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STEVENAGE UREAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

ANNUAL REFORT

of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the year
1955

To the Chairman and Members of the Stevenage
Urbanr District Council.

I beg to present the above report preparcd in accordance with the
directions of Ministry of Health Circular 1/1954.

SECTION 4.
LOCAL STATISTICS
Area (in acres) i i S i 5,895
Home Population - Mid 1955
(Reyristrar General's Estimate) -
Constructed for revised boundary. ... 18,140
Wumber of inhabited houses at 31.12.55. 5,813
Rateable Value (31.12.55) £121,276
Sum represented by a Penny Rate.. £501
EXTRACTS F]_IDH VITAL STATISTICSE FOR
THE YEAR 1955.
Stevenage Comparable
Urban rate for
Iestrict Englond &
Wales.
LIVE EIRTHS.
Totanls Male Fencle
(Legitimate - 509 271 258
(Illegitimate ... 7 6 1
.I"Lll L
516 a7y 239
Rate per 1,000 of the estimated
resident population T i 28 . dr 15.0
STILLBIRTHS
Totals Male Femnle
(Legitimate o 9 8 1
(Illegitimate ... - - -
.n.ll L
q 8 1
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births. bl 23,1
Totals Male Female
DEATHS 109 56 53

Rate per 1,000 of the estimated
resident population. P 6.0 11.7



SEECTION L = Ceontd. Stevenage Comparable

Urban rate for

District England &
DEATH RATES OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE. LR
All infante per 1,000 Lii: %irils . L 11.6 24,9

Rate for legit. infants per
1,000 legitimate births ... 1L.6
Rate for illegit. infants per
1,000 illegitimate births ... -
Astunl number of such deaths:-
(a) Under 4 weeks and (b) Under 1 year.

Legiviaate A 5 [
Illegitimate S - -
LR =

—

senthe from pregnancy, childbirth or abortion 1.

Doaths from Cancer (all sites) A Fi 25,
Deaths from Measles, g Eiie -
Deaths from Whooping Cough ' - =
Deaths from other infec-tive and

parasitic discases. e sae =

Comment on Vital Statistics

¥ith t:: total of liwvebirths for the rear zoow necr.y five times
the local figire of registered deaths, Stevenage is seen to be o very young
town. it 6,0 “he local death rate is far below the naticnal rate of 11.7,
reflecting the much younger-*han-average distribution of ncw populatien,
and the Registrar General again supplies o Comparsbility Factor of 1.26
which produces a standardised death rate of only 7.6.

The estimated mid-yer: pepulation for 1955 of 18,140 (an increase
of 4,040) is already much out of date through the ratc of inward migration.

The local stillbirth rate is ssen to fall | belowm Thwe
national figurs while the local infant mortality ra:c 11.6) i: ~urin less
than half the rccord low rate for England and Wales (24.9).

The following tchle <tows the main local vital stotistics over
the ten yonrsl9hé-55:-

Birth Rote. Death Rate, Infant Mort.
Rate.
1955 - 28.4 6.0 11.6
1954 re 29.1 6.8 1z
1953 cas 24,8 7.7 29
1952 ses 20.8 77 &
1951 e 18,4 1044 16
1950 . 14,0 10,5 -
1949 sue 16,9 13.1 18
1948 ane 16.2 10.4 29
1947 ven 1845 12.1 26
1946 e 16,9 12.7 2



SECTION E.

GENERLL PROVISION OF HELLTH SERVICES

These are unchanged.

SECTIONS C. to E,

SANIT.RY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA,
HOUSING /AND INSFECTICON .AND SUPERVISION
OF FOOD,

Full reports on the sbove orcoc contained in the attached report
of your Chief Sanitary Inspecteor.

SBEGTION F.

Prevalence of, and control over, Infectious and other
Discascs

. For. the year lecal notifications of acute infectious
diseases (after correction) werc: Mcasles 489, Whooping Cough 24, Scorlet
Fever 13, jcute Poliomyelitis 3 (Paralytic 2, Non-Poralytic 1,) Acute
Pneumonia 5, Puerperal Pyrexia 2, and Food Foisoning 1,

Measles was epidemic in the early summer with a high
inecidence in the predeminantly young lecal
population.

