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ANNUAL REPORT for 1949

]
.
A

@o the Chairman and Alembers

OF

Sutton-in- Ashfield  @rban Distriet ¢ ouncil

o
"

Mr. Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my Annual Report, which includes the report of the Chief
Sanitary Inspector, for the year 1949,

Infant mortalily reached its lowest level for this district, but remained
relatively high.

Epidemics of searlet fever and measles temporarily incapacitated a large
number of children but, fortunately, recovery was the rule.

In spite of all efforts, the housing shortage remained unabated and the wait-
ing list for new houses has more than doubled in four vears. An inereasing
number of housing defects was remedied and it was found pozsible o rehousc
forty-seven families from totally unfif houses. Many more remained unsatis-
fied but all will be rehoused as end when the opportunity arises.

Three hundred and forty-eight pail closets were converted to the water car-
riage system and it is hoped that this work will be continued steadily until the
remaining seventeen hundied wre abolished.

No Clean Food Campaigns were held, but the subject was frequently under
review in the health depariment. Advice and guidance to those engaged in
the preparation and sale of food were given by your inspectors.

I thank the members of the Council for their active interesf in the many
almost insoluble health problems confronting them. 1 greatly appreciate the
enthusiasm of all the members of the staff and ean only 2dd that it is a pleasure
to work with them.

Your obedient Servant,
T. S. McKEAN, M.B , Ch.B., D.P.H.,

Medical Officer of Health,



Mr. Chairman, Lady and Gentlemen,

In my report of last year I expressed the hope thal our plans for the con-
version of the remaining pail closets would show some reasonable results. You
will note that a total of 348 conversions kas been completed. Many more con-
versions have been promised, and 1 can assure you that every eifori will be
made by vour Health Depariment to encourage this work, You will appre-
ciate, of ecourse, that the idea of taking specifically planned areasg for conver-
sion could not be put into operation, as the whole success of our scheme de-
pended entirely on the co-gperation of the individual owners. [ am convinced
that the necessity of conversion 1s now appreciated even more by the tenants
themselves and they are helping us a good deal in our negotiations.

In the question of housing, I thank you for the allocation of new houses
grantled to the Health Department for the re-housing of families in slum areas.
We have been able to deal with many old houses which were in a dangerous
state of dilapidation. and [ am convineced that yvour poliey of taking these old
arezs under mass improvement schemes will prove fo be the most effective,

The collection and disposal of house refuse has shown a marked improve-
ment. We have maintained a good weekly collection with very few complaints.
Over 400 ashpits were replaced with dustbins. Since the purchase of the Ford-
gon Muledozer for work on the tips, I am sure that the disposal methods have
been very much improved, and more in line with the recognised syvstem of con-
trolled tipping.

The supervision of food has rot been neglected. Regular sampling and
cordial relations with members of the food trade have brought about many im-
provements on these premises. I might add that we have hopes of doing much
more in this direction. On the question of food I must express some concern
with regard to * self suppliers of food” or “ cottager’s pigs.” Many people have
now been informed that it is not necessary to have their pigs inspected by
gualified meat irspectors of this department. T would like to emphasize to the
public that the inspection of these pigs iz done for the sole purpose of pro-
tecting the families who are eating this meat, which could be diseased, and not
to interfere with any individual’s right to keep and kill his own pig. Over 500
owners invited us {o inspect their pigs this year, and their eommon sense could
be well recommended to the few who choose to ignore our advice. In the gen-
eral interest of the public I should like to see amending legislation for the com-
pulsory inspection of these pigs.

Finally I wish to place on record my thanks to the Council for their sup-
port, to Dr. McKean for his able guidance and co-operation, and to the inspec-
tors and staff for their work and tearn spirit.

Your obedient Servant,

P. BRISCOE, M.S.IL.A , M.R.San.I.,

Chief Sanitary Inspector.



