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Year 1902,

EXTRACT FROM THE ORDER O¥ THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT

BOARD, 23rp MARCH, 1891.

Rerativg to THE Duries o Mepicar, OFricers oF Hearra.

(14) He shall also make an annual report to the Sanitary Authority, up
to the end of December in each year, comprising a summary of the aetion
taken, or which he has advised the Sanitary Authority to take, during the
year for preventing the spread of disease, and an account of the sanitary
state of his district generally at the end of the year. The report shall also
contain an account of the inquiries which he has made as to conditions in-
jurious to health existing in the district, aad of the proceedings in which he
has taken part or advised under any statute, so far as such proceedings relate
to those conditions ; and alss> an account of the supervision exercised by
him, or on his advice, for sanitary purposes over places and houses that the
Sanitary Authority have power to regulate, with the nature and results of
any proceedings, which may have been so required and taken in respect of
the same during the year., The report shall also record the action taken by
him, or on his advice, during the year, in regard to oftensive trades, to
dairies, cow-sheds, and milk shops, and to factories and workshops. The
report shall also contain tabular statements (on forms to be supplied by us,
or to the like eftect), of the sickness and mortality within the distriet,
classified acecording to diseases, ages, and localities.

Provided that, if the Medical Officer of Health shall cease to hold office,
before the thirty-first day of December, in any year, he shall make the like
report for so much of the year as shall have expired when he ceases to hold

office.
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SANITARY COMMITTEE, 1902,

Chairman—Councinror Tromas Erias.

Vice-Chatrman—CouneiLLor James Lomas.

Tue Mavor

[CGUEG[LU}R A, Jumzsﬂu).

Arpermex J. G. Jouxsox axp RB. Beprerwn: Covscinrors T. Arnncock,
Barverr, Brevsrorp, Broapnurst, Hearey, R. Jonxson, Porrer,

R. H. Rocers, Sumeern, Srorr, WrarLey, axo W. Woon.

Monday-Fixed Meetings.
January 6 | March 17 June 23 | SBeptember 1

& 20 April 14 July 7 5 15
February 8 o4 25 o 21 5 29
- 17 May 12 August 4 October 13
March 3 June 9 = 15 i 97

November 24, December 8 and 22.

AT 4 OCLOCK P.M.

HOSPITAL SUB-COMMITTEE.

Chatrman—Covxomnror BEriis.

Arpervey J. G. Jounsox axp R. Reprerx; Couvxemnors T. Aricocs,
Bagxerr, James Lomas, Porrer, R. H. Rocers, SueerH,

WaaLrey, axo W. Woon.

Meetings—2-30 p.m., Fourth Monday in each Month.
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SANITARY STAFF.

Baad ngperhor <o o0 e i e i tes W, BuTiER ¥
Factory and Workshop Inspector ... ... ... C. R. BiLuxenau.
Drainage and Plumbing [nspector ... ... ... J. Asnron.*

Female Sanitary Inspeetor ... ... ... ... Miss B. M. Hrircamovrn.*

Assistant Female Sanitary Inspector ... ... Mrs. M. E. Forsrer*

DISTRICT 1NSPECTORS.

R. G. Cunp.*
W. Erciernns.®
E. Kixer * followed by G. Prrmcrox,*

F. H. WiLriaus *

|

Ambulanee Attendant... ... ... e ser see oeee ene & Wems.
EHHTIOBIOr i Ie eas  sim s e Ciae wae oenee Jo Bikrnan
CLEREKS.

H. Bamwzy.

G. W. Yares.

* Those marked with an asterisk have obtained the Certificate of the

Sanitary Institute.
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Introduction.

To the Worshipful the Mayor and the Aldermen and Councillors

of the County Borough of Stockport.

Mg. Mavor axp GENTLEMEN,—

I have the honour to submit herewith my Third Annual Report on the
health of the district gorerned by you, and in so doing I beg to eall to your
nctice a few of the main features of Lthe Report, statistical and otherwise.

It is with pleasure that I draw your attention to a further reduetion in the
general death-rate, which is 19-40, as against 19-63 for the previous year.
Indeed going baek through the history of Stockport for the past 20 years the
death-rate of 1902 has only been bettered on one single oceasion, viz., in
1894, when it stood at 19-C0.

The birth-rate shows a slight but almost inappreciable decrease.

Coming to the other principal statistics one finds that the zymotic
mortality is considerably reduced as compared with the previous yaar, or
indeed any of the past six years, whilst the infant mortality is lower than
it has ever been, and better still it exhibits a steady and gradual fall
extending over some 12 years.

During the year a large number of infectious disease notifications have
been received, and amongst these are to be included no less than 509 cases
of scarlet fever. None of the other notifiable diseases have been particularly
in evidence. This persistent prevalence of searlet fever has demonstrated
the urgent need for an extension of the accommodation provided in your
Dialstone Lane Hospital. The number of eases of searlet fever which have
had to be isolated, albeit they were most earefully selected, has been such a
large one that not since the commeneement of the year bave we been able to
isolate any cases of typhoid fever. The matter, however, is one which your
Sanitary Committee is fully alive to, and steps are being taken to push on
with all speed a substantial extension of your hospital accommodation.
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The routine work of the Department 1s briefly recorded in the report, and
I am pleased to be able to lay such a good statement before your Council.

The Sanitary and Hospital staffs have done their work in a loyal and
thorough manner.

The Chairman of your Sanitary Committee (Councillor T. Ellis) has
exhibited a keen and sustained personal interest in the work of the Depart-
ment, and [ am indebted to him, and indeed to the whole of the members of
the Sanitary Committee, for the eourteous consideration they have invariably
given to any of my reports or recommendations. I desire also to record my
gratitude to the medical profession in the town for opinions and for sugges-
tions frequently of a most helpful nature, and 1 also owe a debt of thanks to
my many brother officials for co-operation and assistance given at all times
with the greatest readiness and courtesy.

Dr. Parkes wrote many years ago, “ Hygiene is the art of preserving
health ; it signifies perfect culture of mind and body, and aims at
rendering growth more perfect, life more vigorous, and death more
remote.” The very fact of having such objects in view renders sanitary
adminstrative work one full of the highest hopes and ambitions which can
possibly fall to the lot of man, and though many long years have frequently
to be waited before one can see any good results of work done there is
nothing more certain than the fact that good sanitation will ultimately
achieve what Dr. Parkes has claimed for it.

Your Sanitary Committee is to be congratuated on the fact that the results
of past years’ work are even now becoming apparent in a lower death-rate
and a lesser prevalence of infectious disease.

I am, My. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your cbedient servant,
MEREDITH YOUNG,
Medieal Officer of Health.

Public Heath Office,
Stockport, July 15th, 1903,
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF STOCKPORT,

1902,

BTATISTICAL MEMORANDA.

Estimated Population, Mid-Year, 1go2 ... ... 04,422
ATes N RETe8 i o e ih e e e AN
Birth Rate per 3,000, ... .. 5o i e Lo Somibg
Getieral Death Rate per 100 ... ... .. .. QA0

Deaths of Infants under One year per 1,000

Barthe .. .. o i S ek e 183

Death Rate from Seven Principal Zymotic

ENSEASES “lc:  apls sps aos MRS LT SO 1-gb

Death Rate from Phthisis (Pulmonary Con-

SERPHO . nns i A e i 1'62

Death Rate from all other Tubercular Diseases. 0'46
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Topography.

HE iivers Goyt and Tame unite at Tiviot Dale to form the river
Mersey, and the Borough is situated on both the Lancashire
and Cheshire sides of this river,

Georoagy.— The solid rocks of the distriet are Permian Sandstone, Permian
Marl, and Pebble Beds, with Coal Measures underlying glacial drift.  The
Heaton Norris portion of the Borough largely consists of sand and gravel over-
lying boulder elay, with pebble beds of the new red saundstone subjacent.
Portwood, between the rivers Tame and Goyt, consists of a considerakle
depth of alluvium overlying the solid Permian Sandstone. The remainder of
the district may perhaps be rvoughly divided into two halves by a line
passing from the junection of Lancashire Hill and Sandy Lane to the junction
of Cherry Tree Lane and Wellington Road South. ‘lhe portion cf the
Borough lying to the east of this line has for solid rock mainly Permian
Sandstone, whilst that lying to the west of it has Trias Sandstone for
foundation. Forming as it were the boundary line between these two
geological formations is a layer of Permian Marl, which extends in a strip on
an average 1-6th of a mile in width between the two points named. Other
strips of the same formation, though of slightly less width, run parallel with
the above through various portions of the Borough (See Annual Report for
1900, page 7).

Area, Population, Inhabited Houses, &c.

The area of the Borough is 5,485 acres. Prior to extension the area was
only 2,200 acres.

‘Ihe population esiimated at the census of 1901 was 92,832 persons, of
which 43,268 were males, and 49,564 females.

The number of inhabited houses in the Borough at the census of 1901 was
21,063, there being at the same time 93 houses in course of construetion, and
1,952 uninhabited.

The population at the various census enumerations from 1831 onwards is
given in the following table :—

_ ' Population. I[
| Inhabited Total | Total | ‘Tncrmse Decrease
Year. = Houses. Population. Increase Total | per cent. per cent.
| during | Decrease.
Decennium
1831 | 43,000 |
1541 8,814 | 50,495 7.495 | 17.43
1851 10,968 | 53,835 3,340 | | 6.61
1861 11,298 04,682 847 [ Ly A
1871 53,001 1,681 | 3.07
1881 13,007 59,558 | 6,552 | 12.36
1891 | 15,578 70,263 10,710 | 17.93 |
1901 | 17982 | 78,897 gggd |- | mas

(Old Borough.)




12 Year 1902,

Sex and Age Distribution of Population.

The summary of the census results published on the 10th of August, 1902,
whilst it gives the census population of the old Borough at various age
periods, fails to give the figures for the extended Borough. The Annual
Report for the year 1901, pp. 13 to 13, gives the figures for the old Borough.

The eensus return issued in 1902 gives the total number of tenements in
the County Borough of Stockport as 15,090, the tenements of less than five
rooms numbering 10,902, Of the tenements containing less than five rooms

75 contain one room only,
1,619 ,, two rooms ,,
481 three ,, ,,
2 R i o ]

The one-roomed tenements are occupied as follows (—

By ONE PEra0ll i s vassna e animsinds B
DY W0 PETEONE .oivissurssisssnsnvanssshsnnss 29
By three persons.......... e e 6
By fony DETEonE ju.esisvsessivrasssnnnrnpias 4

The tenements containing two rooms are occupied as follows :—

Iy One PEYEDIN - oiea e supanisumunnasnasion 342
By WO POYRDDE  .oivnesnbimsiosiniinsssnss 496
By three persons ......cceiseessssasnsns aon 481
Iy IonD PELAONG, - i e s s 243
By Live POIBODR. ... it smssssimenne 117
| Edog ot g o, sy - (Rt MRS S R ) 50
BY 80VOD PErSONE ..c.ccurivimaininmnssisoss 28
By cight Persols G, .. iioiiisn s vinens - T
By nine POrsONB ki e s 4
By ten persons .....ceeaven - s hwaa e n ks 1

The tenements containing three rooms are occupied as follows :—

By O PRTRON - e e e b tiebi i ras s Dol
By T POYRORA.. iv-i v iurioimsiiniconnss 106
By three persons . .....cocecoriosasasnse 93
By fonr PEraona. i onismintesssnkss 63
By Bya POrBOREl  iciiiii i resdise 47
B 2% POFBORE . oo i ansii s iribiies okl
By seven Persons .......ccicaccescsenssssans 24
By elght Pereonin . .. e v 14
By DING PETBONE icvesusivserssinatnsasssngs a

By ton PerSons ..i.cciiiseiieesassisiis 1
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The tenements containing four rooms are oceupied as follows :—

By one person ......... FEr N RCA A 315
BY 1WO DOrBONE....0x sassasrsmrpsrsorassbsas 1,621
By thros POraons .v.ereesssesrigrnesasenssis 1,903
By four persons......cceeeernranncaissninans 1,584
By five peraong......ccosvenisrsnee coiius - 1,264
By six persons ...... S R 957
By saven persons ... ..ce.ees sesessresins 470
By eight persons .......ceeciveeccesanan 315
By nine Persong . ....c.ieeersss as ity 142
By ten persons ........ceceeceseionas e 0D
By aloVen POFBONBE  sosesnnisssnsansissasnns 17
By twelve or more persons .............. 11

These figures demonstrate conclusively that there is a fair amount of over-
erowding of these small dwellings.

Confusion sometimes arises as to the precise difference between a house
and a tenement, and I therefore give here the census definition of the two
classes of building :(—

“ House "—All the space within the external and party walls of a
building is to be considered a separate house by however many
families living in distinct temements or apariments it may be
occupied,

“ Tenement "'—By a tenement 15 to be wnderstood any house or part of
a house separately occupied either by the owner or by the tenant.

The following information taken from the Housing Handook by Councillor
W. Thompson, Richirond (Surrey), has an important bearing on the housing
of the working classes. It is stated to have been obtained by enquiries
directed to *‘active and experienced housing reformers.” '

Numeer ofF Rooms axp WeekrLy REexT.

Foovesl alasm.. . it vt 2 for 2s.

Unskilled labourers ............coocvvvieennnns 4 for 2s. 6d. to 3s. Gd.
Ordinary artisans ...........c.cccoeees coeeee. 5 for 4s. 6d. to 5s. 6d.
Beltar paid axtigans: .. .icoiesiiiersaresasmin. 6 for 5s. 6d. to 7s. 6d.
Class of house most required ............... 5 for Gs. 6d.

Cost per room of building existing houses £25-£40.

Occupations of Adult Males and Females.

_ In the census return issued on August 10th, 1902, table 35, a condensed
list is given showing the occupation of the males and females, aged 10 years
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and upwards, at five different groups of ages at the census, 1901. From this
table one learns that in the old Borough there were 36,741 males and 42,156
females, at all ages. These are further divided as follows : —

Males under 10 years of age . ........... Ok 8,332
Females under 10 years of age . .....covniinviianiaes 8,620
Males 10 years old and upwards ... .............. .. 28,409
Females 10 years old and upwards ...............ee. 33,536

The total number of males aged 10 years and upwards who were retired
or unoecapied is given as 3,517, whilst the number of those engaged in ocecu-
pations is 24,592, The total number of females aged 10 years and upwards
was 33,536, and of these 15,364 were unmarried, and 18,172 were married or
widowed. In the retived or unoccupied class of females aged 10 years and
upwards, there were 18,774, and of these 4,907 were unmarried, and 13,567
were married or widowed. Of the females aged 10 years and upwards en-
gaged in occupations there were mm all 14,762, and of this number 10,457
were unmarried, and 4,305 were married or widowed.

The following is a short summary of the oceupations of males and females
aced 10 years and upwards (—

. e R e o B AR T e e e
Females,
Total Occupations of Males and Females aged 10 - Ry
Males. and upwards. E:' 3 E
2 |[EEB &
g E 3
™ 5 [ F
25409 Total oceupied and unoccupied. 15364 | 18172
8817 Retired or Unoceupied (Order XXTI1.) 4907 | 13867
24592 Engaged in Occupations (Orders .—XXII.) 10457 | 4305
—— s A MBS e i TR
. I. General or Local Government of the Country.
127 | 1. National Government . ............. e 6 4
160 (18 Losal Govermmant. o i tesss s siasaloass stamas 55 9
. IT. Defence of the Country.
83 Army (at home).........

1| 2. Navy and Marines (ashore and in port)...............
III.  Professional Occupations and their
Subordinate Services.

1. Clerical—
53 Clergymen, Priests, Ministers ......c.ococecveeiinnne
24 Monks, Nuns, Scripture Readers; Church,

Cemetery Olfieors, &6, i ssssunssission, 7 1
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] Total
i Females
Total Occupations of Males and Females aged 10 | d o
Males. and upwards 2 B 3
3 [EsS
: 22
SN S5
!
2, Legal—
23 Barristers, Solicitors..... R e LT ) S
63 B T A e e S S e e | 1
3. Medical— ' |
37 Physicians, Surgeons, General Practitioners ... 2
by |, [T oy 121 B e e e R s e S e : 1 11
Sick Nurses, Invalid Attendants............ ! 50 31
33 e e e L i s 5 8
i R 1 a0 ) e R e e e B R 304 5
17 | 5. Literary and Secientific .................. S e 1
23 | 6. Engineers and Sorveyors.......cccoioeiiiacarieaas
135 | Tand 8. Art, Musie, Drama, ebe......cc.ovvimrerivoninrsass 32 14
IV. Domestic Offcers or Services. |
i 1. Domestic Indoor Service — !
9 | In Hotels, Lodging and Eating Houses............,. 17 | ...
14 | Other Domestic Indoor Servants .................. | 1132 169
153 | 2. Domestic Outdoor Service .....ccoceeiviiiiaiiiiaiinn, b
8. Other Service— .
=5 T T ] < e e A I 78 305
7 Laundry and Washing Service ............ . ...... 80 168
119 e 47 38
V. Commercial Occupations. i
876 | 1. Merchants, Agents, and Accountants.................. 5 | !
738 | 2. Commercial or Business Clerks .........c.ccocvvnvennns 56 1
256 | 8and 4. Dealers in Money ; Insurance.................. 6 2
VI. Conveyance of Men, Goods, and Messages.
L e R T S ) S e ol 10 4
2. On Roads—
176 Coachmen, Grooms (not domestic) ; Cabmen...|
943 Carmen, Carriers, Carters, Wagoners (rnt: I
Furm} ............................................. l 3
5l e P S I ) | - 1
17 | 8. On Seas, Rivers, and Canals .........cccorvvvinnnnnnns ! e
.. | 4. In Docks, Harbours, ete. ST
5. In Storage, PorhnmgL and Mussages— !
392 l Messengers, Porters, Watchmen {nUtRmh-. ay or
A OVEITBIHY - oot en e siins wbaic s marss s mmats 5
147 e 1 L b s i v A A SR o | 15
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Total
! Females
Total Oceupations of Males and Females aged 10 = o
Males.! and upwards. E E o
| e
E & B
I e e o =
‘ VII. Agriculture.
1. On Farms, Woods, and Gardens—
15 | Farmers, (EABGIAIE" . .ove o seensmrasnsass o sansss samnn
g Farmers’, Graziers'—Sons, Daughters, or other
; Belatives assisting in the work of the Farm... BN s
4 Farm Bailifts, Foremen ........c.oco.o.o.o..... a
. Bhepkiends . o i s e d i in L e i e
12 | Agricultmal Labourers, Farm BServants—Dis-
| tinguished as in charge of Cattle . ............. 2
92 Agricultural Labourers, Farm Servants—dis-
tinguished as in charge of Horses ...............
194 Agricultural Labourers, Farm Servants—nol
otherwise distinguished. .........ccvvvvvvnnnnnn.
154 Gardeners (not dom.); Nurserymen, Seeds-
men BIORIELR i oo i S e i s re A N 9 1
9 OHhBEE: - s i R S e w L e :
| VIII. Fishing.
i 51 O 51 11 ¢ 317 GRS RS S R R e R S i
IX. Inand About and Dealing in the Products
of Mines and Quarries.
1 and 2. Mines and Quarries—
84 | Conl and Shale Mine Workers .....oovvvvvveirinnns ¥
16 | Other Workers ........... TR
102 | Dealers .....ooee.- el s B el 4
X. Metals, Machines, Implements, and Conveyances.
8 | 1and 2. Iron, Steel, ete., Manufacture .................. :
3. Engineering and Machine Making—
258 IronfonnABLR . s i o ee s sk et Ak e e :
175 Blackamibhs, BElers .. oot :
256 Ereectors, Fit—tars. W 11t 1 1 o (SR S R e e :
HR8 | L |72 e e e b 2
86 -4 Toolg ...t el ;
143 | 5, 6, 7. Types, e!;a. £ Arms, Mlscell‘umuus Metal 3 9
Trades -
veer |8 Bhips and DoakE it drereeitngl i IeNo ol
a0, Weleleg s b s e 1 1
7o Sl 0 1. IO 7 R SRR St Iy 5 ;




P e

Total |
Males.:

Year 1902.

Oceupations of Males and Females aged 10

an‘l upwards. |

237
102

5Hd
627
167
415
165
330
406

151

73
211
72

163
20

XI. Precious Metals, Jewels, Watches, Instruments,
and Games.
1-5. Precious Metals, Jewellery : Watches, Instru-
ments ; Games.
LElectrical Apparatus-makers .........cocvivevnnenn..

XII. Building and Works of Construetion.
1. House Building, ete— .
CEpenters, JOLBTE .. .cvireie « dvasciasinsisnisssuis
Drieklayers, Bricklayers’ Labourers ...............
Masons, Masons' Labourers

Painters, Decorators, Glaziers........ccvevveniannnans
Blambers e e e
Others.. L m A
2. Other Wc:lr]w.'-i of GD"]E’[.IHHJIGH n,nd Raﬂds ............

