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BOROUGH OF STAIIFORD

Annual Report of the liediczl Officer of Health
for the Year 1969

To the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors
of the Borough of Stamford

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my sixteenth Annual Report on the
Vital Statistices, Health and Living Conditions of the Borough.

STLTISTICS AID SOCILL CONDITIONS

Lrea in Acres e e ey A e B e 1918
PGPU]-ﬂtiﬂﬂ (GBHSUS 1962} — & ww P e e 11 ,?’15
Population (Registrar General's estimate 31.12.69) ... 114,000
Rﬂt&&ble Value T e w aew ane ann .as PR ESOU,E'-!-I-G
Product iof iPenny Rate ‘was  was . aen  ese  ass o aas £1,960
Number of inhabited houses ... Boo WEEss SRy S 4720

Vitel Statistics for the year 1969

Note: Eirth and Death Rates

As the age and sex distribution of the population in different
areas materially affects both the Rirth and Death rates of these
areas comparability factors allowing for this are issued by the
Registrar General for each Local Government Unit. These factors mey
be used for calculating what are termed in this Report as "Net"
rates and fairer comparisons arc obtained if the latter are used iden

comparing rates with those of any other area (when these have been
similarly adjusted) or with the rates for the Country as a whole.

These factors for Births and Deaths in respect of Stamford woie
1.05 and 0.80 respectively. The corresponding figure when multiplied
by the Crude Rate (that is, for Births or Deaths as the case m.y be)
will give the Net Rate.

The arca comparability facters contain adjustments for boundiry
changes and make allowances for the way in which the sex and wge
distribution of the local population differs from that for Tngland
and Wales as a whole. In addition, the death area comparability factors
have been adjusted specifically to take account of the presence of
arny residentiel institutions in each area.
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Total ILive Births B i T e 123 116
LE!{;itil]lELtE! & & & E - C 115‘ 112
Ille&;i-timate - BN - & W L 5 L"

Crude Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of estimated population
Net Live Birth Rate per 1,000 of estimated population
Rate flor Englund and “ales

Illegitimate Live Births per cent of Total Live Births
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8tillbixrtha = ... i g aea ads -
Legitimate
Illegitimate - FO e e - -
Total Live and S5till Births ese
Still Birth Rate per 1,000 Live and Still Births
Rate for England and Wales
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Crude Death Rate per 1,000 of estimated population
Net Death Rate per 1,000 of estimated population
Rate for Englund and Wales

Natural incresse, i.e. Excess of Live Births over Deaths

TOTAL

204
14,6
8.0
¢ I [,
35

Infantile Mortality = Deaths of Infants under one vear

M F

Number of Deaths 3i's i iR 23 . 5 1
Legitimate siidd ni.bemnEd . etasia 3 1
IllE&gitim&'tE & & @ & & @ - e e R ] Lo =

Infantile Mortelity Rate per 1,000 Live Births

Rate for England and %ales

The number of deaths of infants under one year of age
It was 2 in 1967 and 3 in 1968.

Infantile

Infantile

§ ot &

Neo=Natel Mortality i.e. Deaths of infants
under four weeks of age 1 1
Hortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births

Rate for England and Wales

Neo=llatal

TOTLL

Mortality Rate per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births - 18.0
Mortality Rate per 1,000 Illegitimate Live Births NIL

TOTAL
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Early Neo-Natal Deaths i.e. Deaths of infants

under one weelt of age 1 1 2

Early Neo-Natal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Live Births - 8.0
Rate for England and Wales - 10,0

Peri"ﬂﬂ-t‘{ﬂ- DE:E-thS . e ' EE " s Ea - 2

Peri-Natal Mortality Reate (i.e. Still Births and
Deaths under one week combined) per 1,000
total Live and Still Births .. it ey = 8,0
Rate for England and Wales 2%.0

There was no case of Maternal Death i.e. a death due to
Pregnancy, Childbirth or &bortion.

-0-0=-0~-

MARRTAGES SOLEMNISED IN THE
BOROUGH OF STAMFORD

1966 115
1967 103
1968 120
1969 113

The trend to embark on the matrimonisl seas at ever younger
ages continues, How scon will "My Spouse™ become a topic of
conversation in the Sixth Form Common Room?

The live birth rate et eighteen was more favourable than the
Naticnal figure of 16,3 which lotter again showed the same dormword
swing of the previous year,

No still births occurred this year. The last occasion upon
which this happened was in 1966,

A total of twelve illegitimate births (5 per cent of the toiol
live births) was one up on the previous year but is still well below
the National average of 8.5 per cent. MNonetheless it must be
remembered that even in these permissive days those born without
the security of two parents and a secure home start life under a big
handicap.

The Death rate on the Borough wcs 8.0 per thousand comparcd
with 11.9 for the Country as a whole but this favourable figure wis
only arrived at after the usc of the comparability factor. This
makes allowance for our relatively high proportion of elderly residents.
The composition of the town's population is however gradually coming
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closer to the National Cross Section as the factor for births is
now close to unity and that for deaths has improved to 0,80 this
year from the 0.68 of the previous year.

The Infantile Mortality rate for Englend and Wales at 18 nper
thousand live births has only once been equalled and never improved
upon, OStamford was one point betier than this.

The causes of the infaentile deaths were:

1. HMale, aged 4 months -  Asphyxia.

2e Femalec, aged 1 day = Congestive Cardiac Failure
Haemolytic Disescse of the newborn
Prematurity (34 weeks gest.tion)

3« Male, aged 2 months - Meningitis

Ls lale, aged 3 days = Respiratory Distress Syndrome
Prematurity
Anaemia

Peri-Natal Mortality is in many ways the most significont of oll
the Infantile Mortality statistics in assessing our obstetric cnd
paediatric skills and achievements. The figure flor Stamford vcs
eight compared with the National average of twenty-three.

All of these Vital Statistics point to the favourable eXgeriences
of those who dwell here and they also pay tribute to the high standords
of child care which the mothers of the town bestow upon their children.

It must however be constantly borne in mind that with the
relatively small population of 14,000 a slight variation in the number
of births and deaths recorded cun cause a big swing in the rates, It
is perhaps more valuable to assess the trends over five year periods
and on this criterion also the State of Borough is a favourable one.

The natural increase, that is excess of births over deaths,
was thirty-five this year compared with sixty-two in 1968, On to
this however must be added the considerable influx of population,
mostly in the younger age groups, which augers well for the future
and the vitality of Stamford.

