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ANNUAL REPORT

of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HIALTH

for 1

To: The Mayor, Aldertien and Covnecillors
of the Borough of Stourbridge

Vital Statistics

For the first time in rany years the estinated mid=year population
shows a small decrease (80) when corpared with the corresponding figures in
the previous year. As the nunber of births exceeded that of deaths by 350 in
1970 the fall in population, if correct, must be accoumted for by migration
froo the Boreugh. It tust be peinted out, however, that the nid-year populntion
figure is an approximation only.

The birth rate and death rate (crude and adjusted) are both slightly
higher than naticnal figures. The infant oortality rate is, once again,
lower than the corresponding figure for England and Wales. The death rate
for illegzitimte infants under cne year i= 59 o= comparad with a national rate
of 26 but it should be taken into account that this figure represents the
nupnber of illegitimate deaths per 1,000 illegitirate live births and in point
of fact the total nunber of illegitimates infant deaths in Stourbrid-a was 3,
o fipure toc sonll on which te base a weaninsful compariaon.

Once again, thers haz been no death of o woman as & result of childbirth,
or abortion, an achievereent for which all concerned with the vaternity services
are to be congratulated.

Coauses of Death

Disenses of tha heart and blood vessels once agnin took the greatest
toll of life, account ng for 331 out of a total of 603 deaths. This is
sipilar to trends in previous years and it may be said that the causes of
mortality in general contain few surprises.

Tragieally, howaver, the number of decthe from lung cancer, stands at
36, an all-time high level. aAs shown in the table on page 10and the grapha
on page 9 there has been a steady and inaxorable increase in this condition
in the Borough since 1950, before which time it was comporatively rare. It
is well knmown that the main couse of lung coancer is ecigmrette sooking. The
total of lung cancer deaths i1s bound to increase further unless ciparette
gooking is reduced, and natienal trends supiest thot the brunt of the
increase is likely to fall on women who have, in general, adopted the
cigorette habit core recently than the male sex.

It may perhaps be token ms a sign of the times that out of a total of
7 deaths in the 15-24 year npe group, 4 were caused by totor vehicle accidents,
denonstrating at the same tice the danger on the roads and the relative iumunity
of young people todny from killing diseases ns Adistinet from seccidents.

Infectious Diseases

The most worrying event of the yenr wos 2 low-grads but prolonged
epidenie of infective hepatitis, mainly invelwing achesal children and largely
confinad to the Wollescote and Lye areas, but not to the children of any one
school in other group. School steff pade every possible effort to stop the
sprend of infection by inetructien and superwision of echildren in hand hygiene
despite inadeguate and unsuiteble washing facilities in sone schools, o oatter
to which I referred in oy raport for the year 1969,

The incidence of peaszles was rather high in 1970, probably because of
the shortage of oeasles veccine, which was not fully rectified until June.
Now that routine wvaccinations have been resuned it will be of interest to
see if the disease is eradicated in the coumntry. Veeccination of 13 year






old girls apgainst rubella (gervan rsasles) was commenced to protect the unborn
children in the future.

Venereal Disease

These diseasss are net notifiable and the loeal incidence is not known
but national statistics show a considerable increase in gonorrhoea and this
is reflected in the number of Worcestarshire patients treat:d in hospital
c¢linics for this conditicn as shown in the following table.

Year Cases of Gonorrhoea
1945 98
1950 52
1951 Ll
1952 78
1953 &1
1954 29
1955 k1
1956 L
1957 A
1958 37
1959 27
1960 57
1961 64
1962 L
1963 [
1964 ol
1965 102
1066 90
1967 81
1968 100
1969 124
1970 134

Hopes in the 1950's that pgonorrhoea was disappearing have been sadly
disappointed and the high post-war incidence is now being exceeded. Control
of the disease iz rendercd difficult by the faet that it sopetimes couses
no syoptons in females though they can transmit the infection to others and
are themselves liable to suffer later ill-effects notably sterility.

Anyone having reason to suspect that he or she is suffering from any
venarenl disease ray attend the Speciel Clinic, The Guest Hospital, Dudley
(Telephone Dudley 53037) when investipntions can be carried out and treatment
given if necessary. Heedleas to say, strict confidentiality is observed.
With modern methods treatment is highly effective and has also becone much
less unpleasant and prolonged.

Deputy Medicnl Officer of Health
This post was not filled during the year.

A Jen

I would like to express ny apprecistion for the support and co-ocperation
I bave received from the Mayor, the Chairman and meubers of the Public Health
Committee, the Town Clerk, the Chief Public Health Inspector, the other
Chief Officers of the Council and the staff of the Public Health Department,
I an also deeply grateful to Dr. C. Starkie, Medical Officer of Health,
Kidderminster, for having mads himself aweilable to deal with emergencies
during iy occasional absences from the district.

J. Twomey
Medical Of“icer of Health
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SECTION A
Statistics and Social Conditions
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POPULATION - STOURBRIDGE

Table I
Birth Bate Population E:il’:;iﬁ_uﬂ";ﬁ_ﬂ
1970 18.3 52,210 -80
1960 17.4 52,290 320
1968 16.9 51,970 670
1967 17.6 51,300 1,350
1966 17.1 kg,750" 34190
1965 17.3 45,560 650
1964 17.0 45,910 1,050
1963 16.8 il B60 850
1962 17.8 4l 010 1,150
1961 1742 42,860 1,850
1960 16.3 41,010 750
*This includes increase in population due to Local Government
re~organisation, and inclusion of part of the Urban District
of Amblecote within the Borough.
INFANT DEATHS - 1970

