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dtledical Ofticer's Heport
1905.

Gentlemen,—

One of the preseribed duties of every
Medical Officer of Health is to make each
year an Annual Report on the Sanitary Ad-
ministration of his District: I herewith beg
to submit for your consideration my fourth
annual report on this district.

The year under review has been of an un-
eventful character: there was a comparative
immunity from notifiable infectious diseases
and for the first time—since the adoption of
the Infectious Diseases Notification Act in
1892—no case of diphtheria was notified dur-
ing the year.

In the spring, however, a severe epidemic
of measles occurred, resulting in the closure
of five schools for varying periods.

Memoranda on the following subjects were
received during the year from the Loeal
Government Board:—

1. Housing of Working Classes Acts,
1890 to 1903, prescribing new forms.

2. Small-pox among Navvies,
3. Cerebroe-spinal Fever.
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There was also received an Order from the
Home Office extending the classes of work for
which lists of outworkers have to be sent by
employers to Sanitary Authorities.

HOUSING.

The memorandum of the Local Government
Board, above referred to, explains fully the
alterations in the method of procedure for
obtaining closing orders in case of houses un-
fit for human habitation, under the Housing
of the Working (lasses Act. The Act of 1903
simplifies the procedure of closing a house if
in the opinion of the local authority any
dwelling house is not reasonably capable of
being made fit for human habitation or is in
such a state that the occupation thereof
should be immediately discontinued: in this
case, it 18 not necessary to serve a notice on
the owner or occupier before applying to the
Magistrates for a Closing Order, and the
delay of a preliminary notice is saved.

There has, however, been no occasion this
year for taking action in this matter, but
there are one or two groups of back to back
houses in the district which might well re-
ceive attention during the coming year. The
number of new houses erected during 1905 was
7, while plans for 13 were submitted to and
approved by the Council: the numbers of new
houses in the: preceding three years were 5,
6 and 4 respectively.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

As stated in previous reports, with the
exception of outlying isolated houses and a
group of houses at the south eastern part of
the town, the whole of Stroud is sewered and
drains to sewage disposal (chemical precipita-
tion) works near the western boundary of the
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district. A blockage oceurred in one of the
main sewers, and the cause was discovered
during 1905 on opening up a length of the
sewer under houses—namely, a faulty upright
old connection which had broken in and
nearly closed the sewer. This emphasises the
wisdom of the present practice whereby all
connections with the sewers are made by the
Council.

There has been no change in the methods of
dealing with the sewage during the year, but
this is a matter to which I would commend
your attention when the more pressing
matters of the present time have been dealt
with: for, the sewage effluent cannot be con-
sidered satisfactory, and now that the Rural
Distriect Council have made a beginning at
removing the pollution of the streams in
their district it all the more hehoves this
Council to take similar action.

RIVERS POLLUTION.

No action was taken in this matter during
1905. Owing to one or two riparian owners
failing to agree to do their share, the clear-
ing of the Slad Brook was not proceeded
with. The main cause of the flooding was,
however, discovered and removed.

REFUSE DISPOSAL.

The arrangements at present existing are
the same as at the times of my previous re-
ports. So far as I can gather the suitable
receptacles required by Bye-law (No. 6, Bye-
laws with respect to Nuisances) for the re-
ception of house refuse, and to which I drew
your special attention in my last report, are
gtill used but seldom: I would suggest that
householders should be reminded of the
matter. At present heterogeneous recep-
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tacles (often absorbent and in a foul condition)
are used, and the necessity of a suitable cover
is shown by the way in which the contents
of the receptacles awaiting removal by the
scavenger are pulled over by dogs and
children.

WATER SUPPLY.

Probably there are few towns where the
difficulties with respect to Water Supply are
greater than they are in Stroud—the chief
being the great wvariation in the different
elevation of the houses (from about 150 to 570
feet).

It is only possible under existing conditions
to turn the water to different parts of the
town at different times, and the fact that
many houses are without any storage for
wa ter causes great difficulty both to the occu-
pants and the Counecil.