=0=0=0=
The statistics from the Registrar General's Office on which

these are based were three weeks later than usual this year, The
introduction of computers showed once again their limitations!



CAUSES OF DEATH TABLE

T .
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Other diseases of the blood .. cnw F { el e ] 1
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Hypertonsive Diagase 5% 10 Joo “afmom: i £ i 6
Chronic Rheumatic Heart Disease ... - 2 fig) 2
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Congenital onomalics eee  ees  eoe | 1 - 1
Birth injury, difficult labour ... | - 1
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411 other accidents ... o P | 1
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Diseases of the Cerdio-Vascular System were agoin at the head
of the causes of death claiming ninety-five and of these thirty-threce
or nearly a third werec due to Coronaory Heart Disease, with "strokes"
accounting for about a third slso. Fifty=-two of those wio succumbed
to cardio-vascular cceidents were in the sevonty=five ycars cnd
over age group which indicates that the main underlying I'.ctor is
thot of the genersl ond artcrisl degenerative proecesscs of ..geing.
At the present time much research is being done into the fictors
which cause this degencration end what can be done to slow it down.
Meantime the wdoption of healthy living hebits with a bal. nce
between work and play, with regular exercise and noderation in all
things particularly at the flesh pots is the best assurcncc of
healthy arteries.

Malignant Growths returned to on unenvisble second plicc in
the death tables, being responsible for forty-nine, and of these
cight males were afflicted by concer of the lung., The associction
between this disease and cigorette smoking is now too well knowm
to worrant further claboration here.

Disecases of the respirantory system took third place on the list
with thirty, of which pneumonia and bronchitis accountcd for
cleven each., The former was associated with the high influcnzel
incidence at the end of the year and bore particularly hcowvily on
the over scventy-five years group.

The Bronchitis figure is high in an arca in which air pollution
is minimal from large industrial works and where the incidcacce of
"English Discease™ would not be expected to be a high one. Hore again
there are strong indications that the cigarette plays o big part.

In the Country as o whole three fifths of the men still smoke, It
is furthermore cstimated by the Chicf Medieal Officer, linistry of
Health and Social Security that one seventh of the totel do..ths and
one fifth of the total sickness are due to cigarettes. The Troosury
nonetheless benefitted by o tax levy of £1143 million on this port
of the Nation's drug bill last ycar. Should they worry?

S8ix deaths from cancer of the breast is o renminder th ©t this is
the commonest form of cancer in the female., Exfoliative cytology is
an cxcellent screening procedure and should reduce mortality f'rom
cancer of the cervix to a very low figure, No less import.nt is
regular self examination of the breests by wonen over forty yceors of
age. This is a simple and easily lecrnt technique and is not in
the least likely to cause hypochondria as some huve allcoged. It 1s
instead the best woy of detecting trouble at o very early stage
when it is most ceasily trecated.

Four deaths were due to accidents and of these throee worc on
the road in vehicle crashes. The fourth involved a four months old



infant who smothered himself in his cot = the Verdict bcing
accidental asphyxia.

Therec were two suicides, one by hanging and one by curbon
monoxide gus poisoning., These two added to the rising incidence of
suicide and attempted suicide. This has in fact incrcused by six
times in the past six years and indicates that 2ll the ucterialistic
stondards and benefits of an affluent society are no antidote to
enotional problems. All too many, finding no answer to their needs,
take this tragic way out of their troubles., We still howve o lot to
learn,

One hundred amd twelve of the deaths were in persons cged
seventy-five years of age or over, being fifty-five pcr cant.
Longevity is now the experience of the majority and all sociul ond
house planning should toke note of this fact.



GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREL

Nursing in the Home

Under the County Council Scheme the Borough has one District
Midwife, Miss Morris, Residence: Drif't Road, Stamford. Telephone:
Stamford 3591. She is relieved by Mrs. Ludlow, District Nurse=-
Midwife, M, Empingham Roed, Stanford. Telephone: Stamford 3700.
There is also o purt time District Nurse/liidwife, Mrs., Calaby,

26, dambleton Roud und Krs. Rumbelow, Carpenter's Lodge, Burghley
Park, who does District Nursing duties only.

Home Helps

Home Halps cre provided for the Town of Stumford and the
neighbouring «ren of South Kesteven by the County Health Department.,
Application should be made to Mrs., I. M. Pepper, District Home Help
Organiser, Barm Hill Clinic, Stamford.

Mondsy to - 8.45 aum. = 12.30 p.m,
Frj_d.(‘]y 1130 P.m. - 5115 lel

This service has now been currying on its humanitarion work for
a full two decades, It originasted as a service to the expectant
apd nursing mother, but this aspect has lar ely been superceded in
providing for the needs of the elderly, the disabled and those in
social need, It permits the elderly to remain in comfort in their
own homes long after they would otherwise be forced into welfure homes
or hospital by the disabilities of age. It tides the ordinary family
over a domestic crisis and keeps the Problem Family from disruption,
The living testimony to its achievement lies in the number of homes
tenanted by elderly single individuals and the femilies which have
been saved from socicl disintegration through its offorts, It is
difficult now to imagine just what did happen prior to the Home
Helps appecarance on the scene.

Eighteen Home Helps are employed for work in the Borough and on
average there are ninety cases on the books at any onc time, of which
eighty-four are elderly persons,

One Good Neighbour is also avallable to provide supportive help
to others living within the vicinity of her own hone,

Welfare Foods

Welfare Foods can be obtained from the Born Hill Clinie at the
following times:

Monday to - B.45 a.m, = 12,30 pem,
Friﬂ.ﬂ;}?' 1-50 p-ﬂ. e 5115 lei
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Health Visitors

For most of the year Miss Hetherington, Stamford's Health
Visitor had to cover not only the Borough but also the Bourne and
South Kesteven area for all the specialised Health Visitor duties.
Later in the year with the filling of a similar post in Bourne her
burden was eased in that direction but the demands for Tuberculosis
investigation and after Care work, the sunport of Problem Fumilies,
visiting the aged and allied socio-medical work are insistent and
demanding of every available moment and all the enthusiasm which she
brings to them, Mrs. Stevenson, S.,R.N, also assists ably in the work
both in the Clinic and in the domiciliary sphere.

Mental Welfare

Mr., H. S. Townsend, liental Welfare Officer, provides the link
between the Family Doctor, the mentally ill patient and the Hospital
Service., He also carries out the statutory duties loid down in the
Mental Welfare Act of 1359 and does preventive work in this field,
covering the Stamford iree, Telephone No. Stamford 2906, Home
Telephone No. Bourne 2983. The work in this section has showm a
definite increase during the year.

