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THY ANNUAL REPORT

of tho

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HRAITH

for the yocar 1945

To the Mayor, .ldermen and Members of the Stourbridge Town Council.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you my Annual Report for the
Year 1945,

Compared with 1944 there werc 117 fewer Births and 15 fower
doaths. The Birth Rate for the Borough showed a decrcasc from 19.52 to
16.19 per thousand of the population and the Death Rate rose from 12.85
to 13.22. For puwrposcs of comparison the Birth and Death Ratos for
England and Wales (1945) woro 16.1 and 14.4 respectively. It is of
intercest to note that of the 449 deaths rccorded for the Borough, 204
related to persons of 70 ycars and over,

There was little wvariation in the number of decaths from
Influcnza, Bronchitis and Pneumonia, which totalled 38 comparcd with 34
in the previous year. Deaths from Heart Diseasc declined from 125 to
103 and those from Cancer showed a slight increase from 74 to 81,

The incidence of Scarlet Fever again showed a marked docline
from 128 cases in 1944 to 37 in 1945, this being the lowest number reecorded
in the Borough since 1938. There were no deaths. The number of Diphtheria
cases, howover, rose from 25 to 47, but of theso 21 were of ages 15 to 41
years. There were three Diphtheria deaths (ages 3, 10 and 18 ycars) and in
cach case the patient had not boen immunised, Consistent progreas is being
made with immamisation, more partioularly with children of pre-school age.
Visits and propagenda arc proving effective in persuvading parcnts of the
high protection which immmisation gives. I would like to thank the Health
Visitors for their help in obtaining 'consents'; also Dr. Walker. My thanks
arc also duve to Mrs. Bache and Mrs, Bridgwater for their assistance at the
Immunisation scssions,

Notifications of measlcs rose from 82 to 336 represcnting a
Morbidity Ratc of 9.89 per thousand of thc population, as against 11.67
for England and Wales. The increascd incidence began in Novembor, 194k and
' 4id not assume normal proportions until the following May. Of the 336 oascs
some 313 werc notified in the first four months of the year, (127 in January,
106 in February, 56 in March and 24 in /pril). There was onc death.

On the whole, the health of the Borough during the year can be
recgarded as satisfactory.

In July we welcomed bagk our Scnior Sanitary Inspector Mr. A.E.K.
Kent, who had been serving in H.M. Foreoee since iugust, 1939. The temmorary
Senior Sanitary Inspoctor lr, J.S. Haworth left us in July to take up ano*h-
appointment with o County Borough.
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In conclusion I would like to express my sincere thanks to the
Chairman and Members of the Public Health Committee for the support I have
been given, to Mr., A,E.K. Kent and lir, J.S., Haworth, and to Mr. A. Powcll
temporary Chief Clerlk, and other members of the Publie Health Staff for
their co-operation in the work of the Department.

I am,
Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Genblemen,
Your Obedient Scrvant,
R.L. CORLETT
Aoting Medieal Officcr of Health.

SECTION .

Statistics and Social Conditions

The Arca was onlarged on 1st April, 1933, by the inclusion of the
Urban District of Lyc and VWollescote, and of the Parish of Pedmore, which
was part of the Rural District of Dromsgrove.

Acrcs

The Arca is now L,24Y
viz: Stourbridge ‘e . 1,920

Lyc and ‘Tollcacotc .. . 1,028

Pedmore e . 1,266

The Population, according to the 1931 Census, was 33,140
vig: Stourbridge o= . 19,904

Lyc and %Wollcscote .. . Ty 2R T

Pedmore . i 9299

Total Population, estimated at middle of 1945 .. 33,960
Humber of inhabited housc, 1931 e

Number of inhabitcd houscs at cnd of 1945 10,310
Number of families or separate occupicrs,1931 8,477
Nunber of familics or scparatc occupicrs,1945 not available

R-’Z‘tﬂablﬂ v&luu (I - . - 8 - w - £1 Bj ’#92
Sun represented by o poenny rate o i £707

stotistical homorandum

—_——— ke -

Population Estimatcd, Mid-ycar, 1945 .. 33,960
Birth Rate per 1,000 .o . 16.19
Birth Rato Average for five years, 1944-45 16.9

Doath Rato per 1,000 of estimated resident populationd .22
Decath Ratc = Average for five years 1941-=k5 i
Infantile Death Rato poer 1,000 Births 58

Death Rate from Respiratory Tuberoulosis 0.55
Dcath Rate from Nen-Respiratory Tuberculosis G, 029



SECTION A

Physical Peatures, General Character
and Social Conditions of the ] Dlstra.ct

The Tovn rises from the River Stour, which is the boundary of
Worcestershire and Staffordshire, and is on the North side of the Borough,
The height above sea level at the River Boundary is 216 fect, rising to

W2 fect at the South Boundary adjoining Bromsgrove Rural IJ:Lstr:r.ct and to
812 feet on the Dast sido. -

The Town is partly rcsidontial and pawtly industrial,

The principal industrics arc Iron Works, Forgings, Spades &
Shovels; Chains, Vieces, Anvils, Frost Cogu, Pirce Bricks, Gas Reotorts,
Galvenised, Enamclled and Ja psamf,r.:l Buckets, Baths and General Hollowarco;
Aluminium products, Horse Shocs; Skin Rugs, Chamois Leather Gleves;
Brushes and Brooms: Glazed Bric}:u.

