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STEVENAGE URBLN DISTRICT COUNCIL

LNNUAL REPORT

of the

EDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the year

A

Ta the Cheirman and Members of the Stevenage
Urban District Council.

I beg to present the obove report propored in nccordance with
the directions of Ministry of Hoolth Circular 19/56.

SECTION L.
LOCAL STLATISTICS
Area (in ocres) rew sua . an 5,895
Home Population - Mid 1956 seel eas 22,040
{Registrar General's Estimate)}
Number of habitable houses at 31,12.56. 7,420
ateable Value at 31.12.56 cas wee8271,581
preduct of a Penny Rate (1956/57) ... £1143
EXTR.CTS FROM VITAL STLTISTICS FOR
THE YELR 19Sb.
URBiLNR Ratc for
DISTRICT Englend &
LIVE BIRTHS Yalcs.
Totals Male Fenmale
(Legitimate 666 340 326
(Illcgitmate 13 5
(A1l 679 348 331
Late per 1,000 of the estimnted :
resident population S S i 15.7
STILL BIITHS
Totnls Malc Female
(Legitimate 11 6 Iy
{(ITllcgitimnte 1 1 -
(A1l 12 7 5
Rote per 1,000 total ) ;
(live and still) births ... «ee  see 17.4 23,0
DE.THS
Totols Male Female
118 B sh
Rote per 1,000 of the cstimated
resident pepulaticn e “aa e 5.0 Tl
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SECTION A - Contd
STEVENAGE Comparablo

ULRB.AN Rate for
DISTRICT Englﬂnd &
Walcsa.
DEATH RATES OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR QOF AGE
A1l infants per 1,000 live births ... ... 17.7 23,8
Bate for legit. infants per
1,000 legitimate birthe ... 18.0
Rate for illegit. infants per
1,000 illegitimate birthe ... Nil
fetual number of such deaths:-
Totals
(a) Under 4 wecks and (b) Under 1 yecar.
Logitimate s 10 12
Illcﬁitimﬂte = 5w = e
10 12

Deaths from pregnoancy, c¢hildbirth eor abortion -
Doaths from Cancer (all sites) ... sen eon 28

Deaths from Measles - .ea -
Deaths from Whooping Cough .an veu -
Decaths from other infoctive and parasitice

diseases. o o =

Comment on Vital Statistics.

With the total of live births for the yoar nearly five times
the local figure of registored deaths, Stevenage is again shown a
vory young town. At 5.4 the local death rate is far below the
national rete of 11.7 reflocting the much younger-than-average dis-
tribution of new population, and the Comparability Factor of 1.91
supplicd by the Registrar General produces a 'standardiscd' death
rete of only 10.3.

The estimated mid-year population for 1956 of 22,040 (an
inerease of 3,900)is alvendyout of date through continiied inward
odigration,

The local stillbirth rate and infant mortality ratcs continucd
to fall well below the national figurce.

The following table showe the main lecnl vital statistics over
the ten ycars 1947 - 1956:-

Eirth REnte Death RBate Infant Mort, HRoteo.

1956 s 30.8 5.k 17.7
1955 . 28.4 £.0 11.6
1954 i 29.1 6.8 12
1953 “s 24.8 7.7 29
1952 s ‘' 20.8 7.7 6
1951 S 18.4 10.4 16
1950 14,0 10,5 2
1949 S 16.9 13.1 13
1948 g 16.2 10.4 29

1947 18.5 12,1 26



SECTION B,

GENERAL FROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES

Thesc nrc unchangad,

SECTICHG C to E.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,
E INSPECTION & SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Full reports on the above arc conteined in the attached
roport of your Chief Public Health Ingpector.

SECTION F.

Frovalence of, and Contrel over, Infectious & other Discases

For the year 1956 totals cof notifications of acute infectious’
discnses (after corrcction) wore: Dysentery 64, Whooping cough 4h,-
Mcaslecs 22, Scarlet fever 9, icute pncumonia 5, Puerperal pyrexia 2,
and Anterior Poliomyelitie 3 (Paralytic 1, Non-Paralytic 2).