Ambulance Service

This service is a County Council directly controlled one, There
are three ambulances and one sitting case car with District Headquarters
at Ryhall Road, Stamford. Telephone No. Stumford 2379.

Hospitals

Stamf'ord and Rutland Hospital, Stamford, provides full facilities
for general wedicnl, surgical and maternity patients.

Geriatric patients and the more chronic sick are admitted to
St. George's Hospital, Stemford.

Patients with diseases of the chest are cotered for at the Chest
Hospital, Bourne, and Clinics are also held at the Stamford Hospital,

Persons suffering from infectious diseases, requiring in=-patient
treatinent are admitted to the Peterborough Isolcotion Hospital.

#ll these Hospitals are controlled by the East unglian Regional
Hospital BRoard.

The services to the mentally disordered patient are proviied by

the Sheffield Regional Hospital Board hased on the Hammston Hall and
Rauceby Hospitals.
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TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS
(2) PROVIDED BY KESTEVEN COUNTY COUNCIL

Child Welfare

Weekly Clinic, - Priday 10 a.a. = 12 noon (Minor ailment and

Barn Hill House, infant welfare)

Stamford, 2 pels = L p.m., (Infent Welfare)
First and

third Mondays2 p.m, = 4 p.m, (Infant Welfare)

This is staffed by a Health Visitor and a State Registered Nurse.
The doctor attends each Friday morning and on the first, third and
fifth Friday aftermoons, and also on the third Monday afternoon.
The average attendance at these Clinics was 115 which though a slight
reduction on the previous year is still much too high to be desirable
from either the staff or attenders point of view. It was to try and
reduce this overcrowding that two Monday clinics were commencged in
the autunn and they have proved to be well attended, and yet the
average hus only fallen by four from the previous year's figure.
The total sttendance for the year was Ehhd, the highest ever figure,
More than ever necessary are the long proposed extensions to the
Barn Hill House premises for the activities there have far outatripped
the availeble accommodation. Five yecars ago the attendance for the
year wos 4696 - up by 37 per cent, but there is even less space now
than there was then due to increased demands for storage space and
other commitments. Nurses taking Hidwifery courses at the Hospital
and one on the Distriect attend regularly as part of their training.

It seems the interval between school leaving and coming to the
¢linic with their first born is becoming even shorter. With the
raising of the school leaving age doubtless the time will come
when they will overlap! Meantime these very young mothers scem to
cope with their materncl responsibilities in a very praiseworthy
way in most instances.

Mrs. Grundy ond her dedicated band of voluntary helpers render
most valuable services on Friday aftcrnoons, making available a wide
range of Infant Foods and food supplements. They also help with the
record keeping and do so much to create a happy social atmosphere
for the mothers attending the Cliniec and awaiting their turn,

Their enthusiasm remains undeterred by season or weather and we are
much indebted tc them for all they do.

No case of phenylketonurea wos found during the year. There is
a4 probability that the urine test will be superceded by the Guthrie
Blood test. Thether the extra truuma involved for all babies is
justifieble in pursuit of the very low incidence of the disease in the

12



first instance and the few which are missed by the simpler scrcening
method is a moot point.

Diphtheric Immunisation

A Diphtheria Immunisation Clinic is held at Barn Hill House,
Stamford on the first Wednesdesy of each month from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Immunisation is also availeble at the Friday morning and the Hondoy
and Friday afternoon clinies if requested.

Numbers immunised during the year:

1969 1368

Primary Protection T4 175
Reinforeing Protection 437 L2l
Bl st OO

The apparent fall in the primory protection was due to tie ch.nge
in schedule from injections at the fourth, fifth and sixth months
to the sixth, eighth and twelf'th months, thus prolonging the poriod
over which immunisation is taking ploce. The statistics in 1970
should be back to the normal again.

In addition the following children living outside the Dorou
and the County were immunised:

1669 1968

Primary Protection 7 18
Reinforecing Protection L6 65
5 B

122 children were immunised by the Family Doctors, 4O for
Primary Courses and 82 for Reinforcing protection.

Help &t the Barn Hill Immunisation Clinic has again been given
by Mlle, Dauzou and Mrs. Broughton of the British Red Cross Socicty
to whom I would like to express sincere thanks.

School Health Service Clinic

This is situated at Barn Hill, Stamford, providing Opthalmie,
Physiotherapy and Speech Therapy Clinics. 4 minor ailment cliniec is
held from 9 a.m. to 10 z.m. on weekdoys and is attended by a Stote
Registered Nurse.

13



School Dental Service

During the year, all the children attending primary schools
were dentally inspected. i total of 2760 inspections were made cnd
1220 were found to need treatment. 1687 were inspected for the
first time and of these 682 were found in need of treatment. A
total of 1118 courses of treatment were complcted during the yeor.
The ratio of fillings to extractions was two to one.

Marginolly fewer permanent tceth were extracted this year by
comparison with 1968 but twenty-five per cent fewer deciduous teeth
were extracted in the School Jfige groups.

Nineteen orthodontic cases were treated and twenty-two dcental
appliances were fitted. During the period, 383 sessions were
devoted to treatment and 58 to inspections. There was no formal
Dentel Heelth Education this year but chairside opportunities were
grasped to further dental health, It is of much regret that after
building up this Service following a long hiatus in it that dr.
Parsons should be now leaving to enter private practice.

Mothercraft Classes

These are held on Tuesday afternoons and are primarily intondcd
for wonen expecting their first baby. The course consists of cight
lectures covering ante natal care, preparation for confinement and
infant care. Relaxation excreises are also taught, films are shomm
and the occasion is made an enjoyably social one, The Club w:s run
by Miss M, Hetherington, S.R.N., S.C.M., H.V.Cert,

The attendance of mothers-to=-be was as follows:

Number of paticents

Peterborough and

Huntingdonshire 12
Rutland 9
Stomford 5l
Northamptonshire 12
South Kesteven Rural Districet 8

95

The total number of visits made to the Clinic was 643,

14



Cervical Cytology Clinic

This was the third ycar of operation of this eclinic at Born Hill
and the number of patients availing themselves of the facility were:

Number of patients

Stemford 212

South Kesteven Rural District 31

Peterborough and

Huntingdonshire 60

Northamptonshire 23

Rutland 52
| 3

A total of 435 smears were taken.

