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H
BOROUGH OF SWINDON

ANNUAL REPORT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
For the Year 1947.

Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Civic OFFICES,
SWINDON.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Swindon.

MRr. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the year
1947 which has been prepared on the lines suggested by the Ministry
of Health Circular No. 170 /47.

Consequently the Report is less full than in pre-war years but
the general health statistics of the town are fully recorded, whilst
comment has been reduced to a minimum.

Certain alterations occurred in the Health Department during
the year. Dr. Thomas Ross took up his duties in April, 1947,
otherwise no change occurred in the medical staff of the Depart-
ment. On the clerical side, Mr. S. M. Dee resigned, while Mr. J. W.
Day was appointed as Chief Clerk.

Notes on Vital Statistics.

The birth rate and general death rate for the Borough are at
about the levels obtaining nationally, and whilst the Infant
Mortality Rate of 22.03 per thousand live birthsattained in 1946 was
not fully maintained, the figure of 25.62 for the year is still a most
satisfactory one, having regard to the national rate of 41.

One maternal death occurred due to hyperemesis gravidarum
producing a Maternal Mortality Rate of .68, compared with 1.17 for
England and Wales. .

The really notable statistic for 1947 relates to the still-birth rate
which was 13 per thousand births, which is about half the average
of recent years.

The illegitimate birth rate again declined from 8.02%, in 1946
to 5.54%, of total births in 1947,

80 illegitimate births occurred during the year as against 102 in
1946, and 197 in 1945. The Social Worker was successful in securing
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a home for the child in 37 instances either hy means of a(lnptinn,
reconciliation of the parents of the mother, subsequent marriage of
the women, securing domestic posts for mother with baby or arrang-
ing fostering whilst the mother maintained the child by working.

Death Rate.

The death rate remained at about the national level and no
significant changes are to be noted in causes of death as compared
with last year. Four deaths from road traffic accidents occurred in
1947 compared with nine such deaths in 1946.

Infectious Diseases.

Diphtheria —2 cases were notified but no death.

Scarlet Fever  —No significant change in the incidence of
scarlet fever during the year, 6i4 cases being
notified, but no deaths,

Puerperal —There was a substantial drop in the number

Pyrexia of notifications of puerperal pyrexia, 15 of
which were notified in 1947 as compared
with 30 in 1946. 2 only required to be
admitted to Hospital. No deaths.

Whooping —66 cases were notified, 3 of which were
Cough admitted to Hospital, with 2 deaths.
Pneumonia —57 cases were notified; 3 admitted to

Hospital, with 27 deaths, which 1s about
twice the case mortality of 1946, when there
were 110 notified cases with 27 deaths.
Polio-myelitis & —1 case of polio-encephalitis was notified and 7
polio-enceph-  cases of polio-myelitis with no deaths. This
alitis represents an incidence of 12 per 100,000
living which contrasts with 18 per 100,000
for England and Wales during 1947.
Examination of the tables also reveals that
of the 8 cases notified, six were in the age
group 15-4.
This is an experience shared with the
country as a whole, bringing into promin-
ence of the inaptness of the popular termin-
ology of this disease, infantile paralysis.
The total number of notified infectious diseases was 593 of
which 39 were admitted to hospital. The total number of deaths
was 29; 27 being attributable to pneumonia and two to whooping
cough.
gTUBER::ULD!-;IS.—There was again a decline in the number of
tuberculosis cases notified during the year, but this was associated
with an increase in the general death rate from all forms of tuber-
culosis from .38 in 1946 to .48 per thousand in 1947. There is no
change to report regarding sanatorium accommodation.



: v
Water Supply.
There is no material change to report in the Water Supply for
the area.
38 examinations of the water supply have been carried out
during the year and bacteriological examinations of the water have
been satisfactory during this year.

I take this opportunity of thanking all members of my staff for
their willing co-operation during the year and in particular to Dr.
J. P. Kelly who has been responsible for the compilation of the
Annual Report of the School Medical Officer.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,
THOMAS ROSS,
Medical Officer of Healih.
Civic OFFICES,
SWINDON.



VITAL STATISTICS

Area of Borough .. C: 6062 acres
No. of Inhabited Houses e 10206
Rateable Value ...  £462,389
Sum represented by 1d. Rate £2,024
Registrar General's estimate of Pupulr.i,tmn for 1947 . 66,660
Census, 1931 62,401
BIRTHS AND DEATHS
| ' | |
Year 1938 | 1941 | 1942 ‘ 1943 1944 1945 | 1946 ! 1947
Live Births % B48 | 1107 | 1174 | 1187 1409 1159 1271 1444
Rate per 1 U'D[ipup 14.04| 15.7561 17.03 117.66 21.02 17.68 | 19.21 | 21.69
I
[llegitimate live births 39 82: 55 85 106 147 | 102 80
Rate per 1,000 pop. 0.66| 0, 31: 0.80, 1.26 1.58 224 1.54] 1.20
Rate per 100 total ! :
live births 4.59| 5.6 | 468 7.16 7.52 12.48 B.02| 5.54
Births in Matm‘mt}' | | | | ;
Home 581 | 636 | 563 _ 439 666 488 | 704 736
Deaths— ... 773 803! 765 739 729 741 | 728 i B18
Rate per 1,000 pop.  12. 5-=:| 11.43; 11.09 10.93 10.87 11.31 11.01 12.29
| |
Maternal Deaths: I
{1) From puerperal : | t
sepsis ... —_— — = 1 2 — | — —
{2) From other puer [' _ f
peral causes ... 1 1 | 3 2 3 — | 2 1
Death from— : - '
Cancer 125 120, 114 110 121 125 128 120
Measles ... SEE il N e R S | e
Whooping C-:mgh — - ] | 1 I — — 2
Diarrhoea (Children |
under 2 years) 1 4 1 | 5 3 - | 1| 2
|
Infant Deaths— I |
Under 1 year ... 35 64 44 60 49 38| 28 37
Withing 10 days , |
of birth 25 26 23 | 28 24 19 | 19 i
Stillbirths ... 31 27 36 23 48 33 | 36 19
Infant Mortality rate | |
per 1,000 legiti- : ! |
mate live births  88.42| 55.75| 37.48| 50.56 34.78 32.79| 22.08| 25.62
Illegitimate Death ! '
rate per 1,000 il | i
legitimate live ;
births 25.00112.90( 90.90| 94.12 7047 27.21| 19.60| 37.50
!




STATISTICAL COMPARISONS for the Year 1947,

e AT
| BEY| g3 2
. = 2 ag | = F:E = e
G| ZE | aR8l s "S L GE
© =i gﬁ;—n‘ﬂ eF LS8 =88
o o = g2 =2
f ‘g S o keEgstarE ]l el
. & .| & | 322 358z 28§
| 8 2eg| BEs=| 3
| g - =
Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population
Births : -
] R G O sy e 20.5* 23.2 22.2 23T
i 0.29 0.50% 0.62 0.54 0. 19
IMeaths : ! ;
All causes ........ e 1229 12.0¢ | 13.0 11.9 12.8
Whooping C:::ugh .03 .02 | 003 0.02 0.02
Diphtheria... P e 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
Infloenza .......ccccciiieen 15 0.09 0.09 0.03 0.08
L | e e — 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.01
Rates per 1,000 live births :
Deaths under 1 year of age | 2562 41% | 47 | 38 i a7
Deaths from Diarthoea | - !
and Enteritis, under .
2 yearsof age ......| L1.38 5.8 | 88 |- AT 4.8
Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population
Motifications ; |
Typhoid Fever ...............| — 01 .01 00 01
Paratyphoid Fever .....| — 01 01 01 01
Cerebro Spinal Fever ...| .03 05 06 .05 05
Scarlet Fever .........| 105 1.37 1.54 1.37 1.31
Whooping Cough ... .99 | 2.22 2.41 2.02 2.80
Diphtheria.................covf Jd4 | 13 15 14 14
ErvSIDElass: ... cmnae s 23 | 19 .21 18 22
Smallpox ...zl =— | 0.00 0.00 0.01 | 000
Meaaber: o 5.32 9.41 9.13 9.58 5.29
Pneumonia ................... .86 79 .89 .68 .64

Rates per 1,000 Total Births {Lwe a.m:l Still)

Notifications ; | |

Puerperal Fever and

] 2T b - ORSSRPRPRRS (RS [ | 54 7.16 8.89 | 6.27 6.94
Maternal Mortality : .

