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SUDBURY URBAN DISTRICT

OR

BOROUGH OF SUDBURY,

IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY OF WEST SUFFOLK.

Annual Report of the Aedical Officer of Health
FOR 1897.

{ Pursuant fo the Regulations of the Local Government Board and of the West! Suffolk Conndy Conneil,)

Population 1881, 6,591, Population 1881, 7,058,
Acreage 2,003,  Rateable value £19,428,
Geological formation, Chalk, covered with brick earth or drift sands and gravels, superficially alloviom.

I. BIRTHS.

There were 129 births registered during the year, equivalent to a birth-rate of 18.2 per thousand of the
population. The births and birth-rates in the borough during the past seven years were

1891, 1892, 16893, 1854, 1885, 188G, 1897,
Births hiEBE el S B e b RS e R T B i SR |
Birth-rats 260 ., 225 ., 270 ,. M0 ., 254 .. 252 .. 152

II. DEATHS.

The number of deaths from all canses registered in the district was 120, from which 24 deaths in the Work-
house and St. Leonard's Hospital from the rural parishes have to be subtracted, leaving the actual deaths as 96,
equivalent to a death-rate of 13.5 per thousand of the population.  The deaths and death-rates during the past seven

years were
1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 1895, 1506, 1897,

Deaths registered . 126 .. 172 .. 1432 .. 166 .. 143 .. 1 .. 120

Deaths belonging
to the District § 108 .. 130 .. 12% .. 137 .. 111 .. 12
Death-rate 145 . (1B4 .. 103 Lo 083 (16T .. 1T

25 o T
T 13.5
INFART MORTALITY.
The deaths among infants under one year of age were @, this is cquivalent to the proportion of 69.7 deaths to a
thousand births.  For all England the proportion was 156.0.,
ZYMOTIC DISEASES
Canged 7 deaths, equal to 2 death-rate of 0.9 per thousand of the population. The causes of these deaths were
Scarlet Fever 1, Typhoid Fever 1, Whooping Cough 1, Diarrhaa 1, Peerperal Fever 2, Diphtheria 1.
DEATHS FROM OTHER CAUSES

Belonging to the district were 89: these included the following causes ; Phthisis 12, Bronchitis and Pneumonia
17, Heart Dizeases 10, Cancer 4, Injuries 6.

The vital statistics recorded above show considerable variation from preceding years. It is difficult to account
for the marked decrease in the birth-rate of 25 per cent.

The number of deaths is also much below the average ; this may be accounted for by the absence of any serious
epidemic and the small death-rate therefrom.

The Infectious Diseases Nolification Act has been in operation during the year, and has facilitated the
prevention of the spread of infectious diseases. The total number of cases notified were 45, equal to 6.7 per
thousand of the population. The cases notified were, Scarlet Fever 31, Diphtheria 1, Erysipelas 11, Typhoid Fever 3,
Puerperal Fever 2. The following are some particulars in respect of these diseases,



SCAELET FEVEE OR SCARLATINA.

At the close of the preceding year this discase was rather prevalent in the district, and most of the cazes
notified occurred in January and February in consequence of this existing infection : this chiefly arose from children
attending school, who had unnoticed mild attacks.  One fatal case occurred, though the type o the disedse was ﬂ:rg
mild. The usual precantionary measures were taken in each family affected, and the North Street School 1 had elose
for three days for the purpose of cleansing and disinfecting.

TYPHOID FEVER.

Twa of the cases which accurred were of a very mild character, and no insanitary condition existed on either of
the premises.  The third case occurred shortly after child-birth and proved fatal. The water supply in this case was
from a well, situated within a few yvards of a stspcpu],'tlmugh the water on analysis showed no contamination, yet the
soil being porous rendered the well liable to it. I thercfore advised the closing of the well, and the town water
subatituted.  The bedding from this case had to be burned before the house could be properly disinfiected.

Of other infectious discases, one case of Diphtheria eccurred which proved fatal in a child aged two years.
Chicken-pox was rather prevalent during the Autumn, and a few cases of Mmsfes showed, but did not spread.

The Isolation Hespital was not used daring the year. It is kept in readiness if required.
WATER SUFFLY—ITS SUFFICIENCY.

The Borough Waterworks have maintained an efficient supply during the year, though ﬁe?anﬂr during the
summer months it was necessary to shut the water off from the mains duﬁr'ﬁ‘lhe night, in order to keep the reservoir
from failing. the supply not being able to keep uwp with the outflow. iz intermittency of supply canses much
complaint, and is unsafe owing to the possibility of fires occorring. It is not due to any de%cimc_r in the guantity of
waler pumped into the reservoir, which is more than ample for :I.IFt]:H! constant requirements of the town, but is doe to
the waste of water through the various causes of leakage, fully one half of the water pumped up 'bejug lost in this way.

Active steps are now being taken to test sections of the town, and to detect and to prevent this constant and serions
waste.

ITS PURITY.

Owing to the serious outbreaks of Enteric Fever during the past year, public attention is specially directed to
the purity of the water sapply.

The Sudbury Water is derived from a depth of 300 feet in the chalk, so that it is quite impossible that its
source could get in any way contaminated. ‘The reservoir, which is capable of containing 300,000 gallons, is so
situated and constructed that it is also beyond suspicion. A good test of this occorred during the autumn, when the
reservoir was cleancd out for the first time. I cxamined the sediment which was removed, both chemically and

microscopically, and found it to be absolutely (ree of organic matter, consisting only of carbonate of lime and a little
sand.

The last quantitative analysis of the water that was made was five years ago by Dr. Thresh, at his laboratory,
Chelmsford, and was as follows :—

* Physical properties—Clear, colourless, saline residue not afiected by heat.

Total Solids an ar o 47.0 grains per gallon.
Nitrogen e i At ala 3’[?'& Gk

»  corresponding to Nitric Acid .. - -5 1.37
Chlorine .. e i - as 3.4

o corresponding with Common Salt i e 5.6
Hardness .. s e .n . 20.9
Alkalinity—Carbonate of Lime and Soda . o 1.7
Lead, Iron, Phosphates 5t . “ none
Free Ammonia .. o - e e J00 parts per million.
Organic Ammonia .. A i i 02 o =
Mitrites (as Nitrogen) o i e i none
Oxygen used in 4 hours o i o 07

This is a water of great organic purity.
JOHN C. THRESH, Essex County Medical Officer of Health.”

That the town water still maintains this high character of purity I can verify, as in my numerous qualitative
analysis of samples of water from my rural districts, I use the town water as the standard of comparison, and any

deviation would be noticed.
Other sources of water supply in the town are from private wells.  About 90 wells are still in nse.
SEWERS AND SEWAGE.

‘The outlet of the main sewer in Friars Meadow was cleaned out, and the collected silt removed by the dredger.
The Melford Road Sewer had to be repaired in several places owing to bloc ; this sewer being only 6-inch

is now quite inadequate for the sewage requirements of the largely increased number of honses which hmm
vrected in this part of the town.

The sewers have been flushed when storm water was long absent.









