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BOROUGH OF SWINDON

COMPOSITION OF COMMITTEES AND STAFF

HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE

His Worship the Mayor (Alderman C. R. PaLMER, ].P.)

Alderman G. H. SELman (Chairman) Councillor N. V. Toze

- C. 5. MACPHERSON ( Vice- Chatrman)

o W. ]J. Davis B W. K. Ropins

S J. Boxp . A. J. L. Tomss

. L. CALDERWOOD, B.A.LL.E. i L. J. NEewman

Cuum.:jlll:rr . 5. T. FEWINGS - Miss E. C. M. MiLLin

e W. PINNEGAR 2 T. G. Gay

] Mrs_ F. TuoMas o H. V. Boun

e Mrs. L. A. GRIFFIN n C. E. ToMmEs

. 8. H. HARRISON o H. THORPE

2 Mrs. J. RopinsonN A, LEONARD

Councillor M. WEBB

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE SUEB-COMMITTEE

(Consisting of all the members of the Health and Welfare Committee, and
the following co-opted members) ;

Mrs. W. Draprr, Mrs. H. A. Scumirz, Mrs. F. Mogrgis,
Mrs. A. W. LEigHRIELD (G.W.R. Medical Fund Society).

Toun Clerk—D. Murray Joun, Esq., O.BE.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEFPARTMENT
Medical Officer of Health—LiywerLyN Roserts, M.D., MR.C.P., D.P.H.

Depusty Medical Officer of Health (Temporary)—AxcEr V. B. CRAWFoRD
M.EB., D.P.H.

Assistant Medical Officer of Health (Temporary)—Rose M. Dﬂulm:ﬁ
M.B., D.P.H. resigned Aug. 1945.

*

Consulignt Staff.
Ophthalmic Surgeon .

OLivEr B. Pratr, M.A., M.B., B.Ch,, DO. (Oxon.), M.R.C.5,, LR.C.P.

Orthopaedic Surgeon - —
M. F. ForresTER Browr, M.D. (Lond.), M.S.

Pedialvician -—
Dr. BervyL CornEr, M.D,, M.E.C.F,

Consulting Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon :—
A. Leign, Esq., F.R.C.5.

Speech Therapist —

Miss GLapys A. Jansson, Bath, Associate of the British Society of Speech
Therapists.



PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT. STAFF— Confinued.

Chief Sanitary Inspecior . —
F. H. BEavis.

Additional Santtary Inspectors .—
H. A. BaNnwELL
F. R. G. SELwooD
E. H. HoLroyD
K. A. Law

Assistant Sanilary Inspector (Tempovary)—A. E. WARMINGER

Dental Surgeons :—
W. Kenvon Berrie, L.D.S., RF.P5.G.
KeEnweTH W. Massey, L.D S,
G. Buist WEsTWaATER, L.D.5.,, RC.5.*
B. FErcusson (Temporary) commenced 1/11 /45,

Sentor Health Visitor and School Nurse—Mrs. W. M. LuMLEY.

Health Visilors and School Nurses :—

Miss 1. D. SAMPSON Miss W. ParKINS
Miss A. HAwEKINS Miss J. D. WriGgaT, commenced 7 /5 /45
Miss D. E. WarTe Miss E. Jowes, commenced 14 [5 /45

Temporary Health Visiting and School Nwrsing Dulies—Mrs, L. M. Day.

Social Welfare Worker—DMiss A, ]. Org.

Municipal Midwives \—
Miss O. M. TrepgLL, Extern Service of Maternity Home.
Miss ID. M. Fooks, B i o o
Miss N, NEaL i o 4 i
Miss . M. ToxNGe, commenced 9 [5 /45
Mrs. A. V. INGRaM
Mrs, H. M. M. MORTIMORE
Miss W. [. SHEPPARD

Matvon, Swindon Municipal Malernity Home and Training Cenive . —
Miss D. Hawcock.

Matron, Swindon Isolation Hospital :—
Miss F. A. SsmiTH.

Matrons, War-time Nurseries :—
Upham Road Mrs. S. Barxes, State Registered Fever-trained.
Broad Street Miss E. W. CHIVERS
Pinehurst Miss ¥. R. H. CuarreLL, S.R.N.



PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT. STAFF-— Continusd.

Clevical Staff .—
Head Clerk—5. MansrFigLp DEE
Senior Clerk Pablic Health Service—W. M. WaTt1s.
As istant Clerks—W. H. Paur*
A. M. R. Jougs®*
D. A. OwWER®*

Temporary Staff—Mrs. M, I*. H. Dave (left the service, Dec., 1944).
Miss L. M. RawLinGgs
Mrs. M. E. SHARFE
Mrs. C, M. Gan
Miss M. Corrixns (left the service 28 /7 /45)
Mrs, Db, M. MorTivMER (left the service 8 /07/45)
Miss P. J. RusseLL {commenced 27 (8 /45)

Senior Clerk School Medical Service—]. W. Davy*®

Clinical Clerks ; Miss . L. Norris
- . (Temporary) Mrs. E. M. STEFHENS
¥ " - Miss E. H. Barnes

Miss A, Hirier
{left the service 23 [6 [45)

Fi BE FE

- e v ; Miss J. IDRAFPER
Dental Attendants . Mrs. E. FurLey
{(Temporary) .. Mrs. H. JaMmEs
Keedlework Demonstrator 3 Miss M. Jomsox
Disinfector .. e o s G, MorLE®
Rat Catcher ... .. 5. F. WAKEFIELD

* On Active Service,
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH for the Year 1945.

Public Health Department,
Civie Offices,

SWINDON.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Swindon.

Mr. Mavor, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the
year 1945 which has been prepared on the lines suggested by the
Ministry of Health Circular 0000.

It is still not possible to present as full an annual report as
one did in the days before the War, but the general health statistics
of the town are fully recorded.

As mentioned in my previous Annual Report all the records
are carefully preserved for future reference.

Certain alterations occurred in the staff of the Public Health
Department during the year. Doctor R. M. Domican, who was
appointed 1n October, 1944, resigned in August, 1945. Mr. B,
Ferguson, L.D.S., was appointed as Temporary Dentist in Novem-
ber, 1945, owing to the continued absence on war-service of Mr. G.
B. Westwater.

Two Health Visitors, Miss J. D. Wright and Miss E. Jones,
also commenced duties during this year.

Certain members of the Staff were still on war-service and
their places have been temporarily filled by temporary staff.

Notes on the Vital Statisties.

On the whole, the statistics for the year follow the general
trend of the National Statistics, but there are certain interesting
and noteworthy points. Following the very high birth rate of
1944 it was not surprising to find that the nuinber of births had
declined and the birth rate had decreased from 21.02 (1944) to
17.68 for 1945.

On the other hand, the Infant Mortality Rate is the lowest in
the history of the town and it is very gratifying to report that there
were no maternal deaths during the year.



5]

The still-birth rate is also a more satisfactory figure.

There is one point that reflects the disturbed state of the time,
namely the high illegitimate rate amounting to the unprecedented
percentage of 12.68 of the total births, in other words, of the 1,159
births which were accredited to Swindon, 147 were illegitimate.
Each of these births presents a double problem ; the question of the
mother’s care, before, during and after the birth has to be considered
and also the welfare and future of the child often presents a serious
problem.

To asist in this matter the Council have appointed a Social
Worker, and made arrangements for facilitating adoption and have
also assisted in the matter of providing satisfactory foster mothers.
It is therefore gratifying to report that the illegitimate death rate
is low, comparing very favourably with the Infant Death Rate
from all causes.

Death Rate.

The all-over death rate has slightly increased from the low
level of 1944. This is almost entirely due to the increase in the
number of deaths which have occurred from heart disease. Many
other causes of death show a definite decline, although there has
been a small increase in the number of deaths from cancer.

Amongst the causes of death which show a decline are the deaths
from road traffic accidents. The number of deaths {rom this cause
in 1944 were 12, whereas in 1945 only 3 such deaths have been
reported.

Infectious Diseases.

DipaTHERIA—Only 15 cases of diphtheria were notified during
the year and of these only 3 were confirmed cases, and not a single
death from diphtheria nor from scarlet fever occurred.

No cases of typhoid or paratyphoid were notified.

The number of cases of puerperal pyrexia also shows a decline
from the previous year, but it must be remembered that there were
fewer births in 1945.

The number of notified cases of dysentery remains about the
same and as was mentioned in my report for 1944, there must be
many cases of this condition which are not notified.

The number of cases of measles declined from 759 in 1944, to
437 in 1945, and there were no deaths in either year.

Whooping Cough similarly showed a decline from 119 in 1944,
to 89 in 1945, and again it is pleasant to record that there were
no deaths from this disease in either year,
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The total number of cases of notified Infectious Diseases is
753, of which 77 were admitted into hospital. There were 33
deaths, all but two of which were due to pneumonia. The other
two deaths being due to cerebro-spinal fever and polioencephalitis.

