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THE ANNUAL REFORT OF THE
¥ MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
TO THE
STURMINSTER RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL,
Tor the year
190407,

L Area - 45,364 acres,

Retaable value - 257,504,
Production of 8 penny rate = £159,

Vital Statistics.

Population (Registrar General's Estimate) = 5,592,

LIVE BIRTHS - Comparative figures for
iiale. Female. (a) North Dorset (b) England &
Tetal (172) 80 BE Wales,
Legitimate 87 79 Rate per 1,000
Illegitimate 3 3 resident pop:
= 20,0 19,7 20,5
STILLBIRTHS -
Total (3) - 3 Rate per 1,000
resident pop:
= D.E ':.:'1‘:5 G‘.E'.
DEATHS -
Total (126) 54 72 Rate per 1,000
reasident pop:
= 1",1.‘6 1442 1‘319
Deaths in infants Infantile death
under 1 year - 6 rate per 1,000
live births =
G4,.8 008 41,0
Deaths from Maternal Causes - 1

L It diarrhoea in infantes - Mil
ir W ypoad traffic sccidents = 3
" H  pgther viclent causes -1

B. Personal Health Bervices in the district.

In view of the impending operation of the National Health Service Act
1946 in July next, for record purposes, it is considered worth while
noting the present medical arrangements in the dlstrict,

Private Medical Practitioners -

There are 8 Medical Practitioners practicing wholly or in part in the
district.

Profeasional Wursing in the home -

Under arrangements made by the Dorset County Nursing Association 5
District Nurses are resident in the district,

General Hespital Pacilities =
There is no hospital within the district. Patients requiring general
hospital treatment go to Dorchester, Bournemouth, Sherborne, Shaftesbury
or Blandford.
Ambulance Faclilities -
An Ambulance for general purposes, provided by your Council

and stationed in Sturminster, provides an adequate service for your
district, 1



C.

The Ambulance of the North Dorset Joint Hospltal Board, stationed at
Sherborne, provides facilitiea for the transport for cases of infectious
digease.

Midwifery Service -

The Dorset County Council through the agency of the County Nursing
Association, provides domiciliary midwifery service, 5 District Nurse/
Midwives are resident in the district.

Maternity cases requiring admission to hospital are admitted under the
County Scheme to the Yeatman Hospltal, Sherborne, the Westminster Memorial
Hospital, Shaftesbury or the Dorchester County Hospital.

Nursing Homes =

There is only one registered Nursing Home in the district. This provides
for occasional maternity cases,

Labeoratory Service -
; The Dorset County Laboratory (a laboratory in association with the
Medical Research Council) provides full laboratory facllities for the
There is no public mortuary accommodation in the district. The nearest
available accommodation providing facilities for the carrying out of post
mortem examination is at Gillingham in the Zhaftesbury Rural Dlstriet,
Tuberculosis =

The Tuberculosis Service 1is provided by the Dorset County Couneil. ‘The =
nearest available elinics are at Dorchester and Poole.

Venereal Disease -

The Venersal Disease Jervice is provided by the Dorset County GCounncil,
The nearest dlagnostic and treatment clinics are held at Pocle and
Dorchester. |

School Health Serpvices -

These are provided by the Dorset County Council., There are no achool
miner ailment clinics held in the distriect, nor are school nureing stafr
avallable for attendance, with the Medical 0fficer, at routine school
madical inapections.

Child welfare =
Child welfare provision is made by the Dorset County Council., oOne health

vigitor 1s resident in the district and a weekly Child Welfare Centre 1s
held at Sturminster Newton.

Sanitary circumstances of the district.

l. SANITARY STAFF,

Senior Sanitary Inspector - J«H. Dean, M.8.I.A.
Asgistant Sanitary Inspector - F. Hodsonl, MeS:lelsy AaMul.B.Es

Both officers are engaged full time on sanitary dutles,

As from the 1st April 1947, at the request of the Council, the duties of
Licensing Officer were transferred to the Building Burveyor -and the Scnior
Sanitary Inspector took over the full responsibility for the District
Water Supply.

These arrangements have worked very satisfactorily during the year, and
it is evident that this re-grouping of duties as between the departments, |
gives efficient and eatisfactory control.
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Clerical staff =

1 One wholetime clerk is empleyed in connection with sanitary duties and
in addition, further assistance is available from the office "pool" of
shorthand-typists.