Table II
Primary Cause No. of Cases

I Intestinal Obstruction and Hernia -

II Other Maeease of Mgestive System -
III Congenital Anomalies L3

Iv Birth Injury, Difficult Labour, etc. Y

v Other Causes of Perinatal Mortality 3

VI A1l other Aceidents 2

STILL-BIRTHS CAUSES OF DEATH
Table III
No. of Cases

I Placental defecta L

II fAnte Partum Haemorrhage 1
I1I Asphyxia : 2

IV Congenital Malformation

v Macerated Foetus 2

VI Cause unknown
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DEATHS FROM CANCER OF LUNG AND BRONCHUS

PERCENTAGE OF

YEAR MALE FEMALE TOTAL Ry o
1950 8 k] 11 2.72%
1951 9 1 10 242
1952 10 1 11 2,55%
1953 9 3 12 3.39%
1954 13 2 15 3.57%
1955 17 3 20 bl
1956 10 2 12 2.8
1957 15 2 17 b5
1958 20 1 21 b.o
1959 14 5 17 b.1%
1960 15 8 23 6. 165
1961 21 3 2k 5%
1962 20 2 22 b b
1963 15 5 20 I.6%
1964 26 1 27 5.9%
1965 20 2 22 h.3%
1966 20 1 21 b
1967 29 3 32 6.07%
1968 22 5 27 5.03%
1969 24 - 28 5%
1970 3% 3 36 &
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TUBERCULOSIS
Wew Coses and Mortality during 1970
New Cases Deaths
Age Periods Ra Hon- : Nen=
SRATELEY Regpiratory s ik Respiratory
H. F' HQ F‘ H-l F-l- Ht Pi

u LN - - - - [ - - -

E LR = - = = = - -

5 & - - - - - - — -
10 LB '1 - - - - - - -
15 LR '1 - '1 - = = - -
20 i 1 - - - - - = -
25 P - 1 1 - - - o =
30 - had E - 1, - - o =
35 L] 3 1 - - 1 - - =
40 Y 1 - - - - - - -
""5 -ew E e e T '1 - d xe Lol
55 e 5 1 - = 2 - - -
65 and upwards - - = = = - = =

TOTALS 14 5 2 1 v e = &
cummary of Cases of Tuberculosis on the
Register at the end of 1970
Respiratory Non=-Respiratory
Males Femnales Males Females
No. of Cases on Register, ‘lat
January, 1970. 5k 27 9 9
No. of Cases notified for the 12 5 2 1
first time during the year
under the Regulations
Ho. of Cages first heard of 2 - - -
otherwise than by primary
notification
No. of Cases removed from - B - o
Register in & previous Quarter
which hove been restored to
Register during the Quarter
68 32 11 L
Wo. of Cases removed rom 16 5 b -
Register during the year
No. of Cases remaining on 5 27 7 10
Register at the end of the
year
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SECTION B

GENERAL FROVISIONS OF HUALTH SEZERVICIS FOR THE AREA

Public Health Officers

Particulars of the Public [ealth Officers, to asther with information as
_ their qualifications, are set out on pae 1.

Laboratory Facilitizs

, Exandnation of clinical material {sputus, swabs &c) is carried out

by the Public lealth Loboratory Service, Royal Infirmory, Worcester. This
splies also to gonsurer samples of milk, water cnd ice-cream. FProducer

es of milk and water ars exanined bacteriologically by the County

: tory, Worcester, in addition to all chenical sopples of food, drupa

_d water.

Clinics and Treatment Centres

1} There are seven centres in the Borough as follows:= Westhill Clinie,
Hagley Road, Stouwrbridge; St. Hichael's Church Hall, Westwood Avenue, Nortonj;
imembly Roons, Meriden Awvenue, Wollaston; Coumunity Centre, Wassell Road,
Wollascote; Orchard Lane, Lye; Pednore Lane Cliniec, Pediore Lane, Pedoore,
and the Methodist Rooma, High Street, Anblecote.

SCTION C

SANIT.RY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ANEA

Watar Supplies

The watar supply has been satisfuetery in gquantity and quality throushout
the year, apart frou a bad result to one sanple, and restrictions on the use

of hoses in June. An immediate follow-up to the poor sccpls from the supply
in gquestion proved satisfactory as did subsequent sanples.

I 18,410 housss and 52,210 people ara supplied fro. public water waing
direct to the houses. Thers ars no houssholds supvlied by ueans of standpipes.

Mo fluoride is added to the water supely in the crez, but the natural
fluoride content is O.2mg/l.

. The water is not liable to plumbo solvant action.

T ghould 1like to thank Mr. R.C. Bremzzi, C. Pngz., F.I.Hun.E., H.I.W.E.,
f Engincer of the North West Worcestershire Water Foard for the above

'_"E' Pﬂ!‘t -

Drainace and Sewerajs

I B‘muld li.kﬂ‘ tﬂ ﬂ'l-'.l.l'.lk HI‘. Hlﬂ H-l:l.rt-lﬁ]f. 313{:. {m:;l}‘ }‘T\;I-lc‘ﬂi‘ H-I'HmtEr.
Mana-er of the Upper Stour Main Drainave fAuthority for the following report
on the drainage and sewernpge of the district.

The duplicats sewer from Zreck Rond, Lower Swinfora, to the Stourbridge
poration Refuse Tip hns now been coupleted and there ia adequate capacity
the foul water flow froo this drainage ares.

The new sewapge treatuent works 2t Roundhill Kinver will be cowupleted
in Aurust/Septerber 1971 at a cost of £1.5 nillion,

A new S4" link sewer is now under construction and nsaring conpletion.
his will connect the main outfall sowers from Stourbridze to the new
Roundhill Sewape Treatment Works. Althouph this worls wis officially designed
bo deal with the sewage flow from the Brierley Hill and Kingswinford aree, it
s of sufficient capacity initially to deal with nost of the present flow fron
ha Stourbrid:e ares olse. The balance of this flow will continue to be
reatad on ihe Whittinston Sewage Travigntion faru.
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" The Drainage JAuthority have instructed consulting engineers to prepare

a comprehensive report on the Yestern Drainage Aren which includes

Stourbridge and the western parts of Dudley. This report will contain
datailed technieal recommendntions and estimates of cost for the main drainage
and sewage treatment capital works up to the year 2000. It is anticipated
that this report will be available in July or August, 1971. L

SECTICN D

Housing work is referred to in the Report of the Chief Public Henlth
Inspector.

