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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

ANNUAL REPORT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
For the Year 1946.

PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Civic OFFICES
SWINDON.

To the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors of the
Borough of Swindon.
Mgr. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
"I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the year

1946 which has been prepared on the lines suggested by the Ministry
of Health Circular 13 /47.

The Report is again less full than in pre-war days due to staffing
difficulties which were worse if anything during the period of prepar-
ation of the Report. However, the general health statistics of the
town are fully recorded and will be carefully preserved for future
reference.

Certain alterations occurred in the Public Health Department
during the year. Dr. Llywelyn Roberts resigned in November, 1946,
and the Assistant Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Angel Crawford
resigned in August, 1946. Dr. J. P. Kelly, Deputy Medical Officer
of Health took up his duties in October, 1946, as also did the Assist-
ant Medical Officer of Health, Dr. H. D. B. North.

Mr. K. W. Massey, Dental Surgeon, resigned his appointment
in December, 1946, while Mr. G. B. Westwater returned from War
Service in April, 1946, where upon Mr. B. Fergusson relinquished his
temporary appointment.

Notes on Vital Statistics.

While the birth rate and general death rate parallel very closely
the National Statistics, Swindon enjoyed a marked decline in the
Infant Mortality Rate to 22.03 per thousand live births, compared
with 43 for England and Wales. This is by far the lowest Infant
Mortality Rate ever recorded in Swindon,

Two maternal deaths occurred due to eclampsia, resulting in a
Maternal Mortality Rate of 1.53 per thousand total births, as com-
pared with 1.43 for England and Wales.
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The number of still-births continued at about the level of pre-
vious vears, and produced a rate close to that obtaining nationally.

I am pleased to be able to report that the illegitimate rate shows
a definite sign of returning to the pre-war level, being 8.02 per cent.
of total births as compared with 12.68 in 1945. 102 illegitimate
births occurred in 1946 as against 197 in 1945. The Social Worker
continued to do good work in looking after the mother before and
after the confinement and assisting in the disposition of the child.
It is worthy of note that the illegitimate infant death rate was again
below the general infant death rate.

Death Rate.

The overall death rate shows an improvement over last year,
although not quite reaching the low level of 1944. The improvement
is again due to a fall in the deaths attributable to cardio-vascular
lesions and respiratory diseases.

A slight increase in the number of deaths from cancer must be
again recorded.

Nine deaths from road traffic accidents occurred in 1946, com-
pared with three such deaths in 1945.

Infectious Diseases.

DIPHTHE Fifteen cases of diphtheria were notified during
the year, and of these only two were confirmed cases. No death from
diphtheria occurred.

There was one case of TyrPHoID which terminated fatally. This
was a'case of a woman who nursed a relative suffering from an
enteric condition in another area, and appeared to contract the
typhoid infection from this previously unsuspected source.

SCARLET FEVER.—There was an increased incidence of Scarlet
Fever during the vear, notifications increasing to 63 in contrast to 43
during 1945. No deaths occurred from this disease.

The number of cases of PUERPERAL PYREXIA increased by one
to thirty, as compared with 1945, but due consideration should be
given to the increase in the number of births in 1946.

The number of notified cases of DyseExTRY showed a sharp
decline during the year, two cases being notified.

MeasLEs.—The incidence of measles was halved as compared
with 1945 but the incidence of WHoorING CoucH was trebled. No
deaths were attributed to either measles or whooping cough.

The incidence of PNEUMONI14A also showed an increase during the
year, the number of notified cases being 110, with 27 deaths, against
81 during 1945 with 31 deaths.

The total number of cases of notified Infectious Diseases is 672
of which 62 were admitted into Hospital. The total number of deaths
was 28, due with one exception to pneumonia.
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Tuberculosis.

There was a decline in the number of tuberculosis cases notified
during this year, accompanjed by a fall in the general death rate
from all forms of tuberculosis.

There was a slight improvement in the staffing position at
Winsley Sanatorium and one of the two Swindon beds was occupied
as from March, 1946, the other remaining unoccupied at 3lst
December, 1946,

Water Supply.

The water supply for the area has been satisfactory in quality
and quantity. The great majority of the population is supplied from
the public water mains, approximately 100 by means of stand-pipes
and the remainder by direct connection to the house.

There are now altogether, 20 wells in the area, and 33 houses are
supplied from wells. One well, found to be polluted, was closed. This
served a farm house and a cottage, and the town supply was laid on
to these premises.

During the year there was no change in the sources of the public
supply so that as previously reported the water remained hard and
without plumbo solvency.

The trouble previously noted in regard to slight unpalatability
due to the iron content persisted. It has not been found necessary to
take any action in respect of contamination during the year.

37 examinations of the water supply have been carried out
during the year and bacteriological examinations of the water have
been satisfactory.

The staffing situation for the year under review showed some
sign of improvement, consequent upon the return from war service
of several members of the staff. For a brief period towards the end
of the year, the medical personnel reached full establishment only to
suffer a severe set-back by the departure of Dr. Llywelyn Roberts
which took place before his successor could take up office.

While recognising again the willing co-operation of the staff,
clerical and technical, in the work of the Department, I should like
particularly to take this opportunity of thanking Dr. James P. Kelly,
the Deputy Medical Officer of Health, on whose shoulders devolved
the greater part of the responsibility for the running of the Depart-
ment before I took up duty in April, 1947. [ am also indebted to
Mr. John W. Day for his assistance in compiling this Report, which,
of course, relates to the year before I took up office.

I am,
Y our obedient Servant,
THOMAS ROSS,

_ Medical Officer of Health.
Civic OFFICES,

SWINDON,



VITAL STATISTICS

-
Area of Borough . > G062 acres
No. of Inhabited Houses i vee 19063
Rateable Value .. e ... £432,635
Sum represented by 1d. Rate .. e [ |
Registrar General's estimate of I’upul.ttmn for 1946 ... e 066,150
Census, 1931 v B2,401

EIRTHS AND DEATHS

Year 1934 EHILDII!MI 1942 | 1943 | 1944 1945 | 1946

.

Live Births 8548 955| 1107 | 1174 | 1187 | 1400 1159 | 1271
Rate per 1,000 pop. | 14.04| 14.77| 15.75| 1703 [17.56  21.02 17.68 | 19.21

Illegitimate live births 39| 30| 62| o6| 8 106/ 147 102
Rate per 1,000 pop. = 0.66| 0.60 0.87| 0.80| 1.26 1.58 2.24| 1.54
Rate per 100 total
live births .4.58) 407 56 41 468} 7.18 T.52 12.68] 8.02

[
Births in ‘Hatt:rmtj.

Home ... 581 675 636 | 563 489 566 | 488 704
Deaths— ... T73 Das 803 T65 T30 728 | 741 725
Rate per 1,000 pnp | 12.54| 15.35| 11.43| 11.09] 10.93 10.87 11.31}] 11.01

Maternal Ideaths: - : |
(1} From pucrpural '

per 1,000 legiti-

mate live births 38.42 | 61.43| 55.75| 37.48) 50.55 34.78 32.70( 22.03

sepsis | { = 3! — _— L] L [— —
(2) From other puca = ) | i |
peral causes ... | 1 21 1 3 2 B = 2
| |
Death from— ! ! .
Cancer = 1256 116| 120) 114| 110, 121, 126] 128
Measles .. — = — — - — = e
Whooping Eﬁurrh — 1| — 1 1 1 — —
Diarrhoea (C hildren .
under 2 wvears) 1 b | 4 1 5 3 — | 1
|
Infant Deaths— _
Under 1 year ... | 35 LSt 44 60 49 35 28
Withing 10 davs : {
of birth T 25 23 | 26 231 28 2 19 19
Stillbirths ... %t it 31 43 | 27 GG . 23 48 a3 a6
Infant Mortality rate : [
i
|

Tllegitimate Death
rate per 1,000 il- |
legitimate live | |
births - . 25.00 lUE..’iﬁil]ﬂ.ﬂﬂ Q000 94,12 75.47: 27.21) 19.60

- e - s ——
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STATISTICAL COMPARISONS for the Year 1946,