SECTION A.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Area (in Acres)

Population (estimated mid-vear)

Number of Inhabited Houses

Rateable Value (31 March)

Sum Represented by a Penny Rate (Gross)

Vital Statistics

10.506
38,880
11,517
£182 559
L£765

Total Males Females
Live Births—Legitimate 694 358 S50
Illegitimate 29 21 &
Etill Births—Legitimate ] A o 13 9 4
Megitimate i 0 0
Deaths 451 240 202
Death Rate {per lﬂi}ﬂ Pcpu]atmn} sy ki
Birth Rate (per 1,000 Population)—Legitimate 17.4 Taotal
Ilegitimate | 18.1
Still Birth Rate (per 1,000 births live and still) S LT
Legitimate Rate (per 1.000 legitimale births Iw{- 'md Ell"! o 18.4
INegitimate Rale (per 1000 illegitimate births live and still} .. f
Deaths from Puerperal Causes o 0
Death Rate of Infants under one year of age:—
All Infants per 1,000 Live Births o 429
Legitimate per 1,000 Legitimate Births o 432
Hlegitimate per 1,000 [legitimate Births e 345
Special Death Rates per 1000 Population:—
Cancer f{(all ages) 1.98
Whooping Cough (all ages) . 0.0
Diarrhea (under 2 years of age) 0.025

Chief Causes of Death
Heart Dizease
Cancer o o
Intra-eranial vas:ular dnense
Bronchitis
Pneumonia (all forms)
Tuberculosis—Pulmonary = i

No. of Deaths
a4
79
47
48
15
16






(b)) 14 days and over.

Prematurity e il 1 1
Congenital Malformation .. 1 2 4
Respiratory Infections 7 2 T
Henoch's Purpura e 0 1 1
Laryngismus Stridulus e 1 i 1
Strangulation = 1 1] 1
Strangulated Hernia o ] 1 1
8 8 16
Mothers attended Ante-Natal
Clinic b i = i G 14
Child attended Maternity and
hild Welfare Clinics T 3 10
Infantile mortality rate for chief causes of death:—
Prematurity Congenital Bronchitis and
: Malformation. Broncho-pneuamonia.
1936 ; o 11.2 8.0 20.9
1937 £ i 28.3 6.6 21.5
1938 ot e LG5 7.5 7.5
1939 i e 0.4 4.7 14.1
1940 AL o 20.4 4.7 12.5
1941 iy i 15.2 8.1 10.6
1942 A - 14.0 126 15.4
1943 iz » 154 6.6 18.4
1044 17.5 11.6 10.5
1545 P o 20.8 5.5 6.9
1946 - i 14.5 6.6 9.2
1947 o s 13.9 5.1 114
1948 o i 11.1 8.4 9.9
19449 & e 13.8 1.4 9.7
Infantile Mortality in Wards. Comparative Mortality.
Sutton- Urban  Smaller
Year East West Huthwaite Skeghby in- Districts Towns

Ashfield in England
Notts, & Wales

19306 36 73 5 T4 69 b 55
1937 74 a7 fil 100 70 63 55
1938 49 38 62 60 51 46 51
1939 a5 4 45 49 57 51 40
1840 47 Tl a3 Tl 58 60 ad
1941 G a3 o4 a6 67 65 i
1942 68 69 79 50 GG ) | 46
1943 34 5 79 G6 G7 48 4
1944 a5 76 103 a0 G8 40 44
1945 41 GG 36 67 a3 49 43
1946 44 fii 39 a7 46 432 37
1947 47 a2 26 46 d4d 37 el
1948 62 410 i) 24 45 43 32

19490 44 448 40 34 43 34 30
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Smoke Abatement.

Representation made to one firm and this was followed by a very con
siderable improvement.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.

{a) Council Houses found Infested i}
Council Houses Disinfested (i
th) Private Houses found Infested 7
Private Houses Disinfested Lo T
Premizes Disinfested for other Vermin .. - 6 a3

Schools

The Sanitary Provisions at the Schools are reasonable, except at Teversal
school which is still provided with pail closets. Conyersion of ihese has been
promised.

Public Baths

Four samples were examined bacteriologically and all were satisfactory.
Two were pxamined chemieally.