Puerperal Infection ........| — 0.18
Abortion with Sepsis ..., — 0.10
Abortion without Sepms s 0.06
Ehers o o .68 0.85
Bemalon ooy o R ! .68 1.17 .

*Rate per 1,000 total population { Rate per 1,000 related births
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 19%47.

(Registrar-General’s Official Returns).

CAUSES | Males l-“ema.tesi Total

Typhoid and Paratyphoid fever
Cerebro-spinal fever
Scarlet Fever

i (118

| =i ==
Whooping Cough : ! e 2
Dlph‘tﬁerm % sl e
Tuberculosis of Reapuatur} 8y 4tEm | 17 g ‘ 26
Other forms of tuberculosis | — [ (i
Syphilitic diseases | 2 —_— 2
Influenza 5 5 10
Measles = o
Acute polio-myelitis and polioencephalitis [ — —_— | -
Acute infantile encephalitis | — —_— _—
Cancer of Buccal cavity, Oesophagus and Uterus , 2 6 8
.. of stomach and duodenum - 1 5 20
,» 0Of breast .. | — 14 14
., of all other sites 40 38 T8
Diabetes 26 AL 6 11
Intracranial \rascula.:r Iesmns [ 40 45 86
Heart disease | 141 139 280
Other diseases of clrculntnr}r system - I 13 11 24
Bronchitis i 27 | 24 15 39
Pneumonia | 11 16 27
Other respiratory diseases 6 + 10
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum 1 6 3 9
Diarrhoea under two years | 1 1 2
Appendicitis _ = 4 4
Other digestive diseases [ o i Sy 12
Nephritis ; | 14 10 24
Puerperal and pustvaburtlun Sepsis : -— | 1 1
Other maternal causes - —
Premature birth 2 | B 10
Congenital malformation, birth injury, infantile i
disease . | ] | 4 12
Suicide - 1 4
Road traffic accidents - | 1 1
Other wviolent causes T 2 9
All other causes 3 | 49 a9 HE
ToTALS ... ol 415 403 Bl8
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Tuberculosis.
The following table shows a comparison of statistics 1n con-
nection with Tuberculosis for the years 1943 to 1947 :—

1943 1944 1945 L9486 1947

Number of cases notified ... ... .. 094 84 100 97 04
Respiratory Tuberculosis . 75 72 80 17 77
Deaths from Respiratory Tube reulosis 23 24 22 20 26
Deaths from Tubercular Meningitis .. 2 1 4 1 —
Total Deaths 26 32 30 25 32
General death rate from all forms of

Tuberculosis - .38 .48 .46 .38 48
Death rate for Ruhpir&tﬂr) Tuberculo-

gis ... . nay =S el 34 34 34 30 40
Diphtheria.

There were no cases of confirmed Diphtheria in the Borough
during the year 1947.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

The table set out on pages 13 and 14 shows the number of
immunisations carried out in 1947, and the immunity among
children.

The attendances at the immunisation clinic for the year were
as follows :—

Total number of attendances ... ... ... ... 2099

Total number of children completely immunised 599
() under 5 years of age A e i
(b) over b yearsof age ... ... ... . . 47

Total number of Schick tests performed 415
e B | )
Hoekms: Stk il Bt g § Pl ay SR " ol 2
Reonlts Nob BEOWH =: . o rae i v 2 106

Treatment of Scabies.

There was a considerable drop in the number of casesrequiring
treatment during 1947 as compared with 1946 when the number of
cases was 785 and the number of attendances 999. The figures in
respect of 1947 are as follows :—

No of No. of
cases  attendances

I o, fish 69
Women e it ()
Children—Under 5 years of age S 37

Of School age ... ... ... 89 07

F Iy n LA o e [ L R R T . 283
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Ambulance and Transport Service.
A new Austin Ambulance was purchased during the year and
came into commission in October, and the strength of the service at
the end of the year was four ambulances and two sitting-case cars.
All of these vehicles are stationed at the Isolation Hospital and a
twenty-four hour service was maintained.

The work carried out by the Ambulance Service included : —
1.—Transport of infectious disease cases.
2.—Transport of accident cases.
3.— Transport of persons to and from hospitals.
4.-—Transport of bedding and clothing for fumigation and
laundering.

The work carried out by the sitting case cars and the converted
Ford Ambulance included :—
|.—Transport of food to and children te and from Day
Nurseries.
2.—Transport of vitamins to the selling depots in the Borough
and the surrounding district.
3.—Transport of personnel to and from the cooking depot.
4.—Transport of mothers to Bradford-on-Avon and to the
Swindon Maternity Hospital.
H.—Transport of patients to and from hospitals and out-
patients department.
6.— Transport of midwives.
7.— Transport of patients to and from Chelworth House.
A total mileage of 48,980 was covered by all the vehicles during

the year, and the following table indicates the allocation of this
mileage over the various services :—

British Restairants ... . S e s e e 1N
e e T A N s T s 5,164
Food Office ... ... o N e R S 3,083
(General Amhuhnce dutw»:. 9,581
Conveyance of Midwives ... -0 .0 oo L 5,600

fi Doctors ... JRit] 76

3 patients to Bradford-on-Avon L, TANRReh

> orthopaedic cases ... ... ... .. 520
Convalescent Home ... ... .. e cii ceee aene 3,531
Maternityr Hhespital . . oo, cany mar ben e e DAL
Isolation Hospital 3,980
Accidents ... ... o e LS PR 825
Hospitals outside the Humugh L2, Toin RN Y g 40]
Bedding for fumigation and laundering 1,241
Service maintenance S N 1,545
Rechargeable to private mdlvldua,la etes. SEMIT  948)

CHEE Joaiiieys: ..t Sl e R e
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Bacteriological Examination.
The number of specimens examined during the year by the
Medical Laboratory Service was as follows :—

Swindon and North Wilts Victoria Hospital ... ... 2,148
St Mareaveb s Hospithl G0 08T LT L S Ui 440
W.R. Medical Pand'society ... .. v La s 807
Isolation Hospital ... 139
Swindon Maternity H-::n:.pltal 191
Public Health Department ... ... o oo o 345
Wfilitamerifinbst tadiendl Vol 5 wi sl 630
Private Practitioners 215
Basteatt BINCHEDIC ' 05 AN e 165

Analysis of Water and Sewage.

Bacteriological analysis has been carried out at the Medical
Laboratory, whilst Chemical analysis has been performed by the
Public Analyst for the Borough.

Insulin,

The facilities for providing insulin free or at a reduced rate
continued during 1947, and four cases were assisted under the
scheme.

Examinations of Staff.
The following Medical Examinations were undertaken by the
medical officers during 1947 :—

Appoilitees tosbabls .o i Lo G il
Sundry teachers ... ... AR
Sundry persons for quperannuatmn lmrpnqes. Shh R 7 |
Special medical examinations ... ... .. .0 e . B

Chelworth House Convalescent Home. :

In my Report for the year 1946 I gave statistics in respect of the
period 1st April, 1946, to 31st March 1947, and therefore I am show-
ing below the figures for the period lst April, 1947 to 31st March,
1948. Although the number of Swindon cases has fallen slightly
from 107 to 95, the number of cases admitted from districts outside
the Borough, and mainly from Oxford, has risen sharply from 14 to
60. The patient days show an increase for the non-Swindon cases,
but a slight d=crease in respect of Swindon cases.

