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SUNDERLADND
BB P BALTH AUTHORITY

ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HBALTH
FOR THE
YEAR ENDED DECEMEER 31s%t, i1942.

=C THE MAYDR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE COUNTY
BOROUGH OF SUNDBRLAND ACTING AS THE PORT HIALTH
AUTHORITY OF THE PORT OF SUNDERLAND.

Thie report is in an abbreviated form compared with
those of previous years, in accordance with the wishes
of the Ministry of Health as outlined in their Circular
Ko. 1937; permanent arrangements which have becn fully
presented in preovious Annual Reports have been omitted
if they have rcmained unaltered, and certain tables
have been oither loft cut altogether or curtailed.
Tables dealing with thce mumber of ships arriving and
depariing arc also excluded.

During the year L4 casce of infeoctious discase,
¥iz., Halaria 1, Mumps 1, Meningococcal Meningitis 1,
2d Pnoumeonia 1, were found to exist on vossels
ansering thae Port, No case of infeotious disoasc
aproad from the Port to the Borough,

During the pasgt yoar the Mastor of a forocign going -
woasel made a roguest for tho vaceination of tho
07ficors and orew on his ship. The reoguest was granted
and twenty Tour mombers wore successfully vaccinated,
o members of the crow wero foumd to have boeci recently
racoinated end cight mombere refusod vaceination or had
otherwise been succcssfully vaccinated within the past
five ycars. Therc wore cight primary cascs which were
nobtifiod to 'the local Vaceination Qfficaer,

- Worlt undcr articles 19-21 of tho Port Sanitary
(Jeratisation of Ships) Regulations 1933, has rosultcd
in 70 Certificntos for "Doreatisotion" or Deratisation
"Sxomption being issued, compared with 68 iscsued last

roanr,

During the year your Port Medical Off'iccr was
callod out and visited £6 ships at tho Docks snd River,

Coertain duties in connection with Civil Defence arc
dircetly concernod with the Port Health Authority,
ineluding (1) Provision to bc made for the boarding of
vecsels, whether contaminated by gas or not, immediately
on arrival by tho Port Medical Officer of Hcalth, 1f thoy
have on beoard vasce of infectious sickness or of serious
iilneces or accident urgently roquiring trcatmont on shore
or if they have come from an infeotod port; (2) Tho
sapervision of discmbarkation and dispomal of porsons
who have become casualtice by recason of a gas nttack on a ship
antering or lying in port; (3) An arrangement with the Doeck
Authority to provido a suitablo site on shore for tho
reception of contaminated food-sgtuffs, whother in ships or
ol. shorao,



Although the Port is not authorised for the
admission of Aliens, during the year, owing to special
circumstances, refugees from other allied countries,
ineluding seamen, have been medically examined at the
reguest of the Immigration Authorities and certified
fit to iand,

Circular Mo.2641 (Louse Borne Typhus)

In acceordance with the above named ecircular,
medical inspection of crews on arrival from European
and African ports has beeh carried out on beoard of
three wvessels.

Orain sicrod in a warchouse for over two years
was moved for mllling purposes, Dock labourers who
were chgaged complained of a skin disease on the Tace,
neck ané hands due to living organisms which infected
the grain, A zood deal of dissatisfaction among the
mern was caused and representatives demanded an anguiry.

At this time in the Borough I had been making
an investigation intc ... Iafection of self raising
flour, and proprietory articles made from flour, which
were found to be heavily infested with Tyroglyphus
Farinaa. Thi- organism caused the wholec mass to appear
to be alive, as visible movement in it was psrceptible.

On examination of the grain at the warehouse, no
living organism was observed but owing to the length of
time at which the grain had bcen stored in a dry
condition, the outer husk had become separated, split
and, in many i:steances, loft very sharp points in its
construction. fhese sharp angles had caused tho
irritation on cxposed surfaces of the men engagod in
moving the grain and this was obviated by covering the
skin with greace.

A noteworthy feature of the investigation was the
complete satisfaction of the rcprecaentatives of tho men
who had seen for themselves, by the aid eof a microscope
which had been taken to the docks, that the grain
containad no living organisam.

The work of the Port Health Inspcetors has besn
maintained at & wory high standard of afficiency.

I wish to record my thanks for the waluable asaistance
givan by H.M. Collector of Customs and his staff, alsoc
the officials of the River Wear Comunissioners, Board of
Trade Surveyors, Pilots and Shipping Agents who have so
willingiy co-operated with the Port Health Authority.

A, S5, HEBELETHWAITE.
Port Medical Qfficcr of Health.