Analyst's Report on Sample of Water taken 1/9/49 at 11.30 a.m.

The sample contains per million paris:—

Total Solids dried at 180°C. o s . = G40.00
Suspended Matter .. : s o S I frace
Chlorides as chlorine = & e £ 02 134.90
Oxidised Nitrogen as niirate ik i ot i 7.20
Oxidized Nitrogen as nitrite " o o .. absent
Free Ammonia : 3 s ok M o 1.552
Albuminoid Ammonia b . e s o 0.416
Temporary Hardness . i e G i - -
Permanent Hardness i 150.00
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hrs. @ 80°F. from N/80 KMno4 it 056
pH WValue ; ; below 2.80
Appearance o o s = .. clear and brighl
Odour o T o e T none
Taste and Colour .. e o i 12 i normal
Heavy Metals = & : 1 T 3 absent
Free Chlorine ‘ : 00,60
No. of colonies develapln:{ pw:'r ml. on Eﬂar at 21°C. in 72 hrs. 7
No. of colonies developing per ml. on agar at 37°C. in 24 hrs. 2
No. of colonies developing per. ml. on agar at 37°C. in 48 hrs. 24
Coli—aerogenes count per 100 mls, at 37°C. in 48 hrs. 0
Faecal coli count per 100 mls. at 44°C. in 48 hrs. 0
Bacillus Coli (Presumptive) absent in 100 mls.

At the time of sampling this water was of satisfactory bacterial quality for
use in the Swimming Pool.

The Ph value of this water is very much on the acid side of neutralily.
Water containing this degree of acidity is likely to be corrosive to iron, mild
steel, copper, zinc and probably lead. The acidity has probably developed by
repeated chlorination of the same volume of water.
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Lettings during 1949 were:—

: Sutton Skegby MHuthwaite Total
New 3 bedroom houses ., & i 33 20 o 111
New 2 bedroom flats A v g ] 10 Fi 18
New 1 bedroom flats o b ' 1] 10 B 18
New 2 bedroom bungalows i o 1} 0 12 12
Relets—Houses iy o 19 1 2 22
Bungalows ; o 12 1 2 15
Flais . ped 10 -] 1 14
4 45 a1 210
Lettings during 1948 . o i 145 140 83 458

Forty-seven of the above were let to tenants selected by the Health De-
partment.

. H. SLACK,

Housing Superintendent.

Housing Architects’ Report

1. Schemes completed,—

ial

ih)

(c)

el

!-49
Hardwick Lane Housing Scheme Extension No., 7
19 pairs Type “ A" 3 Bedroom = 38 Dwellings
18 pairs Type “I,L" Duplex = T6 Dwellings

To House—114 Families

Alfreton Road Housing Scheme Extension No. 2
22 pairs Type “ A" 3 Bedroom = 44 Dwellings
15 pairs Type “ D,” Duplex = 60 Dwellings

To House—104 Families

Healdswood (Skeghy) Housing Scheme, Ext. 2.

10 pairs Type “ A" 3 Bedroom = 20 Dwellings
17 pairs Type “B,” 3 Bedroom = 34 Dwellings
13 pairs Type “ D.” Duplex = 52 Dwellings

To House—106 Families

Huthwaite (Station Road) Housing Scheme.
18 pairs Type “ A" 3 Bedroom = 38 Dwellings
8 pairs Type “D,” Duplex = 32 Dwellings

Ta House—T0 Families

28

12

I"IE

18

Keys handed
to Housing
Superintendent

47

A6

20

Total

114

104

106
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ie) Green's Fields (Skeghy) Housing Scheme.
8 pairs Type “ A,” 3 Bedroom = 16 Dwellings
16 pairs Type “ B, 3 Bedroom = 32 Dwellings
44 Permanent Alum. Bungalows = 44 Dwellings

P —

To House—92 Families G 86 0 4 02

{f) Charles Street Housing Scheme.
16 pairs Type * A" 3 Bedroom = 32 Dwellings
2 single Type "A.)” 3 Bedroom = 2 Dwellings
7 pairs Type “B,” 3 Bedroom = 14 Dwellings
1 single Type “B.,” 3 Bedroom = 1 Dwelling
40 Permanent Alum. Bungalows = 40 Dwellings

