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ANHIJAL REPORT

of the

HERDICAL UFFICER OF HEALTH

for 1971

To : The Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Stourbridge.

Vital Statistics

The estimated mid-year population fipure shows an increase of 2,490
compared with the previocus year, though the number of births was cnly 375 in
excess of the number of deaths. The increase in population must, if correct,
therefore be accounted for mainly by migration into the Borough.

The birth rate and death rate are both very close to mational averages,
but it is particularly gratifying to see that the infant mortality rate (deaths
under one year per 1,000 live births) and the nec-natal mortality rate (deaths
under four weeks per 1,000 live births) are both only half of their national
equivalents. This reflecte credit on the people of Stourbridge and all who
give them professional advice on the subject of child care.

Caunses of Death

In Stourbridge as in the country as a whole, more than one half of all
mortality wes ascribed to various forms of circulatory disease of which the
principal components were ischaemic heart disease and cerebrovascular disease,

The next largest category was the broad group of conditions under the
general heading of malipnant neoplasms. Lung cancer is now the commonest of
these conditions and, as pointed out by Sir George Godber,; the Chief Mediecal
Officer of the Department of Health and Social Security in his Annual Report
for 1971, almost all of these deaths would be preventable by one measure = the
abandonuent of cigarette smoldng. &ir George adds := "It is encouraging to
note that in males aged below 60 years mortality is decreasing slightly. It is
possible that this iz due to filtered cigarettes, but it cannot be overstressed
that lung cancer mortality is still increasing in women and in older men, and
that the decresses are much smller than if smoking were stopped altogether = and
have followed the great reduction in cigarette smoking by doctors',

Infectious Diseases in General

The prolonged low=grade epidemic of infective hepatitis mainly affecting
children in the Wollescote and Lye areas to which I referred in my report for
the year 1970 gradually ended in the early months of 1971l. Great credit is
reflected in the staff of the schools in the area for their work in instructing
and supervising the hand hysiene of the children.

The incidence of measles was rather high in the early months of the year
but then subsided.

There was a brief but explosive outbreak of food poisoning at a hostel
and, on investigation, this was found te be due to Clostridium welchii infecticn.

In the autumn months, owing to the incidence of cholera in Spain, I was
notified of the names and addresses of people returning from that country.
These were visited and, where considered necessary, laboratory investigntions
were carried out to exclvda the possibility of cholera infection, Fortunately
these were all reported on as negative.

Rubella (german measles)

In view of the well=known risk te the foetus if a woman develops german
measles in the first four months of pregnancy, waccination is now offered to
girls between their eleventh and fourteenth birthdays so that they may be protected
against rubella before reaching childbearing age.

Vaccination of women of childbesring are prezsrts rrebl:ms as there is
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a theoretical poseibility that harm to the foetus could follow if pregency
occure within eight weeks of the waccination. Such vaccination is sometimes

carried out but not without prior laboratory investigations and consideration
of the circumstances in each case,

In the cage of a woman in the first four months of pregnancy who is a close
contact of rubella, it is advised that she have a blood test for rubella antibedy.
If antibody is present, it is likely to be due to previows infection and the
foetus is not at risks If the test is negative a seccnd blood sample is taken
about ten days later to establish whether or not the patient is incubating rubella.

When rubella is reported at a nursery proup, mothers of children attending
are advised by letter from me to consult their family doater if in the early
months of pregnancy and if they hawve been in direct combast with a case of Fubelln,

Smallpox wvaccination

In the field of vaccination and imsunisation, the most important development
during the year wae the decision, taken on the advice of the Joint Commdittee on
Vaccination and Immunisation, to cease recommending routine vaccination against
emallpox in the second year of life.

Briefly, their reasons for this decision were :- (1) the encouraging progress
of World Health Organisation's smallpoxX eradication programme and the consequently
reduced risk of the disense bLeing imported teo Britain, (2) the speed and accuracy
of diagnosis by modern methods, and (3) the fact that, though rare, serious
corplications of smallpox veccination in childhood oceur often enough to be out
of proporiicn now to the risk, in this country, of mcguirdiug smallpox,

Smallpox waccination hns served a useful, indeed life-saving, function
in the past, and the change in policy is not an indication that the previouspracti:
was wrong but is merely an adjustment to the needs of a changing situation.

Irmunisation of Council Members and Staff

In the autumn months immunisation against influenza was carried out on all
Council members and staff who desired this.

Section 47 of the liational Assistance Act 1943 28 amended hy the National
Assistance (Amendment) Act 1951

Action under this act was taken in the case of an elderly lady whose family
doctor had reported that she was unable te look after herself, and was living in
insanitary conditions. Attempis to assist the lady in guestion had failed through
lack of co-oparation on her parts On my application, she was removed to an old
persons home by order of a magistrate. GShe settled down happily and it was not
necessary to renew the order on ite expiry at the end of three weeks.

Dayuty Hedical Cfficer of liealth

This post was not filled doring the year.
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also deeply grateful to Dr.C.Starkie, ledieal Officer of Health, Kidderminster,
for having made himself avnilable to deal with emergencies during my oceasional
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-J-!--
SECTION A

Statistics and Social Conditions

The Area of the EQNUE}! is T T s e T aaa i 53‘1 .I\:::res
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Number of Domestic Properties at lst April 1971 ..e  see  ese 18,935
Rﬁtﬁﬂ.hlﬂ ‘F-.'.ll'l.lﬂ l't'utl lﬁt J"l]'-ll"il 19?1 - - LR-N ] - -nr'?. ,3‘%153"‘
Sum represented by a lp rate 1971/1972 sss  eses ess 523,680