Health Office,
Athenseum Buildings,
27, Fawcett Strect,
Eundarlanﬂ.
March,1943,
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WATER SUPPLY

During the past year 8 samples from the water
boate were submitted to the Municipal Bacteriologist;
the rosults of the examinations are summarised in the
following table:=-

19 4 2.
| ' i
Bource Number of] Class 1) Glass 2,| Class 3. | Class L,
samples
Water Boate 8 7 1I — S
Hydrants —— —— e i aeama
Tntﬂ-l & % B & @ B ? 1 - -

Class 1, A water containing no B,Coll in 100 ga. of water SATISFACTORY.
Class 2, B.Qoli test positive in 100 ece.negative in 10 ec,,...DOUBTFIL.
Claes 3, B.Coli test positive in 10 ce, nogative in 1 cec,UNSATISFACTORY.
Class 4. B.Coli test positive in 1 00, Or 1888 wevevrinvrnncnne o « o « BAD.

ARTICLE 16 (PORT SANITARY REGULATIONS)
19 550

No diffioulty has been experienced
during the past year in applying the
provisions of Article 16, relating to
unauthorised persons bearding vessels
before they are freo from control under
tho a bove-=mentioncd Regulations,.



TABLE Ce

Cases of Infecticus Sickness landed from Vessels,

. ]

Disease i Eﬁ%lgz ?;E;? __f Hg;ngﬁrzgg?ela.i

iPaaaengers.i Crew. l I

| Malaria | 204y =0 ] . |

Meningococecal 5 i !

Meningitis, { a e i 1 1 J

Mumps ] ek ! 1 1 j

| Pneumonia { 5 1 1 1
I ; .

i | i | L i !
TABLE D,

Cages of Infections Sickness ocourring on Veasels
during the voyage but disposed of prior to arrival,

: ]
F Disease No. of cases No, of vessels |
during 1942, goncerned. !
Passengers, Crew I |
Malaria N 1 1
!
Total ... e i 1 1

—_— e
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OTHER CASES OF SICKNESS, ETC., INVESTIGATED.

In addition to the cases of infectious diseases
tabulated, 99 cases of non-infectious sickness, etec,,
occurring during the voyage or on arrival and during
stay in Port, were investigated by the Port Health
Inspectors. These included 67 cases of non-inTectious
sickness, 16 cases of -Injuries, 15 cases of vencreal
disease and 1 death from injuries,

i

VENENEAL DISEASES,

Humber of Seamen treated at the V.D. Clinie during

1942,
British | Total | Poreign | Total
| syph.& Soft | | Syph. & Soft
| Chanere srais | mes | Chanere ..... sre
goft Chancre & | | 8oft Chanecre & | F
Gonorrhosa .. et GONOrrhoGa +» | ses
E‘Whilia & F & & B 3?- | Bwhilis L I 25
| Bof't Chancre . 3 { 8aft Chanore . e
Syprh. & Qono . 1 Syph. & Gono . 5 i
Gonorrhoga ... &5 Gonorrhoea ... 21 I
Non=Venareal | Non-Venercal !
Disoags ..ese 20 DiBCABO seese 5 ;
T‘I’.‘l't-E.l ' ] ' 1 26' i Tiﬂ}ﬂl o w 5I+ |
o —— . e ———— = e —— — ]

PARROTS (PROHIBITION OF IMPORT) RE TIONS,
AE- R

One parrot and onc budgerigar came under observation
during the past year, and written undertakings that the
birds would not be landed werc received from the owners,

DANGERQUS DRUGS (NO, 3) REGULATIONS,1923.

No appliecation for a Certificate to procure drugs
under the provisions of the above-named Regulations was
granted during the past year.



MEASURES AGAENST RODIDNTS.

511 wvisits lave been paid to vessels in connection
with the work of rat destr ection during the past year,
compared with 426 for the corresponding period of 1941.
Rat destruction was carried out on board 26 vessels as
against 32 vessels in 1941 resultinz in the destruction
of 396 rats compared with 575 for the preceding year,
1753 rats were destroyed, prinecipally by trapping, at
warehouses, wharves and industrial premises on the
river and docks, compared with 1500 for 19L1, making a
total of 2149 for 1942 as compared with 2075 for the
previous year.

In addition, Y140 poison baits, nompared with L826
for the preceding year, were laid at ®arious points
whers trapping was considered futile, the result of
which cannotbe properly estimated. Two rats have been
submitted for bacteriological examination during the
past year with negative results,

The total number of visits pald to vessels and
premiscs during 1942, for the purpose of rat
destruction was 2255 oompared with 1869 for 1941,

BAT PROOFING.