XIII. Wood, Furniture, Fittings, and Decorations.
Land 2. Furniture, Fittings, ete. ; Wood and Bark—
Cabinet Makers ; I'rench Polishers ; Uphol-
sterers
Other Workers in Furniture, Fitfings, ete. ......
Workers in Wood and Bark .....cooveviveisisiarens
Dealars ..o s A e L

XIV. Brick, Cement, Pottery, and Glass,
1. Brick, Cement, Pottery, and Glass—

Briek, Tile, Terra Cotta Makers

Others

------------------------------------------------------

XV. Chemiecals, Qil, Grease, Soap, Resin, ete.

1 and 3. Colouring Matter ; Drugs Chemicals, ete.—

Chemists, Dlllggﬁt'-:

Others. ..
| 2. Explosives Pt I e R M SN S
4. Oil, Grease, Soap, Resin, ete.—

Workers

N e R e e i s s R s s R

---------------------------

Total
Females
P
o | :
& e
2 [Enk
g -
5 =
1 #
10 H
1
17 8
10 1
3 :
6 T
el 1
H l 2
|
17 |
2
4 ]
il 1
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Total
Females
Total Oceupations of Males and Females aged 10 3 .
Males. ; and upwards. - E 2 ?;}
2 |Em3
R
g = =
E
XVI. Bkins, Leather, Iair, and Feathers

187 1and 2. Skins and Leather ; Saddlery and Harness! 26 13

37 | 3. Hair and Feathers ........ et e e R e e | 11 7

20 4. Dealers in Skins, Leather, Hair, and Feathers ... 1 1

.l
XVII. Paper, Prints, Books, and Stationery.
1 and 2. Paper and Stationery ; Prints and Books— |
19 | Paper Box, Bag-makers ; Stationery Manufac-
LT R o e 51 14

278 Printers, Lithographers .......cccoeieciiiinacnnenns 24 1

23 BooEInGaBmg - ot e i i LR S a7

109 )T - e L G S S R 4 26 14

- XVIII. Textile Fabries. !
1. Cotton and Flax—
356 Cotton—Card and Blowing Room Processes ............ 835 358
2064 A Bpinning ProGeS8eS ... i o sesisiiesbeiss 1125 691

206 o Winding, Warping, ete., Processes ........... 1383 434

170 { = AW eavikg TEOCEEABE" (o iiiaesrisriinuinrin v rivans 691 516

635 - Workers in other Processes, or undefined ... .. 287 | 102

15 Fustian Manufacture ; Flax, Linen Manufactore] 62 16
BT -9 Wooland Waratad. oo i 96 | 10
3. Bilk—

1 Sills Bpinning PIoceasaes fiiiiiciiasiisanuiesissases b 1
14 1o Wenring PYroseBssB . csieassasiisssssisamnsanas 18 13
1 »  Waorkers in other Proeesses or undefined ... i R
114 | 4. Hemp and other Fibrous Materials........ccoviuiniinee 93 17
384 | 5. Mixed or Unspecified Materials ...........ccnrnnrnnn | 560 182
551 | 6. DBleaching, Printing, Dyeing, ete. .......cccvcvvenneen. | 95 20
239 | 7. Dealers (Drapers and others) .......cocvvieeaiae sunen. 1 107 | a5

| XIX. Dress. |
[ 1. Dress— -

304 . R e e e s T4
8 | Milliners, Dressmakers. .......covuvvsereeivneeeenead 516 | 181
| Shirt Makers, Seamaliresses. ....owervaasonsviaranns 47 41

as81 Boot, Shoe, Slipper, Pattern, Clog-makers ...... 3 1

2750 (Ihor WorKBES TR). < vaiss o svans s vaiss s iisn et s 1341 292

102 Pealors: o e s e 67 27
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] Total
Females.
Total Occupations of Males and Females aged 10 -
Males. and upwards. g & £
= é’ 50
g o
=
E: . Jiflat B
XX. Food, Tobacco, Drink, and Lodging.
1. Food—
382 Workers (b) ...... 849 48
1231 Denlexs izl 218 278
2. Tobacco—
61 Tobaceo Manufaotiire .....cocoecviiiimsiiiinsionsmsnes 96 5
26 PohBORGIIRER o7 eioss siises srisianistn inasanss v duvinns 7 12
76 | 8. Makers of Spirituous Drinks 5 1
4. DBoard, Lndgmg, ete.—
a1 Coftee, Eating, Lodging, Board-house Keepers 7 29
194 Inn, Hotel keepers ; Publicans, ete. ............ 5 38
106 Cellarmen ; Barmen ; Others in Inn, Hotel, |
e e e e SRR 84 3
) Wine and Spirit Merchants, Agents ......... ke 1
XXI. Gas, Water, and Electricity Supply and
Sanitary Service. |
PO5 | Y. Cas. Waler, Bleotriaiby. .. .ouov i oneritasintansnsanis ma ;
i R T e T T R e P e
| XXII. Other, General, and Undefined Workers
and Dealers,
1-4. About Animals; Sundry Industries; General
Makers and Dealers ; General Labourers, ete.
102 General Shopkeepers, Dealers, Pawnbrokers ...[ 44 30
167 Costermongers, Hawkers, Street Sellers ......... 12 4
827 General Labourers P e el (R
260 | Engine Drivers, BStokers, Firemen (uot Railway,
Marine, or Agricultural)
138 Others 28 20
XXIIL. Without Specitied Oceupations, or Un-
ceeupied.
877 Retired from Business (not Army, Nav g.r, Church,
Medicine) ; Pansioners ......... cessecosissases 69 189
166 Living on own Means .....c-covvesvisssacsmarsnssans 212 414
3074 Others aged 10 years and upwards (including)
B e s s s o s s | 4626 | 13264

(a) The figures include 2 642 male and lb.i,‘t femnales ¢ Hat, eap

makers (not straw.’

(b) The figures include 84 male and 832 female ** Jam, preserve,

sweetmakers.”
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The principal oceupations are thus seen to be, as every resident in the
town knows cotton and hat making. The cotton operatives at the census
numbered 3,431 males and 6,362 females, 4,331 of the latter being un-
married and 2,051 married or widowed. For the first time the number of
operatives engaged in the difterent processes of carding, spinning, winding
and warping, and weaving, is given. In course of time this information
cannot fail to be of the utmost use for the purpose of statistical inquiries into
the influence on health and longevity of this large industry.

The hat and cap -makers number 2 642 males and 1,621 females : it is to
be regretted that these were not classified according to the particular pro-
cesses on which the operatives were engaged.

The next largest class is that in which only males are employed, viz.,
honse building, &e. : here we have 2,665 males and curicusly enough one
solitary female, who is entered as a ** carpenter or joiner.

In sanitary work it is stated that 61 males are employed : this eannot
possibly inelude all the seavenging and cleansing staft, who at the time of
the census numbered 154, whilst the figure is too large to be taken as
meaning official sanitary inspectom apd their subordinates and fellow-work-
men, whilst the two ?emaic sauitary inspectors are not included in this
group at all.

The work of census-taking should, in my opinion, be open to local control
or suggestion : the results would then, 1 feel confident, he open to fewer
sources of error, and would be of greater wvalue, inasmuch as a better
particularisation would be obtained.
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Growth of Stockport.

voan, |t | romses | putaion fortaty] st | wnderone |
. !1% births, |

1841 | ss14 117 | .. |j50495 | | |

w8 s | | o et P i |

1861 | 11208 | .. | .. |154682 98 S Ay o -

Ll ECER i -+ |}38001 |

1881 | 18007 ;115.53! 74 |159558 | 247

1891 | 15573 | 11216 | 100 470263 Eiﬁ*ﬂ 85 223 | 833

1892 | .. | .. | .. |71000 |2274| 206 | 199 | 3264

1898 | 16269 | %870 | 170 | 71930 | 2495 40 299 | 39-54

1894 | 16397 | *804 | 150 | 72770 | 1900 16 192 | 31-68

1895 | 16859 | *S76 | 100 | 78620 iea-m{ 45 231 | 3836

1896 | 17190 | %890 | 120 | 74480 | 2130 308 | 189 | 3206
1897 | 17693 | *613 | 197 | 75350 | 229! 500 | 214 | 3282

1898 | 17888 | *561 | ... | 76220 |21-60| 42 931 | 3123
1899 [ 18148 | %600 | 197 | 77100 | 2167 | 45 221 | 30928
1900 | 18320 | *697 | 220 | 78000 | 22:64| 229 | 203 2w
1901 (17982 | 753 | {71 (178897 | 19-63| 804 197 | 2770

1902 e | 94422 1 1940 199 183 27-54
! |

————

e e

t Census Eetarn,

# Nob including lock-up shops, feetories, and warchonges unoceupied ot night,
which number 200 to 10K at the present time,

According to the 1891 census the total tenements in Stockport were
18,090, These tenements contained the following number of rooms ;-

e voom oty i n ity TE YeNANLEITRE
o b B N e e B L i
0y Loy 11 ) R e SR R L | .
TTTTE b 0 ) 4 T R 8777 E
Total tenements with less than 5 rooms ... 10,902
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Marriages.

The number of Marriages solemnised during 1902 was 808, or 121 more
than in 1901, the marriage rate per 1,000 persons living being 17-2.

Rei Number of Rate per 1000 !Ra,te for England
Marriages. | Living, | and Wales.
1593, | 456 183 147
1894. 615 16:9 151
1895. | 620 18-4 150
1896, | 585 157 158
1897. | 689 18 2 | 160
1898. | 706 185 163
1899. 754 19-8 | 165
1900. 759 19-3 | 160
1901. 687 17-4 15-9
1902. | 808 172
Births.

The births registered during the vear have numberved 2,606, viz.. 1,302 of
males, and 1,304 of females, equal to a birth-rate of 27-59 per thousand per
annum. The birth-rate for England and Wales during 1902 was 25-6, that
of the 76 great towns being 30°0, and of the 102 smaller towns 27-3. In the
following table I submit a statement of the birth-rate of Stockport for the
last 20 vears, from which it will be seen that there has been a decline, more
particularly during the later years. It i4 curious to know that there has been,
to put it in its worst, a steady maintenance of the marriage rate, so that the
reduetion in the birth-rate has almost certainly not been caused
by a diminution in the number of marriages, but by a diminution
in the number of children to each marringe. There can be no
question, repugnant as the idea is, that the diminution in the
birth-rate is due in the main to the deliberate avoidance of child-
bearing. It is now the exception, rather than the rule, to find at any rate in
middle-class cireles more than two or three children in a family. The efiect
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of this on the national prosperity is bound in the long run to be a very
serious one. Continued over a long period in France it has certainly resulted
in national deterioration. It is to the women of England that one wust look
for the remedy of this evil which is as discreditable to their sex as it is to the
nation as a whole.

Table showing birth-rate in Stoekport for past twenty years i—

1o S P O 34-9 1t e e 8254
B oo S R A 354 1117 S = 81 68
1 1 L N SNy o 336 142171 SRS ERe i 33-86
1 o] e e S 395 11 P e R e 32-06
IBEY  oiieistiimninanas 353 L e e T T 32-82
BB, it 54 EBOBE o lchevesiamianis 31-23
1859 a4 1 ] R 30-28
11217, I T 32-8 e 29-44
1891 333 PRI S et cois e 2770
115 - I T Sl e 82-64 L R 27-59

There can be no question here of the serious drop in the birth-rate, more
particularly in quite recent years, and to those who look ahead the question
has a most serious aspect. The fact 15 that the population-capital 1s being
augmented by contributions not so mueh from the upper or middle elasses,
but mainly from the lower elasses. What the ultimate effect on this town,
and on the nation as a whole, will be, it is not dillicult to prophesy, and it is
needless to say that, if coutinued, it bodes little good for either.

Deaths.

The deaths registered during the year have numbered ia the gross 1,856.
However, of this number 59 were those of persons not normally resident in
the Borough. On the credit side, however, one has to ineclude deaths of 85
persous who, though normal residents in the Borough, happenel to die out-
side the Borough in institutions, ete. The net number of deaths to be written
down in the statistics of the Borough is, therelore 1832 viz , 963 of males
and 869 of females, equal to an annual death-rate of 19-402 per thousand of
the estimated population, as compared with 19.63 in 1901, and 22-64 in 1900.
The death-rate in Epgland and Wales as a whole during 1902 was 16-3,
that of the 76 great towns being 17.4, and that of the 103 smaller towns 15-3.
I submit herewith a statement of the death-rates in the Borough for the past
20 years.

Table showing death-rate in Stockpoit for past twenty years :—

1y e 26 4 1850 P R 24:25
11 A L 10 R LT
12 I R . T BEOE e 25°40

IBBh Lol 26-4 THOE o i 21-30
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1887 s PR 26-0 Tk, 1 SRS e S A 2263
L7 e P 20503 150 | AR PR R 21 G0
15111 R . 1Y 1§ S R o A [
16 T AP S 265 11791 7 I |
LB o penanconmemanag: DG 11711 e i 19-G3
o ot e e S S L 22-74 B e - DD

Comparing the earlier years with the later ones it is pleasing to be able to
draw attention to o great saving of life—equal te approximately 7 per 1,600
on an average population of, say 60,000, or about 400 human lives per
annum. The death-rave recorded for 1902 is also the lowest for the past
twenty years, except that for 1894, which is admitted on all hands to be an
exceptional rate, and probably also an aceidental one.

The deaths which oceured within the district of persons not belonging
thereto may be thus tabulated : —

DIED, I DIED,
Waoere from. Where from. P o o e
Work- | In- Else- Work- | In- | Else-
e |_house, hl‘ll!ﬂl_'}'.: where. | - house. | firmary.| where.
Byde ..ooconnnen 5 1 Heaton Mersey e R |
Mample .........| & | 1 Winsford .. ... 1
Bredbury ... 3 e Baltonl sl X D s |
Mauchester ... 3 1 Bramball ...... ) '
Ashton ......... Pk { Woodley ...... ol
Gatley ........| 9 1 Altrincham ! 1
Bosden ...... 2 Gee Cross...... : 1
Wilmslow ... el 8 New Mills...... LI 1. 1
Cheadle ...... Q2 . ol | e | A
Cheadle Hulme 1 Gortont ......... ; / 1
Denton  ...... 1 Dukinfield 1
i !

Totals :—In Workhouse, 46 ; in Infirmary, 10; elsewhere, 3.

The deaths in the Public Institutions of persons belonging to Stockport
exhibit the following Ward distribution :—

___ Died in i Died in
Wilere freomn. f I Where frou. | o e
| Work- | In- |Isolation | work- | ~ In- |Isololion
o 'i Inomze. a!Ih‘mur}'. Hoapit'ls | honse. | In'mru'y'_l Hospit'la
LancashireHlill 8 1 Edgeley ... ... 2 T
Heaton L:a,uu..l 18 2 Shaw Heath .. 9% | 2 | &
Old Road ...... | 1o | 3 1 | St. Thomas 28 | I £ Rl
Portwood ...... L o HempshawLane! 10 9 3
St. Mary's...... | 16 4 1 ]Cale Green ...... 6 2 1
¥Yernon ......... 8 3 - | Heaviley ......... 3 3 1
Spring Bank... 21 gl Reddish North.. 9
Hollywood 21 G i i Reddish South. G

Totals :—In Workhouse, 205; in Infirmary, 44 ; in Isolation Hospitals, 16.
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Herein are set out the principal causes of death in the Borough for the
past ten years :—

Number of Deaths.

Cavse oF Duary. 1902 1901|19C0[1899/1898 1807/ 1896{1895]1894/1893
Seven Chief . ; , i
Zymoties ... 185 240 179) 354) 327 886) 231 336 132 366
pmallpex. .| Tl wal Sibeaat el avilstei e M
Scarlet Fever 231 25 4 10, 11f 19| 19| [i| 6 11
Diphtheria ... 11| 17 1& 5 8 4 14 27 16 32
“ Fevers "' — ! | | |
Typhoid ' ' | |
and Con- | ! |
tinued ...... 13| 34 19| 9 21 20| 22 20| 8§ 49
Measles ...... 36| ol 24 93 59| TI 17 84 1} 3T
Whooping ; - i ! |
Cough ...... 831 13| 41| 31| 18] 38 34 3% 3 33
Diarrheea ... 62| 120 77| 206! 219 282 125 167 sﬁi 202
Influenza .......-. | 9 12{ 23] 86 10, 19 9 16 8 3
Lung Diseases : i
(including | | , . . {
Phthisis) ......| 529i 437 539 él['iﬂi 492 H92 542i 629 457 526
Heart Disease ...| 167 126/ 126| 119 125 123| 126 140 112} 112
Injury...............! 63| 21} 3% 50| 49 46| 28] 3% 33 49

An alteration has been made in the elassification of deaths from epidemic
or zymotic diarrheea and kindred diseases, which afiects the figurés of this
year and that immediately preceding, so that it wouald be perhaps unfair to
draw conclusions from them.

In the accompanying diagram the deaths from various diseases and groups
are plotted out to scale with a view to showing at a glance their relative
magunitude. The actual number of deaths is as below :—

No. of

Deaths.
Lung Diseases (excluding Consumplion) ........cocvvviiiciianni.. 376
Preventible Diseases (excluding Tubercular Diseases) ... ..... 218
Phthisis and other Tubercular Diseases ........ooovenvereen. oo 197
Diseases of Cireulatory System (Heart, &c.)......cccevvneeenennan. 199

. Wervons Hystems oo o n i L nas e n e 135
Digeslive Byetenm: i n ma bl sy s i

Debility and Wasting, etc., in Infants ...........ce. < covveeeen .. 108
EGIABIIER. o oihiiccs binnian s ki e e s g e e Sae o su e n e o
All other diseases .......... R e P s 23J




Stockport - - 1902.

Diagram Shewing Chief Causes of Death.
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In Table 1 — Local Government Board return—the principal vital statistics
of Btockport are given for the 10 years 1892 to 1901 inelusive, and for the
year 1502, A glance at that table reveals, in the first place, the fact alluded
to previously, that the birth-rate is seriously below the average of the 10
years, just named. The nett death-rate however, affords reason for satisfac-
tion, inasmuch as it is not only below that for 1901, which in itself was one
of the lowest on record, but it is the lowest recorded death rate with the ex-
ﬂ;ptélﬂn of the year 1534, when the rate was the exceptionally low ove of
19-00.

The infant mortality has exhibited since 1598 a steady decline, and it is
pleasing to record that during 1902 it fell very much lower than it had done
in 1991, The average infant mortality for the 10 years 1892 to 1901 was 209
per 1,000 bivths registered ; in 1902 it reached the low figure of 183.

Uncertified Deaths and Inquests.

There were 146 deaths registered during the year in which the eause of
death was not certified by a medieal practitioner. In 139 of these cases an
inquest was held, and the verdiets found may be summarized as follows :(—

1. Nakubal Camsss.. . oo s danessmin B
9. Accidental DAUSEE . ceeviivminmnionrrrsersionsreas B
LT 1 v (] | SIS o S GRS 8. S e s e Ml N [

An inquest was held en the bodies of 76 out of every 1,000 residents who
died within the Borough.

May I be allowed onece more to draw attention to a matter which, in my
opinion, is of urgent public importance, viz., the need for a ﬁubﬁﬂ mortuary
in the town. At the present time a dead body is found in the river or on the
road, ete., it is removed to the nearest public-house and kept there for a day
or two untl the inquest ean be held. The use of public-houses for this
purpose is a danger not only to the publie-house keeper, bus also to those of
the public who are in the habit of using the public-house. Apart from the
mischief which the ordinary emarvatio: s from a dead body may give rise to,
theve is always the possibility that the dead body so housed might be the
subjuet of some dangerous infectious disease. It is to be hoped that the
Council will not wait until some servious public seandal arises betore taking
this question into their earnest consideration. Power is given under Section
141 of the Public Health Act, 1875, to any local authority to provide and fif
up u proper place for the reception of dead bodies before interment, and
power is also given to any local authority to make bye-laws with respect to
the management and to charge for the use of the same.

The following is a summary of the verdiets returned by the Coroner’s jury
in those cases on which an inquest was held. I would in particular call
attention to two of these which from the point of view of common sense, let
alone medical knowledge, strike one as being somewhat ludierous—* con-
sumption of bowels caused by an accidantal fall”-- “pneumonia from shock
owing to a fall.”
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1. Natural Caunses. 2. Accidental.
i Rabnral Gamaest’ i 9 Talls from & height ..o 2
o T R R R ) < e e R e 1
Convulsions ...... .. ceieniea = 13 Injuries on I‘dfll‘ﬁ’c’n“.' e
Heart failure [s;.rm:sop j ............ 11  Injuries to head and neck ......... 3
Hoart disesss .....oivn-miivsieions .« 3 Injuries, shock to syg'em ......... 2
Cerebral hemorrhage ....coovn ones 1 Injuries to brain ... 1
G R e e I Injuries falling in fly v..h :,I 1}|E. 1
Epilepsy Simviesasivies S0 k. RADOYEr Y milk van.. Gk il
FOBHIEON «oovviiinsss o eriacieninnens 0 Urashed by cog o
RhulRIE . e B BurnE o A1 |
Found dead ............ e B HaftenRbion A0 BB oo 6
s e e et e L D EGNRRINGE C nee D
ISR s s o AMOROMBEY st el
BPoeamonits .. . ...oswmsaraesss: L Overdose oflandannmi......cuiviia 1
Exhaustion ...... vossinessse w1 Jxhaustion through a fall ..... 1
Exposure to wet SR Bl s 1 ¢ Pneumonia from shock owing
Effusion of bloo:l on brain ......... 1 to a fall” S 1
Spasm of the laryux .....oenen |« Pheumonia induced in fracture
Inflammation of bowels L of ribs through a fall”. 1
Consumption of bowels ............ 1 3. Buicide.
Paralysis through a fall ............ 1 By hanging and strangulation ... 6
“ Consumpiion “of bowels caused B ARSI ooacruisans souussims 1
by an accidental fall”...... e R T T ] R S
3 o[ 1 b e S PR R |
LBzl by o SRR RS A |

Mortality in the Different Wards.

1. The Nett General Death-rate has been considerably higher in Spring
Bank Ward than in anv other portion of the Borough, in which it was 27-51
per thousand : whilst Heaton Lane Ward comes next with a rate of 25:04,
and St. Mary's and St. Thomas’ next again with rates respectively of 23-76
and 23-40. The lowest rate recorded was in Heaviley Ward, where it stood
at the low figure of 13-62. As usual Cale Green Ward proved a close runner
up with a rate of 13-90. Edgeley Ward came very near to a second place
with a rate of 13-93. Reddish South Ward showed a rate which can only
be regarded as exceptionally low for this particular portion of the Borough,
viz., 1474, In the following wards the general death-rate was above that
of the town generally :—

Lancashire Hill ........coccoviviniiiniiinicine.. 19°47
Hempehamw TEiel oo camssmeniae 19751
VOEDOIL - iics i et e P T R £
[Tl S T i A O o1 | [
s P e S TR S 21-11
PORBROE . . oo nesvmnmsanes e rads sasnsassennens 105
e T e b B 93-40
b e s S e RO
Hoakon TaBE. . ......cocoomeemnnsmsressssmmnnss S0

R BRI e e s e st n s i 27-81



30 Year 1902,

Thus in 10 out of the 16 wards in the Borough the general death-rate bas
been higher than that of the Borough as a whole.

In the following wards the general death-rate bas been lower than that of
the Borough as a whole :—

TLSIYMODEL. - o csduiainioniavisiba sokmi AL T m b b drpre s S LS
Reddish (Nﬁrtll] T e [
Reddish (South)... SR e B
Widgelay - ..u e woilosesiaine i irs dssmta st o 1593
Cale Gresn ......icuviarees A S vy 13-90
I I 1 R e e i e e e 13-62

2. The Zymotic Death-rate, that is the death-rate from the seven
principal preventible diseases, has been 1959 for the Borough as a whole,
but when one comes to inquire into this paiticular rate as it aftects different
loealities in the town some inleresting figures are brought to light. The
highest zymotic death-rate was that recorded in Heaton Lane Ward, where
it was nearly twice as great as that for the Borough as a whole, viz., 3-:64
per thousand. In Spring Bank and Hempshaw Lane Wards it also reached

a high figure, viz., 3 40 and 3-15 respectively. The wards showing the lowest
zymotic death-rate are the following :—

Portwood ... . ..... S pite e ot BN e, SN
TRl BT oot wimisi b s e e e ey PR 115 |
dedlﬁh (BORBIY o iissensninseommtisnpusmmnss 1-07
(379 P2 70 N R O W i e O |1 |
G ETTH T e e, S I S T 1-34
(] £ B ) o [ S R L o i e L 1-51
Heawilay iccsssmo s manss s s 1-53
Lancashive Hill ......covevvennens o ik 1-57

3. The Death-rate from Diarrheal Diseases is usually closely
associated with that from (he seven prineipal zymotic diseases and, there-
fore, one naturally expects this rate to follow closely the distribution of the
one alluded to in the last par agraph. For the Borough as a whole the death-
rate from diarrheeal diseases was 0-65 per thousand, a rate which is consider-
ably less than half that recorded for the year 1901, when it was 1-52,
BEdgeley Ward has the honour of having the lowest diarrheeal death-rate,
viz., 0-14, there being only a single death ‘from diarrheea in that ward during
1909. This fact is somewhat hurpris-;in;.;, for Idgeley Ward is a part where a
number of newly-married couples reside, where the birth-rate .n couse-
quence is a faily high one and where one would expect infantile diarrhceea
to be somewhat prevalent. The following low rates are also worthy of
mention ;—
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B 1 T g L R 0-33
Reddish (North) ............ T e 0-39
Adoavslant WAl : s mm st slessins 0-45
Old Road Ward ... ..cicosserssissssssssnsssress 0-50
St. Mary's Waed ............ A R EENCR R L
POrEwond AT e e i s o 0-55
Laneashire Hill Ward. ...cuvimamsvensnasion 0-59

In Cale Green and Reddish South Wards no single death from diarrhcea
was recorded.