Scorlet Fever ceses were confined mainly to the first
guarter of the year, speradic in distributicon
and almost confined to pre-school and infant
school oges, with little or no evidence of any
gpread in schools. Its severity continued
uniformly mild.

Whooping Cough incidence wos mild and mainly din the
first guarter.

ficute Poliomyelitis was confined to three cases (one
non-paralytic) in the jutumn, two being children
and one adelescent. Subseguent reports give
infermation of mild residual disability only
in the two paralytic cases.

Food Poisoning was confined to one case, the causal
crganism being identified as S.typhi-murium,
» though the vehicle of infcocoction was not
ascertained, E:

Diphtheria was again nbsent from the district during the
year. Despite continued rarity of this formerly
dreanded disease the cffer of infant protection
by immunisaticn continues to be accepted by a
good propertion of parents, For children under
twe years combined protection against Diphtherin
and Whooping Ccugh ie now available from Welfare
Centres ond Medicol Practitioners.




TUBERCULOSIS

New Cages and Deaths during the yeor 1955

e New Coses Deaths
Periods Respiratory Non=-Hespiratory Respiratory -Han-Respirntnry
M ¥ M F M F M F
=1 1
l1-5 2
5 = 15 3(3) 1(1) 1(1)
15 = 25 6(3) 9(&)
1ot Lot meai Lo=Tthews won bl faerst HLg "'
25 - .735 1’!(1{]} ].E‘{_:_Ll-}“ _ﬂ.flj’ 'y | W o T [ £ Tt B R
35 - 45 2(1) L(3)
45 =« 55 3(1) 1,
55 = 65
and over 11
Wot: Known (2!
Tatals 3L{163) ] 27(23) 1(1) 1(1) A - - -
Deaths allocated by the Registrar- 1. - g - -
General after final transfcrs.

Foot-note: Fipurce of new cases include inward transfers from _
ather areas, the numbers of such being shown additionally
in brackets.

Comment: In the continuously expanding local population new local
nctifications during the year are scen to number 17 cases,
all respiratory (moles 13, femnles 4); the figure for
the previous year on a smaller population, was identical
(7 males ond 10 femeles). ' No local nutification in
respect of non-respiratory disense was recarded.

The lorge number of inward tranefers to the lcecal register is
again of interest, indicating that selcction of New Town residence is
frequently influenced by o seoarch for improved environment feor a recognised
adult case which has usually reached the c¢lessification 'quiescent'.

One death is recorded, in a middle-aged male, from respiratery
disease. :

In coenclusion I weuld acknowledge having received every help during
the year from your chief officers; particularly I would acknowledge the
mest valuable assistonce from your Chief Sanitoary Inspector, Mr. R.V.Lamey,
who is respongible for the compilation of the Sanitary scetions of this
Report,

Your obedisnt servant,

V.R. Walker,

District Mediecal Officer of Health,
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To the Chairman and Members of the Stevenage
rban Ddstriet Counoil,

Ladles and Centlenen,

I bave pleasure in presenting my /ionwal Heport for the year
ending 3lst Decesber, 1355,

sona g
SAIITARY, CIRCU(SANGES OF TME AREA

1) Tager Swpply

The water wdertaling is now vested in the “tevenage
Development Corporation,

The town's main water supply is obtained from a borehole at
Titehall where a new pumping station has recently been completed,

At present about 1 million mﬂﬂmhm wsed; the new station
will be ocapable of supplying some 3.7 million gall/day when required

by future develoyment, Further work is prooceeding at "ion Green
where a 2 million gallon atorage reservilir is already in uvese, A

further storage reservolr of similar sise is now wder construetion,

and & bigh level water storage tower of | million gallon eapacity
ghould be comploted within the next twelve montha,

A reserve supply of epproximately I million gall/day is

available from a borebole at Proomin Green, This supply is suspect,
and is pot wsed for drinking purposes, An adequate supply of water

throughout the area ia being maintained,

The water supply is regularly sampled by me: Uuring the year
45 samglea were submitted to the Public Nealth Laboratory Servioce,
Luton for basteriolosical examination, B2 samples were alao taken

by the Stevenage Levelopment Corporation's analysta Mesars, itideal,

Rideal and Scivier, London, 4 samples were submitted for Chemical
Analysis and proved satisfactory.