Genernl Statistics for the Yenr

Population, estimated mid=year 1971 see see  ses  ses ses 54,700

Birith rate per 1,000 estimated resident p-npulati(m sew  www 17.6
Adjusted Birth Ritﬂ n sea aaw 16;?
Crude Death Eate per 1,000 2 n P e 10.7
Adjusted Death Rate per 1,000 L " P | B 11.4
Infantile Death Hate per 1,000 Iive Birthas T ann 9,0
Vital Statistics = Hothers and Infants
Iive births (LR - e o e Ty 962
Rﬂ.t-ﬂ‘ Pﬂr limﬂ pﬂpulﬂtim ana aww LR N ] [ [N RN ] 1?-6
Illegitimate Live Births (per cent of total live births) PP 5.0
Stillbirthﬂ - e e L LI LN LN 1}
Rate per 1,000 Total live and still births ke  ass  sas 13.0
Tﬂtal livﬂ E.I'.I.Ii Bt—ill birthﬂ: [T N e L E N L ) (X (N 9?5
Infant deaths (deaths under one :.'E.ﬁr:l T e e e waw 9
Infant Mortality Hate
Total infant deaths per 1,000 total live births ... ses  asa 9.0
Legitimate infant deaths per 1,000 legitimate live births ... 7.0
Illegitimate infant deaths per 1,000 illegitimate live births 58.0
Neo=natal Mortality Rate (deaths under four weeks per 1,000
total live births) 6.0
Early neo-natal Mortality lnte (deaths under one week per
1,000 tetal live births) G0
Perinatal Mortality ERate {Btj_'l_'lhi_rths and deaths under one
week combined per 1,000 total live and stillblrths 18,0
Figures for Englard and Yales (Provisional)
Infant Mortality e Ly e e aaw 18,0
Heﬂ-mtﬂ.l H¢rtﬂlitr arw LR N ] e e [ RN ] ERE N1 1?.':'
Perinotal Mortality e aaw saw e aew 2cal
Maternal Mortality {includ:ln{!; ."thrI‘tiﬂn} ey Bes Tr aew Mil
Deaths of infants under One Year of Age
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Legitimate T s T ) was LT 2 E E
Illﬁgitimtﬂ T e T aww B e 2 1 3
4 5 9
Deaths of Infants under Four Weeks of Apme
Legitimnte T e “uw e wea "aw 1 L] b
Illﬂgitimtﬂ' Ty aaw s saw L] L 2 = 2
AR &
Deat’.: of Infants under Cme Week of Age
I#Eit-imtﬂ 8w [Ty asa sem seo e - 3 3
Illag.itimate ans Tow awa - aaw saw 2 - 2
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POPULATION = STOURBRIDGE

Table I
Population increase
Birth Rate Population over previous years
1971 17.6 54,700 2,490
1970 18.3 52,210 =80
1969 17.4 524290 320
1968 16,9 51,970 670
1967 17.6 51,300 1,550
1966 17.1 hg,750* 3,190
1965 17.3 46,560 650
1964 17.0 45,910 1,050
1963 16.8 4 BEO 850
1962 17.8 4k ,010 1,150
1961 17.2 42,860 1,850
*This includes increase in populaticn
due to Local Government re-erganisation, =nd
inclusion of part of the Urban District of
Amblecote within the Borough.
INFART DEATHS = 1971
Table II
Primary Cause Ho. of Cases
I Disease of Digestive System 1
IT Birth Injury, Difficult Labour ete. 2
I1I Other causes of Perinatal Mortality L]
IV Meningitia 1
v Pneumonisa 1
VI Other Disease of Hesplratory
System 1l
STILL-BIRTHS CAUSES OF DEATH
Table III Ho., of Cases
I Flacental defects 7
II Ante Partum Haemorrhage
III fephyxia

[ Y

Iv Cengenital Malformation
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DEATHS FROM CANCER OF LUNG AND BRONCHUS

THTAG
YEAR MALE FEMALE TOTAL ﬁf‘gfgﬁﬂf
1951 9 1 10 2.2%
1952 10 1 11 2.55%
1953 9 3 12 3.39%
1954 13 2 15 3.57%
1955 17 3 20 Iy b8
1656 10 2 12 2.8%
1957 15 2 17 b, 5%
1958 20 1 21 b, 9%
1959 14 3 17 bl
1960 15 8 23 B.16%
1961 2 3 24 5%
1962 20 2 22 b b
1963 15 5 20 3.6%
1964 26 Pl 27 5. 9%
1965 20 2 22 L
1966 20 1 21 Ly
1967 29 3 32 6.07%
1968 22 5 27 5,03%
1969 2h L 28 5%
1970 a3 3 36 6%
1971 22 4 26 b, bl
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TUBERCULOSIS

New Cases and Mortality during 1971.

Hew Cases Deaths
Age pericds o Nor=
Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory Respiratory
M F M F M F M F
0 and upwards - - - - - - - -
2 T 1 - - 1 - - - 1
5 (20 ] T o = s g = — —
10 Ew e s - - ~ — - -
15 (XY ] - - - — — — - -
20 wew 2 b ot S i = - T
25 ees 2 - TOIEN - - - -
3‘:‘ TT] 1 1 - - - - - -
35 LR R 1 1 - - - - =
"l'j' - 2 Lo e - —px . - -
55 S [ - - - 2 - - -
65 sas - - - 1 2 1 - -
Age unknown 1 - - - - - - -
TOTALS 15 2 - 2 4 1 - 1l
Summary of Cases of Tuberculosis on the
Replister at the end of 1971.
Respiratory Non-Respiratory
Males Females Males Females
No. of Cases on Hegister, lst
January 1971. 52 27 i 10
No. of Cases notified for the
first time during the year under
the Repulations 16 2 - 2
No. of Cages firet heard of
otherwise than by primary
notification ~ - = =
No, of Cases removed from
Hegister in a previous tuarter
which have been restored to
Register during the {uarter 1 - - =
69 29 7 12
No. of Cases removed from
Register during the year 23 17 2 TP
No. of Cases remaining on
Register at the end of the
year b6 12 5 la:
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SECTION B

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Public Health Officers

Particulars of the Public Health Officers, together with information as
to their qualifications; are set out on page 1.

Laboratory Facilitieas

Examination of clinicel material (sputum, swabs &c.,) is carried out by the
Public Health Laboratory Service, Royal Infirmary, Worcester, This applies
also to consumer samples of milk, water and ice-cream. Producer samples of
milk and water are examined bacteriologically by the County laboratory, Worcester,
in addition to all chemiecal samples of food, drugs and water,

Clinics and Treatment Centres

There are seven centres in the Borough as follows :- Westhill Clinic,
Hagley Road, Stourbridge; Sts.richael's Church Hall, Westwood Avenue, Norton;
Assembly Rooms, Meriden Avenue, Wollaston; Community Centre, Wassell Road,
Wellescotej Orchard lane, Lye; Pedmore Lane Clinic, Pedmore Lane, FPedmore;
and the Methodist RHooms, High Street, Amblecote.