4. Phthisis or Consumption of the Lungs caused 153 deaths in the
whole Borough, equivalent to a rate of 1-62 per thousand per annum, The
highest death-rates from phthisis were recorded in the following wards :—

e - T e e L . 1
St. Mary’s and j 9.7¢
bhﬂ_'ﬁ H(—:}'Lt.h_ i 4 EEdE ESA ERAEEN EENGA EES EEE A —Il!}
Eleaton B ool i s ey 180
Spring Bank and :

e . } ..................... oy 1-80
A R o i R e e e RS
Laneashive ENY o anaintadnneaTs T
Bilgredenr o e i 1-74
Follpwond | et st e s deessis s 1-71

The lowest rate recorded was in Reddish North Ward, where it was only
0-59, whilst the following wards were close together for a good place :—

e RO oo s e e 105
Heeddieh LB oMth) oo o raiem vites sbuand oA 00T
Hempahihw Eang... .o e sanseivas (118
Blantlay’ oo i e wanaest AR

%. Infant Mortality. There arc one or two somewhat striking difterences
tobe recorded here as regards the variation of this rate in difterent parts of
the Borongh. The rate for the orough asa whele i1s 183, In Portwood and
Spring Bank Wards, however, the rate stands at the high figures of 264 and
260 per thousand births, or in other words more than a quarter of the children
born in these two wards failed to survive the first year of life. Somewhat
excessive rates also ruled in

St. Thomas’ Ward, where it was 222
Heaton Lane - e W B A M B
Reddish {South) ' Al T Il [
Hempshaw Lane |, i an o 106
Lancashirve Hill - 3 e
Vernon o AT A AR E ST
St. Mary's b A e e

The two lowest rates were those recorded in Heaviley Wa d (97), and
Edgeley Ward (102).
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6. Density. The average density c-f the extended Borough is 17:21
persons per acre, taking the acreage at 5,485, and the estimated pﬂ{;ulatinn

at 4,422, The dmsﬁy varies enmumusl:,r in different parts of the Borough
as may be seen from the following statement :—In 8t. Thomas’ Ward the
number of persons per acre is 105-62, or six times the density of the Borough
as a whole. The next most densely populated ward in the Borough is Spring
Bank, where the number of persons per acre is 61:69 ; Old Road Ward
eoming next with a deunsity of 52-33 persons per acre, Cﬂ.fﬂ Green with a
density of 45:64, and St. Mary’s with a density of 41-15. As compared with
these extreme figures we have the following very sparsely popu'ated wards,
viz 1—

Reddish (South) ............... 424 persons per acre.
Heaviley, AR L T P
Euldlh]] {Nurih} ......... s 641 T

The density of a locality is a condition which influences the death-rate,
more particularly Irom zymotie diseases, tubercular diseases, and the like,
thoogh not to the samne extent as was at one time thought. One can easily
understand, therefore, that with sueh a wide variation in the density of the
difierent wards there is bound to be considerable difference between the rates
recorded in one part as compated with those recorded in another.

In Table 2 (Local Government Doard return) the vital statistics of the
different wards for the past 8 years are set out in detail.

Infectious Disease (Notification) Act.

No less than 710 notifications have been reeeived under the provisions of
the above Act from medical practitioners. With the exception of February,
March, and May the number of notifications received has varied very lifitle
throughout thc: whole year. An epidemiec of searlet fever was ecarried over
from last vear's adverse balanee, and up to the time of writing this report
(June, 1903) this outbreak still continues with but little abatement. No
less than 509 notifications were those relating to scarlet fever ; 63 cases of
typhoid fever were notified, but not a single case of continued fever ; indeed
the term, * continued fever,” seems to be passing entirely out of use exeept
amongst the very old practitioners, it being recognised now that practically
all such cases are really of the nature of typhoid fever. The term,
« membranous croup,” is also apparently falling into disuse, and d;phtimnu
Lc?takmg its place as being probably the more correct designation of the

isease

Of the cases notified the following were removed to the Tsolation
Hospitals :—

PIRPGT . o it b Eonssssspeie g A
Searlebfover ... i s OBE
Typhoid fever: ....cimgrmminsaseacs o L
DIpBberin. - ooocc i sriasainss 3

In the accompanying tables a more detailed statement is given as to the
ward incidence, ete., of the eases notified.
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Smallpox.

This has already been made the subjeet of a Special Report, and it there-
fore only need be stated that during the year 1902 there were 56 cases
notified, of which 51 ocemrred in December. All of these were removed to
Hospital at once, and the usual preventive measures strietly enforced.

Measles.

The outbreak of this illness, which was specially reported upon in 1901,
continued into the first half of 1902, and during that time was responsible for
no less than 36 deaths—a number greater than that recorded as the
mortality from searlet fever, diphtheria, typhoid fever, or any of the other
zymotie diseases which are regarded by the bulk of the public as more serious
diseases, Never, until measles, with its companion, whooping cough, is put
into the eategory of the diseases to be prevented, will its ravages on the
child-life of this, or any other town, be reduced.

Whooping Cough.

This disease is eredited with 33 deaths of young children during 1902.
The remarks made in the immediately preceding paragraph apply with equal
foree here.

Take the record of the past ten years, and compare the influence of measles
and whooping eough on the deats rate with that of all the notifiable diseases

combined :—

Deaths due Deaths due to the

Year. to Measles and remainder of the seven

Whooping Cough. chief zymotic diseases

put together.

1593 A 94
TADR: ¢ e 4 e 32
18935 TIPS e a3
1897 111 43
1898 N T R i 39
1899 1 7t SR £ ST S 24
1900 [y e T S 87
1901 o R S a6
1902 1 F H OSSR A SRR i
Totals -........ 7747 483

Here we have, in the short space of 10 years, measles and whooping eough
together causing more than 1} times as many deaths as the whole of the
remaining principal zymotie diseases put together. And yet we have
practically no machinery for controlling the spread of these two diseases,
or limiting their mortality !
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Diarrheceal Diseases.

The year 1902 was a somewhat exeeptional one in this particular, for the
number of deaths recorded as due to diarrheea is the lowest of which we
have any record. The experience of this town was shared by a good many
others, and it may be due to some fortunate coincidence of events of which
we are not cognisant, and which may not oceur again,

The diarrheeal death-rate for the whole Borough was the low one of 0.65
per thousand, the highest rates being recorded in Spring Bank Ward (1.80),
and Heaton Lane Ward (1.74). In Cale Green and Reddish South Wards,
no single death oceurred during the year attributable to diarrhwea.

The localities affected by diarrheeal diseases arve indieated in the accom-
panying statement, which shews streets in which fatal cases of diarrhaea
oceurred during the year. The figures following the name of the street indi-
cate the month and day of the month on which the death oceurred.

Day of Day of
Ward. Btreet Month., Month, Ward. Street Month Month.
12 Canal street......... [ | 12 Angel street.........18...T
8 Freemantle street 5...1 2 Allen street ......... 5...8
8 (Union) Short st...29...1 T Picoadilly.....iconnus TeusB
e 12y 2 10 Burton crescent ... 7...8
4 Hyde street ... { 5“_9} A
; 11 Hempshaw lane ...20...8
28 . 8 9
2 Great Egerton st<{ 1...9 2 6 New Zealand road 31...8
15-"9 EH.::E‘S
2 Wellington rd N { G"'”l :
8 Back Wood street 19...4 g 17...9 ) cases
96...4] 2 15 Leicester street ...13...9
3 Hesketh strect {504 } Lo
7 Drook street west 14...9
T Wood street......... 7...56
11 Ardernfield street...15...9
11 Higher Hillgate ...23...6 :
4 DBorron street ...... 16...9
12 Higher Hillgate ...20...9
10 Ladysmith street...16...9
1 BSummer’s court,
Bentley street 6...7 7 Lord street .........16...9
1 Churchill street ... T...7 7 Queen street west 17...9
11 Barlow street ......16...7 1 Sharples street ...17...9




Ward

4
f)
5
10
5
10

10

14

Year 1902.

Day of
Monthh Month

Hircot
Queen street ...... L s
John street ......... 19...9
Corporation street 20...9
Thowmas street W. 21..9
Duke street ......... 23...9
Apple ct., York st. 22...9
Newbridge lane ...23...9
Yule street ......... 23...9
Bowdon street...... 24...9
Clayton street ......26...9
Lloyd's court,

Bwaine street 27...9
Bk. Longshut field 27...9
Carrington field { ﬁlg } casi
Bann street......... 29....9

Ward

15

14
9
12

Lo

b
13

Day of

Sireot Month

Priory lane,
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Month

Reddish 29... 9
Churistie street..... 80... 9
Earl street ......... 1..,10
Hizher Barlow row 4 ..10
Isaac street......... 6...10
Rooth street ...... 6...10
Bk. Bwallow street 7...10
Watson street...... 7...10
Hindley sbreet ... 8...10
Heaton lane ...... 8...10
Myrtle street ...... 9...10
Wryeliffe street ...26...10
Brinksway road ... 9...11
Johnson street ...11...11

Scarlet Fever.

The year 1902 was an unfortpnate one in respect of the oeccurrence or,
rather, continuance of searlet fever.
were received. and of these reported eases, 268 were removed to the Isolation

Hospital.

In all 509 notifications of the disease

The disease abated a little, as is usual, in the early part of the

year, increasing rapidly after June and being exceptionally prevalent in the
last quarter of the year.

The cases notified each month are here given .—

January
February
March

.................................

---------------------------------

Cases.

53
14
12
BE
17

................................. a2

July

Aug

sk

Heptember. .......cccceeeiennn.

October
Moveniber

----------------------

....................

R

TR

December ....coo.covenancesssnses

Cases.
30
37
0o
69
G5
(it
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The illness attacked principally children at ages 3 to 15 years, though, as
seen from the statement below, adults were somewhat unusually affected :—

Cases.
All ages ...... i s e s e O
-’-‘:_g.,ud under 1 }c*w .............................. 7
Aged from 1 0 5 years ....ccovivnves croeneas 147
e‘!.rr{,r] from & o 15 yeare: ocaiiiiciii 312
'iffuil from 186 %0 25 years .......iiciiiiei, 28
igﬂd from 25 to 65 years ........ccciieieee s 1B

As regards Ward-distribution the information given shews that it was most
unequal—Hollywood, Portwood, Vernon, Edgeley, and Hempsbhaw Lane
districts being almost equally aftected ; whilst Reddish South, St. Mary's,
Heaton Lane, Lancashire Hill, and Old Road escaped with extremely %:m
cases. The exact figures are given herewith :—

Cases. Cases.
Lanecashire Hill ................ S Hdgeley g s 61
Heaton Lane ............. P L Bhaw Healh .o, 35
B Boad e e 13 Sk Thomeals) it i 20
Portwood .......... e 63 Hempshaw Lane ............... 61
B Mary's i 8 Uale Tarean. uiiviiciiiaieging 29
e R s 63 Honviley  coocilina 22
Boring Bank. ..iiaiinsnas 18 Reddish North ..........u.. oo 1B
SO0 nssisans va ns g uvanie. | (O Reddish South ........... b 2

The causes of the spread of this disease were in the first place the mild
nature of the attack—the characteristic rsh and feverishness being almost
absent in a large number of cases—leading to great difficulty in the recognition
of the illness even by medieal practitioners ; and in tite eecond place careless-
ness as regards exposure of infacted persons and things by those responsible.

It is my opinion, too, that during 1902 we reached the crest of one of the
waves of scarlet fever prevalanee, and that when the present epidemic abates
the town will be comparatively free from the disease for a number of years.

The cases for removal to Hospital had to be very carefully selected after an
inquiry info individual cireumstances, and though some dissatisfaction was
occasioned to those parents who were compelled to go through the tedious
work of isolation of eases at home, the strain on the Hf_‘aspltul Wis 80 severe
that it was impossible to adopt any other means. I have always regarded it
as better for the patient that he should be isolated at home, even imperfectly,
rather than that he should be exposed to the undoubted dangers which exist
in the wards of an infectious diseases hospital when it is overcrowded.

Return Cases of Scarlet Fever.

It is now generally conceded that return cases of scarlet fever are the
result of one of two things.
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(1) The patient who is the cause of the return case may be suffering in a
slight and unrecognisable manner from some inflammation of the lining mem-
brane of the nose, throat, mouth, or ears, and that in this inflamed centre
the organisms which are supposed to cause the disease are present and can
pass from the patient to others who come into close contact with him. (2)
in other eases the patient, although perfectly well in himself, is carrying in
the lining membrane of the nose, throat, mouth, ete., the germs of disease,
which although causing no ill eflects in him, may by transmission to others
set up the disease of scarlet fever in them (* carrier cases.””) Up to the

resent the germ or microbe which is presumably the cause of scarlet fever

as not been isolated with certainty, and one is therefore unabls to use a
bacteriological examination of the throat, nose, and ear discharges as a test
whether the patient may safely be discharged or not. The greatest care is
taken durving the residence of the infected patient in hospital, and on his
discharge that no infected matter shall be earried out with him either in his
person or his clothing, and in order to further safeguard the family to which
he is refurning the following letter of advice is sent to the parents. Iiis
to be regretted that in many cases our inquiries have shewn that this advice
is not followed out :—

STOCKPORT ISOLATION HOSPITAL.
NOTICE RE SCARLET FEYER PATIENTS.

To Parents, Guardians and others.

Although every care is exercised to guard against conveyance of Infection by persons
discharged [rom the Stockport Isolation Hospital, it is impossible in some instances to
prevent this accident. for no one can say with certainty how long Scarlet Fever may lury
in the system. PARENTS AND OTHERS ARE THEREFORE WARNED
AGAINST ALLOWING RECENTLY DISCHARGED PATIENTS TO COME
INTO UNNECESSARILY INTIMATE CONTACT WITH OTHERS. Many
secondary cases of Scarlet Fever are caused by parents allowing children who have just
returned from the Isolation Hospital to kiss or fondle. or sleep in the same bed with, other
children in the family. No person discharged from a fever hospital should be allowed to
sleep in the same bed as another until at least a fortnight after discharge. A SHORT
HOLIDAY IN THE COUNTRY WITH PLENTY OF FRESH AIR, apart from
others, is always desirable after convalescence from Scarlet Fever, AND ALL
PERS0ON RECOVERING FROM SCARLET FEVER SHOULD BE WARMLY
CLOTHED and oiherwise protected against cold. ANY RECENTLY DISCHARGED
PERSONS WHO COMPLAINS OF SORE THROAT, OR WHO HAS ANY
DISCHARGE OR RUNNING FROM THE NOSE, OR EARS, OR WHO HAS
A BREAKING OUT ON THE SKIN SHOULD BE AT ONCE ISOLATED and
placed under the care of a medical man. In any case, the Corporation canno® accept

responsibility or liability for the outbreak of infection subsequent to the discharge of
any patient from hospital.

By order of the Sanitary Committee,
MEREDITH YOUNG, M.D,
Medical Superintendent.
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The following brief statement gives the main particulars of the * return
cases ' of Searlet Fover which oceurred during 1902.

Return Cases of Scarlet Fever.

No. 1, A.G.—First ill January 11th, with sore throat and rash same day.
Previous sufterers T. & G. G.; discharged from hospital January 2nd and
January G6th, respectively; had no complications whatever on discharge ;
returned straight home ; no reeurrence of symptoms after patients’ return ;
patients oceupied separate beds, but not a separate bedroom; questionable
whether patients were kissed or fondled by person who has since been
attacked.

Nos. 2 & 3, L.A, & A.A.—Illness commenced January 20th, with rash,
sore throat, ete.. on 21st. Previous sufferer E.A.; discharged from hospital
January 17Tth, after 31 days isolation: no complications on discharge ; re-
turned direct to home; no recurrence of any symptoms after patient’s return;
patient oceupied separate bed and bedroom and had separate eating utensils ;
was not kissed, ete., by person since attacked.

No. 4, Jd. 8. —Iliness commenced January 27th, ete., 28th. Previous
sufterer John B.; discharged from hospital January Tth, after 3) days
isolation ; no complications on discharge ; no recurrence of symptoms after
patients’ return : did not oceupy separate beds or bedroom, and did not have
separate eating utensils.

No. 5, A.McH. —Illness commencel January 28th, with rash on 20th,
Previous sufferer W. MeH.; discharged from hospital January 20th, after 85,
days isolation ; returned straight home; no recurrence of symptons after
patient’s return: oceupied separate bed and bedroom, and bad separate
eating utensils ; was not kissed, ete., by person since attacked.

Nos. 6, 7, 8 & 9, H.A., EA, EA., & R.A.--Illness commenced
Mareh 24th, rash on 25th. Previous sufferers A, & I. A.; discharged from
hospital March 17th, after 39 days’ isolation; no complications on discharge;
no recurrenee of symptoms after return home; returned straight home, bub
did not occupy separate beds nor bedvoomws, nor did they have separate eating
utensils.

No. 10. A.E.—Illness commenced July 22nd, rash on 24th. Previous
sufferers H.E.,, BB, & ABE.; discharged from hospital on July 14th (two
cases) and July 18th, after 41 (2 cases) and 45 days’ isolation; no ecomplications
on discharge; no recurrence of symptoms after return home; occupied
separate beds and bedrooms. and had separate eating utensils.

No. 11. E.G.—First ill July 31st, rash August 1st. Previous sufterer
J.G.; discharged from hospital July 25th, after 46 days’ isolation; no
complications on discharge ; no recurrence of symptoms after return home ;
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returned straight home, and had separate bed and bedroom, but not separate
eating utumls not noticed to have been kissed or fondled by person since
attacked.

No. 12. N.M.- -First ill September 6th, rash September Tth. Previous
sufterer J.M.; discharged from hospital August 29th, after 32 days’ isolation ;
no complications on discharge ; no recurrence of symptoms alter patient’s
reburn ; returne 1 straignt humf and oceupied separate bed and bedroom, but
did not have separate eating utensils.

Nos, 13 & 13, W.K. & J.K.—J.K. commenced with sore throat, ete., on
September 12th, rash on Seplember 13th ; W.K. vomiting and sore throat on
17th, rash on 18th. Previous sufterers W. & A K. dlqchmﬂml from hospital
Scptember 1st, after 41 days' isolation; no wmplwumus on discharge;
returned straight home; no recurrence of any symptoms. after return ;
occupied scparate beds and l:-eﬂmc:rms and had separate eating untensils;
not kissed or fondled by persons since attacked.

No. 15, F.H.—First ill, November 10th ; rash, November 11th. Previous
sufterer I5.I.; discharged from hospital U{,Lnbur 20th, alter 35 days’ isolation ;
no eomplications on dischm*ge; no recurrence of symptoms after patient’s
return ; returned straight home, and occupied separate bed but not separate
bedroom ; was provided with separate eating utensils.

Nos. 16 & 17. P.F. & N.F.—First ill. November 29th : rash, November
30th. Previous sufterer F.F. ; discharged from hospital November 27th, after
43 days’ isolation; no complieations on discharge ; no recurrence of symptoms
affer patient’s rveturn; returned siraight home, and oceupied separate bed-
room ; also having separate cating utensils. (These eases arve only questionable
return cases, as the period which elapsed between the patient’s return home
and the commencement of the illness of the other children is rather too short
to allow of the two cases having Leen infected by tha other one.

No. 18. A.R.—First ill, December 2l1st; rash, same day. Previous
sufterer A.R.; discharged from hospital December 20th, afier 56 days’
isolation ; no cnmplicmt.mns on discharge; no recurrence of symptoms after
patient’s return bome: returned straigat home, and occupied separate bed
but not separate bedroom ; had af*pa,ml;e eating utensils providsad.

Diphtheritic Disease.

In this group Diphtheria and Membraneous Croup are included. The total
number of such cases notified duving 1902 has been only 25, and it is worthy
of note that the figure bhas been a low one for mauy years. The accompanying
statement gives some of the more important sanitary circumstances ascer-
tained on inquiry into these cases. Diptheria is probably not so prone to
attack persons exposed to effluvia from insanitary surroundings as the
general public have learnt to believe, and the statement appended appears to
support that view.



Year 1902.

