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BOROUGH OF STRATFORD-UPON-AVON.

ANNUAL REPORT

e OF C—

The Medical Officer of Health

(1923).

1o the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the Borough.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
I have the honour to present the Annual Report of

the work done by the Public Health Department for the
year 1923.

The Report for 1¢23 being an “ordinary Report”
(in accordance with Circular 269 of 28/12/21) much detail
is omitted.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (acres) s e 1 3903
Population (Registrar General, June 1923) .. g160
Number of inhabited houses i a 2250
Number of families or separate occupiers = .. 2207
Rateable value—for Borough Rate . . e d5TOI2

i i for District Rate .. .. £49,711
Sum represented by Penny Rate .. ..  A200

On October rst, 1924, an increase in the area of the
Borough by 2886 acres will be brought about by the in-
clusion of the Parish of Alveston.
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Extracts from vital statisticas of the year.

Total M. b
. Legitimate ., 88 .. 68 Birth-rate
Hirths { Illegitimate Ee oot log } 17°9
Thotal 93 71
Male - v 49 Death-rate
SEaths { Female .. o 59 } 11'8
Total 108
Number of women dying in_or in consequence of
child-birth . . e =5 5 Nil.
Deaths of infants under 1 vear of age per rooo births .--
Legitimate, 42°7; Illegitimate, nil. Total, 42'7.

Total number of deaths of infants under 1 year :—

Legitimate, 7; Illegitimate, nil. Total, 7.
Deaths from Measles (all ages) e none.
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) . . nomne.
Deaths from Diarrhcea (under 2 years of age) 2

There has been no unusual or excessive mortality
and sickness during the year.

All cases of Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, and Enteric
Fever were admitted to hospital with the exception of two
cases of Diphtheria. There was one death from Diphtheria
in hospital, all other cases recovered.

SCHOOL CLOSURES FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASE
SCHOOL DISEASE PERIOD CICSED.
Stratford C. of E. (myfs. Infants) Diphtheria 11/5/23-Whitsun
o C.of E.(s#s. ,, ) Mumps 30/10/23-3/12/23.
o Council(ass. ,, ) Measles 16/9/23-17/10/23.
SUMMARY OF NURSING ARRANGEMENTS.
General Nursing in the home is mainly undertaken
by the Nursing Home. In addition to this there are
several nurses in the Borough working independently.

MIDWIVES. There are 5 midwives working in the
Borough. No subsidised provision is made for this work.
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CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

A SCHOOL CLINIC for minor ailments is held every
Wednesday morning. ‘T'his Clinic is admnistered by the
Couuty Council. During 1923 the Clinic was open on
42 occasions, and 287 attendances were made.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRE.

'T'his centre is held weekly ou Wednesday afternoons.
It is administered by the County Council. The Centre
was open 43 times, and the total attendances were :—

705 mothers; 835 chlldren; and 69 expectant mothers.

THE TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY, attended ID}T the
Assistant T'uberculosis Officers, is open every Friday
afternoon.

HOSPITALS.

(1) Tuberculosis. Apart from open-air balconies at
Stratford-on-Avon Union Workhouse there is no institu-
tional provision locally.

(2) Maternity. None provided or subsidised by I.A.

3) Children. The Stratford-on-Avon Nursing
Home receives children under the age when they are
accepted by the General Hospital, but it is not provided
or subsidised by L.A.

(4) Fever. (5) Smallpox. (6) Others. The
Borough, jointly with adjoining Rural Districts, provides
accommodation for all zymotic disease where removal to
isolation is necessary and practicable. Smallpox is pro-
vided for in an isolated iron building of 8 bed capacity.

Institutional provision for unmarried mothers, illegi-
timate infants, and homeless children, apart from Poor
Law arrangements, is not existant in the district,

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.
(@) For Infectious Cases. ‘T'he Committee of the
Joint (Infectious) Hospital in the district have replaced a
horse-drawn ambulance by a motor,
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(6) The Ganeral Hospital in the district removes non-
infectious and accident cases by motor ambulance, the
driver and stretcher bearers acting in a voluntary capacity.