234 s .
— = - 4
oL RE9| E8cw| 2
L=} ey 2y O o (=T E = E -
=} = L = = 8 =B
| = = E;ﬂ“q'mb"#: -
| 1 SEgwlnu=EBS| 523
{3 B pEE(T222=| SES
n '= BY 3| Ees&| 57
Lﬂ =ﬁ'ﬁ -= EI’"'— -
| C T i
| Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population
Births : ' |
i e R e e i [ 1 | 19.1* 21.0 14.8 21.2
S e e 0.54 0.53% 0.59 .57 0.4l
Deaths :
All causes ........ 11.01 12.0 12.2 11.6 12.6
Whooping Cuugh = 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02
Diphtheria. . T o I 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.0l
Y )L T R et e AR | B L 0.13 0.12 Q.12 012
Meagles .. .. .. | o= 0.00 0.01 .00 0.01
Rates per 1,000 live births
Deaths under 1 year of age | 22.03 43 i 46 41 40
Ideaths from Diarrhoea |
and Enteritis, under ; I _
2 years of age 0.8 4.2 | 64 | 3.2 4.1
Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population
Notifications :
Typhoid Fever .............. 015 A1 A .01 .01
Paratyphoid Fever ... — 02 02 {11 .0l
Cerebro Spinal Fever ... 015 A5 AN 04| G
Scarlet Fever ...t 952 1.38 1.51 1.33 | 1.42
Whooping Cough ... 3.310 2.28 2,48 2.05 2.22
Diphtheria..........ccccoeeeeeee.. 227 .25 g2 31 g
Erysipelas ... 181 22 25 .22 i
Smallpox ...... 0,00 0.0y 0. 00 0.0
Measles ............. 3.190 3.02 4.73 3.70 7.35
Pneumonia 1.663 B9 1.02 0.74 0.75

Rates per 1,000 Total Births (Live and Still)

Notifications ;

Puerperal Fever and
ever . 22.95 8.50 10.35 7.63 0.68
Maternal Mﬂrt&llt}i" ' 15 ;

Puerperal Infection .......| — 0.18

Abortion with Sepsis — 0.13

Abortion without Sepﬂi.s _— LA

OERETS  oovvecrenns . 1.53 1.06

e s 1.53 1.43 -

*

Rate per 1,000 total population
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CAUSES OF DEATH, 1946.

(Registrar-General’s Official Returns).

CAUSES 1 Males !I-"emales Total
| .
Typhoid and Paratyphoid fever : | - 1 1
Cerebro-spinal fever _— — —
Scarlet Fever : P o S
Whooping Cough . —- — —
Diphtheria - s -~
Tuberculosis of Re:smratﬂnr s;;stem 16 8 24
Other forms of tuberculosis 1 | 2
Syphilitic diseases 1 1 2
Influenza : & L 11
Measles E c— —_ | =
Acute polio-myelitis and Erulm&nc&phalitis —_ e | —
Acute infantile encephalitis — —_ | -
Cancer of Buccal cavity, Oesophagus and Uterus 4 9 13
. of stomach and dvodenum 15 5 | 20
., of breast X - 13 | 13
.. of all other sites 45 X7 . . BZ
Diabetes - 4 4
Intracranal \ea%ular lesions ceai : 32 36 (i}
Heart disease | 114 1056 . 219
Other diseases of u.lrt'ul&tur} system {16 8 | 24
Bronchitis i 18 10 |
Pneumonia 16 11 | 27
Other respiratory diseases s (il i o 8
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum I 7 — | 7
Diarrhoea under two years - 1 1
Appendicitis ! 1 3 4
Other digestive diseases 5 fi B 14
Nephritis ' 16 9 25
PPuerperal and post-abortion sepsis - -- -
Other maternal causes -— Rl 2
Premature birth 5 N 5
Congenital malformation, birth i ll'.lj'I:lI'}l', infantile j !
disease 14 5 | 18
Suicide (i 3 0
Road traffic accidents (i & ]
Other violent causes 3 4 | T
All other causes 5l 33 H4
! l
|
TOTALS ... e 399 329 728
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Diphtheria' Immunisation.

The fall in the number of children over 5 years of age who were
immunised during the year, is to be expected. Immunisation of
children under 5 years of age will tend always to a diminution of
those over 5 years of age requiring immunisation.

The diagram used for the first time in 1944 to show the state of
immunisation in the town has been set out to show the number of
immunisations carried out in 1946 and the state of immunity among
the children.

The attendances at the immunisation clinic for the year were as
follows :—

Total number of attendances ... ! 2426

Total number of children completely unmumsed 321
(@) Under 5 years of age s DRl
(&) Over 5 years : Gl

Total number of Schick tests perf::-rmed 564
Negative sy 4
Positive e : 5
Results not known ... i LA

Treatment of Scabies.

Although the figures are not as high as last year’s, there is still a
demand for the treatment of skin conditions.
No. uf No. !Jf

cases, atfendances

Men e 184 218

Women ... Lok 20 382
Children :—

School children (el 2E0)

Infant Welfare cases N | 1 109

T85 9949

e —

Ambulance and Transport Service.
The transport work carried on by or in conjunction with the
Health Service 1s as follows :—

Borough Ambulance Service.

IF'our ambulances—Talbot 1933, Wolsley (converted private
car) 1941, Sunbeam (1931 private car converted in 1943 into a
temporary ambulance), Austin 1943 utility type—are stationed at
the Isolation Hospital. As in previous years a twenty-four hour
service was continued.
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Work carried out by the Borough Ambulances -

(i) transport of infectious disease cases ;
(ii) transport of accident cases ;
(iij) transport of persons to and from hospitals and Maternity
Home :
(iv) transport of bedding and clothing for fumugation.

Work carried out by the M.0.H.’s Transport

(i) transport of food to, and children to and from Day
Nurseries : '
(11) transport of vitamins to the selling depots in the
Borough and the surrounding districts ;
(iii) transport of personnel to and from cooking depot ;
(iv) transport of mothers to Bradford-on-Avon and to the
Swindon Maternity Home ;
(v) transport of patients to and from hospitals and out-
patient departments ;
(vi) transport of midwives ;
(vii) transport of patients to and from Chelworth House,

The following table gives comparative figures of journeys
made by the Borough ambulances :—

1942 1943 1944 1945 1946
Transport of Infectious

CASes . 195 254 299 1458 127
Transport of Non-Infect-
i0US cAses : . 1097 1202 701 12570 1288

Transport of bedding fnr
disinfection and laun-

dry . 1380 1127 748 1788 1814

The following 1s a record of the mileage undertaken by the
subsidiary vehicles now included in the Medical Officer of Health's
transport service :—

British Restaurants \ : : B . 1842
Day Nurseries ... ... 6144
Food Office = ... 206D
Removal of Patients to h&sp&talq L o oo DBE
Conveyance of Midwives ... 9902
Convalescént Home . 3583
Conveyance of Doctors 17
Conveyance of Patients to Bradford-on-Avon ... 2506
Special journeys for other Departments . 5
Service maintenance : - o SO |

Other journeys - - i e A
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Bacteriological Examination.

Number of specimens examined during the year, 1946 :—

Swindon and North Wilts Victoria Hospital .. 2194
St. Margaret’s Hospital, Stratton . 148
.W.R. Medical Fund Society , 631
Isolation Hospital i oIk
Swindon Maternity Home . . 156
Public Health Department ) o 572
Military Units _ _ : Lo .37
Private Practitioners : 86
Eastcott Hill Clinic ! : . 2T

4796

Analysis of Water and Sewage Effluent.
(@) Bacteriological analysis has been carried out at the Pathe-
logical Laboratory.
(b) Chemical analysis has been performed by the Public
Analyst for the Borough.

Insulin.
The facilities for providing insulin free or at a reduced rate
continued during 1946 and four cases were assisted under the scheme.

Examination of Staff. -
The following medical examinations were undertaken by the
medical officers during 1946 :—

Appointees to Staffs . 28
Sundry Teachers - 93
Sundry persons for Huper'tnnuatmn ]Jurpose*:i e 205

Chelworth House Convalescent Home.

The first patient went to Chelworth House in March, 1946, and
since then there has been a steady flow of people of all ages taking
advantage of the accommodation provided at the Home. The folow-
ing table gives the statistics relating to the period 1st April, 1946, to
31st March, 1947.

Review of Cases admitted to ﬂhalwarth House during period 1-4-468 to 31-3-47,

Unaccom- | |
| Adults Schnuiuhil'n panied Lhﬂd-' Mothers |
i ren under | with | Totals.
i M. | F. i M. B, b yrs. of age | infants
Swindoncases ... 4| 24| 35 8 20 | 15 107
Other Authorities’
cages .. | [R5 L) e o 1 2 + 14
Patient-days,
ﬁwindnltr 094 |563 | 747 137 623 321 2485
Patient-days, other] -
Authorities .| 43 | 14 | 134 28 40 88 347
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

I would again like to mention my thanks to the North Wilts
District Nursing Association who have given us assistance over
occasional maternity cases which had to be treated at home and
where it was not desirable for a midwife to attend because of the
danger of infection.