&a

-asnoy ot euaiydip

JO sas®wd alom  a191))
AIAT[M  I9)SUOUR]Y UL
spustyy  pausia  Apueoayy | poarnd Apreg | 'peaed Apaeg | feme wpk L Samg | | @ | 9€e98ea)) USepIonY 09T
eI giiRiidn g paard Apaeg | Leaw sps g faug | *J¢ @ | 98@A\ OUUT POOMSPY 0eT
‘B giiBiiing PoAR] Svae spk gr Aaug A ‘A _ g (ErrEess qoadg el TINTT 00T
‘T8 'ON 9582 [IIMm ‘=0m
10vu00 £q pajoajuy ‘Tereg PI9qeD ‘paARg ‘op ‘op 65 2k e o e op o1 68
‘TR "ON 25U | qEIPPed
gum joeiuce fq pajesjul "Paqqon | "poARg ves Kupsme qp L Aang | ‘g | L ‘190115 191SayIURTY 88
"DAISHAO UAPPIW-SALLT IR | spoard Apawg | feme cspd g faug .. M BE T jpeng uosugof | 98
_ g5 m e ‘ys1ppey
eI PeIaqQeD | "poAR] o fume cqy ) falg | g [sow|  199N)g JSISOURURIY | G8
| % |
.—Edwm ..m-mr.-..ﬂﬂH -.Mum-f.dﬁ”—” lfsrsasnnn Qﬂ_mﬂﬁdo-uahﬁ .E Mw.H sEwmm e merﬂm—.m ﬂm_ﬂun-._w..r.mz _ m.h-
3 ARG -pased Apaeg [ttt apiegno QA | GF | BT [T TIERH ANUE 8¢
-ayeys darep ur a0 | "R g GRNE | M1 T I R | _ | R -+ puoyg Yoeag 65
_ . _ !
| -sogessw T ‘prex ‘WO EPOMIIOINY | "ON
“SYTeTRY jo Suraeg jo Suiaeg 138070) xog a8y RECEE o110

7061 ‘HSYVASIA DILIMHHIHAIA A0 SHSVD JIIAIION J0 SHONVISNAOYUID XUVIINVS



43

Year 1902,

| paand Apaeg ‘paaey Semn spl g Lawg | |l ¢ [ tee QU AAOM ose
TOMIS [IIm | _ YSIPpO
19911p PRjoduN0D aFeurel( | QIR R poaed Lpaeg | Leave spk or preg | pp | g8 | yinog ‘1weng Haan qLe
"YRIBGH posRg Kumu spi ¢ Aamg | - g | 9% _ﬂ_m_m__mﬁﬁhu:ﬁd MopIRg qna
"USPEIWM
-Aaud wommon aASUARQO) ‘PrART ‘peaed Apaeg | Lemw sph g faug 74& (o' | [t 199115 AUIOTRD) O1g
SO
"pataIoue)) ‘pedde gy | apIsino "O'A\ IV _ T R Aue] (BRI 18%
‘uappru-Lanad _ _ |
GATSUOQO  aBM]  Os[u ! _ |
SEM 0191] aaergm pow ﬁ m |
1day Aream s[mof ararm f | |
asnoy Aq3[g Sumisia Aq i _
PaI0BIUOD UG DAV O) _ _ |
preg  (1o10adsuy apewag) ‘paeydsy e e opIANO COYM | g | 0 |suery aavar) Laj19uuay] 18%
SLILE MR "poarg femv spl @ Aaug | | ¢ [usippoy sorp voyweag | ¥og
_
RIEERR | peamg OpISING DA\ | IY | BT [U1eRag uosdgeq FEG
"uIvIp |
UOYS  PATIOAJA(] RV "lang posed Apreg | Leme splp Aaug |- lo | St 18901 Y[OJI0N] 808
‘1818 PAAL] ‘paqqoe Apaeg | Semu spA g Laug | oy | 9 |7 19ang uonwiodio) 661
"safusse g prey * U0 RPOUITIOID Y _ ON
"SRRI }) Sunavg jo dulasg 1980]") ‘xag -ody 190114 GHGE




Year 1902,

44

‘paArg "PIAR] AemusphAo Saug |'"w | e | 999119 4J019[9 M\ G0L
1 : “pasrg ‘poArRg femuwsplg famg | g | ¢ |0 q90mg nojIog L9
ey ‘podBerg  [c apisimo O°M | I _* Gl | 77 ooy Ilauexs) 109
"9STON O
quoaj 98 peox pasvdun
ur Suld] 1jeam jurndegs
WOd)  S|[PWS  DAISUSL(Q) "ang ‘pased Apaeg [ © opisjno O°AN | A m R 199298 JSTIOLL nge
1
TR QilRie ‘poand Apaeg | Lemw spd o1 B g “E “ ¥ “op op 700
“Larad ooy _ |
puE afvureap JAN0a5a( _ | |
U SUsIU APurIsuo)) IR ‘poAR] Lemw spk o Sy | . LE gSIppay ‘proy] uo)ior) T9¢
"Iw9a ju ATns l | . |
aslstuago  jo  pauredmon RFEELHD ‘paand Lpreg _ Aeme sph g Kang | ' | B8 jeamg ayae) | CFC
: |
*JISTA JO Avp uo {[1
uayny, ‘AIng woay I01s1A ¥ aang ‘pasRg _ apIEIno "O'A\ | | €T [ttt Mueqaepup | 98F
|
‘HOTIPod poos uf | :
punoj ﬁmﬂ pasa] sem |
Yorga ‘adeurep ai10ag _ ! . ysippayg !
-op jo poureidmoy  jeseq iaeg PoART Kvmw -epl g Lang | °g _ G ‘lan)y presury eoF
. _
| rsaBusseg prex "UOHEPOIIOIDY q ‘ON
"SIV | o Suiarg jo BuraeJ 19801 ‘Xog _émﬂ R GERTS o1joq
_ _




Year 1902, 45

Typhoid Fever.

During the year 63 cuses of this disease were notified, the majority of the
eases occurring in July, September, and October. It was only possible to
isolate in Hospital 16 of these cases, owing to the exceptional prevalence of
Scarlet Fever.

In several eases the source of infection appeared to be the consumption of
shellfish, and especially ‘mussels, but as these were purchased in a casual
manner from hawkers or from street barrows it was quite impossible to trace
their source.

The statement is ecarried forward f[rom previous years, and serves
to emphasise the vicious part played by privy-middens in the dissemination
of the disease.

The following statement shews eases in which there was probably some
condition of soil-infection or privy infection at work quite apart from personal
infection. The figures refer to cases arising during the years 1594 to 1902
inelusive.

In 75 houses 1 subsequent case occurred, viz, :—

In 56 cases within a few weeks,
o 13, abouk 1 year later,
! = a2 years laber.
n 1 n " 3 i Ve

b 1

Lal " L1] L3 Ak

In 21 houses 2 subsequent cases aceurred, viz. :—

In 15 eases within o few weoks.
» 1 case about 1 year later.
w 2CAses . 2 years ,,

In 3 houses 8 subsequent cases oceurred, viz. i —

In 2 casex within a few weeks.
s 1 ense aboub o year later.

In 2 houses 4 subsequent cases oceurred, viz. :—

1 within a few weeks and 1 aldout 3 years later.

In 38 houses 5 subsequent cases oceurred, of which

2 were within & few woeeks, the other 4 vears later.

In 1 house 4 subsequent eases oceurred within a few weeks.

LR}

1
i 1 ¥

iy L3 ] I¥ Lh ) LE]

=

tE] 33 1 3 3
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Tubercular Diseases.

The death-rate from this group of diseases during 1902 was 2:08 per 1000.
The death-rate from phthisis pulmonalis, or that form of tubercular disease
which attacks the lungs, was 1'62 per 1000.

For the past nine years the death-rates from these diseases have been as
follows :—

Phthisis Other Tubercular

Year. Pulmonalis. Diseases,
1893 2:83 —
1894 2:03 e e e e
1898 . Sl LYk S 0-78
1896 L[ | R A e 0-49
TBOY i JeRB 0-75
15898 g L0 b | R A i 0-66
TEUY ool 1-85 0:53
1000, i TR e 0-84
196 i 1-49 048
FOE e 3 i L e 0-46

The death-rate in both eolumns may be seen to be lower now than even a
few years ago, and I make no doubt that if it were possible to trace the
statistics of the disease further back we should find that the decrease in
mortality was much greater than is shewn by the figures given. The decrease
in mortality from these diseases has been marked throughout the whole
eountry, and more so in the case of phthi<is pulmonalis than the other tuber-
cular diseases. This decrease has, I think it is admitted an all sides, becn
due to the influence of improved sanitation which the advent and enforcement
of sanitary laws have brought about. The encouragement of free ventilation
and of cleanliness of person and surroundings, coupled with the earrying out
of measures to secure the unhampered access of sunlight, have probably done
more for the prevention and cure of the discase than all the purely medical
or surgical remedies put together. Fresh air and sunlight as applied to the
cure of phthisis pulmonalis have already saved hundreds of lives: properly
applied to the prevention of that disease they would, it is certain, prevent tens
of hundreds of cases of illness. Generations have been allowed to grow up
in the midst of eonditions in which tuberculosis conld not help but flourish.
In Etockport the arrangement of houses in “ eourts " is one which is bound
from its very nature to interfere with the free cirevlation of air and the proper
access ol sunlight. The inside of the court is a more or less stagnant pool of
air, in which the odours of privy-middens, ashpits, slops, &e., are concen-
trated. For some time now I have been making inquiries into the oceurence
of deaths in the numerous *“ courts ™ of this town. but until it is possible to
make an extended inquiry, taking a special census of the court-dwellers
and those living in the open streets off which the “ eourts " open, and noting
amongst other things their length of residence in the * courts,” nothing can
be advanced but pure conjecture. It is my hope to be able to do this, with
the consent of your Sanitary Committee, before very long now.
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The following table is carried forward from previous years and demon-
strates practically how tuberculosis attaches itself to certain houses despite
measures of disinfection and cleansing.

List showing localities in which deaths from pulmonary consumption
have oceurred in the same house in succeeding years :—

s T R~ R -
Situation of house. O e 2 8 8 & &8 B
— — i o | o | =i = = i

Manchester Road (House A) ... 2

do. do. (I_[misc ) oo v ca
Old Road ....... SRR R I
DIOry BOPRe voiiiesosyiimine st e 1

oy
. -
= [
*

Bentley Street ............ o 1 |
Reulben Streat ...ovvvivvvnnn- 1
Grafton Street .......... ... - 1 -

-
m|_|.|_||_||...-l—l:
¥

Hilen Streat ........cconvevees

Chorlton Street .....cooee..... 1 1 :
1o iy [ e e
Rowland Street............... et

Smith Street (House A) ... 1 e s T
dnosile, SToneadiy c G e DRI SN L L 1 1

Bronasiele SUeab . ooaiiie was i ana wes s i S L
Travis SIreed ....cccvcevieenaes i e
Wellington Road North ... ... ... ... ... T R R |
Great Egerton Street ...... 1 1
Heaaton Lane..... cocccevmiens e 1 1 i
Bridgefield Etrect o S o T LR e
Huwden T v e A KPS| LS. i TR o R

Chatham Btreet .......... SEDD e = 1

)

RE TR T 2 o S (RS .
Stopford Street .............. e R R S S i e

Grenville Street...coovvvveeen. ... 1 1
Lomag Streeb......ccccvvveene .ne 1 1

James Street. . .............. 1 g A N T R 1

e T | e e SR J Rt
Osborne Road ......cccoovnve ... [ M ot 1

R ONERCOTIE - oy ynaina v s PR e R S R L e e 1

B B e e e

Brinksway (House A} 1 o e R e S
do. (Houes By ...... .. . : |EEE T S T

Bast Street (House -&} ...... 1l i

B

do. do. (House B)...... 1 1

do. do. (House (C)...... 2
Moza Bireel  ....o.-vinviioness | A 1
Chestergate ......c..ccoo..ne. - e ;) A ;
Liottery Btreet ............... By 1 -

By Bank. . 1
Dialstone Lane ............... ] 1
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o & pe s & — ol
Situation of house. g 'S o @ 2.8 BIE
— — — — —i — =i =i =
Grimshaw Street ..... ... 2 3 g St
Rosemary Lane (House "1.} o 1 [t
do. do (House By o iipis s 1 [
Churchgate 2 s ranL
Adward Blrest ..iiiinin ¢ e DR SRR R PO S TS R T
Middle Hillgate... s TR A ot s S 2
High Street {f[ﬂll‘iﬁ *'i} ...... T S e e HE
do. do. (House B) ... .. | ST e
London Pl-lcu (House A)... ... L 1 : :
do. {IIntISL B} 1 1
Tatton Slﬁrevt etEsae ) IS BN S e L -
Adlington Bquare o..oianit  wl i ae 1 T R e
Angel Street . £ R i) | I
German ST.ILE:'E 1 1 1 : -
Shaweross Street .......... . 1 1 Lo

Infant Mortality.

The total number of deaths in children under one year of age during 1902
was 477, a number equal Lo 183 per thousand children born. In other words
more thau one-sixth of the children born failed to survive the first year of
life. This figure, though a steadily decrsasing one, and one which is now
lower than it has ever been, is sfill greatly in excess of that of the eountry
generally, and is still deplorably large, even for a manufactaring town.

'The chief cause of this high death-rate amongst infants is maternal
ignorance and neglect finding its effect in early weaning, injudicious hand-
feeding, and Iack of proper eare in the general management of infants.

Another and large contributing cause is, in my opinion, the employment
of female labour in factories, leading in many cases to premature confinement
and the death of the immature infant thus horn.

The following figures giving the causes of death in infants during 1902
appear to confirm the opinions 1 have just stated :—

Deaths.
DIarThoen] EIBOEER o v sy dins sie s s a s 46
Inflammation of Stomach or Intestines ...... 41
Atropby, Debility, 'Wﬂstmg ..................... 88
Premature Birth.. e
Plalaliby nt Bl o i g LD
EIENIRION - o e S S S e
(8ot alg 11120 £ o [ R e T i 315
Acute Bromchibie. .. oo snuin s s 0
Broncho-pnenmonis -.2...cccoiciiiinesmsamsanss B2
Toberenlar IMESRSAR. ... cooiiiin Siversransnaine
Whooping Clongh o cnmesnansl e Sl
1S G DaTIRes .o F":’
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As in most other matters connected with the public health, the greatest
evil of all is the ignorance which prevails amongst not merely the poorer
classes, bub to an almost equal extent in the classes which one would expect
to find educated in matters connected with the hygiene of infaney. Such
ignorance dies hard and it is only with the very greatest difficulty that one
ean break down and supplant the old-established and harmful notions whieh
are rooted in the minds of both ol1 and young mothers. The yvoung mothers
are almost invariably found most rational and amenable to suggestion and
correction.

I am more than ever hopeful that the system of employing well-educated
ladies to visit inotheis at their homes and instruet them by demonstration
and verbally in the feeding and general management of infants will prove
the means of preventing a very great and an increasing number of deaths
in young infants, For the prevention of those deaths due to premature
labour one must look again to edueation, but more so still to legislation. The
employment of female labour in factories should be restricted in such a
manner as to prevent women continuing at their work, as they frequently
do, until a few days before their confinement.

The occurrence of 20 deaths of infants from whooping eough was due to a
eontinuance of the outbrenk of that disease alluded to in my last Annual
Report, whilst some of the deaths aseribed to bronchitis and broncho-
puewonia were most probably due to the same thing, these diseases being
very commmon sequele of whooping cough.

It is somewhat singular to have to record no less than 21 deaths of infants
from tubercular diseases, and more unusual still to have to report that in five
of these 2ases the deaths were due to tubereulosis of the lungs or pulmonary
consumption.

The only pleasant thing to record in this connection is the fact that the
rate of infant mortality shows a gradual and persistent decrease of late years
as witness the following figures :—

Death-rate

Year. Deaths under 1 year. per 1,000 Births.
1891 LG et s ¥ aairy 522 T b S 224
FRAB e i e 199
1893 iRl e T P R 229
1894 S T T b I e e 192
1895 e SR 251
BBOG.  sias e e R P 189
1oy s e T e B i e 214
L e e R TTILE e 231
1 1 T e 518 R 221
112101 R e P 467 AT S : 208
1901 e A e 431 R e e 197
112 R o e e R R e e 183
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I am hopeful tnat by a continuation of the efforts which are now being
made in the direction of educating the publie, together with an improvement
in the sanitary environments, pautmularl} of the poor, this rate will ere lnug
be down to 150 per thauswd or even less. Until that happy point is
reached the infant mortality must be regarded as a blot upon the publie health
character of the town.

Deaths in Cellar-dwellings.

There are now about 150 cellar-dwellings in the town, all of which conform
to the provisior.s of the Public Health Aet, 1875. The population inhabiting
these dwellings numbers about 400, and consists, I think it might be said,
entirely of aged or infirm couples, or young married people in reduced
circumstances and with one or two young children. The deaths which have
occurred in these cellar-dwellings during the past eight years are tabulated
herewith. It is striking to note amongst these the number of deaths of very
young children—a fact which may be due to the unfitness of such dwellings
to support infant life, or to the ignorance of health laws, which so often
accompanies extreme poverty.
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raRrwrT IX.

DEPARTMENTAL.

District Inspectorial Work.

It is impossible to give more than a skeleton or outline of the work done
by vour district sanitary staff during the year, but some idea of it may be
gathered from the following statement which deals only with the work of the
district inspectors. The system of having special inspectors for certain
classes of work has proved an admirable one in practice, and has resulted
in the greatest benefit to the department, to property-owners, and to the
public generally. The work of the special inspectors and of the female in-
spectors is detailed under separate beadings later in this report.

All the distriet inspectors have the Sanitary Institute or other equivalent
certificate. They report daily in writing to your Medical Officer of Health
and take their instructions from him as to work to be done, ete.

I

No.1 | No. 2 No. 3 | | No. 4 ‘

Distriet |Distriet Distriet Dmtucﬁ‘ Total.
I
i e S Ny i e |
Comrramrs BecErven....... . |44 * 55 40 ‘ 32 ‘ | 258
I

IxsprecTiOoNs Mapi, | l
Dwelling-houses ............| 186 161 | 154 | 185 | 146 | 732
Cellar Dwellings ............ S A 28 | 24 47
sommon Lodging-houses... . 125 | 128 68 | 142 | 466
LT PO (igh R (B O T e R i 35
Courts and Yards ........... .| 189 | 238 | 817 | 116 | 424 l 1284
Privy Middens ......ccocveee 912 | 871 | 788 | 410 929 | 8910
DISINAZE  cvoveerenrereennens. 85 | 185 | 138 | 81 | 134 | 618
Miscellaneous .............| 102 105 209 53 130 | 629

Ixrectious Disase. | i |
Cases inquired into ........| 84 | 223 | 101 | 67 | 196 | 671
Cases removed to Hospital. 33 | 108 53 37 79 | 310
Houses Disinfected ......... ! a6 200 | 95 59 | 133 | 503

Persons Bathed and Disin- | |
SdER A % | 4 i - 26 ] 100
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No.1 | No. 2 ‘ No. 3 No. 4
| Distriet| District)  District | District| Total.
| | |
? i R e
Privies, WarerCrosers, &c | | |
Privies Repaired ............ | 26 5 o e 12 30 109
» Converted to W.C.’s | 388 144 | 102 47 123 748
MisceLLANEOUS, i
Houses Cleansed & Papered, |
or Limewashed ........, 12 | 48 16 34 36 141
Overcrowding of Houses |
Abated...........c00uuene.. [ | 2 | 4 3 2 11
Houses  Repaired  alter |
PHORIOR oo e vvs i miainans [y 56 9 34 53 152
Yards, Courts or Passages
pavel or repaired ...... T 35 65 15 24 196
Yards, Courts or Passages |
drained ............ . ] 62 | 42 | 26 41 | 215
Accumulations removed ... | 3 23 10 15 3 o4
Animals improperly kept ... 5 T (| 2| 16 6 54
House Drainage Tested.. ... 43 12 5 5 13 78
a3 Repairedor |
Reconstructed ......... | 910 134 90 60 157 651
Notices (informal) Served... | 142 | 139 | 162 | 80 | 184 | 657

The following statement, prepared at my request by District Inspector
Child, shows the proportion of work done by means of moral suasion as
compared w.th that whiech had to be enforced by legal notice,
some cases magisterial proceedings. The figures all refer to conversion of
insanitary privy middens.

A.-——Work done without service of any legal notice :——

Privies convetfed to w.e.'8 ....iiciiis siiiiiaens caiieas 211
Additional w.e.'s provided to bring accommodation

up to required sufficiency ............cocoiveenn. 14
Privy middens demolished and rebuilt .................. 87
Privy middens converted to w.c.'s and dry ashpits... 27
Plustibios provdet]. ©. i i niassss s~ 109

B.—Work in which legal notice, &c., was required.

Privies convertad $0 W.e.'8 ...ccccsarsinassnsnnmensmsnsises 100
Additional w.e."s provided ........ceecieiverrraciesieninens 8
Privy middens demolished and rebuilt ............... 35
Privy middens converted to w.c.'s and dry ashpits... 19

Eraak bins proyidpes v, i rasenissanssinpanapmnsnsnes 54

and

in
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This means that in two-thirds of the work done by this inspector in this
connection it was not necessary to resort to even preliminary legal notices.
In the case of the other inspectors equally good results could be recorded.

During the year the Sanitary Committee were acked by the Sanitary In-
stitute whether they were prepared to grant facilities to persons desirous of
qualifying as sanitary inspectors to accompany the staff ou their official
rounds. The Committee acceded to the requestand approved the following
regulations drafted by your Medical Officer of Health.

County Borough of Stockport.
REGULATIONS FOR CANDIDATES DESIRING TO ACCOMPANY
SANITARY INSPECTORS ON THEIR OFFICIAL ROUNDS.

1. No person shall accompany any of the inspectors unless and until he
has received the sanction of the Medical Officer of Health in writing, the
Medical Ofticer of Health having power to cancel this permission without
notice at any time.

2. Any person desiring to accompany an inspector shall, piior to so
doing, give an undertaking in writing that he wiil oot disclose in any
manner whatever anything which comes to his knowiedge concerning any
persons or premises visited or anything connected with the Sanitary Depart-
ment or its workings.

8. No person under the age of 21 years shall, under any cireumstances,
accompany any of the i1aspectors.

4. No such person accompanying an inspector shall, if the slightest
objection be offered by the owner or occupier to his entering any premises,
persist in entering such premises,

0. No person sha'l enter any premises in pursuance of this scheme unless
accompanied by a sanitary inspector,

6. In the event of any such person desiring to assist in the removal of
any case of infectious disease he shall immediately prior to so doing obtain
the express sanction of the Medical Ollicer of Health. No person who has

not beeu suecessfully revaceinated shall be allowed to assist in this particalar
work.

7. No inspector shall reccive any fee from any person accompanying him
on his rounds except with the sanction of the Medical Officer of Health,

8. Itis to be understood that the fact of having accompanied an inspector
of this department on his rounds will not give a candidate any preference
whatever should he at any time apply for a position under the Sanitary Com-
mittee of the Corporation.
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9. All persons accompanying a sanitary inspector shall conform to all
the rules and regulations of thz Sanitary Department for the time being in
force.

10. In any question not eovered by the preceding articles the decision of

the Medical Ofticer of Health shall be final.

Report by Female Sanitary Inspectors to
Medical Officer of Health

of Special Work done during 1g02.

Cleansing of Floors and Bedding.—In addition to the number of
* Houses Cleansed” mentioned in the Repors, many others might be
mentioned where, alter several revisits, we get the floors und bedding
cleansed. Through neglect caused by illness, idleness, or outside work, one
frequently finds that these have been allowed to get into a filthy state, and
50 they remain, until it is pointed out to the woman of the house that this
condition of things cannot be allowed to continue. In some ecases we have
induced the people to get entirely new and clean bedding and to destroy the
dirty straw on which they and their ehildren have been sleeping. I have just
had a case of this kind in Tatton Street. where 5 girls, two of whom were
working for their parents, were allowed to sleep altogether on one ahsolutely
rotten straw mattress. There was no reason for this state of things, but
carelessness aud neglectfulness, as the father is in regular work on the rail-
way : after several visits, however, the parents last week bought three new
bedsteads with spring mattresses and new bedding for all.

In another case in Peter Street, Portwood, the house and bedding had
got into a filthy state because the woman worked out all day. The whole
family of 6 slept in one bed. There were two bedrooms, and the other one
only requiring glass putting in the window to make it fit for use ; the landlord
willingly repaired this. window, and after many visits the woman was
persuaded to stay at home and look after things herself. The house was
cleansed, fresh bedding bought, aud a bed put up in the other bedroom for
the children, The house has been kept cleaner ever since.

In some cases we found a number of dirty houses in one court (as for
example happened in Thrush Court, Cider Court, and Cooper’s Court). We
made a kind of raid on the Court and enforced a general cleaning all round,
and as a result the owners of the property have come here to tell us that
they had noticed a great impiovement in the eleanliness of the houses since
our visits, and that they were grateful for what we had done.

Cases such as these take up much of our time, as, even after we have once
secured a thorough cleansing, supervision is necessary Lo ensure the im-
provement being maintained. :
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Various notices to landlords to repair and limewash dilapidated walls have
been readily complied with, only excepting some eases where the state of the
house has been so bad that the owners prefecred to close it temporarily
rather than spend money on it. Beveral houses have, however, been re-
paired and made habitable when they had got into a very bad condition ;
e.g., 2, Lomas Court, where the roof, floors, and walls were in a dangerous
state ; this house was thoroughly repaired after notice and made habitable ;
Lloyd’s Court, where the floors were broken these were reflagged, and the
doors, which were oft their hinges, were replaced ; and numercus other cases
of the same deseription.

