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SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The chief industries in the area are coal mining, iron and
chemical manufacturing. A substantial proportion of the male
population is employed in these heavy industries, and some anxiety
was caused due to a possible recession in the principal employment.
Fortunately this has now passed but nevertheless diversification of
employment would be desirable.

Although conclusions must be cautious due to the statistically
small numbers involved, it is gratifying to see that this year the
Birth Rate is the highest for ten years, whilst the Infant Mortality
Rate is the lowest.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

Midwives and Nursing in the Home

These are under the supervision of the Derbyshire County
Council.

Laboratory Facilities

Bacteriological work 1s carried out by the Public Health
Laboratory Service at Sheffield. Chemical analyses are carried out
by the Public Analyst at Sheffield.

Hospitals

The majority of patients from the urban area are catered for
by the Chesterfield Royal Hospital and Scarsdale Hospital. Morton
Hospital and Lodge Moor Hospital deal with infectious diseases,
and maternity cases are received at Ashgate Annexe or at the
Maternity Wards of Scarsdale Hospital.

Treatment Centre, Poolsbrook

The Treatment Centre at Poolsbrook is operated by seven
adjoining Local Authorities for the treatment of Scabies and Head
Lice. During the year 17 cases were treated at the Centre, none of
which were from this Urban District.

The Council reviewed the need for this service during the year,
and decided to retain it.

OLD PEOPLE'S WELFARE

The activities of the local voluntary Committees still continue
and successfully brighten the lives of the old people living in their
neighbourhoods. The provision of rest rooms by the Council is
highly commendable and reflects a sympathetic understanding of
the needs of older people.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACTS, 1948 & 1951 (Sect. 47)

Several cases have been visited during the year, but a united
effort by all concerned avoided the need for action under these
Acts and matters were satisfactorily resolved.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The Engineer and Surveyor submits the following report on
the district’s sewerage system and sewage disposal.

The provision of sewers, and sewage disposal treatment works
are adequate as to the coverage of the district, but many lengths
exist which require correction of fall and pasmb]y size of sewer.
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PUBLIC SWIMMING BATH

The Engineer and Surveyor submits the following report on
the public swimming bath.

The open air swimming bath at Ringwood Park is supplied
from the mains of the North East Derbyshire Joint Water Committee.
The water is treated by aeration, pumped on to pressure filters,
chlorinated and finally heated. The bath water is completely
circulated through these processes every six hours. The water was
analysed during the season and found bacteriologically satisfactory.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

There were 19 cases of whooping cough during the year.
Parents are reminded that this disease can be prevented or modified
by preventative injections early in the child’s life. This is especially
important in an urban area, as whooping cough can cause lung
damage which may have serious effects in later life. Parents are
urged to seek the injections and so avoid this distressing complaint
which involves much extra work for the mother.

There were 242 cases of measles which i1s a high number but
complications were minimal.

Immunisation against Diphtheria

The Derbyshire County Council has carried out immunisation
against Diphtheria on the following number of children during
the year.

Primary immunisations — 211
Booster injections — 40

Mass Radiography Unit

The South Yorkshire Area Mass Radiography Unit operated
in the District during the year. 4,801 people made use of the
facilities and this support allowed a valuable number of diseases
and abnormalities to be detected.












ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR AND CLEANSING
SUPERINTENDENT.

for the year ended 31st December, 1963

To the Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have pleasure in submitting my Annual Report in respect of

the work carried out during 1963 as follows:—

HOUSING

Inspection of Dwelling Houses

. (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Hnuc.mg
Acts)
(b) Number of mspectmns made for the purpase
2. (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidation
Regulations 1925 and 1932 ke
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
3. Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation
4. Number of dwelling hﬂl.]hﬂb {cxcluswe Df' those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading) found
not to be in all r-::spe:t rcasunabl}r fit for human
habitation

Remedy of Defects wﬁhuuf Service af Formal Notice.

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by Local Authority
or their officers . :

Action Under Siaiufnr‘f iners

|. Proceedings under Sections 9 and 10 of the Housing

Act, 1957

(a) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs

(b) Number of dwelling houses which were ren-:lﬁred
fit after service of formal notice: —

(i) By owners 2
(i) By Local Aulhnrity in default of owners ...
2. Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(a) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied ...

(b) Number of dwellmg hnuse& in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notice:—
(1) By owners . s
(i) By Local Authurlt} in default of owners .
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172
285

47

34

Nil
Nil

Nil
Nil






Improvement Grants

Applications for Standard Grants totalled 93 for the provision
of the following amenities:—

Bath . i |
Washhand basin ... |
Hot water supply ... o vl
Internal water closet st el
Food storage facilities S

All the applications were approved which included 17 from
owner/occupiers and 76 from owners of tenanted property.

The applications which were approved included the improve-
ment of 72 houses on the Netherthorpe Estate owned by the
National Coal Board. The work consists of the provision of a
washhand basin and hot water supply to each house.

One application was received for a Discretionary Grant which
was approved for a Grant of £307 17s. 3d.