The following is a review of the cases admitted to Chelworth

House during the period 1st April, 1947, to 31st March, 1948 :—
Un- Mothers
Adults School- accomp. with Totals
children child'n babies
M. F. M. F. under 5

Swindon cases 5t e 24 24 26 16 5 a5
Other Authorities' cascs o B 16 12 B 11 11 (HI]
Patient Days, Swindon ... 116 458 580 389 334 197 2074

Patient Days, Others ... ... 114 377 203 164 630 331 1819
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Once again [ would like to express my thanks to the Swindon
District Nursing Association who have given us assistance over
occasional maternity cases which had to be treated at home and
where it was not desirable for a midwife to attend because of the
danger of infection.

Statistics relating to the Maternity Hospital for the year 1947.

Number of cases in the Hospital at the 1st January ... 23
Borough of Swindon cases ... ... .. .. ... 17
Wilts County cases 6
Babidg J. 0008 22
Number of Maternity cases admltted dunng the year 772
Mepriediwsmens o sies s TS s T
SINEC WORNeHe. E e e e ) 19
Booked CAEER. o obed sl onTibimet o ci s Lkl 11604
Mon-beploed pases.. oo i bl T gl AER
Borough of Swindon cases ... ... .. .. .. 594
Wilts County cases T T NS P A )
Berks County cases 9

Number of expectant mothers admzttﬂd fc}r hnsfnt&l
treatment (this figure is included in the total

number of cases admitted) .. .. .. .. 73

Borough of Swindon cases ... ... .. .. .. 52

Wilts County cases 20

Berks County cases x: 1
Number of cases in the [‘[(let'ﬂ at tiu: 3lst Dewmber 20

Borough of Swindon cases « ... r.u wis e acs 12

Wilts County cases 8

BabiEs 1l it e 1 b iy R et 16
Number of babies born in the I Iﬂﬁpitdl durmg the year 736

Cases delivered by midwives Gan iRt ol v

Cases delivered by Doctors ... ... .. .. .. 103

Sets of twins ... 12

(Male, T; lomale 4 T'I-h]c [{"I’ﬂ'ﬂ{" I}

Number of cases admitted after delivery ... ... .. 16
Number of cases in which medical assistance was 50[][._,]1’:

by nudwaves oo G e s s s e s 240
Number of infants \ahnlh; breast- fﬂd on ]{ﬂnng th(

Hospital e | vl fien SN L e ] 638

Number of infants who :lt any tlme receiv {:{l 5-11pp]-:,—
mentary or complementary feeds while in the
FEOSPIESL s el oo B it s MEET i, iy Y3
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Number of Stillbirths

Causes: Prematurity (twins) 2
L Maternal Nephntls 1
Toxaemia (premature) ... 5
" with A.P.H. .. 2
Placenta Praevia 2
Prolapsed Cord 1
Monsters ... 4
Other causes 2
Number of infant deaths in the Hospital ..
Causes : Prematurity 4
Premature twins : 2
Cerebral Haemorrhage ... 2
Broncho-pneumonia {cnnfrrmed i:n..r P.M. ) 1
Number of Maternal Deaths
Number of cases of Pyrexia and Notifiable Pyrexia ....
. Notifiable Para 1 4
Para 2 3
Para b 2
Not notifiable Paral 10
Para 2 6
Para 3 2

Number of Deliveries in which interference was necessary—

Surgical Induction

Medical Induction ...

Forceps

Manual renmva] of Placenta

Blood and Serum Transfusions

Caesarian Section : Lower Segment
Classical

Difficult manual delivery

Prolapsed cord

Episiotomy :

Internal Podalic 1lrlersr::m

P.P.H. (over 20 ozs.)

(N.B.—In a few cases interference may f:t.ll under more
than one heading)

19
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Number of Emergencies with causes :—

Of the 163 cases admitted to the Maternity Hospital and not
booked in the normal manner, the following table indicates those
admitted for medical and surgical reasons ;:—

Number of Cases Parity
Cause— B jo /S Wilts Total 12345678810111213

1R Lo L i 4 T 4 21
Breech Delivery I 1 2 2
Eclampsia o 0 o 4 1
Hyperemesis | 1 2 11
Operations—

Caes. Section 2 1 3 1 Lo

Episiotomy ] 1 1 1

Forceps, Low 7 1 8 S

M o e 1 4 3 1

Manual removal of plac. 2 0 2 11

Medical Induction 1 ] | 1

Sterilization 1 0 1 1

Surgical Induction 17 12 29 156412 1
H.EH ] 3 12 4241 |
ot ; ; 1 0 | 1
Post Maturity l ] 1 |
Pyelitis R | 2 2
Physical Condition not

related to pregnancy 4 | b 12 11
Toxaemia o i l B A |

Maternity Hospital.

Selection of cases for admission to the Maternity Hospital was
again necessary on account of the inadequate number of beds
available. The same criteria applied, namely, that all cases were
admitted where medical need arose, the remaining beds being
allocated to women seeking admission with reference to their social
circumstances. In many instances where it was not found possible
to admit a woman to hospital, Home Helps were provided during
the lying-in period.

It was found necessary to transfer 41 women to the Emergency
Maternity Home at Bradford-on-Avon, compared with 35 transfers
in 1946,

Training in Gas and Air Analgesia.

Training of pupils and midwives by the Consultant Anaesthetist
proceeded during 1947, with the result that 9 passed their qualify-
ing examination to secure approval of the Central Midwives’ Board
of their fitness to administer gas and air analgesia.

Maternity Hospital Annexe.

The Annexe to the Maternity Hospital at 83 Bath Road continued
to function throughout the year but it did not prove possible to
increase by any means the beds available for maternity ‘cases.
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Domiciliary Midwifery.

The Domiciliary Midwifery service was strengthened during the
year by the additional appointment of Sister ]. Johnson, the
number thus operating from the Maternity Hospital being raised to
three, with four Domiciliary Midwives operating from their own
homes.

Maternal Deaths.

One maternal death occurred attributed to Hyperemesis
gravidarum. This woman was under the care of her own doctor and
was seen by the Borough's Consultant Obstetrician so that it would
appear that all necessary facilities for the treatment of this woman
were available.

Infant Mortality Rate.

The Infant Mortality rate for Swindon for 1947 was at the
relatively low figure of 25.62 per thousand total live births and while
this is a recession from the figure of 22.03 for 19486, is still gratifyingly
low. The total number of infant deaths was 37, 16 of which occurred
within the first seven days of birth.

The figure of 25.62 assumes greater significance if due regard is
had to the accompanying still-birth rate of 13 per 1,000 total births,
live and still, which represents just under half the rate obtaining in
1946. With such a low still-birth rate there would have been a
reasonable expectation that the neo-natal death rate would have
been substantially increased, but on the contrary there was a
decrease in the neo-natal death rate and the overall death rate for
viable foetuses was about 779, of that obtaining in 1946.

It is very tempting to conclude that the vastly improved still-
birth rate 1s not unrelated to the improvement in our maternity
services effected by the appointment of a Consultant Obstetrician in
March, 1947, together with our re-organisation of the Maternity
Hospital and ante-natal services introduced at the same time.

Social Welfare Work.

During 1947 the Social Welfare Worker, Miss A. J. Orr, made
225 primary visits, a similar number of follow-up wvisits and 250
further visits in connection with her work.

. 40 of the primary visits were in connection with marital mal-
adjustments and of the 25 instances in which it was suggested that
approach should be made to the Probation Officer, only 6 carried
out the suggestion, but in some of the other casesthe cause of the mal-
adjustment was eliminated by re-housing. The large majority of the
other primary visits were in connection with the un-married mother
and chuld. ;

During the course of the year, the Social Welfare worker
attended quarterly meetings of the Moral Welfare Association and
meetings of the Council of Social Service and the Public Assistance
Committee. She also attended the Moral Welfare Association Con-
ference in Bristol and the Conference of the National Council for the
Unmarried Mother and her Child in London.
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Home Help Service.
The Home Help Service continued to function during the year
and 45 mothers availed themselves of the service during this period.