The Borough Council is the owner of the Gas Undertaking, whosec
works arc situated in the Urban District of Amblocotoc, and fmblecotc and
Stourbridge are Constituont Members of the Stourbridge & District Water
Board (with two Mcmbers from the Wordsley Ward of the Bricrloy Hill U.D.Ca).

No particular discascs arc attributable to the occupations
carricd on in thc District.

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Yecar

BIRTHS
Live Births
I-'I-! :-:II T'Dt:]-l
Logitimate .. s 250 251 501
Illegitimate gl Ul 23 L9
276 27l 550
e sz =

Birth Ratc per 1,000 of the cstimateod resident population 16419
Birth Ratc for England and Walcs .. e 1641

Still Births

3 M. i Total
Legitimate e . P 6 8
Illcgitimato .. .o 1 - 1

S Bl
Ratoe per 1,000 total (live and still) Births ., es 16,46



DEATHS

Males o ' . 249
Foemales .. " el 2ed
L49
f~ ——e |

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population 13,22
Death Rato for England and Wales . .o 11.4

Deaths from Puerperal Causcs

Puerperal Sepsis ., o -
Other Matermal Causes ,. -

The Maternity Mortality Rates - por 1,000 total (Live and Still)
Births for Englond and Wales werei-

Abortion with Scpsis e s Oy25
ALbortion without Sepsis oy 0,08
Pucrpeoral Infemations .. os Ou2h
Other I . e
Deaths of Infants under Ono
Yoar of Ago
M. F. Total.
Legitimate A 18 12 30
Illegitimate .. 1 1 L
19 13 32
= = =

Death Rote of Infants under One Year of apgse:=-
A1l infants per 1,000 Live Births .. as 58,16
Legitimate infante per 1,000 legitimate

Live Birtha aw 59; 88
Illogitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate
Live Births 10,81

The Infant Mortality Rate for England and Wales was 46 per 1,000
Live Births.



104
11.
12.
13-
T
15,
16-
17.
18,
19,
20,
21,
22,
23.
2L
25.
26-
27.
28.
29i
30.

e
32

33
3Li
55.
36.

of age)

CiUSES OF IBELTH
M. P,
Typhoid Fever, ete. cee e - -
Cerebro Spinal Fever son - - -
searlet Fover . rea - -
Whooping Coﬁgh seu s 1 1
Diphtheria A cee 1 2
Respiratory Tuberculosis ... con 11 8
Other Forms of Tuberculosis ses 1 -
Syphilitic Discases ens . - -
Influenza s sea - 1
Measles e . - 1
Ac, Poliomyelitis and Polioencephalitis - -
Ao, Inf. Encephalitis A T - 1
Cancer of Buc; cav. and aesoph (ii); uterus (F) 6 6
Cancer of stomach and ducdenum Ynia 5 1
Cancer of breast Ay N e - 9
Cancer of all other sites ... i 3l 17
Diasbetes hiwE . 2 L
Intra-cranial vascular lesions “«os 30 22
Heart Discase e i 53 50
Other disesases of circulatory system ... 5 2
Bronchitis i ale 12 9
Phevmonia oes »en 1| 5
Other respiratory diseases... S 6 -
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum e 5 1
Diarrhoea (under 2 years) ... ey 2 -
Appendicitis s aee 1 1
Other Digestive Diseases ... e 5 9
Hephritis e R 5 7
Puerperal and Post-zbortion Sepsis ves - -
Other Maternal Causes e ses - -
Premature Birth . ss L L.
Congenital Malformation, bll“h injury, infantile
diseases 6 7
Suicide i P % 2
Road Traffic Accidents sasn e 1 2
Other violent causes sain ass 6 5
A1l other causecs e i 32 20
259 250
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) EH
Deaths from Measles (all ages)
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) 2
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years

2



SECTION B

. S

&ncra.l Provision of Health Services
Tor the idrea

(1) Public Health Officers

Particvlars of the Public Hecalth Officers, together with information
¥ to their qualifications, are set out on Page 2.

(ii) (a) Leboratory Facilities

Examination of clinical meterial (Sputum, swabs, otc.), water, milk
and foodstuffs 1s done at the Worcestershire County Laboratory,

(41) (b) Ambulance Facilities

Two motor ambulances and a car for sitting casos are wnder the control
of the Public Health Cormittea,

During tho yeer,1696 patients were transported and a total mileoage of
15,893 covered, as compared with 1812 patients and 15,405 miles in the
previous yoar,

Tho Council's Arbulance Service also covers by arrangerment the parishos
of Hagley; Clent, and part of Belbroughton in the Rural District of Bromsgrovo
and in addition the Urban District of Amblecote, Under these arrangerents 59
patientt from the Bromsgrove Rural District and 25 from the Urban District of
imblscote were conveyed during the yoar, and arce included in the total figure
given.

(i1) (e) Nursing in the Home

(a) CENERAL. The Stourbridgze District Nursing Association, which is a
volimbtary organisation, employs two Nurses, whose services are availeble %o
residents in the Stourbridge and Pedmore areas. The Lye and Wollescote
Nursing dssociation, alsc a voluntary organisation, employs a nursc.