[LABORATORY WORK.
All pathological and bacterioligical specimens have
been examined at the Laboratory of the University of
Birmingham.

The following are the numbers examined :(—

Throat Swabs for Diphtheria Bacilli. . s 152
Sputum for Tubercle Bacilli fs 3 33
Blood for Widal Reaction s 2 g

Total i 188
Diphtheria Antitoxin is supplied from the Joint
Hospital on application by medical practitioners.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

SEWERAGE.
A much needed scheme has been carried out in the

sewering of Shottery and of Evesham Road. The sewer-
ing of SllipstmfRuad is at preseut under consideration
and it will be necessary in the near future to extend the
sewer in Birmingham Road,

A cousiderable amount of drainage work has been
carried out in conuection with the sewering of Shottery
and of the Evesham Road.

The drainage of 83 premises has been overhauled and
counnected to the mmain sewer. 46 of these premises had

- entirely new drains laid, the remainder bzing repaired.
This work has resulted in 33 cesspools being dispensed with.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION,
In connection with the Shottery Sewage Scheme the

following alterations have been carried out:—

(@) Privies converted to W.C's. A - 21
(8) Privies demolished .. ot s 15
(¢) New Water-closets installed i o 19
(@) Privies replaced by Pail-closets .. i 2

(¢) Pail-closets converted to W.C’s. .. .o 6
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In the Shottery schools 3 privy closets have been re-
placed by a range of 5 new glazed earthenware trough
closets.

In the Alcester Road Schools new glazed earthenware
closets have been installed to replace cast iron troughs
which had become very insanitary.

VISITS TO PREMISES.

House inspections (H.T.P. and Acts) .. e 39

2t i (P. H Acts) e TR ¢ 1
Factories e . v iy 7
Workshops .. i s i 78
Out-workers premises < i ' 24
Bakehouses .. e 5 ity 25
Offensive Trades o e e 7
Slaughter Houses s % JUPEOE
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Mllkshnps 4 = 41
Markels and Shops = s ita - D3
Re-visits to Premises under Notice .. .« 529
Complaints Investigated .. i o 8o
Investigations of Infectious Disease .. e 25
Drains Tested .. 5 vk stk n
Premises Disinfected - i aih 15
Water Samples taken for Analysis .. e 15

NUMBER OF NOTICES SERVED.

Informal ‘e = £ sive b gl
Statutory . 4 2 v 7

RESULTS OF NOTICES SERVED

Notices complied with ., h B
Notices not complied with, . .a . 39



DEFECTS FOUND

Obstructed Drains s e ¥ 13
Defective o e v it 28
Insufficient Drainage k' 2 o 37
Foul Drain Inlets e o e i
Drain Inlets inside Premises e 2
Defectively I'rapped Overflow from Soft Water Llstern [
Defective Soil Pipe e e o 3
Insufficient water-closet accommodation
(No of p&&privies) .. e =6
Ditto (No. of pail closets) See iy 8
Defective water-closets (floors, walls roof, seats, and
fittings S 8
W.C. without flushing apparatus .- 6
Foul Waste Water Closets . . s e 3
Defective Wagée W.C's. .. o I
Foul Trough Closets (schools) o 3
Foul Urinals (scliools) 2

Defective Sinks and Bath Waste Pipes

5

Absence of Sink it o s 17
Damp Walls .. e S s 8
Dirty Walls and Ceilings .. 4
Defective Floors e 6
Defective Wall and Ceﬂiug Plaater i 7
i Roofs 2 : - I

5 Rain Water Pipes and Eave:, Gutters . 22

- Yard Paving .. [3
Overcrowding .. o T i I
Foul Cesspools . . e . s 9
Offensive Accumulations .. 7
Water Supply (unfit for use) No, of 's:'-.?'ellb 9
House without Water Supply o o I
Insufficient Ash Accommodation - - 61

Miscellaneous .. o e e 6



REMEDIAL WORKS CARRIED OUT.