Nursing Homes.

There are two Nursing Homes registered in the Borough of
Swindon and one of these Homes provides 10 beds which can be
used for either maternity or surgical and medical purposes.

Ante-Natal and Posi Natal Clinics.

Five Ante-natal and two Post-natal Clinics are provided. 714
women attended the Ante-natal clinics and 233 women the Post-
natal clinics during the year.

Health Visiting.

The Establishment of the Health Visiting Staff remained
unchanged during the year with one Senior Health Visitor and six
Health Visitors, all of whom are also engaged as School Nurses,
The following table gives the visits carried out by the Staff during
1947 —

First visits to mothers and children 1,799
Revisits Eip Al SR 4 420
Visits to children aged 1 year to 5 years R R -
Visits to expectant mothers ... 415
Infant death and still birth enqumeg 35
Infections diseases visits ... ... .0 Gl 607
Visits to cases of tubereulosis ... .0 L0 Ll 134
Child Life Protection visits ... ... ... .. .. 157
Ophthalmia Neonatorum cases 8

Fotal Aistheo (R Iy 2 e L TR TR W)

Treatment Centres and Clinies —
There are five Infant Welfare Centres provided in the Borough
of Swindon, as follows :—
61, Eastcott Hill, Swindon veee ... Monday 2—4.30 p.m,
Wednesday 2—4.30 p.m.*
Friday 2—4.30 p.m.*

Pinehurst Clinic, Beech Avenue ... ..Tuesday 2—4.30p.m.*
Trinity Methodist Schoolroom, :
Cricklade Road ... ... ... ...Wednesday 2—4.30 p.m.*
Methodist Schoolroom, Romsey Street.
Rodbourne ... . . wwe w.Thursday 2—4.30 p.m.**
Moredon Community Centre .. ..Thursday ~ 2—4.30 p.m.**

* Doctor in attendance
** Doctor in attendance alternate weeks.
These sessions are available for consultations and advice for
mothers, and for children up to the age of 5 years.
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Services of Children’s Specialist.

Dr. Beryl Comner continued to hold sessions at fortnightly
intervals during the year and children were referred to her clinic by
the assistant medical officers and from general practitioners.

No. of cinies held ... ... 18
No. of children seen by 5pec1al:5t 58
Sehnehchildren "0 s senfiaelenl by 3B
M. & C.W. cases e e 1)
No. of consultations and attendances ... ... .. 123
Schoolchildren abes R omshibediras ) g e paclion
L gl i e T S R S P A
Dental Scheme, Maternity and Child Welfare.
Number of Infant Welfare cases referred ... ... 166
Number of Maternity cases referred ... ... ... 105
— 271
Number of attendances ... . 794
Number of l’1l]1ngs—Tern]:n:-rarg,rr Poath 6
Permanent Teeth 52
- - o8
Number of Extractions—Temporary Teeth .. 81
Permanent Teeth ... 226
— 307
Administration of general anaesthetics ... ... 92
Administration of local anaesthetics ... ... ... 42
Number of scalings 36
Number of Dentures supphed 20
Number of repairs to dentures ... 4
Number of other operations—To temporary teeth 324
To permanent teeth 22
— 348

Orthopaedic Treatment.

Children under school age attend the Orthopaedic Clinic held at
the Isolation Hospital and the following are the particulars relating
to this service:—

Number of cases seen by the Orthopaedic Sugeon ... ... 42
Number of consultations and attendances ... ... ... ... 76
Number of attendances at the Sister's Clinic ... ... .. 410
Number of cases seen by the 'ljl‘thnpi'li_’dil‘. Observation
Clinic b e = , : i oay WY
Number of cases 'll'{'_'-:ltt"'tl in Hm]nt‘ll {I" ith and ‘.‘.ua—;n.
Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital) i g, e e areh

Number of consultations and attendances at the {)b&.en a-
tion Clinic et S e it nald il tredal ot
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Ophthalmic Treatment.

The following children under the age of 5 years were referred to

Mr. O. B. Pratt, the ophthalmic specialist :—

N Der Of CASES BEBH. ... .o or e criiin ey e 665
Errors of refraction L e e e e gl |
Cther defects .. . o consdhipielocd . B2

Number of consaltations  ....: ... .o s e o 162

Number of attendances at clinic .... ... .. ... .. .. 213

Number of cases for whom spectacles were prescribed ... 24

Number of cases for whom spectacles were obtained
tliouph the seherme @oega Wai 0L NG 0 Snifs 2

Child Life Protection.
Number of Foster Mothers on the register at the end of the

FEAL .o i
Number of Foster Children under the supervision of the

Eocal Anthenty vieieaivn | vantailsr bed dn saiman. | Vg
Number of Foster Mothers who were guaranteed payvment

by the Welfare Authority at the end of the year ... ... 2

These boarded-out children are subject to constant supervision
by the Child Life Protection Officers, and 145 supervisory visits
were paid during the year 1947.

The Foster Mother scheme adopted by the Health Committee
guarantees a weekly sum of 17s. 6d. for the care of the children and
the mother is asked to contribute according to her means.

Domestic Help Service.

The Domestic Helps provided by the local authority continued
to give service during the year in cases of sickness and infirmity.
Three domestic helps were retained in 1947,

Adoption of Children.

25 children were under supervision at the end of the year and
the Social Worker made adoption arrangements in respect of a
similar number of children.

Day Nurseries.

I have again to report that the demand for accommodation in
the Day Nurseries exceeds that which we are able to provide, and
there appears to be little prospect of increasing the available accom-
maodation in the near future.
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Broad Street Day Nursery was closed for some three weeks
during February, 1947, following a fire in the linen store. Fortun-
ately the damage was not extensive.

No. of Chil-
dren on reg- Total number
ister at the of attendances.
end of the Six months
year. Jan.- June July-Dec.
Broad Street 0—2 8 793 919
2—b 34 2239 3346
Pinehurst 0—2 9 1169 930
2—5 29 2313 2494

The following indicates the health of the children in the Nurseries
during the year :—

Broad Street .. Scarlet Fever
Tonsillitis ...
Influenza :
Bronchitis ...

Chicken pox
Pinehurst .... ... ... ... Measles |
Bronchitis ...

Chicken pox

RO A0 Pt b= L



28

Table Showing the Approximate Number of Children in the Borough under
Five Years of Age in the Years, 1943-7.

(This Table has been corrected for infant deaths in the first year, but not for
subsequent years.)

Infants
born in Children under 5 in the Borough in years :—
years.
| 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947
1939 813
1940 807 207
Wwal | 1048 1043 1043
1942 1130 | 1130 1130 1130
1943 i 1187 ; 1127 1127 | 1127 1127
| s |
' | 5070
104g | 1409 | 1360 1360 | 1360
5606 |
1045 1 mse | ua | n:
HELD |
14946 1271 1243
L 600D
1947 | 1444
i G205




o00t X 43 4£q paupeyqo sead 1Eay jo pU2 0} ¥IIM 900 o pUS WOl porsad mr SV J0f 3301 IEIP JORJU]
- H=

V00T X B9 4q PIUIRIqo ‘qiIig §o Y9 0 igpim 10 q1I7q 1 ‘AI0fq UaIp[iyd A[qela o LI[eI0N