Swindon Municipal Maternity Home.
No. of cases in the Home on st Jan- Borough County  Tolals
uary, 1946 b 2k 4 25 patients
23 babies
No. of Maternity cases admitted dur-
ing the year . 598 180 776
No. of expectant mothers admitted
for hospital treatment during the

year (included above) ... 47 14 6l
No. of cases remaining in the Home
on 31st December, 1946 L 6 . 23 patients

22 babies
No. of cases delivered by :—

(a) Midwives 390

(8) Doctors : : 314
No. of cases admitted aftﬁ:r de]n F:n 11
No. of cases in which medical assist-

ance was sought by midwives .. 362
No. of cases notified as Puerperal

Pyrexia ... 20

No. of infants who have at am tlme
‘received a supplementary or com-
plementary feed while in the

Maternity Home .. _ 85
No. of infants wholly ‘breast-fed on

leaving the Home 531
No. of infants wholly artificial fed .. 67

There were two maternal deaths from Eclampsia.
There were 21 stillbirths and 11 infant deaths.
Causes of death :—

Stillbirths— Prematurity 3 vons 4
Accidental Haemﬂrrhagf. e T,
Congenital Malformation .. e
Macerated foetus ... el
Maternal eclampsia
Post maturity AR |
Other Causes :, Eal-
Infants death—Prematurity ... ks 2t B
Congenital Malformation ... A
Injury at birth M

Asphyxia ey
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STATISTICS RELATING TO THE BOROUGH OF SWINDON

Iz
H

MATERNITY HOME FOR THE YEAR, 1946.
Number of Married and Single Women admitted during the year.

Married—752. Single—24. Total—T766.
Number of Booked and Emergency cases admitted during the
year.
Booked—619. Emergency—157. Total—T76.
Number of Borough and County cases, etc., admitted during the
year.
Borough-—596. County— 18k Total—776.

. - Sets of twins born during the year.

(@) Male—4. (b) Female—5. (¢} Male and Female—9.
Total—18
| twin of a female set was stillborn.
In 1 case of a male and female set, the female was stillborn
and the male lived only 15 minutes.
I set of male and female twins was stillborn.
In 1 set of male twins the first twin was stillborn.
Number of infants wholly breast-fed on leaving Institution.
Total—b31.
Number of infants wholly artificially fed on leaving Institution.
Total—67.
Number of infants who at any time received supplementary or
complementary feeds while in Institution.
Total—85.
Causes of Infant deaths which occurred in the Maternity Home
during the year.
I Broncho-pneumonia
2 Premature
3 Intra-cranial injury
4 Dystocia
5 Hydrocephalus
6 Twin pregnancy—prematurity
7 Atelectasis
8 Dystocia
9 Twin pregnancy—prematurity
10 Therapeutic abortion
11 Asphyxia pallida—dystocia
Summary
Prematurity
Congenital malfor mation
Injury at birth
Broncho-pneumonia
Asphyxia
Therapeutic abortion

I =1 :
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1. Number of deliveries in which interference was necessary.

(a) Inductions (surgical) 46
(b) Inductions (medical) 36
(¢c) Forceps, low . . . 52
(@) Forceps, high or difficult 3
(e) Forceps, mid. 28
(f) Manual removal of placenta : 13
(g) Blood and serum transfusions : 8
() Caesarian Section—(1) lower seg. 0
(2) classical : (i1

(1) Difficult manual delivery or interference 2
(1) Prolapsed cord 2
(k) Episiotomy 4
(f) Hysterectomy < i
Post-partum haemorrhage (over 20 ozs.) 91

In a few cases interference may fa'l under more than one
heading, e.g., one case might require induction and delivery by
forceps.

12. Number of cases of Pyrexia and notifiable pyrexia—including

infection.
i ) o '-".‘I'- ] o o ] o] E ﬂ' 1] - =
1 2 3 4 5 £ ff 5 i 10 11 12 12 14
MNotifiable—
13 I 1 R 1 - dar 0

Not notifiable—




EMERGENCIES AND CAUSES.

No. of Cases Paraty
= |
CAUSE B |C |5 1 2!3 4| 5| 6] 7| 8| o
it il
— s I
Ante-partum | 5
Haemorrhage) 8| 6 14| 3| 6| 2| 2 1
Dystocia................ ol e 2 - B R et LA 1
Malpresentation i 1 o] 3 1 3 oo 1
Operations :
Caesarean :
Section .......| 1 1 2 1 1 s
Low Forceps 1 1 2 1 | 1
Manual Remov- | 50
al of placenta| 2 I R (IS8T [ |
Medic,a? :
Indyction ....| 2 i & 1 | 2 | X
Surgical ' l
Induction .| 5| 4| 9| 4| 2| 1 1 I
Physical Con- | &idf
ditions not re- | !
lated to preg- !
WA . ...k ) o0 I 1 | 3 | 1
Post-partum
Haemorrhage | .. 1 | | o 1
Fost-maturity .| 1| .. I [ (R (SN _
Social Conditions | 7 | 8§ | 15 | 12 | -]
Toxaamin ot o e F ] ¥y 2| 1
Uterine lnvcrsinnl 1 1 1 [ -

4 patients, booked for Berryfield House, Bradford-on-Avon, had to be taken
in to the Maternity Home due to the temporary closure of Berryfield
House during the year.
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Maternity Hospital.

It was again not possible to accommodate in the Municipal
Maternity Home all those expectant mothers who wished to be
confined there. This resulted in selection of cases with regard to the
likelihood of obstetrical difficulty and the domestic circumstances.
Where the confinement appeared likely to be normal and the social
conditions were satisfactory, home confinement was advised and
where necessary, the services of a Home Help were proffered. It
was necessary to transfer 35 Swindon mothers to the Emergency
Maternity Home at Bradford-on-Avon. :

Training in Gas and Air Analgesia. :

Training of pupils and midwives by the Consultant Anaesthet-
ist proceeded during 1946, with the result that 14 passed their quali-
fying examination to secure approval of the Central Midwives’
Board of their fitness to administer gas and air analgesia.

Maternity Home Annexe.

Unfortunately, it did not prove possible during the year to
bring 81 Bath Road into operation as an extension of the Annexe
at 83 Bath Road, so that there is a continued need for additional
maternity beds, even if we confine our attention to the Borough of
Swindon. If the needs of the surrounding county districts are taken
into account, about double the existing hospital bed provision is
required, that is to say, 65 to 75 beds. There is little prospect of
the additional beds becoming available by extension of existing
buildings. Ideally, of course, a new maternity unit is required to
serve the needs of the area, but since there is little prospect of any
building being permitted for this purpose in anything under five
years from now, consideration should be given to the possibility of
transferring the maternity unit to existing premises at present used
for other purposes.

Domiciliary Midwife.
I am pleased to be able to report some improvement in this
service during the year.

The Midwife who was reported ill in the Report for 1945
ultimately resigned and the vacancy so created, filled. In addition
a further Midwife was appointed, the establishment then being two
Extern Midwives operating from the Maternity Home and four
Domiciliary Midwives working from their own homes. Moreover, a
car was provided for the use of the Extern Midwives, thus relieving
the pressure on ambulance cars which were then enabled to give
improved service to the other Domiciliary Midwives.

Maternal Deaths. :

Two maternal deaths occurred, attributable to eclampsia. One
of these women refused to attend Ante-natal Clinics and to this
extent contributed to the fatal outcome of the pregnancy.
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The other case was having Ante-natal care but the eclampsia
ensued without premonitory signs,

Home Help Service.
The Home Help Service continued to function as in recent
years, 44 mothers availing themselves of this service in 1946.

Nursing Home.

There are two Nursing Homes registered within the Borough of
Swindon and one of these Homes provides 10 beds, which can be
used for either maternity or surgical and medical purposes.

Ante-natal and Post-Natal Clinics.

Five Ante-natal and two Post-natal Clinics are provided. 723
women attended the Ante-natal Clinic and 131 women attended the
Post-natal Clinic,

Health Visiting.

There is no change to record in the Establishment of the Health
Visiting staff which consists of one Senior Health Visitor and six
Health Visitors, who are also engaged as School Nurses.

The following visits were undertaken by the Health Visitors :—

First visits to mothers and children ... ... 1613
Re-visits .... 4075
Visits to children aged Yo At . 6651
Visits to expectant mothers .. : 3 ... 148
Infant death and stillbirth E‘-m]mrlﬂ i ah
Infections disease visits S hiBbd
Visits to cases of tuberculosis L Rl
Child Life Protection visits ... 135

Total Visits ... ... 13605

Treatment Centres and Clinics.
There are five Infant Welfare Centres provided in the Borough
as follows :—

61, Eastcott Hill, Swindon ... ... Monday 2—5 p.m.
Wednesday 2—5 p.m.*
Friday 2—5 pm.*
Pinehurst Clinic, Beech Avenue ... Tuesday 2—5 pm.*
Trinity Methodist Schoolroom,
Cricklade Road ... Wednesday 2—4.30 p.n.*
Methodist Schoolroom Romsey Street,
Rodbourne .. ... Thursday 2—4.30 p.m.**
Moredon Community Centre ... Thursday 2—4.30 p.m.**

*Doctor in attendance.
**Doctor in attendance alternate weeks.
These sessions are available for consultation and advice for
mothers, and children up to the age of five years.
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Services of Children’s Specialist.

Dr. Beryl Corner continued to hold sessions at fortnightly
intervals during the year and children were referred to her clinic
from the assistant medical officers and from general practitioners.