SECTION E

Inspection and Supervision of Food

Detnils of the inspections carried out during the year will be found
in the Heport of the Chief Public Health Inspector.
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ANNULL REPORT
of the
CHIEF FUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for

10

To: The Mayor, Aldermen, ond Councillors
of the Borough of Stourbridge.

Mr. Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Perrins and Gentlemen,

Although 1ittle new legislotion came inte cperation during the year,
the effects of the Housing iict, 1969, became apparent. There were more
applicatiocns for grants, and of these a greater proportion were for improvement
grants. No general improvement arens were declared because of the financial
situaticn, but preliminary surveys were commenced, combiming housing and smoke
control informaticonm,

The temporary shortage of solid smokeless fuel did not affect the
Borough's existing smoke control areas.

Consumer protection in relation to food continued to play an important
part in the duties of the Department, with meat and food inspections,
sampling, food hygiene aond the investigation of ecomplaints, all receiving
constant attenticn.

Dealing with noise, that intangible but extremely annoying pollutant,
took time and thought. [\ start wos made on measuring general noise levels,
80 that compariscns can be made when considering new proposals or new
complaints, and as a means of demonstrating changes = sither for better or
for worse.

It is interesting to compare this werk with that mentioned in the
finmial Report of sixty yeors ogo, to see what progress has been mode. St
that time, the day-to-day work of the Depnrtment concerned iteelf with
rother more earthy maotters = cowsheds, suitability of wells, tipping of
wheelbarrows of refuse on pavements, ete, HMeat inspection wns somewhat
hit and miss, with an inspection of a cow "heard to have been brought into
the town in a fleat, and suffering from a stiff knee". In addition to
this, nine other "lots" of mect were condemned = a far cry from the thousands
of animnls sleughtered and the tons of meat condemned at the present time.
In the local schools were problems from hat pegs too close together =
presumably a problem of infestnticn rather than convenience = and "sloppy"
playgrounds, House improvements were aimed at bringing sinks and water
into houses and there wna mention of n boller/bath which would serve as
clothes boiler, bath and table. Concern was also expressed of three problems
likely to arise - "the gquestion of unnecessary smoke being discharged inteo
the atmosphere will have to be faced" = "a zealous watch must be kept upon
spaces in order that the arca shall not become cramped for air and lisht in
the near future" and - "It is some years since any ccmplaint was received about
the pollution of the StOUr ssssss-ss:. but passing through the manufacturing
digtricts before reaching here it sometimes becomes polluted with acid and other
waste", That the concern wos well founded is evident from subsequent legislation,
and the present conditiun of the Stour.

Since 1911, we have advanced from 53 cowsheds to one dairy, in which milk
is pasteurised, cream is separated, butter and ice cream are manufactured, and
there is a small laboratcry which constantly monitors the efficiency of the
pasteurisation and the bacteriological quality of the product. Water is piped
throughout the Borough, and on unsatisfactory sample is unheard of. People in
general nc longer tip wheelboarrows of refuse on tc the footpath, but anti-sceinl
individuals put rubbish into the boot of the car and pollute the countryside,
despite the availability of the Civic amenities tip. The problems of amenities
in schools have altered, but their cure still depends upon finance. The few
landlords left con now build a new bathroom and kitchen with the aid of up to
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£1,000 in grant and can inecrease the rent to amounts as high as £3 per week,
against the boiler/bath/table and 3s. 9d. (old pence) per week of 1911, So

far as the three anticipated problems are concerned, the question of unnecessary
smoke has been faced and is virtually cured, the Planners are zealously watching
air and light space, aml the Stour is improwing, thanks to the attention of the
Severn River Board.

Degpite this evidence of improvement, the current report containe detadls
of other problems, as serious as the problems of 1911, but more ddfficult to
cure or contoin - problems of food hygiene, of the control of constituents
of modern foods, of constantly increasing noise, of processes which pollute
the ntmosphere with invisible products, of curing some of the environmentnl
condi tions inherited from the Industrial Hevelution, In short, it is
evident that public health is, and in all probability, ., always will be,

a progressive matter. The rolsing of standards is not as rapld nor as
drastic as many public health inspectors would wish, but there is evidence
that envirocnmental improvement, which phrase covers the work which the
public health inspector hns been carrying cut for mony decades, is in cne of
its fashionable phoses, and in such phases the foundations for much future
progress can be laid.

I should like to express my appreciation of the suppert and co-operation
I have received from the Chairmon and Members of the Public Health Committee,
the Town Clerk and cther Chief Officers. I should also like to thank the
gtaff of the Department for their help and willing support.

I am,

Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen
Your Obedient Servant

T.H. MEREDITH
Chief Public Health Inspector
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION OF THE AREA

The following data on inspections is given in eccordance with Article
25(20) of the Public Health Officers' Repulations, 1959:-

Inspection of houses under Puhl;c Health Acts - ain 277
Rﬁ-iﬂﬂp&ﬂtim 4] L] ) LLj R 1E'G
Inspection of houses under Hnusiub Regnlﬂtians ees 1,751
Re-inspections " " e Lo3
Houses in multiple occupation (visits and revisits) P 17
Housing improvements ana 574
Drainage aly k3G
Bakehouses e 23
Food premises (retail) i el
Food preparation premises P 74
Food vehiclea A 20
Factories i 258
Clean iir ict = industrinl 37

