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Ta:
The Chairman and Councillors of the Urban District
Council ol Street,

I have the honour to present my Annuwal Report
on the state of the Public Health of the Urban District
for the year 195 and would mke the following comments:

Population

The population of Street is mintaining its
increase in numbers, the estimted mid-year figure being 6,150,
as compared with 6,100 in 1955, 6,080 in 1954 and 5,964 in 1953.

Births: 107

The increase in the number of live births is
observed, the comparison in previous years being: 92 in 1955,
101 in 1954, 84 in 1953 and 66 in 1952,

Deaths: 61

A slight deerease in the number of deaths is noted
with 64 in 1955 and 59 in 1954,

Infant Mortality

One death only is recorded as compared with L
last year.

Notifiable Infectious Disease

This was very satisfactory, there being no epidemic
during the year.

Diphtheria Immunizations

It is becoming an annual comment to stress the
importance of adequate immunization, the numbers being still
below what is considered satisfactory for the district.

Mass Radiography

Anmual visits of the Mass Radiography Unit are now
taking place and out of 2,019 persons surveyed at C. and J,
Clark, Ltd., this year, only two cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis
were notified in the Urban District,

Greenbank Swimming Pool

This excellent pool has once again proved what an
asset it is to the community. It is well mintained and one
particularly notes the increase in the number of attendances
of school children for instruction: 9,500 (7,400 in 1955)
which fact alone would have given great satisfaction to the
late Miss Alice Clark,

Housing

The completion of over LOO post-war houses in an
Urban District of this size must indeed be a matter of great
satisfaction to the Council following their concern and endeavour
to maintain an adequate housing programme.

Food

Progress is being made in the cellophane wrapping
of food and one hopes that unwrapped food will soon become a
thing of the past. Great stress continues to be placed on per-
sonal hygiene, particularly in the strict washing of hands
prior to the handling of food stuffs,






ANNUAL -REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HE.LTH, 1956
E__b b JTHEH STh

firea of the Urban District of Street - 3,069 acres.

Fopulation

The estimated mid-year Home population for 1956
was 6,150,

i Penny Rlate produced £244 (approx).

Geology

The strata consists of lower lias, alternate beds
of limestone, clays and marls,

Occupations

The principal cccupations carried on at Street
are shoe making, the manufacture of leather-board, agriculture,
tanning, wvehicle bulilding and animl feeding stuffs manufacture,

195 1955
The number of live births, (one illegitimte)
W&ﬂ {H’llﬂ' 52. FEIFEIE 55};.1;;-}.-11'-'---1.-#. 10? 92

Giving a live birth rate per 1,000 of the
estimated home population of.essescsassaressss 1740 15.08

The number of still births was (legitimate).v.s. 2 0

Giving a still birth rate per 1,000 live births
Dfil-ililfiil-l.""‘lljl‘.l.i.llllI-IIIII-I-II-Illll 18‘459

The total number of deaths Was...eesvesssnensees 6Ol 6l

(Male 28, Femnle 33)

Giving a death rate: per 1,000 of the estimated
hnmﬂ populﬂtiun Dfilf'*‘i.f'.'i.*l"‘i‘i‘llll' gigz 10'#9

Infant Mortality

The number of deaths of infants under one year.. 1 &

Giving an Infant Mortality rate per 1,000 live
birt’hs GrllIll.l-ll-l--l-lllllll-l-!l-llllIlIlI--l-l-!ll.--l 9!35 h}lb?

Causes of Death

Tuberculosis {respiratnrylnnutiu|l.lil-tliriitti 0 1

A TA RS NOODIASM o oaiesssainneseisnnssnessss S 8
(Stomach: &)
g FLE s M
{Breast : 0)
(Uterus Q)
{Other 5)
Vascular lesions of nervous Syst@M...sssssssassnss O 12
GOI"DMTT diE'ﬂ-’lEE‘, 'mginallllll.llll--ii-rlll-lli-ll!lltll1-1!1-1!1!15 l
Other heart dis6888..csisssvesssssacartssascsnansa 11
Other circulatory disease
Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum
Nephritis
Congenital Malformtions
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
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Causes of death cont:

