learn very little themselves and tend to interfere with the instrue-
tion of other children. If a special school for backward and dull children
were provided, many of them would leave school far better fitted for life,
than under the present conditions, and the ordinary szhools wouvld benefit
by the removal of children who are definitely mentally below the develop-
ment normal to their age.

TEETH.

The total number of children whose teeth were examined was 4374.

Infants’ Mixed
Departments. Departments.
M. F. M. F.
Percentage with sound teeth............ 24.51 22.62 12.23 13.57
i i 1-3 carious teeth........ 256.08 20.73 53.29 52.06

= i 4 or more carious teeth... 50.40 7.64 34.46 34.35

These figures as compared with those of the two previous years shew
an improvement, both as to an increase in the proportion of children with
sound teeth, and a diminution in the proportion of those with four or more
carious teeth. It is possible that the effect of education at school on the
necessity of cleansing the teeth has something to do with this improvement
in the Mixed Departments, but the improvement would need to be main-
tained for several vears before this deduction could be made with certainty.
A private dental elinic has been started in connection with Christ Church
School, through the generosity of a donor who wishes to remain anonymous.
The dentist attends for an hour a week on Saturday mornings. The clinic
is at 25, Tiviot Dale. There is a waiting room and an operating room,
The dental room is well supplied with dental appliances, and both rooms
are simply and suitably fitted up so as to be hygienic and at the same time
attractive in appearance. The extractions are done painlessly under a
loeal anmsthetic. This takes a longer time, and has necessarily lessened
the amount of work done. But it has resulted in a willingness on the
part of the children to attend the clinic. Work was began on August 17.
Up to the present the children treated have been for the most part in their
last year at school. The suggestion for the future, however, is that younger
children should be dealt with, on the ground that the time will be more
usefully and economically spent in prevention of unsatisfactory conditions
of the teeth, then in treating such conditions when they have arisen.

A summary of the work done at the clinie from August 17 to the end
of the year has been kindly provided by Mr. Barlow. It is as follows :—




YEAR 1912 15

Number of children seen...........coiviveenen.. 104
% permanent teeth extracted........... 91

o temporary tecth extracted............ 41
permanent teeth filled............... 59

The Medical Inspection Sub-Committee passed the following resolu-
tion with regard to the dental eclinie :—" " That facilities be aflorded for
the conducting of the proposed clinic, that the writer of the letter be
thanked for the generosity, and that the "sr-hmul Doctor co-operate as far
as possible to make the experiment a success.’

This dental ¢linic, provided by an individaal donor, touches one school

only. But a neglected state of the teeth is almost universal among the
children attending the schools. The immediate injury to the child caused
by the presence of many decayed teeth is enormons, and the consequences
in the futare as recards both health and usefulness are becoming more
clearly recognised with each year. No free dental hospital exists in the
town. It iz a matter of the utmost importance for the welfare of the
children that the present small elinie should be the precursor of. or should
itself develop into, a larger clinic at which all the children can attend.

ENLARGED GLANDS.

Enlarged cervical and snb-maxillary glands are still practically uni-
versal and will no doubt continue to be =0 while the present prevalence of
a verminous condition of the head and of defective teeth continues.

NUTRITION.

The children were again grouped into four classes with regard to
nutrition. 4373 were examined, with the following result :—

Per cent.
Exoallent. . ..convecnns 8.6
MormBl. . .o G4.2
SEnhmormal.. ... 28.7
B s 1.3

The proportion of children with nutrition below normal is therefore
27 per cent.