- domestie i 228

= measurement s 279
Licensed premises ond clubs - 105
Miscellanecous cos 360
Slaughterhouses aas 816
Petroleun eas 166
Rats and mice ses 13124
Refuse tips . 58
Sampling (food, drugs and water) S 284
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises ‘en 201
Shops re: unfit food aen 87
Serap metal dealers ses 13
Tents, vans and sheds e 36
Filthy and verminous prepises s 3
Notifiable disenses A 118
Water supplies T 1
Noise abatement sew 108
Swimming baths “ea 52

PRELIMINARTY NOTICES

fi totnl of 313 Preliminary Notices were gerved during the year. These
gave particulars of defects and recommendatiuns as to the repairs etc.,
necessary to remedy the defects,

No, of Premises

General defects of houses T e T T aw 25
Factories dct SEE REE AAF EEE mas  sas s aes L
Food Hygpiene Regulntions contraventions s.. ses  sas 83
Clean fiir Act = contraventions SO e e 12
Offices, Shops and Rnilway Premises hct, 1963 e 172
Markets, Stalle and Vehieles sea ses s2s  sas  sas 17

313

T






e

-

- 19 =

STATUTORY ROTICES 1970

The following Statutory Notices were served during the year:-

Public Health fet, 1936 Lo ey

hbatement of Muisances (8.93) M 39

Maintenence of Public Sewers  (5.24) 3 3

Provision of water to Flushing 1 1
Appliances (5.45)

Filthy Premises (S.83) 1 1

Public Health Act, 1961
Persons undertaking Demolition (S.29) 32 2

Neglectad Sites 2 2
Housing Act, 1957

Houses capable of repair (5,9) 2 2
Notices to Quit (5.22) 34 B
Time and Flace (5.16) 4s L5
Housing het, 1961

Defects and facilities (5.15) 1 1
Direction COrder (5.19) 1 1
Housing Act, 1964

Final Improvement Hotices (5.17) 3 5
Notices of Tennmnts' Representations (5,19) 18 18
Clean Adr Act, 1956

Adaptations (5.12) 3 2

HOUSING ACT, 1

1. Action in Respect of Individual Unfit Houses

{a) Houses in respect of which dermolition orders Mo, of Houaes

were oode

Park Street, Stourbridge. 1421345 b
Bank Street 5 1
Vicarage Road, Wollsston. 1435 1
Vicarage Road, Awblecote. 2,3,4,5,6,7 6
Fedmore Road, Lye. 1 1
Henth Street ST, 11,13 5
Star Street, Lye. 1 1
Cemetery HRoad, Lye. 116,118 2
Hill Street, Lyec. 30,31,32,353 4
Bromley Stroet, Lye, 9,9,10,11,59 5
Belmont Rond, Wolluscote. k1,42 2

[
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(b) Undertaking Not to Relet (Section 16(4))

High Street, Lye. 30
Stourbridge Road 76

1
1
2

{c) Houses in respect of which Closing Orders were made

High Street, Lye. 29 1
Hall Street, Oldswinford. 11 1
Collis Street, Amblecote. 174,176,178 3
Belmont Road, Wollescote., 16 1
Broanley Street, Lye. 24 ,68,69,70,71 5
Vicarage Road, Lye. 8y 1
12
{d) Houses in respcct of which Cleosing Orders on parts
of houses were mode
Rear 278 Stourbridge Road. 1
Rear 280 Stourbridge Road, 1
Balds Lane Tavern, Balds Lane, 1
3
£ Houses which became woid
Demolition Orders b1
Cleosing Orders 5
Clearance Orders =8
Part Clesing Orders e
86

3. Sections 30 and 60

Thirteen applications were received under Section 30 for well maintained
payments in respect of houses denlt with by individual action. Ten payments
were approved and three were refused.

In some cases payment wng approved to the tenant, on the grounds of
partinl good maintenance, Unfortunately, in some of these cases the site
value exceeded market walue, and so no payment could be made. This appears
to be unfair on the good tenant,

L, Sections 31 and 61 (as apended)

Four supplementary payments, totalling £3,425 plus surveyors' and legal
fees, were made to owner/cccupiers, The amended provisions for wvwner/necnpier
supplements have substantinlly increased slum elearaucs Custs.

5. Section 69

One certificate of fitness wns issued.






(a)

(b)

(c)
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HOUSING (FINANCIAL PROVISIONS) ACT, 1958
HOUSING ACTS, 1964 and 1969

Improvement Grants

Improvement Grants

22 Improvement Grants totalling £7,867 were approved.
12 Improvement Grants totalling £4,119 were paid.

Three applications were refused, two on the grounds of insufficient life
and one because the house already complied with the twelve points stondard.

Standard Grants

37 Standard Grants totalling £8,841 were approved.
34 Standard Grants totalling £7,009 were paid.

Seven applications were refused, four on the grounds of insufficient life,
three on the grounds that the houses already possessed the standard amenities.

Improvement Loans

9 loans totalling £2,937 were approved.

During the year the Council's scheme for maturity loans wne approved by
the Minister of Housing and Loenl Government, but no such loans were made
during the year.

Compulscry Improvenent Areas

Threa final improvement notices were served,

In ench case alterpative accommodation was offered to the tenants; in one case

this was accepted, in another case the work has been carrded out, and in the final
case the owner has taken no action to date.

Tenants' Hepresentations for the Improvement of Houses

(1)

(ii)

(1)

18 representations were received from tenants.
4 representations were refused.

8 preliminary notices were served.

7 immediate improveient notices were served.
3 purchazse notices were received.

Two houses which were purchnsed were improved to the twelve points stondard.
Ona house was resold to the occupier.

Gualification Certificates

Muober of applications received 27
Wumber of applications refused 2
Humber of certificates issued 1%

Combined applications for Improvement Grants/Qualification Certificates

Mumber of applicaticns received 7
Frovisicnal certificates issued -
Qualification certificates issued -

Combined applications for Standard Grants/Qualification Certificates

Mumber of applientions received L
Provisional certificates issued 3
Qualification certificates issued 3
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There was o slight increase in the overnll mumber of grants approved, but
tha proportion of standard grants to improvement grants showed a marked change, with
increased omphasis on improvement grants.