=. WATER SUPPLY,

Apart from various storage and distribution problems the latter part of
the year proved the most diffiicult period for the availability of water at
the sources of supply that the Council has had to Tace since becoming a
water supply suthority. The severe winiry periocd in the early months of-

* the year followed by brilliant hot summer and an abnormally dry autumn
gauaed the yield eof the springs to drop to record low levels, A4t the same
time the highest consumptlon yet met with was also reached.

The statistical data is as follows:-

Rainfall (as recorded at Cookwell pumping station) from June to
December -

June 1.38 ins.
July 44 N
August .02 "
September L3239 ™
October 1,00 H
November 1.4 W
December aro "

' Total rainfall for the year - 29.21 ins,
Totel annuel rainfall for the preceding 5 years was -

1942 34,73

e o 1945 : 28,354
i 1944 26. 70
1945 . | 24.64

= 1946 35,55

The lowest yield of springs (December 1847) was 317,000 gallons per day.

The previous lowest yelld recorded was in August 1943 when the yleld
wag 350,000 gallons per day.

The highest consumption 1947 (October) was 374,000 gallons per day.

The highest recorded consumption during each of the past b years, for
comparison purposes, was as follows:- :

1942 173,842 gallons per day.

2 1545 186,880 " i "

! 1944 282,771 M "oon

{ 1945 290,000 ™ LB
1946 140,084 " L "
1947 374,000 " g jm

In order to deal with the emergency the following steps were taken:-

Barly in the year arrangements were made to take approximately 10,000
"gallons per day inte an existing 11" pipe line from the Winecanton R.D.Cs.
‘5" water main at Priors Down, Stalbridge pending the laying of a &"
connection which has been approved by the Ministry of Health and which will

eventually form part of the Sturminster R.D.Cs. post-war water scheme for
Alton. Pancras,

In November 1947 restriction was placed on all supplies in the district
betwsen 10 p,m, and 7 a,m, and the usc of water for watering gardens and
washing cars by hose was prohibited, It also became obvious that more
drastic restrictions would have to be imposed unless additicnal water could
be obtained and following strenucus efforts by the maintenance staff 20,000
gallons per day were obtained from the Wincanton R.D.C., at Pricrs Down,
gtalbridge by the installation of an electric booster and 10,000 gallons per
day from the Shaftesbury R.D.C. through an emergency an sonnection to that
autherity's main near Moorside, Marnhull, :

In addition, further difficulties arcse due to the collapse of green sand
into the Duntish springs at Buckland Newton in March 1947 invelving consider
able interruption of water supplies, particularly in the Stalbridge area

i



and also, by reason of the defective condition of the trunk main between -*
Buckland Newton and Stalbridge, it was necessary to restrict water supplies
periodically gt night.

With the 'steady demand for improved agricultural water supplies, apart
from the increasing domestic consumption due to the building programme, 1t
is certain that even with normal weather conditions the autumn of 1948 will
be a periocd of water shortage and for this reason it 1s hoped that it will
be possible to press forward with the first part of the development scheme
for the provislon of additicnal water from the new Alten Pancras boreholes.

New Works.

Two new borcholes were sunk at Alton Pancras, The results of the tesat
pumping satisfied the requircments of the Ministry of Health and it is
understood that a public local inguiry will be held early in 1948 in
connection with the proposed new scheme of water supply based on Alton
Pancrcs sources of water.

New connections to the Council's main csrried aut during the year were
s follows:=

1l) domestic use a3
2) agrieultural purposes 47
35) other purposes 16

The number of houses (other than Council houses) supplied by maina supply
direct to the house or by standpipes or-frem other means is shown in the -
following table:-