) SWGE IISFOSM,

At present the Town's foul weter drainage 1o treated at the
Council's Sewage "1uoosal Works, although some of the newly
devoloped areas alrvady drain to liyemead.

The Council's Sewage Dajosal “orks were, vhen constructed,
mtuated well emay froo the main residential areus of the town,
However, new development now taking place has resulted in the
emstruction of noighbourhoods in the vicinity of the works, and
complainte are now belng reoeived from tenants regarding the
proximity of these worics which are same 300 = 400 yds distance
of oooupied bouses, The complainte are justified and raise a

problem that will not be easy to solve,



141) REFYSE COLLICTIN

iv)

v)

Fublio Cleansing Services together with the colleetion
and disposal of refume are supervised by the Couneil's Surveyor,
Refuse is diaposed of by controlled tipping.

STER

The Younell have instructed me to arrange a Clean ir Exhibition,
It 4s boped that this exhibition will & much to empbasise the need for
ensuring that the problems of atmospherie pollution which are present
in so many of our larger towns and cities, will not be experienced in
Stevenage when development is completed,

£ 15T, b

32 14eences for the storege of Petroleum and Petrolewm Mixtures
have been issved during the year,

5 new installationz have been ommatruoted in the recognised
manner and have been subject to approved Alr Fressupe Tests on
wderground $aniks and fuel lioea,

vi) BODRW COVFROL
The fullowing are detalls of Fodent Control York cerried out
in the Town during the year;=
mm Iw e LR R LR lm i
lio, of infested properties found, 276
No, of infested properties treated, 276
ﬁmlﬂnﬂ roosived 'L} Tl ﬂ'ﬁ
The infeatatiame were dlassifisd as followsje
Mo jor infeatation - Hats ... .. i
Minor infeatation - Hata ,.. 'TT] . 205
Hpor infestation - Hes ... Y] 30
Teat baiting of sewers was carried out in accordance with the
Ministry's requirements,
vil) NAGOES YARD
There 4s one licensed Knackers Yard in the town, the meat
from which is uwsed for animal feeding only, Alterations apd
mummﬂ; “thmﬂﬁ--
ineclode modern lairage, a D whm lll lﬂlﬂh -
stuning booth, ﬂmm ro-
frigeration space indluding a Jﬂm Hot and oold

water and washing facilities are pmuu in the slaugbter hall,
The omer is to be congratulated on the bigh standards achievad
and maintaised, During.the year 5l horses and 428 cattle were
slaughtered,



viid) SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA

ALALYSIS OF VISITS
IMasinfegtation 15
Drainage b3
Factories

Food Fremises

Infectious Disease

Enaskers Yards

Mcons of Lscape in Case of Fire
Miscellanecus Visits
Hoveable Dwellings
Cutworkers : :
Petroleum Installations
Publie Health & Housing icts
(Houeing Defects)

Fag Floek Act

Fodent Comtrol

Spmplings Ice Cream

<
BB aBEEEN.E RNRE LR

o Milk
" water (Publie Supply)
" Vater (Wells)
ke Other Semples
Schools
Slaughterhouses
Bmoke ibatement
SECTICR D
Louedng

In accordence with the powiddons of Sectiom I of the
Houwedng fepalrs and Nents iot 1954, a housing survey of the older type
property in the town has been made. Over 3500 houses have beem inuopected
and the Coumeil's proposals for dealimg with the unfit prepertics hyve
been endorsed by the Mimister of Housing and Local Government,

During the year 1010 housing inspections hove been mnde under
the Fublic Health and Housing Acta. Complaints were received hoth
from temants of older type property and from tenamts of New Towm Houccso,
although the latter complainis referred gemerally to verying depgrecs of
dampness which were being experienced im a particular house type on cne
eptate, The responsible Authorities were informed and remedial works
‘were soon commenced and are still in progress.

| FPUBLIC JPALTH AND HOUSINO ACT.

Informal - Statutory notices cerved 77
‘Informal - Statutory notices complied 77

Routine imspections of all food premises wre regularly mnde, and
pany improvements have been effected in the older type premiscs in the
town, Flans of all new food premlses and amlterations to existing shops
are inspected for complismce with present day legislation.

i) Slaughterhouses & Meat Inspection.