20
HY

115

Totals

206
400

a0

165

165

246
13

No. of clinics held
No. of children seen
School children ... 40
Maternity and Child ‘t‘u’elf are cases 19
No. of consultations and attendances
School children ... 83
Maternity and Child Welfare cases 35
Dental Scheme, Maternity and Child Welfare.
Nursing
and
Expectant Children
Mothers 1—5
No. of—
Cases treated ... 86 120
Attendances for treatment 250 240
Fillings—permanent teeth 51 —\.
temporary teeth — 4
Extractions—permanent teeth 120 —
temporary teeth — 45}
Extractions under local anaesthetic—
permanent teeth 47 —-
temporary teeth — ]
under general anaesthetic—
permanent teeth 73 i
temporary teeth - 44
Other operations—permanent teeth ... 19 —
temporary teeth ... — 227
Scalings.... 13 -
Dentures cr:umpleted—partnl 14 —
full 10 —

Orthopaedic Treatment.

Children under school age attend the Orthopaedic Clinic held
at the Isolation Hospital and the following are the particulars
relating to this service :—

No

. of cases seen by Orthopaedic Surgeon ...

. of consultations and attendances

. of attendances at Sister’s Clinic

. of cases seen at the Orthopaedic Observation

Clinic

. of consultations and attendances
. of cases treated in Hospital (Bath and Wessex

Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital)

34
61
165

108
148

2
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Ophthalmic Treatment.
The following children under five were referred to Mr. 0. B.
Pratt, the ophthalmic specialist :—

No. of cases seen 71
Errors of refraction 32
Other defects . 39
No. of consultations . A
No. of attendances at clinic ... ; 229
No. of cases for whom spectacles were prescnbed 29
No. of cases for whom spectacles were obtained
through the scheme 25

Child Life Protection— Public Health Aect, 1936.
Number of Foster Mothers on the registers at the

end of the year .. 8
Number of Foster Children undEI thl: %up-cn 15101 uf

the local authority S 8
Number of Foster Mothers who are guaranteed pay—

ment by the Welfare Authority I

These boarded out children are subject to constant supervision
by the Child Life Protection Officers. Altogether, 138 supervisory
visits were paid.

The Foster Mother Scheme adopted by the Health Committee
guarantees a weekly sum of 17s. 6d. for the care of the children and
the mother is asked to contribute according to her means.

Domestic Help Service.

The Domestic Helps provided by the Local Authority continued
during the year to give service which was much appreciated. Four
Domestic Helps were retained during the year.

Adoption of Children.
Ten children were under supervision at the end of the year. The
Social Worker was making adoption arrangements in 20 cases.

Day Nurseries.

Upham Road Nursery was closed in April and the remaining
children on the register re-distributed between Broad Street and
Pinehurst Nurseries. Staffing difficulties at various levels continued
to be troublesome during the year.

Contrary to expectation, there has been no falling off in the
demand for Day Nursery accommodation, but in view of the staffing
difficulties mentioned, there seems to be little prospect of expanding
this service in the near future. There is, of course, no clear policy as
to the maintenance of these Nurseries and even if it should be deter-
mined that they should be retained, due regard must be had to the
high cost of this service.
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Day Nurseries—Statistics.

No. of chil- Total Number
dren on reg- of attendances.
ister at the Six months.
end of the Jan.-June  July-Dec.
year.,
Upham Rd. Day
Nursery ... Under 2 " 733* —
2—5 * 1429* —
Broad St. Day
Nursery ..... Under 2 5 1510 1134
2—5 34 1503 1845
Pinehurst Day
Nursery ... Under 2 12 1252 766
2—5 28 1738 1654

* Nursery closed as from 30-4-46.

Infant Mortality Rate.

The infant mortality rate for Swindon for 1946 reached the
remarkably low figure of 22.03. The total number of infant deaths
was 28, 19 of which occurred within the first seven days of birth.

This compares with an infant mortality rate of 32.8 in 1945.
The total number of infant deaths then, was 38, 15 of which occurred
within the first seven days of birth.

The infant mortality rate for England and Wales for 1946 is 43
so that it is readily seen that the Swindon rate compares very favour-
ably indeed with that for the country as a whole,

Comparison of the causes of death operating in 1945 and, 1946
reveals that the improvement in the overall infant mortality rate is
attributable to reduced incidence of Respiratory Infection and
Accidents during 1946 in the age group 1-12 months which enjoyed
a mortality rate of 6.85,
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Table Showing the Approximate Number of Children in the Borough under
Five Years of Age in the years 1938—1948.

(This table has been corrected for infant deaths in the first year, but not for
subsequent years.)

o A e s ir a. .

Infants  Children under 5 in the Borough in years :—
born !

in . r
| vears 1938 1930 | 1040 | 1941 : 1942 i 1043 | 1944 i 1945 | 1946

1934 | 727 | | l
1935 | 700 709
1936 | 753 | 753 | 753

—_—

1937 712 | Ti2} 712 712

1938 791 T48 748 748 | 748

3602
1939 848 | 813 | 813 | 813 | 813 :
3770 * |
1940 958 | 897 | $07T 897 897 |
3984 | | '
1941 | 1107 | 1043 | 1043 | 1043 | 1043 | I
' . ! - F - | '
- 4277 | |
1942 | 1174 | 1130 | 1130 | 1130 | 1130
. 4675 | ! '
1943 1187 | 1127 | 1127 | 1127
f 5070 | |
1944 1409 | 1360 | 1360
|
. S606 |
1945 | | ; 1159 | 1121

e

|
|
I
: i 5819
1946 I | : 1271

| - | 6009

— mme

— e ———
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.
INFANT MORTALITY.

1946, Nett deaths from staled cawses al variows ages under
One Year of Age.

CoMPILED FROM THE OFFICIAL EEGISTRATIONS.

CavusE oF DEATH.

1—2 weeks

23 weeks

3—4 weeks

Total under
1 month.

1—3 months

3—6 months

66— months

—12 months

9.

o

Total Deaths
under 1 vear

All Causes—

Certified
Uncertified

e | Under 1 week

]

b

Measles ;

WhGOping C,m]gh

Diphtheria .

Influenza |

Tuberculosis of nervous
system

Tuberculosis of Intestines
and Peritoneum |

Tuberculous Meningitis ..

Syphilis

Mﬂningitis

Convulsions

Bronchitis .

Pneumonia :

Other Respiratory Diseases

Inflammation of the
Stomach :

Diarrhoea and Enteritis |

Hernia, Intestinal
Obstruction : i

Congenital Malformations

Congenital Debility and

Sclerema :

Icterus

Premature Birth

Injury at Birth

Disease of Umbilicus

Atelectasis ...

Suffocation—in bed

Other causes ;—

ks

w: o

—

—

b
[

o

e ] e | we]

tn

Do :
amm i

]

— g

o =

ToTaLs
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The Isolation Hospital year runs from lst April, 1946, to 31st
March, 1947. The number of new admissions during the year 1st
April, 1946, to 31st March, 1947, was 216 against 186 and 386 in the
two previous years. On 1st April, 1946, there were 9 patients remain-
ing in the hospital so that altogether 225 cases were under treatment
during the year. Of these, 203 cases were discharged cured, 2 died,
2 were transferred to other hospitals and 18 remained in hospital at

the end of the year—31st March, 1947.
' The 216 cases admitted (iurtng the year were chargeable to the
following local authorities :—
Public Health Acts—

Swindon Borough AR 5 1
Highworth R.D. ... 22
Cricklade and Wootton Bassett Rural District 7
Marlborough and Ramsbury Rural District ... 15

Maternity and Child Welfare {Puerperal Pyrexia)—
Swindon Borough—10 mothers

T Eilee o "C @ rlasti s

Wilts County Council—5 mothers ..
= . 10

5 babies
Military Authorities 24
The 225 cases arranged accu}rdmg to the final -:Ingn{;-sls are :—
Conjunctivitis .. ol e | Pleurisy and bronchitis 3
Corneal Ulceration 1 Pneumonia . 2
Croup ... 1 Puerperal fever ... 3
Diphtheria b infection 3
i Carrier 2 o pyrexia 11
Enteritis 2 Pyelitis ... 1
Erysipelas 2 Scarlet fever LA LED
Influenza | in puerperum ... 1
Jaundice ; i 1 o carrier 1
Laryngeal obstruction 1 Tonsillitis 31
Mastitis . - o e 1 Typhoid .. o 1
Measles ... : S i Ulceration Encarditis ... 1
o cand Bronchitis I Uraemia .. 1
., and Whooping legh 2 Vagmitls ron 2
Mumps ... s | W’Im-crpmg Luugh 4
Mon Vincent I{ L. B. Carrlel 2 and BI‘DI'Il’,‘.hlt.H 1
Ophthalmia neonatorum T 1 and pneumonia 1

, double 2 P » measles and

Parat}rphmd carrier 1 preumonia 1
| emphﬂgl-ﬂ; 1 Babies with mothers . S
Pleurisy . 1 Mothers with babies .. g |
Other diseases 1

The two cases transferred to other hospitals were :—
One Military case of Paratyphoid Carrier was transferred
to hospital near his home.
One case of R. Ophthalmia (baby, age 13 days) transferred
to Oxford.
Analysis of the two deaths :(—
One case of typhoid, age 54 years : 5 days in hospital.
One case of diphtheria, age 45 years : .2 days in hospital.
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR.

