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Two suicide deaths were certified.

A baby died from diarrhcea, this being a
very unusual cause of infantile death in
these days.

One death was due to alcoholism, and 2
to appendicitis.

Six deaths, the same number as in 1937,
were caused by violence. One death was
due to a motor accident, 2 were caused by
a falling roof coping, and 2 occurred in a
cottage that was burnt down.

Altogether 13 inquests, or similar en-
quiries, were held in the district, in connec-
tion with deaths from injuries, or for other
reasons.

Nineteen deaths were certified from other
defined diseases, and no deaths were put
down as due to ill-defined diseases. There
were 64 deaths in the Infirmary, and 58 in
the General Hospital.

No less than 84 deaths of outsiders were
certified in the area.

INFANT MORTALITY

There were 10 deaths of infants certified
or 4 more than in 1937, This total in-
cluded 6 males and 4 females. The infant
death rate was 54 per 1,000 live births com-
pared with 37 in 1937, and a 5 years' average
of 49. The rate in England and Wales
averaged 53 per 1,000 live births.

All the infant deaths were legitimate,

Three were due to premature birth, 1 to
bronchitis, 2 to pneumonia, 3 to congenital
weakness, and 1 to abdominal tuberculosis.
There were 3 deaths at ages under 1 week,

5 at ages under 1 month, and 7 under 3
months.

The male infant death rate was 76 and
the female rate 46 per 1,000 live births.
The legitimate infant death rate was 56 per
1,000 births and the illegitimate rate was nil.

There were 4 still births registered, a rate
of 0.28 per 1,000,

INFANT WELFARE CENTRES

The Stroud Centre has now 287 children
Jn its books, and they made in all 3,526
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There are now no canal boats on the
canal, which is in a derelict state, and there-
fore no register is provided,

The complaints received numbered 157,
or 18 more than in 1937. There were re-
ported to Council no less than 310 nuisances
and there were abated 403, or more than
double the number in 1937. To do this
only 82 preliminary and 21 statutory notices
had to be sent out, as against 78 statutory
notices in 1937. Altogether 3,148 visits
were paid in connection with the inspec-
tional work, these including 1,338 visits to
slaughter houses and 108 to foodshops.

There were 202 visits paid in the crusade
against rats, and over 15,000 baits were laid
down, about the same number as in 1937.

During ** Rat Week " special efforts were
made to advertise it, and to educate the
population in rat repression, and the keeping
of food in safes where rats cannot enter.

MNo fewer than 15,654 baits were laid
down in sewers, rubbish heaps, and places
where rats do congregate. A number of
dead rats were found, but as usual only
a small proportion of those killed.

Frequent visits were paid to the new open
air bath in Stratford Park, where the water
is filtered all the time, and a small proposr-
tion of chlorine added at intervals.

The bacterial content of the water was
very good, as found by frequent tests.

Th.mra were 93 new W.C.'s erected and 109
flushing cisterns put in.

_There are very few earth closets in the
f:hstnct and these occur only where there
18 not a sewer in the vicinity.

Under the Shop Act, 1934, there were 87
shops inspected, and where there were

failures to carry out the Act, notices were
served on the owners.

In regard to smoke abatement, 13 ob-
servations were carried out, 2 complaints

being received and notices sent out in 2
Instances.

There are no licensed camping sites in the
area, and no camping was allowed.
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INFECTIOUS CONDITIONS IN

SCHOOLS
B O T . a aw, b in sk s a, p 33
e LT e I e 12
T e e e S TR S 5
Whooping Cough.. .. .. .. .. .. .. 80
T B Wy - S A R S 70
IR TORMLT G DR S 22
I e e R S e 2
i 5 Ry S TR AT R ST NS e R 1

Owing to the non-prevalence of notifiable
disease in the area, there were only about
35 cases altogether, who attended day
school.

Of cases of other infectious diseases noti-
fied by the head teachers, there were 82
cases of whooping cough, 70 of chicken
pox, 5 of measles, and 33 of jaundice.
Measles and chicken pox were unusually
present in 1937, whilst this vear there were
only 5 cases of measles,

Epidemic jaundice started early in the
yvear and infected more than 33 cases that
were reported by the teachers. This
discase has not been present in the district
for many years, and then only one mild
epidemic.

It begins with headache and shivering,
followed by acute catarrh of the liver.

The disease lasts for about two weeks,
and the incubation period is from 2 weeks
upwards.

No severe cases occurred in this outbreak.