Applications for qualification certificates were relatively few, probably
ﬂne to the cost of repairs which ore often found to be necegsary and the period
of years over which the incrensed rents come into operation. Combined applications
for grants and qualifiention certificates have alsoc been few in number. In both
eases (i.e. repnirs and improvements) the long term investment is good, but
‘glderly owners in particular are not inelined to incur such expenditure.

Praliminary surveys were carried out on potentinl general improvement areas,

@nﬂ the Council provisionally approved two areas for further investigontion. The
Ministry film on Area Improvement was shown to the Council.

Ehuaas in Multiple Occupntion

There is a fluctuating number of some 40 houses in multiple occupatien in
‘the Borough, largely in the Lye area.

Hotices under Section 15 oand 19 were served in respect of cne house. The

.?urtiua of these notices arvse ns a result of continued inspec¢tions, not of
ﬁunplaints.

There is co-operntion with the local fire brigade in respect of means of
‘escape in case of fire,

-
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955
Food Hygiene (General) Regulations, 1960

' Food Premises by Types

i

BakehouBes Sus dis ansl sae aew 5
Butchers' ShOoPE  sae  ase ase ses 4B
Cafes, Canteens Tr] baa o “aw 96
Friad Fieh Shopsl sis  aes’ sss sed 19
General Stores and Groceries es 124
Other Food Promises e PR
Iicensed Precdses sss sss  sss ssa 105
Slaughterhcuses saE  kas  Esa e 4

i total of 1,618 visits were made to food premises. All of the premises
comply with Repgulations 16 and 19. No certificates of exemption have been issued,

Legal proceedings were instituted in the following cases:-

Food Hypiene (@eneral) Remulations, 1960

The proprietor of 2 restnurant was prosecuted in respect of conditions in the
kitchen, and the conditions of the sanitary accommodation. He wnes convicted on
seven counts of contraventions of Regulations 5, 6, 14, 16, 18, 21, 23 and fined
a total of £45 with six guineas costs. One charge wes dismissed, three were found
not proven.

One prosecution under Regulation @ (e) of the above Hepulations was in the
process of being dealt with at the end of the year,

General

It would be plessant to report that all food premises and all fcod handlers
were satisfactory, but unfortunntely this is not sc. Many premises and food
handlers could be held up ns goodexamples, but there are still premises where
minisum standards are locked upon as maximum standards - something to be aimed at
with no great hope of achievement and with no great effort. There is alsoc s
regrettable tendency on the part of scme food handlers to justify their faulte by
comparing them with alleged worse foults being perpetuated elsewhere, apparently
on the principle that it is proper to serve or sell dirty food if scmeone else
iz gerving or Belling dirtier food.

There hae been o steady improvement in the conditions of licensed premises,
although facilities for customers' hyglene lags, and there seems to be a deep
rooted antipathy to glass woshing machines. Many licensed premises now have
satisfactory facilities for the preparation of snacks ond in cther cases ready

" prepared sandwiches are purchased for resale.
:

In the cnse of the restasurant in respeet of which proceedings were

“instituted, the Council tock the uncommon step of opposing the issue of a
reataurant licence, on the grounis that there was insufficient space to store

the stocks involved and that the general conditions were unsatiasfactory. The
police also made representations and no licence was issued.

Regular visiting, discussion, education, and in some cases enforcement, are
8till very necessary if reasonaoble standards are to be maintained.

sat and Other Fouds = Inspecticn

S tons 1 cwt. 73 1bs of food other than ment inspected in slaughterhouses
was condemned and disposed of under controlled conditions at the Council's tip.

Under the Imported Fuod Regulations, 1968, sealed containers are sent to a
lesaler in Stourbridpe direct from the docks, and it is necessary to inspect
saveral tons of food involved, Prowviding prompt notifieaticn is received
e are few problems other than the lemngth of time involved in earrying out tha
pections. Complicstions san avieg whevoe thete In delasy and parishnble goods
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BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION

213 samples of variocus foods (including samples of milk, ice cream, butter,

3¢ream, artificial eream and meat) were submitted for examinatien,

2k samples, other than ice cream, proved unsatisfactory to a greater or

lesser degree.

| Salmonella anatum, aond a sample of corned beef containing staphylococei.

The most serious were a sample of boiled ham which contained

Fresh

cream consisting of 16 samples of pasteurised cream, two of cream douzhnuts and

three of cream cakes were contaminated to a degree which did not make them
Pactually harmful but which indicated the extreme care which muat be exercised

in handling and storing this type of product.

An illustration of the value of selective routine bacterioclogical
examination came when cocked meats in a shop selling a range eof these goods

' were found to be contaminated by salmonella organisms.
ong of the shop assistants to be infected.

in discussions with management and staff of similar shops.

The results of the ice cream samples were as follows:=

Grade

I

-

i Ice Cream

- f——

50

CHEMICAL EXAMINATION

Subsequent tests showed
The incident was used as an example

186 samples were taken during the year of which 15 proved unsatisfactory.