To the Chavrman and Members of the Health and Welfare Committec.

LAaDiES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of snbmitting the Annual Report of the work
carried out under the supervision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector
during the year 1946.

The retirement of Mr. F. H. Beavis, after twenty-eight years’
service with the Swindon Corporation, led to some re- organisation
in the Department, but as the vacancy caused by this retirement and
subsequent promotions had not been filled by the end of the year,
the effect of any re-organisation was nullified by the absence of
sufficient staff to carry out the work.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1938.

More than three hundred inspections were made at the various
farms, dairies and milkshops within the Borough and in connection
with the taking of samples of milk for analysis by the Public Analyst.
Of one hundred and thirty-five samples of milk examined, twenty
were found not to comply with the requirements of the Sale of Milk
Regulations 1939. One producer was fined £5 for selling to the Milk
Marketing Board eighteen churns of milk containing approximately
5%, of extraneous water. One producer-retailer was fined £5 for
selling milk containing 7.9Y%, of extraneous water, and one retailer
fined £10 for selling milk containing 9.89%, of extraneous water. In
each of these cases the usual “appeal to the cow’ samples were taken
at the farms, and these samples were satisfactory. One retailer was
fined £1 for filling milk bottles in the street and in this case continued
observations had to be kept before sufficient evidence could be
obtained to ensure conviction for this offence. This retailer had been
fined previously for a similar offence and had twice been prosecuted
for selling milk containing extraneous water. Since his last convic-
tion he has sold his milk round and the registration of his dairy has
been cancelled.

Fifty-one samples of milk were submitted for bacteriological
examination and the particulars of these examinations are shown on
page 42 of this Report.

Samples of ice-cream submitted to the Public Analyst showed a
fat content in three samples of less than one per cent. and three
others varied from 1.479, to 3.04%;,. The fat content of a reasonably
good 1ce-cream should be in the region of 8 or 8%,. In spite of the
shortage of many of the ingredients used in the manufacture, I am
of the opinion that a legal standard for ice-cream should be defined,
especially when one realises the high prices charged in some instances
for a very poor article, i
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MEAT INSPECTION.

Centralised slaughtering for the Borough of Swindon and the
surrounding Rural Districts is carried out at the Ministry of Food
Slaughterhouse, Shrivenham Road. These premises formerly com-
prised four small private slaughterhouses, and although some recon-
struction was carried out, they are totally inadequate for the amount
of slaughtering done there. Some 11,953 animals were slaughtered
during the year, and all these carcases were inspected by your
Sanitary Inspectors. Approximately 107 tons of unsound meat and
other foods were dealt with by the Department. The table on page
43 shows the percentage of animals slaughtered found to be affected
with Tuberculosis, and diseases other than Tuberculosis.

DRAINAGE WORK.

The drains of 231 premises were overhauled or relayed, under
the supervision of the Sanitary Inspectors, during the period under
review.

HOUSING REPAIRS.

Despite the continued shortage of materials and labour, the
table of Sanitary Statistics shows that a very considerable amount
of repair work has been carried out as the result of representations
made by the Sanitary Inspector. Although every effort is made to
get repairs carried out without having to take legal proceedings, it
was necessary to serve seven Statutory Notices under the Public
Health Act 1936, and four Statutory Notices under the Housing Act
1936. Three Nuisance Abatement Orders were made by the Magis-
trate’s Court, and in one case the Owner of the property was fined £2
for failing to comply with the Order, and the necessary work was
afterwards carried out by the Local Authority at a cost of £74 14s.,
which is recoverable from the Owner. In all the other cases the work
specified in the Statutory Notices was carried out by the various
Owmners.

OVERCROWDING.

At the end of 1946, the records of the Department showed
forty-two cases of overcrowding, as defined by the provisions of the
Housing Act 1936, These figures do not convey the true picture of
the local housing problem, as the overcrowding standard of the
Housing Act 1936 permits more persons to occupy accommodation
than would normally be considered desirable by the average house-
holder. Although the actual cases of overcrowding are few, there are
numerous families in the Borough whose housing accommodation is
inadequate for their needs,
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RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

A scheme for the systematic baiting of the sewers, as recom-
mended by the Ministry of Food, was approved by the Health
Committee. It is proposed systematically to bait the whole of the
sewer manholes, some 1,487 in number. The scheme was also
approved by the Ministry of IFood, from whom a proportion of the
cost is recoverable. _

In conclusion, I would like to express my thanks to all the
Officers of the Corporation for their assistance and ready co-oper-
ation during the year.

H. A. BANWELL,
Sentor Sanitary Inspector.
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YISITS AND INSPECTIONS,

Investigation of Complaints
Work in course of construction
Infectious disease
Slaughterhouses

Butchers’ shops

Markets

Bakehouses
Cow-sheds, milkshops and dairies
Fishshops

Food shops ...

Factories :

Outworkers' premises

Common Lodging-house
Revisits

Miscellaneous

Overcrowding Survey

Housing Inspections

TotaL

BAKEHOUSES.

Number on Register ...

Nuisances Found and Abated

1946,

544
1533
H80
810
111
381
61
333
189
754
531
234
17
2565
4126
155

119

. 13443

31
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DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Dairies and Milkshops 35

Farms :

Milk Purveyurb from outside the Enmugh 13
Total i 66

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS,
1936-1946.
Licences in force within the Borough.
Licences issued by the Wilts County Council.

Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
produced and not bottled :—
Tuberculin Tested ... None
Accredited 2 Six
Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
produced and bottled :—
Tuberculin Tested ... Two
Accredited 2 None
In addition to the above, there is one prudurer of Tuberculin
Tested Milk and one producer of Accredited milk from outside the
Borough retailing within the Borough.

Licences issued by the Town Council of the Borough of Swindon:

Licences in respect of an establishment at which the milk is
bottled :—
Tuberculin Tested ... Eight
Accredited None
Licences in respect of a ‘ihu].: or other establishment at or from
which the milk is sold :—
Tuberculin Tested ... IFour
Accredited None
Supplementary licences with respen,t to milk sold from a shop
or other establishment which is outside the area of the Local

Authority :—
Tuberculin Tested 3 b Two
Accredited None

Licence in respect of an establishment in which the process of
Pasteurising is carried on, including any shop or other establishment
at or from which the milk is sold by the same dealer :—One.

Licence in respect of each shop or other establishment at or
from which Pasteurised milk is sold :—Six.

Supplementary Licence in relation to Pasteurised milk sold
from a shop or other establishment which is outside the area of the
licensing authority :—None.
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MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS,
1936 to 1946,

Bacteriological Examinations.

Designation,

Accredited

Tuberculin Tested ...

Pasteurised ...
Non-designated

Totals

. a——r—

No. of
Samples
taken.

=

17

Satisfactory.

K i:im

1
24
4

e e~

42

Un-
! satisfactory.

- ——

Fried Fish Shops

Other Food Shops
Samples taken and suhmltted to the Pubhc Analyst

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT,

1938.
There are on the registers of the Department :—
Premises registered for the preparation or manufact-
ure of sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or pre-
served food
Premises registered for the sale, manufacture or stor-
age of ice-cream
Butchers' Shops ...
Wholesale Meat Stores .

86

102
78
2
32
281

| i I MNot
Formal | Informal = Genuine | Genuine | Remarks
Milk calind 3885 e vad A8 115 | 20" |Oneretail-
| ' ' { er and two
: | Milk Pro-
| | ducers
prosecuted
Sponge Cake 3 2 - 1 t 1 Contained
| | Excessive
Sodium Bi
Carbonate
Baking Powder . 1 — 1 —
Tea — ; 1 1 -
Hogs I—‘uddmg e i 1 1 —
Ice Cream e ! [} G %
Lee-cream
Powder 1 | 1 2 —
Coffee — | 1 —
Compounded full-
cream  Dried |
Milk | - 2 . 2 —
I T T T e
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PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924.