Dyscntery (5cnnc Type) cceurrcd moinly as an outbreak in the
sccend gquertcr ef the year cffecting one particular
infant school population with only minor overspill
%o other orezs. Strict standards of personal and
ganitary hygiona were applicd both in the affected
school population and in other schools ns a precaut-
ion, with the enforcement of froguent handwashing
and sntiscoptic swabbing of teilets including their
door handles. Desgpite cvidence of a considernble
number of coses of sub-clinicol infecticn and temporary
"earrier-stntes' the cutbresk did not seriously
sprcad to other areas of the town.

Mcaslcs was infreguent; 1956 being an interval year, but there
woas mild prevalence of whooping ccugh in the third
quarter.

Beorlet fever ceasca (quarterly incidence §,1,3,1,) were scattered
both in time and in locality, the infection belng
mainly sporndic and confined to pre-school and infant
echool ngos.

Anterior
clionyelitis incidence wons in the summer confincd to cne mother

(poralytic) and her child (non-paralytic). The third
cnse hed onset in the last week of the year, forming
the first c¢nse of o local outbreck carly 1957.

Divhtherin was again absent from the district during the year.
Nevertheless the offer of immunisation against this
fermerly dreaded disease continued to be accepted
by o good preportiocn of parenta. For infants under
two years the offer of combined immunisation apainst
both diphtheria gnd whooping cough continued
porticularly popular.



TUSERCULOSIS

Now Cosce ond Deaths during the year 1956

i 2 i How Coscs i Deaths
r ?c;gzds Respiratory | Hon-respiratory | kespirntory | Hon-Respiratory
1 e e B M F o
0 =1 .
g s E1(1)
5 =~ 15 2{2) 1(1)
15 - 25 L(3) 6(6) 1 1(1)

25 -~ 35 15(13) | 8(7)
35 - 45 3(1) 3(2)

kS - 55 4 (1) =

55 - 65 ,

and ovar

Hot known i {
s ! -,

Potals: | 28(19) ;19(17) | 2(1) 1(1) 1 - - -
! i i i .

Doaths nllocoted by the Regictrar s E = = a

Goenercl after final transfeors. l

Foot-note: Figures of ncw coses include inward transfers from cther

areas, the numbers of such being shown additionally in
brockote.

Compment: In the continuously coxpanding local population new notific-
aticns during the year are scon to number 11 respiratory
against o fignre of 17 for 1955; one non-respiratory type
of discose wos notified against none in the proviouns ycoor.

One death (middle oped male) from respiratory discasc is
allecated te the district.

It is of intoresat to note agein a lorge number of inward
tronsfers (36 in all) - presumcbly perscns at z guicscent

stage of discnes secoking specinlly favouraoble environ=
ment for o guict and well-reguloted life.

In conclusion, I would scknowledge having roceived every help
during the year from your chicf cfficers; particularly I would acknowlodge
thé most valuable sssistonce from your Chief Publie Health Inspoctor,
Mr. R,V, Lamey, who is responsible for the compilation of the Sanitary
scctions of this Report.

Your obedient sorvont,

V.R.Walker.

District Medical Officer of Heal

July, 1957.

p——




ANNUAL REPORT
of the

CHILF FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR

for the
YEAR

R

Ts the Chairman and Members of the Stevenage

Urban District Council,

Ladics and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report for the

year ending 31st December, 1956,

SECTION C.

i)

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

¥Water Supply

The water undertaking is now vested in the Stevenage
Development Corporation.

The town's main water supply is obtained from borcholes
at Whitehall where a now pumping station has recently becn
completed., At present about 1% million gallons/day are being
used; the new station will be capable of supplying some 3.7
millien gall/day when rcquired by future development.  The
storage arrangemcnts at Pinn Green consist of 2 scrvice reser-
voirs, each 2-million gallons, and & high level water tower of
$-million gallons capacity, all of which are completed although
the water tower will not be put into service until the high
level mains have been laid.