Overcrowding.— We have found a good many cases of overcrowding to
such a degree as to be dangerous to health, but we have often been able to
get these remedied without a written notice. When it is suggested that a
larger house will bs beneficial to health and advantageous in other ways,
the tenants as a rule become interested in the idea and take pains to find
a better dwelling. In the worst cases cther methods have to be used, but we
have never failed in getting any bad case of overcrowding remedied before
it was necessary to resort to legal proceedings. The following are examples
of such cases :—

2, Brooks’ Court —A two-roomed house (very small rooms) ; six in the
family ; all sleeping in one room ; these people removed within a week, and
the next tenants took this house and the one adjoining, as a single dwelling,
after first thoroughly cleansing and limewashing both.

6, Etchells Street.—A three-roomed house, where we found two families
of three living ; the house was in a most filthy condition ; the house was
eleansed at once, and the three lodgers left the town in a fortnight’s time.

Moss Street.—Family of 5 (sleeping in one bedroom), consisting of
mother, three grown-up sons and a davghter aged 17. Another bedroom, not
fit to use at the time of visit, was repaired, and a small bed bought and put

up.

2, Mowbray Street —Single house, one bedroom oceupied by man and
wife and three lodgers ; these last were prevailed upon to remove in thiee
days.

In some cases the tenants have themselves come to ask our help in gebting
rid of ¢ lodgers.” 1In one such case a young married couple had, in a two-
roomed house, the husband’s mother and four daughters, who had taken up
their abode there apparently against the wish of the tenants. After a notice
had been served these five lodgers removed themselves within two days,
and the house has ever sinee been clean and comfortable.

In many eases where we have been able to eftect the removal of a family
from a dirty overcrowded house into cleaner and more airy quarters we
have noticed a great improvement in the habits of the people, at any rate for
a time. As an instance of this we may quote that of a house in Edge Court
which we found in a filthy overcrowded condition, the woman being of
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drunken habits, After three weeks or so, during which many revisits were
paid, she removed to a larger house ; the walls were repaired and lime-
washed ; she became steadier, cleansed the house thoroughly, bought new
furniture, and made a respectable home. We have had many zases of this
description, and generally find that the removal into a better house has a
good eftect on the domestic habits and self-respect of the tenants.

Female Outworkers.—Out of 140 visited we found only four working
under unhealthy conditions, and three of these were furpullers. The re-
wainder, principally hat trimmers, were respectable women living in houses
rented at 5s. or Gs. a week.

The following are the cases where the women were working under un-
healthy conditions :-—-

5, Gorsey Brow.—A small three-roomed dilapidated house ; five in the
family ; the woman worked in a small back room upstairs. When visitel,
she was ill and unable to work, and on her recovery she gave up working in
the house.

11, Rosem Lane.—A four-roomed house, seven in che family ; the
woman was working in the back room upstairs on my first visit. This room
was open to the staircase. and the whole house was full of the fur from the
work, she was very anxious to be allowed to go on working as her husband
has only a small wage ; he was going to put up a shed in the yard for her
to work in. I revisited when the shed was put up. The size of it was about
180 cubie feet ; the walls were composed of rotten planks (obseuring the
seullery window), and floored with the same (covering in the sink waste pipe
and gully). Reported this to the Medical Officer of Health, who declared it
quite unfit to work in ; he gave the woman leave to work in the room up-
stairs for a time, provided that she kept the house clean and well ventilated.
Since then the house has been well kept, the window in the workroom always
open ; and the bedding has been thoroughly cleansed this last week.

10, Rosemary Lane.—A two-roomed cellar dwelling ; inhabited by a
family of four ; two women working in the back cellar at fur-pulling. The
owner has agreed to cleanse the walls and to have a window in the back
room made to open, when there will be good through ventilation by the two
windows. The fourth case nas now given up work. '

Inspection of Infant Schools.--This year we were invited by the Secre-
tary of the Headmistresses’ Association (at one of their first meetings) to
visit the Infant Schools at any time and inspect the children, the teachers at
the same time undertaking to report any dirty or neglected children to us.
We have been able to do a good deal of work in this divection, the Mistress
of St. Thomas' Schocl in particular having drawn our attention to many
unclean homes from which the mothers have sent their children in a dirty
and verminous state to school. We have also found, on inspecting children’s
classes, cases of ringworm, sore heads, discharging ears, etc., which had
escaped the notice of the teachers, and we have had these children sent
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home. We also notice, in some sehools visited ragularly, an improvement
each month in the cleanliness and general appearance of the children, a3
the parents try to avoid having their children picked out for special notice
of the kind just mentioned.

Lessons on Infant Hygiene given to the Girls’ Classes at Elementary
Schools.—This work has been very successful this winter, 83 lessons having
been given, aad two new schools added to the list of those where this subject
is taken. A few of the sehools, having taught the subject for some years,
do not cave for any supervision of the bmehmﬂ but most of the teachers
like to have the opportunity of gleaning fresh ideas on the subject
oeccasionally. Both girf& and tenchers have taken much interest in the lessons,
and I know of some cases where the girls have carvied their knowledge
hyme, aad many of the mothers are beginning to wish to have the “new-
fashioned” boat-shaped tubeless bottle, after hearing of it from their
children. Bo far as the girls themselves are concerned, the majority of
them show such intelligenee and interest, that one feels quite sure they will
remember the lessons and benefit by them in later years.

Advice to Mothers on Feeding Infants.—These cases arve difficult to
deal with, as the mothers are not always ready to adopt any difterent
methods of feeding their ehildren from those they have learnt from their own
mothers and grandmothers. In some cases, however, advice has been taken,
and improvement resulted. e have found some infants from three weeks
old and upwards being fed on bread in addition to the proper food, and have
persuaded the mothers to discontinue this. We often give advice as to the
food of older children, too, with good results ; e g., a case in Swann Street,
which has been un{ler supervision for about two years. All the five chilrlren
were unhealthy and always suffering from indigestion and diarrheea ; they
were fed chiefly on bread and butter and “s.ewed” tea with no milk in,
The woman took my adviee about giving milk, oatmeal porridge, ete., and
everyone of the children is healthy now.

So far the work just commenced of visiting houses where births have
rocently occurred, and of which information is obtained from the birth
returns, has been satisfactory. The mothers rezeive the eards with interest
and have been able to benefit by them ; they never resent inquiries as to
the health of their infants, and a gr.:rr::rd pumber of mothers who have lo feed
them artificially have received adviee gratefully. Many of these eases will
be followed up, and revisited during the summer months.

Deaths from Diarrhcea.—Out of 40 cases visited only three of the
children had been breast-fed for any length of time, and of these the causes
of death were attributed to (1) sudden weaning a fortnight before death to
cows’ milk and bovril ; (2) eaught diarrhea from the mother ; (3) sudden
weaning to unsuitable food a month before death.  About 600 diarrheea
leaflets have been distributed in the worst parts of the town.

Infirmary Recommends.—We have found these very useful, both as an
aid to our influence among the poor, and also in helping * disabled” and
poverty- stricken women to regain health and strength, after which we have
found marked improvement in the cleanliness of the howne and the children.
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We have also been able to get some cases of rickety and consumptive
children placed under proper medical treatment by means of these ; one bad
case of rickets in a child of three years, which I have had under supervision
for about nine months, is now in the Infirmary after being treated for a long
time at home, and they expect she will be eured. Another case, of a school
girl who appeared to be consumptive, so improved under treatment that she
15 now fit for school again. Arnother case, a boy with ulcerated legs and who
was unable to walk or attend school for three months, was cured and now
attends school. A woman with bad eyesight, improved very much under
treatment, and is able now to keep her house much cleaner.

Police-aided Clothing Association.--We have heen able to bring a
number of deserving cases before the eommittee which were not known to
the police. The Schocl Attendance Officers have notified several cases of
great poverty to us, and respectable people, who have been in temporary dis-
tress, have been helped with elothing; also some cascs of negleet have
through this work been discovered and reported to the N.8.P.C.C., and
the parents dealt with by their inspeetor.

The Visiting of non-notifiable Infectious Disease.—We have had many
cases of sore heads reported from the schools, and these cases generally re-
quire revisiting and adviee, whilst in some lad cases personal help and
supervision has been necessary to get anything done. We have also found
a number of eases of measles and whooping cough where the other
children were either at school, er playing in the street with others, or in
other ways risking the spread of infection ; and as it is very often ten days
or a fortnight before the cases are notified to us, we cannot do much to
prevent it. As the Epidemic Grant is discon'inued under the new Act, the
notifications have lallen oft considerably in the last few months. One master
sa'd that ** they were not obliged 1o send them in, and he had not time to
bother with them :” others have premised the continuance of the notifica-
tions as a favour to the Sanitary Department. This is a state of things
which it is hoped will shortly be remedied.

Miss L. Muis. F. Total.
InspEcTIiONS MaDpe.
Dwelling-houses .......ccovvenveennes 1,483 .00 9617 ... 4,050
Cellar Dwellings ..........ccvenrennns d 88 . 37
] it e R e o R e 81 ... 1 S 4
Vaceinations Dressed ............... i - “Z b e 50
Deaths from Diartheea............... 16 ... 2 ¥ I 40
InrFeCTIOUS DISEASE.
Cases inguired into .....ccoevenene. i 5 T4 ..o CLB2K
MIisCELLANEOUS.
Houses Cleansed and Papered, or
Enmempehad: .o e 126 ... 86 ... 212
T T 4 L T . S L 156
Overcrowding of Houses Abated... 1D-- .. A RS 292
Houses Repaired after Notice ...... 10- i iR 56

Accumulations Removed ...... ..... ey 23 32
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Miss H. Mrs. F. Total.
Animals Improperly Kept ......... | T — 1
Notices (informal) Served ......... 17 1 SRS SOR | B 257
Lectures to School Children ...... a7 s B s i
Recent Births Visited ............... 14 ... 1 PR 25

Legal Proceedings.

In the following statement an outline is given of the prosecutions under-
taken by the Department during the year. It is regrettable to have to record
such a large number as compared with previous years, but whilst our aim
is to get everything done which is necessary for the protection of the public
health without resort to legal proeeedings, it is not always possible to do this
and still maintain the prestige of the Department. A well-considered
prosecution has, even if unsuccessful, frequently a most useful tonic eftect,
and it has often been our aim not to punish people for a transgression of the
law, but to advertise the limits of the law to the public at large.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS DURING THE YEAR 1902.

OFFENCE. RESULT. AMOUNT OF FINES, &{.‘.
£ s d
Selling adulterated milk ......... Convieted | 5 0 0 and costs and advo-
cate's and analyst’s fee.
do. do. S do. 1 0 0 do.
do. i 1 B do. 010 0O do.
do. do. do. 010 0 do,
do. do. do. 010 0 do.
do. A do. 010 0 do.
do. T do. 010 0 do.
do. do o do. 010 0 do.
do. 7 P do. 010 0O do.
do. di: e do. 010 0 do.
do. do. B do. 010 o do.
do. do. do. 0 10 O and eosts and advo-
cate’s fee.
do. do. e do. 010 0 and costs and
' analyst's fee.
do. do. do. 0 5 0 do.
do. do. L do. 0 2 6 do.
do. 7 S R do. Costs.
do. do. ceeeeeeer] Withdrawn | Costs.
do. do. e do.
do. Al | aeeesas Dismissed
do. k[ AR do.
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OFFENCE. RESULT. AMOUNT OF FINES, &U.
Selling  adulterated baking £ 8 d
POWAEr ...eecevecresiesneniees:] Conviected | 0 5 0 and costs and advo-
cate’s and analyst’'s fee
and cost of certificate.
Selling adulterated jam ......... do. Costs and analyst’s fee.
do. o | do. do.
do. i | do. do.
do. malt vinegar | do. 1 0 0 and costs and advo-
E cate’s and analyst’s fee.
do. do. | do. L 0 0 do.
Selling margarine for butter......| do. 010 0 do.
Selling margarine without |
proper label attached ......| do. Costs.
Exposing margarine without |
label attached.......coovnennes ! do. 10 0 0 and costs and advo-
i cate’s fee or one month.
Exposing unsound plums for |
BN e sneeme s | - VigHNIESE
Exposing unsound fish for sale | Convicted | One month hard labour.
Willully obstrueting Food and
Drugs Inspector...... ....... do. 0 10 0 and costs or 14 days.
Emitting black smoke from mill
phRIeY oo do. Costs and order made to abate
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
do. do. do. do. do.
Allowing unregistered house to |
be occupied by lodgers...... do. 0 10 0 and costs or 14 days.
Allowing couples to sleep in
one room without the same
being screened ............... g do. 1 6 do.
do. do. _ do. 010 0 do.
Failure to have house registered
as & common lodging house | do. 0 10 0 and costs.
do. do. do. 0 10 0 and costs.
Failure to cleanse and lime-
wash dwelling house....... . do. 2 0 0 and costs and advo-

1
|

cate’s fee.
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i Loizaa .
OFFENCE, RESULT. AMOUNT OF FINES, &c.
i !
! 85 4
Failure to provide cesspool and |
reconstruct drainage ......... . Convicted 1 0 0 and costs and advo-
| cate’s fee and order made
to do work.
Failure to reconstruct drainage | Withdrawn, | Costs.
‘owWner promis-|
ing to do |
 necessary |
| work |
Stopping up and improperly
HsiBg W.el8 L ' Convieted | 0 5 0 and costs.
do. do. do. 0 5 0 and costs.
do. do. Dismissed
do. do. do.
do. do. | do.
do. do. | do.
Using unregistered shed as a |
slanghter house . Convicted | 0 10 0 and costs.
do. do. _ do. {} 10 0 and costs.
Being the owner of unsound | ,
BOBAE: o e e - do. 10 0 0 and costs for each
: ; ‘ quarter (2) and advocate's
' fee, two veterinary sur-
' geons’ fees and specialist’s
fee.
do. do. | do. 10 0 0 and costs and advo-
| eate's and veterinary sur-
| geon's fee or two months’
: hard lahour.
Having unsound meat axpcami |
foraale oo Gadanea | do. 8 0 0 and costs and advo-
’ ! cate's and veterinary sur-
| | surgeon’s fee.
Having unsound meat in pos- |
session....... SRS R do. "1 0 0 and costs for each
uarter (2).
do. do. - do. 3 0 do.
Failure to notify authority that | Withdraw n,
a diseased carcase was on | person con-
his premises ..................| ceraed being
| fined for a
cognate of-
fence com-
mitted  at
same time.
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The Isolation Hospitals.
I.—DIALSTONE LANE

Occupies an area of 3 acres 1 rood at the junction of Dialstone and Cherry
Tree Lanes. The subsoil is yellow boulder clay.

Cost :—
£ = d
Cost of Buildings ......... 7079 13 4
Cost of Site ......c.cccvenenes 1346 14 O
Cost of Furnishing......... 1822 8 1 to Dec. 31st, 1902

The hospital was opened for the reception of patients in 1881.

The following tables contain a statement of the work done by this hospital
since 1588,

CASES TREATED FrRoM 1888 1o 1901 1NeLusive, IN THE TWO HOSPITALS.

1888 18589 [H90 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902
Bmallpox98 0 1 0 6 22 26 2 1 0 0 0 6 1 &6
Searlet

Fever.. 85 36 91 382 26 127 148 100 247 249 79 52 219 385 877
Tenbuas & 0 0 O 1 0 0 0 0 O ¢ 0 0 O 0O
Enterie...12 14 22 15 16 85 20 37 34 35 5H3 31 70 36 18
Diph-
thewig... 0 00 & o & %] B 1 1 TSR S, U (R | [,
Other
Digepses.. 1 16 4 0 O 1 o0 1 o 0 O 1 5 1 O

149 66 120 48 51 244 185 140 293 284 132 86 302 423 351

PAYMENTS EY PATIENTS.

£ s d. £ s d. £ s d.
1868 ......... 10B 4 6| 1893 ......... 122 12 0| 1898 ......... 264 14 1
1112121 SRS 500 10 9|1894 ......... 150 9101899 ........362 15 0O
ABB0 .. ... 182 T4 6 | 183D .-....... 176 15 4 | 1900 .....o0s0 1474 14 6
1301 ISR | e (R 1 (1511 3] e, 191 8B 11 |-1901 ......... 639 0 2
1892 ..o IB0-28 6| 18T ...venses 31911 3| 1902 ......... 292 18 0

Total in 18 years—£4 061 16s. 2d.
NETT COST OF MAINTENANCE.

£ & d £ = d : & & d.
1 T . 715 0 211898 ........1992 8 1111898 ........1816 T 8
ABER .crienss 864 13 0| 1894 ........ 181812 0] 1899 ......... 924 5 2
1890 ....c000n 606G 16 2| 1895 ......... 1187 & 11 | 1900 ... 389 5 5
P i 928 6 2| 1896 ......... 1 S T e ) 1 3 0 RS 3113 14 11
1892 ........ . 509 19 811897 ......... 1592 9 6| 1902 ......... 9598 0 4
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EXPENDITURE ON HOSPITAL ACCOUNT EROM JANUARY 1lsr,
TO DECEMBER 31st, 1902,

DIALSTONE LANE.

£ s d.
LT S Y e e e e e 829 7 11
Food, Stimulants, and Drugs ...c..ocoiiiisiiiiennnnnn. 337 19 8
Coal, Coke, Gas, and Water ........ R S 266 6 10
Rates and Tithe Rent Charges  .....ocov covveverannnn. 68 2 9
OIS un sttt rie e g e 76 19 10
Sorvices of Batra HUBES .vvcvvvvrevivrrerrenerieennn nes 54 4 8
Dress Material and Drapery  ...ooivvivinimmmiinciionn.. 24 5 9
Deputations’ BXpenses ........ccorcesnriniricireiicaiann. 20 8 &
Medieal Assistance (Locum Tenens) .................. 16 8 @
Pelonlnne Bank : s dieis it e 13 8 0
Hedstemﬂﬂ s i T e ke e SR 12 2 6
Stabling and Keep of Horses ......c.oovvvvvvvvveneeee. 20 0 0
Harness ...... S v e g o
Premiums on Tnsurance {"—Eept{ennml P:}lmy} PO SN | o e o |
(1P 3 7 N R CEwr ot 4 B S o 8 RN T R e
B e e e L B
Ironmongery, Utensils, &C.....cooeivaens v ove o vrnennen. T14 5
Crockery . 6 19 11
Stationery, Pnnlmg and ﬁdvertlsmg OESrres A  [1R) LrE |
Pressure Recording Gauge.......cocrrerirmiinesisnnsssanes 9 4 8
Providing and Fi:-:ing Water Meter ...........cc...... 9 6 9
T e e e e e R e 8 0 0
IR BRI . e e e T B ST e e et 3% 2
MIsOAHANSOME ...vnis ersarserpars s sssrss st s sy 97 14 3

- 2498 6 T

WHITEHILL

Wages ...... e e 12 [ |12 [ |
Food, Sl:lmula,nts. and Druga e e 74 18 11
Gas, Gm! Coke. and Waer - . ool snidivmnneas o 99 =@ i
R s i B S o 9515 5
T 11 1 B e 1T B0
ibting np: MOtVOAET ooieus winsinirii sl 35 4 6
Converting into Smallpox Hospital ........cocvvevniine. 43 10 0
domery and PIambIng: .. woails sieimaiussanessiis 6 2 1
Pelaphone Berd . . B s e e 8 0 0
Bl EHsbarn: -0 it s e 813 4
|3 eike st I R e e e 63 14 9
Miscellaneous .......... R e U TR e we  SX 12 4

— 37211 9

£3870 18 4

Liess Amount Received for Treatment of Outside Patients ...... 272 18 0

——— —

£2508 0 4

e
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gﬁtt Dialstone Lane Hospital the following cases were treated during
1902 :—

Searlet fever .........oovoeiiiriiieninns 277
Typhoid fever ...oovssmimmiemasis. DD
FORhEHBRIR o da s L e 9

Tolal.....iwms 295

The acecommodation was seriously strained again, as in some previous
years, so much so, indeed, that your Hospital Sub-Committee have now
purchased a large plot of land immediately adjoining the present site, and
plans are (at the time of writing this report) almost completed for a consider-
able extension, including the erection of an isolation block for 8 beds, a scarles
fever block for about 56 beds, new servants’ block (with 22 bedrooms, kitchen,
dining-hall, stores, and other appurienances), new laundry and mortuary,

rter's lodge, &e., and a complete rearrangement of the present administrative

lock, so as to allow of quarters for a resident medical officer, more nursin
accommodation, &¢. The scheme is an excellent one, and all that is require
is that it should be pressed forward with the utmost possible dispatech. Your
Sanitary Committee is sparing no effort in this direction.

At the Disinfecting Station 11,654 articles have been disinfected by steam
or hot-air, whilst at the conjoined Bathing Station 100 persons have had dis-
infecting baths,






m ._m_.__ﬂ_mmudm_“ u.ann.—#u.uuw JO mwIinjag atn) ut m_ﬂ.m;.;uﬂ_ __uw.ﬁﬁ 218 sjuarle .mﬂﬁ.—.ﬂuﬁﬁw_ uﬂ—mm_im.”_“ﬁuum
G CE N CEY _ ﬂ
[ 8 1 0T 5 | BI
| i ..r.!l
a0l = s A9Is1(]
“
. s aua isa % I Rl L b _H_._.w;_ﬁ_ﬁ.qm_”
m |
=21 = ) H 8 “ EEE <t ket Wt Ll it Pk iy i -.._.l.—”Hr.m-Uw:m_.-.—”ﬂm
5 _
& _
ﬂ 1
o |
= “
et i B .—. _ ﬂ_. o _ “ww e “an aaw maa nEa s nEw LR ﬂ.—ﬂtﬂ..ﬂnm
" | _
_ _
| | _ o i
i 5 h T ST _ I m ﬂ._.u s pin aaa S . ua sen s . mﬂnﬁ.m.muh._ﬂ.——.w
| _
STGNa | S08TD .E_Ean___ gosun || smyeaq | seswny |tsmawacr | seswn
M b\ 5 L : -
ET R O Jsaa g ProfdiT, ASAS J01aB0Y wod g

(‘smavaa § axv susvo 0g) ‘SHITIMOHINV YHHIO J0 SINEIIVA



70 Year 1902.

Whitehill Hospital.

On the outbreak of smallpox in October this Hospital was put into use,
having always been maintained in a state fit for immediate use.

There were 57 cases of smallpox treated there during 1902.

It became necessary to erect three large temporary buildings of wood and
eorrugated iron, and particulars of these will be found in a speecial report on
smallpox recently issued.

Onee more Whitehill Hospital bas proved an inestimable boon to the
town, and has justified the remark so frequently made about it—that it is one
of the best investments ever made by the Sanitary Committee. When the
present epidemie is quite over I would suggest that two windows in the main
building, which, for some reason or another, have been bricked up inside by
the previous owner of the property, should be opened out once more, so as to
allow of better lighting and ventilation. I would also refer your Sanitary
Committee to a suggestion made in my reeent smallpox report as to the
adaptation of the stabling at the rear of the main building as a disint’mtinﬁ
and bathing station : there is a danger in sending smallpox patients, an
articles infected with smallpox, to Dialstone Lane Hospital to be disinfected,
and the time and labour thus lost is a considerable item.