SECTION C

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARLA

Water Supplies

I should like to thank lir,R.C.Bregazzi, C.Eng., F.I.Mun. E,, H,I.W.E,,
Chief Engineer of the Horth VWest Worcesterabire Water Board for the following
report.

(a)(1) The quality and quantity of the water supply in the area
has been satisfactory.

{44) When any form of contamination is detected a further sample is
taken on the supply concerned.

(111) The estimated number of people supplied in the area is
54,700, The number of houses supplied in the area is 18,935,

(iv) No fluoride is added to the water supply in the area but the
natural fluoride content is 0.2 mg/l.

(£)(1) No unsatisfactory bacteriological results were obtained from
gamples taken in the area du-ing the year.

(1ii) The water supplied is not liable to have plumbe-solvent action,

Drainage and Sewerage

I ﬂhﬂllld 1ikﬂ' tﬂ thﬂ-uk ]TIBII-IErt]-E:fi B-SEt {53.15-}1 H#IUCQEI'} H-I-I‘hmiﬂty
Manager of the Upper Stour Main Drainage Authority for the following report on
the drainage and sewerage of the district.

ls The new sewage treatment works at Roundhill, Kinver has now been
completed at a cost of Il.5 millions.

2+ A new Skins, Link Sewer has also been completed and it is now possible
to divert the sewape flow from Stourbridge either to the Roundhill
Bewage Treatment Works or to the Whittington Sewage Farm. In practice
the larger proporiion is now being diverted for full treatment to the
new works end the balance will be treated on land at the sewape farm
until such times as the second phase of the Rswundhill Works has been
constructed.

3. Consulting Engineers hove already been engaged to design and construct
this duplication of the new Roundhill Works.






4, A length of 27 ins, cast iron pressure sewer has been laid from the
juncticn of Glebe Lane and Cherry Street round the back of the exiating
houses to link up with the existing pressure main in the grounds of
Gigmill Primary School adjoining Poole Street. This replaces the old
defective length of pressure sewers where there had previously been
a serious burst in Glebe Lane,

5« The Authority have now received a comprehensive report on the capital
works which will be reguired for sewers and sewapge treatment up to the
gnd of the century. They have instructed the Consulting Lngineers to
proceed with the design of certain works to be constructed by 1976.
Those works which are in Stourbridge include :=

{a) Duplicate Morthern Main Sewer from High Street, Wollaston to
Enville Strest Pumping Station

(b) Pumping Main and Outfall Sewer in tunnel from Enville Street
Pumping Station to Houndhill Works.

(c) New Pumping Station at Enville Street with standby generating
equipment,

(d) Duplication of the Roundhill Works.
SECTION D

Housing work is referred to in the Report of the Chief Publie Health
Inspector,

SECTION E

Inspection and Supervision of Food

Details of the inspections carried out during the year will be found in
the Report of the Chief Public Health Inspector.
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ANNUAL REPORT

of the

CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSEECTOR

for

4973

To: The Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors
of the Boroupgh of Stourbridpge.

Mr. Mayor, Ladi:s and Gentlemen,

There was little legislation during thes year, although that did not stem
the flow of Statutory Instruments and Circulars, which had to Le studied and
implemented.

Ag in the past, the work of the Department cruld be split inte two parts -
the urgent and the routins. By urgent are meant those matters which affect the
individual or group of individuals = such things as food poisoning, defects, noise,
gmoke, grants, itinerant caravans, etc., and by those the individunl measures
the effectivencss of the Departuent. The routine is far less noticeable, but
perhaps of greater overall value to the Community - meat inspection, food hyiene,
sampling of food and drink, housing inspections, amoke control, advwice to owners,
architects, builders etcs The aim of the Department in 1971 was, as always, to
balance these oceasionnlly conflicting areas of work.

Where appropriate, narrative reports have been incorporated in the wvarious
gactions, and it is hoped that menmbers will find these narratives of intereat and
value in showing the amount of protection afforded to the environment of the
Eﬂmughi .

I should 1ike to take this opportunity to thank the Chairman and members of
the Health Committee, the Town Clerk and other Chief Officers and the staff of the
Health Department for their help and co-operation during the year.

I am,

Hr. Mayor, Mesdam:s and Gentlemen
Your obedient servant

T.H. Meredith

Chief Public liealth Inspector
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PUBLIC HELTH INSFOCTION OF TRE AREA

The following data on inspections is ziven in accordance with irticle
25{20} of the Public licalth Officers' Rerulntions, 1959:-

Insncction of houses uwnder Public llealth Acts e Ly
Re=inspections " ! 1r 1f L ol 1
Inspection of houses under llousing Resulations sue k73
Re—hlﬂpﬂ?ctimﬂ m b T n nm At 5[}2
Houses in multiple ocecupation (visits aad revisits) T 23
flousing in-rovenents s 815
Drnirla.;’_;ﬂ ERN ] 413
Bekchouses aaw 21
Food prewises (retail) ses 352
Food preparation nreniscs P 25
Food vehicles ata 6
Factories sua 157
Clean .Air ..ct - industrinl saw 59

darestic e 369

neasuranent .
Licensed preidses and cluis anu o7
Miscellaneous sie Loz
Slau hterhouses sns 1,098
P‘c'zt.mlaum T 259
Eﬂtﬂ {u'ld. !Jice . - w ?.?9
Rﬂfuﬂe tipﬂ - ga
Savpling (foad, dru-s and wuter) dos 295
Offices, shops and roilwny nrevises e 376
Shops re: unfit food s 172
Serap uet:l dealers ba 4
Tents, vans and sheds e hg
Filthy nnd v=roinous praiises i 17
Notifizhle disrases PR 57
Water supnlies waw 23
Noise aatoment wEe 138
Swimming bathas waw M

I ULIMIN .RY ROTICES

i total of 145 Irelininary Notices worc served Aduring the yecr. These gve
particulars of rlafects and rocermend: tions as to the repairs etc., necessary to
remedy the defects.