Tuberculosis.

There were more cases of tuberculosis notified during this
vear than for any of the previous war years. This is very likely
due to the fact that mass radiography was employed in the town
and a number of cases, which presumably were in the early stages,
were discovered.

The death rate from respiratory tuberculosis shows no increase.

Owing to staffing shortage at the Winsley Sanatorium the
Committee was compelled to suspend admissions and at the end of
the year the two Swindon beds were unoccupied.

Water Supply.

The water supply of the area has been satisfactory in quality
and quantity. The service is a piped one and no dwelling in the
Borough is without water supply. There are altogether 21 wells
in the area and 35 houses are totally supplied from wells. Approx-
imately, the population supplied by public water mains (1) direct
to the house, is 66,880, (2) by means of standpipes, 100.

30 examinations of the water supply have been carried out
during the year and bacteriological examinations of the water have
been satisfactory. The chemical evaluations have been satisfact-
ory apart from the fact that there has been some deposit of iron
in the water which at times causes it to be slightly unpalatable
b ut which cannot be considered a danger to health. The water
is a hard one and has no plumbo solvency.

It has not been necessary to take any action in respect of
contamination during the vear. X

The vear under review has shown no amelioration of the staff
difficulties which I have mentioned in previous reports, and which
are becoming a feature of the annual reports of most Medical
Officers. The scope of the work has increased and the further
responsibilities have been accepted most willingly by all the staff,
clerical and technical. 1 would like to take this opportunity of
thanking them most sincerely for without their earnest co-operation
it would not have been possible to carry on.

[ also would like to thank the Health Committee and the
Eclur:atirm Committee for their understanding and unfailing
support and co-operation.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

LLYWELYN ROBERTS,

CIVIC OFFICES, Medical Officer of Health.
SWINDON,
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VITAL STATISTICS.

Registrar-General's estimate of population for 1945 65.520
Census, 1931 62,401
Tables of Comparison.

Births and Deaths—  Total Rate
1945 1944 1943 1942 '_ 1945 1944 1943 1942
Live Births 1159 1409 1187 1174 | ' 17.68 21.02 17.56 17.03
Deaths 741 720 739 765 ! 11.31 10.87 1093 11.09
Maternal Deaths— |
From Puerperal Sepsis — 2 1 — el diiis WiEs -
Other Puerperal Causes — 3 2 3| — 206 165 248
Infant deaths under ,
l year . 38 49 60 44 | 32.79 34.78 50.55 37.48
Deaths within 10 days ;
of birth 19 26 28 280 — — R b
Stillbirths 33 48 23 36 — L ik S
Deaths from diarrhoea |
in children under 2 yrs. — 3 3 1| — — s
Deaths from cancer 126 121 110 114, — - — 2
By ,, measles — - — — — B
= ., whooping ,
cough — 1 1 1] — — — —
1945 1944 1943 1942 1941 1940 1939
No. of births 1169 1409 1187 1174 1107 958 848
Birth Rate 17.68 21.02 17.66 17.03 15.756 14.77 14.04
No. of illegitimate births 147 106 85 55 (2 39 30
[llegitimate birth rate (per
1,000 population) .. 224 158 126 0.80 0.87 0.60 0.66
Illegitimate birth rate (per
100 total births) 12,689, 7.52%, 7.16%, 4.68%, 5.6%), 4.07%, 4.59%,
No. of births in Matcrmh
Home 488 H66 489 a63 636 675 581
Death Rate 11.31 10.87 1093 11.09 1143 1535 1254

Infant Mmtality Rate
Illegitimate death rate

32.79

34.78
27.21 7547

H0.55

HEALTH INDICES.

Physicians available per 10,000 population
Public Health nurses per 10,000 population

Percentage of infants under 1 year attending clinics
Percentage of expectant mothers receiving pre-natal nurmng care
under Corporation scheme

Diphtheria Immunisation :

Percentage of children under 5 years immunised
Percentage of immunisations performed on children 5-15

37.48
94.12 90.90112.90 102.56

5H.75 61.43 3542

25.0

b LT

=1

539%

369,
689,



CAUSES OF DEATH,

1945.

(Registrar-General’s Official Returns).

CAUSES Males | Females| Total
'E

Typhoid and Paratyphoid fever — = —
Cerebro-spinal fever : 1 1
Scarlet Fever — — -
Whooping Cough e B -
Diphtheria — — —
Tuberculosis of ResPIratnIy S}rstEm 17 5 22
Other forms of tuberculosis b 3 B
].r hilitic diseases 1 - 1
uenza [i] 2 T
Meaalas — — —
Acute polio-myelitis and p-nImﬁnmphaht:s — 1 1
Acute infantile encephalitis — = o
Cancer of Buccal Cﬂ.vltF and Desuphagua b | — i
,,» 0f uterns — | 12 12
,, of stomach and duodenum 13 | 11 24
. of breast . —_ | 8 8
of all other sites 44 32 76
D:a.betf.s o 2 — 2
Intracranial ﬂ.ra.scular Iesmns a7 44 81
Heart disease 115 113 228
Other diseases of I:II'EIJ|EI.fﬂl'}I' ﬁystern 11 8 19
Bronchitis 19 15 34
Pneumonia 16 15 31
Other respiratory diseases 4 5 9
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum 5 —_ 41
Diarrhoea under two years SR | = CEd
Appendicitis 1 2 3
Other digestive diseases T 10 17
Nephritis 8 8 17
Puerperal and post-abortion S'E]]‘T:]E - = =
Other maternal causes — = —_
Premature birth ] 8 17

Congenital malformation, birth m_lury infantile
disease ; (i} (i} 12
Suicide 2 3 i}
Road traffic accidents —_ 3 3
Other violent causes 7 2 9
All other causes 43 35 78
384 367 741
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Diphtheria Immunisation.

A gratifyving increase in the number of attendances for “‘com-
plete protections™ has occurred during the vear and the number
of tests conducted to discover whether the child is completely :
immunised (Schick test) also shows an increase.

The diagram used for the first time in 1944 to show the state
of immunisation in the town has been set out to show the number
of immunisations carried out in 1945, and the state of immunity
among the children.

The attendances at the immunisation clinic for the vear were
as follows :(—

Total number of attendances 4230

Total number of children completely immunised 1016
(@) Under 5 years of age 661
(b) Over 5 years 355

Total number of Schick tests performed 818
Negative 717
Positive . 1
Results not known e 100

Treatment of Scabies.

Since the inception of this clinic, the bathing of the men has
been undertaken by one of the Civil Defence personnel and upon
the closing down of the organisation it was decided to appoint a
male attendant in addition to the female attendant.

There is still a demand for the treatment of skin conditions
and, although the figures are not as high as during the war years,
l'_|l{*lf' is a slight increase in the number of cases and attendances
over last year.

No. of No. of

cases. altendances.
Men . ) 246 274
Women : s o8 L 493 o4l
Children :-—
School children ... 454 494
Infant Welfare cases ... 171 187
1364 1496

Ambulance and Transport Service.
The transport work carried on by or in conjunction with the
Health Services is as follows :(—

Borough Ambulance Service.
Four ambulances—Talbot 1933, Wolseley (converted private
car) 1941, Sunbeam (1931 private car converted in 1943 into a
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temporary ambulance), Austin 1943 utility type--are stationed at
the Isolation Hospital. As in previous vears a twenty-four hour
service was continued.

Work carried out by the Borough Ambulances
(1) transport of infectious disease ;
(11) transport of accidents ;
(iii) transport of persons to and from hospitals and
Maternity Home ;
(iv) transport of bedding and clothing for fumigation,

Work carried out by the Civil Defence Service—
Assisting in emergencies in all the work of the Borough ambu-
lance and also
(i) occasionally conveying patients to the Emergency
Maternity Homes ;
(1) conveying midwives when necessary ;
(ii1) conveying children to the War-time Nurseries ;
(iv) conveying vitamins to the depots in the town and
the surrounding area ;
(v) assisting in the transport of staff to the cooking depots
and of food to the War-time Nurseries.

Transpert work carried out by the Voluntary Car Pool (V.C.P.)—
(i) transport of sick persons to and from hospitals and
out-patients departments ;
(11) transport of mothers to Bradford-on-Avon Emer-
gency Maternity Home ;
(iii) transport of persons who are obliged to travel and who
are too ill to do so safely in public conveyances.

Upon the cessation of the Civil Defence service and the closing
down of the Voluntary Car Pool the responsibility for the following
services was taken over by the Medical Officer of Health’s Depart-
ment :

[i] transport of food and children to the War-time Nur-
series ;
(1) transport of vitamins to the selling depots in the
Borough and the surrounding districts ;
(iii) transport of personnel to the cooking depot ;
(iv) transport of mothers to Bradford-on-Avon and to the
Swindon Maternity Home ;
(v) transport of patients to and from hospitals and out-
patient departments ;
(vi) transport of midwives.