The warshouses at the Docks and on the river
continue to boe well maintained as regards protection
from rata,

It is intercseting to note that sincc the Port
of Bunderland was approved by the Ministry of Health
in January 1929, for the issue of "Deratisation" and
Deratisation "Exemption" Certificates in accordance
with the provieions of Artiele 28 of the International
Sanitary Convention of Paris, 1926, 1659 such
Certificates have beecn issued for which fees amounting
to the sum of £3378. 6. 6. have been collected,
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TABLE @,

Heasures of Rat Destruection on Vessols from
Plapue infectod ports arriving
in tho Port during the year,

| Total | Number | Number |Number Wumber | Humber | Numbcr | Humber

| Numbor of such | of rats|of such | of rats| of such | of rats; of such
{ of such | vessels |killed.|veesols | killed.| vessols | killed,.® vessols
| ragscls migated Ramigated i onwhich | on whicoh
| arriving. by 8.0¢ by H.C.N[. { Tranping | mea sures
[ Poisoning of Rat

i gto wero Dastruc
| employed. tion

| worc no
i Eg¥riud
Berar, 2 3 L 5 6 7 8

| =19 - - 1 19 L 105 14

| 4

m

£ Including Vessols known to have called at Infocted Ports during
the Voyago,

TAELE

H.

%

"Deratisation" Certificatos and Deratisation
"Exomption" Certificates issued during

the year,

1 No,of No, of Deratisation Cerbificates | Mo, of Total

ships s issued. Deratis- | Certi-
| | After Fumigation with,|After ITGtal ation B | Ticates
! | H.C.W. [Sulphur.[H.C.I, & trapping smption Isaed
i | 8ulphur paisnnmg' ! Cortifi-
! | gte, " catos
I l i 1issuod.
| 1 2 Ll o 5 6 Wiy 8
| | :
ITotals..| 70 b 2 | 3 NIL 9l 6 70
;'-=-===-—- ——_""'—j"_'__m= ——l "===

X Applicable only to those ports approvod by the Ministry
of Health for the issue of "Deratisation" Certificates
and Dorotisation "Exemption" Cortificates in accordance
with the provisions of Article 28 of the Intornational
Sanitary Convention,1926, (Form Port II)
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HYGIENE O' CREVS SFACEE.
TABLE 1.
CLASSIFICATION OF HUISANCES.

Nationality |Structural Dirt,Vorrin, |
of Vessol. defeats and other
| through woar | conditiors
and toar. projudicial
to hoalth,
Eritish... 292 222
Other Nationa 2L _ 16

The above ftable is a classiflication of
the nuisances and defeoects found to exlst on
board the vessels :nspectod during ths past
year, Of this nusber 104 or 7.L8% werc
found to have oneé or moro nuisonccs or sani-
tary defects, composed for the most part of
dirty or verminous quarteys, fou. w.cls,
bilges, poak and bollast tanks, defective
port lighte, defcetive stoves and fittings,
leaky deoks, dofeciive w.c's, doors ete.
With thc exeception 2f 3 vesascle which left
thoe Port hoforo thoe necoessary work was
comploted, all the nuisancces and defects
wore remedicd, suzcestive that tho work is

T e

carried out with a minimmm of fricticon,
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Vi, FOOD INSPECTION,

The Public Health (Imported anﬂa} Repulations, 1937.
Phe Public Health (Imported Milk) Regulaiionsz, 1926,
The Public Health (Preservatives} &c., i1 Food) Regu=

pations, 1925 to 1940, and the Public Health
{shellfisn) Regulations, 193L.

In accordance with the powers contained in those
Regulations relating to the inspection of Foods
arriving from foreign and home ports, th: provisions
have been carriocd out in so far as they concorn the
Public Health (Imported Food) Regulations,1937. With
regard to the Publie Health (Imported Milk) Regulations
1926, and the Public Health (Proservativaes cte., in
Fﬂﬂﬂj Rogulations 1925 to 1940, it has not beon found
neccssary to tako any action, Samples are rogularly
taken by the examining ©fficer of Customs in compliance
with the above named kegulations,

26 visits have becon paid to ships, wharvos and
warehouscs on the River and at tho Docks for the
purpose of inspeoeting consipnmente of foodatuffs.

The undormentioned guantities of feod-stuffas woro
found to be unfit for human consumption and were dealt
with in the following manner, wviz:- 5% sacks of corcals
{shins stores) turncd over to tho Ministry of Focd for
salvagao, 5 tons of potatoos roleascd for pig food,

2% tons of potatoes destroyed and 31 lbe of tea
destroyed, :

BHEIL PISH

The Public Health (Shell Fish) Regulations, 1934,
came into operation on January 1at; 1935. Tha
Regulations refeor to the gathering and selling for
human consumption of shell fish which may be infected,
Thero are no layings, private or publie, within the
Jurisdicticn of this Authority.



