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STEVENAGE URB.N DISTRICT COUNCIL,

Annusl Report of the Mediosl Officor of Health for the  LIBRARY
yeaxr ended 31st December 19951,

June , 1952,
To the Chairman end Membors of the Stevenage
Urban Ddistrict Council,

I beg to present the above report prepared in accordance with the directions
of Ministry of Health Circular 14.2fﬁ951.

SECTIQN A.
LOCAL STATISTICS.

irca (in acres) s S 4,576

Residential Population - Mid 1951
(Registrar soneral's Estimate)

Fumber of inhabited houses ...

Ruteable Value o waw

Sum ropresented by a penny rete

EXTRACTS FROM VITLL STATISTICS FOR
THE YE4R 1951,

LIVE BIRTHS, Local rate Corparable rote
Iotals, Mole, Female, for Enpland &
Logitimate 121 68 Walos,
Nlogitimate 5 b

All 126 T

7 | -2

Rate por 1,000 of the estimated resident
population 18,9 1545

DEATHS; i P S 1]
Rate por 1,000 of the ostimated rosidont
population 0L 12,3

-il‘l‘

SITLIETRTHS:
Legitimate
Ilegitmate

A1 2

1
1

e

Rato per 1,000 total (live & still) births 2% oy

DEATHS OF INFANTS MLER ONE YEAR:
Rate for 4ll infants per 1,000live births 6. 30
Bate for Logitlinte " " 1,000legitinate
hirthu s U

' " Illegitimate " " 4,000 illegitimzte
births

-

Aotunl number of such deaths (o) under L and (b) total under
wocks 1 yaor
Lepitimata o 1
Illegitimto p 1

R e e

411 - 2

Deaths from Puerporal couses -
Docths from Conoer (o1l sites) 18
Deaths from Mozslos -
Dgnths fran Fhooping Cough -
Docths from other infective and
parcsitic dlsenses -
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Conment on Vitnl Stotistics,

The oatimnted loczl population for mdd 1951 shows an increose of 182,
conaidercble immigration in the second half of the yoar not therefore being shown
for that point in time,  For the yonr 1951 the loecl donth rate (10,4) wes
markedly lowor thom for most previous yoors and reflectz the rucent incronse omong
the younger age groups of tho population, The chicf causes of death were: Heart
and Yther Circulntory Disecases 30, Vascular Lesions »f tho Norvous System 8,
and Cancer (all sites) 18, agedn no locnl denth is reeorded from Motor Vheiole

aceclidenta,

The infont mortality (16) cgain coupares fovourcbly with the fif_:uru_fnr
Englend and Woles while the marked rise in the local birth rate follows inerenscs
among young fomdlies entoring the Hew Town.

The following table shows the mein loenl vital statistics over the ten yonrs
1942 - 51:-

Birth Rata, Danth Rato, Inf, Mort,Roto,

1951 18.4 10, L 16
1950 14,0 10.5 =3

1949 16,9 13:1 18
1948 16,2 10,4 29
1947 18,5 12,1 26
1946 16,9 J2ad 9
1945 1445 10,9 22
1950 16,8 12,1 5l
1543 15.9 12.6 39
1942 11.1 9.9 55

SECTION B,
GENERAL FROVISION OF HEALLTH SERVICES,
No importoant chonge occurred during the yeor,

SECTION C,
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AHEA,

Wotor Supplios,

The Town is supplied by 2 wntcr punmplng plants, both electrieslly opercted.
from which o constant and nomal sw ply of woter is distributed by min to 2464
housos {.:ppr-::tim::tu population & ‘)) s ond by standpipes to 4 houses {E.ppru:l:l.r-'atﬂ
poﬂlatian 10), shilo 40 houses spproximate population 125) are supplied by private
waLls,

82 samples of wator takem by your Senitary Inspector wore submitted to the
Iuton ¥Fublic Health Leboratory for bactoriologicnl exomination and 141 samples by
Mpssrs, Rideal, Rideal & Scivur, London, for bactorioclogicnl examination,

Dosoription, No, of samples, Setisfoctory, Unsatisfactory,
Tovm Supply: Row Weter 35 32
Tovm Supply: Chlorinated Wnter L7 L5 g

BEideal & Sciver,lendon, on behalf the Stevenzre Developnent G 5.k "
Doscription, No, of sorples, Satisfaetory. Unaatiggctgﬂ.
Towm Supply: Raw Water 26 22 &
Tomm Supply: Chlorincted Water 53 52 1
New Moins: Chlorinated Wator 30 13 11