To cover this increased work one converted ambulance and
two sitting-case cars were taken over from the Civil Defence organ-
isation and three women drivers employed.
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The following table gives comparative figures of the journeys
made by the Borough ambulances :—
1945 1944 1943 1942 1941 1940

Transport of Infectious

Cases 148 229 2564 195 419 870
Transport of Non-Infect-
1011S Cases 1270 701 1202 1097 907 846

Transport of bedding for

disinfection and laun-

dry 1788 748 1127 1380 4072 1910
Civil Defence ambulance

journeys for transport

of non-infectious cases — 543 437 332 9293 —

The following i1s a record of the mileage undertaken by the
subsidiary vehicles now included in the Medical Officer of Health’s

trd.napnrt SEIVICE -—

British Restaurants . e e e 942
War-time Nurseries = . 2562
Food Office . : .. 1280
Removal of Patients to hnspltdh 1188
Convevance of Midwives 392
Convalescent Home : : . R
Conveyance of Doctors .. 141
Conveyance of Patients to Bladfﬂrd-on-r\vﬂn : 146
Special journeys for other Departments . 275
Service maintenance . 53

Bacteriological Examination.
Number of specimens examined during the year, 1945 :—

Swindon and North Wilts Victoria Hospital 2049
St. Margaret’s Hospital, Stratton 191
G.W.R. Medical Fund Society 840
[solation Hospital ; 472
Swindon Maternity Home . 199
Public Health Department . .. 738
Military Units e o Ly
Private Practitioners ot ; 4 179
Eastcott Hill Clinic 155

4906

Analysis of Water and Sewage Effluent. Resignation of Mr. W.R. Bird.
Following the resignation of Mr. W. R. Bird, who had been
Water Analyst to the Swindon Corporation for over 20 years,
arrangements were made for the analysis of water as follows :—
(@) bacteriological analysis to be carried out at the Patho-
logical Laboratory.
(#) Chemical analysis to be performed by the Public Analyst
for the Borough.
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Insulin.

The facihities for providing insulin free or at a reduced rate
continued during 1945 and four cases were assisted under the
scheme.

Examination of Staff.
The following medical examinations were undertaken by the
medical officers during 1945 :-
Nursing staffs, Maternity Home, Isolation Hospital,
Health Visitors, Midwives, War-time Nurseries 43
f'-'-upf:remnurttiﬂn and other examinations for other
Corporation Departments 178

Convalescent Home,

Although it has not been possible to open the Convalescent
Home, it 1s hoped that the Home will be ready to accept patients
in 1946,

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

I would like to mention my thanks to the North Wilts District
Nursing Association who have given us assistance over occasional
maternity cases which had to be treated at home and where it was
not desirable for a midwife to attend because of the danger of
infection.

Swindon Municipal Maternity Home.
Borough County Evacuees Totals

No. of cases in the Home on

Ist January, 1945 20 4 — 24 patients

19 infants

No .of Maternity cases ad-

mitted during the year 390 130 2 522
No. of expectant mothers

admitted for hospital

treatment during the year

(included above) o O 35 - 98
No. of cases remaining in the

Home on 31st December,

1945 . ] 4 — 25 patients
23 infants
No. of cases delivered by :—
(@) Midwives 321 110 2 433
(6) Doctors 45 1) 55
No. of cases admitted after
delivery 1 — 1 2

No. of cases in which medical
assistance was sought by
midwives SR b)) 71 —_— 241



No. of cases notified as Puer-
peral Pyrexia

No. of cases notified as oph-
thalmia neonatorum

No. of cases of pemphigus
neonatorum

No. of infants who have at
any time received a sup-
plementary or comple-
mentary feed while in the
Maternity Home

No. of infants wholly breast-
fed on leaving the Home

No. of infants wholly arti-
ficially fed

There were no maternal deaths.

18

14

2

59

270

24

23

82

Borough County Evacuees

There were 14 stillbirths and 9 infant deaths.

Causes of death :—
Stillbirths— Prematurity

Accidental Haern-;:hrrhagf:.
Congenital Malformation
Macerated foetus

Injury at birth .
Maternal toxaemia

Post maturity

Infant deaths— Pr{*matunti.‘ A

Congenital ‘Malformation
Injury at birth

Asphyxia

1otals
18

<
-

352
32

e L5 e B G e RS e

A new method of recording details of ante-natal care, the
labour and puerperium has been used in the Maternity Home and
in this way it will be easier to obtain certain important statistics,

and to compare them year by year.

The following statistics are

included this year in order to give a better picture of the work
that is carried out in the ‘lﬂatvrnlh Home, and the type of patient

that 15 admitted :—
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STATISTICS RELATING TO THE BOROUGH OF SWINDON

B

=

.

-
-

MATERNITY HOME FOR THE YEAR, 1945.

Number of Married and Single Women admitted during the year.

Married—488. Single—34. Total-—522,
Number of Booked and Emergency cases admiited during the
year.
Booked—451. Emergency—71. Total—522,
Number of Borough and County cases, elc., admitied during the
year.
Borough-—390. County—130. Evacuee—2.

Total—522  (including 63 Borough and 35 County patients
admitted for ante-natal treatment.)

Sets of twins born during the year.
(@) Male—3. (b) Female—3. (¢) Male and Female—2.
Total—3.
1 set of Male twins died within 8 hours of birth,
1 set Female twins died at 10 days.
1 male twin died within five minutes of birth.

Number of infanis wholly breastfed on leaving Institution,

Borough—270. County—82, Total—352.
Number of infants whelly artificially fed on leaving Institution.
Borough—24. County—8. Total—32.

Number of infanis who at any time received supplementary or
complementary feeds while in Institution.
Borough—=a9. County—23. Total—82.
Causes of Infant deaths which occurred in the Maternily Home
during the year.
1 Twin birth—prematurity.
2 Spina bifida meningitis.
3 Meningocele haemorrhage.
4 Prematurity.
5 Intra cranial haemorrhage.
6 Operation for imperforate anus. Some malformation
of oesophagus discovered.
Prematurity—twin birth.
Macerated foetus.
Asphyxia,

S oo =1

SUMMARY
Prematurity
Congenital malformations
Injury at birth
Asphyxia

I-::|a—l|—|h.f.¢
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11. Number of deliveries in which

(a)
(B)
()
(d)
()
(f)
(€)
(k)

(i)
(7)

22

Inductions (surgical)

Inductions (medical)

Forceps, low

Forceps, high or difficult

Manual removal of placenta

Blood and serum transfusions

Craniotomy

Cacsarian Section—(1) lower seg.
(2) classical

Difficult manual delivery or interference

Prolapsed cord

Post-partum hacmorrhage (over 20 ozs.)

interference was necessary.

=

1
26
36

';_—_w

-
i

10
1
49 cases

In a few cases interference may fall under more than one
heading, e.g., one case might require induction and delivery by

forceps.

122, Number of cases of Pyrexia and notifiable pyrexia—including

B

infeclion.

r—i e e e e — s e

*ara. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Para. Total

b2

3 4 5 6 s SRS | 9 10 11

12

[IRE RS oW A e

— s

- 24
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13. Number of emergencies and causes.

e oo S R e e e

1B | | B |
:"'.ga! Para. Cause Age C iPara. Cause
| | | e
f Ante-partum | ‘ ’
- haemorrhage. | | |
44 | C | 14 136 B 3| Breech and delayed lab.
4|C| 2 26 | B| 1| Delayed 1st stage
3 | C| 4 24 | B| 1 ! Delayed labour
38 |1C| 3 18 | B| 1 | Delayed labour
21 | B| 1 And Breech 25 | B| 1| Delayed labour
25 | C 2 | Severe. Placenta prae-| 28 | C | 1 | Obstructed labour
40 | C | 7  wia and toxaemia of | 40 | C | 4 | Obstructed labour
pregnancy 21 | C | 1 | Urgent induction
L 1 IR l Surgical induction
- Toxaemia. 22 1 C | 1| Pyelitis
18 | C | 28 | C | 3 | Pyelitis and vomiting of
el B 2 il reg.
231 L | & 36 | B| 2 | Surgical induction
22 | Bl 1 | 34 ‘ C | 1 | Disproportion
28| C| 3 39 | B| 7 | Hydramnios and foetal
YWiG] 3 | abnormality
! 26 | B| 2 | Transverse lie and surgi-
21| B 1 | mevere toxaemia | cal induction
31 | C | 12 | Twin pregnancy ' 37 | B 2 | Albuminuria. and poor
20 | B| 1 Adherent placenta | condition
34 i B| 3 Placenta praevia | 38 | B 3 | Bad obstretrical history
19 | C | 1 Placenta praevia | 31 | €| 3 | Previous bad obst. histry
29 | B| 3 | Bicornuate uterus | and induction
31| B| 1| Breechforversion |33 | C| 2 | Poor general condition
26 | B| 1 | Breech for version | 18 | C | 1| Poor mental condition
38 | B| 3 | Breech for version 18 | B| 1 | Forinvestigation & care
23 | B 1 Breech presentation 25 | C 1 | No arrangements maie
24 | B! 2| Not had ante-natal care
| 28 B | 1 | Noarrangements mace
24 | C | 1 | No arrangements made
i 27 | C | 2 | No arrangements made
| | | |
. | .
9 patients Bradford-on-Avon 12 patients, Social conditions o

14. Number of Stillbirths occurring in the Home during the year
and causes.
Prematurity
Accidental haemorrhage
Congenital malformations
Macerated foetus
Injury at birth
Maternal toxaemia
Post maturity

| ;l ——hS S 4 b —
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Maternity Home.