llo. of Vrendaes

Ganeral defects of houses ... sem e s ey saw }3
IR ordan Aok e aer waw  men:  ere oeww fowwe 15
Food liyiene Resulations contraventinns e e L
Clean ir ject - contraventions +.. s e w - 5
Offices, Shops and Railway Prenisas .ict, 1963 e 28
Hﬂrk-ﬂ'tﬂ ™ Stalls ond Vehicles asw Ty L e 2
Hﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂin: «cts T T T ET 'TE T asw 3
Petroleum (Consolidition) ict8 ses  ses  see  ssw 8
Hﬂ‘iﬂﬁ ahatenent fct e YT Y T T 2

145
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STATUTORY NOTICSS 1971

The followins Statutcry Notices were served during the yeari-

Pubilic liezlth ict, 1936

Abatement of Huisances (3.93)
Filthy Precises (5.83)

Public Health ict, 1961

Persons unlertaking Demolition (5.29)
He;llected Sites (5.27)
Abandoned petrol tanks (5.73)

Housinx ..ct, 1957

llouses capalile of remair (5.9)
Hotices to Juit (3.22)
Tige and Flace (5.16)

ilousing let, 1964

Final Innrovenent Notices (3.17)

Hotices of Tenants' Representations
(5.19)

No. of
Hotices

14
=

47

26

HOUSTNG .CT, 1957

T1a sction in Respect of Individual Unfit llouses

() liouses in respect of which demolition orders

were oade

No. of lreulscs
affectad

14
pel

b7

No. of houses

linll Street, Oldswinford 33,540,44,:6,48

Ridme Strect, Yollaston 13

Bronley Strest, Lye Lo 41,42

ilay»s Lane, Lye Lz

Heath Tans, Stourbridge 104,106

Stocking Street, Lye 3,4,5,6

Brook Street, Lye 30,31,54,35
Orchard Lane, Lye 29,30,31,32,33,34
ittwood Street, Lye 20

Glasshouse 11111 Terrace 2,4,6,8

Dudley Road, Lye

a7
Surimer Street, Lye 13,15‘

(h) ilouses in respect of which Clcein~ Orders

were nade

Church Road, Cldswinford
King Street, 'ellurten
The Cliff, Stourbridse
Brook Street; Ly=

Bronley Street, Lye
Cherry Stre-t, Stourbridoe

6,8,10,12,14,16
43,45

3,1

25,230,083

37

18,20,22,24

Kin: Willian Street, .Amblecotelb

=
l\ﬂll = B S T Pl TR
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(c) liouses in rospect of which C1-sin: Orders
on parts of houses were nade

First floor flat, 34 King Street, Wollnston
113 Enwville Street, Stourlridre

Action in respect of Clearance lreass

(a) Clearunce ..reas declared
(i) Dromley Street No. 1

Bromley Street 21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28
20,30,31,32,33

(ii) Union Street/Union Passape, Stourbridre

Union 3treet 55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63
Union Passa:e 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,
15,16,17,18

() Clearunce Order declared
Bronley Street No. 1

(e) Compulsory lurchuse Order declared

Union Street/Union Tassage, Stourbrid-e

plus " rey" land
Tnion Street 50,51,52,53, "Spotted Cow"
Union Passute 19, Tenporary Classroon

Unfit

{d) Claaronece Oriders confirned

The Brorley Street Ho. 1

Clearance Order 1971 (214 Mover’w:r, 1971)

Sectiona %0 and &0

Iml -

llouses
 — e

Houses
13

23

[ %]
|| =w

Frhteen anplications wars raceived under Section 30 for well maintoined
puynents in rosnect of houses d=2alt with by individucl action. [leven mayments
were approved and seven were rafused.

In sone cases payuent was approved to the tenant, on the Tovnds of
partial rood wointenunce.

Sections 31 and 61 (ns anended)

Two sunnlenentoary payments, totalling 21,300 plms surveyors' and lesal
fees, were imade to owmer/occuplers.

Section 69

One cartificate of fithess wis issued.

Houses which became vold

Demolition Orders 13
Closing Orders 18
Clearance Orders 9
Part Closging Orders 1

b1
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HOUSING (FINJICI.L ¢ROVISICNS) ACT, 1958

HOUSING .CTS 1964 and 1969

Imnrovenment Grants

(a) Imnrovement Grants

74 Imvrovenent Grants totallinsg 230,337 were apuroved.
L6 Improvenent Grants totallins £17,355 were paid.

Zipght applications were refused for various reasons; including; work comprised

the replacement of existing facilities, inadequat. 1life of property, a2 plication

for en additicnal bLedroom, conversions resulting in inadequate accormodation.
(k) Standa-d Grants

39 Standard Grants totalling 28,764 were apnroved.
36 Standard Grents totalling £7,091 were paid,

One application was rafused on the yrounds that the proposals were unsatisfactory.

{c) Snecial Grants

1 Spacial Grant totalling £105 was anproved,
1 Speeial Jrant totnlline £71 was naid,

(d) Improvereant Loara

17 loans totalling £10,770 were apnroved.
No applications for moturity loans were received.

Compulsory Improvemant reas

Ona final inprovorsnt notice was served.

Tenants' Representations for the Imnrovsoent of Houses

1 representation wos received from tenant

6 preliminary notices were served.

& Irmedicte inprovement notices were served.
b purchase notices were roceived.

One house which was purchased wns improved to the twelve points standard.

(1) Jualification Certificates

Nunber of apnlications received 66
Humber of applicotions refused 13
Munlier of cartificotes isaued sh

walification Certificaten

(11) Combined aoplications for Improvems

Number of amplicotions received 8
Provisi mal certificates issued 12
Nualification certificates issued k]

(111) Combined apvlicotions for Standard Grants/Jualification Certificates

Nuuher of applications received 3
Provigional certificates issued 3
Qualifiention certificate issued 3







Housing .ct, 1969

There was a substantial increase in the number and amount of improvement grants
anproved during the year, and the averape amount of grant inecreased by 14%. The
nunber of standard grants remained constant, with a slipht decresse in the average
amount. The majority of upplications came frow owner/occupiers, with a few from
owners of tananted houses, and a few from persons or firs intending to sell or let
the houses aftor improvewment. This type of speculative apslication is fortunately
rare in Stourbridge, but reises queostions as to whether conditions should be re-
introduced contrclBng the use of housss after crant aided imnrovement.

anolications for qurnlification certificates increaged, as did the number of
cartificates issued. Inerecsess in ronts were sulistantial, “ut there were wery fow
appeals against the fair rents set, indicating a peneral accentance that rents
(in the private sectcr)were and have been, too low.