Motor Vehicle Accidenta...ciceireiesnien R e R (o]
4-!.11 Qtﬂer ﬂﬂﬂjdﬁﬂtﬂ;;;-..-; llllllllllll LI ] G 1-
SuiciduitiimluIll!tillti-i--i-l-titllltll-Ili-ittitl-lit D 1'
Influenzﬂl lllllllll # & B TR EE SRR % % B B B B B B W S ¥ B B E B E A8 i.b G
Pnﬂumaniﬁ#*#i*i+!+l!i}4i1-*#*##i#i#il!li!ll#!!! 1 0
Brﬂnmitiﬂ lllllll R R R R R RS R R EE R R EEEEEE B E I O 1 D
Other (Respiratory 3ystem)...cccsncerascssssnsan 2 0
Notification of Infectious Diseases

sc"‘rlgt ?‘a“er IIIIIIII & R E AR RS e RN l D
M'aisles‘ L I I L L R B A O I L I N L R 0 12?
anmanialiillil-lll-iliillllI-Iitil!ill!liiliiilli‘i‘iliil 1 E
Fﬂﬂﬂ PoisﬁﬂillglIlillll"“lii"..‘.i‘-l‘illllll 2 u
Notifieation of Tuberculssis

ROSOIP A EODY o s as st/ v b be ba sin ohnssssaeanssbaany 4 L
ggﬂths during Tﬁﬁriilliliitillil!Itliliiilltlll ﬂ 1
Diphtheris Immunisaticn

Prieary csiishsnseninsnn Rl et o e 83 96
ﬂainfﬂrﬂinsiitlbliiitlilliiiiiitiiliiiiitilllll El h#

ﬂ'f tfn_.$ﬂ:
Frimary (under one year: 62) _
The number of children at 3lst December, 1956 who had completed

a egourse »f Immnization (whether primary or booster) since lst
January, 1952: 792,

Vacecinatinn

Number of reported Vaccinations:

FriMETT 48 & B B B B B B A B B BB B BB B F B F BB B R EEEREE R 3# 25
RG-EECCinatiDniiiiI.iliii!.llI!I'l!i!*!'!‘l" ? 6

Ghild welfare and Nursing (sanciation

The work of the associantion is still on the increase,
rendering another year of invaluable service to the community.
There are three nurses and with the population continuing to
increase, this number must abviously be miintained. May I, here,
pay tribute t» the excellent work of the nurses and I hope the
general public appreciates their long hours and devotion to duty.

The Infant welfare Clinic¢ continues to be held every
Wednesday afterncon in a section of the Hindhayes Infant 3chool,
when the District Nurses ordinarily attend. I attend as Medieal
Officer on the lst and 3rd wednesday in the month.

The welfare Committee and Voluntary Helpers have
again greatly contributed to its smooth running and are an in-
valuable asset.

The Nurses' activities include the fnllowing:-

Maternity

1956 1955
HomuG":’nfinameﬂt’sfll.“l.iijilljlilj.l""l'l-ll m 39
Doctnrs own Surgeries attended..sesssssssssssss 202 88

yﬂtﬂrﬂitf Nurﬂing visits|llllitfllillllif'iiil'?ﬂ5 E?L



Child welfare

1. Number of children who first attended during the year and
who at "their first attendance were:-

Under one year of age...... «s+89

2. Number of children whn attended during the year and who
were born in;-

{E.l 1956-"‘".‘*.'.'i1fliiri ?h‘
B TO55 . s e v i B
il R LA (RS Re T 85

3. Total attendances during the year made by children (1,203) who at

thae date of attendance were:

(a) Under one year of age o 7T
(b} Over one but under two years of age : 212
(e) Over tws but under five years of age : 214

L. Number of individunl mothers who attended during the year: 172

5. (a) Total number of sessions held: 50
(1) with Medical Officer : 20
(ii) Other sessions : 30

{b) Number of children examined by Doctor : 62

{c) Total number of medical consultations : 79
Infant Visiting at Home
1956 1955
0 - 1 year 1,054 795
l - 2 years 356 389
2 - 5 years 834 598
2,244 1,782

It will be seen that the work of the District Nurses
includes maternity, midwifery, ante-natal, infant health, welfare
centre, school medical inspections &c., as well as the ordimry
district nursing duties. The number nf visits to old people
contimuing to be an important part of the work.

inalgesia

The nurses are provided with the necessary equipment
and the mothers are given annlgesia at their ¢-onfinements if so
desired.