To House—&9 Families 31 58 0 0 aa

—

(g} Aged Persons’ Bungalows, Lime Street Area.
7 pairs Type “A.” 2 Bedroom = 14 Dwellings
4 pairs Type "B 2 Bedroom = £ Dwellings
2 single Type “B." 3 Bedroom = 2 Dwellings
To House—24 Aged
Couples 24 00 24

(hy  Huthwaite (Stationn Read) Housing Scheme Exi.
G pairs Type "A" 3 Bedroom = 12 Dwellings

4 pairs Type “D,” Duplex = 16 Dwellings
1 4-Block. 3/4 Bedroom, 1/3
Bedroom = 4 Dwellings

To House—32 Families 32 (I 0 0 32

2. Schemes in Progress:—

{a) Huthwaite (Columbia Streel) Housing Scheme.
T pairs Type " L,” 3 Bedroom 14 Dwellings
10 prs. Types M. & N., 3 Bedroom 20 Dwellings
3 pairs Type “ L., 3 Bedroom G Dwellings
12 pairs Type “L.,"” 3 Bedroom 24 Dwellings
9 prs. Type M. & N., 3 Bedrooms 18 Dwellings

—_—

To House—82 Families 34 1] ] (}] a4

fwiamnn

8 Dwellings
18 Dwellings

4 pairs Type "~ A,” 2 Bedroom
9 pairs Type “B," 2 Bedroom

T'o House—2G6 Aged Couples 12 0o 0 1] 12

(b)) Forezt Road (Skegby) Housing Scheme.
10 pairs Tvype “L.” 3 Bedroom 20 Dwellings
1 pair Type “RA.," 2 Bedroom 2 Dwellings
1 pair Type “RB,” 2 Bedroom 2 Dwellings
3 pairs Type “S,” 2 Bedroom 6 Dwellings
10 pairs Type *T." 2 Bedroom 20 Dwellings
5 pairs Type “B,” 2 Bedroom
Bungalows

11 1 |

1) Dwellings

Il

To House—60 (50 Families & 10 Aged Couples)
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1—Ingpection of Dwelling-Houses During the Year:—

{1y (a) Total number of Dwelling-Housez inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts)

(b} Number of inspeclions made for the purposze

{21 {a) Number of D-.'.'?H:im{-Huu!-;Eti tincluded under sub-head
(1) abowve) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations

(b)) Number of inspections made for the purpose s .

(3 Mumber of Dwelling-Houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation

id) Number of Dwelling-Houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit forr human habitation

2. Remedy of Defects During the Year Without Service of Formal
Motices:—

Number of Defective Dwelling-Houses rendered fit in

consequence of informal action b;-,r the Local Authority
or their Officers = : o

). Action Under Statutory Powers During the Year:—

(a) Proceedings under the Housing Aet, 1936.

(1) Number of Dwelling-Houses in respect of which notices
served requiring repairs .. N o

(2) Mumber of Dwelling-Houses which were rendered fif
after service of formal notices

(a) By Owners
(b} By Local Authority in Default

b} Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(1} Number of Dwelling-Houses in respect of which notices
were served reguiring defects to be remedied

(2) Number of Dwelling-Houses in which defects were
remedied after serviece of formal notices ..

ta) By Owners
{b)» By Loecal Authority in Default

ied Proceedings under Sﬁclmns 11 and 13 of the HQUEII‘IE Act,
1936 i f '

(d) Froceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936

CE]

4. Housing Act, 1936—0vercrowding
No material change

415
1078

45

470

373

261

J01
200

101
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5 GClearance Area Procedure

Re-Housing
No. of Families Re-housed i L : o e 47
No. of Persons Re-housed 3, o = o ceoo 240
Houses demolished i L2 . 2 o o 25
Houses demolished since Slum Clearance commenced .. L. 998

Camping Sites, Temporary Dwellings, etc.