Schools.

The number of childven now upon the school rolls in this town is 16,758,
or, roughly speaking, one-sixth of the total population. In my previous
annual reports (and more particularly in that for 1900), I have mentioned the
desirability of having a School Medical Officer to carry out certain most
important duties with the object of eontrolling the spread of infectious disease
in schools, of testing the eyesight and hearing of the children, and to advise
as to the formation of special classes for defective-minded or epileptic
chi'dren, and such as are deaf and dumb. May I respectiully commend
this question o your earnest consideration. I am quite sure that money
spent upon this would ultimately be for the benefit of the town as a whole.

Under the new Lducation Act the Article of the Eduecation Code under
which we were enabled to obtain from school teachers reports as to the
existence of nen notifiable, as well as, in a few cases, of notifiable infectious
disease, has been omitted, and there is not the same stimulus therefore for
school teachers te send us such reports. To put it plainly, there is now a
serious risk of it becoming a matter of indifterence to the teachers, now that
the epidemic grant has been aboelished, what amount of infectious sickness
occurs amongst their childien. Since the Education Act came into foree,
although only a few months have elapsed, the number of reports received
from school teachers has dwindled down to almost nil, and in cansequence of
that the Sanitary Department is deprived, not only of a most valuable aid
to the discovery of isolated cases of infectious disease, but of a system which
would frequently enable the department to nip an epidemic of measles,
whooping eough, or other disease in the bud. I desire to put it to your
Council, in the strongest termns possible, that unless some arrangement is
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made by the Education Committee with the school teachers to continue the
system which has worked so well for many years, the work of the Sanitary
Department in preventing the spread of infectious disease amongst school
children will be so crippled and handicapper as to be alnost useless. I believe
this is the feeling ot Medical Officers of [lealth throughout the entive country.

In this connection I desire to thank those school teachers (practically
the whole cf those in the town) for their courtesy in forwarding emly notice
of cases of infect'ous disease occurring amongst their scholars. The cases of
such disease which have been so reported ave as set out in the accompanying
table. All of them, with extremely few excepiions, have been visited by one
of your female inspectors.

CASES REPORTED BY HEADMASTERS AND HEADMISTRESSES
OF VARIOUS SCHOOLS.

No. of Children| No. of Children who were
Name of Disease. who actually | prevented from attending
suffered. School on azeount of
sufferers.
BB, .. G i s s i i s 2
Bearlet Faver.....cccocciviiiicinncns 64 G5
Typhoid Faver .....cccoviivciienan. 2
IBREHETIA ... o mrnvinaie 1 =
By T T T R e R S e s 413 69
Whooping Cough .......... ...... 320 250
NIMEDTE . oo v 267 185
G ] ) T s e e S | 121 | 85
S e e 25 15
it el Y 2 I
ERADPRTOINY. i o 3 6 ks S am s 100
BB RINOIR oo imsin v epsnnsases: 23
1L L T S e e 15
Bwollen Glands ........civoncveuesn. o)
POOTAIUIIIR iy vl i i b 148
b LT 151
T e a5
Bore Eyes ............ AR 15
0 1T 7 N S 4
Bore Mouth.........oociieiviinncannas 3
Bome eek. .. oovviiniiniicunsnniemiios 2
VT I R 1 ;
ey BOrBE. . ansyersen ) sunsasnsiss 4
3 1725 1177
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The extent to which these so-called minor infectious illnesses interfere not
only with school attendance, but also with the standard of health amongst
sehool children, may be gathered from the following claim from one single
school in the town for attendances lost during one school year :—

Mixed Department.

Boys.....cooinnanne SHOT attendances missed.
Gl e 4456 o i
- —— 8063 i i
Infants’ Department.
Boys.ccverincnnnens 9442 N *
Girls......c..c..... 2884 o -
T GSEB 1 1
Dotal..L... % 14889 ¥ o

Surely these figures demonstrate the need for some machinery to control
the spread of the commoner infectious illnesses in school children.

In this connection I should like to draw the attention of your Couneil to a
paper recently read before the Childhood Society by Dr. Arthur Newsholme,
in which he enters a strong protest against the attendance of children under
five vears of age at publie a;lr_mcr}tuly schools, In England and Wales, it
was pointed out, 10-9 per cent. of the total school children at all ages were
under five, 10-2 per eent were between five and six years of age, and only
4-7 per cent. were over thirteen years of age. The desire of mothers to g0
out to work and send their children to school out of their way is the chief
reason for this large attendance of very young children, and the evil is
augmented by s school authorities encouraging the practice, because it prevents
gu]a in the higher standards being kept at home to nurse the younger ones.
Dr. Newsholme states that the educational gain to such very young children
was nil, and that there was in fact an injurious strain on the brain and on the
evesight ; there was thus a serious waste of public money taking place—to
the extent of about £900,000 annually at a low estimate. The money thus
expended might be much more profitably used by spending it on technical
education or in keeping children at school from fourteen to fifteen vears of age.
A mcst important point for consideration was the fact that attendance
at school of children under five increased the prevalence of and the
mortality from such diseases as measles, whooping cough, scarlet
fever, and diphtheria. If the onset of these diseases could be delayed
until after the fifth year of life they would all be less fatal and thousands of
lives would undoubtedly be saved. Dr. Newsholme’s argument is sound,
practicable, and reasonable, and if the diffienlty could be met of safely
disposing of these young children during their mothers’ absence at work the
system advocated would quickly find favour.

The only school which it was necessary to close during the year 1902 was
Banks Lane Public Elementary School, which was affzeted by measles to
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such an extent during Novembler that it was deemed advisable to close it
from November 28th to December 18th. This period of closure was
immediately followed by the Christmas holidays, and atter re-opening
pi.‘ﬁ.-{':i-it.':u“:p' no extension of the u]._':niu;-tmnil_'. oceurred.

Complaints were received of offensive smells in a newly erected school,
and on inspection several drainage defects were discovered.

Refuse Collection and Disposal.

It is believed that there is now within the Borough the following
approximate number of various sanitary conveniences :—

Privy-middens .. ...... 45350 Fresh water closets ...... 6907
EEIVIEE cviiaeisnnnninssis i A0 Blop water closets ......... 706
Pail closets ... ... ...... 800 Dry ashpits.................. 1850
Movable dustbins ..... . 5385

No privies were construeted during 1902 1in connection with new buildings,
and no new privies were constructed in place of old.

In connection with new buildings 520 fresh water closets were erceted.

No less than 748 fresh water closets have been provided in place of old
and insanitary privy-middens during 1902, and of this number over 300 were
provided in Reddish alone. There still remains a large number of these
abominable and unhealthy structures. but at the present rate of progress the
whole of the privy-middens in the town should be abelished in about 10 or
12 years. The same diserimination as has always been used in selecting
only suitable cases for conversion is still maintained (vide Annual Report for

1901, pg. 110—113).

The following figures taken from the execellent Housing Handbook,
published by Councillor W. Thompson, of the Richmord Town Couneil
(Surrey), will be partizularly instructive to your Council as shewing that
the policy so steadily pursued in this town of abolishing the abominable and
insanitary privy-middens which abound to sueh an extent and replacing
them with water closets is one which will ultimately tell its tale in a reduced
death-vate, and particularly in a reduced death-rate from diarrhoeal diseases
and typhoid fever, The figures relating to 31 privy-midden towns include
only towss where the number of privy-middens exceeds 9 per cent. of the
population.

31 Privy-midden 25 Water Closet
Towns, Towns.
Populabion.....civsasssiasinns 3,651,086 7,763,661
Death-rate (all causes)...... 15 S : 166
Death-rate from Fever..... 1T : 0-14

Death-rate from Diarrhea el i 0-93



T4 Year 1902.

I am indebted to the Borough Treasurer for the following statement giving
t—}im :.-:~:p:=n{flltnm of the Cleansing Department for the year ending December
dlst, 10062,

NIGHTSOIL DEPARTMENT.

8 el
General Maintenance Account (including Capital Charges,
B2 B By o e 8866 9 11
Warth  Meadow (including Capital Charges,
L B T e i L s L A
Lieeg THOOMB 5 i iavanimnsannns 179 2 9
- " - - " " | 2 ]T 4
Whitehill (including Capital Charges, £98 14s. 5d.)............... 282 14 2
DAY DEPARTMENT,
General Maintenanee Account (including Capital Charges,
L8 o R e R e R et L 5127 12 5
£ 8 d
Nett Expenditure—Nightsoil Department .., 8844 9 9
- % Day Department ......... 5091 15 9

Refuse Destructor.

A sub-committee appointed for the purpose has recently concluded a round
of visits to various refuse Destruetors, and a report en the subject is, it is
understood, shortly to be produced. 1t i3 sincerely to be hoped that before
many months are past the town will have decided to dispose of its refuse in
the only sanitary manner open to them, namely, destruction by fire in a
properly adapted Refuse Destructor. Such a thing has been one of the
erying wants of the town for many years.

Results of Special Inspection of Water-closets.

There are at the present time about 6,000 fresh water-closets, in addition to
about 1,000 waste water-closets, and a smaller number of latrines of various
types.  About 20,000 inspections have been made of these various
forms of water-closets by Inspector Ashton, those situated in the
poorer parts of the town receiving special attention, some being visited
daily and a large number weekly., This action on the part of the
Sanitary Department was, as your Banitary Committee know, the
resulk of an opposition by property owners and agents to the
Corporation Aet of 1899 in which Aet power was obtained to
compel the abolition of privy middens and the substitution of waler-
closets—the property owners agreeing to withdraw their opposition to the
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clause on two conditions :— (1) That the Corporation would, in certain cases,
where the privy middens were not certified to be a nuisince, bear half the
cost of conversion, and (2) That the Sanitary Committee would appoint an
Inspector to pay special attention to water-closets and remedy without
charge any minor defects eaused by usage.

As a result of this special inspection it has been found that the minor
repairs most commeonly required have been as set out in the follcwing table,
in which the repairs necessitated in four differcnt dislriets have been sub-
divided. Distriets Nos. 1 and 2 are those in which gool class dwellings are
the rule : districts Nos. 3 and 4 are those in which the poorer class dwellings
preponderate.

DEFECTS FOUND IN WATER CLOSETS.

No. of District.

Nature of Defect. i 2. 3. 4.
L P R B 65 91 190 133
Dirtiness and Blockage of Basins and Traps ......... 28 34 83 34
e L B T e R S e S e e 4 15 25
Cistern Valves.........coiiisanee e R 26 30 64 50
N e e s esian wne ik sy maivs 18 17 5 30
T B LT e R O e e e 9 15 35 17
T R B e e e 1 2 3
BN PIOE osisediissanmsmbrmsrssis i iiymames nasadin -~ ead 2 3
Sl T e N 1 9

350 729

Summarising the more important items in this table one finds that in all
arts of the town the most common defect is that connected with the
alltaps ; next in order coming the blockage of traps; next to this defective

cistern valves (outflow valves), and next again defective flush-pipes.  Classi-
fying these according to their incidence on the better class and poorer class
districts one finds a marked difference, as is shewn in the following state-
ment :—

Better Class Poorer Clas

Districts. Districts.
Tatesiiye: BallBpa. oo e s e aapncsano s sianms cussnis 111217 AR, 313
Dirtiness and Blockage of Closet Basins and Traps 62 ......... 117
Defective Cistern (outflow) Valves ..........ccoiuennis | APt p 114
Defective Flush-PiPes.. couievnerrsssnerarassnsione o srarse N
EEfaotine EXCAINE. . r o s persmsrnsmsmrmprornnmnsnnnrnrsr:  BE  pucpmenes. D%
s e T e A P e T ! | | RIS -
1L (T Ty 5T o s e o S ey SR | PN 4 10

I propo:e now to offer a few remarks in explanation of these and a few
suggestions as to their prevention, which I trust will be of practical utility to
property owners and agents.
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(1.) Service Pipes.-—The service pipes from the main to the supply
cistern should be well wrapped in felting, straw, or other suitable materiai, so
as to prevent the evil effects of frost, and in all cases they should be provided
with a stop-tap. The great faults in connection with stop-taps are two:—
(1) They are frequently fixed on the serviee pipe juite elose up to the cistern,
and thus only protect a small portion of the serviee pipe: their proper place
is, of course, as near to the floov-level as possible, so that practically the
whole of the pipe may be controlled ; (2) the stop tap should be a combined
stop and draw-off tap, as suggested by my predecessor, Dr. Charles Porter,
go that the pipe may be completely emptied of water after the supply is
cut off.

(2.) Gisterns.—-All cisterns for outdoor water closets should be prﬂpaﬂg
boxed in with a layer of sawdust or other non-conducting material packe
between this and the ecistern; the covering should have a door by which
access to the working parts may be obtained in case of repair being
necessary.

The cistern itself should be fixed in the most careful manner possible, and
above all things fixed level Most of the damage to cisterns results from the
fact that they have been insecurely fixed and in course of time, owing to the
weight of the cistern and its contents, or to the chain being pulled too
suddenly or too strongly, the bearers or brackets work loose, the cistern
cants, and the valve does not fall evenly on to its seating, with the result
that leakage takes place into the basin, or the balltrap does not
completely shut off the supply from the service pipe and leakage
takes place from the overflow pipe. The best way in which to
fix a cistern is fto balance it level and cavefully wedge it on two Jin. square
bearers passing into the side walls of the closet: the second-best way is to
use cantilever brackels with a turned-down lip en the top arm to afford a hold
in the brickwork. The first-named way is the cheapest as well as the best,
for 1s. 6d. or 2s. will pay for it. The iron brackets cost from 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d.
per pair, according to ornamentation.

The eistern or oulflow valve is provided with a rubber washer, and this at
times shrinks, or becomes lolded or wiinkled, thereby allowing a slight dribble
to take place into the basin : the only remedy for this is the provision of a
new ‘t"r'lLHhﬂ]'.

(8.) Balltaps.—The washer on a balltap is made of what is known as
¢ insertion,” that is, eanvas covered on both sides with rubber. This
naturally gets worn during eonstant use, and the inlet of water not being
checked, a waste takes place through the overflow pipe. The only remedy is
to fix a new washer, a thing which can be done at the cost of about 2d.

Another, though not so common a defect of halltaps, results from the fact
that the arm is sometimes made of copper. This used to be done because of
the ease of bending the copper arm to any required position. But it was
found that in many cases the copper arm got bent as a result of the pressure
of water in the cistern, or from its constant jarring on the bottom of the
¢istern, and now most arms are made of brass,

e e W RS o
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'4.) Flush-pipes.—The majority of defects under this heading were
found to be due to bursts caused by frost, but quite an appreciable number of
defects were ascribable to construetive errors.

If the flush-pipe be not properly and firmly seeured to the wall the vibra-
tion of the pipe at each flush, plus its weight (which is an inconsiderable
amount), caused it to settle downwards and break ofl the earthenware cone
which forms its junction with the basin, or in some eases eveu to br.ak off
a portion of the flushing yim itsell. The earthenware ccne of a water closet
is frequently fixed on after the basin itselt has been partly haked and, in con-
sequence, it has not much hold and is easily snapped oft.

By far the most satisfactory manner of fixing a flush-pipe to the wall iz to
use lead tacks, 4 or 4iins. long, and wipe the flush-pipe to these. The
common and least effective way of fixing them is to use narrow elips or
astracles, which practically give no vertical support at all to the flush-pipe,
In one single block of property no less than 14 basins were found broken at
the cone or the flushing rim in one week, owing to this imperfect fixing of
the flush-pipe.

(8). Joint between Flush-pipe and Basin.—This may be made by
means of indiarubber cones or by * rag, putty, and paint.”” The first is one
which should be made particularly good because of the strain thrown upon
it by the weight of the fush-pipe and the vibration of the flushing action.
The * rag-putty-and-paint " joint cannet be recommended, however carefully
made, for it will not last and will not stand the strain thrown on it. I
earries it own condemnation with it from the very fact that it is rarely used
except in connection with jerry-property.

Rubber cones are unquestionably the best, but there aie first and second
class varieties even in these, the first being known as the ' best rubber
cones," which are about lin. thick and which are specially moulded so as to
fit on the earthenware cone and flush-pipe without stretching; and the
second being termed * tissue paper” cones, about 1-16th in. thick. These
not being moulded have to be siretched so as to fit over the flush-pipe and
grthang;m cone. The first-named cone costs 1ls. to 1s. 6d., the second

. to 10d.

All rubber cones have but a limited life, of course, and must be renewed
from time to time, the deterioration taking place from the action cf the water
on the rubber; but if the plumbers would only pack the joint with putty
and paint or better still with white lead before putting on the rubber cone
the joint would last four times as long,

One result of this inspection which has been made is that we have arrived
a$ the conclusion that the greater occurrence of defects in waler closets in
the poorer parts of the town is due not to the less educated or less careful
habits of the people but to the poorer class of the material used and the
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poorer workmanship exhibited in fixing the water closets. The Inspector
whose opinion I have been quoting is most poesitive in this statement, and
my own observations on the same point confiria this opinion very strongly.

Lastly, T would draw your attention to the small number of defects
discovered in connaction with water closets. As a vesult of about 20,000
inspections of about 7,000 water closets and waste-water closets in a
manufacturing town where the poorer classes largely preponderate the total
number of defects discovered only amounts to 5-5 per cent., and the majority
of these have been of the most frifling character.

Surely this is an answer to those who argue that the poorer classes ought
not to have water closets because they are not educated enough to use
them properly.

Sewage Disposal.

I am indebted to Mr. Andrews, manager of the Sewage Works, for the
following statement which he has kindly sent as to the work which has been
earried out under his supervision during the past year. I give it in his own
words,

“ During the past year it has been found necessary, owing to the limited
amount of suitable land available for sewage purification, to put down
bacteria beds.

One of the land filters, consisting of six statute acres, is now being utilised
as a site for these heds.

The top layer of soil has been removed to allow for the necessary depth of
the beds, which average 8 ft. 8 in. in depth, and have a superficial area of
half statute acre each.

The beds are drained by three rows of 9 in. buit-jointed agrieultural land
drains, laid parallel to each other until nearing the other end of the bed when
they converge into a brickwork chamber, and are controlled by the hand-
lifting valve.

The medium of the beds eonsist of the hardest clinker obtainable, which
has been procured from many places ; 200 tons as a sample were procured
from Consett in Durham, so determined were the Committee to have the
very best material, were its cost not absolutely prohibitive.

The elinker is erushed (the jaws of the crusher being set so that nothing
can pass larger than 11} in. cube), and alterwards passed over a 1 in. sereen,
All material passing this screen is rejected,
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The beds are divided by earth walls, held in place by 3 in. tongued and

grooved planking which has been twice gas-tarred in order to protect it from
rotiting.

A first class brickwork carrvier has been eonstructed, which fulfils the
double purpose of conveying the tank efluent on to the beds, and also
carrying away the filtrate to the conerete carrier, which it has been found
necessary to construct, owing to the erosion of the earth carrier at first
decided upon.

Two half-acre plots have been constructed, and the rejected material from
the screens is being placed on the surface of two of the land filters (which
by the way have been recently ploughed and subsoiled); this iz afterwards
ploughed and thoroughly incorporated with the soil, thus improving its
filtering properties, and at the same time 1aising the level of the beds so as
to allow of water being drawn off these plots on to the bacteria beds, when a
good effluent should result.

The timber divisions for four other hels are now in position ready for
filling with earthwork.

It must be borne in mind that these bacteria beds are being construeted as
a supplement to land filtration, the sewage being previously treated by
chemical preecipitation through tanks.”

Water Supply.

This is derived so far as the town itself is concerned from two sources—
Disley and Longdendale—and in previous reports these sources have been
fully *described “and analyses submitted. During the year a few analyses
have been made of the Longdendale supply as delivered in the Corporation
laboratory, and on each occasion the water has proved satislactory. The
results of some of these analyses are given herewith.

LABORATORY TAP WATER (LONGOENDALE SUPPLY).
March, 1902.

| 1 e S ] 4-914
,, —Permanent.......... B e e 2600
—Tempolal}* e e e B et I !
Ghlnndes e e e e L
Ammﬂnm—ﬂ‘rer, R [ 1] 121
o -—Mbummmﬂ ................................. 00028

LABORATORY TAP WATER (LONGDENDALE SUPPLY).
April, 1902.

b T B T e e S 4-086
el o 0-70
Ozygen abgorbed 15 Ming: ...o..cieviisiusessmmisinsans 0-0098
- e o e e R (NAR
&mmonm—]frec L e i e | T b 0L

o —Mhummo]d e e I LB
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LABORATORY TAP WATER (LONGDENDALE SUPPLY).

April, 1902.
(xrs. per gall.

Combined Ohleaitie ot i et 074

NAIoRIA=—TTEB: it it i i erias o To T s 0-0018
s =Alhmrmnabd s et e 0-0036

Oxygen absorbed 15 ming. .......cocccvinmmieninsiniss 00126
i % B BONEE: ot o e e v ade s 0-0580

LABORATORY TAP WATER (LONGDENDALE SUPPLY).

August, 1902,
Grs. per gall.

Combined CBIorine .....c.cooeemmmmssmsss s snmbnsmirssss 0-763

AMMONIA—DPTEE  siivvs  ssnssssnssnsssnssss Sy TN 0-0020
s T EEIDIE - s s e S 0-0096

ij,rgﬂn abaorbed 4 BoNEE. <oo..nieiemi Suneaonsins 0-0996

The Wilmslow Supply being somewhat hard naturally is now artificially
softened by the Archbutt Deeley process, the plant for the purpose having
been erected complete by Messys. Mather and Platt. Lime in the proportion
of 1} to 1% grs. per 1000 gallons is thoroughly mixed with hot water, and is
then blown by steam into the hard water contained in a series of tanks. To
assist the thorough mixing of the lime with the water to be softened, air is
blown in through perforated pipes laid near the bottom of the tank, a series
of these pipes hmng placed close fo the bottom of the tank so as to stir up
the “mud ™ of previously precipitated carbonate of lime. The diffusion of this
“mud " throughout the tank eauses precipitation to be more thorough, and
much more mpin:'l.

After an interval of time averaging about one hour the deposit of carbonate
of lime formed has settled to the bottom, and the clear water can then be
drawn oft. As it is being drawn off, however, a further precaution is taken to
prevent the ;:ch:plhtmn or deposit mn the mains and service pipes, &e., of
the earbonate of magnesia, which is found to be still left in solution to a
small extent. This pre.caubion consists in blowing in carbonic acid gas
derived from the combustion of coke in two small special stoves, the process
being termed ¢ recarbonating.”