The following table shows the number of carcases inspected

during the year,

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED, 1946,

-~ Cattle
Calves| Pigs |Sheep
Cows | Other and
cattle lambs
Killed and inspected . 2408 | 2010 | 133 | 415 |11953
DisEAsEs OTHER THAN .
TUBERCULOSIS
Whole carcases condemned 30 7 6 | 1 19
Carcases of which some part I |
or organ was condemned . | 575 | 754 3| 85| 2142
Approximate percentage of ;l i
number inspected affected | 1
with disease other than |
Tuberculosis L 25%. | 399, | 7% 3 21% | 18%
TuBERcULOSIS ONLY. | 1 ‘l
Whole carcases condemned .| 121 25 4 | 5
i : ' i
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned | 885 | 422 3 —
Approximate percentage of | | r
number inspected affected - !
with Tuberculosis ... ® .| 429 | 22% | 3%, | 13%
UNSOUND FOOD
106 Tons. 19 Cwts. 3 QOrs. 41 Lbs.
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DISINFECTANTS.
Quantity given : Fluid .. 32 gals. 2 qts. 3 pts.
Powder 1 qgri. 7 1bs:
DISINFECTION.
Cases of Cancer F 14
L Tuberculosis 10
i Scarlet Fever . 2 85
. Diphtheria . . - 32
& Pneumonia . . : ;s —
Miscellaneous Cases 28
Verminous Rooms . o 333
Library Books disinfected . 92
Lots of Bedding disinfected : 53
Miscellaneous Articles disinfected . . ” 5 11
Lots of Bedding destroyed o e 20
Miscellaneous Articles destroyed . 23
Animals destroyed . 2

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

On Register 1
Number of persons for whom accommodation is
provided :—Adults, 109 ; Children 8,

Inspections 17

DISINFECTION OF VEHICLES ETC. AT THE
CATTLE MAREKET.

Number Disinfected. Fees Recewved,
£ 8 4
902 66 7 6



FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions of health made by
Sanitary Inspectors.

1
No. on Number of
Premises | Register

Inspect- | Written | Occupiers
tions Notices 'F'msecuted

(i) Factories in which Sec- |
tions 1, 2, 3 and 6 are to
be enforced by Local iy | '
Authorities ... 153 348 | 62 l e

(ii) Factories not included | '
in (i) to which Section 7 |

applies . —

(a) Subject to the :

Local Authorities - !

(Transfer of En- | |

forcement) Order {

(1] N R Y 4 81 183 | 37 —

(hliners. — =

the Act (excluding out- |
workers’ premises) ... | — il

|
(iii) Other Premises under ‘
|

il [T 1 Epeiermanl CACLRE Lo l 224 | 531 | a0 | iy

=




2. Cases in which defects were found.
|
MNo. of cases in which defects were | No. of
f found Cases in
' which
Particulars i Referred prose-
cutions
Found | Remedi-| To By were
! ed H.M. H.M. | institu-
' Insp'tor | Insp'tor | ted
Want of cleanliness (Sect 1) 26 | 24 — t 3 —
| I
{Jvemmwdmg (Sect “] | — — —- o
lTnmaﬁ::ma.blc tcmp-:raturt , |
Sect. 3)... i e 1 =] epaeifias—
= | !
Inadequate Ventilation {":t-c | ' i
4) . . - - — — =
lnulfc-:tue lhmmgeni ﬂmrs i |
{"-.-r:Ltlutl ﬁ] . it LY dulsirm o —
‘-nmtarv Conveniences {Hect i I
[il] Ingufficient ... . 4 1 —_ |
(b) Unsuitable or Defect- | ,
o T e e s [N 15 — | R e
I 1
(¢) Not separate for sexes | 2 2 ! S e
Other offences (not includ- |
ing offences re].'ltillg to |
H{Jmewnrk} | 25 20 i s Hs
| | |
ToTaL .. ‘ (TR 1 10 | —
|
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HOUSING STATISTICS.

e . m—— =

Houses inspected = SRR v )
,, found to be defen:twe : e LSS
.,  rendered fit by informal *mtmn 2o ARSTEE
.,  rendered fit by formal action .. 5

HOUSING ACT 1936, SEcTioN 58.

OVERCROWDING.

Houses overcrowded at end of 1945 e 35

No. of persons affected ... e oLl
No. of new cases of Overcrowding in 1946 -

No. of houses overcrowded 25

No. of persons affected ... A 1
No of cases of Overcrowding abated during 1946 -

No. of houses 15

No. of persons 147

No. of cases of Quvercrowding not abated af end of 1946 :—
No of houses :2
No. of persons S S

—_—
=1
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

EDUCATION COMMITTELE.

e T —

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

School Medical Officer

(THOMAS ROSS, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H.)

For the Year 1946.
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.
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Chairman—*Councillor L. J. NEwMAN,

Vice-Chairman—*Councillor R. G. CRIPPS.

Members—
*THE Mavor (Alderman G. H. SELMAX)

Alderman C. S. MACPHERSON *Councillor W. R. RoBixns

*Alderman J. L. CALDERWOOD Councillor C. E. ToMEs
tAlderman A. M. BENNETT *Councillor (Mrs.) L. A. GRIFFIN
Councillor L. C. Mogey *Councillor H. FieLp
Councillor H. W. PINNEGAR Councillor P. Kixc
Councillor A. J. Bowx *Councillor H. V. Boxp

*Councillor H. W. GARDNER *Councillor H. DiME~T

Mr. F. W, HAWKSWORTH Miss F. H. SHALLCROFT
*Mr. H. WHITING *Mr. J. A. ARNOLD FORSTER,0.B.E.
*Brig. K. M. . HEDGES, C.B.E. *Mr. F. M. Tayior

*Mr. W. J. Davis

Borough Education Officer—
Mr. H. DispeEn, M.A., B.Sc., Barrister-at-Law.

*Members of the Child Care Sub-Committee.

+Chairman of the Child Care Sub-Committee.
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To the Chatrman and Members of the Education Commattee of the
Borough of Swindon.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting a report of the School Medical
work for the Borough of Swindon for the year 1946.

A number of staff changes affecting the Deparment took place
during the year. Dr. Llewellyn Roberts left Swindon in November,
Dr. A. V. Crawford in September and Drs. B. Finch and K. Maxwell
in February and October respectively. On the clerical side Mrs. E.
M. Stephens resigned her post on 13th December, 1946.

Dr. J. P. Kelly and Dr. H. B. D. North commenced duties in
October and in consequence of these medical staff changes, the
number of children examined during the year was smaller than in
1945, and again restricted to the first and third age groups.

It will be noted from the Tables on pages 53 and 54 that the
nutrition of children mmproved during 1946 and the percentage
found to be slightly sub-normal fell to 3.9 in the first age group,
and to 1.3 in the third age group.

With reference to the Table on page 16 dealing with Immunis-
ation, it will be seen that a further 62 children between the ages of *
five and fifteen have been immunised during the year.

THOMAS ROSS,
Borough School Medical Officer.



52

———

|

| sme[adq aoue

—  "PUSWY [ooyds a3 1apup) (q)
|
| 1861

= |39V uoneonpy ey Japuy) (v)
| —!uaje} azem sTurpesnold
| TESS] YT M ULSIEED JO Taqun

1
61¢ | 66L Syuopny uoneonpy [eso ] a3

| Aq apew sjustwafueLI® IapuUn
PRSUEA]D USIPIYD JO IaCUIN N

LOLT = uea[Iun punoj
UAIPIY2 [enpratpul Jo Jaquin py

EUERZ  SasINN [ooog at) Lqs[ooyos
13 Ul USIP[IYD JO SUOIY
“EUINUEXS JO Jaquinu [ejo],

8 SASINN Jo0yag ayy Aq
| aead ayg Supnp apewr [ooyss

| 1ad 51814 JO Iaquunu aFeraay

—- — — g I ¥ | ogr |Le 21 | ¥ Z8E
!
| | mﬁ
GeF | 6% | O1F | 6AF |89 EE9  ore | 169 |see | Log | 1w 8101
{ 7 i |
EE__" FEBCT) L903T| SSYOL £L99G 0060F CCLTG| 6OCKE| T989E ¥UTUT| 0TETT| RECSE |
_ | | _
| i | !
i : | |
¥e | ¥ gL o'R g | ¥ ¥ L | 9 | & | L | &
| I |
| m 2 “ o .-
OFGI | 9F6T | ¥¥6T | €F6I1 | ZFGI  IT6I  OF61 | 6EGI “E"E _ LE6T | 961 _um-;E | 0L-0Z61 |

= = e

"SNOILIONOD SNONIWHEA ANV SSANITNVATONN



CLASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION OF CHILDREN.