Continued difficulty was experienced in accommodating all
the expectant mothers who wished to enter the Municipal Maternity
Home. Domiciliary confinement was advised wherever possible
and where home conditions permitted, the services of the home-
helps being offered to the mothers. Although every effort was
made to accommodate all cases in Swindon, it was necessary to
transfer 56 Swindon mothers to the Emergency Maternity Home,
Bradford-on-Avon.

Appointment of Anaesthetist.

The number of cases of obstetrical interference required a very
highly skilled anaesthetist and Dr. Brinkworth has been appointed
as the consultant anaethetist for the Maternity Home.

Training in Gas and Air Analgesia.

[t has been the desire of the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee to provide this training for the midwives and also to
make arrangements for Gas and Air Analgesia to be provided for
the mothers. It is now also a condition of qualification of a mid-
wife that she should have received this training and pass an exam-
ination. It was felt that the appointment of a consultant anaethet-
ist would assist in this matter and since January, 1946, this training
of the Midwives has been provided so that better facilities for
analgesia can be provided for the mothers.

Maternity Home Annexe.

Despite a great shortage of staff which was experienced through-
out the year, it became possible on November 1st to open the Annexe
at 83 Bath Road. The number of maternity cases in the Home at
any time fluctuates considerably and already the Annexe has proved
of great value in easing the burden upon the Maternity Home.

It might be wise to mention here that adding beds in the
Annexe cannot proceed indefinitely as the “bottle neck” in the
Maternity Home is the Labour Ward, and if it is contemplated that
more maternity beds will be required, it will also be necessary to
extend the provision of labour wards.

Domiciliary Midwifery.

The difficulties associated with this service and mentioned in
the Report for 1944 have not decreased. One of the Midwives was
ill for most of the year.

The difficulties of transport were mentioned in my previous
report, but they have to some extent been overcome by arranging
for night calls to be covered by the Corporation Ambulance Service
and also by the part use of Ambulance cars which belonged to the
Civil Defence Service,
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Since the passing of the last Midwives Act in 1936 and the
extension in the training of midwives, the scope of the work has
increased. More ante-natal work has been undertaken and the
standard of midwife care is rising. Perhaps the most interesting
development is the increasing attention given to the social care of
the mother and family. The midwife now appreciates that she is
part of a team for providing in as complete a way as possible for
the mother and family during the anxious and often difficult times
associated with child birth.

Maternal Deaths.
There were no maternal deaths.

Home Help Service.
The Home Help service which was instituted in 1943 continued
to give much appreciated assistance in the home.

Charges made for the Home Help vary according to the income
and circumstances of the family. The Home Help service is booked
in advance and the “Help” always visits the mother prior to the
confinement in order to make the necessary arrangements.

Altogether they undertook the care of 42 mothers and their
work consists of running the home, undertaking the shopping and
‘the cooking and generally in relieving the mother.

Nursing Home.

There 1s one Home registered within the Borough of Swindon.
This Home provides for ten beds which can be used for either
maternity or other purposes.

Ante-Natal and Post-natal Clinics.

Five ante-natal clinics and two-post natal clinics are provided,
642 women attended the ante-natal clinics and 121 women attended
the post-natal clinics.

Assistance for Householders in cases of Epidemics.

In response to Ministry of Health Circular 196/45 preliminary
arrangements were made in conjunction with the various voluntary
societies and youth organisations—W.V.S,, British Red Cross
Society, St. John Ambulance Brigade—and a scheme prepared to
assist in the homes of Swindon should an epidemic occur. For-
tunately, it was not necessary to put these plans into operation.

Health Visiting.

The health visiting staff consists of one senior health wvisitor
and six health visitors, who are engaged as school nurses and as
health wvisitors for children up to the age of five years.
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The following visits were undertaken by the Health Visitors :—

First visits to mothers and children _ ) 1313
Re-visits _ : : A 3804
Visits to children aged 1-5 5 5789
Visits to expectant mothers % 103
Infant death and stillbirth enquiries 8 38
Infectious disease visits | 744
Visits to cases of tuberculosis 147
Child Life Protection visits oo 155

Total Visits " : A ... 12003

Treatment Centres and Clinics.

There are five Infant Welfare Centres provided in the Borough,
as follows :—

61, Eastcott Hill, Swinden Monday 2—5 pam.**
Wednesday 2—5 p.m.*
Friday 2—bHpm.*
Pinehurst Clinic, Beech Avenue Tuesday  2—5 p.m.*
Trinity Methodist Schoolroom,
Cricklade Road Wednesday 2—4.30 p.m.**
Methodist Schoolroom, Romsey
Street, Rodbourne Thursday 2—4.30 p.m.**
Moredon Community Centre Thursday 2—4.30 p.m.**

*Doctor in attendance.
**Doctor in attendance alternate weeks.

These sessions are available for consultation and advice for
mothers, and children up to the age of five years.

Services of Children’s Specialist.

Dr. Beryl Corner continued to hold sessions at fortnightly
intervals f]urmg the vear and children were referred to her clinic
from the assistant medical officers and from general practitioners.

No. of clinics held : 22

No. of children seen : : 71
School children 38
Maternity and Child Welfare cases 33

No. of consultations and attendances 96
School children 49

Maternity and Child Welfare cases 47
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Dental Scheme.
The dental service facilities were available for ante-natal and
post-natal cases and for children under school age.
094 women availed themselves of the service.
45 artifimal dentures, 1 remake and 2 repairs were com-
pleted.
91 children were referred for treatment.
503 total number of attendances.
68 teeth were extracted under local anaesthetics.
61 teeth were extracted under general anaesthetics.
A dental inspection was carried out at the Pinehurst Day
Nursery and of the 20 children seen 6 were referred for treatment.

Orthopaedic Treatment.

Children under school age attend the Orthopaedic Clinic held
at the Isolation Hospital and the following are the particulars
relating to this service :—

No. of cases seen by Orthopaedic Surgeon 36
No. of consultations and attendances 68
No. of attendances at Sister’s Clinic - 260
No. of cases seen at the Orthopaedic Observation

Clinic 76
No. of consultations and attendances 103
No. of cases treated in Hospital (Bath and Wessex

Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital) 2

Ophthalmic Treatment.
The following children under five were referred to Mr. O. B.
Pratt, the ophthalmic specialist :—

No, of cases seen 64
Errors of refraction 28
Other defects 36
No. of consultations 113
No. of attendances at clinic 126
No. of cases for whom spectacles were prescribed 10
No. of cases for whom spectacles were obtained
through the scheme 10

Child Life Protection—Public Health Act, 1936.
Number of Foster Mothers on the registers at the

end of the year 6
Number of Foster Children under the superwqmn

of the local authority 6
Number of Foster Mothers who are guaranteed

payment by the Welfare Authority 2

These boarded out children are subject to constant super-
vision by the Child Life Protection Officers. Altogether, 155
supervisory visits were paid.

The Foster Mother Scheme adopted by the Health Committee
guarantees a weekly sum of 17s. 6d. for the care of the children and
the mother is asked to contribute according to her means.
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Domestic Help Service.

Concern has been felt regarding the older members of the
population and the sick who in these difficult times were not able
to undertake shopping expeditions or to look after their houses
because of infirmity or illness. An approach was made earlier in
the year to certain voluntary .:Lgencms who did assist in this matter,
but it was felt that this service should be one for which the com-
munity as a whole would be responsible.

A Government Circular was issued on the 14th December,
1944, allowing local authorities to provide domestic helps to cover
the duties above-mentioned. Altogether three were appointed and
their services have been much appreciated.

Adoption of Children.

25 children were under supervision at the end of the year.
The Social Worker was responsible for making the adoption arrange-
ments in 14 cases.

The Care of Illegitimate Children—Home for Pre-Natal and
Post-Natal Care and Residential Nursery.
Arrangements were completed for the purchase of a large
house adjoining the Maternity Home Annexe.

War-time Nurseries,

The work of the War-time Nurseries continues, although it is
anticipated that there will be a decrease in the number of mothers
availing themselves of the service when more normal industrial
conditions prevail.

Three day nurseries—Upham Road, Broad Street and Pine-
hurst—remained open during the year. There were staffing dii-
ficulties particularly with the senior staff at the Pinehurst Day
Nurserv—this necessitated a certain amount of additional super-
vision by the medical officers and the health visitors, There was
also a small outbreak of Sonne dysentery at the Pinchurst Nursery.