' _Council Mains, Private Mains. _Wells eto.
l PARISH " In, Out Stand- In @ -Outj Stand- | In out,
! ; ,pipe. | | pipe,
Child Okeford g5 14 | 15 o I 5 a7
Fifchead Magdalen 27 2 % 2 |
Fifehead Hevillc B 15 6 1 1
'‘Hazelbury Bryan 100} 25 ¢ 4 iz
Hanford ) 2 2 3
{Hammoon 15 1
lHinton St. Mary o 4 54 | 10 4 2
IIbbLPtDn 20 7 5 2
Lydlinech + 4B =2 3 1 2
IManston | cg2 [indB 6
Meppowder [ B b 6 4
Karnhull j 1968 1 26 | 44 6 46
Okeford Fitzpaine | BT 12 29 5 L 1
Pulham 241 11 4 2
Stalbridge | 197 | 4 42 6
shillingstone [ 96| 1B 8 & 198
Stoke Wake ! . 10 4 1 ‘ 2
Stourton Caundle | 284" 5 "19 2
sturminster Newton I 349 2% | 41 3
Weelland | 16 3 7
Wootton Glanvilles i 40 11 gl 2
_E :
Total = 1419 {261 | 226 | 69 (17 5 <138 151
i i | ! |

[

Examination of water supplies.
Bacteriological, ;

60 samples of water were taken during the year from the Council's
supplies for bacterioclogical examination.

52 samples were taken from private water supplies in the district for

bactericlogical examinaticn, 3 samples ¢f water were submitted for nhamiual
examination from sources under consideration for use by the Council.

*i-—-




~5. DRATHAGE & SEWERAGE.
Hazelbury Bryan.

The Tirst portion of this sewerapge and sewage disposal scheme was
completed early in the year.

All the Council Housing estateand two other houses have now been
connected to the scheme which 1s workling very satisfoctorily.,
"~ 8amples of efflucnt are taken every three months and all have so far
proved satisfactory.

Btalbridre.

;"wﬁgng progress was made on the new sewage disposal works scheme.

Proposed Scheme,

e

' A public local inquiry was held during the year into the proposed scheme
‘for 3tourton Caundle, and which was eventually approved,

ﬁl ﬂa further progress has been made with regard to the schomes Tor Mappowder
and Glanvilles wWootton.

App roved Schemes.

The following schemecs for scwerage and sewage disposal have been approved
by the Ministiry of Health and await permission to procecd:- :
. Child Oxeford, Shillingstone and Okeford Fitzpaine Combined Scheme.
P Marnhull & Hinton St. liary Combincd Scheme.
‘Sturminster Newton.
Stourton Caundle.
Second part of Hazelbury Bryan,

oo oD

A small portion of the Stourton Caundle scheme, as required for housing
purposes, has been commenced. :

To meet urﬁsnt new housing requirements it is necossary to carry out
portions of =

a
b
C

4., PUBLIC CLEANSIN

child gkeford and shillingstone Scheme.
Marnhull Scheme.,
Hagzelbury Bryan Scheme as affecting the hamlet of Kingston.

Collection of House Refuse -

ﬁh&rﬂ have beecn no changes in the routine arrangements for house refuse
collection, which are directly opcrated by the Council.

Refuse disposal is by means of controlled tipping at one central dump,
where there is now only spacc avallable for approximately twe mor¢ years of
tipping, and eteps will have to be taken to acquire mnother site as early
as possible,

The smount of refuse collected is steadily increasing and appear teo be
attributable to - :

the inerease in number of separate dwellings,
a tendency of houscholders to increase the guantity of erganic
refuse in bins as against their previous practice ef disposal.in gardens,

a greater appreciation by the publie generally of the danger of
accumulations as regards pest control.

galvage Scheme -
The following materials were salvaged and sold during 1947:-
—5-



wWaste Paper 40 tons. 163 cwis. £221, 5.

Textiles 2 tons. 11% cwts. 12. - -
Bonas 1 ton. 10 cwtie. 8. 15. =
Copper T cwt. 10, -
Lead 3 owts, 24 2. 6.
Non-Ferrous Metal o3 cwts. i p e s [ -
Bottles & Jars % tons. 1563 cwts. od, By =y
Ferrous metal 4 tons. 10 cwtis. D =y -

£284. Te G

Cesspool Emptying -

This service is not carried out by the local nuthority, nut considerable
difficulty was encountered during the ysar mainly on Council Housing Estates
due to overflowing cesspools, May complaints were also received regarding
private cesepools, and as a result of thesc considerations, together with
the ineresse of cesspools on Council Housing Estates, 1t has been decided
to purchase a new "Dennis" Cesspool Emptier.

Adjoining local authorities have been informed that the vehicle will be
made available to them on agreed terms.