01ld People's wolfare

The Street 0ld People's Welfare Committee has
continued to flourish during the year., The Social Club, which
meets weekly on Thursdays in the Crispin Hall, has issued 120
Membership cards and the average attendance each week has been
B0. Outings arranged during the year included trips to Minehead
gnd i;j}rmouth and members were invited to various entertainments

ocally.

More than 50 nld people, in their homes and in
hospital, were visited regularly during the year by the Visiting
Service and 71 parcels were distributed at Christmas. The Meals
on Wheels service still delivers hot mid-day meals to old people
in their homes at 2 smll eosat.



The success of the Committec speaks highly of
the enthusiasm and energy of the voluntary workers, who
continue to give their services freely and willingly.

h Soeial and welfare Information Brachure was
produced by 3treet Branch of Toc H during the year and provides
a good deal of useful informtion, including details of
servicaes available from the 0ld People's Committee.

Home Help Service

The Home Help Service cnntinues to be an invaluable
service, it being difficult to cover all the demands made cn
it in the Urban District. The service is primarily called upon
during illness in the home, to the elderly people and those
living alone, these cases being on the increase and, in addition,
assistance is often required in domieciliary, mtermnity, mid=-
wifery and post aperatisnal cases.

The local srganiser no longer resides in the Urban
District, which iz szometimes an added difficulty.

Mass Hadiogra

The Mass Radiography Unit again visited Street in
May, 2 large number being surveyed at Messrs, C. and J, Clark's
factory, in addition t» the survey at the Congregational Hall
for the genernl public in the Urban District.

In connectinn with the latter, 2,019 were surveyed,
1,287 malc and 732 females, two cases (1 mmle and 1 femle) of
Tuberculosis being notified,

Greenbank Swimming Pool

This bath, privately owned, situated in wilfrid
Road, Street, was made possible through a legacy from the late
Miss 4lice Clark, a pioneer in the welfare of women and children,
It has onee again proved to be a great asset to Strect and
district, pcople and school parties coming from considerable
distances. The capacity of the bath is 200,000 gallons, the
wﬁtir is heated and the children's sectinn is separate from the
adults.

The attendances for the 1956 season amounted to
62,000, of these 55,500 were bathers; it is estimated »f these
37,500 were juvenile bathers. Visitors from outside the district
grg Estimated at 5,000 and the school children under instruction
’ﬂ-

The method of purification continued to be break-
point chlorination, Chlerine residual tests were taken at least
twice daily during the season with satisfactory results, a
return of which was made to the County welfare Department. In
addition the sampling for bacterinlogical examimations alseo
proved satisfactory.

The maintenance of the pool, once again lived up
to its reputation of a high standard »f cleanliness, not only
in the ponl itsslf, but in the surrounds &e. &e¢. This satis-
factory state of affﬂirs was, undoubtedly, assisted by the
installation at the commencement of the 1956 season of a new
heavy duty chlorination plant ensuring excellent chlorination
at all times.

i gualificd Bath Superintendent assisted by his
wife (a2 trained nurse) and other helpers are in regular attendance
the Urban District Council being represented on the Management
Committee.

The normal seas-n is from ifay lst to September 30th.



Parks

The faecilities available in Merriman Park, wraxhill
and Victoria Field and the Bowling Grewn at Greenbank still
continue t~ provide recreation for the public and during the
fine weather of the summer were much in use.

The woods Batch Recreation Ground was opened for
public use during the schonl summer holidays. During the
year the Council have c-mpleted plans for the provision of
swings, see=-saw and roundabouts for small children, seats
for adults and a hockey and football pitch on this recreation
ground., It is proposed that facilities will be provided and
brought into use in the coming year.