The Council approved in principle the first jeneral immrovement area and
discus=ions ware coumenced interdepartmentally, with owners in the ares, with the
Departwent of the Environment and with representatives of industry in the area.
Hepotiations were comsenced for the purchase of two houses for use as Show Houses.

Houses in Multiple Occupation

There are some 50 houses in multi-occupation in the Boroush, larnely in Lye
Braia.

No serious prohlens of manapzaent or overcrowding arcse and there was close
co=operation with the Fire Brimde.
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FOOD sND DRUGS ACT, 1955

Food liyzione (Genoral) Repulations, 1960

Food Prenises hy Types

Bokehouses ... s atan "o 5
Butchers' shop8 .ee sce  oee 4B
Cafes, Canteens ... wss  se: 97
Friad Fish Shope ... A wes 19
General Stores and Groceries ... 130
Other Food Frenises i s B
Licensed Fremiscs ... i B AOF
Slauwzhterhouses ... S S 4

4 total of 1,969 visits were made to food premises. .11 of the previses comply
with Re-ulations 16 and 19. No certificates of exemption have been issued.

Lesal proceedin s were instituted in the following cases:-

Food liyziene (General) Repulstions, 1970

The manaser of a licensed premises was vrosecuted in respect of Requlation
10(e) - smokin- whilst serving “Seer, and fined 210 with £5 costs.

This is an all too common offence, =2nd highlights the different food hygicne
atandard which members of the pul:Tic seem to accept in licensed prepnises. Onas can
imarine the reaction if a weitress cerved tea and cakes whilst smoking, or shuffled
the used tea cups around the table then filled theno agnin, or washad up in dirty,
lukewarm water. Very similar thinrs happen in some licensed premises without
comment.

Food liy:-iene (Markets 5tells and Vehicles) Repul tions, 1966

A meat carrier was fined £25 under the nrovisions of Repulation 9 for carrying
meat without wenring a protective head covering.

aral

The most difficult aspects of the work of a pulic hesalth inspesctor in relation
ta food hygiene, ara the dual standards adopted in soms shops. The clean, hrizht,
attractive presentation to the customer, and Lhe crowded, disor:mnised, neplected,
aloppy often dirty appear-nce where the customer does not see. The fault lics in
a number of hands = the architeet and proprieter who concentrate to too ;reat a dapree
on the sales area, at the exvense of staff faeilitics and stora-e srace § mans ement
who skinmp on finishes, and dcoration and 1i hting in the rear areasj staff who
landle food with the same attitude as factory workers handle met:l or cloth or wood,
The basic responsi'dility however must lie with the snployer, who should, at a very
Blirly gton, vlan to foeilitate elsaning and maintenance Yy attention to snace,
finishes, layout, lizhting, fixturcs, fittinss etc. The Departaent exanines all
plins which are sunitted, und sends out recormendations and sunimrics of the food
hyriene roquirements, 'ut this is often too lute to achiewe anythin : other than a
coopromise 'acause of a roluctance to alter slans at this stage. The Tirst instrictions
of a elient “wildin;; or converting food nremises to his architect should he to
emEult the local health devartwent at a very early stare = preflerably at the sketch
Blan sta~e. By doin; this the incentivs for hy:iene is increased aud the nunber of
Henass reduced.

a noasihle solution to this -roblem would e the registration and prier apurowval
of a1l food p ewdses hefore they are allowed to oven. whilst this sug estion is
l‘."-'I-l.l:l.‘r.1|r4|=1"u'.|:111:,r popular it is difficult to refute as an aid to improving and maintaining
bigh stondords of cl anliness in food precisss. The nerson whe % .lievea in food
Wyriene and in satisfuctory ramises his nothins to f:ar, and th: person who is not
iepared to comply with good practices and standards should e made to do so Lefore






!

axposin~ the public te risk.

Routine inspections, discussions and consult: tions have Vi:en continued, and
‘are atill very necessary to maintain reasonalls standards.

|
.?gut and Cther Foods - Inspections

' 3 tons 19 ewt. 751lbs 2 oz. of food other than meat inspected in slaughterhouses
‘was condemned and disposed of under controlled conditions at the Council's tip.

: Thare ware no special protlems under the Imortsd Ffood Regulations, 1968,
.Hﬂspite the number of 'wlk containers which required supervision during the year.

On occasions large quantities of frozen foods were condemned or surrendered
‘after breakdown of freezer cabinets. Sometimes the goodswere not yet unfit, but
were msaleable due to their extremely perishable condition, and virtual impossibility
of safely re-freezing [rozen foods.
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BACT RICLCHIC L 0 INATICN

264 sannles of various foods (includine samplea of milk, ice cream, butter,
eream, artificizl cream and meat) were submitted for examination.

12 samples, other than ice cream, were found to be less than satisfactory,
althoupgh in no cases were pathogeniec organisms found. iHich plate counts, :=nd
the presence of B. Coli and/or coliforms did, howevar, indicate contamination,
and the need for greater care in handling the products.

The 12 samples included cream, cream cakes, and meat products.

The results of the ice cream samples were as follows:-

Grade I II III Iv
Tce Cream . 56 16 8 &
CHEMIC L S4uiINITON

LOS samples were taken during the year of which 15 proved unsatisfactory.

Formal or Hature of \dulteration - .
Article Informal or IrreEETErity Observation
Beef Patties Informal Deficient in meat Manufacturer notified
label altered
Fork sausages Informal Deficient in meat Manufaeturer
netified
Pork sausages Informal Deficient in lean Hanufacturer
meat notified
Fork sausages Informal Deficient in meat Manufacturer
notified
Pork saussares Informal Deficient in lesan Manulacturer
meat notifiad
klt vinepgar Informal Containsd undeclared Manulacturer
added salt notified
LaYels altered
Bel Patty Formal Deficient in ne-at Manufacturer
notified
Explanation offered
and accented
Steak and kidney Informal Deficient in meat HManufacturer
Ple notified
New machinery
inatalled and
size of pie
altered
Sef gtow with Informal Deficient in meat Manufacturer
Mgetables notified
Procedure overhauled
Irish stew Informal Tnaccurate label Labels altered
M Vale Fresh Infornal Poor quality Nanufacturer
Cream notified