Article

Chicken pies

oteak ond Kidney pies

oteak and Kidney pdes

Hamburgers with gravy

Milk Bar

Bottle of Shandy

Bravy

Fruit Drink

kocurrant Flavour
ink

Steak and Dumpling with

Minced stenk with gravy

tewed steak with gravy

Formal or
Informal

Informal
Formnl

Informal
Informal

Informal

Informal

Informal
Informal
Informal
Formal

Informal

Nature of Adulteration

or Irregularity Observation
Deficient in meat Discontinued
production
Slightly deficient in Discontinued
meat production
Slightly deficient in Manafacturer
meat notified
Deficient in meat Hanufacturer
notified
Misleading description Hanufacturer
notified
Labelling
changed
Under Proof Manufacturer
notified
Discussing
problem with
brewery.
Slightly deficient in Homifocturer
meat notified
Deficient in meat Manufacturer
notified
Low content of fruit Manufocturer
juice notified
Excess saccharin Monufacturer
content notified
Deficient in meat Manufacturer

notified






Article Formal or Nature of Adulteration

Informal or Irregularity dlasgtetdlon

Cornish Pastie Informal Deficient in meat Marmufacturer
notified
Formiln
changed

Fruit Drink Formal Iuw content of fruit Monufreturer
juice notified

Description
altared

Ginger Beer Informal Contained cyclamatic Manufoeturer
acid sweetner notified
Now discentinuer

Cornish Pastie Informnl Deficient in meat Manmufacturer
notified

FOOD COMPLAINTS

16 complaints of unsatisfactory food were received. Once again moulds were
ths most fregquent cause, ond mouldy articles included four types of meat pie, two
of cheese, cne each of bread and cnke, frozen pastry and of a fleating mould
within a fruit drink. Other complaints were of string in chocolate and bread,
discoloured cokes, and most serious of all, an insect in a tart, 2 cigorette end
in a sausage, nnd a finger dressing in a sousage.

Legnl proceedings were instituted under Section 2 of the fict in the following
CnEes: =

(lass tube in butter (comploint in 1969) = fined £10 plus & guineas costs,
Mouldy stesk and kidney pie -~ fined £50 plus & guinens costs.

Proceedings in respect of a cigarette end in a sausage were withdrawn, due
to contradictory evidence on the guestion of the purchase of the article.

All complaints are thoroughly investigated, and the investigations have a
desirable effect on retailers and monufacturers, even when no legal action is
taken. Complainnnts are notified of the final results of their comploints and
wia, in Health Departments, would ha delighted if more were bruught to ua,
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100% meat inspection was maintained at the three small and cne large
slaughterhousesin the Boroupgh,

Thers was a furthor reduction in the number of animals slaughtered and
a fluctuation in the type of animal sloughtered, unfortunntely without a
corresponding alteration in the number of hours worked in the slanghterhouse.
The increase in the number of sheep alaughtered wns due in part to ewes, and
this in turn was reflected in the finding of cyeticercus - a parasite not
found over the post ten years in the Stourbridpge sloughterhouses.

fn agpect of slaughterhouse work which is often overlocked by members of
the public is the necessity for enforeing the Prevention of Cruelty Eegulations.
These cover feeding, waterinz, cleaning, separating horned and fractious cattle
etce., and the penalties for contraventions are similer to those contained in
the Hygiene Regulations. There is all too often a tendency to neglect lairages
on the grounds that the andmals are going to die anyway, and this tendency has
to be carefully wntched.
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MEAT INSPECTION

27 =

of slaughterhouses in the Borough
of licensed slaughtermen

of animals slaughtered

of animals inspected (ante and post-mortem)

Total weight of meat and offal condemned

Total weight of meat trented for Cysticercus Bovis

L
18

24,470
2k 470

6 tons 17 cwt.
Hil

Carcases and Offal inspected and condemned in whole or in part

14 1bs.

e e s s

Cattle
Exeludimg

| Cows and

Calves

Cows

Calves |

Sheep '
and
Lambs

Figa

|

Horses

| Number killed
1

2,59

116

10

17,147 | 4,603

iHumher inspected

2,594

=

16 !

10

174147 4,603

i 411 disenses oxcept

. Tuberculosis ond
E:utericerci

Whole carcases
condemned

Careases of which
some part of organ
wns conderned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with
digsease other
thon tuberculosis
and cysticerci

576

22, 2%

68

58. 6%

10 b

2,211

13.08 37.2%

1,614 |

Tuberculosis only

Whole carcases
condemned

Carcnses of which
some part of organ
Iuaa condermed

Percentage of the
number inspected
affectad with
Jtubarculﬂsis

- i

g . e, i

Cysticercus
Carcases of which
| some part of organ
| was condemned

iﬂar¢aaea submitted
| to treatment by
| refrigeration

IGunannlised and
Itatally condermed

| Percentage of number

! inspected affected
| with cysticercus
]

[ ]

e S

o EmEm o

| T L S e R e T wrR  mm am

0.02% -

- - —— oo
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WATER SAMPLING

97 bactericlogical and three chemical samples of town water were submitted
for examination. Three samples were found to be unsatisfactory.

Two snmples of water other than drinking water were submitted for annlysis -
one from a cellar and one from a paddling pool. Both results indicated sewape
pollution. In the casc of the paddling pool arrangements were made to drain and
clean the pool, and to refill with town's water.

Colourless
Physical Charaoters H. E‘E
Solids in Soluticn (Dried at 180°C) e o
Sclids in Solution after Ignition A e 295
Chlorine present as Chloride T k7
Hardness Non=Carbonate as Gnﬂﬂj e e 50
Hardness Carbonate A e 180
Hardness Total " e Eflﬂ
Ammoniacal Nitrogen paa  ama Trace
Albuminoid Nitropen e 1 Nil
Nitrate Nitrogen e e 12
Nitrite Hitmgen . o “we Troce
Permangannte Value (4% hours at 27°C) e 0.25
Fl‘eﬁr c‘]—rb";‘ﬂ Dimﬁ.de - 5 & 1?
Total Residuml Chlorine b laG Sia Hil

Supplies were satisfactory both as regards quantity and quality. The
water is not liable to plumbo solvency, and fluoridation does not toke place.
The latter is due to the fact that several local authorities receive water
from the North West Worcestershire Water Board, but some ddsagree with flueridation.

BWIMMING BATHS

The Council's swimuing baths comprise one covered and cne outdoor pool,
which are interconnected.

The pools' mensurcments arei-

Indoor pocl: 25 yds. x 10 yds., with a depth of 6 ft. to 3 ft. 6 ins.
Outdoor pool: 33} yds. x 10 yds. with a depth of 10 ft. to 3 ft. 6 ins.

both haths being heated.