The statement made after careful enquiry, in last year’s report, that
not more than 1 per cent. of the children suffer from definite insufficiency
in the amount of food provided, probably still holds good. The defective
state of the children’s teeth, commented on above, undoubtedly con-
tributes largely to the frequency of mal-nutrition. Unsuitable and badly-
cooked meals are another great cause of the condition. Cookery classes
in the schools will be of great value to the coming generation of mothers.
Schools for mothers may accomplish mueh in individual cases for the
mothers of to-day, but for the present we are forced to admit the existence
of a general ignorance as to food values and the hest methods of cooking
food. Moreover, where mothers have to go out to work it is almost im-
possible for them to supply their children with well-cooked and suitable
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meals. Under these conditions whatever might be the indirect results,
the immediate result of an adoption of the Education (Provision of Meals)
Act, 1906, and the provision of meals to underfed or badly-fed children
would be a great improvement in their nutrition, and general wellbeing,

HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS.

A table is given (see appendix) of the average heights and weights
found at the inspections at a number of different schools. Generally
speaking, the comments made in the last yvear’s report ave still applicable.

FOOTGEAR AND CLOTHING.

Both clothing and footgear were less defective than in preceding
yvears, The record for three years is :—

Bad Clothing, Bad Footgear,

Per cent. Per cent.
| H T et STy e o 10 s 8.5
1127 [ PPN AT b 4.9 . 5.4
10 1 [ S e 3 o 4

The number of pairs of clogs given out during 1912 was 845, 321 pairs
more than in the preceding year. This increase may to some extent
account for the diminution in the number of cases with bad footgear. As
many as 129 pairs were given in Stockport’ R. C. Sehool, 73 in Vernon
Park Council School, 67 in St. Thomas’s School, and 55 in Edgeley R. C.
School.

PHYSICAL EXERCISES.

Miss Kerr has given most of her time during 1912 to systematic
teaching in the North Reddish Council and Cale Green Council Schools.
It is anfortunate that the number of teachers wishful to join the training
class in physical exercises was not large enough to make it ‘worth while
to hold the class this winter. The amount of time which Miss Kerr is
free to give herself to the schools is not great, and it is therefore important
that as many teachers as possible should be trained in the subject, and
be able to teach the children efficiently and with knowledge. Miss Kerr
suggests that a class should be formed next winter and an examination
be held at the end of the course, in order to stimulate interest in the work.

OPEN-AIR SCHOOL.

The open-air school spoken of in the last two reports has not yet been
provided. It is, we believe, our most urgent need. There are amnngst,
the children attending the schools a large number who are ansmic, debi-
litated, and likely to develop tuberculosis in some one of its many forms,
as well as of those who are definitely tuberculous. No way is open to us
of benefiting such children except by means of an open- air school. Without
it we must either exclude the children from school in order that they may
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obtain fresh air and rest, and in so doing lose all power of seeing that they
live lives which are even moderately hygienic, or we must keep them in
school and thus eompel those whose great necessity is fresh air to spend
the larger number of the sunny hours of the day indoors. An open-air
school would prove a life-saving agency to some of these children, and to
others would give that health and strength which means the power of
self-support in the future.

TREATMENT.
As in former vears an enguiry has been made as to the amount of

treatment obtained. The figures for the more common defects are given
tfor four vears :—

7 N Verminous
Defective Eye Ear | Enlarged | Condition
Y ear| Vision. Disease, = Disease, | Deafness, Tonsils of Head

. | and (Percentage
| | Adenoids. | Clean).
|
|

Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent.

1909 26.4 | 31.3 45.4 37.2 22.9 | 16.4
1910 38.9 | 60 63 |  49.6 31.8 | 15.5
1911 30.76 o8.7 59 50.9 26.9 | 15.5