Stock distribution
checked






D
Formal or Nature of \dulteration
M nfnrml or Irreﬁuhrity w
fiulti Vitamin tahlets Informal Low on Vitamin Bi Manufacturer
notifisd
stocks withdrawn
Multi Vitamin tablets Informal Low on Vitamin B1 Manufacturer
notified
Stocks withdrawn
Heatless sauce Informal Corrosion of can Manufacturer
notified
Stock withdrawn
Sausnpos Informal Contained undeclared Hanufacturer
prescervative notified
Retailer displayed
notice

FCOD COMFLAINTS

32 two complaints of unfit food were received. They included moulds in a pork
ple, cheeses, sausages, confectionery, beetrcot salad, "baps', and a cornish pastie;
insects in tinned fruit, tinned rice, dried fruit and drizd nuts: discolouration of
tinned ham, fruit drink, luncheon meat, and potato crisps; foreirm bodies in chocolate
products, milk food, lams tonpgues, Lread, yoghurt and brandy; unusual tasting steak
and kidney pie, ham, yoszhurt, cheese and bason; dirty milk bottles; unsatisfactory
bottling of milk, and a complaint of too much susnr in honey.

Lepal procesdings wore instituted vnder Section 2 of the Let in the following
P F R

Live grubs in dried fruit Retailer fined £15 with £6 costs
Live pgrubs in dried chestnuts Retailer fined £15 with £8 costs
Live pgrubs in cheese Retailer fined £25 with 5 costs
Foreizn body (plastie) in Manufactursr fined £10 with 10 costs
yoghurt

Houldy ceornish pastie Retailer fined Z40 with 210 costs
Dirty milk hottle Dairy fined £20 with 28 costs

The zru%s in the cheese were of the type known as "cheese slkiippers" capalile of
Jumping up to six inches.

The number of complaints received appears small in relation to the aize of the
Borough. There are a number of possible reasons for this - a desire not to cause
trouble for an individusl, or a sense of loyalty to a particular retailer, or nore
likely a nervousness at possil:ly having to appear in court. So far as the first two
ire concerned, these are matters of jud-ement by the individwal, who should ask herself
(or himself) whother the fault was avoldable, or due to indiflerence = in affect act
a8 her (or his) own magistrate, and then decide whether to report the matter to the
llsalth Department. In the case of nervous apprehension a complainant can be assured
that the matter is checked so thorouszhly before the Council decide whether or not to
osecute that most companies pl:ad guilty, and the comnlainant does not have to attend
eéourt. If the nlea is not suilty the complainant merely has teo state where and when
the food was “ought 2nd where, when and how it was stored and opened = the public
bealth insvector doss the rest. DBy complaining, an opportunity is given for a public
bealth inspector to carry out a s@archin; investigation which travels through the whole
of the suprly line - retailer, wholesaler, packer or canner or manufacturer and some-
times producer. Illepal or unsound practices can Le, and are, brought to light,
Bupervision is increased, methods of storage, package and sale are reviewed, and
vhether or not a prosecution occurs, there is a jolt passed through the whole
syatem,

| &






s e

Meat Inspection

100% meat inspection was a-ain mesintained at the 4 slaughterhouses within the
Borough.

There wvas one incident involving three offences under the MHeat Inspection
Rezulations 1963, but after considering the circumstances and exvlanations the
butcher concerned was ~iven a firm warning and no legal action was talken.

Ho. of slaughterhouses in the Eorough it

No. of licensed slaughtcoroen 17

Ho. of animels slauchtered 22,948

No. of animals inspected (ante and post-mortem) 22,548

Total weight of meat and offal condemned 7 tone 11 cwt. &7 lha.
Total weight of meat treated for Cysticercus 1,200 1lhe.

Bovis

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemmed in whole or in part

T

Cattle

: Sheep

Excluﬂing Cows Calves and Pias

ows and Lamba

Calves
Number killed 3,359 Lo3 R 13,247 5,898
Humber inspected 3,359 Loz L 13,247 5,808
All diseases except
Tuberculosis and
Cystericerci
Whole carcases condemned = 1 - 2 2
Carcases of which some
Biior organ wan B4 2k 1 1,242 1 4560 1
condamned i
Fercentege of the number i
inspected affected with
disease other than 18, 2% 60. 5% 2.1 9, 3% 26. 45 |
tuberculeosis and E
cysticerci i
Tuberculosgie only i
Whole carcazes condemned - - e = - i

f
Carcases of which some |
part of organ was 5 = = 7 51 {
condemnad 1
Percentage of the number 5
inspected affected with 0. 14 0.4 | - - 0. 86%
tubarculosis |
Cysticercus
Carcases of which some part 11 - - - -
of organ was condemmed
Carcases submitted to treat- 2 = = = &
ment by refrigeration
Generalised and totally = o i i &
conderned
Percentage of number inspectd 259, = _ = 2
ed affected with cysticercus T
e e pra——
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WAT B 5 MILING

101 baeteriolo ical and thrae chemieal samples of town water were submitted
for examinntion. One tmcterioclogical sauple was found to be unsatisfactory, “ut
further tests indicated a fault in the sampling - either technigue or equipment.

Fhysical Characters Cﬂliﬂrl?ﬂﬁ
pil. 7.4
S5o0lids in Soluticn {Oried at 130°C) Ffa et 60
Splide in Seolutien after Ignition P 195
Chlorine present as Chloride i G
Hardness Non-Carhonate as CaCOj Eea e 82
Hardness Carkonoia SR e 110
Hardness Total Sae e 202
Ammoniacal Nitrosen e i 0.08
Albuminoid Nitropen sag i 0,01
Nitrat: Nitropen sas  wes 9.3
Nitrite Nitrogen wes  aas 0.01
Permanganate Value {4 hours at 279C) see  wea 0.60
Free Carben Doxide G e 8
Total Residual Chlorine i  Ead 0.05

Supplies were satisfactory both as resards quantity and guelity. The
water is not liable to plumbo solvency, and fluoridation does not take place.
The latter is due to the fact that several local authorities receive water
from the North West Worcestershire Water Board, hut some disagree with fluoridation.

SWIMMING BLTHS

The Council's swimming baths comprise one covered and one outdoor pool,
which are interconnected.

The pools' mneasurements are:=-

Indoor Pool: 25 yds. x 10 yds. with a depth of €& ft. to 3 ft. 6 ins.
Outdoor Pool: 331 yds. x 10 yds. with a depth of 10 ft. to 3 ft. 6 ins.

both baths being heated.

