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STEVENAGE URBAN DISTRICT COVHCIL.

Report of the Medical OFfizer of Health

for tha year ended Sist Deoepber,

1948,

To the Chairman and Members of -‘;Ire
Stevenage Urban District Council.

Moadam and Gentlemen,

5th July, 1943.

I have the honour to present my annual report in accordance with the
directions of Ministry of Health Circular 3/49,

LOCAL STATISTICS,
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Comment on Vital Statistics,

The ootimate of the Registrar-Gemeral gives an annual increase of 83 for

the lecal population.

Both the birthrate and deathratce are lower than tho 1947

figures while stillbirth and infant mortality rates continved tavouravle,

The chief causes of death were:

Heart diseasc 23, other circulasery

diseascs B, intracranial vascular lesion 8, caucer (a1l sites) 7, pnevmraia 3

and premature birth 2. Apart from onc death from respiravory fubcroalosis thaore
was no death from infecticus discase, while for a scuond year thoere wos no loool
death recorded from Road Traffic Accident.
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Genernl FProvision of Health Seryices,

Following the rotirement of Dr. Supggit in August 1948 therc was
instituted a combined post of Diwvisional Medical Officer Tor the County
Health and Sechool Medical Services and Disiriet W, 0.0H, to your Distriet,
to the Urban Distriets of Hitehin, Letehworth, Baldock and Royston e.nd ta
the Rural Distriet of Hitchin,

The functions of the district samnitary autherity are unchanged by the
Mationnl Health Scrvice dct.

sanitory Circumstances of thoe
Area,

Water Supplicsa.

The Town is supplied by 2 water pumping plents, both electrically
operated, from which o eonstant ond normal supply of water is distributed by
main to 1,881 houwses (approximate population 6,266), and by stand pipes to
9 houszes I:"?_:plcrxmdtﬂ population 22), while 40 houses (approximate population
125) are supplied by private wolls,

49 samples of wator taken by your sanitary inspector wore submitted to
the Luton Public Health Laboratory for bacteriological exapdnation, and 35
samples by Messrs, Rideal, Ridealond Seiver, London (30 for bacteriological
examination and 5 for chomical examination},

Summary of samples submitted for bactoriclogical cxamination to the Luton
Public Health Laboratory.

Description Ho. of samplea Butisfactory Unastisfadtory.
Tovn Supply: Baw Water L2 Lo 2
Towm Surply: Chlorinated water 5 5 -

Private walls 2 P -

Summary of samples taken for bacteriological -.xa.m.n....-mn by HLEH:.... Rideal,
Rideal and Sciver, London,

Lescrintion Ho, of somples Satisfectory Unsatisfactory
Town Supply: Raw Water 18 13 5
Chleorinated water 1z 12 -

Sumnory of samplcs taken for chemical examination by Mesars. Rideanl, Rideal and
Sciver, London.,

Description lic, of samples Satisfectory Unsatisfectory
Tovm supply: Raw Water 5 5 -

General Remarks,

The geological position of Stevenage liles on the edpe of a basin and
therefore the water supply will always be liable to surface contaminatiom,
During recent years the water supply has intermittently been contominated
and, to counteract thia, the water was heavily chlorinatced which, although
effective, causcd much criticism by the consumers who objected to the taste
of the water. A scheme has now been aprroved for the water to be super-
chlorinated at the inlet to the reservoir with de-chlorinution at the out-let
which is expected to be in operation in the forthcoming year (1949).

Footnote; Such mousure of super-chleorination has boen in full operation
since April, 1949,






ANNUAL EEPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER (F HEATLTH TN

RESFECT OF THE 1

sAR, 1940, FOR 7TiB URBAN DISTRICT OF STEVILIACE,

IH THE COUNTY OF HERTFORD,

PART I OF THE ACT.

1. INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions az to health (including inspectionas made

by Sanitary Inspectors).
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PART VIII OF THE ACT,

QUTWORK.

(Sections 110 & 111,)

There are no outworkers in this District.
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Housing.

Routine house to house inspeciion was carried out at 73 houses and 9 houses
were inspected for complaints with regayd to repairs.

