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ey STEVENAGE URBAN DISITICT COUNCIL,

Anmnal Report of the Medical Officer of Health for the

G vear ended *{st Deecember,1549.
i *
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To the Chairman and Members of the Stewvennge

Urban DMstrict Couneil,

LIBRARY

Juna, 1960,

I beg te present the sbove report prepared in accordance with the directions
of Ministry of Health Cireular 2/50,

Deaths from Pusrperal Causes

Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

Deaths from mensles (all ages)

Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages)
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age)
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Stevenage UD, Comparsble

SECTION 4.

LOCAL STATISTICS.

Area. (in acres) b e iy 4,576

Residential Population = Mid, 1549 -

I:REgistrﬂ.r' senernl's Estimate) i : 6,490

Humber of inhobited houses e i 2,006

Hoteable Value - LR LR ﬂ"" !E;TG

Sum represented by a peonny rate nan £161

. Extracts from Vital Statistics for the
Yoor 1949,
Totals M, Fa Local Rate
LIVE BIRTHS ..(Legitimate 107 62 L5
Illegitimate 3 - 3
ALl 110 62 LB
Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population 16.9
Totals M, F,
STILLBIRTHS, .. (Legitimate 2 2 -
Nlegitinate - - -
All 2 2 -
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still)births 18
Totals I, .

DEATHS 85 31 48

Rate par 1,000 of the estimated resident population 13,

DEATHRATES OF INPANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE,

All infants par ‘1,0:”:} live hirth—'i T e ﬂ
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate birtha 15
Ilegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate

; births Wil
Actual mmber of deaths under 1 year:
Legitimate .
Illegitimate -
Total 2

Rate for
England d&
Wales.,

16,3,



COMMENT ON VITAL STATISTICS, =)

The estimated local population shows and increase of 77 over 1948, The
loeal birth rate for the year is above that for Epgland and Wales while the infant
mortality rate is exceptiocnally favourable,

The local deathrate shows a sharp rise, exceeding a sindlar rise for England
and Wales, In this connection the Registrar General estimates the average local
age distribution as older than that for England and Wales as a whole and the
application of his Comparsbility Fuctor of 0,92 gives a stendardised Death Rate
of 12,1 I:Englmd and Wales 11-:‘%-

The chisf causes of death wcre: Heart and Other Circulatory Diseases 30,
Cancer (all sites) 9, Nephritis 8, and Tuberculosis (all forms) 3, For another
year no local death is recorded from Road Traffic accidonts,

The following table shows the main locel wital statistics over the ten years
1950-45:- ;
Birth Hata, Death Rate, Inf.Mort, Hate,

1949 16,9 L 18
1948 16,2, 10.4- 29
1947 18,5 12,1 26
1956 16,9 12.7 9
1945 145 10,2 2
1544 16,8 12,1 5l
1943 15.9 12.6 39
1942 11,1 9.5 55
1941 11,8 11,4 23
1940 {2.0 10.1 52

SECTION BH.
GENERAL FROVISICON OF HEALTH SERVICES.

‘No important change occurred during the year.

SECTION C,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES (F THE AREh,-

Woter Supplies.

The Town is supplied by 2 water pumping plants, both electrically operated,
from which a constant and normal supply of water is distributed by main to 1962
houses (approximate population 6}5?31: and by stand pipes to 4 houses (aspproximate

pepulation 10), while 40 houses (approximate populaticn 125) are supplied by private
walla, ;

78 samples of water taken by your sanitary inspector were submitted to the Luton
Fubilic Health Laboratory for bactericlogical examination, and 30 somples by Masars,
Rldeal ,Fideal & Sciver, London for bacteriological examination,

Surmary of samples submitted for bactericlogieal exsmination to the Luton Publio
Health Laboratory,.

Description, No,of samples, Satisfactory. Unsatisfactory.
Tewn Supply: Raw Water 66 64 2
Town Supply: Chlerinated water 12 12 -

Privwate Wells =z

r -

Summary of samples taken for bactericlogical examination by Messra, Rideal
Rideal, & Seiver, London,

Desoription, ) Ho.of samples, Satisfamtory, Unsatisfactory,.
Tovm Supply: Raw Water 19 16 3
Chlorinated Water 11 10 1

General Hemarks:

The geologlcal position of Stevenage lies on the edge o = basin and therofore
the wator supply will always be lianble to surface contamination, During recent
years the water supply has intermittently boen contaminated and, to counteract this
& plant was installed in April (1549) for thc water to be super-chlorinated at the
inlet to the reservoir with de-chlorination at the outlet,
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Sanitary Inspection of the Arsa,