The scurce of the water is a private well, with facilities for chlorination
(if required) in the rising main to a storage tank. The water is treated by
filtraticn and ehlorinntion, with a four hour chanpeowver in the indoor pool and
& six hour changeover in the cutdeor pocl.

During the year 84 samples (56 bacterioclogical and 28 chesmdeal) were
submitted for examination to the County Analyst and the Public Henlth Laboratory.
In addition to these checks the chlorine and p.H. valuea of the woter is obocked
at intervals during the dny with o colorimeter. Owing to the relatively small size
of the indoor pool there is a tendency for a build up of organic impurdties to
oceur at peak pericds, and consequently it is necessary to exercise vipgilance
over the chemiecal gquality of the water in order to ensure satisfactory conditions
at these times.

The general cleanliness of the pogls, surrounds and dressing rooms was also
satisfactory.
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CLEAN AIR ACTS, 1956 and 1968

The end of 1970 showed the first "official" shortage of solid smokeless
fuels, and a number of smoke control orders in other parts of the country were
suspended. It was not found necessary to de this in Stourbridge, although nc
new Areas were commenced,

Industrinl

On the industrinl front there were few complaints,; and routine obscrvanticns
showed little nuisance, Firms of scrap merchants caused intense black smcke in
burning of rubber, paint and cable covering, but these firms rapidly complied with
the Act. Typical complaints included the carry over of water from cupela spark
arrestors; grit and scot from o Lancashire boiler; scil fumes from petal cleansing;
nitrogen dicoxide fumes; fly ash from incinerators; smoke from a waste wood
burning vertical beiler. Each complaint was promptly dealt with, often with
immedinte results, but in every cose there wos a fellow through.

There were consultatiomwith heating engineers, architects and plant
manufacturers over questions of heights of chimneys and capabilities of fumaoces,
but few furnaces of n capacity above 1 opillion B Th Uls were installed.

Domestic

The No. 26 (Hodge Hill) Smocke Contrul Order esme into operaticn on the
18t October, 1970. This covers a large mumber of pre war Council houses, and will
have a beneficial effect comparnble with the No. 20 (Norton) Smoke Control Order.
From Stevens Pork the effect is very marked, with the houses sloping up to
Wychbury Hill to give an idecl view of smokeless domestic chimneys.

Number of Smoke Control Areas in operation 27
*Mumber of dwellings at date of declaration £,288
Mumber of acres 1,396

*This number has increased considerably due to new housing development.

NOISE AB.TEMENT ACT, 1960

Complaints were uvn the snme lines as in the past, and included noise from
gas making plant, open cast mining, road breakers, ventilating machinery, the
manufacture of large metnl tanks, groups and diseotheques, elevating machinery,
and doge barking., There wns nlso a complaint of distmnt nolses in the nipht,
which require more toct than technical knewledge to investigate and cure.

A a result of observations of road breaking equipment representation was
made by the Council to the Associntion of Municipal Corporations for more
effective control to be sought.

Mush thougkt hnas been given to means of controlling noise from groups and
discotheques, in wurder to achieve a situation in which the young people who
apparently enjoy noise levels of 110 dBi, cnn be reconciled with the inhabitants
of the neighbourhood but with little success. To control practice sessions is
even more difficult because of the intermittent and repetitive nature of the sound.
A further copplication is thot in many cases the halls being used are Church halle,
or community centres, where finance to carry out sound imsulation cannct be made
available. It is alse ircnieal that in mest cnses each side sess the other's
point of view. The number of groups and the number of young pecple attending
discotheques indicates that thougsht should be given when ecvnsidering sports and
leisure centres, to the provision of rooms or halls which are efficiently sound
insulated and suitable for use for this purpose.

In the main industrial area of Lye a nolse level survey was carried out to
assess the general backzround level of noise, for comparison and reference purposes.
The survey coveresd o bank holiday pericd as well as normal working days, in order
to obtain a true background noise level ns well as the normal weckdny backsround.
This survey will gradually be extended throughout the Borough, and will be valuable
in asscesing complaints arising =5 a result cf new factories or nlterations in
existing factories, and in considaring npplicntinne under PMlanning Teaialntion for
industrial dervelopment.






ATMOSFHERIC POLLUTION
Clinic = Orchard Lane, Lye

Smoke Filter Sulphur ' i
{ Volumetric iAnalysis Ins, i 2
i Hé:ziﬁrﬁziiif So,, Microgrannes i Tons per sgquare cdle
Cubic Metre i
i i |  otaz Potel |mopo
| Highest | Average| Highost | Average | Unaissolvea Dissolved | oyf
i 1 Matter Matter
_.Ian. 274 63 ' k11 154 k.02 10,93 12.29 23.22
Feb. 273 67 273 95 2:36 921 5.55' 14,87
March .!L 129 51 220 137 2.4o 10.13 5,77 15.90-
_.April . 126 37 185 85 2.72 13.03 5.43 15.&6'
May | ™ 28 251 &5 2, Lk 25,48 5,20 | 30,68 ?
_Junn L7 22 161 el 0.59 23.30 3.1 EE.?T-“
July 24 14 73 45 1.81 B.78 3.88 12,66
hugust 61 28 140 71 3.98|  6.19 6.43 | 1262
-Eefpt. b 110 29 115 67 1,18 | 6.03 3,15 9.13\.
200 5 260 % | 1.5 7.35 6.46 | 13.8° |
97 50 180 82 i k.53 3. 71 5.2l 5.95-M
T T N N I R T R

See graph overleaf
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
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PREVENTION OF D/MAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

RATS /ND MICE

590 premises were inspected ms a result of complaints. In addition there were
ests of sewers and routine surveys of tips, allotments, canal and river bonks and
ther cpen spaces,

A sumary of the work carried out by the Rodent Officer is set cut below.

|

Treatment i Infested
Type of Ho, of Prm:r;i::s :E:“?E by
I W ‘I"I' o y . -JJI.-U‘-.
Froperty nspections Infested Ird#44l | Secondary Entailed ] Rats Micer

Local i
Authority 52 1h 1k - 1 8§ 5

Dwellings 251 192 187 | 5 503 173 55

nditolal 87 26 26 - 48 18 8

Total 390 2352 : 227 5 692 163 68

Based upon the amcunt of poison laid and consumcd nn estimated total of 1,550
ts and 574 mice were destroyed during the year. There were no large infestations,
d sewer treatments show no reservoira of infestations from this sovrce.

