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EIRTHS

Live Births

The table below shows the number of legitimate and illegitimate
live births in Swindon together with the comparable figures for 1960,

LIVE 1960 1961
SIRTHS Males Pamales Total | Yales | Females Total
|
Lagitimate 898 916 1814 | 1022 850 1912
Illegitimate 40 47 8T 49 33 82
TOTALS 938 963 1501 1071 l 923 1994

The number of illegitimete children born during the year showed a
decrease compared with 1960 and the illegitimacy rate (4.10%) is lower
than that of England and Wales as a whole {5.9%{.

The live birth rate dropped slightly from 22.40 to 21.80 live
birtha per 1000 population. The rate for England and Wales as a
whele is 17.4.

Y Live Birth Rate per 1,000 Population
sar
Swindon England & Wales
1951 15.6 15:5
1952 15.2 153
1953 16.6 Teh
1954 16.08 15.2
1955 16.12 15.0
1956 18,29 15.7
14957 19,95 16,1
1958 19,96 16,4
1959 21.29 16.5
1960 22.40 1T.1
1961 21.81 17.4

Still Births

The following table shows the number of legitimate aniillegitimate
gtill birthas in Swindon in 1961, with the comparable figures for 1960,

STILL 1960 1961

R ¥ale | PFemale | Total Male | Female | Total
Legitimate 17 | B il 17 28 45
Tllegitimate 2 g T 1 1 2

TOTALS 19 9 28 18 e 47
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118 samples of milk were submitted to the Fathological
Laboratory for bacteriological examination and details of these
samples will be found on page 56.

During the year 61 samples of milk were sent to the
Pathological Laboratory for biological examination for the presence
of tubercle bacilli, of which two were reported tuberculcsis positive.
It is interesting to note that these two samples were taken from two
producers supplying raw T.T. milk to a2 local dairy and the results show
that the use of the designation "Tuberculin Tested" is not a
guarantee that the milk is free from B. Tuberculosis.

The Veterinary Officer of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food was informed and, following an investigation at the
farm, eighty cows from the twoe farms were slaughtered under the
Tuberculosis (Slaughter of Reactors) Order, at the Swindon Public
Abattoir., Fost-mortem examinations revealed that one cow was
affected with generalized active tuberculosis and the entire carcase
and organs were condemned. Forty-eight of the other cows slaughtered
were found to be affected to some degree with localised tuberculosis.

Infection once introduced into a herd, spreads very rapidly,
and stresses the importance of frequent sampling of raw milks for the
detection of disease organisms.

CE-CREAM

13 samples of dce-cream were submitted for bacteriological
exemination and all were found to be of satisfactory bacteriological
quality, 7 of them being placed in Grade I and © in Grade II.

The 21 samples of ice-cream submitted to, the Public Analyst

for chemical esxamination were found to be satisfactory and all
complied with the appropriate prescribed standards.

25 new registrations were granted during the year authorising
the sale of pre-packed ice-cream.

MERCHANDISE MARKS ACTS.

279 visits were made to food shops and stalls in connection
with the enforcement of marking orders under the Merchandise Marks
hcts.

A uumher of infringements were noted but, in every instance,
nn drawing the sttention of the trader to the regquirements of the Orders,
the matter was attended to snd the proper marking displayed.

MEAT INSPECTION AND PUBLIC ABATTOIR

As & result of the coming into operatiom on January
1st, 1961, of the Hygiene and Prevention of Cruelty regulations, the
abattoir was closed for approximetely one month, to enable the
necessary modifications to be affected.

These works were completed and the mbattoir back inte full
operation on 30th January, 1961. Whilst the period of killing during
the year under review was reduced to eleven months, there was again
a considersble incresse in the number of animals slaughtered, the total
number being 59,947 compared with 33,507 in 1960. Over 583 tons of
meat was rejected as unfit for food.

A a result of this heavy increase in the slaughtering, it was
necessary for Mest Inspectors to be on duty at the abattoir for
exceptionally long hours; frequently from 7.0 in the morning until
7+0 in the evening and on many Saturdays from 6.0 a.ms or 7.0 a.m
until well into the afterncon. Killing was slso carried cut on
20 Sundays during the year.



b7

The extended killing hours placed a heavy burden on the Meat
Inspectors and invelved a considerable amount of duty cutside normal
office hours. Nevertheless it is pleasing to report that 100% meat
inspection was maintained throughout the year.

Reference to the tables and graph on pages 62 and 63 will reveal a
slight increase in the incidence of tuberculosis. Of the 5,237 cows
inspected, 2.21% were found to be affected with the disease, compared
with 1.5% in 1960, This can mdnly be attributed to an increase in the
number of cows which were slaughtered under the Diseases of Animals
Aot in econnection with the tuberculosis eradication scheme.

Of the carcases inspected, 52 were found to be mffected with
Cysticercosis, representing 0,4%5% of the cattle inspected. These
carcases, after condemnation of the affected parts, were submitted for
¢old storage treatment in accordance with the Ministry's recommendation.

hs there is no processing plant at the Swindon Abattoir, all
condemned meat is disposed of in accordance with the Regulations by a
processor whose premises are situsted ocutside the Borough.

With the increased kill the question of disposal of blood
became particularly acute because of the lack of demand for blood through
normal trade channels. The dumping and covering of blood in a specially
prepared pit on the Corporation Refuse Tip was not satisfactory. It was
not practicable to permit the blood to be discharged into the drainage
system of the abattoir because of the very limited dilution which would
OCCLE .

It was therefore arranged, through the Cleansing Officer and
the Borough Surveyor, for the bloocd te be collected daily by the Cleansing
Department and disposed of at the Corporation Sewage Works at Rodbourne.

HOUSING AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

A totel of 3,105 complainte or applications was received and
investigated during the year as a result of which 1,769 primary
inspections and 1,725 revisits were made to dwelling houses.

Repairs were carried out at 481 houses as & result of informal
action under the provisions of the Public Health act and two Statutory
notices in respect of two dwelling houses were served under Sections
92/93 of the Public Health Act, one of which was complied with by the
owner. The repairs required to comply with the second Statutory notice
were carried out by the Council by sgreement with the owner under the
provisions of Section 275 of the Public Health Act, 1936 in the sum
of £145. 16. 6d. which is recoverable by the Local Authority and was
made a charge on the property.

One Statutory notice requiring the conversion of a closet to
a water closet was served under Section 47 of the Public Health Act, 1936.
This notice was complied with by the owner and a payment of £4. 17. 13d.,
representing one half of the cost of the conversion was made to the cwner.

One application under Section 47 (4) of the Public Health Act,
1936 was received from the owner of a dwelling house for part payment of
the expenses invelved in providing a flushing cistern to a closet at the
house in which she lived. A payment of £12. 8. 6d. was made in respect
of this conversion.

Progress in the Slum Clearance programme continued satisfactorily
during the year and one Clearance Order, relating to two houses and one
Compulsory Furchase Order relating to eight houses outstanding from 1960,
was confirmed by the Minister without modification. '
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