A reserve supply of approximately ¥e-millicn gall/day is
availsble from bereholes at Broomin Green. This supply is not
used for drinking purposes except in emergencies, when special
chlorination procedure has to be adopted as the supply is some-
times slightly contaminated.

The water supply is regularly sampled by me and during
the year 102 samples were submitted to the Public Hzalth Lab-
oratory Service, Luton, for bacteriological examination; 35
of these samplcs werc satisfactory and 7 unsatisfactory. 76
samplcs were also taken by the Stevenage Development Corporation's
analyst Mcssrs. Rideal, Rideal & Sciver, London for bacteriocl-
ogical examination and 4 samplecs werc taken for chemical
analysis, all of which proved gatisfactory.

The unsatisfactory water samples were in all cascs talen
from private wells and a borchole on the outskirts of the town.

The use of two of the wells has been digcontinued, and cleans-
ing of the borchole pump filter removed the cause of contamin-

ation.

An adequate supply of water throughout the arca is being
maintained.



ii)

iii)

iv)

v)

wi)

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

Lt pregent the Town's foul water drainage is
treated at the Council's Sewage Disposal Works, although
some of the newly developed arcas already drain to Ryemcad.

It appecrs thot the designed wpopulation capaclty
of the works has now been reached and complaintes are often
received of smell and fly nuisance arising from the sludge
beda, from residents now cccupying newly constructed houscs
near the works.

REFUSE COLLECTION

The Public Clcansing Services arc contreolled by the
Council's Surveyor. Controlled tipping is no longer
carried out in the town and refuse is transported some 11
fnilecs to a site at Watorford.

KNACKERS YARD

: Thore is onc licenscd Enackers Yard in the town
which is well designed and maintained in a most satisfact-
ory manner. During the year 59 horsce, 448 cattle and

2 donkeys were slaughtered at the premiscs.

RODENT CONTROL

The following are detnils of Rodent Control Work
carricd out in the Town during the year:

Total Inspcctions S aes 1299
No, of infested propertics found.. 258
No. of infested properties treated 258
Comploints received P (S 171
The infestotions were classified as follows:
Major infestation - Rats .. e b1
Minor infestation - Rats .. e 205
Minor infestation - Mice .. s 30

Teet baiting of sewers was carried out in accordance
with the Ministry's requirements.

PETROLEUM INSTALLATIONS

39 Licences for the storage of Petrcleum and
Potroloum Mixtures have been issued during the year.

3 new instollations have been constructed in the
recopniscd manncr and have been subject to approved Air
Pressurc Tcats on underground tanks and fuel lines:

-H-E-n-




wii)

wiii)

SMOKE ABATICMENT

In Junuary of this year a Clecan Adr Exhibition
was held by the Council. The Exhibition which was the
first of its kind to bec held in any New Town was opened
by Sir Hugh Beaver K.B.E. who was introduced by the
Chairman of the Council.

Sir Hugh Bcaver congratulated the Council on
holding this Exhibition and reforred to the provisions
of the Clcan Adir Bill, He oxplaincd to the crowded
audicnce some of the problems which faced his Committec
during their cnquiries into the problems cf Alr Pollution
in this country.

A vote of thanks to Sir Hugh Beaver was proposed
by Sir Roydon Dash D.F.C., Chairman of thoe Stevenage
Development Corporation and seconded by Mr. Martin
Modden M.F.

The exhibition received favoursble publicity both
in the Nationzl and Local press, and the opening ceremony
was recorded by the B.B.C. Oversoas News Service.

It is plezsing to record that the Management of
every industrial conern in the town were ropresented at
the opening coremony.

Txhibitors included:

The Coal Utilisation Council

The EBastern Electricity Board

The Eastern Gas Board

The Shell Mex B.P. 0il Co., and

The Stevenage Development Corperation.