5, RIVERS AND STREAMSE POLIUTION. i
Milk Factorlies -

No further progress has been made with the owners of milk factories at
gturminster Newton and Shillingstone regarding the reception of trade waste
into the Council's proposed sewage disposal schemes, but it is understood
that at the milk factory at Sturmineter Newton it is proposed to put in an
effieient private treatment scheme for trade wastes before their discharge
into the river.

Saw Mills, Stalbridge -

The position remains unchanged. The nuisances caused by gas produced
waste flowing into the adjoining watcr coursc continues and is likely to
continue to do so until machinery is available to permit Messrs., Turner
Bros., to fulfil their undertaking to substitute their gas producer plant
with electric power.

6. SHOPS AGT.

flo. of inspections carried out 91
Yo, of defects found 10
No. of notices sarved 1o
No. of notices complied with 10

T. F.LTORIES ACT, 1937,
lo.on Written

repister. Inspecllons. Hotices.
(i) Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4, & 6 are to be enforced :
by the Local Authority, 17 40 -
(ii) Factories not included in (1)
in which Section 7 is enforced by
the Local Authority. 24 35 1

(1i1) Other premises in which

Section 7 is enforced by the

Loecal Authority (execluding

out-worker's premises) 21 28 Fai-t i

Total - 62 100 1




FNo. of cases in which defects were -
Found. Remedled, Referred to

r H.M. Inspector.
Want of eleanliness 3
Zanitary Conveniences
ﬁa insufficient 2 1 1
bB) unsguitable or defective 2 1
Total = i 2 - |

No. of outworkers = 147,
8., BMOKE ABATEMENT.

No action was necesaary during the year.
9. SWIMMING BATHS.

} There are no ewimming bathe in the distriect, but portions of the River
§ Stour are used extensively in the summer by the public for bathing.

In Sturminster Newton, the Parish Council permits bathing from an
o enclosure on an Island in the River near the Reecreation Ground.

The condition of the River Stour is m* hardly satisfactory for this
purpose owing te pollution at various points in its course.

10. CAMPING SITES.
There are two licensed sites in the district.

The time 1s fast approaching when, owing to the rapid increase in the
number of traller caravans, it may be advisable for the local muthority
to consider providing a sultable camping site, in order to prevent the
indigcriminate camping which is tending to occcur,

1l. VERMINOUS FRENMISES.

Total No. of disinfestations carried out 19
Details - Fleas &
Cockroaches h
Flies 5
Anta =

12, RATS AND MICE.

The work of rodent destruction is carried out under the responsibility
of a Joint Commlittee of the NHorth Dorset Authorities, and the Rodent
gfficer keeps in close contact with the Sanitary Inspectors of each Local
Authority. Whilst for the most part the work carried out by the Joint
Comnittee 1s satisfactory, the divided responsibility as between agricul=-
tural property and other property in built up areas reduces the efficiency
of control.

13. RAG FLOCK ACTS 1911 - 1923,
No action was called for or taken during the year.
14. SCHOOLS SANITATION (INCLUDING SCHQOOL CANTEENS).

48 panitary inspections were carried out at schools and 27 at school
canteens in the district., Inspection of schools has been mainly in
connection with conservancy arrangements.

(a) School Canteens -

With the exception of the new canteen in Sturminstecr, canteens are
gituated in premises adapted for the purpose and are not altogether

0 A



satisfactory. The Stalbridge canteen is particularly unsatisfactory.
particulars of all defects f'cund on inspection have been brough to the
notice of the County Ceuncl ..

(b) School lavatories -

Inspections were carriei sut at each of the echools in the district and
a dstailled report was suamit ed to you during th: year, 8 COpY of which
was sont to the Cowuy Coun:il, "
15, HOUSING.

The good progree: made 11 your district with rcgard to the re-housing

sanitary conditicn: was maiaiained during the firs’ half of the year, but
was checked late': when & lsrje proportion of houset provided had tc be

——— e R =

of thosc without "icmes of tiueir own and those liviig in unsatisfactory |
|

speeifically allocated to sg.icultural workers., This necessity doés
seriously prejulice the chaices of those persons wh) are not agriernltural
workers and whe are living urder unsatisfactory concitions, or who are
young marriecd louples with nc home of thelr owi.