(b) There is no provision fur Professional Nursing of cases of Infcctious
Disenses treated at home, excepting Ophthalmia Neonatorum, cases of which are
attended by the Infant Welfare Nurse,

(ii) (d) Clinics and Treatment Centres

Tha Maternity and Infant Wolfare Centre at No. 40 New Road, is under the
control of a voluntary committee and a contribution is made by tho Towm Council
to the funds of this committec, The Town Council ovn the premises occupiecd by

the Centrna.
The Cenire is open on the afternoons of Tucsday and Wednesday in cachweck,

An Orthopacdic Clinic, vz the auspices of the Woreestershire County
Council, is held daily at the Cenire, for massage and remedial exerciscs.

-?l— ¥



Gencral P{pvjﬁicn}pf Hoalth Scrvicos
far the ,rca (cont.)

in inte-natal Clinic is held at the Centre on londay mornings, also
on the first and third Tucsday of cach month, and is attended by an .\ssistant
County lMcdical Officer, (/n intc-natal Clinic is also held at the lary
Stevens Maternity Home on the scecond and fourth Tucsdays, and is attended by
an Assistant County Medicnl Officer).

4 special Toddlers Clinic is held on the first and third Wednesdays
in cach month, This is intcnded for the supervision of the health of childron
between the ages of one and five years.

L monthly Dental Clinie, especially for toddlers and young children,
is held at the Centre on Saturday mormings.

There is a second liaternity and Infant Vielfare Centre at Orchard
Lane, Lye under the control of the County Council and with the same facilitles
as the Stourbridge Clinie,

Provention of Diphtheria

Clinics for Immunisation of children against Diphtheria werc held
as required at Stourbridge and Lye. The Clinies are provided free by the
Borough Council.

SCABIES

Theoughout the ycar Clinics were held weckly as necessary at the
former First .id Post, Stourbridge and at the iiclfare Centre premises Lye.
Baths ete. are provided by the Borough Council and the preparation used in
treatrent was Benzal Benzoate Ermulsion.

Somc 103 paticnts, compared with 19 in 1944 reccived treatment..
Twenty-two were under 5 yecars of age, 72 werc of school apge, =2nd 9 were
g¢ither marricd or single women. Most of thom received two or more baths,
involving 216 paintings. Thore were 20 cases of re-infeetion after the
first course of treatrent. The necessity of all infected members of a
houschold being treated at the samc tine is irmpressed upon patents. It
has not, howcver, boeen possible to extend bathing facilities at the Clinics
to male adults owing to stoffing difficulties, but in such cases Ermlsion
is supplied with directions and advice so that treatment can be carried
out ot home.

I an grateful to Nurse Davies, Nurse Lawson, Nurse Wall and other
lady voluntcers for their assistance at the Clinics and to local docto=a

for their co-operation.

(1i) (e) Hospitals: Public and Voluntary

lan Situation Purpose No. of beds
North Worcs. Joint Hayley Groen,
Isolation near Halesowen Infectious Disease L6
o - Tuberculosis 17

Stourbridge & Halesowen
Joint Lutley, Halesowen Small Pox 8
-



(11) (c) Hospitals: Tublic and Voluntoxy (ocout,)

Name Situation Purposc No, of bcds
Mary Stewvens
Matornity Home  Stourbridpge Maternity 16
Corbett JAmblecote,
Nr, Stourbridge Goneral 100
SECTION C

Sanitary Circumgtances of the Jaxrea

Water

The Stourbridge and District Water Board is responsible for the
wWater Supply which was satisfactory both as regerds quality and quantity.
The supply is constant. Several Works and the Corporation Baths purp wator
from their own wells,

Following are the results of the chomdcal cxamination of two
representative samples of the Town's Water Supply, taken in April and
Docomber respectively:

No. 1 No., 2
Physical Characters: Clecar, odourlcss Clear, odourlcss
Doposit, none. Depoait, nono.
Cherigal Examination
(Results in parts per 100,000).
Solids in Suspension (dried at 100 C.) ess None Nonec
Solids in Solution (dried at 100°C) 55 61
Solids in Solution. after ignition 5 48 53
Chlorides calculated as Common Salt ves 97 G dy
Hardness, Pormanent ces i 17 16
H Temporaxry 4l 19 2l
Totnl e Pmw 3}6 il-l-a
Froc and Saline [rmonia ... see 0,002 0. 004
Alburinoid JArmoniea S e iR ek 0,0008
Nitric Nitrogen (Nitrates) S ) 1.1
Witrous Nitrogen (Witrites) «ss None lone
Oxygen absorbed in 4 hours at 279 .+s Nono 0,03
Toxic Motals see .+« None detccted None dotocted
Free Chlorine on rcceipt ... vee h002 0,002

The bacteriological analyses of the samples submitted by this
Department were as follows:
No. of Colonies dewlﬁ:*ﬁ:ﬁ

upon Agar Coli-/wrogones
Date in 2 dsys  in 3 days (Presumptive Cold)
at 37°%C at 22°C. Count

Jannaxry st 2 o =

Februnry Sth 2 i

March Bth - - -

April 25th (R ki =

May 23rd - - =

June 21st

July 26th

September 17th
Iecember 18th

L I |
iira 10
i+ 3

i
0



SECTION C
sonitory Circumstances of the .rea
Jater (cont.,)

Cl. Welchii were absent from all the samples, and Streoptococel were
not det “cted

Samples of unchlorinated water taken by the \ater Board Ehgincer,
wicre satisfactory.