Most of the cases occurred in the upper
town, where the bulk of the school popula-
tion lives. Numerous visits were paid to
the schools where whooping cough occurred,
and the teachers were encouraged to exclude
all children with ** bad coughs " in affected
classes, but the result was not very good.

The population naturally does not regard
any discase without a well marked “whoop™
as the real thing, and can only with diffi-
culty be induced to exclude any child with-
out it.

All infected schools were provided with
leaflets of advice, where this disease, or
measles, appeared.

Skin diseases were more prevalent than
usual, 22 cases of contagious impetigo being
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RESULT OF ANALYSIS OF WATER

Gathering Grounds Supply
Parts per 100,000.
May Sept. May
Grounds Grounds Tap Reservoir
Total Solids .. .. .. 369 35 3l 294
RIS s Aeven - i, 112 1.3 1.3 1.1
IITAEORS . it vn el 0.056 08 42 096
Oxygen required .. 0002 0 0 004
Hakdhess s e ioan 39 30 25 4 fafin i
Microbes on agar—
ARSI REe s L) 12 4 6 2
At3Im' 1 ce. .. 1 3 2 3

B. Coli absent at 37°
in. c.c. water .. .. 100 100 100 100

Gainey’'s Well

May Sept.
Total Solids .. .. .. .. 36.1 35.6
CHIGTIS e, il cadahn 2.2 2.2
et e S | X .. 0.6
Oxygen required . .. .. 0.008 0
HBTANERS == iy vurie 5o, 25 22
Microbes—
Einsagarsat 22" .. .a000 7 62
L agereat. 39° .. .. 15 1
Bac. Coli (absent in) 100 100

The local rainfall was 23.78 inches, which
is about 6 inches less than in 1937.

During the first 4 months the total amount
ol rainfall was about 1.75 inches.

The fall for the first six months was 4.87
inches, but for the second half year it was
18.91 inches, or about 4 times as much.
The yield of the upper springs naturally
corresponded more or less with the rainfall,
being less in 7 months and more in §
months compared with 1937.

The total amount of water received from
the upper service was 20,700,000 gallons,
from Gainey's Well 23,000,000 and pur-
chased from the Stroud Water Company
41,000,000 gallons; the latter gquantity being
for the year ending March 31st, 1939,

This compares with about 29 million
gallons purchased in the preceding 12
months, and similar quantites during
several previous years.
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The total consumption was 844 million
gallons,

Five samples of water from the two sup-
pliecs were examined chemically by the
County analyst.

Of these 3 were in May, one from the
gathering grounds, one from the reservoirs
after treatment with chlorine, and the other
from Gainey's Well. In the first sample
parts per 100,000 dissolved solids were 36.9,
combined chlorine 1.2, and nitrates and
mineral ammonia were present,

Hardness was 33.0, of which 26 was tem-
poTary.

The sample from the reservoir was similar,
but hardness was 35.5, and of this 21.5 was
temporary.

The sample from the Gainey's Well supply
had chlorine 2.2 parts, nitrates 0.68, much
above average, and hardness only 25.0.

Three samples were taken in September,
the first from the upper supply was 30 hard-
ness and other parts similar to the May
sample.

This sample contained 3.0 parts per mil-
lion of free chlorine. In the main sample
no free chlorine was found, nitrates rather
high, total hardness 25. The sample from
the lower service, after treatment was very
similar to the one taken in May, there being
no free chlorine and hardness was only 22.

In addition to the chemical examinations
of the water supply, 18 samples were sent
for bacterial count, 9 from the upper, and
9 from the lower supply. In regard to No.
1 at 22 degrees the average growth was 95
microbes, and No. 2 showed an average of
57. In the first class in 2 months there
were 220 and 610 all the rest averaging 2.
In No. 2 series there were 230 and 185 in
two months, the other 7 averaging 15 only.
At 37 degrees the totals for the 9 months
were respectively 32 in No. 1, and 81 in
No. 2.

As to B. Coli in No. 1 it was absent in
100 cc.’s of water in 7 cases, and in 75
c.c.'s 1n 2.

In No. 2 it was absent in 100 c.c.’s in 7
samples, in 75 c.c.’s in 1, and in 0.1 c.c. in
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1 specimen at the same time that there were
230 microbes, total count at 37 degrees.

Because of the * typhoid @ scare which
followed a ** water ” epidemic in London,
it was considered advisable to have frequent
samples taken from the works of the Stroud
Water Co, at Chalford. During 7 months
samples were taken from the springs and
from the two service reservoirs. B. Coli
average, absent in 87. Total microbes at
22° were 23, or at 37° they were 3. In each
case in | c.c. water. Water at the springs,
B. Coli was always absent in 100 c.c.’s water,
and this is from where the Stroud supply
comes direct.