Caravan Sites

The privately owned caravan site at Riverdale Park, Bent Lane,
completed its development during the year and accommodates
76 caravans. The standards achieved exceed the recommendations
of the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960.
The majority have their own drainage, water supply and electricity
fitted into their caravans. Central toilet blocks, fire fighting appli-
ances, standpipes, telephone, street lighting and recreational
facilities are also provided.

Two other Licences are operative in respect of single caravans
for residential purposes.

Infectious Diseases

Particulars will be found in the Medical Officer’s Report of
the number of cases of infectious diseases which were notified during
the year.

It was necessary to keep under review two cases where persons
were found to be excreting food poisoning organisms although not
suffering from illness themselves. Both cases were satisfactorily
concluded after obtaining negative samples.

A large number of library books were handed into the Depart-
ment for disinfection where infectious disease had occurred in the
house.

Filthy and Verminous Premises

There are very few premises found to be infested by insect
vermin. This is largely due to the highly efficient insecticides which
are now freely available.

Little progress is made with the hard core of families who seem
to be content to live in unsatisfactory dirty home conditions.
The “Family Service Unit” is now taking an interest in these
difficult cases and it is hoped that their specialised work will attain
some success. Inevitably it will be a protracted process.
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Food Preparing Premises

Shops in the area which are engaged in the food trade are
generally satisfactory having regard to the requirements of the
Food Hygiene Regulations. It is good to see that some traders go
beyond the minimum standards required, and present to the public
attractive places where food is displayed. Such action is bound to
have beneficial trading results and it is hoped that many more
establishments will carry out modernisation.

Mobile shops are still increasing in number and with this form
of trading there needs to be closer supervision of hygiene standards.

Meat Inspection

There are no licensed slaughterhouses within the Urban
District. Meat traders operating in the area obtain their supplies
from the Chesterfield and Sheffield districts.

lce Cream Premises

The total number of registrations operative under Section 16,
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, is as follows:—
Manufacture and Sale... |
Sale only o 37
Two applications for reglstraunn were received during the
year for the sale of ice cream. One application was granted and
one application was refused.

Food and Drugs Act, 1955

The County Analyst submits information that the Derbyshire
County Council as Food and Drugs Authority, obtained 67 samples
of food, including 26 milk samples from the Urban District during
the year, and these were examined for quality. All were classed as
genuine.

Common Lodging Houses

There are no common lodging houses in the District.

Animal Boarding Establishments

One application was received for a Licence to keep a boarding
establishment for animals. This was under consideration at the end
of the year.

Places of Entertainment

Inspections have been made of the sanitary conveniences
provided in the Cinema. Conditions are generally satisfactory.

Shops Act, 1950

Visits have been paid to various shops regarding health
provisions, keeping of required records and notices, and the closing
of shops at regulation hours.
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION

Recordings of atmospheric pollution have continued during
the year by the use of Standard Deposit Gauges and Lead Peroxide
instruments. The recordings are taken in co-operation with the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. The Analyst’s
reports of this deposited matter and estimation of sulphur, together
with the rainfall, are as indicated in the following Tables:—

TOMS PER SQUARE MILE J_ | T
Average |  Lead Peroxide gauge
Month Hartingron Sraveley Rainfall reading milligrams
Colliery, Works in per 100 sq. cm.
Harringron Canteen inches per day
JANUARY 16.26 2775 1.07 3.01
FEBRUARY 10.41 16.14 0.53 2.86
MARCH 2693 2243 223 149
APRIL 28.25 2598 2.46 213
MAY 220 29.66 0.79 2.24
JUNE 26.01 20.88 3:52 2.03
JULY 28.67 16.54 1.61 1.39
AUGUST 32.26 16,94 2.80 1.75
SEPTEMBER 35.85 17.51 146 | 1.82
OCTOBER 27 46 20.78 108 | 1.98
NOVEMBER 23.60 23.61 443 2.50
DECEMBER | 1893 26.55 0.41 233
ANNUAL TOTAL | 296.64 264.82 | 22.4] 26.53
MONTHLY AVE. 24.72 2207 187 2.2

The total solids recorded at the site in Hartington has this year
decreased from what it has been over the last five years. Whilst this
is a welcome sign, it does not indicate that the residents in that area
are free from industrial pollution. Equipment which was installed
during the middle of last year to collect dust particles at the nearby
slag crushing plant, is obviously making a contribution in reducing
the weight of particulate matter in the atmosphere, but the particles
which are able to travel considerable distances still escape collection.

~Very late in the year proposals were submitted for the modern-
isation of the Works process which were still under consideration at
the end of the year.

No progress has been made with the establishment of Smoke
Controlled Areas in the District. This is regrettable as clean air is
vital for a healthy environment. There are alleged difficulties in
regard to the use of solid smokeless fuels, but these difficulties, if
they exist, must be overcome if we are to attain this much desired
public health measure.
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Petroleum Licensing

The number of licences granted to store petroleum spirit was
17 and the quantity to be stored totalled 191,850 gallons. The whole
of the licences granted were for storage in bulk in special tanks.

Five underground storage tanks were tested during the year
and all satisfied the test.