War-time Nurseries— Statistics.

No. of chil- Total number
dren on reg- of attendances.
ister at the Six months.
end of the Jan.— June July—Dec
Upham Rd. Day year.
Nursery . Under 2 9
2—56 22 3267 3556
Broad St. Day
Nursery ... Under2 7 3977 3085
2—5 25

Pinehurst Day
Nursery .... Under 2 14 3355 3271
2—5 19
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Table Showing the Approximate Number of Children in the Borough under
Five Years of Age in the years 1938 —1945.

(This table has been corrected for infant deaths in the first year, but not for

subsequent years.)

1934

1935

Infants 1936
born

in 1937

years
1938

1939

1940

i 1941
1942
1943
1044

1945

- I

Children under 5 in the Borough in years :—
1938 | 1939 ;1n4nf 1941 | 1042 1943 1944 | 1045
727 |
700 | 709
753 | 753 | 753
72| 712 | 712 | 712
791 | 748 | T48 | T48 | 748 |
3692 ! .
848 | 813 | 813 | 813 | 813 |
3770 | I |
958 | 807 | 897 | 897 | 897
| 3984 i
| ‘ | 110 | 1043 | 1043 | 1043 | 1043
i | | 4277 |
| | ' 1174 | 1130 | 1130 | 1130
i | | | 4875
; | 1187 | 1127 | 1127
, | 5070
i | 1409 | 1360
| : 5606
| ! 1159
| [Ee—
| 5819
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON,
DIAGRAM SHOWING THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN

A UMDER-5 - - - - 1938 10 1945 EEIP
¢ 5070
OO0 L 1:]. 6?5
4. 277
i 3584
4.0004
938 1939 1940 (94l 942 1943 1944 194
Y E .h R

Infant Mortality Rate.

The Infant mortality rate for the whole country has been
steadily decreasing throughout the War years and it is pleasant to
record that the infant mortality rate for Swindon for 1945 is the
lowest on record. The total number of infant deaths was 38 : 19
of which occurred within the first ten days of birth.

As mentlumd in my previous report this neonatal mortality
is one that gives grave concern. In particular, it will ultimately
be necessary to make provision for premature children, although
this provision would be more satisfactory made for a ImgL area,
as a highly skilled staff is necessary and special premises must be
provided for this work. Premature children require expert care
and supervision for some weeks after birth. Many houscholds at
the present time are not satisfactory places for providing this care.
The great danger to premature children of infection and improper
feeding call for the supervision of the child by specially trained
nurses and it is hoped that provision will be made for these children
in the future.
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ROROUCH OF SWINDON.
GRAPH SHOWING TEEND OF INFANT
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THE GRAPHS SHOW THE TREND OF MORTALITY RATES (THEEE YEARLY PERIODS)

THE TOP GRAPH FOR CHILDREM WHO ARE STILL-BORH OR DIED WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF LIFE

THE BoTTom CRAFH FOR CHILDREN WHO DIED FROM THE END OF THE FIRST WEEM OF
LIFE T THE EHD OF THE FIRST YEAR.
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OF SWINDON.

INFANT MORTALITY.

1945.

One Year of Age.

COMPILED FROM THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATIONS.

Neit deaths from staled cawses ai various ages under

A ] il n o o E Y s
Elglsl8alEElE |2 085
Cause oF DEATH. -1z |2 e)1°E8lE|E| & s a—
Slale|+|dE6le ol |2 |78
0101008~ 11] | [5 &
= —_— o | o] -— ] =] &= - =
All Canses— |
Certified 15 dfh={| =211y | 8| =|—=F}237
Uncertified ;
Measles I ;
Whooping Cough . . |
Diphtheria : i
Influenza . 1 | I
Tuberculosis of nervous |
system
Tuberculosis of Intestines
and Peritoneum.
Tuberculous Meningitis . | 1
Syphilis i i iy
Meningitis 1 1 i 1
Convulsions |
Bronchitis ,
Pneumonia il 5| 2§ 7
Other Respiratory Diseases] . |
Inflammation of the |
Stomach l
[Marrhoea and Enteritis |
Hermia, Intestinal
Obstruction 255 = | ; 1 1
Congenital Malformations 1 1 3 1 o
Congenital Debility and
Sclerema 1 | 1
Icterus ; i ; b ih)
Premature Birth 13| 3 2118 18
Injury at Birth
Diisease of Umbilicus
Atelectasis : .
Suffocation—in bed 2 o
Other causes :—
Tortars 15 4 2121111 5 37
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The Isolation Hospital year runs from 1st April, 1945, to 31st
March, 1946. The number of new admissions during the vear lst
April, 194:'1, to 31st March, 1946, was 186 against '35}6 and 365 in
the two previous years, On 1st April, 1945 there were 14 patients
remaining in hospital so that, altogether 200 cases were under
treatment during the year. Of these 182 cases were discharged
cured, 3 died, 6 were transferred to other hospitals and 9 remained
in hospital at the end of the year, 31st March, 1946.

The 186 cases admitted during the vear were chargeable to
the following local authorities :—

Public Health Acts—

Swindon Borough : : . LYY 97
Highworth Rural District . 24
Cricklade and Wootton Bassett Rural District 15
Marlborough and Ramsbury Rural District : 1
Maternily and Child Welfare (Puerperal Pyrexia)—-

Swindon Borough 14 mothers

12 babies
Wilts County Council 3 mothers

2 babies

18 military cases were admitted during the vear. The 200
cases arranged according to the final diagnosis are :—

Scarlet fever : : 61
Measles : : : 16
Measles and 1'1.In;nmgm¢;

Mumps

Mumps and enteritis
Chickenpox

Diphtheria

Diphtheria carrier .
Paralysis after diphtheria
Vincent's angina
Tonsillitis

Laryngitis ;
Laryngeal stridor

3 a.lj,,ngm,l obstruction
Dysentery

Whooping cough
Ophthalmia neonatorum
Impetigo

Eryvthema multiforme
Erysipelas

5]
o= I S L A [ R e BT T LT SO L
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Erysipelas and pneumonia
Bronchitis
Enteritis o .
Enteritis and bronchitis
Polio-myelitis
Jaundice
Meningitis
Rheumatic fever
Puerperal scabies

. pyrexia
A infection
Influenza in pregnancy
Breast abcess
Abortion
Scalp wound %
Babies with mothers
Mother with baby
No obvious disease

[
= e o el el ) Y e

-—
W DO o bt ot ot e Bt

The six cases transferred to other hospitals as follows :—

One case of measles and meningitis transferred to Stratton
Hospital.

One pneumonococcal peritonitis transferred to G.W.R.
Hospital.

One whooping cough and bronchitis transferred to Victoria
Hospital.

Three cases, one diphtheria and two paralysis, after
diphtheria, transferred to military hospitals near
their own homes.

Analysis of the three deaths as follows :—

One case of prematurity in a baby aged 7 days : five days
in hospital.

One case of broncho-pneumonia in a baby aged 31 days ;
ten days in hospital.

One case of prematurity and marasmus in a baby aged
8 days ; six days in hospital.

In common with the position over the whole of the country
acute staffing difficulties were encountered during the year. At
one time there was only Matron and four young probationers on
the staff and it was found necessary to close two blocks and limit
admissions of cases to one block only.
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health, etc. Committee,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of submitting my Twentieth Annual Report
dealing with the work carried out by the Sanitary Department
during the year ended December 3lst, 1945.

Appended hereto will be found the tables giving full particulars
of the inspections made during the year in conformity with the
requirements of the Ministry of Health.

MILK SUPPLIES.

The milk supply of Swindon, in common with the rest of the
country, was strictly rationed during the year under review. The
quality, however, was maintained at the usual standard by frequent
sampling, both for analysis and for bacteriological examination.
The number of samples taken and the results of the tests are given
under the table appended hereto.

There were three prosecutions relating to milk during the year.

No. 1 was found to be deficient in fat, but as there was some
doubt about the source of the milk, the case was dismissed.

No. 2 was found to contain added water and both the defend-
ants were fined £4 each, £8 in all.

No. 3 was also found to contain added water and the defend-
ant was fined £5.

FOOD SUPPLY.

The tables appended hereto, give a resume of the work carried
out under the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924.

There were 14,777 animals slanghtered for human consumption
within the Borough during 1945, every one of which was seen by
your Inspectors, before being al located to the butchers’ shops with-
in the Borough or to the butchers’ shops in the surrounding area,
the slaughtering for which is done within the Borough.
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FOOD AND DRUGHS.

The Food and Drugs Act, of 1938, is administered by the
Committee and during the year one hundred and three samples
of food were taken and sent to the Public Analyst; of these fourteen
on analysis proved to be unsatisfactory.

Under this heading a purchaser complained of a portion of
butter which she brought to the office. This butter was sent to the
Public Analyst and found to be mixture of butter and margarine.