T8 BEEE 1= 1% 91 2OME _ Le LOFI 6T | PFPL | LTI
28 803 6 _ e &1 $0°2E [ 0BT 98 | ILZL | 96T
5261 _ LEOF $F _ &F g1 6128 88 ZHIT £5 | GUTL | oML
L _ BLAF 9z 14} £3 BLFE (13 LEFT 8F | 6OFT | FROT
1§14 _ BF OF _ e | ar 9z g80E (o0 (1§41 gz | err | ever
7861 ” 85°0F . re 9% 0z AFLE ¥ o171 | 8% | BLIT | BRST
900F m (T oF oF 8l gLge ¥ FELI L% | LOIT | TFGL
n e'se _ £6°H) 82 _ 19 75 719 1o T g | 826 | oFsL
8081 _ 88'6Y &L . e : £7 oH8L g L8 | 65 | §¥8 | 6861
(R T . 88°L0 e ¥ _ 61 98 b tF | 618 | 88 | 1er | egsI
pwu_._n _ (9 | qg=le)—le) vg=(g) a_ﬂﬂa_ (w) (¥ | ® =)0 (&) | (0
131 JO P2 0] HIaM [iIq Jo oM T | Iead ap| jo _ : SAIE LIDG ﬁ SAT]E 1I0g SNYF0J I[QEIA |
At Jo PUs OS] w10 330JAq | IE[ 0 pus puw [ aam VEATF U AL SARp L SWNEJUl 10 | SImEpal jo o) FUIpuUa)Xa
potzad uy syweym TaIPID S[AEIA | N34 15T Naamlaq | 10 g FRGET | I3pun SYIEIP SYET LI[EIION Ieak sworydadciion  [SIANT SYIANg | Jeag
107 9183 AN[EIION | 10 1B AEII0N [SYMRIU Ul SIeN] | PP oM SR L] _ JuEgy Iapun sqjes LR | s _ aAT]

*SHILITVIHOW LNVANI 40 HTHVL

'NOANIMS 40 HONOHOH



30

BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

INFANT MORTALITY.

1947. Nett deaths from staled causes al various ages wnder

One Year of Age.

COMPILED FrROM THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATIONS.

CavuseE oF DEATH.

1—2 weeks
2—38 weeks
3—4 weelks

Under 1 week
Total under

1 month,

1—3 months

3—6 months

——

6—9 months

8—12 months

Total Deaths
under 1 year

All Caunses—
Certified
Uncertified

o
=
=]
=
=
[
=]

o

=]

L)

[ =]

(]
o

Measles o iy
Whooping Cough
Diphtheria
Influenza

Tuberculosis of nervous |

system

Tubercuhslé of Intestmea

and Peritoneum. ..

Tuberculous Meningitis

Syphilis
Meningitis
Convulsions
Bronchitis ..
Prneumonia

Other Respwa.tﬂr:-,r Diseases

Inflammation of the
Stomach

Dlmhoeaandhnterltls 1 1

Hernia, Intestinal
Obstructmn

Congenital Mal formations | 1| ! i 1

Congenital Debility and

Sclerema
Icterus e
Premature Birth
Injury at Birth
Disease of Umbilicus
Atelectasis |
Suffmatmn——m bﬁi
Other causes :—

t‘\:rl—'l—l'l—l:

ToTaLs

1] 21 1 1] 20

38
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL

The Isolation Hospital year runs from st April, 1947, to 31st
March, 1948, The number of new admissions during this year was
69 against 216 and 186 in the two previous years. On lst April, 1947,
there were 18 patients remaining in the hospital so that altogether
87 cases were under treatment during the year. Of these, 79 cases
were discharged cured, 2 were transferred to other hospitals and 6
remained in hospital at the end of the year, 31st March, 1948.

The 69 cases admitted during the year were chargeable to the
following local authorities : —

Public Health Acts—
Ewindan Bopoaigh! | . fraiie il oebiln ot seod ] ik 46

Highworth R.D.C. I 0

Cricklade and Wootten Bassett R ]J L 3

Calne and Chippenham R.D.C. 1

Chippenham Borough o 1

Devizes R.D.C. 2

Devizes Borough 1

Maternity and Child Welfare (Puerperal Pyrexia)—

Swindon Borough — 3 mothers 5

2 babies ¢

Wilts County Council— 1 mother 1
_'_b&bies rmEm ream sees

The 69 cases arranged according to the final diagnosis are ;—

Acute Laryngitis .. 1 Ophthalmia Nenoatorum 4

Acute Anterior Pﬂlmm}rehtm 2 Penicillin Dermatitis 1

Broncho pneumonia 1 Puerperal Pyrexia 2

Drug Dermatitis 1 Puerperal S«epms 2

Erysipelagitiny S s e Weges oo g Rubella ... . 1

Erythema Nodosum | 447 Scarlet Fever 30

Infective Mononucleosis ... 1 Tonsillitis 11

Impetigo contagiosa 1 Tubercular Memngttm 1

Mumps 1 Mothers with babies 3

Non Virulent Dlphtherla. carrier 1 Babies with mothers 2

The two cases transferred to other hospitals were :—

One case of Tubercular meningitis was transferred to
Bristol Children’s Hospital and has subsequently died.

One case of Puerperal Pyrexia was transferred to St.
Margaret’s Hospital, Stratton,
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health and Welfare Commattee.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of submitting the Annual Report of the work
carried out under the supervision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector
during the year 1947.

For the second year in succession, the Department was under-
staffed owing to the shortage of fully-qualified Sanitary Inspectors
and local housing difficulties, as candidates are reluctant to accept
appointments unless housing accommodation is provided. Con-
sequently there is some reduction in the number of routine visits
and inspections.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

In spite of staff shortages, however, the maximum number of
samples as required by the Ministry of Health were procured and
submitted to the Public Analyst for examination, and particulars of
the articles sampled will be found on page 38 of this Report. Two
milk producers were prosecuted for selling milk containing added
water, one was fined £10 5s. 0d., and the other £7 10s. 0d. The
amount of added water varied from 4%, to nearly 139, in these cases.
Fifty-five samples of milk were submitted for bacteriological exam-
ination, and of these 18 were found to be below standard. Action
was taken in each case in conjunction with the Sanitary Inspector
in whose area the milk was produced, and “follow-up” samples were
found to comply with the requirements of the Milk (Special Design-
ations) Regulations 1936-46.

ICE-CREAM (HEAT TREATMENT, ETC.) REGULATIONS
1947.

These regulations came into force on the lst May, 1947, and
should eventually lead to a higher hygienic standard of production.
The regulations require that the cream shall be heated to a temper-
ature of not less than 150 degrees Fahrenheit for 30 minutes or
alternatively of not less than 160 degrees Fahrenheit for 10 minutes,
and then cooled to a temperature of not more than 45 degrees
Fahrenheit, within 1} hours.

Registering and recording thermometers are necessary on
pasteurising plants and coolers to ensure that these processes are
being carried out in accordance with the requirements of the
Regulations, but at the present time thermometers are nearly
impossible to obtain, and their requirement will not be legally
enforceable until a date to be prescribed by the Ministry of Health.
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These requirements are not enforceable where ice-cream 18 manu-
factured from a cold mix, that is from prepared ingredients which
have been heat treated previously, and only cold water is added.
Eight samples of ice-cream were examined by the Public Analyst
and the fat content of these samples varied from 0.23%, to 8.64°%,.
There is no legal standard for ice-cream, but it is desirable that one
should be defined for the protection of the purchaser, as comparat-
ively high prices are often charged for a very inferior article,

MEAT INSPECTION.

Centralised slaughtering for the Borough of Swindon and the
surrounding Rural Districts is still carried out at the Ministry of
Food Slaughterhouse in Shrivenham Road. These premises are
totally inadequate for the amount of slaughtering carried on there,
and the condition of the slaughterhouse generally is very far below
the usnal standard. The provision of a modern slaughterhouse where
the slaughtering of animals could be carried out under hygienic
conditions is long overdue, as the present premises are badly sited
and cannot be brought up to modern standards without complete
reconstruction and replanning. Owing to the absence of a suitable
cooling room at the slaughterhouse, during the hot weather in
August, 2,900 lbs. of meat were condemned with bone taint and
decomposition.