The Council decided to close down the existing camping site at Sheepwash
Lane as the land proved unsuitable for this purpose, and further, is now re-
guired for works necessary to strengihen the banks of the Lawn Dam,

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

1. Inspections

Part 1
Number -
on Inspec- Written Prosecu-
Premises Register tions Notices tions

(i} Factories in which Sections
1, 2. 3, 4 and G are to be en-
foreced by Local Authorities 11 2 1 0

{ii} Factories not included in (i)
in which Section 7 is enforeed
by the Local Authority 100 38 2 0

2, Cases in which defects were found

Found Remedied
Want of Cleanliness i i i 1 1

Sanitary Conveniences—
{a) Insufficierst .. ; 1 1

(b} Unsuitable or defective i e 1 1

Part VI

There were 236 outworkers on the list all engaged in the making of wearing
apparel. No action was necessary during the year.
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SECTION E

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

(a) Milk Supply:—

Mo, of Dairies on Hegister 31.12.49 e . s 2 15
No. of Distributors 31.12.49 o o i o o 4
Dealers’ Licence to sell Pasteurised Milk 31.12.48 . o 7 41
Dealers’ Licence to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk 31.124% .. i 42
Dealers’ Licence to rell Sterilised Milk 31.12.40 .. ¥ s 46
Supplementary Licences Le sell Pasteurised Milk 31.12.49 . o 2
Supplementary Licences to sell Tuberculin Tested Milk 31.12.49 .. 2
No. of Visits to Cowsheds and Dairies s e cen 4 132
New Dairies erected it s oo 5 A 1]
New Cowsheds erected .. o o S o o 0
Cowsheds and Dairies modernised .. i ;o P ws (1]
Minor Repairs at Cowsheds and Dairies .. v e 0

Milk Samples Taken

b 0 4 g 1 } Non
Pasteurised ] Raw Pasteurised Sterilised Designated Total
T 2 ‘ 8 4 ) 25

(b) Meat and Other Foods.

No. of Slaughterhouses ... 30
Licensed = L o 4 e s 0
No. of Butchers using the above o i i 44
New Slaughtermen’s Licences issued .. = e 1
Slaughtermen’s Licences o Ly bk iy 61
No. of Visits to Slatughterhouses - : % 80

Meat and Food Inspected and Condemned

At Butchers” Shops and Depot

Imported—174Llbs. Beef, decomposition; 1754lbs. Corned Beef, blown.
Home Killed Pork—451bs,

At Retail Shops

Tinned Milk, 37 tins: Tinned Meat, 10 tins: Tinned Fish, 54 tins: Miscel-
laneous Tinned, 209 tins; Bacon, 531bs.; Cheese, 23ilbs.; Tea, 43lbs.; Ham, 4ilbs.;
Eggs., 256; Brussels, 14cwis.; Jam. 121bs.; Figs, 11lbs.: Qats and Cereals, 1111bs.;
Sugar, 48lb.: Flour, 9bs: Pickles, 46 jars: Salad Cream, 19 bottles; Miscellaneous
Items, 5lbs. Fresh Fish—Cod, 61 stones; Mussells, 213 stones,
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Carcases Inspected and Condemned

All animals intepded for sale are now slaughtered and inspected at the
Mansfield Borough Slaughter louse.

Pigs
(Not for
Sale)
Number killed - A - £ Not known
MNumber inspected .. i o o 501

All diseases except Tuberculosis:
Whole carcases condemned i 2 0

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

Percentage of the number inspected
affected with disease other than

Tuberculosis o o 14%
Tuberculosis only:
Whole carcases condemned e 5 ]
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned s o 26
Percentage of the number inspccted
affected with tuberculosis - 5.2%

Particulars of Ocgans surrendered.—Tuberculosis, 7 Mesenieries, 13 heads,
6 Plucks. Other conditions: 2 Plucks, 3 Livers, 2 Kidneys. Total weight,
141lbs.