The approx. number of dwelling houses supplied from the Mains direct
to the houscs was 10,185 and by means of stand-pipes 420.

Drainage and Sowerage

The main sewers in the STourbridge arec are under thoe contrel of the
Stourbridge iiain Drainage Board. The sowers in Lye and Wollescote arca arc
under tho control of the Upper Stour Valley Scwerage Board. The scewago
is conveyed to the WhittingBon sowage farms Lelonging to these Boards, and
iz trecatcd on the Broad Irrigation principle.

rublic Clcansing

The Scavenging is carricd out by dircct labour and is dealt with by
controlled tipping, being spread over small arca, covercd and levelled, 4Ab
the end of the yeor therce werc fow . tips in use, viz,, Corporation Depot,
Birminghon Strecty Wollaston Hall Bstate; Brorlcy Street, Lyc, and Hay Green,
Lye. ;
Ashpits arc crpticd as required, and the contents of movable ashbins
collocted weekly. The fow privies are cleared as requircd, tho contents
being buried. Ccaspools arc emptied and the contentis cither tipped down
sowors or spread over farm land.

SECTION D
Housing

Housing work is rcferred to in the rcport of the Sanitary Inspcétnr.
SECTION E

Inspection and Supervision of Food

Inspection was corricd out during the year by the Sanitary Inspector,
Debails will be found in his m;g%
SAGLIoN P

rrevalence of, and control over, Infoctious
ond other Discases

Small Pox
No case wos reported during the year,

Scarlet FPever

Thirty-seven cases, or 1.08 per thousand of the population, were
reported during the year, as comparcd with 128 in the provious yoar,

The incidence was the lowest in the Borough since 1938 and the type
of disenzsc was of e mild noture. There were no deaths.

=G



Poevalence of, and control over, Infectious znd Other Diseases

(conty

DIPHTHERIA
Porty-seven cases of Diphtheria, equivalent to an incidence of 1.38
per thousand of the population, were notified during the year. There were
three deaths (ages 3, 10,and 18), giving a case mortality of 6.38. In each
case of death the patient had not been irmmmnmised,

Of the 47 cases notified, eleven were recorded as having been immumised.
They werc of a mild typa.

Twenty-one of the cascs were of ages 15 yoors to 41 years.

All the patients werc admitted to Hospital. Domiciliary trcatment
for this discase is not encouraged.

Diphtheria Immmisation

The total nunber of children who have now been irmunised is as follows:—+

Ycar Alun Precipitated THrweid Tomaid-/ntitoxin Total
2'Inj. Mixturc
1935 - 3 5
1936 - - -
1937 27 L6 293
1938 201 23 22l
050 61 35 96
1940 = 112 112
1941 65 2 fi ) 1462
1942 17 1806 1823
1943 563 71 634
194 507 - 507
194F 671 i 671
e33e 3493 5825

0f the children irmunised during the yead® 4LBO were of pre-school age.

At the end of the year it was estimated that 46% of children of mre-
school age had been completely immmised, and 74% of those of school age.

NOTE: During the years 1935, 1936 and 1937 some 3009 children were given one
injection of Alum Precipitated Toxoid. Thesc fipgures have now been
omitted from calculations of the number of children in the Borough
completely immmised.

AR




Table showing Incidence
and Severity of Diphtheiia

Year  Total - Deaths Mortality Irmunised Children
Cases Rate Caoses Deaths
1935 110 18 16, 3 3 .
1936 3 5 151 5 B
AT 81 3 ST 6 -
1938 L9 2 4,08 A -
1939 40 7 1725 14 -
1940 T 2 2,81 s, -
1941 87 5 5Tl 8 -
1912 21 - - 2 =
1943 18 1 5¢5 i -
1945 L7 3 6. 38 11 -
Gil B e =
DYSENTERY

There were elecven cases of Dysentery, three being Flexner and
the remainder Somne. I am glad to state that the Flexner cases were extromely
mild, Cae of the '"Flexner' patients was admitted to Hospital and made a rapid
recovery and the other two in the samwe houschold werc discovered as a rosult
of examining thc contacts.

In regard bo the Sonnc cascs the dates of onset were 6th, 10th, 13th
and 18th April, 19th May, 28th Junc and 28th July. Secven of these cases wore
admitted to Hospital and all quickly responded to treatment. The source of
infection was not discovercd.