One new underground tank was installed which will be
licensed as from Ist January, 1964.

Two licences have been granted to store a total of 224 Ibs. of
carbide of calcium.

One licence was granted to store a total of 200 gallons of
Acetone.

Dustbins, Privy Middens & Closet Accommodation

The undermentioned Table gives the estimated number of
sanitary conveniences of all types in use at the end of 1963:—

No. of Water Closets e 6,620
No. of Pail Closets ... 6
No. of Privies 21
No. of Dustbins ... .. 5,000
No. of Ashpits 1
No. of Cesspools ... 47

One ashpit was converted during the year and a weekly
collection of refuse has been substituted. The use of one privy is
being discontinued where alternative provision is bzing made with
the aid of an improvement grant.

Only a very small number of houses have to share W.C. accom-
modation and these will eventually be cleared under slum clear-
ance procedure.

Public Sanitary Conveniences

The cleansing and maintaining of the Public Conveniences is
vested in the Public Health Department. The following is a list of
conveniences provided:—

Accommodation Accommodation

Situation for females for males
Market Street, Staveley 2W.C's 2 W.C.'s
| Urinal Stall
Inkersall Road, Staveley Nil 1 Urinal Stall
Private Drive, Hollingwood Nil 1 Urinal Stall
Barrow Hill 2W.C’s 1 W.C.

| Urinal Stall
All accommodation is available free of charge.

The cost of maintaining these conveniences continues (o
increase. Much of the expenditure could have been avoided had it
not been for the irresponsible action of vandals. Damage to
conveniences not only costs money but also presents unsatisfactory
conditions to those who treat the premises with respect.

- The Market Street cqnvpnien‘ces are in need of some mndgrn-
isation treatment, but this is being postponed until the possible
redevelopment of the area has been finalised.

~ With the removal of a substantial number of houses at Speedwell
it might be considered that the convenience on Inkersall Road now
provides a much less needed service.
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FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 TO 1959
1-INSPECTION FOR PURPOSE OF PROVISIONS AS TO HEALTH

Premises
1

Mo, on

R?iﬂcr

MNumber of

Inspections
3.

Written

orces

Oecupiers
Prosecured

Factones in which Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, & 6
are 1o be enforced by Local Aurhorities

Facrories not included in above in which
Section 7 is enforced by Local Authoriry

Other Premises in which Secrion 7
15 enforced by the Local Authoriey
excluding Ourworkers Premises

v

|
[
i

TOTAL

39

13

2 —CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

Mo. of cases in which defects were found

Particulars Found

1. 2.

Remcdied

3.

Belerred
ro H.M.
Inspecror

Referred
by H.M.

Inspecror

MNo. of

cases in which
PIOSECLLIONS

were institated

(.1)

Wane of cleanliness

Owvercrowding (5.2)

Unreasonable Temp. (5.3)

Inadequare Vennlanon{s.4)

Ineffective drainage of
floors {T.6)

Sanitary Conveniences (5.7

(2} Insufficient

(b} Unsuitable
or defective 1

(¢} Mor separare
for Sexes

Other offences against the Acr !
{rml: including affences
relating ro Ouiwork).

TOTAL

—_—— e

3 -OUTWORK

Mature of Work

Mo, of

Uutwmkrn

Mo, of cases of delaule
in sending lists 1o the
Council.

Texrile fabric weaving

TOTAL

21.






SALVAGE OF WASTE PAPER

The quantity and value of waste paper sold during the year was
as follows:—

No. of

Bales ) R G £ s d
January ... i A 18 14 2 63 @ 3
February ... A 70 63 17 0
March ... .. 2064 19 1) 165 12 9
April A e 100 2 0 80 18 10
May can 278 19 7 0 167 18 8
June .. 134 10 8 0 83 10 3
July o 2EL 19 9 3 169 8 5
August ... S . 916 0 78 16 0
September... B 7580 512 6
October ... e 10 1 0 80 5 1
November... Se8. 18 4 0 158 12 6
December ... e 120 9 0 0 72 7 0

2372 169 10 0 £1435 9 3

There was a very slight relaxation in the quotas imposed by the
Thames Board Mills to whom the waste paper is despatched.
This improved the income derived from the sale of this material,
but with increasing expenditure on wages and materials it is
becoming increasingly difficult to make the service self supporting.

REFUSE COLLECTION

The severe weather in the early part of the year had its effect
on the weight of refuse to be collected. The prolonged cold spell
increased the ash content of the refuse and this made the work most
arduous for the collectors. The variation in composition of refuse
from summer to winter is most marked. Summer time refuse is
light in weight but bulky in character. This variation is having an
effect on the design of vehicles being manufactured today which are
capable of dealing with large volumes when necessary. It is pleasing
to be able to record that the collection service has continued
satisfactorily on a weekly basis throughout the year and this has
been achieved by conscientious working by the refuse collectors
and aided by the operation of a Bonus Scheme.

A rate of 6.3179, of days were lost due to sickness and 1.257;
of days were lost due to absenteeism.

A total of 317,948 dustbins were emptied during the year and
12,768 miles were travelled by the vehicles.
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