One unsuspected case of early cancer of the cervix was discovered
in the 212 who came from thec Borough ond she had the requisite
treatment by the Consultant Gynaecologist. Additionally thirteen
were discovered to require treatment for other gynaccological conditions.

The Clinic is held on the second and fourth Thursday aftcrnoons
by the writer, relieved on several occasions by Dr. 4. Whiteloy.
The demand for the service has stabilised and there is now virtuwlly
no waiting list, All on the books are automatically recallcd ot
the end of three years. Due to a shortage of trained personnel
there has been delay in receiving laboratory reports amounting at
times to threc months., This however, is being gradually overcome
and by the year's end was dovm to six to eight wecks.

Ckhkildren's Dopartment

The Area Child Care Officer, Miss Hodgson and her staff h.ve
their office in 8t. George's Street, Telephone lo. Stamford 3011.

The Play Group started in 1967 for deprived children is now
held on Thursday mornings ot the Kings Mill Centre, This is run
and financed from voluntary sources,

The Family Advice Centre is open on Fridays at St. George's

Strecet from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. to deal with all questions or
social problems involving children and young porsons.

15



(b) PROVIDED BY THE REGION:L HOSPITAL BO/RD

Tuberculosis
At Stamford Hospital Tuesdays from 2,00 p.n.
Weekly Clinies Fridays from 2.00 p.m.

Under Dr. G. Bernard Royce, Consulting Chest Physician,
Peterborough Group of Hospitals.

Venereal Diseasc

Clinies are held at the Out Patients' Department, District
Hospital, Peterborough, under Dr. N. A. Ross.

Males Fenales

Mondoys 5.00 = 6,00 p.my, Tucsdays 10.30 = 11.30 a.n.
Wednesday s 5,30 = 6,30 p.n, Thursdays 4.30 = 5,30 p.n.

(¢) PROVIDED BY THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE BQLRD

Laboratory Facilities

Bacteriological excainations are carried out by the Publie
Health Laboratory at Peterborough under the direction of Dr. E.J.G.
Glencross. They provide a fully comprchensive service including
brucellosis and antibiotic examinations of milk, water samples,
widals and general bacteriological work. I would like to acknowledge
gratefully the ever generous help, advice and courtesy which hos
been extended to us at all times by the Director and his Staff.

(d) PROVIDED BY THE FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION

Fomily Planning Clinic.

Now in its tenth year it provides a service to the merried
who wish to plen their families and to the engeged wishing pre-morital
advice. Instruction is given on mcthods of contraception and advice
on sexual problems, sterility and infertility.

Details of the Clinic for the year are given below:

16



Nunber of sessions held s . . suw 25

Number of Patients new to F,P.A. e i 76
Number of Patients transferring from

other F.P.A, Clinics ... L et VL L0
Total of individual women attending ...  as. 180
Total Number of Attendances s s hs AR 404

-

Analysis of New Patients by Analysis of New Paticants by

Ago Group at first visit Number of Pregnoncics
Dnder 20:¥ears . se  os 5 0 pregnancies .. «. +o 18
20 astlicsyaape ™yl Selissl 25 1 pregnancy e s b
Shi=igD syears ual wetusar 20 2 Pragnanaless .ol whose 17
3':] o 3"'4- years . n . e e 13‘ 3 " e . e 13
over 3. years .. se¢ ¢ 13 L " S el 8
L e 5 n (] ) & _3
?6 6 " ) L] e e
e 6+ “ LN L - 8 1
76

The Clinic is run by Dr. M, G. Orrell,

Cervical smears are also taken as part of the medicol exeminntion
where these are considered advisable, snd during the yoor 127 smears
were taken, of which two required follow=up treatment,

Mrs., Achurch of Ryh2ll and her band of voluntary workers have
given every assistance and a keen appreciation of their help is voiced.

The sessions are held:

First Tuesday in each month 2,00 pom., = 3.45 p.m,
Secord Tuesdey in each nonth 700 p.m. = 8,45 p.n.
Third Tuesday in each month 700 p.ity = 8.45 pelle

Patients must have appointments for their first ottondonce ond
application should be made to Mrs. J. Achurch, Honorary Sceretary,
Local Branch of the Family Planning Associetion, ¢/o Barn [7ill House,
Stamford. Telephone No. Stamford 2906, during clinic timcs.

(e) PROVIDED BY THE HOHME OITICE

Probation Service

Mr, Perrett Cole, Probation Officer attends Barn Hill House on
Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to 7 p.n.
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Moral Welfare

Miss Clarke, Moral Welfare Worker attends the Barn Hill Clinmic
on clternate Fridays from 1.30 p.m. = 3.30 pem, and will give
interviews ond advice to anyone requiring this service,
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SANITLRY CIRCUMBT.LNCES OF THE ARBA

Water

The responsibility for the supply and distribution of witer is
that of the South Lincolnshire Water Board on which the Borough is
represented by two elected members.

Right since its birth there has been close co=oper..tion between
the Woter Board and this Health Department with flull and frce
interchange of information on all subjects of mutual intcrcst. This
warm lisison was taken one step further when the writer w.s pcrmiited
to become the first Medical Adviser to the Water Board which welds
another strong link between those who provide water and thosc who
consune it,

A further patent illustration of the help and intorest at all
times of Mr. N. A, Bagles, Enginecr and Manager to the Boord wnd
his staff is the report from him which follows:

"The total quantity of wuter supplied to the Borough of
Stamf'ord during the year was 307,004,000 gallons which is . n increase
of 1,180,000 gallons above the 1968 figure.

"Weekly bacteriological examination of water samplcs teken from
sourcc works and reservoirs was continued throughout thc yccer. The
vast majority of these analyses were satisfoctory but some trouble
wes experienced from time to time with the samples of untre.ted
water from the various sources. In particular, the sourcc at Ryhall
Road was again very badly affected by bacteriologicul pollution and
it wus possible to put only a limited quantity of water into supply
from this source.

