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regularly flushed, which became a necessity owing to the dry
weather all through the Summer, Autumn, and Winter. The
sewers in the streets which have subsided at Haverton Hill have
had to be turned the opposite way and is now pumped out of a
tank. This is the only way to deal with the sewage until the
subsidence stops.

The scavenging in all the district is done by Contractors and
the work has been satisfactorily done. There were some complaints
as to irregularity, but most of them are found on enquiry to be due
to the fault of the occupier not giving the facilities for the cleansing.

The whole of the area supplied by the Water Board has had
a good supply of pure water, except Wolviston, where the supply is
intermittent. This is due 1o the want of proper service which I
hope will be remedied by the Water Board. It is absolutely
necessary that this should be done as a part of the village, which
was supplied by a pump in the main street, is now dependent upon
the public supply, the pump having been removed. The pumps
in the different villages met the demand with a good supply of water.

There is no lodging-houses in the district.

The slaughter-houses have been visited and found to be
clean and sweet,

The dairies have been visited and are satisfactory.

The only two bake-houses have been visited. They employ
one hand each. They are clean, airy, and healthy.

There is only one workshop, a shoemaker’s, which employs
one hand and a boy. It is satisfactory.

The horse slaughter-house at Two Mile Houses has been
regularly visited and found satisfactory.

Nuisances have been remedied either by their being pointed
out to the owners or by notice served by the Authority. In no case
was legal action necessary.
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Every case of infectious disease has been visited, and where
advisable, possible and with consent of the parents, removed to the
Hospital. The accommodation at the Hospilal bas not been
sufficient to take the cases. It is quite impossible to have Hospital
accommodation to meet the epidemics which have visited the
district, and I may say that the Stockton Corporation have loyally
given us a fair share of the available beds although their district
was suffering from the epidemic as much as ours. The
Corporation has doubled the number of beds for Scarlet Fever and
the increase has been of great service during the outbreak. The
Diphtheria has absorbed the Tvphoid beds and I am glad to say
we have not needed any case of Enteric removed,

The County Council allows Bacteriological examinations for
Diphtheria, Typhoid, and Tubercle. A large number of specimens
have been examined. During the epidemic of Diphtheria the
swabs of many cases with membrane were reported as negative,
that is, not showing the true Diphtheria Bacillus. I have no doubt
that in many cases the Hoffman Bacillus was present. If possible
it would be better that the examination should include both forms.

The estimated population of the district is 17446. The
Census population in 19or was 14841. Since 1894 the population
has increased 5000.

SmarLrox.—An outbreak of Smallpox was detected at the
Longnewton Huts, 7 cases were found. The first case was in a
man who bad been on tramp, and at the stage of infection, was
passing through an infected area in Yorkshire. The earlier cases
were not brought under my notice owing, undoubtedly, to the
mildness of the attack only a few spots occurring. 1 had them all
isolated in the Hospital and got the disease stamped out. Another
case occurred at Billingham. This man on the day for infection,
was travelling to York by train and itis probable that he contracted
the disease then as no source of infection was known in this district
at the time. He also was immediately removed to Hospital.
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MeasLes.—Two fatal epidemics occurred in the district one
at Stillington in the Spring, and another at Haverton Hill in the
Autumn. In both outbreaks the cases were of a severe type being
complicated with Broncho Pneumonia. The total number ot deaths
from this disease was 13.

ScARLET FEvErR.—This disease was with us all last year,
every now and then in different places becoming epidemic. In
most of the instances when a number of cases were reported I
found the infection to have come from the Schools. The total
number of cases reported was g8 ; Norton being the place where
most of them were notified. 36 of the cases were treated in Hospital.
Whenever I had a suspicion that the 3chools were the source of
infection 1 had them thorougly disinfected,

Whoorine CoucH.—Caused 6 deaths in the spring. It was
prevalent all over the western area of the district especially at
Stillington.

Dipr1HERIA.—This disease has been with us all the year but in
the Summer and Autumn was worst. The cases have been mostly
cummunicated by infection and verv often I have traced the cases
from contact at Schools. In two instances several cases were
reported and, on inquiry, I found that cases had been sitting close
iugeth&r in class, and a case near them infectious. In one instance
the boy communicating the mischief had nothing but a little running
from his nose but a swab taken from it gave cultivation of the
Diphtheria Bacillus. I had an opinion that I was not keeping the
cases isolated long enough and subsequently I had examinations
made from the throats of infected cases weekly and I found that
active cultivations were produced to seven weeks, and in one case
until g weeks. 47 cases were notified of which 33 were in Norton.
The number of deaths from Diphtheria all over the district was ¢.

ExteEric Fever.—The total number of cases notified was ¢
resulting in 2 deaths. The cases were all spasmodic and no
sanitary defects were in their surroundings.
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BILLINGHAM.

Census population 3651 Estimated population 4381 Births
150 birth rate 34.2, Deaths 67 death rate 15.2.

There is a considerable increase of the population in this
parish, 53 new houses having been certified and occupied during
the year. These are principally in Billingham Village. The
works of Messrs. Hemingway having been closed and the salt
industry seriously depressed have affected the employment of the
people, but Messrs. Casebourne and Co. have erected large cement
works on the foreshore between Billingham and Haverton Hill.

The sewers in the parish have acted well and heen
frequently flushed, except in the streets before mentioned which
are subsiding at Haverton Hill, where temporary arrangements
have been made for pumping the sewage into the main sewer. The
scavenging has been well done by contract and the lighting by gas
at Billingham and oil lamps at Haverton Hill fairly satisfactory.

COWPEN BEWLEY.

‘ Census population 1121 Estimated population 1121 Births
40 Birth rate 35.6 : Deaths 20 Death rate 17.8

There is no building of new houses in this parish and no
increase in the resident population, but the works have enormously
increased, Messrs. Bell Bros. have been spending a vast amount
of money in the development of their works erecting rolling mills
coke works &c. consequently the working population is increased.
In such works fatal accidents unfortunately frequently occur and
these come into our death rate, although many of these are not in
residence in the district.

The sewers both at Port Clarence and Cowpen Bewley have
acted well and the scavenging is well done and the water supply
has been good. Cowpen Bewley derives its water supply from
pumps. These have been sufficient.












ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY of DURHAM.

Chief Vital Statistics for 1904,

and their comparison with 1903, and the average of the
ten years 1894-1Q03.

Estimated population (19o4) ..« 801,100
”» " (1903) 790,770
el el
1904 1903 1894-1903
Birth-rate ... Unel 2RO 35'8 354
Death-rate.., S e 17°7 180
Zymotic death-rate ... e sy 2'01 2°20
Infant Mortality-rate (per 1,000 births) ... 162 161 164
Small-pox ... e 0'03 o'00h
Scarlet Fever R o i 0'25 0'19
Diphtheria and Membranous Croup ... ©°29 029 017
“ Fever "' (Enteric and continued) i o o'12 0'24
Measles ... g OEE 0'32 0'43
Whooping Cough ... i O 024 0'35
Diarrheea ... T L L 073 078
Enteritis, &c. L. o038 0’38 062
Phthisis ... L L o) 1'0Q 118
Other tubercular diseases e O3 0'93 0'go
Respiratory diseases... e 2903 3'02 g

T, EUSTACE HILL,
1oth January, 190s. County Medical Officer of Health.
