91 Council hoses werearected during the yesr, and none by private
enterprisc.

Overcrowding Act, 1936,

6 houses were found overcrowded, 4 of which have been cbated and the
other 2 arc under consideration.

Sanditory improvements wors undertaken in existing dwelling houses, wig:-
Premises re-=drained 12
Sanitary improvements including drainace 59
Other work for the abatement of nulsonces Bl

2 formmel notices were servoed and the resi of' the work was carrisd out
by persutsive methods,

Verminous Premises,

2 houscs were troated for vermin which were erndicated by epraying with
a liquid vermin mixture named "Zaldcside," while inspection of fuwrniture,
bedding eto, was carried ocut by the local asuthority,.

Inspection and Supervision of Food.Milk Supply (Speeisl Dusignations Order) 1936.

41 samples of milk wers teaken for bacteriological examination which gave the

following results;-—

Deseription No. of samplcs Passced Failed
Tuboroulin Tested 24 11 13
Accredited 1 3k -
Pasteurised 1k 1k -
Ingraded 2 - 2

Ice Cream.

At present there are no manufacturers of ice crezam in Stevenags.,

26 samples of ice ercam were taken for bacteriological examination from
retailers, restaurants etc, ond the following summary shows tho provisionol
grading:-

Wo., of samples Grade 1 Grade 2 Crode 3 Grada L
26 3 1z 2 a8

Meat and other Foods,

There are 4 licensed private slauphterhouses (including one knackers'
slaughterhouse) in the District which are kept up to a fuir standard, Only
occasional slaughterings licensed oy the Local Food Officer are carried out,
amenmting in all to 15 pigs of which the carcases of 12 wors inspoctod.

Foods surrendered as unfit for humen consumption in shops, stores cte.
have to be certified before replacements can bo made,.

Bakehouses, rcestaurant kitchens, preperation rooms, manufacturors of
preserved food and tradesmen's vans cte. arc inspectod with a view to koepirp
up & good standard of cleanliness.

Food Foisoning.

There were no outbreaks or notifications during the your,
=l



Sewape and Sewamc Disposal.

The Town is provided with a Toul sower Z4EY dismeter leading to hacterdial
treatment at the Sewape Disposal works and a 36" surface woter sewer discharging
into s water-coursc, both of which are satizlactory.

Refuse Collection and Ddsposal ol Salvafic.

House refuse collection, the disposal of same and the cleansing of the Towm
is supervised and carried oul by the Surveyor, The riefusc is disposed of by
sepi-controlled tipping.

v During the year L1 tons of materials merc salvaped witich realised £273.

Smoke Observations,

5 smoke obacrvetions were taken, L at a foctory ond 1 at & workshop. AL tha
foetory o nuisance intermittontly takes place causca by grit cnizsions. This
eventually will be romedied by the dnstalletion of a griv arvestor,

Potroleum (Consilidantion) Act, 1928,

14 premises are licensed for petrolsum, coarbide of colcium eto, and
the repulations are satisfictorily complied with.

Frevalence off and eontrol ever Infectiouns
and other discase.

Total netifientions of infectiouns disease were low, the figures for the
year being: whooping courh 3k, scarlet fever 9, measies Lk and crysipelns 1.
The scarlet fever cases werc mainly in the fourth guarter - partly conneated
with a residential childrens home, OF the 9 casces notificd 5 werc admitied to
isclation hospital, Whocping cough was mildly prevaicnt in the third guarter,

Diphtheria has been completely absent from the area for the fourth
sWcoessive yoar.

Diphtheria Prophylaxis. In addition fto its continued provision by the Jesrts
Oounty welfare and school health service such is now freely obtainable under tha
Hational Health Scrvice from private practitioners, Figures for children immunised
in each distriot during the year arve not immediately awmilable but thers has Feowk no
slackening off either in publicity given such measure or in the degree of its
acceptance by paronts,

Mow Cazes Notified.

Afe Periods Reapiratory HNon-respiratory

M. F. M. F.

0=1 - - - -

l - 5 - - - -

h= 15 = 1 - -

25 = 35 - 1 - 1

35 = L& ;= il = it

and over - 1 - -

Totals - 4 - Pl

Deaths from tuberculosis,

Ong female death, from respiratory type, was rocoreded for the yoar Ly shu
Registrar General,
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