!Nu of A B C
AGE child- J{ Excellent)] (Normal) A4 B (Slightly
GroOUPS | ren 51 b-nm‘mal}
2XAm- ST
ined [ No., % [No. | o INe.| 9% |
E | |
INTRANTS | -
1935 | 813 | 108 13 627 77 735 90-4 78‘ 10 | —| —
1936 | 1074 | 182 17 801 75 083 91:5 ] 89 8 21—
1937 | 711 | 153 21-5 ] 497 69:9 | 650 91-4 ] 58 } B-2 3 | 4
1938 | 787|161 21 |ss7 71 | 718 o1-2fe6| 8 | 3| -4
1939 o546 | 136/ 24-5 | 381 68-5 ) 517 O3 39| T e
1940 471 § 98 20-8 | 339 72 437 92-8 | 34 | 7-2 | — | —
Evaes: 125°| 24| 192 80| 71-2] 113 90-4 12| 96| — =
1941 1266 | 341 27 845 B66-8 (1186 93-T 1 75| 5-9 4 -3
Evacs : 271 T1| 26-2 | 183 67-5 J-a-tl 83-71 17 6:3 1 — ! —
1942 G568 | 294 30-7 | 609 63 -6 “ﬂ?' 04 -2 | 54 ! 5 -6 1 1
Evacs : 26 8 30-8 1/ 69-2 | 26100 — — 11— | =
1943 670 50| 7-4 | 585 86-5 | 635 '93 9| 41 Gl — | —
Evacs : —_] — — — — — — — | —
1944 893 | 318 32 630, 63 -4 943 95 4 45 | d6] — | —
1945 1260 | 305 313 | 800 635 l]"l"ll Da-Bles | 52| — |-
1946 1035 | 281| 27-2 | 713 68.9 094 9% "J41| 39| — | —
SECOND | |
AcE GrouP !
1935 593 | 132 15 G47) 72 770 87-3 |13 | 13 I
1936 933 | 158 17 672 72 $3l] B3-91 94 10 8 |
1937 G687 | 171 24-9 | 458 66 -8 H'HI 01-7 | 55 B 2 -3
1938 T47 | 169 23 518 69 {:B'J'l 92 60 | 8 — | —
1939 705 | 193 27-4 | 469 66-5 | 662 93-9 1 43 61y — | —
1940 578 | 118 20-4 | 410| 70-9 "HI 91 -3 | 50 87| — | —
Evacs.: L7y 34| 19-2 | 124| 70-1 | 158| 89-2 | 19 | 10T | — | —
1941 918 | 236 25-8 | 618 67-3 | 854 93 B0 6.5 4 4
Evacs : 145 32 22 107 73-8 ]| 139, 95-8 b B ] 1 =
1942 882 | 226/ 256 | 600 68 826, 93*5 47 o3 8| L-1
Evacs : 471 12l o661 33 70-2| a5l o5-71 1| 221 1| 2
1943 283 62/ 219 | 201 71 2631 92-5 1 20 Tl —| —
Evacs : 2] — | — 21100 2100 — ] = | == i CL
1944 —_ - == - =] == = |—=| -
1945 — == —_ T - T B 55 i il l 5
1946 — = | o i o (e B o e | e et B 2 e




CLASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION OF CHILDREN.

-

rNu.ui A B C D
AGE child-l{Excellent)] (Normal) A4 B | (Slightly (Bad)
GROUPS | rTED sub-normal)
exam- i
ined | No.| 9% [No.| % Nn_l o Nn_: o INo. | %
THIRD | ' ,
AGEGROUP | |
1935 888 | 152 17 670/ 76 822 026 | 65 | 7 1| —
1936 Q30 | 184 20 GEO| 73 864 92-7)163 | 7 3| —
1937 641 | 171 26-7 | 434 67-7| 605 94-4 | 35| 55| 1 .1
1938 762 | 198 26 536) 70 734 06-3 | 28 | 4 —=hl
1939 697 | 237 34 434 62-2 | 671 96-3 | 26 | 37| — —
1940 695 | 237 34-1 | 420/ 61-7 | 666 95-8 | 20 | 42| — —
Evacs : 236 79 33-5 ] 142 60-2 | 221 93-86 | 15 64 — —
1941 1077 | 310 28-8 | 695 64-5 |1005 932163 5-9| 9 -8
Evacs: 271 92 33-9 ) 168] 62 260 95-9 111 | 4-1 ] — | —
1942 646 | 168 26 422 65-3 | 5080 91-3 |51 | 79[ 5 B
Evacs 42| 12 28-6 ] 25 59-5| 37 88 4] 95| 1|24
1943 626 | 198 31-6 | 308 63-6| 596/ 95-2130 | 48| — | —
Evacs : 17 5 204 11 64-7] 16| 94-1 1| 59 =] —
1944 606 | 188 31 302 6471580 957 |26 43| —|—
1945 766 | 250| 32-6 | 474 61-9 | 724/ 945 42| 55| — | —
1946 471 | 134]| 284 | 831 70-3 | 465/ 987 | 6| 13] —| —
ToTALS '
1935 | 2504 | 392 15 [1044 75 [2336/ 00 256 | 10 2 s
1936 2037 | 524 17-8 {2153 73-3 [2677 91-1 |246 | 8.4 | 14 -5
1937 2039 | 495, 24-3 lﬁﬂﬂ! GE-1 J1885 92-4 1458 7-3 6] -3
1938 2206 | 528 23 1611 70 2139, 9531 154 | 7 3| —
1939 1958 | 566 28-9 |1284 656 1850| 945 108 | 55| — | —
1940 *| 1744 | 453 26 |1178| 675 |1631] 93-5 113| 65| — | —
Evacs ; 538 | 137 26-5 | 365 66 492 91-4 | 46 | 8G | — | —
1941 3260 | 887 27-2 |2158 66-2 |3045 93 -4 |198 6:11] 17 ]
Evacs : 687 | 195 28-4 | 458 66-7 | 653 95 gz | 48] 1 -1
1942 2486 | 688 27-7 1631 65-6 J2319 93-2 152 | 6-1] 15 -6
Evacs : 115 | 32/ 27-8] 476 66-1: 108 93-8] 5| 4-3] 2|18
1943 1585 | 3101 19-6 J1184 74-7 1494 94-2 ]| 91| 57| — | —
Evacs : 19| &l2s-3] 13l es-4a| 18 9a72) 1| 5-3| — | —
1944 1599 | 506 316 1022 63-9 528/ 955 | 71| 44| — | —
1945 2026 | 645 318 [1274| 62 -0 L1919 904-7 ho7 | 53| — | —
1946 1506 -mil 27 6 [1044) 693 |1469 968 |47 | 31| — | —
|

e —— g samT eaT. = oo
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY MODERN EDUCATION.

STATISTICAL TABLES.

Return of Medical Inspections 1946.

i

A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Number of Code Group Inspections :—

Entrants : oo ... *1035

Third Age Group 471

1506

Number of Other Routine Inspections A

NotE.—*including 406 ‘“‘under 5's.”

B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Number of Special Inspections and Re-inspections 5944



Classification of the Nutrition of Children Inspected during the year in the
Routine Age Groups.

| A B C D
{ Number| (Ex- |[(Normal)|(Slightly| (Bad)
Age Groups |« of cellent) Sub-
Children | Normal)
Examin- ' | f
L ed. [No.| % |No| % | No.| % | No| %
« Under 5's."” . 408 | 126l31 | 206655/ 14 [ 35 — | —
> ! g |
| | ]
“ Entrants " 4 628 | 155 ﬂrﬁr 44771 | 23 4-¢i £ e
| |
« Leavers " 471 | 13428 4 331703 6| 1.3 — | —
Sy i |
| f I | |
TOTAL 1506 | 415[27 -6|104469-3] 47 | 3+)) — | —
| |
Il | I: ] !
Return of all Exceptional Children in the Arss.
1 AL At ) At | At | Atno
Category | Certified| Special | Ordin- | Inde- | School or
Schools | Schools |  ary | pendent | Institute
: Schools | Schools
| | |
|
Blind ... : . a4 i
Partially Blind .... | B ] 1
17 T i Tkl Wi 1
Partially Deaf . i) 1 1
Delicate ... | 1
Diabetic | |
Multiple Disabilities : = 1 1
Physically Handicapped | 1 F | R
Educationally Sub-Normal Children. .
At Certified At At At
Schools Public Other no School Total
Elementary | Institutions or
Schools | Institution |
19 | 3 ‘ T e
——
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RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED.

Group I.—Minor Ailments tpncludlng Uncleanliness, for which see Group IV).

2458 children suffered from Minor Aillments or Defects and received
treatment. The Defects are classified as follows :—

Diseases of the skin e 1407
Minor Eye Defects . e 389
Minor Ear Defects ... Dag
Miscellaneous | ¥ 434

Group 11.—Defective Vision and Squint (excluding Minor Eye Defects treated
as Minor Ailments—Group I.)

| No. of Defects dealt with

DEFECT OR DISEASE . Under the
| Authority’s | Otherwise Total

Scheme,

Errors of Refraction

(including Squint) | 481 — 481
Other Defect or Disease of the |
Eyes _ 67 — | 67
(excluding those recorded in |
Group I).
— !
ToTaL 548 -_— G481

Total, number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :—
{a) Under the Authority's Scheme . 206
(#) Otherwise 2 —
Total number of children who obtained or received spmta.clea
[a) Under the Authority’s Scheme . = = b 287
(6) Otherwise s 5 = 1

Group IIl.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

—

NuMBer oF DEFECTS.