3 premioes in the town are licensed by the Counclil for
private elaughtering, and 19 persons sre licemsed as Elauchtormen,



A complete aystem of Meat Inspection is in operatiom, and
every carcase is thoroughly inspected at the time of slaughter.
Slaughtering often takes place outside normal office hours, and in
order to maintasin this complete inspection it has heen necessary
for work to comtinue during the evenings and oftem at weekends.

During the year 1468 amimals were slaughtered and imspected
in the private slaughterhouses and as a result of this inspection,
i ton. 11 cwtes 2 Grs. 12 1bs. (3,540 1be) of meat and offel were
condemmed as unfit for human consumption.

The following table shows details of animals inespected and
meat condemned during the year.

MEAT INSPECTION
ii) INSPEC
Cattle Calves Sheep @ Pige i M
includ- and | !
ing Lamba '
Cowa
-
T — | 508 22 640 298 ril
. : -
' I
Hil Hil Fil | HMi nil
|
| I '
| R |
Curcases of which some part or ] |
orpon was condemmed. 72 i 1 63 | 1 ma
! '
Forcontore of the number inapect-
ed oifected with disease other w7 | k.55 9.383
| thon Tuberculosis and Cysticerel |
- | !
thole careases condemned, _ 3 | il M
i |
— , | _ :
Corcooos of which some part of |
| orpon vas condemmed. F’ m1 | "3
: Fercontoge of the number
| inspocted affected with 8.46 - -
Tuberculosis. '
ST TRt I'
| Carensce of which some part of |
orpan wos condemmed, , = e s
Cascoses subuitted to treatment |
by rofrigpervtion. - . - -
]
Gomoralised and totally F
condormaeds ; - - -
| |

i-.'-




111) Sampling
(a) MMk,

3 dairymen are rogistered for the sale of Tuberculin
teated, Tuberoulin Tested pasteurised, Faateurised
and Sterilised Mlks, DUuring the year 14 samplee of
milk Wepe taken and submitted to the Fublie fealth
Laboratory, Luton for examination, In all cases
satisfuctory renilis were obtained,

(b) Ice Cream,

15 persons are registered for the sale of Ioe Cream,
18 semples were taken for analysis during the year and
proved satisfaatory on ezamination,

(o) liguid Bag

In view of the unaatisfactory resulta received in other
parts of the Country onm analysis of Chinese frozen

liquid egge, alx samples of this produet were taken at
various premises in the town - bacteriologionl exnmine
atiops were wmdertsken at the Public Health Laboratories,
Luton, and in all casen satisfactory results were obtained,

iv)  Umsomd Fuod,

16 ovts, 2 grs, 5 1ba, 14! oss, of varioms foods (other
than meat oondemned at the slaughter houses) were

examined at various Food Fremises in the Towmand w-re
subsequently condemned as belng wfit for human consumption,

v)  Industrial Copteeps,

A high stendard has been achieved in the design and
equipment of these canteens in the newly constructed
factories in the town, TRoutine inspeoctions are regularly
made,

lgbile Shops,

vi)

Many mobile shops operate in the pewly developed arcas
of the towni all mobile butebers and grocers shopa are

provided with bot and cold water for washing purposes,
and in some cases ref-igeration uwnits are also carried,

vii) Food | yglene Publicliy,

In May of this year, photographs of certain food shops,
mobile shops were taken in Stovenage

Chdef Sanitary Inaspector,
Ogtober 1956

Orebard Hoad
Stevenage, lerts,






HAGE TN

Nuaber ﬂl
Fremises Reglster. 1nspections| Fritten Cccuploro.
Hotices Frocecuted

Footordies in which Sectiom 1,2,3,%
& 6 are to be enforced by Local
tuthorities. 6 G - -

) Foctordes mot imcluded im (1) above
in vhich Section 7 is enforced by

the Local Authority. (4 71 2 -
§) Other Premises in which Section 7
~ ip enforced by the Local Authority
(o=cluding outeworkers premises)). 28 22 - -
107 99 2 -
Number of caeses in which Number of cooos
defects were found in which proce-
- Tof cutions were

Found Femedied HaMeo HaoMe instituted.
Inspector Inspect:

-