The process is a cheap and rapid one, and the plant occupies but little
space. Dy the courtesy of the Waterworks Engineer, Mr. T. W. Molyneux,
I have several times inspected the plant, and at his request I tested the
eflicieney of the installation before it was finally taken over by the Water-
works Committee, The results of my analyses of the water before and after
treatment, and of the gas used for “ recarbonating,” are appended, and shew
that the process iz an efficient one, and that nothing of a deleterious nature
is added to the water. A great mi'l. antage of this speeial process is that the
cost of labour and supervision is very fs-mu,ll , averaging about one penny per
thousand gallons treated.
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In the ecase of a deep well water such as that at Wilmslow, the composition
of the water is practically a constant quantity, and the amount of lime to be
added is therefore one which rarely requires to be varied. Analyses should,
however, be made from time to time to ensure that the eomposition of the
water is not varving in such a manner as to require any adjusiment of the

quantity of lime added.

It must not be forgotten that in reducing the hardness of the Wilmslow
water its purity is at the same time increased, though analyses have shewn
that this is almost superfluous.

TESTS MADE OF WATER SOFTENING PROCESS,
WILMSLOW.

Samples taken Tuesday, January Tth, 1902,

Sample I.—Taken from outlet from softening tanks immediately after
carbonating.

Total Hardness—6-46 grs. per gallon (Clarke's degrees). No free alkali
present.

Sample II.—Taken from tank into which carbonated water flows before
pumping,

Total Hardness—06:-81 grs. per gallon (Clarke's degrees). No free alkali
present.

Sample IIl.—Tap water from house adjoining.

Total Hardness- -7-04 gus. per gallon (Clarke's degrees). No free alkali
present,

This last sample was also examined chemically for various impurities, but
so far as that analysis could shew none wers present.

WILMSLOW WATER WORKS.

Gas taken from outlet where earbonating process was going on.
No free sulphuretted hydrogen or sulphides.
No free ammonia.

WILMSLOW WATER.

Sumple I.—Treated h}‘ Archbutt-Deeley process.

Reaction—S8lightly alkaline.
F
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Appearance—Clear and bright.

Sulphates—Less than in untreated.
Degrees per gallon.

TOmMPOTATT .ovssessesnrisrarrsnmsansannsasns cansmansssnsnnmns 4-85

DURUNPIIR, .- v ol R N SN ERAT L e I 100
Hardness

| R SN e 1 5-85

Grains per gallon.
Elaoin SRR . ndta sttt st et e e IR LS A e S e e e L 0-70
Magpesiom Salba....c.coiiiiiiiiaiiiiinieiianiiiin meniere e 0+98
Sample IT.—Treated by Archbutt-Deeley process.

TRRBONRET © met. b udvsnnsrommiin oy ninarraSdadi L tes o 88 o Tl 1-356

Eraidviass =TTy T |2 e L R S I L 4-20

DOERL . s i i 555

Sulphates—Slight deposit only, less than in untreated.
Sample I.—Untreated.
Reaction: -Slightly alkaline.
Appearance—Cloudy.
Sulphates—Fair amount, slightly more than in treated sample.

Degrees per gallon
el b T o, S e S S S S S S T

Beimnatenl: e e e et ALY
Hardness

e o

Grains per gallon.
Glaleinne BRIEE Gciinsciminmmmiins s Bantiasssssat amarsaanssbermasernemnme L A211

Maprasiny Balle .. o voinihiniiatogssn s shnpsskabnsin sy st i henan bl
Sample II.—Untreated.
Appearance—Cloudy.

Sulphates—Fairly heavy deposit.

Temporary .......... A e R 759
Permanent 536

...................................................

Hardness
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The following statement. reproduced from a paper by the Waterworks
Engineer, puts the efficacy and value of the treatment adopted at Wilmslow
beyond question,

The following are analyses of the water before and after treatment :—

Untreated. Treated.
Reaction...............c.........Blightly alkaline. Slightly alkaline.
APPERPRNGE. -oiiiiiciieciiens Cloudy. Clear and bright.
saiphales oot Fairly heavy deposit Slight deposit only.

Grains per gallon. Grains per gallon.
Caleinm Salts .......cec..... 4°16 0.70
Magnesitm ..c.oomvennmsios 1-18 0-93
_ Temporary ... 759 : 1-35 Ao
Hardness { RO o RS | Wotal 1996, i } Total 555

“ The cost of the process works out at about 1d. per 1,000 gallons, made
up as follows :—

d.

| Fih 7 o o R A e ‘14
R o o s Lt L e e s 074
T A e 285
o ot TR e 1 T P L BB
Interest and Sinking Fund at 5 per cent ......... ‘25
S T R e ST hs s e o sin b e e mA 1
968

““ The total cost of the plant, which is eapable of treating 600,000 gallons
of water per day, was nearly £4,500."”

Common Lodging Houses.

There are 21 registered common lodging houses in the Borough, to which
1092 visits have been paid, exclusive of special visits in connection with
smallpox. Generally a good standard of cleanliness has been maintained,
and only in two cases has it been found necessary to prosecute. Both of these
two cases arose for an infringement of the same bye-law, namely, that pro-
hibiting more than one married couple oceuping the same room without
the beds being eftectually sereencd off. Convietions were obtained in both
CAS0E.

Several cases of keeping unregistered common lodging houses have been
dealt with during the year, and in three cases it was found necessary to
prosecute, a conviction being obtained in each case.
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The licence of one house has been transferred, and the licence ot two
others have been refused on aceount of the unsuitability of the premises.

The following rules of very ancient date shew the care exercised by the
keeper of one of the oldest lodging houses in the town, and are otherwise
interesting.

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE WORKING

MEN'S HOME.

1st.—All lodgers are admitted into this house on payment of 4d. and 5d.
per night.

2nd.—No beds will be reserved for anyone who has not paid for it before
8 o’clock p.m.

drd.—No money that has been paid in advance for lodgings will be returned
after 6 o'clock p.m.

4th.—No intoxicating liquors are on any account to be brought into the
house.

Sth.— Anyone condueting himself to the annoyance of other lodgers will be
expelled, and his lodging money will not be returned.

Gth.—Anyone tearing the newspapers or damaging the property of the
house will be expelled, and his money will not be returned, and if he has any
money in hand the amount of damage will be stopped out of it.

Tth.—No gambling or foul language allowed in this house.
8th.—No talking allowed in bedrooms after 10 o'clock p.m.
9th.—No spitting or smoking allowed in the bedrooms.

10th.—Each man is particularly requested to look at the number of his
check. Any man getting into the wrong bed will ba liable to be expelled, and
his money will not be returned.

11th,—There shall be no washing on Sundays of lining (sic) or other
articles.

12th.— The kitchens will he closed at 10-30 a.m. until 12 o’clock, and will
be open again at 4-30 p.m.
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REGISTERED COMMON LODGING-HOUSES.
Registered | Average

Address. No. DF | No. Dr.I ﬂamp.:mil-}'l of
Lodgers. |Rooms rooms

per person.
1 | 29, Daw Bank (Bagley) ............... 6 2 462
2 | Adlington Square (Kershaw) ... ..... 61 5 408
15, Watson Square (Fitzpatrick)... 19 8 470
8{ 11&13, do. do. 0 | 6. | = 438
4 | 1 & 3, Bamlord Street (Mottram) o 11 ! 3 -' 417
5 | Bamford Street (Spilsbury) peeenens) 17 ! i ‘ 439
6 | 7&9, Small Street (Rowland) ...... 1 8 i 4 ' 480
7 | Union Street (Marland) ............... I 115 L 406
8 | Higher Hillgate (Gough) ‘ G4 13 410
9 | Canal Btreet (Molyneux) .i 85 51 411
10 | Ridgway Lane (Young) ........c.....| 55 5 406
11 | Mid. Hillgate (Church Army ] 78 | 2 401

Labour Home) |
12 | 15, 17 & 19, Canal Street (Barratt) ‘ ij | 9 | 396
13 | 19, Garpett Street (Sullivan)......... | 12 s 3496
14 | 3, Adlington Square (O'Gara) . l 11 ] ' 400
15 | 24, Chestergate (Ronan).......... ... 14 | o !, 400
16 | Adlington Square (Brennan) .........| o} l 2 | 436
17 | Adlington SBguare (Summer) ......... 22 | g 462
|
|| Pobilb.....o il - 880%  | 95




86 Year 1902.

Fairs and Wakes.—Travelling Shows, etc.

As these are mainly annual institutions, and as the caravans bring with
them a large number of travelling showmen and others, every caravan used
as a dwelling house was visited by one of your Inspectors, sometimes accom-
panied by myself, in search of infectious disease, but on all occasions
fortunately without any such illness being discovered.

Black Smoke.

During the year 192 observations of smoke emission have been taken.
Notices to abate the smoke nuisance were served in 46 cases, and in three
eases no action was taken, a reasonable excuse for the nuisance being given.
Observations were again taken after the time allowed in the notice (28 days),
and out of the 46 chimneys 10 again exceeded a reasonable time limit. These
were brought before your Committee’s notice, and instructions given to take
legal proceedings in each case. The cascs were taken before the Magistrates,
when each were ordered to pay costs, and orders to abate the nuisance within
periods varying from two months to six months were made on the oftending
firms.

All the 46 mills were visited at times to see what alterations, if any, had
been made to abate the nuisance. In two cases the whole of the old boilers
(18 in number) were taken out, and 14 new high pressure boilers put in. In
one case two additional new boilers were put in, and in two other cases one
extra new boiler. Thess cases demonstrated the fact that insufficient boilex-
room had been the cause of the smoke. In 10 cases apparatus of various
designs was fixed, some of these proving very effective. The majority of the
others only changed their eoal and gave instructions to their firemen to be
more eareful.

The following apparatus are amongst the most common in use in this
Borough :—

Hollingdrake's Hollow Bar.
Needhamn's Patent Fire Bar.
Swindell's Air Bar.

Cadie’s Hollow Bar.

Green’s Beonomizers.

Proeter's Mechanical Stokers.

Spider Draught.

Davidson's Sirocco Fan.

MeConnell's Automatic Air Regulator.

I have no further observations to add to those 1 made in my last Annual
Report to your Committee, viz., that the emission of black smoke ean be pre-
vented with the greatest benefit to both the public at large and those who
cause the nuisance by the exercise of common sense and in the main inexpen-
sive methods. It is in the hands of your Committee to enforce its abolition
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by persistent inspection, and the taking of the proceedings authorised by
law. Of one thing your Committee may be quite eertain, that any efforts you
may make in this direction will be heartily appreciated by the general body
of ratepayers.

Appended is a table shewing the results of 192 two-hourly observations
taken during the year.

LIST OF SMOEKE OBSERVATIONS TAKEN DURING
THE YEAR 1902.

No B. M No. B. M. No. B. M.
1 59 35| 183 631 69 16 971
2 47 LI s 46 70 14 72
8 28 Il [l T 7L | 8% 84
4 33 38 P | 633 72 | 103 741
5 67 ST el ] 73 | 18 343
6 50 40| 45 65 74| 213 644
7 49 41 o 814 75 1 604
S| 45 42 2 461 76| 10% 63
g4 73 dnin oL 102 77 64 614

10} 48 73 44 9% 623 TR 45
11 N 45 45| 33 75 T 63
12 50 45| 13 104 BO| 25 23
13 40 47 73 654 81 LA
14 69 gH| s e 82 | 913 | 54
15 1 68 L b S [t Bal . i1l
16 50 50| 10% | 813 54 =) 974
17 47 51 8 97 85 ey 79
11 R 67 52 | 23 67% 86 8% 423
19 | 193 89 5a L 17 671 87 3 1021
20 e | 54 18 | 107 85 5 | 482
21 78 B | ... || 46 89 114 623
BoRlees 97 56 | 8l 65 90 | ... 49
23 2 38 57 s 24} 91| 25 50
24 ot 1181 58 | ... 78% 92 | 204 39
25 68 59 ... 731 93 1 734
26 i 281 T (e 50 94 | 29} 56
27 10 75 138 SRS 394 95 19 71
28 | 11} 483 62 1 76 96 | 221 56
29 3 24 88| 2 76 97 | 143 60
30| 43 | 48 Bl 68 98 o 115
31 9% 72 65 1 55 99 ot 58
32 o 40 66 | 22 374 | 100 | 193 474
33 1 50 67 6 43 101 4 75
34 2 46 68 | 81} 525 | 102 2 37
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Mol B. | M 1'Fe {5 & M. | Ho. | B M.
|
103| 6 921 183 9 60 163 | 12 92
god | 1¢ | gex b il .2 70 164 o 65
105 3 | 473 | 135 9 75 165 5 46
ieg| .. | @8 136 1 s1 o [ 71
107 | 123 48 187 1 98 167 | 12 48
108 7 65 TG 55 168 8 67
109 | 4 54 199 | .. 46 189 | 18 6O
110 5 54 140 | .. 65 170 8 63
T 51 T 43 171 it 65
TG 69 149 | ... 50 oy [ 70
113 9 81 143 9 183 | 173 1 69
114 4 85 Tl | o o 64 174 2 58
115 1 90 145 8 103 175 3 62
T (A 83 146 9 43 T e 12
117 9 118 147 | ... 62 i 63
el ... 9 148 | 36 | 64 178 b
119 9 97 149 o 80 179 R
190 18 | 79 1501 10 | 101 180 g | B8
121 6 | 99 T ) [ 72 181 FERI
122 | 3713 | &0 158 | ... 81 182 2. . g
123 4 1 B8 158| 2 | 81 183 3 71
124 | 88 | 84 T R 1 184 | 9 60
1951 . 46 155 | 17 52 196l 56
iag | = 37 T e 88 jag | o 63
127 8 53 ST 80 187 1 56
7 40 158 2 | 70 18g] .. 61
199 | 9 68 159 | 18 64 190 .. 38
fagl 49 160 | 12 103 190 = 59
131 1 37 161 | 123 | 693 | 191 121 691
i8a .. 59 162 9 63 192 9 65
I
Disinfection.

During the year 503 houses have been disinfected after infectious disease,
and have been subsequently cleansed and limewashed or re-papered ; 100
persons who had been exposed to infection have received a bath, and had
their personal clothing disinfected by steam. In the case of a few midwives
who had been in attendance on cases of puerperal [fever, bathing and disin-
fection was also ordered and carried out under the direet supervision of one
of the ourses at Dialstone Lane Hospital.

Your Medical Officer of Health has on several oceasions tested the steam
disinfecting machine, and towards the end of the year an automatic steam-
pressure recorder was fixed, by which the steam pressure reached in the body
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of the disinfeector and the time during which that pressure is maintained is
recorded on a chart. In all 11,654 articles have been disinfeeted by steam
or hot air during the year.

The Departinent continues to supply lime brushes to the poorer classes for
purposes of lime-washing at a cost of a penny per day. The amount received
for this during the year was £12 16s. 0d., showing that the brushes had, in
all probability, been used in over 2,500 cases. In some cases they are detained
for two or three days.

Factories and Workshops.

The Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, consolidating and amending
previous Acts, came into foree on the 1st of January, and eontains several
additions to the duties of Medical Officers of Health. Chief amongst these
are the duties of supervising the houses of outworkers in certain classes of
work where the dwelling is unwholesome or where there is any case of
notifiable infectious disease in existence. Lists of outworkers are to be
sent to the Sanitary Authority by employers, contractors, and others on
the 1st of February and August each year. A register of workshops has to
be kept, and the Factory Inspector's register is to be open to the Sanitary
Authority’s Officer in order that entries may be compared. The
Medical Officer of Health must in each Annual Report make a specific report
on the administration of the Act in his district, so far as workshops and
workplaces are concerned, and send a copy of this report, or the portion
relating to these matters, to the Secretary of State. Further, if the Medical
Officer of Health finds any * child, young person, or woman" employed in a
workshop in which no abstract of the Act is posted up he must report
the same in writing to the District Factory Inspector.

The following is a list of the workshops on our register : —

(EGOTIEYE . v ion dam cia s pas diins : 3 Skipmakers ......... ceh R M D
DIrEBAMAKEER: uivivssivanrabsnsies 146 Oycle Makers......ccoooimmii. 4
1% EL TR TS o T b U o S0 mth Chaklier . o oo e 1
BRI RIBDR oo v esmnis wivs dn s s 8 Wateh and Clock Toolmaker ... 1
Ahirtmakers oveveeecrcesiionssnnres 9 Cabinet Maker ..........oovvvveeee 19
LTS e SO S e T L on: Hat Body Makers.........cooevees 16
Paper Bag Makers ............... 8 Organ Builders .........cccoceniiens 2
Shoemakers ...cocove v cuvsnnnens . b1 BStraw Hat Maker 1
I P e e dgS Blimndmakers ..o 6
Tioplate Works .................. 14 Feather Cleaners .................. 2
Blacksmithe ..oeereonssonsans sseons T EA ] - L S 13
EFUETAEGEH . s s ireaiscansnns i Tl ol 10T o e R AP e 2
Coachmakers ............ SR B 1oy SRR B S o
s o e e e e e e 14 Birdlime Makers ..._.............. 9
T T e R 83 Ropemakers .......ccocrvieennnnns 9
Waste Dealers .ooovvvevenmrenienees 7 Handloom Weavers.......c....... 11
WhealWrighte: ...ie - ccomiosenion 8 Bakers and Confectioners ...... 86
Pile EGEATE . ves s ias i mns piie s 2 Dyers and Cleaners ............... 4
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These have all been regularly visited, 90 inspections of factories and 976
of workshops and workplaces having heen made by the Special Inspector
now appointed for that purpose. A “number of complaints received officially
from H.M. Inspector of Factories for the distriet have at once received
attention. Many notices have been served for the eleansing and limewashing
of workshops, and these have been immediately complied with. Bakehouses
have received 512 visits of inspection. In nine ecases, where underground
bakehouses have heen found structurally or otherwise unfit for continued use,
intimation has been given that they will have to be closed on January 1st,
1204, A number of other underground bakehouses have been inspected by
vour Medical Officer of Health with a view to determining whether they
could be rendered sufficiently sanitary to entitle them to a certificate of
suitability under the Aect. Your Sanitary Committee adopted the list of
requirements for underground bakehouses drawn up by the Incorporated
Sceiety of Medical Officers of Health, and it 18 intended to work as closely as
possible to these, dealing with each individual ease on its own merits.

Advertisemeats have been twice issued in the public press drawing atten-
tion to the provisions of section 101 of the Act of 1901. and requesting all
concerned to apply for certificates of suitability in good time, so as to allow
of any necessary alterations being carried out.

One underground bakehouse was closed voluntarily during 1902.

In several cases it has been found that privy-middens, built on to large
factories in stacks, constituted a serious nuisance and a menace to health.
In one case a series of six privies, delivering into a large foul unventilated
cesspool or tank and opening direct into the workrooms, was taken in hand
and water closets substituted. Sixtcen other cases of a similar kind were
subsequently discovered in other factories and as promptly remedied.

An order has now been drafted by the Home Secretary under the powers
conferred by section nine of the 1901 Act, which may be briefly summarised
as follows :—(a) Factories and workshops employing females to proside one
closet for every 25 females, (b) the same standard to hold good for males
employed in factories and workshops; bui where over 100 males are em-
ployed and urinals are provided, one eloset will suffiee for every 25 males up
to the frst 100, with one closet to 40 workers above this figure, and where
more than 500 males are employed and urinals are provided, one eloset will
sulfice (under eertain conditions of supervision to be approved by the District
Factory Inspector) for every 60 males.  All sanitary conveniences to be kept
clean, and well ventilated and lighted; to be aerially disconnected from
workrooms : to be provided with proper doors and fastenings ; to be readily
accessible to those using them, and those for separate sexes to be completely
separate and with sereened approaches,

In the report of your female inspectors details are given of the visits of
inspection to the homes of outworkers. Advertisements have been inser ted
in the loeal press twice, drawing attention to the requirements of the Factory
Act as to the sending of lists of outworkers to the Council in February
and August, and by this means it is believed a fairly complete list has been
obtained. Those notified up to the present time include the following :—
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FEMALE OUT-WORKERS, MALE OUT-WORKERS.
Nature of Work. Number Nature of Work. Number

Hat Trimming .................. B& Planking .. S
Skivh Melkng ......0...0ii. 18 Trouser Mukmg ............... 3
41 o7 o R S S 9 Boot and Shoe EEPHIIIDU 2
Vest Making..........c...c...... 2 Shosmaking ......cianl 3
Underclothing .....co.oviivniens 1 Outfitting 1
Bor Eulling o 1

Wakadl G 111 Fobal, cooiisaws 8h

In consequence of a speecial enquiry instituted by the Home Office recently
I personally inspected the only two file cutting shops in the town and
examined the workers occupied there. Tn No. 1, shop there were five ‘stocks’
and the hands employed were all males and varied from 3 to 5 in number ;
in No. 2 shop there were 9 ‘stocks ' and the hands employed varied from 6
to 9, all males. The general sanitary condition of both premises was open
to objection on the following grounds :—

(I) Absence of through ventilation.
(2) Defective condition of paving of floor.
(3) Want of proper and sufficient washing accommaodation.

(4) Absence of means to prevent soiling of clothing with lead.

The ‘ stocks ” in some instances were placed too close together.

An examination of the workers revealed the presence of a blue line in the
gums, indicating lead-poisoning, in three cases. In the case of one of these
3 men there was an indefinite history ol recurrent colic said by the sufierer
to be due to alcoholism.

In the case of a man who was absent from work at the time of my visit,
the owner of the shop told me that he was frequently oft work for a day or
two at a time, that his medical attendant had stated that ¢ his system was
saturated with lead " and that the man could at times scarcely lift his arm
owing to weakness of the muscles (probably deltoid paralysis).

I had the death returns of the horough examined from January 1st, [895,
to the present date for two things—(a) deaths from any cause in file-cutters,
and (b) deaths in any person from plumbism in any of its various forms., 1
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find that there have been during that time no deaths from plumbism or lead-
poisoning in any of its forms, and that there has only been one death in a
file cutter, that being a man aged 54, a part proprietor in the business and a
man who at the samne time did a good deal of file-cutting himself. The cause
of death is certified to have been * cerebral hemorrhage —exhaustion.”

At the time of writing this report it is announced that the home oflice has
declared file-cutting to be a **dangerous industry,” and it will therefore
become subject to stringent regulations directed to the prevention of lead-
poisoning.

Offensive Trades.

There are 23 tripe boiling establishments in the borough which have been
regularly visited along with other business places eoming under the heading
of offensive trades, 1,196 visits in all having been made during the year. The
places generally have been found to be well conducted and have not given
rise to any complaints,

Fripe Bollers. oo on sz anisnss 23
CHL BRANBER oo biremc i e s ikt 2
Tallow Maltera .. ....ooocoveninirnnie 1
b1 e SN e o= RN
Lieather Dresgers . ....ccccciveinesces 8
ST Y U 2 7 R B S |

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

Last year your Sanitary Committee appointed a special Food Inspector to
to carry out the duties imposed by the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, 1399,
the Dairies, Cow-sheds and Milk-shops Order, and Sections 73 to 79 of the
Stockport Corporation, Act, 1899 together with the inspection of slaughter
houses, ice cream shops, meat, fish, game, ete,

The administration of the law relating to adulteration of food and drugs
has been regularly carried on throughout the year ; as faras possible each
month has borne its equal share of the work, and in August, when the Board
of Agriculture’s Inspector eame down, he expressed his satisfaction with the
adminstration of the Acts.

During the year 308 official samples were submitted to your Public Analyst,
the results of analysis being eontained in the table appended.