Exhibits were of a very high standard and designed
to show the best mcthods of preventing atmospheric poll-
uticn in both domestic and industrial premiscs.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA

ANALYSIS OF VISITS

Disinfestation 95
Drainage 17
Foctorics : he
Food Fromises 287
Infecetious Disease Ly
Knackeras Yards L3
Mcans of Escape in Case of Fire h
Miscellaneous Visits & Revisits 216
Movecble dwellings 121
Outworkers : 36
Petroleum Inetnallation %5
Public Hoalth & Housing Acts 847
Sloughiterhouses o7
Smoke Abatcoent 39



SECTION E,

i) Inspection and Supervislion of Food Premises.

Routine inspcetions of all food premises are
regularly made. There arc at present some 144 such
premiscs in the town, as followe:

Bakechouses &
Baliers 6
Butchers 15
Cafcs 3
Canteens 27
Clubsa 2
Confectioners 13
Dairice 2
Fishmongers 6
Greengrocers 13
Grocers 24
Hotels - Guest houses 5
Public Houses. 26

ii) Registration of Food Preniscs

(a) Food & Drugs Act 1855

Promises registercd under Section 16 of this Act
are as folleows:

a) Sale of Ice Cream 21
b)) 8ale of Proscrved Foed
etc., 19

{b) Milk and Deiriecs Regulations 1949/54%

There are no registered dairies within the town.
Licencecs have beon granted to 5 dealers and 2 distri-
butors in accordance with the provision of these
Regulations,

iii) Inespcetion of Repistered Food Premises.

63 visits were made to premises rogistered for the
sale of Ice Cream, and other registored promises wore
visited on 82 occasions. 27 visits were also made to
those premiscs sclling Ice Cream which ere excluded from
rogistrotion under the Food & Drugs Act.

iv) Dispasal of gondemned Food

During the year, apart from meat condemned at the
pri?atc slaughterhouses, 5 cwts. 2 qres. Q 1bs. 9 ozE. of

foodstuffs were condemned at various food gremises in
the town. All condemned food is stoined with a Nephthalene
dye and removed from the food shops by thoe Councills

Refuse Collection Service; strict control is exercised
over its disposal.

v) Ice Creom Hect Treatment Regulations

There arce no manufacturers of Tce Cream in the town.
gﬂ semples of Ice Cream were obtained during the year =
4 of which proved satisfaoctory, 6 scmples werc unsatis-
factory. Most of those unsatisfactory samples were
taken from mobile Ice Cream vendors between 8 and 10.p.m,
in the evening.




wi)

vii)

viid)

These vendors were interviewed and advised
to use an approved sterilant for their serving equip-
ment and cleaning cloths, and I am pleased tc report
that since adopting this practice subsequent samples
have proved satisfactory.

I amnot however completely satisfied that the
temperature of the Ice Cream storage cabinet on mobile
vans is at all times within the limit laid down by the
Heat Troatment Regulations, and this is particularly so
at the end of the saleman's round when he has perhaps
been obsent from his depot for some ten or eleven hours.
The matter is being investignted.

Food Hypienc Regulations 1956

Apart from certain provisions, thcese Regulations
came into force on the lst January 1956. All Food Traders
were notified in writing of the main provisions of the
Reguletions and compliance with the new standards was
requested, I am pleased to rcport that in the main,
full co-operation was received and where neccssary works
of alteration were commonced.

The planeg of =11 proposcd new food shops arc con-
sidered ot the time of their submission for Byelaw &
Planning Conscnts, and it is thus possible to ensurc at

‘an early stoge their compliance with these Regulations,

although the absence of cdequate storage in those
premiscs to be occupied by the grocery trades, is e
constant problem.

Sampling

The following samples were taken during the yoor:

Sotisfactory Unsaotisfactory

Milk s 79 1
fater . a5 7
Ice Cream Y 84 6
Frozen Egg. saa = -

Reference hag already been made carlier in this
report on the unsatisfactory water & Ice Cream somples.
The unsatisfoctory sample of milk failed to satisfy the
Phosphatase Test for pasteruriscd milks - ne reason for
this could be found. Other milks from the same boteh
were satisfactory.

Slaughterhouses and Meat Inspcction

% premises in the town are licensecd by the Council
for privatc slaughtering and, 20 persons arc liccnsed

as slaughtermens

During the year 3830 animals were slaughtercd and
inspected at the private slaughterhouses and 2 tons
15 cwte. 3 grs. 6 1lbs., of meat and offal were condemncd

as being unfit for human consumption.