"The length and diamcter of new mains laoid in the Borough during
the year are shown in the following table:

Location Yards

s iy e—— e [ s Lo __:_._F_:i;;_._j."_‘_.?.__E;_i_d._gﬁ "“5_:;{;;_1- : ..
1 Castorton Road Estate {“4"156__;36; 2§§ i - H?--“EQLT*

i St. Martin's | - 1110 loas: i s Lot 4411

! Empingham Road Estate i - | = i1525 é 88 1613

i Green Lene Estate : - - Ly i - L7

1 Cherryholt Road I - 4O | 60_{"_ - 100
t  TotaIs | 158323 {1925 | 88 | 219k |
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"The net increase in the nunber of domestic services during the
year was 180",

The following table gives o typicoal chemicol analysis fron a
scmple of water from the Tallington supply:

CHEMICALL ANALYSIS

Parts per million

SR

Tallington Sgﬁjﬁf

P‘H e s enw TR " R ?:2
Chlorine present as Chloride ... ose 27.0
Hardyibma s Mt ] =t A et e e 365,0
Gélr‘bﬂmte 'E saw B 21]-5‘- 0
Non-Carboncte sae saa 120.0
Nitrate NiTropen, e saey o .o 0.2
Nitrite Nitrogen ... b i e sbsent
smmoniacal Nitrogen o e “es 0.05
Albuninoid Nitrogen e e e 0.01
Oxyzen Absorbed .ae wain s Sk 0.20
Free Carbon Dioxide ses  see S 34,0
Dissolved Solids dried at 180 C. ... 460, 0
Alkelinity as Calecium Carbonate Qe 2L5,0
Irﬂn LE N ] L B -] L LN ] L LR ﬂl%
Metals: Zinec, Copper, Lead ... cos tbsent
Sulphate (snij 120.0
Flu‘}rido LI L LN ] L L N u'}

Remarks

This sample 1s clear and bright in appearance, neutral in
reaction and free from metinls apart from a negligible troce of
iron. The water is wvery hoard in character but not excessively
so, it contains no coxcess of mineral constituents and it is of
very satisfactory orgenic quality.

From the aspect of the chemical analysis these results are
indicative of a pure and wholesome water suitable for publie
supply purposes,

The total consumption of water it is noted has risen in the jeor
by well over a million gallons but the avirage per head of the
population is little changed at 60,0 gallons per head yer doy. It is
evident thut with nore and more houses having modern heating systems
and baths installed - stimulated by Grant .id = that the avoruge
consumption will show a corresponding rise, So the insati ble demend
for water continues., It is highly important that water be rogorded
not just by the conservationists but by all as a National ..sset which
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must not be wasted. In particular it is important thut cvery effort
be made to husband and secure the integrity from pollution and
exploitation of the exceedingly bacterial pure w .tcrs in the
underground reservoirs of the Lincolnshire Limestonc. The time will
surely come when heavy industrial consumers of water will be required
to regenerate and recirculate the water they use initecd of once

only and then to the Sea. The improvident use of n:tvr-l resources
cannot continue indefinitely without exacting o high orice.

The sources of Stamford's water are:

Pilsgate 11.667 Million gnllons
Tallington 192.821 Million gillouns
Wothorpe 21.900 Million gallons
Ryhall Road 35.003 Million gaillons
Thitewater 46,213 HWillion gallons

From these figures it will be seen that approxia tcly two thirds
of the total comes from the comparatively new Tallinjton supply. It
is interesting to notc that routine sampling during thec year gave
consistent fluoride figures of between 0.25 and 0.3 parts per million
or approximately a third of the accepted optimum fijuwire of 1 part
per million as a preventative of dental caries,

-— o o= o o

There were no further additions or alterations to the scwage
disposal system during the year but behind the scencs plins and designs
were going on for the new Scwage Disposul Works for tnc Dorough. It
is hoped to site this Ecatward of Uff'ington, adj.cont to the River
Welland, This is becoming of ever increasing urpgency ¢s the growth
of population throws cver increasing demuands upon . works, which 1is
already outstripping its design capacity by o wide m.igin. The cost
is high at well over £m. but the nced is insistent ..id emphatic.

The final effluents repectedly fall short of Roy: 1l Commission
standuards as the following figures show:
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SRR < Susponded | Biological| Nitrote as
Solids Oxy gen i Nitrogen
Ll Jentrinntonnt] fadsDeReRd
2nd Jonuary, 1969 ] I3 2.8 0,69
Lth February, 1969 35 20 0.59
5th March, 1969 37 3 0. 51,
2%rd April, 1969 i 43 , - 0.46
| 1kth oy, 1969 | 36 28 0.67
18th June, 1969 g 3l 20 0. 54
2hth July, 1969 L9 | %2 ; 0.81
16th September, 1969 | 26 17 | 0.82
| 14th October, 1969 30 18 0.72
26th Novenber, 1969 45 L3 5 0.63 |
18th December, 1969 | 38 22 0.60
% 2 i 0 a2 L : i ke SR R i

The average figure for the ycar was therefore:

Suspended Solids 38
Biologicel Oxygen Demand 26
Nitrate as Nitrogen 0.66

The Royal Commission stonderds ares
Suspended Solids not to exceed 30
B.0.Ds not to excecd 20

The figure for nitrate as nitrogen shows a slight under
nitrification on the filter beds.

The year did however sec the completion of the sewering of the
village of Uffington in the South Kesteven Rural District including
all housc connections within 100 feet of the new sewer line cnd
sewage hod started to flow to the Stamford works for treatment by
the end of the year., This good neighbour arrangemncnt between two
adjacent Authorities bears eloquent cevidence of the good-will which
exists betwecen them to the advantage of their respective communitics.

Other work under design is thc extension of the trunk scwer from

its head in St. Leonard's Street to the disposal works and so relieve
the bottle neck which here occurs.
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Sludge composting with straw has continued and there hes been
little malodour since the system wus imtroduced four yuors cgo. The
final product is in considercble demand for its menuri.l volue and
has also assisted in providing top cover for refuse tip se.ling.

The origincl washing detergents crceated quite a fo.a problenm
at disposal works. This has been greatly reduced but onc connot
help wondering what the effect of the ncw sophisticated "biological
woshing powders" activated as they are with & pancreatic {ype engyme
will have on the biologiecal filters if their usc becoinus worc and
more widespread. It would scem axiomatic that with morc ..nd ever
nore chemicals, industrial and farm effluents and other by-products
of a complex society being swept down the sewers to bec trccted and
at the sane time River Boards rightly demanding highor ond lLigher
standards of final effluents before they accept them thut & Torks
Chemist will be required. .After all is said and donec tlic design of
a modern works is really the design of a plant where compliceted
bio-chemical processes arc taking place which need const nt loboratory
control if' they are to function as they should. A Chemist is aoble to
detect any devistion from normzl and being on the spot c.n nip
trouble in the bud.

The new Public Conveniences in Red Lion Square into wiiich so
much thought in design had gone and were at their oponing warmly
welcomed as such a pleasing asset in the centre of the towm. These
were stormed and buttered by hooligans and vandals demonstroting the
equality of the sexes by equal domage on both sides. It is stronge
how some have an uncanny premonition that the only mark they will
nmaoke in life is that which they achieve on lavatory walls and
undefended publie property.