These additional attractions will be, I feecl sure,
a econsiderable boon to the inhabitants of the district and will
fill a particular need for the inhabitants of the northern part
af the district,

Housing

The policy of the continuance of the building of
Council houses on a reduced scale has continued.

House building on the Brooks Road Site (42 Houses)
commenced during the year and the Portland Housing Site is now
complete. Plans and estimates have been approved for the
execution of site works at The Mead illotment Site, It is
interesting t» note that the site lay out in this case provides
for the demolition of 5 unfit cottages in The Mead. 3ite
works and the commencement of building on this site should be
put in hand during the coming year.

It is interesting to recall that the Council has
now completed over LOO post-war houses, A very commendable
achievement for a district of this size.

Eraction of houses 2nd the execution of site works
by Direct Labour continues t~ be a success.

Faod

Further pragress I feel has been made in the perind
in relation to the clean handling »f food and it is noted and
is to be encouraged that several local traders have introduced
the cellophane (or similar) wrapping of foodstuffs, Every effort
will be made t» encrurage the adoption »f this policy.

Bakehouses, Restrnurant Kitchens &c.

Rutine inspections and re-inspections »f these
premises have been made during the year and stress was again
mde »f the importance of cleanliness and persanal hygiene.

Milk and Dairies

Samples taken by the County Council of the milk
supplies to schools appear to indiecate a satisfactory standard
af ecleanliness being mintained by the lacal retailers. Routine
visits were made to these retail dairies. The Council pursued
its concern that the district was not yet included in a
"Spocified Lrea® and made representations to the County C-ouncil
theresn, It would now appear that this will be nchieved during
the eoming year, I feel that 'this will be a step forward in
relation €o the general: safeguard ~f the huvalth »f the public in
relation to this ever more important food.



wWater

The water supply positinn wWis maintained during
the year although the effect of the drought in the summer
months was felt in that the mein well Head supply dried up
far some weeksa, Rec-urse had to be made tn meeting the whole
of the demnd fr-m Honeyhurst well supply. ulthough n» re-
Strictions were imphsed in the district the Couneil was
2ssocinted with a e~mbined 2ppeal by the water .utharities
Lo the public t-~ exercise eire in the usc¢ o»f watar during
the drought periad, ;

#hilst Honeyhurst was tiie sole means »f mmintain-
ing supply, s-me difficulty was experienced in pumping the
WAtor at a sufficient rate with the existing pump t- meet ~ur
requirements. 4is a result ~f this eXxpericnce the Couneil has
now taken steps t- have sng of the pumps in this well rec-n-
strueted and inereased in capneity to provide against this
difficulty in the futura,

Slaught er Hwses

Slaughtering e ntinued during tho year in the tws
slaughter houses in the district. Over 350 visits were mde
during the year t- these premises and inspection of a1l animals
killed and the quAntity of meat condemned is t> be found later
in this repsrt,

Factorics

Routine inspoetinns of factories &c, have been mde
during the year and the lavatory aceommodation has been inspected,
where any defects were foupi, attention was drawn tn same and
remedial warks were carried aut,

Mortuary
The number of eases admitted during the year were:
From within the Urban Distriet : 2 (4 in 1955)
From without the Urban Distriet : 9 (11 in 1955)
Cemetory

The number -f burianls during the year was 57

ater Supply

The water Supply of the District was satisfactory
in {a) Quality and (b) Cuantity. The Main wellhead Spring
ran dry during a period in the summer months and the supply
was maintained from Honeynurst well. Request for ecanomy
made to public but no restriction applied.