Now liains: The unsatisfectory suples of chlorinatod water wore taken from new
madins not in service, All of tho muins Were subsequently ro-chlorinated and producod
satisfrotory results before being put into sorvicae,
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Co 1 Hemark The geologicsl position of Stevenzro lics on the odpge of a
bagin and thorefore the watoer supply will always be liable to surfrec eontoiadnation,
During recent yeors the water supply hos intormittontly boon contordnoted, and to
countoract this, o plant was installed in sapril |:1E."I+3} for the woter to bo _
supar-chlorinated ot the inlet to the ruservoir with de=chlorination ot tho cutlet,

@ity_x Inspection of tho aronm,

Total mumbor of inspeetions for all purposes 1063, divided cs follows:i=

Dofects under the Housing acts 395
Dofects undor the Factories dct 16
Frovention of Infeetious Discnsos
including disinfection & disinfestation 17
Sanitory eonditions of school, public hnlls
& oinonns & public houses 14
Inspections under the Milk & Dniries Ordor
(including foms) 55
Inspoction of sloughterhouses, butchers' shops,
vena and food stores 11
Mgnt & Tood inspoections 8
Kiscellaneous food inapoctions 29
Frovention of nuisonces 43
Inspoetion of drainage ote. 11
Inspoction of the Town's dntor Susply & Water
Swples 82
Inspoction re Inscet Infestation [
Inspection under the Faood & Drugs aot -
Ei lgg Croon 60
(ii) Dried Egp £
(1ii) Rosteurant Kitehens 74
(iv) Preparation Raoms 10
Inspections rs smoke oberrvations [
Inspections re Shops .ot 2
Inspections re ibveable Dwel lings 69
Inspoctions ro Reg Flack & Othor Filling
Metorinls act L
Misgellonoous :
Inspoctions re storsge of petroloun 25
Inspections re living & socinl eonditions
of applicents for Council Houses 2
Inspections re Erploymont igenciss 2
Inspoctions re: Civil Defence 18

Sowape and Sewnre ﬁimnaal.

The Town is provided with » foul sower 24" diometer leading to bacterinl
troatmont ot the Btavonage Disposal Works and a 36" surface wator sower discharging
into o wter-course, both of which arc satisfhotory,

Fefuso Enllmti@ and D‘iaggsal of 8alvece,

Houso refuac eollsction, the disposal of same and the cleansing of the Town is
suporvised ond earried out by the Surveyor, The refuse is disposed of by semi-
controlled tipping,

During the year 22 tons 3 cwts of matericls wore salvaged which ronlised
£553541849,

Smoke Observations,
6 amoke obsorvetions were token o nd during oach porisd mo nuiscoces scourred,
1 neEglidnti on £, 1928,

17 promises are liconsed for petroleun, carbide of culciwn ate, and the
rogulations ars satisfactorily complicd with,
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SECTION D. e

Routine house-to-house inspections were carried out st 236 houses, viz.109
private and 127 Council houses,

During the yecr 240 houses were crected, wviz, 28 by the Stevenage Urban District
Council and 212 by the Stevenage Developmont Corporation,

Cvercrowiing Aok, 1936,

During the ysar no houses woro found overcrowdaed,
Sanitary improvements wore undertoken in existing éwelling houses vizi-
Fromises ro-droinod 2
Senitory improvenents including
drainage ke
Other work for the abatooont of
nuisances LO

L foruel notices wore served and tho rest of the work wea carried out by
porsuasive msthods,

Vormdnous Precdsas,
5 houses were treated for vermin which were eradieated by sproying with a liquid
vernin mixture named Zaldecide while inspection of furniture bedding sote, , wms
ecarried ocut by the Loeal Council,

SECTION E,

i HEEPQST OF THE MEDICL CER OF HEALTH TN FRSFECT
OF THE YRR, 1951, FOR THE URB.N DISTRICT OF STEVENAGE I THE COUNTY OF HERXTFORD,

PART I OF THE ACT,
1, IHSEECTIONS 1 s to health

| Farbor on Numbor of
Premisoes, 'Rugi.atar. Lnspoctions Tritton Eaup'iera
Notices, |Frosecuted,
(1)Factories in vhich Sections 1,2,3,4 & 6
are to be enforced by Loeal iuthorities 18 6 - -

{2)Factories not ineluded in (1) above in which
Soction 7 is enforced by the Locnl iuthority, Wy 35 - -

(3)0ther Prormdses in which Scetion 7 is enforced
by the Loeal iuthority (excluding out-workers

Pramises), k b = -
TPOTAL 69 45 = -
D e —————— o — e prr———

2, CABES in which DEFEQTS wera found,

Humbor of cases_in &'hir:h dofects Mizber of

Farticulars e meru L2 T cages in which
i |To H, ﬁy HoM, |prosecutions

| Inspector] Inspoctor| were instituted,

Want of cleanliness (S,1) - g - =
Overorowding (8.2) o -
Unronsonable tempercture (S,3)
Inadeugnte ventilation (S,4)
Ineffective frainage of floors (8,6)
Sanitary Conveniences (S,7)