d

1912 41.6 | 18 Bl.6p | 18 28 ‘ 26.
|

These figures on the whole shew definite improvement. The most
marked decrease in the number of those obtaining treatment is in the cases
of external eye disease and of deafness. The decrease in the number with
deafness who have received treatment may be more apparent than real,
as a large number of the cases will have either received treatment by removal
of enlarged tonsils and adenoids and by treatment of an accompanying
ear disease. The number of cases of tonsils and adenoids treated has
improved, but has not yet risen to the level it reached in 1910, The
number of cases of defective vision treated shows a large increase. Among
the cases of defective vision are included 176 cases of squint, 96 of which
(or 54.5 per cent.) have received treatment. It is hoped that the treat-
ment of defective vision at the Town Hall by the School Doctor will ensure
that no case of squint will in the-future remain untreated. The incidence
of verminous conditions is numerically greater this vear than last year
(48.5 per cent. as compared with 39.6 per cent.). On the other hand a
larger percentage of the cases have been found to be clean at the later
examination (26.5 per cent. as compared with 15.5 per cent.) A further
number, 511, or 14.3 per cent. were found to be noticeably improved,
As was stated earlier in the report, the provision of a cleansing station
would greatly help in the prevention of the condition.

Last vear’s report calls attention to the need of active treatment for
many of the defects on the part of the Authority. This has now been
begun for cases of defective vision and ringworm, though the treatment
of ringworm iz as yet on an experimental basis,
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The accommodation at the Town Hall is altogether inadequate. All
treatment has to be carried out in the School Doctor’s Office—a small
room with no water laid on ; there is no waiting room. If more accommoda-

tion were provided either inside or outside the Town Hall, many more

neglected cases of suffering from minor diseases such as ringworm, dis-
charging ears, and unpc*ijg_rn eould be dealt with by the School Nurse. We

have no method at present of compelling children” suffering from ailments |

such as these to receive svstematic treatment, and the result is that in &

proportion of the cases they receive no adequate treatment at all, and are

kept out of school for indefinitely long periods. If such children were |

seen regularly by the Nurse, the ]:I{"Tlﬂl.’l of absence from school would be
much shortened, and a real saving of money to the Authority would be

effected.
VACCINATION.

749 (or 17.3 per cent.) children were found to have no vaeccination '

marks.
MISCELLANEOUS,

(1) Four visite were paid to the Municipal Secondary School. 106

scholars were examined with regard to their fitness or otherwise
for physical drill. Four children were restricted to a modified
form of drill, and 18 were debarred from strenuous games, such as
football and hockey. WNotice of any defect was sent to the parent
of each child.

(2) 125 candidates—15 bursars and major scholarships, and 110 minor
scholarships—were examined in the office at the Town Hall. Over

half were reported to have some defect, including verminous condi-
tions of the head, and one, saffering from fuberculous hip, was.

rejected as unsuitable.

(3) One visit was paid to the High School for Girls. Seven girls were

examined as to their fitness or otherwise for physical drill. One
was found to be fit only for a modified drill and one was unfit.

Seven children were examined and given medical certificates for admis-
sion into industrial institutions.

*f
|
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(a) HEIGHTS IN INCHES.