Drains cleaﬁed oy ¥ o 13
y  Tepaired.. i e 10
New Drain Traps Fixed (onl}?} 2 g, 3
DAlains Re-laid (houses) .. oA L 46
Houses Drained to Sewer .. i P 83
W.C’s Repaired P Y i 10
New W.C Pans Fixed e . o 5
W.C’s provided with Flushing Appalatus e 4
W.C Flushing Apparatus Repaired .. e 1
New W.C'’s Erected or Installed s T 19
Privies Demolished M i 15
s Converted into W. f..‘ % 5 21
5 Replaced by Pail Closets e i 2
Pail Closets Replaced by W.C’s X ks 6
New W.C Troughs Fixed .. ‘s A< 3
Urinals Repaired e e = 2
Ashbins Provided 3 ok 2 71
Sinks Repaired oie i Ln o

New Sinks Fixed !
Sink and Bath Waste P1pes Repalred
Wash Houses Repaired

Lo

Damp proof Courses Inserted 1y o
Rooms Cleansed (by owner) i g = AN
13 " (b}r tellﬂlit)

Floors Repaired
Walls and Ceiling Plaster I{Epalred
Roofs Repaired. .
Rain-water Pipes and Eaves Gutters Repaned
Raiu-water Pipes Disconnected from Sewer
Yard Paving Repaired e P -
kY Repaved
Soft-water Cistern f)verﬂﬂw D]bCJHIIECtEd frc.m Drams
Cesspools Dispensed with '
Offensive Accumulations Removed
Town Water laid on (houses)
Surface Wells cleansed
Miscellaneous (Stairs, Windows, f_nates, &e. Repal:red]

—

—

rd
SO LN 000D =T LN s o B B~ LN G o= o OS]
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SCAVENGING.

Considerable attention has been given to the possi-
bility of expediting this work, but alterations of the
present arrangements have been deferred until the
inclusion in the Borough of the Parish of Alveston.

3289 loads of house refuse have been removed to the
Tip in Arden Street. A man is regularly employed at the
Tip to keep it in order, and to utilize all material deposited

by private persous, which is suitable for covering up the
refuse.

7t dustbins have been provided as a result of 61
notices served.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.

There are six private Slaughter Houses, 1 licensed
and five registered. T'he Sanitary Inspector has submitted
a report on these premises for your consideration, and has
recommended the provision of more and better accom-
modation.

DAIRIES AND COWSHEDS.

There are 26 persons on the register, 19 as retail
purveyors, 5 as producers only, and 2 as retail purveyors
and producers. Seven are resident outside but carry on
their business‘within the Borough

One old cowshed has been brought into use, and two
sheds have gone out of use, leaving a total of 9 sheds at
present occupied. Improvements have been carried out
to the lighting, ventilation, floors and drainage at 2 sheds
(the one newly occupied and one which has changed hands)

Attention has had to be called to the dirty condition
of the approach to two Cowsheds, and has resulted in im-
provement. -

Complaint also had to be made of the keeping of
swine in a cowshed, contrary to the provisions of the
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Orders, and this was
remedied.
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The registration of two purveyors is being withheld
until satisfactory storage accommodation for milk has been
provided. Three other purveyors registered previous to the
Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, have also been
requested to provide storage accommodation.

One complaint had to be made of the dirty condition
of a dairy and this place has since been cleansed.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACTS

There are 59 Workshops now on the Register. 103
visits have been made to workshops and it has been found
necessary to serve notices in respect to five requiring
cleansing and two requiring improvement to the closet
accommodation. All these notices have been complied
with.

OUT-WORKERS PREMISES.

Five lists of Out-workers have been received relating
to 12 workers. All the premises were visited and found to
be satisfactory.

FOOD INSPECTION.

The following meat and other foodstuffs found on ex-

amination to be unfit for human consumption have been

destroyed.
MEAT
As a result of T'uberculosis. Beef (one cow) 7281bs.
Pork (one whole pig) 84lbs.
Turkey (one) 171bs
Totai 829lbs.
OTHER CAUSES Beef 1335lbs.
Veal 120lbs.
Pork 220lbs.
Mutton 364l1bs.
Venison 171bs.