Although 1905 was a dry year, the supply
has been fairly adequate though the strain on
the present resources has been severely felt;
this was chiefly experienced in the upper part
of the town. It has been realised that steps
for augmenting the supply should be taken,
and at the meeting of the Council on the 3rd
January, 1906, the Chairman of the Sanitary
Committee reported that the Water sub-Com-
mittee were negotiating for an increase from
Anstead’s Farm. With this increase and the
new mains and pumps at Gainey's Well it is
anticipated that an ample supply of water for
the needs of the town will be available. This
will not however, affect the distribution ow-
ing to the old mains, and it will not be pos-
sible to give a constant supply, though it is
desirable and is being aimed at, unless they
are re-arranged; if a constant supply is pro-
vided, it will be necessary also to ensure that
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all house fittings etc., are sufficient to bear
the pressure and prevent waste of water.

The quality of the water was reported on
by the County Analyst as favourably as in
previous years; that one sample this year was
not considered so satisfactory as it should
have been was explained by the fact of its
being taken from a “dead end.”

COMMON LODGING HOUSES.

The number of common lodging houses and
the number of persons for which they are
licensed remains the same. During the year
59 wisits were paid by the Sanitary Inspector;
they are on the whole very satisfactorily kept.
It would probably tend to keep them freer
from the vermin so often introduced by
lodgers if the rooms were thoroughly fumi-
gated from time to time.

DAIRIES ETC,

There are only a few dairy farms in the
Urban District, but there are several small
suppliers of milk; most of the supply for the
town is brought from the Rural District and
sold from the carts. The dairy farms are on
the whole satisfactory, but the conditions
under which small guantities of milk are kept
by the small suppliers in the town are often
undesirable.

During the year I reported on this matter
to you, and at your request considered che
Regulations with respect to Dairies, Cowsheds
and Milkshops, in force in the surrounding
Rural Distriet with a view to the requirements
of this District: I recommended that these
reculations should be adopted in toto, adding
a clause to ensure the safe keeping of milk in
small milkshops where heterogeneous articles
are stored. These Regulationg are now in the
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hands of the Local Government Board for
their approval.

SMOKE NUISANCES.

One complaint of smoke nuisance was re-
ceived during the year; the miller stated to
the Inspector that it could not be avoided.
The Council instructed the Clerk to write to
the miller, and the Inspector to keep the
matter under observation.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

During 1905 the Home Office issued an
Order under the Act of 1901 extending the
list of employments, for which a list of out-
workers has to be sent by manufacturers to
the local authority; those added under this
Order are the making of umbrella ete., covers,
the making of paper bags and boxes, brush-
making, and the making of stuffed toys. The
same Order included these employments in
the list of the home work, which must not be
given out to houses where there is infectious
disease.

The number of workshops on the register is
106.

The names of outworkers received during
1905 were 160 in number. During the year
94 visits were paid by the Sanitary Inspector,
and 16 defects were remedied on wverbal
notice.

3 notices were received from the Factory In-
spector: these matters were dealt with and
the results of the action taken sent to him.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The total number of notifications of cases of
infections disease received during 1905 was
16—4 cases of scarlet fever and 12 of ery-
sipelas; for the first time since the adoption
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of the Infectious Diseases Notification Act in
1892, no case of diphtheria was notified during
‘the year.

Scarlet Fever.—Of the 4 cases of this dis-
ease, 2 gccurred in connection with a common
lodging house in the town, the source of in-
fection in each ease being probably some visi-
tor in the house; of the other two cases, one
was introduced from Cardiff, and the fourth
oceurred in an operation case at the General
Hospital. All four cases were removed to
and treated in the Joint Isolation Hospital.

Erysipelas.—The number of cases of this
disease—12—was unusually large, the average
of the previous 13 years being between 6 and
7: 10 of these occurred in the first three and
last three months of the year.

Measles.—There was an epidemiec of this
disease in the spring of this year; from in-
formation kindly supplied to me by the Head
Teachers of the Schools, it appears that 344
cases occurred among 1,475 children, an at-
tack rate of 23.3 per cent. Taking infants
under 5 years and children over 5, the num-
bers and rates become

Children, Cases. Attack rate,

Over 5 years......... 1,293 237 18.3 p.c.
Under 5 years ...... 182 107 58.8 p.c.
Tﬂt’ﬂl BEREERFnnn ¥R ]’475 3‘;! %{3 pl‘c.

There were 7 deaths from this disease, all
of children under the age of & years: the
total fatality (deaths per 100 cases) is 2.0,
while the fatality for children under 5 (as-
suming that the above 107 cases were all that
oceurred) is 6.5. It is probable, however,
that cases also occurred in children not at-
tending school and that this percentage is
higher than it should be.
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During the epidemie the following schools
were closed:—

Castle St. Infants ......... 15 March to 20 April
Uplands Mixed ............ 15 March to 25 March
Uplands Infants............ 15 March to 10 April
Parliament St. Infants... 29 March to 19 April
Beeches Green............ 13 April to 8 May

(Usual hl‘.}lldﬂ}, lﬂ April to 1 May.)