19

Average at 5 Years,

Average at 13 Y ears,

School. TR 7 F, M. F.
|
Banks Lane Cl........ (14) 40.34 | (11) 40.34 | (28) 56.38 | (18) 57.66
B Peter’s............ | (23) 39.81 | (26) 39.16 | (29) 54.32 | (21) 56.13
Stockport R. C......... (26)39.11 | (25) 39.63 | (29) 54.46 | (43) 55.49
Parish Chureh......... (31) 41.72 | (37) 41.5 (29) 54.81 | (23) 56.52
Vernon Park Cl........ | (37) 39.54 | (39) 38.98 | (35) 54.3 | (33) 56.29
Portwood Temp. Cl.....| (31)41.27 | (23) 40.53 | (19) 57.18 | (18) 56.4
R B | (14) 42,01 [ (28) 40.51 | (19) 55.75 | (25) 56.38
Great Moor........... | (10) 40.77 | (13) 40.67 | (15) 56.76 | (14) 58
Hollywood Park CI.....| (28)40.3 | (34)40.62 | (26) 55.49 | (32) 57
Hope Memorial........ | (12) 39.73 | (16) 39.71 = =
Higher Brinksway CL...| (15) 41.63 | (17) 40.8 | (21) 56.92 | (33) 56.81
Cheadle Heath Cl......| (13) 42.09 | (13) 41.98 | (13) 57.71 | (16) 58
Christ Church......... | (29) 40.92 | (24) 40.12 | (32) 56.15 | (48) 56.29
St. Mary’s R. C....... (14) 40.93 | (10) 38 (22) 55 (28) 55.57
Hanover Cl.. : 4 (11) 40.68 | (13) 41.13 | (24) 53.27 | (28) 55.19
Lancashire Hill CL..... (18) 41.02 | (12) 40.35 | (32) 55.05 | (20) 57.45
All Saints’. ... (D) 40.96 (G) 41.37 | (22) 54.606 | (18) 56.52
South Reddish Cl.......| (14) 40.84 | (21) 40.21 | (9) 56.53 | (18) 54.58
St. Mary’s C. E....... (7) 40.61 | (3) 37.83 | (22) 54.99 | (12) 56.25
Beddigh B. C......... (G) 41.04 (4) 42.5 (6) 55.41 | (10) 55.47
Houldsworth's..........| (24) 40.55 | (33) 40.37 | (30) 55.31 | (21) 56.01
inches, tnches. inches. inches,
Standard......... 41.03 40,55 55.71 27.77
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(b) WEIGHTS IN POUNDS.

Average at 5 Years.

 Average al 13 Years.

L e

School. M. F. M, ¥ i
Banks Lane Cl......... (14) 37.32 | (11) 37.79 | (23) 78.14 | (18) 84.93
St. Peter’s.............| (23) 38.01 | (26) 35.72 | (29) 74.08 | (21) 76.76
Stockport R. C.........| (26) 37.05 | (25) 36.69 | (29) 75.19 | (43) 76.54
Parish Church..........| (31)40.07 | (37) 38.19 | (29) 71.86 | (23) 79.51
Vernon Park Cl........| (37)37.38 | (39) 35.67 | (3b) 7 : Lll-l: (33) 76.46
Portwood Temp. CL....| (31) 39.18 | (23) 37.6 I[lﬂ 1.29 | (18) 76.68
Tl ] B R SRR el (14) 40.23 | (28) 37.71 | (19) 76.29 | (25) 76.17
Great Moor............ (10) 38.4 | (13) 36.29 | (15) 75.08 | (14) 81.12
Hollywood Park CI..... (28) 38.35 | (34) 38.47 | (26) 73.07 | (32) 80.7
Hope Memorial......... (12) 35.91 | (16) 36.17 e ——
Higher Brinksway Cl....| (15) 38.63 | (17) 36.95 | (21) 78.5 | (33) 77.75
Cheadle Heath Cl.......| (13)39.65 | (13) 38.02 | (13) 79.63 | (16) 81.17
Christ Church.......... (20) 38.08 | (24) 36.63 | (32) 74.47 | (48) 77.21
St. Mary’s R. C........| (12) 36.94 | (10) 35.58 | (22) 74.67 | (28) 76.6
Hanover Cl.. ... (11) 38.97 | (13) 37.65 | (24) 70.76 | (23) 72.77
Lancashire Hlll Cl ...... (18) 38.86 | (12) 36.85 | (32) 73.83 | (200 81.5
fA | TS G S R (5) 37 (6) 37.41 | (22) 72.72 | (18) 80.3
South Reddish Cl......| (14) 38.55 | (21) 36.4 (9) 75.36 | (18) 72.37
St. Mary’s C. E........| (77) 37.21 (3) 32.83 | (22) 73.13 | (12) 74.04
Reddish R, C.......... (6)38.04 | (4)40.75 | (6) 75.29 | (10) 75.77
Houldsworth’s..........| (24) 37.4 | (33) 36.55 | (30) 74.45 | (21) 75.84

Standard......... 39.9 39.2 82.6 oA
lhs, [hs, lhs. {hs.