S I
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TUBZERCULOIS
New Cases and Mortalily during 1945

? | lew Cases Deaths
| go Poriods "L Respiratory I-\Tlmz-ﬂﬂ_spi;'c:tmjr Respiratory Non-Respiratory
i" M, R e Mue R E e T w0 e
| _'D_ .8 W : L= ‘ = - - ! { = i ¥ 7 '
I 1 L] L] L] : 1 : b - ! - — T = i - - i
| r "% - " ] | - 1 2 — 1 1 — T - : 1 ] -
1 5 “n . . 3 l 3 - N 2 ; '5 : =/ %
25 " s . w 1 : 5 - ! i P 2 I -
: 35 an . . 1 ! . — 1 E! 2 i 1 1 - -
J+-5 " . LR} e : 1 | 1 - - 2 ! 1 : - i -
oW I 2 . = = - 2 | 1 1 - H
! i i i
5 a.nrl %uxds BB LI I e - e | !
TUI‘.::L.: I 9 11 - i | 8 {8 P o=
u._ —'—'—'—“"'..":'..bl"_'r'.::_.‘—_".“-‘.:—_'.:... S T ‘_."_“.;'.1.'.)’_‘!?:: ﬂﬁwﬂ —— -

The D&rlth Rate for Respiratory Tubcrculosis was 0.55 per 1000 of population
as compared with 0.49 in the previous year, whilc the Death Rate for ch—Rosglrﬂtury
Tuberculosis was the samc as for 1944, viz: 0.029,

SUIE;;P‘I OP C“_‘Er DI" ”U'mEUIDSIb on

ot b ot el i

mea i Eg— R B a8 il TS NI

I___.WU piratory Non-Respiratory

I l.al:,d 'I'pcn:l'us *-I- Malecs , Females 4
No. of cases on Register 1st | | I
! J'.I‘.I.U‘.".I":f, e ] e sam ?9 '58‘ i ‘18 i 18 !
No, of cascs notificd for the first | |
| time during the year under } .
| the RapilAticns tie . - 9 11 G o~ 1 g
i No. of cascs first hcard of otherrise | I :
{ than by primory notification ] - 1 i - - |
| No. of cascs removed from Register | i |
|

in a previous quarter which hove

: been rostored to Hegistor during l 1
{ i‘rm q'l.l-’lI"tGI' & w 'R ] ! 1 : - ! e —
: !
_ 89 80 18 L
i No. of cascs removed from Register | |
during the yoar ... S ! 15 | 8 2 I -
I : l_ 1 & L |
o, of oascs rogcining on Rogister . : f i i
at thc end of the year ... AR LT VAT 15 46 e

e el e

Public Health Dopartment,
Stourbridgo.
October, 1946.
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THE ANNUDAL REPORT

QF THE
S N AR TN T NS PEGT OR

FOR THE YEAR 1945,

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Stourbridge Borough Council.

Mr, Liayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you a Report on the work of
your Sanitary Inspector's Department for the year 1945.

I recommenced my duties as your Chief Sanitary Inspector on
23rd July, 1945, on release from H.M.Forces. Mr. J. S. Haworth, who
had held the post of Temporary Sanitary Inspector during my absenoce,
had resigned a weck previously.

The work of thc Department has procceded satisfactorily throughe-
out the year but the continued absence of the two Additional Sanitary
Inspectors on war Service, and the lack of any temporary assistance, has
roestricted the inspectorial work. The permanent clerieal staff, too, had
not returned from war Service at the end of the year,

The position relative to Housing is exiremely difficult. Apart
altogether from the inability to securc the demolition of the unfit house
the problcm of repair of the housc capablc of repair is far from satis-
factory. The restrictions of materials and labour hawve rendered it
difficult to sccurc cxtensive repairs and onc can not but wonder whoether
the problem of the presently unfit house - the house now capable of repair
but which, if not rcpaired soon, vill in two or threc ycars be incapable
of ropair at a rcasonable cost - is not being rclegated too far into the
background.

The orgenisation of a campaign for the destruction of rats, a new
venture, was cxtremely successful and fully Jjustificd the time given to
its execution.

The Winter Closing Hours for Shops were fixcd at 7.0 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays and 6.0 p.m. on any other. weck day cxcopt the weekly
half-holiday (subject to the customary cxceptions).

In the interests of cconomy this Report is again presented in a
reduced form.

e



COMPLAINTS,

A total of 152 complaints werc rcceived during the year 1945.
These related prineipally to housing defeets and to vermin (including Rats
and lfice) infcstations.

SANITARY I‘rSPLGTICEa OF THE AXEA.

The following data is given din accordance with ﬂrt;cle 27 [15}
of the Sanitary Officcrs' (Outside London) Regulations, 1955*

The numbcrs and naturce of Inspcctions made &urlnd the ycar:-

Inspcotions of houscs by ' ; 357
Inspections undcr Housing Regulations 102
Ro-inspections under Housing Rogulations : 189
Visits rc Notifiablc Discases 5 : 407
Vizits rc Tubcreculosis - F LO
Ae-inspections and rovisits ", L15
Slaughtcr of pigs on privatc preomiscs 310
Dairics and.Cowsheds s : 31
FPactorics ' ' b
Balkohouscs A R I
Food Stores and Food Preoparation promiscs 25
bhﬂ‘lﬁq e 51
Shops ( re unfif food) o 172
Vermin Infestation (oxecluding Rats and Micﬂ) g2
Rats and Micc Infestations A 189
Water Supplics S 63
Tents, Vans, Sheds cte . ]
Refuse Tips . 22 .
Common Lodging Houscs ¥ 20
Pipg stics 2eh : 27

lNo. of Noticcs scrvod during the Yoar:-
Proliminary Notices served or given verbally 257
(Thesc, in general, took the form of lcttors
giving particulars of dofocts and suggestions
as to the rcpairs or other action nccessary)