There has been an increzsc of approximately 160%
on the number of animals sloughtered in 1955, and I nm
pleased to report that a complete systonm of meat
inspection has still been manintained, but this has only
been possible by your Officers carrying out regulor
neot inspection after normel office hours.

L i



SECTICHN E - contd.

wiii) BEloughterhouses and Meat Inspection - Contd.

Condcmned meat is stained and then taken to

the licensed Enockers Yard in the town where it is either
used for animal feeding or despmaitched to

which processes such material,

o nearby factory

The following table shows detoils of animals inspected
gnd meat condemned during the year.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND DONDEMBRED

MEAT INSPECTION

Gencralised and totally
i condemnod,

-

e

| Cattle i Sheep ]
| includ- | Calves. & and Figs Horses
| ing | Lambs.
Cows. i
NUMBER KILLED | 590 89 | 1960 ;| 1183 Nil
[} lr i = J
NUMBER INSFECTED E 590 | 89 | 1968 1183 Nil
|
= = b IF F J
ALL DISEASES ZXCEFT . . .
TUB .RCULOSIS & CYSTICERCI I 28z 1, il 8 nil
Whole carcases condemned. i '
i
Coarcases of which some part or é |
orgon was condenmned. | 98 I - g1 i 28 Nil !
1 |
| |
Percontage of the number inspect- ! I
ed aoffected with disease other 16.78 | 1.1z L,12 | 3,04 Hil
thon Tuberculosis & Cysticered. I |
| |
TUBERCULOS ONLY |
Whole carcascs condemned . L v Nil Nil Hil
iU !
|
Cercoses of which some part or l -
orgon was condemned. 31 Nil Hil 11 NWil
|
Percontage of the numbor |
iﬂﬂ:];‘ct‘:ﬁ affected with | _5-""?_ 1.12 § nil Dl93 Hi:l-
Tuborculosis. i i
_} i
| !
CYSTICERCOSIS i
Corcoascs of which some port of
organ was condemned b = i - | = e
Carcopes submitted to treat- i
ment by refrigeration. | 4 - - - -



ANNKUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH IN
RESFECT CF THE YEAR 1223 FOR THE URBAN DISTRICT OF
I _ STEVEN.LGE IN THE COUNTY CF HERTFORD.

PART I OF THE ACT.

; INSPECTIONS for the purpose of provisicns as to health (including inspections
nmode by Public Health Inspectors).

F-_ H [}
| | HNumber Number of !
I Premises i on T :
I Register Jnapectiﬂns:Writteulﬁccupiirs
| E NeticeslPrﬂsccuted
5 1 1
i) Frctories in which Section 1,2,3,k |
| &6 are to be cnforced by Local |
| futhoritiecs. 1 1 - -
B) Foctories not ineluded in (1) abeve
|  in which Secction 7 is enforccd by
the Local Authority 65 L2 3 -
3) Other Premises in which Sccticn 7
iz cnforced by the Local iLuthority
(axeluding out-workers premises). 14 ] 11 S - |
| ]
1 i | i
Total 8o 5 Sl 3 ; e :
b CASES in which DEFECTS were found.
E Number of cases in which Nunber of cpsce in
! defocts were found jwhich proscecutions
Heferred jwere instituted.
Found :demedied| To H.M. |, by H.M.}
i Inspector | Inspecty
L]
Fiant of cleanliness (8.) !
Overcrowding (5.2.)
Unrcosonable temperature
! (5.3.)
Inodeguate ventilation
J (S.h4.)
Inoffective drainage of | 1
EHQWB {506-} l
Sanitary Conveniences i i '
{Si?%} 1 1
{a) Insufficient : !
{b) Unsuitable or ! i
defective . 3 > 2 | -
{c) Not separate for 1
SCXCE. i
Other offences against '
the Act (not including ! |
offences reloting to | [
; Outwork). :
B | §
Total 3 3 = 2 -
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