A weekly house door refusce collection is given and disposal is
by controlled tipping to the site at Yarwell. This inwvolves a
round trip of twelve miles. ¥With the ever increasing dilfficulty
in finding sites the Corporation is lucky to have onc at «ll and to
be able to defer the imsvitcoble day in which a Central Destructor
Plont is dictuted by events. The prevention of fly nuis .ices and
rodent control are scrupulously underteken at the site. ‘uis was the
first full year in which o charge was levied for the colliciion of
refuse from business premises and this new initiative hos progressed
smoothly. With so many wives going out to work and coming home at
the same time as their husbands there is a tremendous dein.nd for
timned and ready prepared meccls on their return. This .dded to
polythene and other new forms of packaging has altered completely the
contents of the refuse freighter. Many of these by-productis ure
almost indestructible by burying and make a tip fire cven nore
undesirable than ever.

Like so many other raw moterials there have been wide
fluctuations in the demand for and price of paper and c.rdbocrd
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salvage. This no doubt wus largely responsible for the fall in the
quantity collected from 209 tons 7 cwts. to 127 tons 2 cwts. wnd the
price obtained from £1827 Ls, 3d. to £1294 11s. 6d. This service is
more than justified by the exclusion of unnccessary inflammable
material from the tipping surface,by the saving in freighter spice
and by saving a little mongy for the Country in replacing an
equivalent anmount of imported wood pulp.

fhat a wonderful Jjob tht roef'use collecctors do in all weathors
and circumstances, They deserve the sincerc thenks of us all. They
deserve thot only suthoriszed bins are used and that fragile cordboard
boxes which collapse discharging thelr contents all over the
unfortunate collcector cease for ever more to be used. It should be
remcmbercd that two or three standard ashbins of domestic refuse
will be collected frec of charge and even the ash bin itself can
be hircd from the Corporation fow 7s. 6d. & year! It is the leust
the public can do to help.

Litter is not a great problem in the Borough though more
litter receptacles might be helpful. The Cleansing Services maintain
& high standsrd which is not infrequently commented upon by visitors
to the Town in envious terms. The manner in which the townspeople
support thom tokens a healthy standard of Civie Pride.

The Borough Swinming Baths are a much appreciated reereational
contre for the Town and & wide surrounding arce but alas depending
as they do on the vagucs of our climate they hove but a short scasaon.
A1 the Local Education Authority schools in Stomford give every
encourageniecnt to their children to learn to swim at an early age.
This accomplishment is highly desircble for the opportunity may cone
to anyone to save a life = their ovm cr some one else's, given a
reasonoble proficiency in the art.

The proposal for nmodernising and heating the two pools which
was outlined in last year's report is still a long way from fruition.
Mcantime the Council are still propared to plsy their part when
finances pernit and Councillor Mrs. Smith and her Swinming Baths
Aopeels Committec continue to noke strenuous and continuing cf'forts
to reise funds for this very worthy project, :

On the opening duy with a wator temperature only thirteen degices
F. above freegzing, only twenty-nine herdy swimmers braved the plunge
and the bleak East wind, and only one lonc spectator watched them do
it! Theo botter Summer encouraged a total attendance of 49,223 which
was 4,687 more than the dismal total of the previous year, Of these
7,877 were spectators only and 5,919 werc school children.

A Minutemen Resuscitator is available at all times throughout

the season and is regularly serviced to mointesin it at a peck
efficiency, A stretcher and blankets are also at hand for use in an
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energency. During the year therc were two minor accidents ot the baths
but on no occasion wos the Minuteman Resuscitator required. Rules

for cleanlincss and for the prevention of spreading such conti.gious
conditions es Verruca and Athlcte's Foot are disployed with it is
hoped more effect than the number of Verruca that are scen over the
year would lead one to belicve!

Sixty samples of water from the Corporation's Baths were token
for baoteriological exanminations. These remained satisfoctory
throughout as also did the Hydrogen Ion concentrations. ..l tionally
ninety=-six samples were token from the heated Figh School uool, fifty-
six from the heated Hospital Swimming Pool and thirty from the Stemford
pool where an cffort was made to raise its temperatures by un
ingepious system using solar cnergy.

The nost meticulous attention is given to all the Public and
Club baths in the Town and any lapse in the normally high st ndcrds
is followed up and rectified without deloy.

The hygiene standards of some of the buildings utiliscd by the
Bluecoat School were reported upon unfavourably during the yocr.
Accordingly, it was with gratification that the opening of the new
school was heralded in September though it will still be & considerable
time before the Recrcation Ground Road premises will ccasc to be
nocessary. It was excellent news that the commencement of the new
St. Gilbert of Sempringham School was being brought forword into the
1970/71 programme as their present premises ere outmoded ond unsuitcble;
but not quite so enthusiastic an ear was given to the proposed
reopcening noxt year of the now closed Bluecoat buildings on St. Peter's
Hill as an Infant School. This should bc conditionsl on cxicnsive
nodernisation.

Mortuary facilities hove continued to be adequate and satisfectory
under the arrangenent mode between the Council and the Stoniford Hospital
Mancgement Committec for the use of the Hospital Mortuory in all
cases of need, with suitable reimbursement by the Council,

Stanford has a Joint Buricl Board and during the ycor there were
112 interments in the Borough Cecmetery. The nearest crenotorium is
at Maorholm, near Peterborough end this was used by Borougjh residents
on /4 occasions,

There were no instonccs of households being infested with vernmin
this ycar. 4s one femily vho previously hed been & nidus of
infestotion moved out of the arca there was o pleasing roduction in
the nunber of school children with head louse infestations compared
with the previocus year. Some cases of Sczbies occcurred which is
romarkeble at a tiie when the facilities for good person:l cnd
domestic hygiene werc never boctter,



Nuisances from dogs occur under two headings. Firstly fron
their barking at inopportune times or over too long periods, This
is not a Public Health Nuisanece even when proven but rather onc of
Civil Law if there is o prima facie case. Secondly soiling of
the pavenents is to be deplored and condemned. This is a default
on the part of the owner rather thon on the part of his Best Fricend,
It is to be hoped that the new Bye~Lows which were approved this
yoar will assist in the education of those at either end of the
lead., Up to the end of the year no action under the Bye=-Laws hod
arisen. J[gein on preventive heclth grounds a2ll who handle foods =
including the consumer, should always try to ensurc that their food
is kept free of chance of inf'ection from dogs, cats, birds and
sinilar hazards.