VITAL STATISTICS.

My estimate of the population of the dis-
trict at the middle of 1905 was 8,895. I re-
ferred last year to the inecreasing uncertainty
in such estimates the farther we advance
from the census year, and to the diffienlty in
correcting the estimate when it 1s not pos-
sible to obtain an accurate return of the
number of houses i1nhabited owing to the
system of compounding rates. An inter-
mediate census—less detailed and less costly
than the decennial census—as desired by all
statisticians—at the end of five years from
the census would enable more accurate rates
to be calculated and render these rates more
valuable.

BIRTHS.

The total number of births registered dur-
ing 1905 was 179—96 males and 83 females—
a rate per 1,000 of the population of 20.1,
the average for the previous ten years being
22.3. The quinquennial rate, as will be see in
Table A, has fallen steadily from 33.9 in 1875-
1880 (6 years) to 20.3 in 1901-1905.

The birth rate in Uplands C.P. was
slightly higher during 1905, and 2.0 per 1,000
higher on the average (1898-1904) than in
Stroud C.P.
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Birth Rate.
Average
St‘roud' GIP- LR R E R RN LI R ) 2“’-9 20-1
BEDEREIEE R veiiinsansinmnnes  BBD 20.3
L A e R B 20.1

Illegitimate births (all in Stroud C.P.) were
12 in number—6.7 per cent. of total births:
the percentage in each of the previous three
years was 5.1 per cent., the average for Eng-
land and Wales (1891-1900) being 4.2 per cent.

DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered in the
district during 1905 was 174, a rate per 1,000
of the population of 19.6, the average for the
previous 9 years being 17.0. Of the total 174
deaths, 72 occurred i1n public institutions in
the district—Union Workhouse, 44, and
General Hospital, 28—of which number 57
were of persons belonging to the surrounding
districts: 4 persons belonging to Stroud died
in the County Asylum.

The nett number of deaths for this district
1s thus 121 (55 males and 66 females), a death
rate per 1,000 of the population of 13.6, the
average for the previous 10 years being 14.6,
When corrected for the age and sex distri-
bution of the population the rate for 1905
becomes 13.2: the rate for the Rural Ditsrict

imilarly corrected was 13.4, and the rate
or England and Wales 15.2.

The guinguennial rates are given in Table
A, from which it appears that the death rate
for this district has gradually fallen from
21.6 in 1875-1880 (6 years) to 13.9 in 1901-
1905 with a slight rise between 1886G-1890 and
1891-1895.

The comparative rates for Stroud and Up-
lands are given below from which it will be
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seen that the death rate for Uplands C.P.
is considerably below that for Stroud C.P.
This difference is probably—in part at any
rate—to be accounted for by the differences
in the age and sex distribution of the popu-
lation in the two parishes.

Death Rates.
Average
1898-1904. 1905,
HLrond L. iisisrsirasmnias i o 14.1
Uplands. O: P, it s 11.15
= B e e e o, 13.6
Tahle A.

Quinquennial Rates,
Infantile Death

Y ears. Birth Rate, Mortality. Rate.
1875-1880 33.9 161 21.6
1881-1885 30,85 152 18.9
1886-1890 27.1 127 15.3
1891-1895 24.8 136 16.1
1898-1900 22.R 135 15.0
1901-1905 20.3 108 13.9

DEATHS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.

This year the Local Government Board has
introduced a new and very useful table (Table
V.) for the distribution of infantile deaths
according to the month and week of death,
and according to the cause of death. The
total deaths of infants under one year of age
during 1905 was 17, an infantile mortality
of 95, which is considerably below the avers
age of the previous 10 years, 126.

The rates for the two constituent eivil
parishes are :—

Infantile Mortality.

Avernge

1898-1001. 19035,
Atrond O P e 137.5 BR
Uplands CLB.5 it il n el 129

B I8 I Y e TR R 95
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There were no deaths of illegitimate infants
under the age of one year during 1905,

TUBERCULAR DISEASES.