Total number of inspections for all purposes 916, divided as follows:-

Defects under the Housing Acts 286
Defeots undor thé Fnctories aAct 29
Prevention of Infectious Diseases including
disinfecticon and dizinfestation 10
Sanitary conditions of school, public halls &
cinemas, 6
Inspections under the Milk and Dairies Order
lEincluding farms)., 69
Inspection of slaughterhouses, butchers'shops,
vans and food stores. 9k
Meat and Food inspections 15
Miscellaneous food inspections 18
Frevention of nulsances L2
Inspection of drainage etc, 22
Inspecticn of the Town'a water supply and
water samples, 78
Inspection ro rats and mice destruction i)
Inspection re Insect pestation 6
Inspection under the Food and Drugs Aet
i) Ice Croam 5"
ii) Restaurant Kitchens I
iii) Preparation Rooms a8
Inspections re ampke cbeorvaticns 7
Inspecticna re Shops aot 12
Inspections re Moveable Dwellings 88
Heeallaneous,
Inspections re storage of petroleum 14

Inapections re living and soecisl conditions
of appliecants for council houses
Inspections re mortuary

oo

Sewage and Sewage Disposal.

The Town iz provided with a foul sewer 24" dismeter leading to bacterial
treatment at the Sewage Disposal wWorks and a 36" surface Water sewer diascharging
into a water-coursc, both of which are satisfactory,

Refuse Collection and Dispossl of Salvage,

House refusfe collectiocn, the disposal of same and the cleansdng of the
Town is supervised and carried out by the Surveyor. The refuse is disposed
of by somi-controlled tipping,

During $he year 30 tons of materials werw salvaged which realised £180,

Smoke Observations,

L smoke chbservations were taken at a factory from which intermittently a
nuisance was caused by grit emissions, By request a grit arrostor was
ingtalled which has given satisfactory results,

Petrcleum (Consclidation) Act, 1928,

1k premises are licensed for petroleum, carbide of calcium ote. oand
the regulations are satisfactorily comglied with,

Section D,
Hﬂﬂ-i s

Routine house to house ingpection was earried sut at 94 houses and 10
houses were inspeeted for complaints with rogard to repairs,

91 Council houses were erected during the year and 10 by private
enterprisa,

Je



Owvercrowding Act, 1936,

During the year only 1 house Was found overcrowded.

Sanitary improvements were underteken in existing dwelling houses, vizi=

Promises re-drained il
Sanitory isprovements including
drainage 90
Other work for the abatement
of nulsances 28

3 formel notiees were served and the rost of the work was carried cut

by persuasive methods,

Verminoue EFremises,

During the yesr no complaints wore received,

SECTICH E,

ANMUAL REPORT OF THE MEDTCAL OFFICER OF HEALTH TN EESFECT
QF THE YEaR, 1949, FOR THE URBAN DISTHICT OF STEVENAGE, IN THE COUNTY

1., INSFECTIONS for the purposes of provisions as to hsalth Eincludinﬂ inspections

(i HERTFORL.
FiRT I OF THE ACT.

made by Sanitary Inspectors.

* Fremises,

Humber on Thumber of

Register, | Inspections,.| Writtem

Noticea.

Cecupiers
FProsecutedd

(i) Factories in which Sections 1,2,3,k
and 6 are to be enforcged by

Loeal Authorities

(41) Factories mot included in (1) in which
Saction 7 is enforoed by the

Loeal juthority

fiii} Other Fremises in which Section 7 is
enforeed by the Local authority
(excluding out-workers premises), 2 &

TOTAL

o ———— e = a
L e—————

2

« CAEES in which LEFECTE wers found

Particulars,

Humber of cases in which defocts werse
found

Heferred
To H.M, By H.M.
[nspector Inspector

Found | Femedied

Mhuber of
cages in

which prosecs
uticns were
instituted,

Went of cleanliness (8.1)
Overorowding (8,2)
Unreasonsble temperature (S,3)
Inadequate wentilation (3,4)
Ineffective drainage of floors (S.6)
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7)

a) Insufficient

Eh; Unsuitable or defective

{e] Not aeparate for sexes
Other offences against the Act (not

including offences relating to
Outwork),

e
—

TOTAT

EPART VIII EF THE AT,

(Sections 110 & 111)

Hymber of Cutworkers 1. 1.9,

Wearing apparel,

11 11

OUTWORK,




1342
1948

e

Inspection and Supervision of Food ete,

MITK,

There are only 7 registered producers of milk in the distriet from which
1 retails Accoredited milk, 1 supplies ungraded milk to & deiryman for reteil
and from tho other §© the milk is collected and pastourised bofore distribution,

In addition thers are 4 registered retsilers from whom milk is produced
outaide the Stevenaga district, 2 being licensed for the sale of Tubsereulin Tested
milk and 2 for Pasteurised milk,

60 samples of milk were taken for bacteriological examination which gawve the
following results:-

Description, o, of Emw:alus R Passzed, Failed,
Tuberculin Tosied L | 19 12
Accredited 9 % . i
Fasteurised 15 1k 1
Ungraded H 1 I

IOBE=-CIEM,

At present there are no manufacturers of ice-cream in Stevenage.