As the curtain falls on this section I would like to acknowledge
21l the kind help and co-operation I have had from Kr. Wall, the
Borough Engincer ond Surveyor and his Staff throughout the year.
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THE PREVENTION sND CONTROL OF
INFECTIOUS /ND OTHER DISE.SLS

#NALYSIS OF C.SES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE
UNDIR _..GE_CROUPS
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Though not strictly comparcble with the figure for the previous
yeuar due to the deletion of certoin diseases from the list . ol the
inclusion of others, the incidence of cases uffected by the chonge
were so small as to be negligible.

The totil incidence of notifiable disease = excluding Tuberculosis
was considerably higher than in the previous yeor being 296 compared
with 36 in 1968 and 366 in 1967. The increase was due to the biennial
nanifestation in epidemic florm of the Meusles virus,
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There has not been much demand for the new Measles Vaccine due
possibly to the rather severe reaction attendant upon Zts use in
some individuals, It is hoped that o more acceptable voeccine will
be available before the next Mezsles outbreak occurs in two jyears'
time. Certainly this is o disease which should be coutrolled as it
leaves behind a trail of youngsters who huve developed complications
arising from the infection,

There were fifteen cases of Sonne Dysentery, the highest
nunber since the big outbreuk of 1962 when the infont =schools carried
the brunt of the attack and 222 cases were discovercd.

On this occasion it seemed as though the focal points lay in
the Bluccoat and later St. George's Schools. Rigorous nrecautions
were taken and 11k contacts were followed up in a campaign lusting
over four months, which dinvolved the tuking of 238 f.cc:l swabs.

A warm acknowledgement is due to Dr. Glencross of the Pcterborough
Public Health Laboratory for all the work including sensitivity

tests which he did on our beholf ond the whole hearted co=oneration
of ny family doctor colleacgues. Undoubtedly it was the conbined
effort which kept the numbers of infected cases down to o comparatively
nodest total. PFaulty personcl and "domestio" hygiene ex.cts a stiff
penalty in sickness, expense and pressure on the medic.l services,

all of which could have been avoided.

Fourteon years have now passed since there wos o cusc of
Poliomyelitis in the Town and one of the greatest triuaphs of
post war immunology lies bohind this fact in the discovery and use
of the orel vaccine., This hard won victory can only be n .intained
by its acceptance by every child. It is-a source of grect
gratification, without complacency, that in the year under review
a 100 per cent vaccination was cchieved in the Borough, for children
born in 1968 - a figure which mgy be equalled but certeinly will
not be excelled! The equivalent figure for the County s a whole is
66.7 per cont,

It is twenty-four years since Diphtheria laost apecred as a
villain on the stage, but it is still woiting in the wings for o new
debut &s other communities have found to their cost, wherc they
have neglected their precoutionary measures,

It remcnins as vitelly necessary es ever it wes for £l1l parents

to have their children protected in their first yeor of life and again
at school entrance age., The new schedule of injections at six, eight

and twelwve nonths has been well accepted., It is agoin nost gratifying
and a wonderful testimony to our young mothers that a hundred per

cent had their children,born in 1968, protected during the yecar under

review. Thiswarrants the sume comment as that made in the Poliomyelitis
paragraph above, The equivalent figure for the County 28 ¢ vhole was
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68.4 per cent. All the babies were also immuniscd cgcinst Tetonus
and Whooping Cough concurrently with the Diphtheria .l very necessary
the former is as there have been two decths in ndults from Tetanus in
recent months, neither fortunately within the Borough but within the
same Hospital area. Thia constitutes a2 solenn wormning,

It will be ranarkable if the same figures con be eouclled next
year as the supoliers of the voccines decided to chinge their type
to the alum precipitoted variety,creating ¢ hiatus in supplies lasting
over four months. Theoy discontinued the manufacture of the former
before the second one was coning off the production line. It reminded
. the writer of the Eire resident who bought & new suit in Northern
Ireland but fearing the customs decided to chonge in the train toilet
before reaching the frontier. It was only after he hod thrown his
old suit out through the window that he discovered the trousers of
the new onc had been omitted from his parcel!

Another new protective vaccine has entered the crenc, namely
that against Rubella (German Measles), At prescut it is under
review by the Mediezl Research Council and it is not yet Ministry
of Health and Social Security policy to sponscr vocein tion against
Hubella as a Public policy. The disecse is in geucr.l & nild one,
seldom ceusing trouble except in the early months of pregnoncy vhen
it can couse abnormalities in the developing foetus, It is clear
therefore that in future the main function of tiic vuccine will be to
protect women before they reach child bearing age .g.inst the infection
where they hove not already uwcquired a naturnl i wunity, probably ot
the thirteen ycors of age level. Preliminory reports on its
effectiveness are satisfactory.

In the control of infectious disease is it still neccessary to
exclude a child fron school for fourtecen days aftci the appearance of
a Chicken Pox rash, insteud of seven; seven days after the rash of
German Measles instoad of three, and ton doys after the rosh of Measles
instead of a weck provided the child is well? A siniler reduction in
the times of exclusion after lumps would also reducc school cbsenteeisn
very considerably without risk to others,

A1l Council employces whose work might possibly brin;; them into
contact with rot contaminated water are given a card of preccutions
to avoid the risk of contracting Weil's disease. These warning cords
are avoailable at the Heelth Department to other thin Corporation
workers who mogy bo at risk in similar situations. The war against
"the rat" continued throughout the yeur, Fortunatcly therc is no
evidence so far of this rodent pest beconing Warfarin immune, though
it can be assumed that this is only o natter of time as imaune strains
have moved Bastward as for as the Testern hHidlands,

During the year 148 fron Stomford were vaccin.ted agninst
Smallpox and also 13 from the surrocunding villages, Of these 92
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were voaccinated at the Barn Hill Cliniec.

In November there was an interesting outbreak of staphylococcal
infeetion in the Maternity Unit of the Stamford and Rutlond Hospital.
The organisns affected the skin or the eye and on examination
proved to be resistant to Penicillin and in a vorying degrce to other
antibiotics. As the organism was rife it wus deocided to close the
Unit so as to avoid the risk of further infections, a policy fully
Justificd by results as there was no further trouble. It docs
however illustrate the problem of acquired resistance to Fenieillin
of organisms causing sepsis and the need underlined in ancther
section of the Report to climp dovm on the indiserininate use in
husbandry of cntibioties which arc vitally important for mon's own
personal use and proteetion. The writer serves on the Conirol of
Infection Committce of the Peterborough/Stemford Hospital Group.