A chlorinating plant has now been pro-
vided at Gainey's Well, as well as at the
upper supply, and the state of the water,
microbically speaking, has improved very
much. A new chlorine indicator is now in
use and the water is tested three times a
day, so that the amount entering the water
is quite regular.

A sample of water was taken from a well
at Ebley and sent for analysis. Total
dissolved solids were high, being 48,
chlorine 2.2, and nitrates 1.14, all parts per
10,000. Water was hard 33.0 degrees, and
B. Coli was absent in 55 c.c.’s water. It
was returned as of doubtful purity, as
chown by the large amount of nitrates and
combined chlorine.

FOOD INSPECTION AND
SUPERYVISION OF FOOD.

Milk.

Microbes per cubic centimetre of milk.

Thousands. Number of Samples.
1032 1033 1934 1035 1036 1037 1038
0—10 TR S | ST SO NERRN HR |
10—50 BRSO L o] (2 S R
50—100 L 1 g 1 S e
100—200 it T T 4 R T
200—3500 T R el TR ) R T
Over 500 [ R T e M B
Total 24 12 4 24 24 47 29

a—
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The average of the samples was 3.41 per
cent. fat compared with 3.27 in 1937, which
is a very good average.

No milk showed less than 3.0 per cent.
fat.

Milk is being sold increasingly in bottles,
but only one dealer sells T.T. grade A milk,
and also pasteurised milk.

The latter milk is supplied to one large
school, and has always been microbically
very clean.

MEAT INSPECTIONS,
Carcases examined.
1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938
PIES el o 305 201 289 13737 15781 14807
Sheep .. .. 1307 1361 1245 2623 3703 4248
Beasts .. .. 59 379 382 921 1438 1270
Calves .. .. 38 42 53 9 162 174

Total .. 1909 1983 1969 17371 21084 20599

‘Meat Condemned.

Hopets” Garcasesy .. .. v . i de 0
Pigs' Carcases .. .. .. .. 0
CalCarcagss s 5.0 L 0
Pigs' heads, lungs, livers, etc. 6
Beasts’ heads, lungs, livers, etc. .... 13

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF
MEATS.

Carcases Inspected and Condemned.

All Diseases except Tuberculosis:

Carcases of which some part or organ was
condemned :—Cattle, excluding Cows,
149: Cows, 7; Calves, 0; Sheep and
Lambs, 37; Pigs, 1,006.

Percentage of the number inspected affected
with Disease other than Tuberculosis :—
Cattle, excluding Cows, 11.25; Cows,
16.28; Calves, .0; Sheep and Lambs,
1.01; Pigs, 6.88.

Tuberculosis only :

Whole carcases condemned :—Cattle, exclud-
ing Cows, 1; Cows, 1; Calves, 0;
Sheep and Lambs, 0; Pigs, 24.
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Carcases of which some part or organ was
condemned :—Cattle, excluding Cows,
37; Cows, 4; Calves, nil; Sheep and
Lambs, mil; Pigs, 1,201,

Percentage of the number inspected affected
with Tuberculosis :—Cattle, excluding
Cows, 2.86; Cows, 1.16; Calves, nil;
Sheep and Lambs, nil; Pigs, 8.27.

Ten slaughter houses are in use in the
town, 6 being licensed and 4 registered.

The inspectors paid 1,388 visits to these
places, and 124 to food shops. They were
carried on in a cleanly manner and few
breaches of regulations were detected.

There were thoroughly inspected 20,559
carcases, including 14,807 pigs, 4,248 sheep,
1,370 cattle and 174 calves. As in recent
years a large number of these animals were
killed at the bacon factory and the Abattoir,
both situate at Ebley. The total of the
animals killed was about 500 less than in
1937, pigs being almost 1,000 less, but sheep
were up about 500,

The animals were slaughtered by humane
methods, as has been the case for many
Years,

There were destroyed as unfit for human
food 37 pigs, 6 sheep and 2 beasts. Be-
cause of all diseases except tuberculosis, 19
carcases were condemned, and some parts
of 1,200 carcases were also seized.

This is equal to 16.28 per cent of cows,
11.25 of heifers, and 6.88 of pigs. Twenty-
six whole carcases were condemned because
of tuberculosis, and 1,242 carcases had some
part condemned. There were 2.86 per cent.
of heifers, 1.16 of cows and 8.29 of pigs
with local tubercular disease.