Statutcry'ﬂoticéa'scrveﬂ T At . 89

-.‘16-'



STATUTORY NOQTICES,

The Statutory Noticcs served were as followss-

No. of Ng. of

Notices Houses or

Fremises

affected

Public Health hct, 1936:

Defective drainage (Sce. 39) .. 1 5
Defective w.c.2 (Sec. 45) i 7 12
Provision of Dustbins (Sec. 75) 13 13
Removal of Noxious Matter (Sec. 79) 1 1
Verminous premises (Sec. 83) .. 1 1
Abatement of Nuisances (Sce. 93) 9 9

Houging Act, 1936: :
Repairs (Sec. 9) i 3
Demolition Orders (Sece 11) .
Closing Order (Sec. 12) “n
Requisition for information (Sec 168)
Notices to Quit (Sec. 155) s

(ERP TR e
o= o f

Factorics Act, 193T:
Defective sanitary convenienccs (Sec. 7) 2 2

Rent otc Restrictions Act, 1933:
Certificates 9 9

Result of the Service of Notices:-
Preliminary Notices complicd with . 136

Statutory Notices complied with .o 52

= -



HOUSING
1. Inspcction of Dwelling-houses during the year:-

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Hoalth or Housing
...'-"LG‘L'.E) - W - - B L 357

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 37
(ii) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included wmder sub-

head (i) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated Regulatdons

1925 and 1932 vee .os cos 86
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 102
(iii) Number of dwelling-houses found to bc in a state so
dangerous or injurtous to health as to be unfit
for humen habitation e sor 73
(iv) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those

referred to under the pr-c.ding sub-hcad) found
not to be in all respects reasonably fit for human
habitation s “ee sen 68

2. Rem:dy of Defects during the year without Service of formal
Notices:=
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendercd fit
in consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their officers eso 15
3, Action under Statutory Powers ﬂtﬁ*ing the year:-
() Proccedings under Sections 9, 10 and 46 of tre Housing Act, 1936:

(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which 3,
Notices were served requiring repairs ...

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices:

(ﬂ.j Bj" vWmers «ee anw R | ?

(b) By Local Authority in default of owmers -



3. (B) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

(1) Number of dwelling-houscs in respect of which Notices
were served roquiring defects to be remedied 26

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after scervice of formal notices:-

(a) By owmers s S 12
(b) By Local Authority in default of owners -
(C) Procecdings under Scctions 14 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936:-

(i) Number of dwelling-houses in rospect of which
Demolition Orders woro made cee 2

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance
of Dcemolition Orders e 9

(D) Proccedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936:-

(1) Numbcr of scparatc tonements or undorground rooms
in respoct of which Closing Orders werc madc 1

(ii) Number of scparatc tenements or underground rooms
in respeet of which Closing Orders vicre determined,
the tenement or room having been rondered fit -

4. Housing Aot, 1936 - Overcrowding:

It is not possible to supply any accuratc figures in reclation
to overcrowding. The influx of families during the war,
and the commencement of the return of demobiliscd mombors
of the armed Forces, combined with the shortage of housecs,
render a further complete survey necessary.

423 houses were inspected for housing defects, 86 of which were
recorded under the Housing Conaolidated Regulaticns. 68 were found not
to be in all respects reasonably fit, and 73 unfit, for human habitation;
tho latter have been rccorded for action as and when circumstances
permit.

Fiftocn houscs werc rondored fit after informal action, 7 after
formal action under the Housing Act and 12 aftor formal action under the
Public Health Act.

- 19 -



Domplition Orders:

It was nccessary in April, 1945, to make Domolition Orders for
breach of Undertaking in respeet of Nos. 39 and 40, Crabbe Strect,
Wollescotc. Demolition Orders had bocen made inditially in June, 19443
the owmner appealed to the County Cowrt and Undertakings to conwvert the
two houses into onc and carry out work necessary to render the prendascs
fit for human habitation within a period of six months, weore acccpted.

On a furthcr appeal, in July, 1945, the County Court Judge,
with consent of both partics, accepted an Undertaking to convert and
repair within a period of nine months and the work was in progress at
the ond of the year.

Ninc houscs subjcct to Domolition Orders were demolished during
the yoar.

Clesing Orders:

Onc part of 2 building - ccriain rooms occupicd by the carctaker
at No. 88 High Stroct, Stourbridge - was closcd during the year.

Undertakings:

Conscquent on the scervice of formal notices under Section 11 of
the Housing Act, 1936, your Public Health Committec accepted, on 12th
February, 1945, an Undertalking to carry out speeificd works at Nos. { and
2, Stocking Street, Wollcscote. The work was almost completed at the
end of tho yoar.

The work ecarriod out wos oxtensive and ineluded the domolition

of an extermnal washhousc usecd in common and the creetion of a separate
scullery and water closgt at cach houso.

Repaira:
Notices under Scetion 9 of thc Housing Act, 1936, requiring
cxtensive repairs, were scrved in respect of 34 dwelling-houses. Sewvon

had becn complied with by the cnd of the ycar,

As in previous yoars, plans and specifications hawve becn supplied
to owners for repairs and improvencnts to cxisting properties.