_Piped Supplies - results of samples taken for amalysis:-
| Rii WaTER | TREATED AFTER GOING INTO SUPPLY
BACTERIOLOGICAL | CHEMICAL | BACTERIOLOGICAL | CHEMICAL

: 2 A1
f

Satis- | Unsatis- | Satis- '“jﬁnaa tis-[Satis-
factory| factory |factnry[factory factory
=' |

- | = - i - i - i - | - l -
i (]

i Unsatis-
factory

Unsatis-|Satis-
factory Ifactory

e . e a



Waters liable to have Plumbn-solvent action - Nil.

sction respecting any form of contamination: where unsatisfactory
sample occurred follow up samples taken with satisfactory results.

water Supplies from Mains: -

! DIRECT T0 THE HOUSES ' BY ME\NS OF STANDPIPES
| water | water :
il’ublic iGnn*pamesJ Private | Public Companies | Private
LN SR Ed . Em—— SN T TR R I ------- - e AR SRR a - A —
Number of | | | | {
Dwelling L 1844, | 2 iy s 6 | l i
Houses I i ‘ Est | i ;
‘ figure | i |
| : B

|
Population 6300 [Est | 20

e —— e — — —— T

No. of parishes with piped water sunply: District provided with
main supply.

No. of parishes without a piped supply and which cannot be supplied
at a reasonable cost: Not applicable.

No. of cases in which piped supply was substituted for: (i) well
water: Nil (ii) private source: Nil (iii) Other: Nil.

water Supplies from Wells:- Nil,

Extensions or Improvements of Supplies during year:

New High Level pump fixed and brought into use at a cost of £500.

~Puture Proposals:- Priority Groups, parishes or villages
~ concerned.

Provizsion of new leg-out to High Level Reservoir at an approximate
cost of £2,000

Aauntomtic Control Pumps to High Level fixed at an approximte cost
of £500.

Consideration given to and plans prepared for prupusad new High
Level Reservoir.

Any observations: Nil

SEWnGE DISPOSAL.

List of parishes with main drainage and efficient disposal systems:
Whole District.

Extension of sewers, new works or improvements during year:-

Extension made to serve new Housing 3ite, Church Road and also
to serve proposed new School Site.

Provision of new section of irrigation area at Sewage Works.,

Future Proposals:- Priority Group I, villages concerned and any
observations: Not applicable.

CLMPING SITE

No. of licences issued for individual moveable dwellings: 2 (permanent)

No. of camping sites for which licences have been issued: only single
caravans on separate sites,
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(2)

Number of houses included in Clearance iireas still to be mde -

(3} Number of houses in Clearance .reas which have becn

patched from temporary accommodation under Section 2

of the Housing Repairs and Hents ict, 1954, -
(4) Number of houses demolished under Section 25 of the

Housing ..ct, 1936 -
(5) HNumber of houses demolished under Section 11 of the

Hous ing .et, 1936 1
(6) Number of temporary dwellings (huts &c) demolished -
(7) HNumber of houses deelared unfit under Scction 9 of the

- Housing Repairs and Rents ..ct, 1954 -

(8) Number of houses closed as a result of an undertaking

given by the owners or following the issue of Closing

Orders, b
(9) Number of unfit houses occupied under licence -

-— e b
| - Gained from i

i : conversion of
i Houses | Houses in | large houses i
| erected | course of br buildings into | twWwo or more

Lost from

e e T LT R

i canversion of

during year erection flats or dwellings!houses to one

- —

% " ['Slum m“ﬁ“éi‘“ﬁiﬁm'"]ﬂ“ﬁlﬁ? ____________ - T E
! Clear-pur- {lear-pur- i
! ance poses ance |poses o g L
Local tuthority | - |12 | 8 \ 12 | = =
Private Enterprise | - i TR M T - i -

Housing Programme

T T T R 5 i S e e i i 0 i b R S B Y S

A ! o5 e o 8 .

Number of Post-war Houses erected from j

lst ipril, 1945 to 3lst December, 1956 b for 1957 e
By Local huthority ; By Private Enég;g;;;;- jﬁ;;T;I:;m-T_for Dtﬂg;
- PR NS e leerend b ouRpORel O
B 0 a0 | s | veiil
(a) MNo. of temporary housing units occupied: WNil.

(b)
{e) HNo. of houses mde fit during year:

(est) 12,

Nil.

No. of houses found overcrowded:

Houses Required:-

(1) To replace houses scheduled for demolition:
{ii) To abate overcrowding: 12
(1ii) For other purposes: Minimum 120,

23

Total number of applications for Council Houses at the end of the
year: 101,

Total number of Council Houses sold during year: Nil.