Neither calves nor sheep were in any in-
stance found to be infected with tubercle.

It is unusual to find this disease in sheep,
and the same applies to horses, not used
for food in this country. This immunity is
partially racial, probably and largely due to
the open-air life that they lead.

The organs condemned consisted of heads,
livers, lungs and hearts of pigs, and to a
lesser extent of beasts. A large number of
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livers of beasts, and of sheep, were con-
demned as usual, because of * fluke,” this
condition not being so common as in some
years.

Some of the slaughter houses are very
much out of date, these being registered
ones, which are difficult to deal with.

The usual complaints have been received
in regard to the deposit for hides and skins
in a congested part of the town,

Notices have been served on the owners,
who have improved conditions somewhat,
but this nuisance is very liable to recur,
especially when warm weather arrives.

HOUSING AND TOWN PLANNING.
Houses Erected,

By Private Enterprise .. .. .. .. 35
By Council Houses .. .. .. .. .. 0
By Council Bungalows .. .. .. .. 0

Total .. 35

—

1. Inspection of Dwelling-houses during
the Year.
(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-

houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health

or Housing Acts) .. .. .. .. 344
(2) (b) Number of inspections made
for the purpose .. .. .. 511

(2) (a) Number of dwel]mg—huuses
(included under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected
and recorded under the
Housing Consolidated Regu-

lations, 1925 . L 83
(b) Number of lnspecuons m1dc
for the purpose .. .. .. 129

(3) Number of dwelling- hnuses fnund
to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation .. 3
(4) Number of dwelling-houses (ex-
clusive of those referred to
under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human
R DTIRCION 5 T e v wa s 15
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(2) Number of separate tenements or
underground rooms in respect
of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or
room having been rendered fit 3

E.—Any particulars with respect to
overcrowding conditions which
the M.O.H. may consider it
desirable to report.

Clearance areas made .. .. .. 0
Improvement areas made .. .. 0

Thirty-five houses were built during the
year, all being done by private enterprise.
No Council houses were erected.

There is still considerable demand for
Council houses, a large number of people
living 2 families per house.

Although most of these are not over-
crowded legally, there is no doubt that they
are not being allowed enough air-space for
good health.

House Inspection

There were inspected many more houses
than in 1937, the number being 344 as
against 101. Including re-inspections there

were 511 houses examined, as to 269 in
1937.

Under the housing regulations only 83
houses are included in the registration,
for which 129 inspections were carried out.

Only 3 houses were found to be quite un-
fit for habitation, compared with 1 in 1937.
In addition, there were 75 houses found not
fit for human occupation. The number is
similar to the one a year ago.

Informal action by the officials got the
owners to render fit 34 houses, as to 16 in
1937. Under the Housing Acts, 1936, there
were 18 notices served, as to 78 in the
previous year, requiring repairs, and 14 out
of these were put right by the owners, none
by the authority.

Under the Public Health Acts, notices
were served as to 23 defective houses, and
20 were put into order, all by the owners.
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No houses were known in which the over-
crowding had been relieved and had
occurred again.

Although families are gradually becoming
smaller, many of the older houses are very
small, and quite unsuitable for grown-up
families, more especially as a shortage of
suitable houses keeps the younger people
from getting married. @ Another point is,
especially in a district of factories, that
young women who at one time went into
domestic service, now stay at home and
work at the mills.

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Although the numbers were low, the cases
of notified disease were in all 82, this com-
paring with 42 in 1937.

Scarlet fever was somewhat prevalent with
33 cases, 10 males and 23 females. As
usual a large proportion of these were at
school age.

No less than 4 patients came from one
family, a rather long interval occurring be-
tween the cases. Most of the patients came
from the upper town, there being 8 cases
coming from a girls’ school, and 4 from
a nearby infant school.

Of the adults several were factory workers,
and one an engineer. All the cases were
fairly mild and no fatality was recorded.

There is no doubt but that a fairly large
epidemic of bacterial dysentery was present
during the last two years, one doctor saying
that he had probably had scores of cases,
but did not have any microbic examinations
made, Many cases were treated as prob-
able influenza. Three cases were however
reported, after examination for the germ,
two pre-school children, from the Leazes,
and one oldish man from the Uplands.
Apparently the epidemic, which was present
all over the country, played itself out, and
no cases are now reported.

Of the 9 cases of diphtheria, all of which
except 2 were school children, 4 occurred
in January, 4 in early summer, and one
solitary case, an adult factory worker, in the

autumn,
21
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