Verminous Prerdscs:

92 visits werc made in conncetion with vermin inflestation.
(excluding rats and nicc). In onc instance only, formal action under the
Publio Health Aet was nocessary to scoure offective disinfestation.



TENTS, VANS AND SHEDS

There arc no licenscd camping grounds within the Borough.

On tWwo occasions caravans wore found on land not liccnsed to be
uscd for moveable dwellings. Removel was scoured as a result of informal
action.

A third case, that of a widow and three sons living in a tent,

aftor ejectment on a Court order, came to the notice of the Department,
The family wes c¢ventually accormodated in requisitioned property.

FOOD J/ND IRUGS ACT, 1938

Promises uscd for:-

(a) Sale and/or Manufacturc of Icc Cream.

Two new premises were registoered for the sale and manufacture of
Ice Crcam. At the end of 1945 the number of promises registered in the
Borough was 19; 1 for nanufacturc only, 7 for salec only, and 11 for the
manufacture and sale of Ice Croam.

(b) Preparation of Prescrved Foods.

There arc 10 premiscs registored for the preparation or manufacture
of Preserved Food, principally sausoges.

No new registrations wore cffocted during the ycar - visits have
shown the promises to be in general in a satisfactory condition.

(¢) Fish Frying.

With two premises newly registered during 1945, therc were 18
promises registered for Fish Frying at the cnd of the yoar.

One application for registration was rcjccted on the grounda of
the insanitary and gonerally wsuitable state of the prerdises and the
absence of suitable cooking and clcanaing srrangorenta.

Minor repairs were carricd out at threc of these premiscs during
the yoar. :



ADULTERATION.

Twenty-threc samples were submitted for analysis, as follows:-

Description of Article Formal Informal
Milk 5 S
Pineapple flavoured beverage 1 L
Jelly 2 "
Mixed Pudding spice 1 -
Patent Medicine 2 e
Drange Squash - 2
Cream Fritter powder - 1

11 12

One informel sample of Orange Squash was reported as being 4LN%
deficient, with but one-and-a-half gallon of fruit juice per ten gallons.
Suitable action was taken and thoe second sample was genuine.

All other samples werc genuine,
In addition, one sample of bun flour and one of scone mixture were

submitted for bacteriological oxamination. These wore reported as unfit
for food and the stocks at the shop concerned were condemned and surrendercd.

MIIK SUPPLIES

Therc are twelve produccrs of milk within the Borough, with a total
of approximately 240 cows.

The total number of rctailers supplying milk (including shop keepers
selling Steriliscd milk in bottlc only) is 139.

Fourty-four retailers are registercd as dairymen.

Thirty-onc visits werc madc to cowshcds and dairics which, in spitec
of labour difficultica, were maintained in o satisfactory condition.

A number of dirt scdimentation tosts were made, with satisfaotory
rosults. -

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF MILK

Three samples werce submitted for bacteriological cxamination = one
of fresh milk and two of heat-treaved milk.

MILK (SPECIAL IESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS.

Toen Licences wore issucd during the yoar, as follows:

Doalers' Bottling Licences: Tubcreulin Tested 2
Supplementary Licences: Tuberculin Tested g
Pasteurised . K



MEAT AND OTHER FOODS INSPECTION

There is no Government Centralised Slaughterhouse in the Borough.
The number of pigs slaughtorcd on private promises totalled 284, of which
276 werc inspected, Seven hcads, 1 loin and 1 fry, a total weight of 1131b.,
werc found to bc affccted with Tubcrculosis and condemned and destroyed.

In addition, 172 visits werc paid %o shops, cto., for the inspection
of food stuffs and the following was condermecd as unfit for human consumption
and surrendered: -

ton | cwt. qtr. 1b,
Fish 1 1 C
Buttor, margarine and chcosc 1 1 1
Flour and cercals L RE L 16
Biscuits end Coke mixture A5 1L
Fruit 2 1 21
Bacon 1 18
Sauzagoe 2 22
Eggs and Iried =Zgg 1 14
Miscellaneous items 1 2
Canned foods:
Canncd Meat 4 3 i
Canned Vegetablecs 1 8, 21
Canned Fruit 7
Carmed Soups 1 kL
Canned Fish 1 o i
Canncd Jam 10
Carmed Milk 3 20
19 ] 15
Pork (from private slaughters) | 1 | e 1.
Total Weight 1 0 0 ] 14 |

The Department has continucd to co-operate with the Ministry of
Food in ensuring the diversion through appropriate chamnels of items of
unfit food with salwage wvaluc.

SLAUGHTER OF ANTMAIS ACT

Twenty-five licencca to slaughter, under the Slaughter of Animals
Aot, 1933, werc rcnewed during the year.
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dATER  SUFPLIES

Twenty-five samples of the Town's water supply wiore submitted for
choemical and bactcriological cxamination during the yoar; all wereo
satisfactory.