Food and Drugs

The usual reports from the County Council have been received, but do not
call for any special comment.

lce Cream
Total Grading on Methylene Blue Test
Samples 1 2 3 4
of 33 13 3 3

10 Samples were analvsed [or fat content and found Lo satisfy the Ministry
of Food standard.

Food Poisoning Outhreaks

None occurred.

Clean Food Campaigns

No lectures, exhibitions or special propaganda schemes were held during
the year. '
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SECTION F

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER
DISEASES

The Mational Health Service Act has proved very helpful o distriets which
Lave rever had a special hospital of their own. Cases of measles, whooping
cough and gastro-enteritis for whom hospital aceommodation was extremely
difficult or impossible to obtain in the past, are now admitted when necessary.
Various indefinite febrile conditions, suspected of being infective, have also
been zdmitted to hospital for observation and diagnosis. In addition, the trans-
fer to isolation hospital of cases of infectious disease occurring in general hos-
pitals has been simplified.

Scarlet Fever

One hundred and fifty-three cases occurred throughout the year with a
minor peak (36 cases) in June and July, and a major peak Scptember io Dec-
cmber (76 cases).

Motifications were received from all Wards, as shown:i—

East West Huthwaite Skegbhy Total
a1 a2 62 28 153

The disease ran a benign course. Foriy-ihree cases were admitted to hos-
pital, as under:—
Forest, Derby Lodge Moo, Moaorton Mewark Carlton

Mansfield Sheffield
29 ] 4 3 1 1

There was nothing of note in the age and sex distribution:—

Ape Groups: Males Females Total
1—3% years ” 5 3 8
3—5 vears i 15 15 30
5—10 years e 30 52 a2

10—15 wears o & 16 24

15—25 years E 4 3 7

Over 25 years X 1 1 2

! G a0 153
Diphtheria

A child aged two, who had received two injections of A.P.T. in May and
June, 1948, was admitted to Forest Hospital in July, 1949, as a possible laryngeal
diphtheria. The diagrosis was not confirmed bacteriologically but the Medical
Officer of the Hospital considered the case was clinically a laryngeal diphtheria.
The child was treated in a steam tent and given antitoxin, He made a speedy
recovery and wzs discharged well after a fortnight in hospital. This case has
not been included in the records as a true diphtheria though it may have been
one. No official notificalion was received, but the hospilal discharge note gave

that diagnosis
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Smallpox
Prophylaxis

The total successiul vaccinations, including all ages, wag 169. Of these, 121
were at clinics and 48 by General Practitioners.

Measles

Eight hurdred and seventy-six notifications were received. Cases occurred
throughout the year, but the epidemic was mainly January to March, when 714
of the cases were notified.

Nine children were admitted to Forest Hospital and one to Lodge Moor.

Though no deaths were recorded from measles, one infant aged one year,
died in Forest Hospital from broncho-pneumonia about a week after notification
of measles had been received.

The distribution of the disease in Wards, and the age and sex incidence are
shown below:—

East West Huthwaite Skegby Total
401 249 130 196 876
Age Groups: Males Females Total

Under 1 year s 11 13 24
1—3 years i 112 135 237
3—5 years i 154 140 294
5—10 years . 158 150 308
10—15 wears it 4 G 10
15—25 vears 1 1 2
25 veers and over e 0 1 1
440 4306 876

Tuberculosis

New Cases. _ Deaths.
Age Non- Non-
periods Pulmonary Pulmonary Pulmonary  Pulmonary
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F
0-1 (1] 0 ] 1] f i )] ]
1-5 0 1 1] 0 0 0 0 0
5-15 1 1 0 1 0 1 0 0
15-25 1 4 1 4 4 3 0 2
25-35 4 i} 0 ] 2 2 (1] n
35-45 2 2 ] ] [} 4 0 0
45-55 1 0 L] (1] 0 1 ] 1]
65-65 2 0 0 0 1 0 ] (1]
65 and
upwards 0 1 1] 0 ] 1 ] 0
WIRE Totals 11 17 1 7 1 0 2
Registrar-General’s Figures o 11 1 1
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