Other samples were taken at the shop complained of, and these
proved to be genuine. When the case came before the Borough
Justices the defendants were fined £10.

The defendants appealed to Quarter Sessions and the case was
heard at the County Hall, Trowbridge, when the appeal was dis-
missed with costs.

HOUSING.

The work under this heading was practically suspended owing
to war conditions; repairs, etc. to houses being dealt with under the
Public Health Act. Great difficulty, however, was experienced in
getting repairs carried out owing to the scarcity of labour and
materials. Despite these difficulties, however, over 1,000 houses
were repaired during the year.

I am,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

F. H. BEAYIS,
Chief Sanitary Inspector.
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS,

Work in course of construction
Infectious disease
Slaughterhouses

Butchers' shops

Markets

Bakehouses
Cow-sheds, milkshops and dairies
Fishshops

Food shops ...

Factories '
Outworkers’ premises

Common Lodging-house
Revisits

Miscellaneous

Overcrowding Survey

Housing Inspections ...

TortaL

BAKEHOUSES.

Number on Register ....

Nuisances Found and Abated

1945,

2334
211
880
243
454
110
J88
196

1134
804
110

14
3114
3329

71

Hd

b —

79

J467
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DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

Dairies and Milkshops 34
Farms : ! : 8
Milk Purvevors from outside the Borough £ 11

Total 63
Nuisances found and abated ]

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) ORDER, 1936.

Licences in force within the Borough.

Designation. Producers. | Bottlers. 1 Dealers.
Tuberculin Tested .... 2 5 ; 4
Accredited ... 8 —

There is 1 producer of Tuberculin Tested milk, and 2 producers
of Accredited milk from outside the Borough retailing milk with-

in the Borough.

| Designation. Pasteurisers. Dealers.

Pasteurised ... et | 1 _ 5

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

There are on the registers of the Department :—
Premises registered for the preparation or manufacture of
sausages or potted, pressed, pickled or preserved food

Premises registered for the sale, manufacture or storage
of Ice-cream

Butchers’ Shops

Wholesale Meat Stores

Fried Fish Shops

Other Food Shops

SAMPLES TAKEN.
Informal e 2B
Formal R L
Unsatisfactory.... A

1

=] 22
b oo

281
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PUBLIC HEALTH (MEAT) REGULATIONS, 1924.
The following table shows the number of carcases inspected

during the year.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED, 1945.

Cattle
Calves| Pigs |Sheep
Cows | Other and
cattle lambs
Killed and inspected 3211 | 2175 36 | 1225 | 5131
Disgases OTHER THAN
TUBERCULOSIS
Whole carcases condemned | 6l 14 3 22 16
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned | 669 | 56l 4| 300 | 1553
Approximate percentage of i :
number inspected affected i
with disease other than | . !
Tuberculosis | 23% | 26% | 209% | 26% | 19%
TuBERCULOSIS ONLY. |
Whole carcases condemned | 154 1 — T —
Carcases of which some part I | .
or c-rgan was condemned | 1262 | 462 AP
Appmmate percentage of
number inspected affected . :
with Tuberculosis . . o 44% 10 22% | — | 24% —
| I.
UNSOUND FOOD
125 Tons. 10 Cwts. 3 Qrs. 20 Lbs.
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DISINFECTANTS.

Quantity given: Fluid ... 45 gals. 2 gts.

Powder ... 3 qgrs. 20 lbs.
DISINFECTION.

Cases of Cancer )
HE Tuberculosis ... 14
o Scarlet Fever 43
P Diphtheria ... A 15
o Pneumonia ... : -

Miscellaneous Cases = 72

Verminous Rooms .. o OB

Library Books disinfected . o R

Lots of Bedding disinfected v

Miscellaneous Articles disinfected ... i 108

Lots of Bedding destroyed . 26

Miscellaneous Articles destroyed .. = T

Animals destroyed . —

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

On Register 1
Number of persnns for whom accommodation is
provided :(—Adults, 109 ; Children 8.

Inspections ¥ 14

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

The following is a table showing the work carried out by
your officer under the above Act during the year under review :—

i

Estimated Z\'U_! | Due to Defects i Due to
of Rats | Complaints of Drains or | Structural
Destroved | Received Sewers. | Defects.
|
3,321 . 994 8 | 7
| |




44

DISINFECTION OF VEHICLES ETC. AT THE
CATTLE MARKET.

Number Disinfected. Fees Recewved.
£ 5 d
938 556 16 8
HOUSING.

Houses Inspected

found to be defective

rendered fit by informal action
& rendered fit by formal action
3 overcrowded

Persons affected

Overcrowding abated

Persons affected

i
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

School Medical Ofhicer

(LLYWELYN ROBERTS. M.D., M.R.C.P., D.P.H,)

For the Year 1945.
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BOROUGH OF SWINDON

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Chairman—*Councillor R. G. Crirrs.

Vice-Chairman—*Councillor L. ]J. NEwwmaN.

Members—
Tur Mavor (Alderman C. R. PALMER)
Alderman C. S. MacpHERsoN *Councillor W. R. Ropins
Alderman J. L. CarpErwoon Councillor C. E. ToMEs
Alderman W. J. Davis *Councillor (Mrs.) L. A. GRIFFIN
+*Alderman A. M. Bexnerr  *Counciller H. FigLp
*Alderman G. H. SELMAX Counciller T. G. Gay

Councillor H. W. PixxeEcar  *Councillor H. V. Boxnp

Councillor H. THoRrre *Councillor H. IMMENT
*Conncillor H. W. GARDNER Councillor A. LEONARD
Mr. F. W. HAWKSWORTH Miss F. H. Shallcroft

*Mr. H. WHITING

Borough Education Officer—

Mr. H. DisbeExn, M.A., B.5c., Barrister-at-Law.

* Members of the Child Care Sub-Committee.

t Chairman of the Child Care Sub-Committee,
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To the Chairman and Members of the Education Commtice of the
Borough of Swindon.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

The report of the School Medical Service follows the usunal
lines. The nutrition of the children is noted on page 51 and there
does not appear to be any falling off in the nutritional standard of
the children, Although the figure of children who are slightly sub-
normal is a little higher than last year it is considered to be within
the scope of experimental error.

The table dealing with immunisation of children is on pages
13 and 14, from which it will be seen that 6,035 school children
have been immunised in the Borough. Although it is gratifying to
realise that all infectious disease and especially diphtheria are now
of little account it still is important to take every precaution, both
as regards active immunisation against diphtheria and as regards
the hygienic conditions in classrooms to prevent infection by
infectious diseases. Although such diseases as diphtheria are
important killing diseases, much ill-health and loss of school time
1s caused through the more minor conditions of colds and
influenza. The best counteraction we have at the moment is an
adequate flow of air through the classroom.

Staffing difficulties have continued throughout the year but
with the return of Peace it i1s hoped that more stable conditions
will soon prevail.

I would like to take this occasion to thank the staff for the
devoted work and loyalty, and also to express my appreciation of
the co-operation and assistance I have always received from the
Education Committee,

LLYWELYN ROBERTS,
Borough School Medical Officer.
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION OF CHILDREN.

50

1m  m ar

Nao. crll A B . C [}
AGE child- |( Excellent)] (Normal) A4 B |(Shghtly) (Bad)
GROUPS Ten ub-normal
exam-}— i
ined | No| 9% [No.| % |[No.| % [Neo.| % |[No.|%
1
|
ENTRANTS
1935 413 | 108 13 'E'lﬂ'? 7 735 90-4 ] 78 10 —_ | =
1936 1074 | 182! 17 801/ 75 033 91-5 ] 89 8 2| —
1937 | 711 § 153] 21+5 | 497 69-9 | 650{ 91-4 | 58 8-2 3 L
1938 | 787 1] 161 21 567 T1 718; 91-2 | 66 ] 3 4
1939 | 556 136/ 24 -5 381 68-5 | 517 93 30 7 —_—] —
1940 | 471 98} 20-8 339: T2 437, 928134 )| T-2|—| —
Evacs: . 125 24| 19-2 B8Ol 71-2 1113 | 90-4 | 12 b6 — | —
1941 | 1266 | 341 27 | 845 668 1186/ 93-7| 75| s5-9]| 4| -3
Evacs: | 271 71} 26-2 | 183 675 25{ 9371 17 63| —| —
1942 | 958 | 204] 30-7 | 609 63-6 |903 | 94-21 54| 5-6 1 |
Evacs: | 26 8| 308 lﬂ; G649 -2 Eﬂllﬂ[l - — —_— -
1943 H76 o T-4 :.'iH.'Ii 86G-5 | 635 939 | 41 61} — | —
Evacs : = 2L e e [ il 2 RH e
1944 993 | 318| 32 Bﬂﬂ 63 4 943- 95 -ft 450 | 46| —
1945 | 1260 | 395313 Hﬂﬂ'r 63 -5 |1195| 94 -8 | 65 2] — | —
SECOND
AceE GrRoUP|
1935 lr 293 | 132 15 H--i'?" TE 779 873 1113 | 13 1
1936 | 933 ] 158 17 672 72 B30 BE-D ] 94 | 10 ] =1
1937 | 687 | 171| 24-9] 450/ 66-8 | 630 o1-7|55| 8 |2 | -3
1938 747 | 169 23 518 69 687 92 60| 8 —
1939 705 | 193] 27-4 469 66-5 | 662 93-9 | 43 61| —| —
1940 G781 118] 204 1 4100 70-9 | 528 91-3 | 50 B8-T] — | —
Evacs.: 177 34| 19-2 | 124 70-1 | 158/ 892 19| 10:7] — | —
1941 918 | 236| 25-5 | 618) 67-3 | 854] 93 60| 6-5 4 4
Evacs : 145 § 32| 22 107 738 139 96-8] 6 | 3-5 1 -l
1942 382 | 226 25-6 | 600 68 | 826 98-6 | 47| 53] 9|11
Evacs : 47 12) 266 33; 102 45| 957 1| 2-1 1| 21
1943 2831 62| 21-9] 201} 71 263 9297120} -1} — | —
Evacs: 2] — 21100 2100 — -5 — =
1944 - —_ - — - .- — e — = | —
1945 . I' L = —, *1N L
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CLASSIFICATION OF THE NUTRITION OF CHILDREN.