The number of deaths during 1905 wag 16,
an increase on the numbers in 1904 (13) and
1903 (15), while in 1902 the number was 21.
The rate per 1,000 is 1.80, and the rates in
the preceding three years 1.45, 2.3 and 1.7
respectively, the average rate (1891-1901)
being 1.49. The number of houses disinfected
after a death had occurred was 11,

CANCER.

Five deaths were certified as being caused
by malignant disease—a rate per 1,000 of the
population of .56. The rates in the previous
years were 1.23, 1.22 and .66 respectively,
the average (1891-1901) being .77.

UNCERTIFIED DEATHS.

Deaths not certified by a medical certificate
were 9 in number—7.4 per cent. of total
deaths. Inquests were held in 6 cases—5 per
cent. of total deaths.

The verdicts of the juries were:—

1. f. 85. Found dead in bed, having
died from bronchitis,

2. m. 19. Found dead in bed.

3. m. 36. Suddenly from natural
causes.

4. m. 35. Run over by wagon (laden):

fell from shafts: horse frightened by

motor bicycle.

f. 30. Disease of kidneys: ursemia.

6. f. 17. Accidental injury to left
arm, caught and crushed by rollers of
carding machine: subsequent am-
putation of arm: lived 7 hours.

F-'I‘










ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Sanitary Inspector

For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1905

-~

To the Chairman and Members of the Stroud
Urban Distriet Counecil.

Gentlemen,—

I have respectfully to submit for your con-
sideration and approval a summarised report
of the work of this department for the past
year.,

The number of nuisances abated amount to
214, and are classified as follows:—27 houses
whitewashed and cleansed, 13 houses repaired,
20 houses fumigated and cleansed after in-
fectious diseases, 3 cases of overcrowding
abated, 7 dairies and milkshops whitewashed,
10 slaughterhouses whitewashed, 9 bakehouses
whitewashed and cleansed, 4 cowsheds white-
washed and repaired, 3 new w.ec.’s erected ur
re-built, 8 soil pipes and drains ventilated, 23
w.c.'s and drains unstopped, 7 drains discon-
tinued, 10 new drains laid, 18 accumulations of
manure and filth removed, 13 lots of animals
improperly kept removed and cleansed, 22
workrooms and workshops cleansed and re-
paired, 17 various other nuisances removed.
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

The bye-laws relating to slaughterhouses
within the district have been generally com-
plied with, only in exceptional cases has there
been any need of complaint, which applies
chiefly to the buildings, which are in some
cases very old and ill-adapted for the pur-
poses for which they are now used.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

Since the introduction of the Factory and
Workshop Aet, 1901, extra attention has be-
come necessary for the carrying out of its
provisions, and, the special orders apper-
taining to same.

Notices have been served where required,
whieh have been ecomplied with.

The extended order issued this year, re-
lating to outworkers in additional occupa-
tions, makes no material difference in this
district.

COMMON LODGING HOTUSES.

It is most important that these houses
should be under constant supervision and
control. Fifty-nine visits have been made
at various times, the necessary notices as
to limewashing, etc., having been complied
with.

The new “ Model "’ in Acre Street continues
to be efficiently managed, also to maintain
its standard of cleanliness, and as such it
has certain influence on the others, which
being such older buildings, are more heavily
handicapped in this direction, but on the
whole are well conducted.

COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.

41 visits have been paid to the dairies,
cowsheds and milkshops in the distriet, notices
being given where necessary for whitewash-
ing and cleansing.
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UNSOUND FOOD.

A large quantity of fruit, fish, meat and
vegetables were condemned, as unfit for food,
and afterwards destroyed. As nearly all were
voluntarily given up, no wilful evasion of the
law was detected, it was therefore unneces-
sary to resort to legal action.

REFUSE DISPOSAL AND SCAVENGING.

This work continued to be carried out iu
the usual manner; the very small number of
complaints is evidence of the satisfactory way
in which the work is done.

PETROLEUM ACTS.

Licensed premises for the storage of
petroleum, ete., have been inspected as usual,
all complying with the regulations.

Seventeen samples have been tested, all of
which were over the standard reguirements.

CANAL BOATS ACTS

During the year 24 canal boats were in-
spected, or re-inspected, the boats being
generally 1n good and sanitary condition.
No case of infectious disease, or overcrowd-
ing, occurred; 3 infringements were dealt
with. All the boats were free from bilge
water. ventilation fairly good, proper pro-
vision for storage of water, with one exception,

I remain, Gentlemen,
Yours ~bediently,

WM. PARSONS,
Cer. R.B.1.