One set of cows lungs 14lbs.
One set of pigs lungs 4lbs.
Two cows heads 631bs,

Total  2137lbs.
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OTHER FOODSTUFFS.
4 doz. sheeps kidneys
151bs. bacon
32 couple rabbits
237 tins meat & fish pastes
7 doz. packets pea soup rolls
24 score eggs

Five seizures of unsound. foods exposed for sale, or
deposited for the purpose of sale, were made.

HOUSING.
NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR.
(@) Total = 23
() With State assistance under the Housing Acts, 1919
or 1923—
(1) By Local Authority i i none
(2) By other Bodies or Persons .. s none

UNFIT DWELLING HOUSES.

(r) Inspection. Total number of dwelling houses
inspected for housing defects (under P.H. or
Housing Acts) .. i i 164

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were in-
spected and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910 39

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as
to be unfit for human habitation ae I

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-heading)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation o 5 148
II. REMEDY OF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE OF FORMAL
NOTICES.
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their Officers i e 119



(¢)
(1)

(3)

(4)

(5)
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ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS.

Proceeaings under Sec. 28 of the Housing Toun
Planning Act, 1919

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs. 33

Number of dwelling houses which were ren-
dered fit :
(a) By owners .. e 21
(b) By Local Authorityin default of owners nil
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

closing orders became operative in pursuance
of declarations by owners of intentions to close none

Proceedings under Public Health Acts

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied i i v 125

Number of dwelling houses in which defects
were remedied :
(a) By owners .. i 88
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners mnil

Proceedings under Sec. 17 and 18 of the Housing,
Town Planning, elc. Act, 1909.

Number of representations made with a view
to the making of closing orders = I
Number of dwelling houses 1n respect of which
closing orders were made i b L
Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
closing orders were determined, the dwelling
houses having been rendered fit o 1

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Demolition orders were made . . .. none

Number of dwelling houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders .« TIONE






TapLE X.—Birth-rate, Death-rate, and Analysis of Mortality during the year 1023.

¢ Provisional figures. The rales for England and Wales have been calculated on a \c&:ﬁ.&&h estimaled to the middle of 1923, while those for the
towns have been calculated on populations estimated to the middle of 1922.  The mortalily rales véfer o the whole population as regards

England and Wales, but only to civilians as regards London and the group oy lowns).
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Causes of Death in the Borough of S8tratford-upon-Avon
During the year 1923.

Causes of Death, Males Femalcsl

ALI CAUSES 4% 59

— -

Enteric Fever

Small-pox

Measles ...

Scarlet Fever

Whooping Cough

Diphtheria

Influenza .

Eﬂttphﬂlll‘.lﬁ letharg:ca
Meningococcal meningitis ...

ks

D 00 =1 o O e o b e

10 Tuberculosis of respiratory system 5 6
11 Other tuberculous diseases 1
12 Cancer, malignant disease 9
13 Rheumatic Fever |
14 Diabetes . 3
15 Cerebral hfl:umrrhage, &c. 3 3
16 Heart disease 4 8
17 Arterio sclerosis 1
18 Bronchitis ek 3 2
19 Pneumonia (all fnrms} - ¥ 3
20 Other respiratory diseases 4 = 1
21 Uleer of stomach or duodenum s
22 Diarrhoea, &c. (under 2 years) 1 1
23 Appendicitis and typhlitis .. s 1
24 Cirrhosis of liver .. i 4
25 Acute and chronic nephritis ... 8
26 Puerperal sepsis ..
27 Other accidents and diseases of pregnancy

and parturition ..
28 Congenital debility and malformation. 1

premature birth ...
29 Suicide ... 5 1
30 Other deaths from violence ... 1 4

31 Other defined diseases 5 15
32 Causes ill-defined or unknow u =

Special Causes (included above)
Poliomyelitis
Polioencephalitis ...

Deaths of Infants under 1 vear of age, Total~{—7 = =
b ,-f"’"( 5

Illegitimate 2
ToTAL BIRTHS 03 71
Legitimate 88 65
Illegitimate 5 3
PorULATION T . it
9. 160

I— R ——

e ——————————— e e