No. of A B C D
AGE child-[(Excellent)| (Normal) A4+ B (Slightly (Bad)
Grours | ren |sub-norm aIJL
EXAIn me o
ined | No.| % [No.| % [No.| % [No.| % [No.|%
THIRD | [
AGgEGroUP ' |
1935 £88 | 152 17 6701 TG 822 92-6 1 65 T 1| —
1936 930 | 184 20 6800 73 64 92-7 | 63 7 3| —
1937 641 § 171 28-7 | 434 67 -7 | 605 94 -4 | 35 55 1 -1
1938 T62 | 198 26 H36| TO ":H 06 -3 |28 4 —_—] —
1939 697 | 237 34 434| 62 .3 E'?I; 96-3 | 26 7] — ==
1940 695 § 237 34-1 ] 429) 61-7 | 666 95-8 | 29 42 — —
Evacs : 236 70 33-5 ] 1421 60-2 | 221} D36 | 15 Gd ] —| —
1941 1077 | 3100 288 | 65| 64 -5 1006 93-2| 63| 5-9 0 -8
Evacs : 271 02 33-9 | 168] 62 260 059310 41— —
1942 G646 | 168 26 4292 65 J 280 91-3 | &1 70 3 B
Evacs : 42 L.. 28 -6 25 59 -{ 17 &8 4 0.5 1| 2-4
1943 626 | 198 31-6 ] 398 63- ﬁ 696 95-2 | 30 481 — |
Evacs : 17 5 & -4 11} 64-% 16 94 -1 | a9 — | —
1444 606 | 188 31 302 64-7 | 580 95-F | 28 43| — | —
1945 766 | 2500 32-6 | 474 61-0 | 724 D45 | 42 | 55
|
e o) P ks o cleda Lo
ToTaLs -
1935 2504 3!]2 15 1944 75 2336 90 256 | 10 2 —
1936 2037 n.fH 17 -8 j21563 73-3 |2677 91-1 j246 E-4 ] 14 ]
1937 2039 | 495/ 24-3 |1390 68-1 [1885 92-4 [148 73 fi -3
1938 2296 JEHI 23 1611 70 2139, 93-1 |Ib4 | 7 3| —
1930 | 1958 | 566 28-9 |1284) 65-6 [1850 94-5 108 | 55| —  —
1940 1744 | 453 206 llTEE 675 1631 935 |113 | 65 — —
Evacs : 538 | 137 25-5 | 355 66 492) 01-4 | 46 ! Bega—|1 =
1941 3260 | 887 272 12158 66-2 3[!45 034 |198 | @-1 ] 17 b
Ewvacs : 687 | 195 25-4 | 458 66-7 | 653 95 33 4-8 1 |
1942 24806 | 688] 277 1631 65-6 2319 93 -2 1152 G:-11] 15 el 1]
Evacs : 115 32 27 -8 76 66-1 . 108 93'9 6| 4-3 2 18
1943 1585 | 310, 196 [1184] 74-7 |1494]| 94-2 | 91 | 57| — | —
Evacs: 19 5 26-3 13 68 -4 18| 94 -7 1| 53] — | —
1944 | 1599 | 506 31 6 |1022 63 9 |1528 9565 | T1 | 44]—| —
19456 2026 | 645 31 -8 1274 62 -0 1919 94 -7 NOT 53] - —-
| | l




ELEMENTARY EDUCATION.

STATISTICAL TABLES.

B

Return of Medical Inspections 1945,

el

A.—ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

Number of Code Group Inspections:—

Entrants s 1360

Third Age Group i _ : 766

2026

Number of Other Routine Inspections : i ade =]

B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS.

Number of Special Inspections and
Re-inspections 7324

¥ rr

NoTE.—*including 480 “‘under 5’s,
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Classification of the Wutrition of Children Inspected during the year in the

Routine Age Groups.

]
F A B E D
E;\'umbtr (Ex- |(Normal) {Slightl}'I (Bad)
Age Groups | of cellent) Sub- |
iChildren Nnrmal}i
Examin- ' = ' t i [
ed. |No.| % |No| % |No| % | NoJ %
« Under 5's." | 480 | 16033-3 311/64-8] 9| 1.9 — | —
| . |
“ Entrants " | 780 | 235301 48062.7] 56 | 7.2 — | —
ol | Y | |
« Leavers " el 786 251}|32-u 47461 -0 42 | 55| — | —
| | | | | o
TOTAL | 2026 | 64531 -8(127462-0/107 | 53 — | -
| I I
| { | |

Return of all Exceptlonal Children in the Area.

BLIND CHILDREH.—'}];II:LIH; are J children at Certified Schools for the
ind,

DEAF CHILDREN.—There is 1 child at a Certified School for the Deaf,
and 1 not yet at a Certified School.

DIABETIC CHILDREN.—There is 1 child at a special school for
Diabetics.

CRIPPLE CHILDREN-—There is 1 child at a Special School for Cripples.

MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN.
FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN.

At Certified At At At

Schools | Public Other no School | Total
|Elemeutary Institutions or

Schools Inatitution ‘

14 l 2 ) | 19




o4

RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED.
Group I.—Minor Ailments (excluding Uncleanliness, for which see Group IV).

2490 children suffered from Minor Ailments or Defects and received
treatment. The Defects are classified as follows :—

Diseaszes of the skin 1382
Minor Eve Defects 172
Minor Ear Defects 200
Miscellaneous 636

Group II.-Defective Vision and Squint (exeluding Minor Eye Defects treated
as Minor Ailments—Group I.)

Mo, of Defects dealt with

= et

DEFECT OR DISEASE | Under the !
| Authority's 1 Otherwise Total
Scheme. | ’
Errors of Refraction . |
{including Squint) 388 i - _ 388
! | |
Other Defect or Disease of the I '
Eves . : » 116 i —_— | 116
{excluding those recorded in | A :
Group I). [
1
ToraL : E 504 | — 504
1

Total number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed (—
(¢) Under the Authority's Scheme : 268
(b) Otherwise - o L —
Total number of children who obtained or received spectacles :
(#) Under the Authority's Scheme . 267
(b) Otherwise . = ; s —

Group III.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.

NuMBER OF DEFECTS.

— i

Received Operative Treatment |

Under the By Private Prac- | Received other Total
Authority’s titioner or Hos- forms of Treat- Number
Scheme. pital apart from ment. Treated.
the Authority’s |
Scheme, '
79 369 | 448
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Group IV.—Uneleanliness and Verminous Conditions.
{i) Average number of visits per school made during the yea.r by

the School Nurses ... . : 4
(ii) Total Number of examinations of children in the Schools

by School Nurses . 15834
(111) Number of individual children found unclean 2 433

(iv)] Number of children cleansed under arrangements made
by the Local Education Authority = : e

(v) Number of cases in which legal proceedings were taken :—
(a) Under the Education Act, 1921 Lot -
() Under School Attendance Byelaws e

Group V.—Orthopaedie and Postural Defects.

Unper THE AUTHQRITY'S SCHEME,

Residential | Residential Non-residential Total
treatment with | treatment without | treatment at an number
education. | education. ! orthopaedic treated.
_ ' clinic.
13 — a7 87

SPEECH THERAPFPY.
Therapist—Miss Gladys A. Jansson, of Bath, Associate of the British Society
of Speech Therapists.
Clinics held weekly.

Number of Clinics held 40
i ,» children seen . 54
i .. attendances made by above 334

TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE, THROAT AND EAR
AT SPECIAL CLINIC.