== e - e - B S S | W
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|
|
|

(1) : (2) (3)
Hecaived J approved Rejected
J.ppli- | No. of |appii- Mo o i Renii- e 1
| G}Fﬁﬂnﬁ' dwellings cations }dwsllinga cations | dwellings|
| 31. o i h?-}l 12.55. L i B 1 f 2 1 1
During Year i 3 ' IR 2 E 3 1 1
. | f

Improvement Grants made under the Housing sct, 1949-54

No, of applications and houses dealt with by Local futhority:-

e e i

NOTE - Number of applications approved in respect of ownerfoccupiers: 1

AVerage cost per dwelling approved:

hverage rent fixed: £64

amount of grant payable by Local Authority:

any observations

25% for norml cases,

£617.

sed below.

504 for properties which might otherwise go out.

FOOD

MILK

(a)
(b)
{e)
(d)

No.
No.
No.
No.

Designated Milk Sampling :

Biological Sampling:

ICE CHE.M

No.

{a)
(b)
te)

No. of samples taken:

of premises registered for:
Manufacture and retail
Manufacture only

Retail only

Nil

of Registered Distributors:

4

1

Samples taken by County Council.

19

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES AND BaCON FACTORIES

If slaughter-house or abbattoir owned or leased by Local Authority:

Private slaughter-houses
Bacon Factories

Ho., of slaughter-houses in use
where horses are slayghtered for
human consumption

of Hegistered Dairy Premises (other than Dairy Farms): 6
of Licensed Dealers »f Designated Milk: 3 '
of supplementary Licences issued to distributors
whose dairy is outside our area:

41l samplcs taken by County Council

No.
NUMBER
Licensed Operating
2 2
Nil Nil
Nil Nil




»Carcases and 0ffal inspected and condemned in whole or in part during
¥ear: =

- g - [ ——

. Cattle ; 'Sheep |
'E.xcluding Cows Calves, and Pigs| Horses |
i Cows F i Lambs |
R LR i i = i 5 B i : Lo
Number killed (if known) | 228 |23 flolo l_EEEI
e e e — o L i e e — R ‘ ia JE 2 .t__ e _|,_ =TI A
Number inspected | 228 ! 33 11010 l 625
e T T w—— _..-___r e s aa e T et
Al)l diseases except Tuberculosis | ' |
and Cysticerci | I l ' '
] | | |
| Whole earcases condemned [ Nil ! = = ____[____E__ A
| Carcases of which some part or | | i
| organ was condemned : 36 s a1 PO I i |
Percentage of the number 1 | | j ' |
inspected affected with disease { '
other than tuberculosis and | |
§ cysticerci | 165 1 | 2
i Tuberculosis only | l
I |
| Whole carcases condemned : 1 | i 1
| Carcases of which some part or | I e
organ was condemned | 8 i 17|
Percentage of the number inspected i i
af:[‘act.ad with r,uberculns:.s I ?7%
3 Ths ] L IS
Cysticercoesis

Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned - - - -

Carcases submitted to treatment by ! !

refrigeration i - == - Jo = =
Generalised and totally mndemeﬁi - =l = T R e
| A SR e T ' Lo T — — e e
Welght of meat condemned (in 1bs) | ! !
5 for: - | j
(a) Tuberculosis 1107 S L C e g e |
(b) Cysticercosis ST s -"--—i-—f-a-- e
(e¢) oOther 637 - | - : N
Total (in lbs) condemned D70l § - | - j_;na L R
L7kl SR L2 | LBO| 2246
| Tinned Foods: T : i i 1'
] | '
|i Tinned Meat 68 | | a8 |
Other Foods | 1106 ! e et S R 29 o, S
L o azeb _ iamh b k2 w60 2420
PREH_IEEE WHERE FOUOD IS5 PREPARED
No. registered under Section 16 Nil

of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955.
BYELAWS M.DE UNDER SECTION 15 OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS 4CT, 1955.

Any action taken respecting enforcement and result: Usual inspections
made,

KNACKERS Y.LRDS
No. registered: Nil