13,351 carcases were inspected during the year. The total
amount of unsound meat and other foods dealt with by the Sanitary
Inspectors amounted to approximately 100 tons.

The table on page 39 shows the number of animals slaughtered
and the percentages found to be affected with Tuberculosis and
other diseases.

DRAINAGE WORK.

The drains of 260 premises were relayed or overhauled under
the supervision of the Sanitary Inspectors, during the year.

HOUSING REPAIRS.

In spite of continued shortage of labour and materials, the table
of Sanitary Statistics shows that a very considerable amount of
repair work has been carried out as the result of representations
made by the Sanitary Inspector.

Every effort is made to get repairs carried out without having
to take legal proceedings, and repairs were carried out at 1,337
houses by the owners concerned without the service of Statutory
Notices. It was, however, necessary to serve Statutory Notices in
respect of 24 properties, and in 17 of these cases the work was
eventually carried out by the owners. In 7 cases the necessary
work was carried out by the Corporation in default of the owners,
and the cost of the repairs recovered from the owners.



34

OVERCROWDING.

The records of the department showed 41 cases of overcrowding
as defined by.the provisions of the Housing Act, 1936, and the
number of persons affected by the overcrowding conditions was 307.
The standard of the Housing Act, 1936 is a very low standard
permitting 7} persons to occupy a four-roomed house and it has
been suggested that the standard should apply to bedroom accom-
modation only. There are numerous families who may not be
actually overcrowded but who are inadequately housed, and
particulars of such cases are forwarded to the Housing Officer so
that they can be given consideration on their merits.

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT 1919.

The whole of the sewers in the Borough were systematically
baited, as recommended by the Ministry of Food. The manholes
were pre-baited twice and then poison bait was used. This was
repeated after one month'’s interval with a different poison and bait.
In all 1,327 1bs. of bait were used including 54 lbs. of arsenious oxide
and 18 lbs. of zinc phosphide. The graph on page 45 shows that the
systematic baiting of the sewers was very effective, and it 1s pro-
posed that maintenance treatment of the sewers should be carried
out every six months.

In concluding my Report, I wish to thank all the Officers of
the Corporation for their assistance and ready co-operation during
the year.

H. A. BANWELL,
Senior Sanitary Inspector,
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS,

Investigation of Complaints
Work in course of construction
Infectious disease
Slaughterhouses

Butchers’ shops

Markets

Bakehouses
Cow-sheds, milkshops and dairies
Fishshops

Food shops ....

Factories :
Outworkers’ premises

Common Lodging-house
Revisits

Miscellaneous =
Overcrowding Survey

Housing Inspections

ToTtAL

BAKEHOUSES.

Number on Register ....

Nuisances Found and Abated

1947.

3297
912
158
504
111
200

49
116
146
839

66
142

2872
1922
120
128

H

29
26
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DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Dairies and Milkshops 31
Farms i 18
Milk Purveyﬂrs from outside the Bnrough 13

Total 62

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS,
1936-1946.
Licences in force within the Borough.
Licences issued by the Wilts County Council,

Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
produced and not bottled :—
Tuberculin Tested ... None
Accredited ... = Seven
Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
produced and bottled :(—
Tuberculin Tested ... Two
Accredited ... None
In addition to the above, there is one prnducer of Tuberculin
Tested milk and one producer of Accredited milk from outside the
Borough retailing within the Borough.

Licences issued by the Town Council of the Bﬂmugh of Swindon:

Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
bottled :—
Tuberculin Tested ... Eight
Accredited ... None
Licences in respect of a shop or other establishment at or from
which the milk is sold :—
Tuberculin Tested ... Four
Accredited ... None
Supplementary licences with respect to milk sold from a shop
or other establishment which is outside the area of the Local

Authority :—
Tuberculin Tested o L e One
Accredited S None

Licence in respect of an establishment in which the process of
Pasteurising is carried on, including any shop or other establishment
at or from which the milk is sold by the same dealer :—One.

Licence in respect of each shop or other establishment at or
from which Pasteurised milk is sold :—5ix.

Supplementary Licence in relation to Pasteurised milk sold
from a shop or other establishment which is outside the area of the
licensing authority :—None.
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MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS,
1936 to 1946.
Baclarinloginal Examinations.

No. of
Designation. Samples | Satisfactory. Un-
taken. satisfactory.
Tuberculin Tested ... 21 15 l (i]
Accredited o 3 3 : —_
Pasteurised ... 17 11 ' 6
Non-designated E 14 5 6
Totals 55 37 18

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.
There are on the registers of the Department :(—
Premises registered for the preparation or manufact-
ure of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or pre-

served food BB
Premises reg:stcn:d for th{t salc manufacture cr st0r~
age of ice-cream 114
Butchers' Shops ... 78
Wholesale Meat Stores ... 2
Fried Fish Shops 39
Other Food Shops : 281
Samples taken and submitted tu the Pub!u' Analyst
i | Not
Formal Informal | Genuine Genuine | Remarks
Muk e 1 81 46 103 24 i ==
CGranulated bu,.,m‘ - 1 - 1 —
Eal-.mg Powder .| —_— T 7 = aiy
Butter ... 5 —_ 5 = s
Risbo ... — 1 1 ms o
Phenol lozen E».‘ 'S — 1 1 — _—
Camphorated oil — 1 1 s =y
Icecream ... ... — b} 8 | ieen =50
Extract of malt |
andcod liver oil 2 9 | i ik
Malted milk - 1 1 | i P
Malt & oil 1 1 —_— e
Epsom salts 4 3 | 1 —
Glauber salts ... 2 2 ! — —
Mon-edible fat .. - 1 1 | p— e
Golden Baking | |
Powder ............| - 1 1 | — —
Golden lhhlﬂp{ | |
Powder: .......... 4 4 i = <10
Jam - | G 6 e —
TORALS nvacl. B8 0§ 147 26 =
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PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924.

The following table shows the number of carcases inspected

during the year.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED, 1947.

Cattle
Calves| Pigs |Sheep
Cows | Other and
cattle lambs
Killed and inspected . 1973 | 1946 | 119 | 293 | 9020
Diseases OTHER THAN
TUBERCULOSIS
Whole carcases condemned 54 6 3 3 22
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned .| 634 | 801 6 26 | 1723
Approximate percentage of
number inspected affected |
with disease other than |
Tuberculosis I%B;{,lél,ﬁ% 7.5% | 100, | 199%
— muw_
TuBercULOSIS ONLY. '
Whole carcases condemned 83 13 2 7 —
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned .| 659 | 414 — 43 —
Approximate percentage of
number inspected affected '
with Tuberculosis o 37% 1 229, | 1.69%, | 179 —-

TOTAL AMOUNT OF UNSOUND FOOD CONDEMNED BY
SANITARY INSPECTORS

s. 3 qrs.

100 tons. O cwt

6 lbs.
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DISINFECTANTS.
Quantity given: Fluid ... 26 gals. 3 qts. 0 pts.
Powder .. 8 1bs.

DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION.

Cases of Cancer

- Tuberculosis ...

o Scarlet Fever

= Diphtheria

b Pneumonia
Miscellaneous Cases
Verminous Rooms ..
Library Books disinfected ...
Lots of Bedding disinfected 4
Miscellaneous Articles disinfected
Lots of Bedding destroyed
Miscellaneous Articles destroyed

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

On Register
Number of persuns for whom al:cununﬂdatlon is
provided :—Adults, 87 ; Children 4.

Inspections - s %

16
15
70

fi0)
32

362
173

74
27
11
16

DISINFECTION OF VEHICLES ETC. AT THE

CATTLE MARKET.