Number of cases referred for treatment .. : ]
Number of Consultations : iy R
Number of Attendances at Ci]nlc et qeshil
Number for whom operation for tonsils and adenoids was

advised ... e 46
Number who received npamtmn for tonsils and adenoids . 55
Number of other operations performed : o 24
Number of cases cured . 144
Number of cases remaining under observation or treatment 232
Number of cases for whoim no report is available =4

TREATMENT OF SCABIES AT THE CLEANSING STATION.
Number of Cases treated . 454
MNumber of attendances i 404

SCHOOL ACCIDENTS.
There were 205 cases, mostly of a minor character, making 061 attendanses
at the Clinic.
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HIGHER EDUCATION.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ATTENDING THE SWINDON
SECONDARY SCHOOLS INSPECTED DURING THE YEAR
ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1945.

ROUTINE MEDICAIL INSPECTIONS.

Boys : e . 2406
Cirls . .. 468
Total = 13 e 114

Number of Special Inspections and
Re-inspections .. .. 959



RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED.

Group I.—Minor Ailments.

153 children suffered from Minor Ailments or Defects and received
treatment. The Defects are classified as follows :—

Diseases of the Skin 1
Minor Eve Defects e 28
Minor Ear Defects e 31
Miscellaneous : 16

Group II.—Defective Vision and Squint (exeluding Minor Eye Defects

treated as Minor Ailments—Group I).

| MNo. of Defects dealt with.

DEFECT OR DISEASE Under the |
Authority’s | Otherwise | Total
| Scheme. |
Errors of Refraction | |
(including Squint) 124 ! 124
Other Defect or Disease of the | | |
Eyes | 22 ! , 22
(excluding those recorded in I |
Group I). |
TOTAL . o] 148 | )] 146
Total number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :
{a) Under the Authc:rltjr 8 S«:heme ki
() Otherwise —
Total number of children who obtained or received spectacles :
(@) Under the Authﬂnty s Scheme ; T4
(b) Otherwise -
Group III.—Treatment of Defects of Nose and Throat.
NUMBER OF DEFECTS.
Received Operative Treatment. |
| By Private Prac-| Received | Total
Under the | titioner or Hos- | other forms of | Number
Authority's pital apart from | Treatment ' Treated.
Scheme. the Authority's §
i scheme. !
il S U— =

5 ‘ = 18 !




Group IV.—ORTHOPAEDIC AND POSTURAL DEFECTS.
Under the Authority’s Scheme.

' | Non-residential
Residental | Residential . treatment at an Total
Treatment with | treatment without orthopaedic number
education. i education. clinic. ' treated
2 _— 29 29

TRjIATM_EHT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE, THROAT AND EAR
at Special Clinic

e

MNumber of cases referred for treatment ; ; a6
Number of consultations - : 88
Mumber of attendances at Clinic S8
Number for whom operation for tonsils and adenoids was adwvised 2
Number who received operation for tonsils and adenoids . 1
Number of other operations performed s 1
Mumber of cases cured b2{ 1]
Number of cases remaining under observation or treatment 14
MNumber of cases for whom no report is available : 2

SCHOOL ACCIDENTS.

There were 63 cases, mostly of a minor character, making 141 attendances
at the Clinic.
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REPORT OF THE SCHOOL DENTAL SURGEON.
(W. KENYON BERRIE, LD.S., RF.P5(G.))

To the Chatrman and Members of the Education Commitice of the
Borough of Swindon.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have pleasure in presenting a report of Dental Inspection
and Treatment for the year 1945,

During the year work was carried out for the Elementary
Schools, Secondary Schools and the Commercial Classes of the
College, also Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, and a visit was
paid to the War-time Day Nursery at Pinehurst.

I have been unable to complete the Inspection and Treatment
of all Elementary Schools in the year. There are still two schools
to be completed.

The two Clinics (Eastcott Hill and Pinehurst) have been fully
employed. In November Mr. Bruce Ferguson, L.D.S. (Glas.),
joined the Staff temporarily for a few months and his assistance
has been greatly appreciated.

The two Dental Attendants have had a full year, and have done
good work. Both Dentists and patients are greatly helped by the
valuable assistance that they give.

In the ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS, 8033 children were
inspected, 4275 were referred for treatment (56.5%). 4329 teeth
were extracted of which 406 were permanent teeth. 1130 teeth
were filled. Other operations and advice were given to 2877.
Scalings, Regulations and Crowns were done for 54 cases. 3 partial
dentures were completed. 7694 appointments were made, 6663
were kept (86.69%).

In the SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND COMMERCIAL
CLASSES, 1086 pupils were inspected. 435 were referred for
treatment (40%,). 225 teeth were extracted, 512 teeth were filled.
Scalings and cleanings were completed for 26 pupils.

The total number of cases referred from the MATERNITY
AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE was 185, who made 320
visits. 94 were ante-natal or post-natal patients. 45 Dentures,

I Remake and 2 Repairs were completed. 353 teeth were extracted
and 49 filled.

Appended are the Statistical Tables,

Again [ thank all members of the Health Staff and Teachers
for their co-operation and help.

W. KENYON BERRIE,
Senior Dental Officer.



DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.
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Elementary Education.

(1) Number of Children inspected by the Dentist :—
(@) Routine age-groups :

| |
Age 34‘:’:|ﬁ TIHE'EI’H}III 12 E'lllli 15
No. [104472 lEﬂl ]1m9| 6771 Fgﬁs 831 fs 1 [566 |667 ‘330| 9
: i
ToraL 8005
(d) Specials 28
(¢) Total (Routine and Specials) 8033
(2) Number found to require treatment 4-27*
(3) Number actually treated 3482
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment G663
(5) Half-da}-"s devoted to—Inspection 79
Treatment 849
Total 928
(6) Fillings—Permanent Tecth 1107
Temporary Teeth 23
Total lI%
(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth _4ll}h
Temporary Teeth . 3923
Total 4329
(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction 877
(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 568
Temporary Teeth 2309
Total 2877
Scalings ... 51
Regulation ﬁpp]tam:ﬂs =8 2
Crowns 1

Dentures .::
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Higher Education.

(1} Number of children inspected by the Dentist :—

(a) Routine age-groups :

."'Lg!". 11 ]'.]:

3 L6

(b) Specials

I3

192

15

-

i

|'Iﬁ‘l'?

LT N T
=
ToraL

(¢) Total (Routine and Specials)

(2) Number found to require treatment

(8) Number actually treated

(4) Attendances made by children for treatment

(5) Half-days devoted to—Inspection
Treatment

Total

(6) Fillings—Permanent Teeth
Temporary Teeth

Total

(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth
Temporary Teeth

“otal

19

(8) Administration of general anaesthetics for extraction

(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth

Total

Scalings

Ientures

Crowns

Temporary Teeth

6

962

i
063
95

354
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DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

Day Commercial School.
(1) Number of children inspected by the Dentist—

(@) Routine age-groups :

! : I

Age 14 | 15 16 i 17

17 35 11 I -

| PERS
ToraL 123

(b) Specials
(c) ToTaL (Routine and Specials) 123
(2) Number found to require treatment 37
(3) Number actually treated 44
(4) Attendances made by children for treatment a8
(5) Half-days devoted to—Inspection 1 4 4 Lectures 2
Treatment 4
ToTaL 6
(6) Fillings—Permanent Teeth 26
Temporary Teeth =
TOTAE o 26
(7) Extractions—Permanent Teeth ; . 12
Temporary Teeth —
TortaL 12
(8) Administrations of gencral anaesthetics for

extractions 3
(9) Other Operations—Permanent Teeth 1
Temporary Teeth 1
TortaL 2
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REPORT OF THE SPEECH THERAPY CLINIC FOR THE YEAR
ENDED 30th, JUNE 1946.

No. of Clinics held £ : 39
No. of attendances i . 284
No. of new cases _ 46
No. of old cases .. : v 15 43 Boys and 18 Girls
Complaints :
Stammer 2t 22
Cleft Palate "}pt_LLh ; 6
Lisp 4 : +
Delayed %pwrh : 1
Defective articulation 27
Defective articulation due to
deafness |

The number of children with cleft palate speech is greater this
year than last.  One child was to have seen Sir Harold Gillies,
but the war has prevented his case from being dealt with so far.
His speech is fair considering his condition, he is called to the
clinic at intervals and always attends. [ hope further surgical
treatment may soon be considered now.

Ten children seen once and asked to come again did not do so,
They will be given another opportunity next term. A few others
attend for a time then fade away—this usually occurs where there
is little home co-operation. Those who attend regularly make pro-
gress, slow often in the case of stammers. Some children with
considerable articulation defects have shown wvery satisfactory
improvement both in speech and in a general brightening up.

One little girl with jaw malformation was referred to the
Dental Clinic where she is receiving treatment.

A few children referred for defective articulation are found to
have poor speech generally and their condition to be rather one
for general educational treatment than for special speech therapy.

G. A. JANSSON,
Speech Therapist.