The source of the water is a priwate well, with facilities for chlorination
(if required) in the rising main to a storage tank. The water is treated by
filtration and chlorination, with a four hour chanpeover in the indoor pool and
a 8ix hour changeover in the outdoor pool.

During the year 05 samples (57 bacteriolosical and 28 chemical) were
submitted for examination to the Couvnty Analyst and the Public Health Laboratory.
In addition to these rhecks the chlorine and p.H. values of the water is checked
at intervals during the day with a colorireter. Owing to thas relatively small esize
of the indocor pool there is a t-ndency for a btuild up of ormanic impuritieca to
occcur at peak periods, and consequently it is necessary to axercise vigilance
over the chemical quelity of the water in order to ensure satisfactory conditions
at thege times.

The general cleanliness of the rools,; surrovnds and dressing rooms was alse
satisfactory.
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OLAN AIR ACTS, 1956 and 1968

Industrial

Industry continued its good record in this field, with few complaints. Cupolas
occasionally causcd concern, in some cases as a result of efforts to minimise
pollution, and there were some complaints due to badly fired boilers. Wood fired
furnaces also caused heavy smoke on occasions, mainly due tn wvariations in the type
of waste which ware not matched by variations in the air contrel. 4 Nitrogen dioxide
discharpge continued to pive rise to complaint, mainly becauss of the colour of the
emission.

Incinerators, both large and small, caused nuisances, but in all cases the
fault was with the operators and not the appliances. The burning of ear bodies or
other scrap was firmly discourapged.

During the year a pgeneral mesting of the Midlands Joint Advisory Council for
Clean Air and Neise Control was held in Stourbridse. Part of the procesdings was
a vieit to a local foundry to see a cupola operating on propane mas instead of
the usual metallurgical coke. FHembers were most impressed by the improvement in
the quality of the exhaust gases achdeved by this locally developed system.

Not strictly in the smoke eclass, but certainly pollutants of the atmosphere,
were fumes from spraying colour and cellulose. Both were difficult to cure, because
in both cases an improvenent in the atmosphere outside the workshops could hawe
caused a worsening of conditions inside the workshops. Ewentually the removal of
ene offending outlet plus filtration effected a cure.

There were consultations with architects, heating enpgineers and manapement,
regarding the installation of new furnmses, but no difficulties were experienced
over Achieving satisfactory heights of chimmeys. There was also consultation with
the local Alkali Inspector over local problems, and with regard to the installation
of a small furpnace for reclaiming aluminium.

Domestie

With tha improvement in the supplies of solid smokeless fuzls, three further
smoke control areas were declared; two of which were confirmed during the year,

No. 28 (imblecote) 351 houses 29.1 acres
No. 29 (Pedimnore) 305 houses 75.8 acres. Confirmed December, 1971
No. 30 (Wollescote) % housos 188 acres Confirmed December, 1971

The overall situation at the end of 1971 wasi=

No. of smoke control orders in operation 29
*No. of dwellings at date of declaration 6,947
Wo. of acres 1,688.9

* This number has increased considsrably due to new development - the actual
. numher of houses in Smoke Control areas “eing over 8,000.

No complaints were received, nor observations made, of the burning of smokey
fuels in smoke control areas. Unfortunately justifiable complaints were received of
very smokey honfires discharging smcke into neighbours bouses. This lack of
gongideration for the comfort of others is difficult to understand when the
obviousness of the nuisance Leing caused is apparent. Offenders appear te choose
warm days or evenings when windows and doors are open, and the smoke hangs low.

The choice of site is often equally BLadly chosen - invaria®bly as far from their

own premises as possible, sometimes divided from a neipghlours house merely hy a

fence. Composting and the Cowncil's arrangements for refuse collection should deal
" with all but the most exceptional pardening problems, and anyone with an intractable
- problem can obtain advigce from the department.

NOT.E ABATEMENT ACT, 1960

Thare ware no "new" noiscs during 1971, but the usual noisss continued,
Lpﬂasi‘ly to a lesser extent. They included intermittent noise from ga making
plant {deapite stronuous and costly efforts at alteration), road breakers, compressors
Cunad fop point emaving and refrigeration, ventilating air noises, groups, youth

i
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elub activities, diesel locomotives, furniturs manufacturing and the playing of
records inte tha early hours.

A diffieult complaint coneerning vibration arose where metal cutting machinery
was installed in a warehouse. The effact of this was to set up a distinetly perceptible
vibration in the two a2djoining houses, even thoupgh the noise could only just be heard.
Possible remedial measures were bLoth uncertain and prohibitive in cost, and so a
'stop" notice was served under Flanning legislaticn. Zventually the houses in guestion
were vacated, their use chanped, end the "stop" notice removed. This was one example
of effective co-operation hetween the Planning and the Health Department. In addition
there was co-operation in cases of noise from metal cutting at a nom conforming
factory, and over the extension of an existing factory where the extension was likely
to cause A noise nuisance.

Towards the end of the year there was co-operation with other local authorities
and Aston University in starting a noise level survey covering the whole of the
West Midlands,
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VMOSHITRIC POLLUTION

Clinic - Orchard Lane, Lye

See graph overleaf

| p— -
Smoke Filter Sulphur Dupoait Ganga
}'I:I.L':r-ua:lr_,-*:'-.;lLr"lrhe.5xr Volumetric Analysis | Ins. Tons por souare mile
Cuhic Metre 505 Microgrammes Rain
Cutdic Metre
Highest | Averape Highest | iverage Total Total Total
Undissolved | Dissolved |, 1ids
Matter Matter [°°9°° |
I
Jan. 311 &7 202 8l 3.98 5,67 9.80 15.57 |
ebs 175 65 161 Al 1.48 b, 77 6.20 10.97 !
jlarch 114 43 111 &2 1.89 8.7 6.53 15.24% |
spril 129 58 57k 115 2.36 11,80 5.96 17,76 1
Yay Lg 28 k&1 212 1.69 14,98 4,14 19.12
June 32 11 382 106 2.76 9.87 3.9 15,84
July 23 13 147 55 - 2.68 15,17 k.07 19.24 |
fugust 76 38 161 71 3.077 11.40 b, 7% 16,14 |
Sept. 114 4s 213 79 0.91 £.56 4,54 11.10
let, 57 25 188 81 2.33 6,00 b1l 1014
lov. 280 72 220 91 2.99 6.79 3.38 10,17
PH%. 242 68 155 105 1.26 5,66 4,80 10,46
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FREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY P.STS AWCT L

RATS /.ND MICE

737 premises wers inspected as a result of complaints and 42 for other reasons.
In addition there were tests of sowers and routine surveys of tips, allotments,
canal and river banks and other open spaces.