Received Operative Treatment

66 - —

Under the By Private Prac- i Eeceived other Total
Authority’s |  titioner or Hos- | forms of Treat- Number
Scheme, pital apart from ment, | Treated.
. the Authority's |
| Scheme, |
' | 346 | 412
| |
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Group IV.—Uneleanliness and Verminous Conditions.
(i) Average number of visits per school made during the '_re:ar by

the School Nurses ... 34
[ii) Total Number of examinations uf ch1ldrers in the Sclmla

by School Nurses ; : o 15503
(iii) Number of individual children found uncltan : 4K2

,(iv) Number of children cleansed under arrangements made
by the Local Education Authority £ —

(v} Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—
{a) Under the Education Act, 1921 2 —
(b) Under School Attendance Byelaws fo —_

.

Group V.—Orthopaedic and Postural Deleets.
Unper THE AUTHORITY'S SCHEME.

Residential Residential | Non-residential | Total
treatment with treatment without ' treatment at an | number
education. education. orthopaedic | treated.
clinie. !
11 — 96 | 96

SPEECH THERAPY.
Therapist—Miss Gladys A. Jansson, of Bath, Associate of the British Society
of Speech Therapists.
Clinics held weekly.

MNumber of Clinics held . s 38
P ., children seen 49
5 .. attendances made by these children 239

TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE, THROAT AND EAR AT SPECIAL

CLINIC.

Number of cases referred for treatment .. A . 429
MNumber of Consultations ! E. b . Bl4
NMumber of Attendances at Clinic ... 830
Number for whom operation for tonsils and adenoids was

advised . . T4
Number who received c:pera,tu:m for tonsils and adenoids . 54
Number of other operations performed . . e 12
MNumber of cases cured . 160
Number of cases remaining under obsemtmn or treatment 208
Number of cases for whom no report is available 60

TREATMENT OF SCABIES AT THE CLEANSING STATION.
Number of Cases treated . 214
MNumber of attendances . 2010

: SCHOOL ACCIDENTS.
[here were 225 cases, mostly of a minor character, causing 455 attendances
at the Clinic.



SECONDARY GRAMMAR EDUCATION.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ATTENDING THE SWINDON
SECONDARY GRAMMAR SCHOOLS INSPECTED DURING THE YEAR
ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1946.

ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Boys oo BB
Girls e TR
Total 3 it el

Number of Special Inspections and
Re-inspections ... Tl
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RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED.

Minor Ailments.
090 children suffered from Minor Ailments or Defects and received
treatment. The Defects are classified as follows :—

Diseases of the Skin g 12
Minor Eye Defects it 19
Minor Ear Defects LE2 18
Miscellaneous v 41

treated as Minor Ailments—Group Ij.

No. of Defects dealt with.

DEFECT OR DISEASE Under the !
Authority's | Otherwise Total
| Scheme. |
Errors of Refraction :
(including Squint} .. 170 170
Other Defect or Disease of the
Eyes ... il 20 ' 20 -
(excluding those recorded in |
Group I). | t
ToTaL | 190 ' 1490
Total number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :
(a) Under the Authcnt}r s Scheme : 1
(b) Otherwise L=
Total number of children who obtained or received spectacles :
{a) Under the Authority's Scheme - : w5
(b) Otherwise 4
Group III.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.
Number of Defects.
Received Operative Treatment.
| By Private Prac-| Received Total
Under the | titioner or Hos- | other forms of Number
Authority's pital apart from | Treatment Treated.
Scheme. { the Authority’s |
i Scheme.

4 1 — 18 29




61

Group IV.—Orthopaedic and Postural Defects.

Under the Authority’s Scheme.

Non-residential
Residential Residential treatment at an Total
Treatment with treatment without orthopaedic number
education. education. clinic, treated
— — 27 27

TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE, THROAT AND EAR
AT SPECIAL CLINIG

Number of cases referred for treatment s 33
Number of consultations ; . 65
Number of attendances at Clmu: 4 68
Number for whom operation for tonsils and adenoids was advised 2
Number who received operation for tonsils and adenoids z 3
Number of other operations performed 2 1
Number of cases cured 18
Number of cases remaining under observation or treatment 12
Number of cases for whom no report is available i b 3

SCHOOL ACCIDENTS.

There were 59 cases, mostly of a minor character, causing 98 attendances at
the Clinic.

SPEECH THERAPY.

Miss Gladys A. Jansson, the Speech Therapist, saw 3 children during the year,
and they made a total of 17 attendances at her Clinics.
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DENTAL SURGEON.
(W. KENYON BERRIE, L.D.5., R.F.P.5.((:.))

To the Chairman and Members of the Swindon Education Commitiee.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report on Dental
Inspection and Treatment for the Year, 1946,

9,579 children were inspected in the Primary and Secondary
Modern Schools.

5,004 were found to require treatment.

3,710 were actually treated, making

7,655 attendances.

1,388 pupils were examined in the Secondary Grammar Schools.
688 were found to require treatment.
444 were actually treated, making

1,131 attendances.

From the Maternity Child Welfare Centres :
206 were treated.
240 children attendances and
250 Mothers™ attendances.

The Commercial, Building and Engineering Classes were also
inspected and treated, and a visit was made to a Day Nursery.

Mr. Bruce Ferguson, L.D.S., temporarily assisted us until
Mr. G. B. Westwater, L.1.5., returned from the Royal Army Dental
Corps on 1st May, 1946. Mrs. H. James resigned as a dental attend-
ant in February, 1946. Miss C. Hayward and Miss M. Mills were
appointed as dental attendants in April, 1946. Mr. K. W. Massey,
L.D.S., left to take an appointment with the Devon County Council
at the end of the year, after 16 years’ service in Swindon, a service
which was greatly appreciated, and we wish him every success in
his new post.

Appended are the Statistical Tables of the various groups.

I wish to thank all the Staff of the Health Department and
Teachers for the willing help and co-operation they have given us
during the year.

W. KENYON BERRIE,
Sentor Dental Officer.
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
Primary and Secondary Modern Education.
(1) Number of inspection made by the Dentists : —

(@) Routine age-groups :

E

m;u' 314 5| 6 ?|H|H‘IU‘11|1:€ 13 | 14 | 15
No. 4&-‘402 |z-:37 '997‘ wrmmil{wu‘nua’ms 920 (798 440 3
| A ToraL 9543
(b) Specials 36
Total (Routine and Specials) 9579
(2) Number found to require treatment H004
(3) Number actually treated 3710
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment . . 7655
(5) Half-days devoted to—Inspection : 100
['reatment 1143
Total 1_24—'3
(6} Fillings—Permanent Teeth ‘ 1957
Temporary Teeth 40
Total idﬁ
(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth _'3';
Temporary Teeth 2526
Total Eth
(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction h;ﬂ_l_
(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 445
Temporary Teeth 3662
Total Ll_d}"f
=calings - -*.EH-

Regulation Appliances

3
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
Secondary Grammar and Further Education.

(1) Number of inspections made by the Dentists :—
(a) Routine age-groups :

Age 10 11| 12| 13 | [4‘ 15 |

16 ‘ 17 | 18 i 19
| ' i
|

! '5“:51{}4_277 267 | 273 | 193 | 81| 40| 3
- i | - -

3 N o L ToraL - 13846
(b) Specials 2
Total (Routine and Specials) EB_E;
(2) Number found to require treatment _ﬁbh
(3) Number actually treated : 444
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment : 1131
(h) Half-days devoted to—Inspection 13
Treatment 150
Total ) . I—ﬂé
(6) Fillings—Permanent Teeth 714

Temporary Teeth -

Total 714

(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth : _@
Temporary Teeth i 74

Total 243

(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction 112

(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 31
Temporary Teeth 54

Total __"e‘;.;

Scalings o T 2

Dentures — partial 1
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Day Commercial School,
(1) Number of inspections made by the Dentists—

(@) Routine age-groups :

—

| i
Age 14 - 15 16 17 I 18
61 l 75 27 ] ] 1

I i

TotaL 169
(b) Specials —
ToraL (Routine and Specials) 169
(2) Attendances made by children for treatment 62
(3) Half-days devoted to—Inspection 2
(4) Fillings—Permanent Teeth 29
Temporary Teeth —
ToraL 29
(5) Extractions—Permanent Teeth 17
Temporary Teeth -—
ToraL 17

(6) Administrations of general anaesthetics for
extractions 5
(7) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 4
Temporary Teeth 4
TotAL 8
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DENTAL INSPECTIONS AND TREATMENT.
Engineering and Building School.

(1) Number of inspections made by the Dentists :—

(#) Routine ...
(b) Specials ..

Total (Routine and Specials) ....

(2) Number found to require treatment

(3) Number actually treated

(4) Attendances made by children for treatment
(6) Half-days devoted to Inspection ...

(6) Fillings—Permanent teeth ...
Temporary teeth ...

Total

(7) Extractions-—Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth

Total

(8) Administrations of general anaesthetics for extractions ...

(£ Other operations—Permanent teeth
Temporary teeth

Total

Scalings

b=

[,_,«—;l-—-:;;

e

W[@'J‘JH—
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