Number Disinfected. Fees Recewwed.
L A
764 47 16 0
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FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

Inspections for purposes of provisions of health made by
Sanitary Inspectors.

|
| No.on Number r_‘lf
Premises . Register

Inspect- | Written

Dccupmrs
ions J Motices

Prosecuted

(1)

(i1)

(i)

Factories in which Sec- ' |
tions 1, 2, 3 and 8 are to i
be Enfﬂrcu_‘i by Local ,

Aunthorities ........... 217 45 11 - -

Factoriea not included |
in (i) to which Section 7
applies :—
(a) Subject to the | |
Local Authorities |
(Transfer of En-
forcement) Order |
T e (S | 21 5 —

(b) Others.................... | — = - o

Other Premises under | '
the Act (excluding out- | |
workers’ premises) .. 1 - - - —

Tm‘u‘ 347 ‘ 66 18 -—




2. Cases in which defects were found.
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Mo, of cases in which defects were | No. of

; found | cases in
. . | et
Particulars : | Referred prose-
: cutions
| Found | Remedi-| To By were
' | ed H.M. H.M. | institu-
. ! Insp'tor | Insp'tor | ted
Want of cleanliness (Sect 1) | 15 13 — — o
Overcrowding (Sect 2)............ — — — —— =3
Unreasonable temperature g
Inadequate Ventilation (Sect. I
B AT | R 1 - — —
Ineffective Drainage of floors !
(Sectiont B)....... s i 2 | 1 - — =
Sanitary Conveniences (Sect. !
T i— |
(a) Insufficient ... 3- 2 1 — | —
(b) Unsuitable or Defect-
dwe s — 17 - 16 e 9 o=t
(¢) Not separate for sexes 1 1 —_- = —_
Other offences (not includ-
ing offences relating to |
Homework) .....cccccoevninne 22 | - 17 1 1 —
s | |
ToTaL ... 61 | &1 2 3 -
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HOUSING STATISTICS.

Houses inspected . e 1713
,»  found to be d&ie-::twe ... 1605
,»  rendered fit by informal action ... 1387
,»  rendered fit by formal action .. 11
HOUSING ACT 1936, SEcTION 58.
OVERCROWDING.
Houses overcrowded at end of 1946 42
No. of persons affected ... e 316
No. of new cases of Overcrowding in 1947 :—
No. of houses overcrowded 11
No. of persons affected ... . B4
No of cases of Overcrowding abated :iurmg 1947 .—
No. of houses 12
No. of persons affected ... - 101

No. of cases of Overcrowding not abated at end af 1947 :—
No of houses : = 41
No. of persons affected ... s OO
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

School Medical Officer

(THOMAS ROSS, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.)

For the Year 1947.
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To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committee of the
Borough of Swindon.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting a report of the School Medical
work for the Borough of Swindon during the year 1947,

The form of the Report has been completely changed for the
year under review, due to changes in the form of Returns made to
the Minister of Health. In substance, the Report follows the
Ministry Returns and the Tables referred to are those of the Ministry.
On page 52 [ have given information in connection with handicapped
and sub-normal pupils.

However, the health of the school children on the whole remains
satisfactory. It is gratifying to note that the nutritional standard
remains high.

The number of cases operated upon for removal of tonsils and
adenoids was the lowest since 1944. This low number was due to
the long and protracted epidemic of Infantile Paralysis that swept
the country this summer. You will remember that in the Borough
we had 7 cases. The occurrence of these necessitated the cessation
temporarily, of tonsillar and nasal operations.

It is perhaps interesting to record that there has been a con-
siderable diminution in the number of cases of scabies seen among
school children during the past year. This reduction was not un-
expected as a reversion to normal living conditions as distinct from
those of the abnornal war-time period tends to diminish the spread
of this disease and hence the number of cases.

THOMAS ROSS,
Borough School Medical Officer.
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TABLE 1.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

STATISTICAL TABLES

. e e

Return of Medical Inspections, 1947.

(A) PERIODIC MEDICAL INSPECTIONS :

Number of Inspections in the prescribed Groups :
Entrants ... ..
Second Age Group
Third Age Group

Total
Number of other Periodic Inspections :

Grand Total

(B) OTHER INSPECTIONS :
Number of Special Inspections
Number of Re-Inspections

Total

(€) PUPILS FOUND TO REQUIRE TREATMENT.
Number of Individual Pupils found at Periodic Medical
Inspection to Require Treatment (excluding Dental Diseases and

Infestation with Vermin).

For defective  For any of Total
VISLON the other individual
Group (excluding  condifions pupils
squind) recorded in
Table 1la
) 2) ) @)
LEntrants 6 75 81
Second Age Group -2 —_ -
Third Age Group 249 257 24
Total (prescribed groups) 255 335 505
Other periodic inspections - e
Grand Total B 255 335 505
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TABLE II.

A.—Return of Defects Found by Medical Inspection in the Year
Ended, 31st December, 1947.

1 Periodic Inspections | Special Inspections
|
Number of Defects Number uf Defects
| Requirin ' Requirin
Defect l Defect or tnege Imp% tuege l:ep%
Code ) Desease under under
No. Requiring | observa- | Requiring | observa-
i treatment | ation but | treatment | ation but
: not - not
requiring requiring
treatment treatment
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
4 | Skm R 14 b1 1369 1
5 ' | Eyes :a ‘rmmﬂ 251 10 41 1
b Squint ... 24 1 i} 1
, ¢ Other ... 5 T | 286 4
6 Ears : @ Hearing ... 16 3 ! 22 2
b Otitis Media — - - pot
¢ Other 7 1 266 . 3
T Nose or Throat ... 67 65 414 : L0
8 |Speech ... 5 2 3 -—
4 Cervical Glands ... 3 4 57 5
Ly Heart and Circu-
lation 1 1 2 ]
11 Lungs ... . o — | 1 — : 3
12 Dewelﬂpmcntal— |
a Hernia 1 —_ 1 —_ ' _
bilyther . i 2 8 | - 8
13 Orthopaedic : '
; a Posture 05 | L5 2 1
1 b Flat foot ... 68 | 10 r 3 | 4
_ c Other ... ... 26 ? a ' H I i}
14 | Nervous system— i i
a Epileps —_ —_ — —
bGEherP }r 1 2 2 7
15 | Psychological—
a Development —- —_ 3 1
b ‘-.:tah:ht}-' — — —_ —
10 e . 23 16 1087 197
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B.Classification of the General Condition of Pupils inspected during
the Year in the Age Groups. (See Note (b) on Table I.)
A B C
{Good) (Fair) (Poaor)

No.

Age Groups of No. n No. o No. %%

Pupils of of of

Ins- Col. | Col. Col.

pected 2 2 2

(1) (2) (3) (4) | (5) (6) (7) (8)

Entrants ... . | 927 274 | 20.6 ﬂv:')l.l: 70.1 3 .3
Second Age Group ... .| — - - | = | = —— —
Third Age Group 1418 | 896 | 63.1 | 312 | 36.0 10 4
Other Periodic Inspections| — - : : — — —
TOTALS ... . : : 2345 | 1170 | 49.9 § 1162 449.6 13 i)

- |
Return of Handicapped Pupils in the Area.
At At At At no
Special  Ordinary Independ- School or
Category Schools Schools ent Institute
Schools
Blind 2 — — -
Partially Blind ... ... ... .. 1 — — —
Deaf . Ly % SN 3 e - .-

* Partially Deaf .. : L - — —
ERleses” oo P e e in 3 — — —
iAo LR e - | — —
Multiple Disabilities ; —— —- 1 2
Physically Handicapped — 3 —_ 3

Educationally Sub-Normal Children.

At Certified At Ordinary At Independ- At no School Total
Schools Schools ent Schools  or Institute

25 8 1 — 34
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INFESTATION WITH VERMIN.

(1)  Tetal number of examinations in the schools by the
. 15045
(if)  Total number of individual pupils found to be infested
(1i1) Number of individual pupils in respect of whom cleans-

ing notices were issued {Hectiun 54(2), Education Act,

Schoel Nurses or other authorized persons ...

1944)

(iv) Numhef of individual pupllt-. in resPect of whom cleans-
ing orders were issued (Section 54(3), Education Act,

1044) ...