A summary of the work carried out Yy the Rodent Officer is set out lLelow.

Type of Property
Hon- ;
N cnibare! agricultural
Properties othar than sewers
1. Number of properties in district 22,510 L
2. (a) Total number of properties
(including nearby premises)
inspected following
notification 737 =
(b) Number infested by
(i) Rats 109 -
(ii) Mice 53 =
3. (a) Total number of properties
inspected for rats/mice for
reasons other than
notification La -
(b) Number infested hy
(i) Rats 18 =
(1i) Mice 21 -

! Based upon the amount of peison laid and consumed am estimated total of 1,500
rats and 550 mice were destroyed during the year. There were no large infestations,
and sewer treatments shewsd mpresarvoirs of infestations from this source.

ViRMIN INFUSTATION

The following treatments were carried out against vermin:i-

Pigeons 160 (killed)

ants 13

Cockraaches 18

Flies 14

Beetles 3

Fleas 12 (usunlly bird or animal species)
Yoodworm 2

Mites )

Othar wermin 162

Feral piszeons continued to ".e a serious nuisance, with their nunbem being
onstantly replenished despite trapping and other control methods. Soneblams
or the serious nuisance arising on a number of premises from this source must be
rne by those who feed these pests. The cost of cleaning gutters, ledges, window
il1ls and walls of the foulings from these birds; the flies, verwmin and swell arising
m the nests and the accunmulations of droppings; and the number of diseases
ied by them all add up to the inescapahle conclusion that these are vermin on
par with rats and mice, and must be treated as such.
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PATROLEUM (CONSCLIDGTION)ACT 1928

98 licences were issued ns follows:-

67 to store Petroleum Spirit only

6 to store Petroleum Spirit and Cellulose
22 to store Petroleum Mixtures in containers
2 to store Petroleum Mixtures in bulk

1 to store Petroleum Spirit in containers

These licences outhorised the storage of 287,375 mallons of petroleum spirit
" and 308,690 mllens of potroleum mixture. MNo licences were cangelled during the
year and none were transferred.

Licence fees amounted to ZH12.

Tests of tanks other than new tanks were aa follows:=

: No. discontinued
.Hu. of tonks tested HNo. which were satisfactory No. failed ot el b N
failinz test)
11

10 1 0

OTHER LICENCES

Pﬂ‘t -mimls l“l.ﬁt-. 1951 'R} -wow - "o R }
‘Iilnim-j- Bﬂ&rdiﬂg -'-B‘tn’-l"-liﬂhl'llﬂnt l'llf:t‘ 15‘63’ LR LR 1

OFFIC.S, SHOPS .ND R.IL/AY PR HISES ACT, 196

215 wisits, which included 72 zenernl inswections and re-inspections were
carrised out. Ewery newly registersd premises received a general inspection.

As a result of the co-ordination of inepsctions, food shops are now
inspected under all appropriate jActs at the same time. The number of wimits
ghown above represent visits made exclusively under the Offices, Shops and
Roilway Premises Act.

Six accidents were reported.

No exemptions were zranted.

TABLE A - REGISTRUTION AND G:iMN R.L INSEECTIONS

Humber of Tatal No. No. &f registered
prenises newly of rezistered | premises receiving
h.ﬂﬂﬂ of Pranises registered premisas at one or more Teneral
during year end of year inspectione during
year
E () (2) (3 (%)
ql'lﬂ}:l.cea 8 216 19
%11 shops 1 k72 e
iﬂﬂﬂ shops, warehouses 5 ] 3
ing establishments open - 98 14
" the public, canteens
' storape depots - 1 [
TOT.LS 25 822 72
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TAELE B - NUMEER OF VISITS OF JALL KINDS (INCLUDING GiNAR.L IN.l CTIONS) TO
REGISTERED IR -MISES

215

TABLE C = ANALYSIS BY ORKPLACE OF FARIOMS HITOYED IN RAGISTIRUD PRUMISES
AT IND GF YaiR

Claes u{q;nrkplnce Number of persons employed
Offices 1,024
Retail shops 1,382
Hholesals Departments, Warchouses 254
Catering estullishmente open to the publie 330
Canteens 12
Fuel storage depots 11
TOTAL 3,013
Total - Males 1,051
Total - Females 1,962

PRSSCRIBED PARTTCULARS ON TH. ADMINISTHATION OF T F.CTORICS ACT, 1961
FPart 1 of the Act

Humber of

Number on
Repister

Inspections

.J'I"it ten
Netices

QOcecuplers
Prosecuted

S ———

{1) Foctories in which

Sections 1,2,3,4 and
6 are to Be enforeced
hy the Local Suthority

Factories not included
in (1)} in which

Section 7 is enforced
hy the Loecal iuthority

Other premises in
which Section 7 is
enforced by the Local
aunthority (excluding
out-workers' nremises)

25

ez

15

142

15

TOTALS

337

157

15

eyl e
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CASES IN WHICIH DIFECTS WERE FOUND

No. of cases in which defects
were found

Rafarred HNo. of cases in
To By which prosecutions
Particulars Found Remedied il M, 1. M. were instituted

Insp- | Insp-
actor | ector

(1 (2) (3) (&) (5) (6)

Want of cleanliness b L -
(5.1)

Owvercrowding (5.2.)
Unreasonalila

temperature (35.3)
Inadequate

vantilation (S.4)
Ineffective

drainage of

floors (5.6)
Sanitary conveniences

(a) Insufficient

(h) Unsuit-hl= or 11 11 -
dafective

{c) Not separate
for soxes

Other offences
against the Aect
(not inecluding
offences relating
to outworlk)

TOT/.LS 15 15 = = =

FACTURIES ACT, 1961

Part VIII of the .ct

QUT ORK

(Sections 133 and 134)

No outworkers were notified during the year.