L3 samples of ice-cream were token for bactoriclogiecal examinotion from
retailers, restaurants etc., and the following summary shows the provisional
grading -

No,of samples, Grade 1, Grade 2, Srade 3, o .oo-Gzele b,
k3 13 (30.23%) 12 (27,905) 8 (1826%7) 10 (23.25%)
25 3 (127) 12 (48%) 2 (&) 8 (32%)

The average percentages are not very satisfactory and may be acecocunted for by
the following description:-

At "A's" premises vhere ice-cream was manufactured (in an adjoining district)
under hygienic conditlons and with up-to-date machinery, the cause of
unsatisfactory samples taken from retallers in Stevenage was attributed to the
site of the Factory which was considered a bad one. By persuasion of the
Sgnitary Inspector in the aforementioned distriet the firm in guestion has
suspended manufacturing Ice-Cream,

Mr. "B" & manufacturer (in an adjoining district) supplied 2 retailers in
Stevenage namely "C" and "D", it "C'a" premises all the samples came out
grade L, [:Uﬁsu.tiafmtuz:,r} and at "D's" premises all the samples came ocut grade
1 (Satiafactory).

Following an investigation of "C'as® premises the souree of their unsotisfactory
samples was traeed to the refrigersator which was not being defrosted often
enough and eaused the conservator to be in an unhygienic condition,

It is anticipated that the reports for the year (1950) will be more
favourable,

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS.

There are 4 licensed private alaughterhouscs (including one knackers'
slaughtérhouse) in the Distriet which are kept up to a fair standard., Only
occasional slaughterings licensed by the Local Pood Officer are carried out,
amounting in all to 21 pigs of which the carcases of 15 were inspected.

Foodasurrenderod as unfit for human consumntion in shops, stores, ete,.,
have to be eertified before replacoments can be made,

Bakchouses, restaurant kitchens, preparation rooms, manufecturers of
praserved food and tradesmen's vans eteo., are inspected with a view to keeping
up a good standard of cleanliness,

D



FOOD FOISONING.
{ notification of Salmonells was reccvived (referred to in Section F).

SECTION F,
FREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES,

Total notifientions of infeciious disease (after correction) were as
follows:= Scorlet fever 13, pneumonis 2, measles 1, acute anterior polianyelitis
1 and food polsoning 1.

The secarlet fover cases Wers grouped medinly in the fourth quarter of the
yoar and confined to the 3 - 10 age group, the outbreak being of mild severity
and low infectivity, sccompanied by o considerable number of mild sore thoats
without a rash,

The single esse of acute poliomyelitis occcurred in an adult in the month
of dAupust during the period of nation wide prevalsnce,

The single case of food poisoning, confimmed as due to Salm,Typhl-Murium,
was carefully investipated but no sBcuree of infection eould be traced, though &
meal taken outside the district wes atrongly Suspected,

Por another yoar no case of Mrhtherisa wes confirmed in the district, Despite
its continued absencs from the area tho offer of protection of infants by
immnisation continued to 1o accepted by a large majority of parents,

TUBERCULOSIS,
Now Cascs and Deaths during
tha year,
How Casos Daaths,
Ape Periods. Respiratory Non-Respiratory Respiratory Hon-Rezpiratory

Hﬂl Ft IL F'I .t'i' Fq m IFQ
ﬂ =5 1 - - - - - - - -
1 — 5 — = L - = - L] -
h =15 - - - = = = = =
15 = 25 - 2 - 1 - 1 - o,
25 - 35 1 bl = - - 1 - -
35 - L5 = - - - - - - =
L5 = 55 - cdd s - 0 - -
and over - = 1 = = 1 = =
Totals 2 2 1 1 - 3 - -

. Totals of new notifications were identical with the figures for the previous
year but deaths from respiratory disease numbered 3 against 1 for 1948,

iftor final transfers the Hegistrar Gunersl has alloeated to the district

2 (female) deaths from respiratory tuberculosis and 1 (female) death from other
forms of tuberculcsis, giving the same total of 3 deaths from such eause,
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