Scven samples of water from wells at two cottages on the Borough
boundary were cxamined during the year. The results of the bacteriologicel
cxaminations werc as follows:-

Colonics developing upen agar | Coli-acrogones Stropt-
In 2 days In 3 days (presumptive coli) | ococeci
Dato at 37°C at 229C totel \ facoal
count coli
1 January LGO 1,000 a0 25 FPresent
23 February 20 320 1 z Absont
8 August 70 800 180+ 3} Absent
17 September 240 2,500 180+ 7 Absent
7 November 180 1, TOBE 180+ 50 Jibsont
18 December 800 5,400 180+ 14 Absent
19 Dececmber 320 2,700 180+ 10 Absont

With thce exceoption of the sccond sample cach was heavily polluted
and quitc unfit for drinking, The =zccond sample whilst fit for drinking,
was toien before the effcets of a shock dose of chlorine had passed off,
The tcnants have, of course, beon advisced rcpcatedly that water must bo
boiled before usg.

Initially, tests of tho drains rovealed pollution into the weolls,
but rcpair of the drainage systems failed to stop the pollution.

The cottages concerned arc some considerable distance from the
nearest Town supply main and, additionally, arc somo 26 foot above the level
of the nearcst reservoir, thcreby precluding wator boing taken to the
propertics by gruvltatlon.

The Public Health Committce has becn in consultation with the
Stourbridge and District Watcr Board on the mattor and carly in 1946 Joint
proposals were submitted to the County Council.



FACTORIES ACT 1937.

There were 178 Factorics on the rogistor at tne cnd of the year.

The following complaints wore rccoived from H, M. Inspector of
Factorics during the yoar:-

%1; Defeetive and dirty sanitary convenicneos

2) Insufficient screening of sanitary convenicnces

(3) Defective automatic flushing apparatuo.

L) Insufficient sanitary conveniencecs

5) No artificial lighting in sanitary convenicnce

6) Dirty sanitary convenicnces

(7) Insufficient sanitary convenicnces

EE Dirty sanitary convenicneccs

9) Ne intervening wventilated spacc botwoen workroom and
sanitary convceniocncc

10) Unsuitable sanitery accommodation

11) Dirty sanitary convenicnee

12) Dirty sanitary convenioneccs.

13) Limewashing required

(1# Doflective flushing to convenicneces

In two instances statutory notices under Scetion 7 of the Factories
Act, 1937, wore scrved requiring the provision of additional sanitary
convenicnecs,

The occupier of onc of the factories concerned provided a chemical
closet; at the other factory an additional water closot was eorectad.

Four other additional water closots were provided after informal
action.

At the ond of the ycar the work in connection with two of the
corplaints was in hand; all others had beon satisfactorily romcdicd.

OUTWORKERS

Sixtecn lists were roceived containing the names of 47 outworkors,
32 of whom resided outside the Borough.

The promises of owtworkers resident in the Borough arc satisfactory.
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RATS /ND MICE (DESTRUCTION)

Working in close conjunction with the Ministry of Food (Infostation
Division), Rodent Coutrol was exercised very satisfactorily throughout the

year,

In April and May a full trcatment of sowers, including baiting of
cach manhole, was carried out and was very successful.

A successful campaign on the River Stour, which forms the northorn
boundary of the Boroush, was carried out with the co-operation of the
Brierley Hill and Amblecote U,D.C, 's and the Groat Western Railway Company,
Ltd., for which a waiver of charge was allowed by the Ministry of Food.

The stretch of river, approximately four-and-a-half miles in length,
has on its banks throc refuse tips, two railway goods' yards, and soveral
factories, including a skin factory.

Open and hole baiting was carried out in scctions and the 'takos!
were exceptionally good, particularly in those sections near the factorics
and tips. It is estimeted that at least 3,500 rats were killed on the
river banks alone.

Elscwhere in the Borough systcmatic block contrel has boen
practiscd and individuval houses, factories, piggeries, fowl pens, etc., have
been clocared.

REFUSE T

Onc privatoly-owned refusc tip used for the disposal of furnaco
clinker and ashes harboured a large infestation of crickets. The tip , too,
was on fire,

The application of a proyrietary tip dressing considerably reduccd
the infostation and steops werce also taken to sccurc daily covering of the
faco.

Apart from some rat infestation the Corporation tips hﬂfﬂ bceen
satisfactorily and scicntifically maintained.

EEERQLEUM LTS,
Sixty-six licences were issued during the ycar - 56 to store

Petroleum Spirit only, 7 to storc Petroleum Spirit and Carbidec of Caleium,
and 3 to store Carbide of Calcium only.

The liccncos covered the storage of 68,040 gallons of Potroloun
Spirit and 7,895 lb. of Carbidec of Calcium.

The sum of £43. 10. Od. was reccived as foos for those lieconoos,

-



TUBHROULOSIS AFTER-CARE COLGITTEE

The Tuberculosis After-Care Committee (of which I am Hen,
Secretary), formed at the end of 1937, continues to do excellent work,

The object of an After-Carc Committee is the supervision of
patients after their discharge from sanatoria, these dutics including
the consideration of applications for food allovances, and for mervices
of nurses, the supply of shelters, bedsteads and bed clothing and the
re=housing of tubercular patients.

Four families were re-housed by the Housing Committee following

representations from the After-Care Committec for priority consideration.

I am,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlomen,
Your obedient Scrvant,
A, E. K, KENT
Sanitary Inspector.

October 1946.
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