TABLE I11.
TREATMENT TABLES.

320

282

46

Group I.—Minor Ailmenis (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see

Infestation with Vermin).

Number of Defects
(a) treated, or wunder
SKIN : freatment during
Ringworm—=Scalp— the vear.
(1) X-Ray treatment ... 3
(1i) Other treatment . —
ngwnrm—Bc»dy 3
Scabies .. 15
Impengﬂ 104
Other skin dlseases 1239
EvE DISEASE 265

(External and ﬂther but ex:::ludmg errors of
refraction, squint, and cases admitted to

hospital).
Ear DEFECTS : 126
(This figure does not include treatment for
serious diseases of the ear).
MISCELLANEOUS .... : 1064
(e.g., minor injuries, brumes '-aﬂre:"i ch:lbla.m:-.
etc.)
TotaL 2824
(&) Total number of attendances at Authority's minor
ailments clinics SRR PR #8790
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Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Eye Disease

treated as Minor Ailments—Group 1.) No. of
defects
dealt with.
Errors oF REFracTioN (including Squint) ... ... ... a23
Other defect or disease of the eyes (excluding those
recorded i renp By e insan Daie ek 72
Tratal Fegge S5 595
No. of Pupils for whom *apectaclﬂﬂ; were [a} Prescribed 341
(b) Obtained . 322
Group IIl.—Treatment of Defecis of Nose and Throat.
Total No.
Received operative treatment— treated.
(@) tor adenoids and chronic tonsillitis 40
(b) for other nose and throat conditions ... .. 9
Received other forms of treatment .... ... ... ... ... 107
Totals-wad  dabu uin bataatml o e 156

Group IV.—Orthopaedic and Postural Defects.
(a) No. treated as iu—paticnts in hospitals or hospital

schools ... .. 6
(b) No. treated otherwise, Eg, in clinics or out- pﬂt1ent
departments 2.0 o Se St tnhal pa w10k 281

Group V.—Child Guidance Treatment and Speech Therapy.
No. of pupils treated (a) under Child Guidance arrangements 3
(&) under Speech Therapy arrangements 27

Treatment of Defects of Nose, Throat and Ear at Special Clinic.

Number of cases referred for treatment .... ... ... .. .. 331
Number of consultations ... . T o1
Number of Attendances at lem 620
Number for whom operation for tonsils and adenoids was
advised 97
Number who received nperatmn “for tonsils and adenoids ... 40
Number of other operations performed ... ... ... .. .. 9
Number of cases cured ... 119
Number of cases remaining uudrr uhsermtl{m or tr{'a,t rnent 197
Number of cases for whom no report is available 15
Treatment of Scabies at the Cleansing Station.

Number of cases treated ... o il bl GaE e 89
Number-oE-attendamess ... . e i iiar ieme e e 97
School Accidents.

Nuniber of cases tregted i ol fol. TSR Mg te jo 29

Number of Attendances . .... o e caw PRRsEIUENE 2D
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(7)

(8)
(9)
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.
Table IV,
DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Number of pupils inspected by the Authority's Dental Officers:

(a) Periodic age groups ....
(b) Specials
(¢) ToraL (Periodic and Specials)

Number found to require treatment
Number actually treated ...
Attendances made by pupils for treatment ...

Hali-days devoted to (a) Inspection
(b) Treatment
Total (a) and (b)

Fillings : Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth
Total

Extractions : Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth
Total

Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction

Other operations : (a) Permanent teeth
(b) Temporary teeth
Total (a) and (&)

522!
2
5225

2628
2144
6612

63
945
1008

1617
14
1631

511
2332
2843

1089

320
2075
2395
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DENTAL SURGEON.
(W. KENYON BERRIE, L.D.S., RF.P.S.(G.).

To the Chatrman and Members of the Swindon Education Commitiee.

LapiEs AND GENTLEMEN,
I have pleasure in presenting a Report for the Dental
nspections and Treatment for the Year, 1947,

During the year, the work covered the Primary, Secondary and
Grammat Schools; Day Commercial; Junior Building and Engineer-
ing sections; also a certain amount of work for the Maternity and
Child Welfare Centre.

The work was somewhat restricted owing to the shortness of
Staff, only two Dental Surgeons and two Dental Attendants, staffing
the three clinics.

4,275 children were inspected in the Primary and Secondary
Modern Schools.

2,131 were found to require treatment (50%).

2,637 teeth were extracted.

1,242 teeth were filled.

3 Partial Dentures were fitted, and 6 crowns completed.

Orthodontic appliances were made for 23 children.

6,469 Appointments were made and 5,990 were kept (92.449%,).

In the Grammar Schools, 950 pupils were inspected and 497
referred (52.319).

389 teeth were filled.

206 teeth were extracted.

Pupils attending from the Junior Building, Engineering and
Day Commercial Classes numbered 41, making 122 attendances.

68 teeth were filled.

22 teeth were extracted.

The total number of cases referred from the Maternity and
Child Welfare Centre was 271.

105 were Ante-natal or Post-natal patients.

20 dentures, and 4 repairs were completed.

307 teeth were extracted.

58 teeth were filled.

General Anaesthetics were administratered to 1,195 patients.
Appended are the Statistical Tables.

I thank all the members of the Health Department and Teachers
for their co-operation and help.

W. KENYON BERRIE,
Senior Dental Officer.
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Primary and Secondary Modern Education.

(1) Number of children inspected by the Dentists :—
(a) Rnutine age-groups ;

—— - - 2 _— R ——— e —— —_—

Age 3. 1 ‘ ‘ i 8| 9 : llJ ‘ E 12 13 | 14 | 15
No. 41‘135 487 rﬁﬂl 53ui 55 | 62‘ 444‘375 5 [288 1143 1
|
ToraL 4273
(b) Specials : . 2
Total (Routine and Specials) 4275
(2) Number found to require treatment : 2131
(3) Number actually treated . i 1793
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment 5890
(6) Half-days devoted to—Inspection . . 53
Treatment . ' 864
Total i 917
(6) Fillings—Permanent Teeth 2 8 1228
Temporary Teeth % . . 14
Total 2 . 1242
(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth . 361
Temporary Teeth . T 2276
Total 2 2 i R

S

(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction 996

9) Other Npeirations—Permanent Teeth - 148
Temporary Teeth .. o 2070

Total e o 2218

Scaling 61

Regu.latmn ﬂppilam:l.s 11
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Secondary Grammar Schools.

(1) Number of children inspected by the Dentists :—
(¢) Routine age-groups :

Age l. 11| 124 13 .! 14 i 15 I 16 17 i 18 | 19
No. \43I95‘133‘215%197 136-51I24i 6
e o e l' 950
(b} Specials —
Total (Routine and Specials) _ﬁ;
(2) Number found to require treatment ?ﬂ
(3) Number actually treated 351
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment 622
(5) Hall-days devoted to—Inspection 10
Treatment 81
Total “EI-
(6) Fillings—Permanent Teeth _d@
Temporary Teeth S
Total 380
(7) Extractions-—Permanent Teeth —!ET[;
Temporary Teeth 56
Total ?(i_ﬁ
(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction E
(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 172
Temporary Teeth ]
Total "_1-7;
Scalings 19
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FURTHER EDUCATION
DENTAL INSPECTIONS AND TREATMENT.
Engineering and Building School,
and Day Commercial School

(1) Number of inspections made by the Dentists :—
(@) Routine ..
(b) Specials ...

Total (Routine and Specials) ....

(2) Number found to require treatment
(3) Number actually treated

(4) Attendances made for treatment ..
(6) Half-days devoted to Inspection ...

{6) Fillings—Permanent teeth ...
Temporary teeth ....

Total

(7) Extractions—Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth

Total

(8) Administrations of general anaesthetics for extractions ...

(§) Other operations—Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth

Total

Scalings
Partial Dentures

122