Until comp.ratively recontly a Medical Officer of Fealth concerned with
unsatisfactor y housing cordi‘.ions in his area was more disposed to consider

the effects Jf bad housinz o1 the physical rather than the mental health
of those 1i'ing under unratisfactory conditions. At tie present time, :
whilst many persons are still living in damp, insanitarv houses detrimental
to their prysical healti, I find myself, more and more, concerned with that
equally large group of y.erscns belng forced to live in ¢ircumstances which
can only be ealculateé o htve serious effects on their mental health and
happiness. L
Many persons in thie groip are newly married couples who do not enjoy
the happy adventage of star.ing thelr new 1ife in a home of their own.
Many of these are haviag to live in unsatisfactory furnished rooms at a
rent beyond their capasity. Others are forced to share a home with their
tin-laws'. In some instances this arrangement works satisfactorily, but
only too often it lesds to that Fpiction and mental strife which undermines
an otherwise happy rclationship with disastrous resulls to both parents
and children alike.

In my report for l:et year I referred at some length to the need and
provision of 'aged pe: 'sons dwellings' as a result of the changing structure:
of the population. Toward the end of 1047 the first of such newly cons truct
ed dwellings were comleted in the district, The number of applications
received both from inniide and outside the district for these dwellings not
only show the demand :'or such typé of dwellings exists, but also that this
type of dwelling is avceptable to the type of person for which they are
providecd. :

The first type of dwellings to be provided in this district for 'aged
persons' are a block of 15 bungalows each containing a living room, &
pedroom, a kitchen and a bathroom. In the centre of the block & communal
dining, common room is provided with an adjoining kitchen so that communal
meale can be taken if so desired by the residents. Alternatively, they
have 811 the necessary provisions in thelr bungalow to live and feed them-
selves independently if they so wish. in the central block there is
accommnodation for a warden and his wife who are avallable to give asgist-
anece, when required, to persons 1iving in the cottages. Hot water both
for domestic and central heating Jurposes is provided from & central boiller
4 spare furnished room 18 available in the central block for use by
relatives or friends visiting the persons 1living in the cottages.

Inspection of houses.

(1) Total No., of dwelling houses inspected during

a) the year for housing defects (under P,H. or Housing Acts) 472
bY No. of inspections made for the purpose 727
(2) (1) No. of informal notices served 67
2 " L i L complied with 62
%Y o. of Statutory notices served 2
& n it L A complied with 2
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" Fish 11 stones,

Cheese B% 1bs.
Lard 3 lbs.
Sugar 20 1bsa,
Semolina 18 1bs,
Kippers 9 stones.
Bacon 52 1lbs. (ham)
Tea 6 1bs,
Potatoes 2 cwis.
Butter 15% 1bs.
Dried prunes 60 1lbs.
Margarine ' & 1lbs.

.if; SUMMARY OF SANITARY INSPECTION CARRIED OUT.

1. Total No. of inspections (under all headings) 2750

' . " Informal notices served 78

L, "  Informal notices complied with i

It " Statutory notices served 2

i " Statutory notices complied with 2

No. of prosecutions 1

. INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

No. of investigations carried out )
Bo. of disinfections carried out [

), HOTLY. BLE DISE SE (OTHLR TiL.ll TUBLRCULOSIS)

Incidence.

Disease. Total Cases Coses Admitted Total Deaths.
Notified. to Hospital.

Measles

Puarperal Pyrexia
Acute Lobar Pneumonia
Erysipelas

Whooping cough 2
Pollio encephalitis
Ophthalmia Neonatorun
Scarlet fover

e
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There was an increased incident of measles during the first half of the
Jear.

One case of polio encephalitis was notified arfter death.

Protection apainst Diphtheria,

The number of children who received treatment during the year la as
follows: =

Under 5 years of apge. § — 14 years of 4ago.

85 8

The corresponding figures Tor the preceding year were 101 and 19
regpectively.

| The B5 children (under 5 years of age) protocted as compared with the
number of births in the preceding year (129) suggest that a sufficient
number of new babies are being protected to maintain the percentage number
of children protected at a fairly satisfactory figure, levertheless, there
is room for improvement until every child born is protected during its first
yaear of life.

puring the year you extended the ascope of your scheme to provide for the

giving of a 'reinforcing' injection at the time of school entry to children
previously protected during their earlier years.

o o
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