- - L

a) Insufficient 2 2 - 2 -
b) Unsuitcble or defective 2 2 = 2 =
o) Not separcte for sexos - - ~ A -

Other offences sgndnst the dct (not

including offences relating to
Outvork) 2 2 - - :
TOTAL .5 6 4 1'_ =
pEm—— = - S e S
PuRT VIITI OF T™HE A0T = OUTWORK.,

Humber of Outworkers 1. i.e. Wearing apparel, (Sections 110 & 111).
=ly=



Imgaoti-:n ond Supervision of Food eto.
MILE.

There are only 7 registered producers of milk in the distriet from which ono
is for the sale of Tuberoulin Tested milk and from the other 6 the milk is
collocted and pasteurised before distribution.

In additien there are 3 registercd rotailors from whom milk iz produced
cutaide the Stevenage district, 1 being licensed for the sale of Tubsroulin
Tosted and Pasteurised Milk, 2 for Tuberculin Tested, Tuberculin Tested
(Pasteurised) and Fasteurised Milk.

Bl samples of milk were taken for bacterioclogical xamination whioh gave the
following results:-

Desoription. Ho,of samples, Passed. Pailed.
Tuberoulin Tested (Fasteurised) G £ i
Tubarculin Tested 20 17 3
Poztourised 29 23 [
ICE-CHEAM,

At present there are no manufacturers of ice-cream in Stevenage.

63 samples of ico-oream were tnken for bactericlogical examination from
retailera, restaurants,ete., and the following summary shows the provisional
grading:-

No.of samples. Grade 1. Grade 2. Grode 3, Grade L.
1951 60 26 (h3.33%%) 21 (35%) 8 (13.,33%) 5 a.%y%
1350 69 42 (60-87% 17 (24.63%) 6 (8.697) L (5.
1949 43 13 (30.23%) 12 (27.90%) 8 (18,60%) 10 (23.25%)
-1948 25 3 (12%) 12 (48%) 2 (8f) 8 (32%)

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

There are L licensed private slaughterhouses (including cne knackers'
slaughterhouse) in the Distriet which are kept up to o fair standard. Only
cooasional slaughtcrings licenscd by the Local Food Officor are carried out,
amounting in all to 6 pige of which the carcases were inspected,.

Foods surrendered as unfit for human consumption in shops, stores,ete. have
to be certified before replocements can bé made. During the year the following
amnount of food was condemncd as unsound and unfit:-

Meat - 170 lbs
Heum - 6%lbs
Fish - 1 1ba
Tinned Hem = 182 lba
Other Tinned Food = 190 1bs
Swesta - L lbe
Flour = 190 lbs

Totnl O73% lbs

Bakohouses, restaurant kitchens, preparation rooms, manufacturcrs of
pregerved food and tradesmens wvans eto. are inspected with & wiew to keeping up o
good stondard of eleanliness.

FOOD POISONING.

There was no record, either formal or informal, of any such cocurrence in
your district during the year.

-5~



SECTION F.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, TNFECTIOQUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Total notifications of infeotious disease (after correction) were for the
year: mgasles 25, Whooping cough 18, acute pneumonic 2, socarlet fover 2, and
pusrperel pyrexia 1.

Measles and whooping cough were ench moderately provalent in the second
guarter, The incidencoe of both those discases, together with the 2 notifisd
acases of scarlet fever, fell mainly on children of infant school age.

Diptheria. For yet ancther year no case of diptheria was notificd in the
district. Despite its continued absence, from the district the offer of

protection to infants by irmunmisstion contimued to be nccepted by o larpe mejority
of parents,

TUEERCULOSIS.
New Cases & Deaths during tho
year 1951,
| NEW G@ IEATHS
Age Periods spiratory| Non-hHesp ory piratory [Non-Hespiratory
AR W | P - S T - i 1 F
1
0-=1
] = B 1 .
5 - 15 1 |
15 = 25 1 i
25 = 35 1
35 = LB 1
45 = 55 | 1
55 = 65 1
and owver
Totals L L - 1 1 1 - -
Denths allocated by the Registrar- 4 = 2
General after final transfars, G

Notified now cases and deaths continue fairly low,

In eonclusion, I would acknowledgo howving roceived every help fram your

chiof officers and particularly would I acknowledre the inwnluable help received
froo your Sanitary Inspector, Mr. H.Foden, who bhas been responsible for compiling
tho Sanitary sections of this Report.

Yours cbediont Servant,

VICTOR R.WALEER,
District Medical Officor of Health,