VERMIN INFESTATION

The following trcatments were carried out against vermin:-

Figeons 5]
Wasps &1
ints 25
Cockroaches |
Flies 5
Beetles 3
Fleas &
Woodworm 2
Mites 1
Other vermin 31

Two of the more difficult pests to control are foxes nnd feral pizeons.

Foxes are fairly numerous in the Oldswinford/Pedmors/licllescote area, althouph
nuisance they cause is largely from scratching in sarldens pics the occasional
try raid. On the credit side they are good rat catehrrz, and evidsnce of this
often be seen outside their bolt holes. Advice is ;iven un proofin: pardens and
cken runs, but no further action is taken excapt in special eirounstances.

Feral pigeons continue to be a serivus nuisance, with their nuombers being
stantly replenirhed despite trappdng and other control metholds,
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FETROLEUM (CONSOLID.TION ACT) 1928

108 licences were issued as follows:-

69 to store Petroleum Spirit only
11 to store Petroleum Spirit and Cellulose
17 to store Fetroleum Mixtures in containers
2 to store Fetroleum Mixtures in bulk
1 to store Petroleum Spirit in containers

These licences authorised the storage of 281,280 gallons of petroleum spirit
and 303,160 gnllons of petroleum mixture. Four licences were cancelled during the
Year and two were transferred.

Licence fees amounted to £416,

Tests of tanks other than new tanks were as follows:-

No. discontinued

No. of tanks Ho. which were
tested satisfactory Noe failed {ﬁth%r.than those
failing test)
2 2 = 5

OTHER LICENCES

P'Et ;mimﬂlﬂ rhgt'-' 195’1 - L] - -ww LN 6
Animal Boarding Establishment Act, 1963 ses 1

OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

201 visits, which included 175 general inspections and re-inspections were
carried ocut. Every newly registered premises received a general inspection.

iz a result of the co=ordinaticn of inspections, food shops are now
inspected under all appropriate ficts at the same time. The number of visits
shown above represent visits mnde exclusively under the Offices, Shops and
Railway Premises Act,.

Five acecidents were reportods

No exemptions were grantaed.

TABLE & - REGISTRATION AND GENER/LL INSFECTIONS

i | T
Mumber of i Total No. Ho. of registered
premises newly ! of registered | premises receiving
[lase of Fremises registered premisges at one or more general
during year end of year inspections during
Yyear
(2) (3) (4)
1% 208 20
11 458 b2
T
2 ; 32 i 8
- T 1
- i
- b 98 18
- ! 1 1
26 [ 797 89

. . 10 s i S et e et i e ——
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TABLE B - NUMBER OF VISITS OF ALL KINDS (INCLUDING GENERAL INSPECTIONS) TO

REGISTEHED PREMISES

201

TAELE C - ANALYSIS BY WORKPL.CE OF FERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED FPREMISES

i END OF YEAR

Class of Workplace

Rumber of persons employed

(1) (2)

Offices 1,036
Retail Shops 1,411
Whelesale Departments, Warchouses 240
Catering Establishments open to the public 337
Canteens 11
Fuel Storage Depots L
TOTAL 3,039

Total = HMales 1,072

Total - Females 1,967

Legal Proceecdings

futhority was given to prosecute in one case, but it was not found

necessary to do sSo0.

PRESCRIBED PARTICULARS ON THE ..DMINISTRATION OF THE FACTORIES ACT, 1961

Part 1 of the Act
Mumber of
Humber on Written | Oecupiers
Reglster Inspections | o iices | Prosccuted
(1) Factories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 and 25 39 e .
6 are to be enforced
by the Loeal futhority
(2) Factories not included
in (1) in which Section 3 o &
7 is enforced by the 313 =
Local duthority.
{3) Other premises in which
Segtion 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority £ .- = b
{ excluding out-workers?'
premises)s
T T . e e —t | (L ORI il 5
TOTLLS 338 258 12 o

e amam ol
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CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

No. of cnses in which defects
were found
Heferrad
Ta By No. of cases
H.M. H.M. in which
F
e EA Found el Insp- | Insp- prosesutions
actor ector were instituted
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5)
Want of cleanliness 1 1 -
(S.1)
Overcrowding (5.2)
Unreasonable
temperature (5.3)
Inadequate
ventilation (S.%)
Ineffective
drainage of
floora (5.8)
Sanitary Conveniencesy
(a) Insufficient
(b) Unsultable or
F 11 11 5
defective
{c) Notgeparate
for soxes
Other offences
against the Act (not
ineluding offences k
relating to cutwork)
TOTALS 12 12 = - -
Fi.CTORIES ACT, 1961
Part VIII of the Act
OUTWORE
{Sections 133 and 134)
SECTION 133 SECTION 134
Ho. of No. of iHui of No. of
outworkers| cnses of |prosecu~ | instances
Nat in fugust | default |[tions for] of work
; i list in failure in Hotices Frosecu-
ﬁork required gending |te unwhole- Served tions
by lists to jlsupply gsome
Seetion the list premises
13301)(e) | Council
(1) (2) (3) (&) (5) (6) (7)
Wearing
(Making 1 = < = =
apparel)
atc.