The proceedings taken will be found under the head ** legal pro-
ceedings.”
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STATEMENT OF SAMPLES TAKEN UNDER BSALE OF

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT.

Number and Nature Number Certified Number Certified
of Samples. Genuine. Adulterated.

e [ N e e e 16

L 2017 0 T T S e e

B Oheass .......cccvuneersmnansnanns e R etk i

SO IOBOE ... oo s e s e ene 20

b [ e e e s e ! 4

15 G o R 12

B T S et 8
- e R T S 8
12 120 e S NI e 12
1tee e T A s N e ey e 12
L A e P s ! 12
B Brandy ol i

------------------
111111111111111111

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

------------------

T 0751073 S SRS e F 1
8 Baking Powder i
i BIEFERTIng:  loiiniisasitieaes
2 Bellndomm FInatar: i i
2 Yellow Beeswax ........cceovns
9 Boracie Aeid. ..o i i

[

------------------

.............

b2 .

-----------------

L. =J;mcaE o=

------------------

2 Chlorinated Lime............. :
1 Liquorice Powder.. e
1 Compound quUGllLE Poivder
2 Milk of Sulphur ...............
S0eve Ol Lo
2 Ouinine Wine ...ccceesivaiss
6 Special Prescriptions con-

taining various Drugs ......

— bl

e e e

------------------

[ |
-
.
w
-
®
=

It is manifest that there is a general improvement in the quality of the
food and especially of the drugs sold to the publie, and this improvement in
the opinion of your Medical Officer of Health is due to the increase in the
number of samples taken and in the careful manner in which the sampling
is planned and executed.

More samples were taken of milk than of any other article of food, as it is
customary for this to show the greatest relative amount of adulteration.

Two prosecutions were undertaken against milksellers for adding boracie
acid to milk in the large proportion of 23 and 485 grains per gl”ﬂrl respec-
tively. Both dairymen pleaded guilty, and after the evidence of your
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Medical Officer a conviction and fine was obtained in each ease, the
presiding magistrate speaking strongly against the use of preservatives.

In two instances milk samples were found deficient in milk fat, in addition
to having water added, and a double summons was successfully taken out
in each case. In the case of a milk-dealer who is found to be selling
adulterated milk it is our custom to follow the case up by taking samples in
course of delivery from the farmer supplying him. By so doing we are in
many cases able to clear the guililess and find the real culprit, who is then
kept under observation, and in the event of a prosecution resulting the cir-
cumstances are given in evidence to strengthen the case. Following this line
ot action during December a sample was taken from a dairyman and found
to contain 36 per cent. of added water; within a few days a sample was
taken from the farmer supplying him, and this was fouad to contain 46-4
per cent. of added water. Your Committee waived the prosecution in the
first ease, and prosecuted the farmer, who was fined £5 and all costs. A few
days previous to the trial a second sample was taken from the farmer and
marked No. 296. On analysis this was found to contain 24 per cent. of
added water. Your Committee again authorised a prosecution, and a few
days later a third sample was taken from the farmer, and this time certified
as genuine (marked No. 304). When the case concerning sample No. 296
eame on for trial the defendant pleaded not guilty, and brought an analyst
who was prepared to swear that he had analysed the defendant’s part of the
sample and found it above the required standard. On the application of the
Prosecuting Solicitor for the Corporation, Mr. Dobson, the Court sent the
third part of this sample to Somerset House and adjournerd the case sine die.
Certain cireumstances led us to suspect that the defendant had tampered
with his part of the two samples, and consequently the Somerset House
authorities and the Public Analyst were requested to return the bottles
intact, and the Solicitor for the defence was requesied to produce the bottles
containing his portions of the samples. A fortnight later when the case was
heard, the Somerset House Analyst practically confirmed your Analyst's
report. The bottles which had contained the samples were then passed up
to the Bench for examination, and their verdict showed that they were
satistied that previous to sending his samples for analysis the defendant had
transferred the label of Sample No. 206 (adulterated) to the bottle econtaining
Sample No. 304 (not adulterated). He was fined £10 and all costs,

Another case, which fortunately is exceptional, occurred during September,
Your Inspecter had suspicions that a grocer was selling margarine for butter,
and he asked a deputy to purchase, among other things, 11b. of butter. On
the Inspector entering the shop this butter was snatched out of the hands of
the person who had purchased it. The grocer refused to serve a second
sample from the piece from which he served the original, for this (which was
really margarineg) was not labelled. He eventually served a sample from
another piece, and this, of course, was genuine butter. Your Committee
authorised a prosecution for exposing unlabelled margarine, and in defence it
was urged that the label had dropped oft the margarine on the counter, hence
the mistake which the defendant was justified in making right. The Court
considered the ease proved against the defendant and imposed a fine of £10
and costs for exposing unlabelled margarine, and 10s, and costs for
obstruetion.
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The Composition of Baking Powder.

Eight samples of baking powder were submitted for analysis to the Public
Analyst, who reported on them as follows : —

| Percentage Weight [

No. Percentage of | of Carbonic Acid | Percentage of Alkali or
Starch. . given oft Acid in excess.
| =T

| b 6G8-27 6-67 3:00 Acid

B 1010 | 1563 2:85 Alkali

s | sums 1614 319

4 20-339 19-05 1:35 Acid

5 | 4502 8-68 6:38 Alkali

6 i 15-60 20-13 386

7 | 4408 1855 £37

g | 3908 1516 ' 1:01 Acid

No injurious ingredient such as alum was present in any of the samples.
It was decided to take as a test case sample No. 1, and the facts were
argued at considerable length before the magistrates, the Chairman ef the
Bench being a partuer in a large firm of manufacturers of drugs and
druggists’ sundries. The Public Analyst stated that a good baking powder
should contain not more than 20 per cent. by weights of diluents, such as
starch powder, should give oft when moistened not less than 10 per cent. by
weight of carbonic acil gas, and should eontain no appreciable excess of
either the acid or the alkali employed in its manufacture. The constituents
of the samples in question being as set out above, he could only regard the
powder as hm-'ingctl:een carelessly or ignorantly mixed, for the tartaric aeid,
the most expensive ingredient, was the one in excess. Asked why he
objected to the amount of starch powder in the sample, his reply was
equivalent to the statement that if a glass be filled nearly to the top with
water there is not a satisfactory amount of room lelt for the whisky. Altera
lengthy hearing the Bench decided to conviet, and imposed a small fine with
costs and advocate’s and analyst’s fees.

There have been four applications for registrations of wholesale margarine
dealers made to your Committee during the year, all of which were granted.
There are now 20 on the Register of Whelesale Margarine Dealers.  Certifi-
cates were given and the names sent on to the Board of Agriculture in each
caso.
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Two notices have been served under Section 9 of the Sale of Food and
Drugs Aect, 1899, for not having the name inscribed on the vehicle when
selling milk in a public place—both were complied with immediately, and
therefore no further steps were necessary.

Ice Cream Shops.

There are some 45 of these in the Borough, which have been visited
periodically, 192 visits in all having been made.

Generally speaking this commodity is manufactured in dwelling-honses
and cooled in an open yard or cellar, the sanitary condition of which in some
cases was found not to be all that was desirable, though for the most part
the places and utensils were kept fairly clean. In three cases it was found
necessary to serve notices to cleanse, ete., and these were complied with at
once. Most of the trade in this eommodity is done by means of barrows
which are taken round the town.

On three oceasions during the year midnight visits were made to Italian
houses where its manufacture was in progress, your Medical Officer of
Health specially accompanying the Inspector.

Stockport Corporation Act, 189g.

(1) Infectious Disease Amongst Milk-sellers, &c.

A copy of the following notice embodying ihe provisions of Section 73 of
the Corporation Aect, thEl was seut out to 130 farmers who are known to
supply milk within the limits of the Borough. It has not been necessary to
take any action in this matter further than this, though on two oceasions
when it was feared that searlet fever was being spread by the ageney of milk
a prolonged special inquiry had to be set on foo ; ; the result showed that t-he
fear was groundless.

COUNTY BOROUGH OF BTOCKPORT.
NOTICE TO DAIRYMEN, COWKEEFPERS, OCCUPIERS OF DAIRIES,
PURVEYORS OF MILK, ETC.
Dear Hir,

I desire to draw your attention to the fact that under the Stockport
Corporation Act, 189y, Bection 73, it is compulsory upon you to notify to the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, at the Sanitary Office, Great Egerton
Street, Meaton Lane, Stockport, any case of the following illnesses occurring
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amongst persons employed in or in connection with your Dairy, if you supply
milk within the Borough from premises either within or beyond the Borough :—

SCARLET FEVER.
DIPHTHERIA.

TYPHOID FEVER (occasionally known as * Slow' Fever, " Low"
Fever, &c.).

SMALLPOXN.
MEMBRANOUS CROUP.

CONTINUED FEVER (sometimes known as * Low' Fever, * Slow"
Fever, &c.),

ERYSIFELAS,
PUERFPERAL (Child-bed) FEVER.
TYPHUB FEVER.

CHOLERA.

Any neglect to carry out the above requirements is punishable by a
PENALTY NOT EXCEEDING FORTY SHILIINGS,

IN ANY CASE OF DOUBT AS TO THE ABOVE ILLNESSES,

THE OPINION OF A OQUALIFIED MEDICAL MAN SHOULD BE
OBTAINED WITHOUT DELAY.

Yours faithiully,
MEREDITH YOUNG, M.D,

Medical Officer of Healih.

Tuberculosis and Milk.

cases of suspicious

No samples were taken under the Tubereulous Milk Clauses, bub several
tuberculous udders came under yovr Food In-
spector's notice with the result that five animals were surrendered, four of
these being in his words, ‘“saturated with tubercle;” in all the five cases

the udders were aflected. No further proceedings were taken after the sur-
render of the carcase in any of the cases mentioned, except strongly recom-
mending disinfection of stalls, etc.

B
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Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order,
1886.

There are 50 cow-keepers in the Borough, all of whom have made applica-
tion to your Committee 1 the preseribed form for registration, certificates
being granted in each case subject to their compliance with the regulations,
ete. Beveral certificates have been held back until certain required alterations
have been completed. Many of the cow sheds in the added area were most
insanitary, and indeed one marvelled how anumals housed under such con-
ditions could exist. As an example I may quote the following case : - Twenty-
three beasts tied up face to face in a building with a ceiling Gft. 3in. high
with loft over, absolutely without light or ventilation (except what could gain
admission through the apertures in the door), with a fotal air space of 6,785
cubic feet or 295 cubic feet each, without proper drainage, the floors paved
with cobbles, and a huge manure pit within 12 feet of the shippon doors.”
This, along with 21 other shippons, has been practically remodelled, the
ceilings raised to O feet high, floors relaid, proper drainage and water supply
provided, windows made to open, and ventilators with upcast shafts fixed
through the roof, proper manure pits formed and drained, and a paved gang-
way provided outside the sheds. In 18 other cases additional lighting and
ventilating has been provided, together with repairs to floors, drains,
abolition of dangerous privies near pumps, and substitution of pails or water-
closets, and the removal of dangerous drains from dairies. In addition to
this struetural work a number of notices were served for overcrowding,
cleansing, and limewashing, ete., all of which were complied with. Itis

leasing to state that by the exertions of your Food Inspector in the cases
Just mentioned every beast has now a free air space of over 600 cubic feet,
and is certainly housed under much more healthy conditions. Without ex-
ception the alterations have been carried out as the result of letters and in-
terviews, no legal proceedings or even threats of these having been
necessary. Other farms are now being dealt with on the same lines. Owing
to the scattered position of the farms and the necessity for regular supervision
of the alterations whilst in progress much of your Food Inspector’s time has
been taken up with this work, some 492 visits having been made.

The question of grooming cattle and cleansing the cows' teats and the
milkers’ hands is one which is never lost sight of, but though it will take
some little time to become an established practice one is inclined to look
upon it as time very well spent.

Much good work has been carried out with a view to securing the greater
cleanliness of milk shops. It has been for years the praectice in some shops
to sell milk, fish, vinegar, pickles, beer, and even paraffin oil over the same
counter, a custom which could not ba considered desirable ; in shops where
-these articles are sold under conditions where contamination of the milk is
likely to oceur, the sale of milk is now forbidden. There have been submitted
to your Committee during the year 53 applications for registration as Milk
Puorveyors, all of which have been granted subject to any sanitary require-
ments being carried out ; 39 milk-sellers have discontinued this business in
consequence of the existence of a combined business (mentioned above),
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leaving a total on the register of 153 (exclusive of farmers). Inall 619 visits
have been made to these milk shops. The places are being gradually im-
proved though not yet quite what one could desire, A 1Lg1*~.tvr_.r is also kept
showing the source from which every milk-seller gets his supply in each
case.

Slaughter-houses.

There are 49 registered Slanghter-houses in the Borough and one Knacker's
Yard. Your Committee gmnte{l licence to a slaugh ter-house previously
closed after cectain necessary alterations had been made, and one was closed
during the year as being badly adapted and totally beyond adequate repair.
Twenty-two of the total number now come under the provisions of the Public
Health Acts Amendment Act, 1390, requiring yearly registration.

During the year 2,158 visits have been paid to the various Slaughter-
houses, which for the most part are badly adapted and unsuitable lor their
purpose,

Having regard to the facts that the places are scattered over a large area
and that slaughtering is done at most hrcgular and entimely periods, it is
almost impossible to keep the places under that close supervision one would
like. It may be said, however, that with one or two exceptions all have been
managed in a fairly Sﬁ.-l-i‘.;‘-fﬂﬁtﬂl'}f maunner, and the quality of the meat in-
spected during the visits has been decidedly good. Notices for cleansing,
removal of oftal, limewashing, ete., have been served in nine cases, and all of
them were complied with. In 14 cases repairs have been carried out at the
instance of this Departinent—in five cases water supply laid on, in three
eases lairage provided, in three cases drains repaired and traps fixed outside
and paving made good, and in three cases drains and floors relaid ; oune privy
midden adjoining a slaughter-house has been converted to a wa,trm closet.
The greatest nuisance still continues to be connected with the depositing of
oftal, and until the Corporation Seavenging Department undertake this
work themselves it will probably continne. The majority of slaughtering
butchers in the town have expressed themselves as willing to make proper
payment to the Seavenging Department for this work, and as proper
attention to these matters must necessarily improve the he:xlth of the often
congested neighbourhoods in which slaughter-houses are usually piaced I
commend this to your committee's eareful consideration. In some 14 cases
coming under your Inspector's notice it has been found necessary to seize
and destroy a number of lungs and livers in consequence of tubercle or fluke,
the carcases, which were otherwise Lealthy, being passed.

(1) The Focd Inspector reports the following cases in which ecarcases, &e.,
were surrendered or seized.  ““ A country cow was being dressed, and it was
found to be aftected. The right lung showed miliary tubercle, and the costal
pleura on the right side showed patches of grape nodules. The lymphatic

lands appeared healthy, and the beef being otherwise in very good con-
ition, was passed, the right fore quarter being alone surrendered,
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t (2) During August an evening visit was paid to a slanghter-house
whilst slanghtering was in progress. One animal, a thiee-year-old heifer,
was found to be fuberculous. The costal plenra on the right and left fore-
quarters and the peritoneum on the left hind-quarter were studded with
miliary tubercle, whilst the inter-costal and dorso-costal lymphatic glands
were enlarged, watery, aad suspicious. DBoth lungs contained tuberenlons
nodules, and the liver contained two tuberculous growths. The entire
carcase was surrendered and destroyed, but having regard to all the facts
attendant upon the case (the butcher having paid a good price for the beast)
no action was taken.

“ (8) During November the carcase of a calf was found hanging up in a
slanghter-house used in common by three butchers. It was dressed in the
usual way for human food. The flesh was wet, badly set, of a bad colour,
and smelt sour ; the organs were missing save the kidneys ; the various
lymphatie gla,nds were enlar ged, watery, and discoloured. The calf appeared
to have suftered from some inflammatory mischief, was certainly usfit for
human food, and consequently was seized and destroyed. Your Committee
authorised a prosecution, and after some difficulty the owner was found and
a second summons taken out against him uader the Slaughter-house Bye-
laws for failing to report to your officer the presence of a diseased carcase
on his premises. The Court considered the ecase proved, and a fine of £10
and costs was imposed in the first case, the second being withdrawr.

“(4) A visit was made to one of the farms on the boundary during May,
and a body of beef found hanging in the coach house, having been by ought
by a well-known disreputable butcher. On examination it was found to be &
case of mild parturient fever, and the flesh having set well it was passed.

“ (5) In Junea visit was made to a farm standing just outside the Borough
with its grounds extending into the Borough, and oceupied by a well-known
butcher with a business in the Borough. A cart load of beef was found in
the yard in charge of the bailiff and thL slanghterman. On examination
the beef, which was poor, was found to he distinetly tuberculous and
dropsical, and it was eunsequently seized and destroyed as unfit for human
food. Your Committee authorised a prosecution, and a series of five sum-
monses were successfully taken out against the various persons concerned for
being the owner, being o puﬁsasmﬁn, and having unregistered slanghter-
housﬂ and fines imposed ranging from 20s. and costs to £20 and Hl):::lnl
costs.”

The various Butchers, Fishmongers, Fruiterers, and other focd shops have
been regularly visited durlnﬂ the year, and only in one case has it been found
necessary to institute pmemdm;.,s in the case of beef deposited in a shop. In
this case three pieces of rib were seized frem the shop; they were partly
decomposed, in addition to being from a  wasted” animal. The defendant
was fined £3 and special costs.

During October a basket of plums were seized from a shop, which were
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unsound. Your Committee authorised a prosecution. The Magistrates dis-
missed the case on the defendant stating that owing to family trouble she
had forgotten to send the plums to be destroyed.

The Markets have been kept under supervision during the year and several
surrenders have been made-—five decomposzed rabbits and a gquantity of
blown veal. Strangely enough blowing is an oftence under the Market Bye-
laws, but it is not prohibited elsc shere. During June a quantity of unsound
fish was seized and destroyed. Your Committee authorised a prosecution.
The defendar.t did vot put in an appearance, and on a warrant being issued
for his arrest he was sent to prison for a month with hard labour. A
quantity of unsound tripe was surrendered during September and destroyed.

Sewering, &c.

I am indebted to the Dorough Surveyor for the following information
relating to sewering, &c., carried out during 1902 :—

(1) Length of back passages paved and sewered, 72 lineal yards.

(2) Length of new sewers laid, 5,979 lineal yards of sewers and 3,773
lineal yards of surface water sewers.

(3) Shalt ventilators erected, nona, (Present number of shaft ventilators,
89).

(4) Swurface sewer ventilators closed, none.

(5) Length of old sewers taken up and relaid, none.

Bacteriological Examinations.

These are earvied cut for the Sanitary Committee by Professor Delepiie,
of the Public Health Laboratory, Stanley Grove, Manchester, the cost of the
examinatlions being borne by the Sanitary Committee. During the year 115
specimens have been submitted for diagnosis, and though this number is a
sinall one, it must be remembered that the system is a eomparatively recent
one, and many medieal practitioners have not yet had an opportunity of
gaining a proper experience of its value. It eannot be too strongly empha-
sised that bacteriological examination is only an adjunct to, and not a
substitute for, elinieal diagnosis. The baeteriologist, however expert he may
be can only say of certain mater al sent to him by the medical practitioner,
that on being tested or examined it does or does not give a certain reaction,
or that it does or does not contain certain pathogenic bacleria. The result
of the bactericlogical examination must only be accepted by the physician as
one of the many factors which he has to take into consideration before pro-
nouncing his verdict as to the nature of the disease. The result of that
bacteriological examination may only puzzle the physician instead of
assisting him and making his way clear, but it should be no more puzzling
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than the discovery of an unexpected symptom or physical sign or the non-
discovery of one which he may reasonably expect. The cases in which a
baecteriological examination assists the physicians are far more numerous
than those in which it perplexes him, or leaves him just where he was
before. The best testimony to the value of such an examination is afforded
by the fact that those physicians who have used most the facilities afiorded
for that purpese by the Sanitary Committee are those who continue to use it
most. 1t is to be hoped that those medieal men who have not hitherto taken
much advaniage of the opportunities offered of having a bactericlogical
report in certain diseases will not abandon their faith in the system until
they have given it a lengthy and fair trial. I say nothing of the immense
value of the system to the Sanitary Department and the Hospitals ; of that
I could searcely speak too strongly.

The system is now adopted of sending an outfit to replace the one used
divectly Professor Delepine’s report comes to hand, an exact copy of the
latter being sent at the same time. This ensures medical men in the habit
of using the method always having an outfit at hand for immediate use.

The cases examined have been of the following nature :—

Positive. Negative. Doubtful-
Typhoid (Widal l‘em:laiou} ...... L ST 7 TR 2
Diphtheria .. 7 28 1
Tubercle {Phthimsj ............ 1 SN LIt G —

Meteorological Observations.

The Meteorological Station. the instruments in which are the gift of M.
T. Eay, J.P., of this town, is situated in the centre of the town in the Town'’s
Yard, off St. Petersgate.

The instruments are as follows (—
(1} Stevenson's Secreen, containing
(a) Maximum Thermometer For Shade

(b) Minimum Thermometer Temperatures.
(c) Wetand Dry Bulb Hygrometer.

(2) Campbell's Sunshine Recorder.
(8) Five-inch Rain Gauge.

(4) Black and Bright Bulb Thermometers (for * Radiation” Tempera-
tures).

() Grass Minimum Thermometer,
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(6) One foot and four feet Earth Thermometers.
(7) Robinson's Anemometer.

(8) Standard Mercurial Barometer (Kew pattern). This last instrument is
fixed in the office of the Medical Officer of Health at a height of 152 feet

above mean sea level.

Readings of these instruments are taken at 9 a.m. each day, and are subse-
quently corrected and recorded in a register kept for that purpose. A
tabulated statement of the readings for 1902 is given herewith.

Housing of the Working Classes Act, 189o0.

During the year 11 houses have been condemned by your Medical Officer
of Health as being in a state so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation ; these houses were Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6,
Bennison’s Court, High Street ; Nos. 23, 25, and 48, Frances Street, South
Reddish ; No. 4, Morley's Court, Adlington Square ; and No. 53, Back
Water Street. Since their condemnation the houses in Bennizon's Court
have changed ownership, and the present owner has a scheme in hand which
will involve the demohtion of probably two of the houses and the reconstruc-
tion of the remainder.

Recommendations in brief for future action.

These are submitted in compliance with the instruections of the Local
Government Board as to the preparation of Annual Reports by Medieal
Olficers of Health.

1. That the provision of inereased accommodation at the Dialstone Lane
Fever Hﬂsfpitu:l—n matter which has engaged your Sanitary Committee’s
attention for a considerable time now—be pressed forward with all possible
dispatch.

2. That the present system of ¢ tipping"” ashpit refuse be disecontinued,
and that in lieu thereof one or more refuse destructors be erected for the
purpose of disposing of such reluse.

3. That a station for the preparation and distribution of sterilised milk be
provided (vide Dr. Charles Porter’s Annual Report for the year 1899).

4. That a School Medical Officer be appointed with duties oa some such
lines as are sketched out in the Annual Report of your Medical Officer of
Health for 1900 (pp. 34 and 35).
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