Influenza wes an unwelcoile December visitor snd quickly gi.thering
monentun recched epidemic proportions so that few families were
unaffected by Christmastime. There was not much evidence by and
large of prior influenszal vaccinction being rcally effective., This
is hardly to bc wondercd at as the originul affecting org misn wois
the Hong Kong variant of the Asian influenza virus., This voriont
was followed by a further veriant labelled 42 878/69 and it was
unlikely that o single voceine would protect cgoinst this protecn
villain. Let it be reccorded that few who oxporienced its unwelcome
attentions were anxious to do so again for it was both virulent ond
debilitating,

TUBERCULOSIS

Threc new cases of the Pulmonary type were rccorded during the
year but fortunntely the non-pulnmonary variety was not represcnted
for the third year in succession, The incidence of Pulmonary Tubcrele
in 1968 was four fresh cuses.

Though active infections with tubercle arc now comporatively
infrequent in their occurrence, there are however still a considerable
nuiber of sufferers from the discase within the Community. This is
proved by the fact that there werc 95 such patients in attend.nce
at the Loeal Chest Clinic, Of these, seven had o positive sputum
and werc therefore in an infectious state at some tinme during the
year.

Therc was no common factor in the source of infection of the
three new cases, The meticulous investigation of the doncstio
eircunstonces and enviromment of all new cases, the continuving
supcrvision of them throughout their convalesconce and the following
up of contacts is of poremount importonce in controlling thc disecse.
The regular attendance of our Health Visitor at the Chest Clinics
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carries directly to the Clinician the background of his case and his
assassment of progross is of the greatest value to her and in both
instances to the patient and his family.

The B.C.G. Vaccination scheme for senior schocl children was
continued. Protection was off'ered to 333 and of these 37 accopted
and were Heaf Tested. 277 gove o negotive result to tiue skin test
cnd were given B.C.G., Seven were absent from the rcading of the test.
The remaining 33 werc positive and wherc it was deci:ed cdvisable by
the strength of the rcuction, chest X-roys were crraunged but no
active Tuberculosis was discovered.

The Mass Rediography Unit of the East inglion Regicncl Hospital
Board visited Stamford from 28th April to 13th Mayy. It was loecated,
by kind permission of the County Fire Department, ot the new Fire
Station on Redeliffe Road and a total of 2739 peonle attended. This
was o drop of 920 on the cttendunce at the previous visit in 1966.
The full statistics of the survey arc shown beolow:

Male  Feale Total
General Public - shops and firms 1294 1301 2595
Students and school lecvers 19 26 L5
Sehool Teaching Staff 14 b L5
Other School Staff k) ___21 54
1330 1409 2733
Attendance by fLge Group
15 = 19 125 162 287
20 - 24 151 180 351
25 = 34 279 260 539
35 = Lk 280 ML 594
L5 = 54 . 278 263 544
55 = 60 92 113 205
60 - 64 67 61 128
65 und over 58 56 114
1330 1409 2739
Attendance by Area of Domicile
Canbridgeshire 2 1 L
Huntingdonshire L 5 9
Peterborough 69 76 145
Northamptonshire 95 88 183
Rutlund 170 166 3,0
Lincolnshire 52 28 80
Kesteven 927 1043 1970
Miscellaneous (out of area) T lo ‘@ 2
1330 1409 2739
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It is unfortunate that there should huve been this dro) in those
availing themselves of the opportunity for a free, confidenti.l ond
informal chest X-ray. Ministerizl policy hus been announcced which
envisages the grodual phasing out of Mass Rudiogrophy Units on the
grounds that the numbers of ncw cases of active respiratory
Tuberculosis deteoted by the Service has fallen steadily fron a
peak of 8720 in 1954 to 2847 in 1967. Furthermorc it is st.ted
that forty per cent of the new coses were putients spoecific. lly
referred by doctors. On these facts it is argued thuet the cost per
case found is extravagantly high and so the Units nust go, their
place being taken by increasing X-ray facilities at Hospitol
radiological Departments and allowing medical practitioners open
access to them. On the other side of the coin there is thc doubt
whether members of the public will overcome their inborn inertia
end visit a doctor, then crmed with an authorisation wend their way
to a Hospital and in a strange ond somewhat forbidding environment
await their turn in the queue? Furthermore how does onc cost the
tremendous relief of all those who through the nuch less formcl
nedium of the Mass Radiogrophy Unit were given the "all clcar®,

Timc alone will reveal whether thc proposed step is Jjustified or
not. In the meantime this Corporution had little doubt of thec cnswer =
in favour of the Mass Rodiogrophy Unit being retained in its scrvice
to the public. The public has become accustomed to hiving the service
brought tothem in the fullest scnse of the phrase and woy well be
resentful of being directed elsewhere,

VENERELL DISEASE

The number of new cases from the Borough and adjoining South
Kesteven aree attending the Peterborough Clinic was 53. This wos
nade up of eighteen women of whom eight were teenagers and thirty-
five nales of whom seven were in their teens. The equiv..lcant figures
in 1968 were forty and in 1967 twenty-five, so the tide is rising.
The devotecs of Venus cnd Aphrodite must still cexpeet to vy e
heavy price evon in this doy and ago.
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HOUSING

PROVISION OF NEW HOUSES

Statistics of new houses erected in the Borough during 1969:

Built by Local authority

Traditional Brick Houses (2 bedrooms) 1
(3 bedrooms) b
Houszes in course of erection at end of year NIL

Built by Private Enterprise

Traditional Brick Houses (2 bedrooms) 18
(3 bedrooms) 106
(4 bedrooms) 5
Houses in course of erection at end of year Al

APPLICANTS FOR COUNCIL HOUSES
{ is supplied by the Housing Department at December, 1969)

Effective Housing List 247
0ld Persons Dwelling ipplicants 67
{iscellaneous fpplicants 54

Since the commencement of the Council's Clearance of unfit houses
programme in 1955, 192 houses have been dealt with, fiwof them
during this year as follows:

Demolition Orders NIL
Closing Orders 5

There were Housing Reviews in 1964 and agaein in 1967 at both of
which it was esteblished that there wes no large slum clearince
problem but inevitubly there would remain a small pool of individu.l
unfit houses, as houses with a marginal life furthcr deteriorate
and descend into the unfit category.

A review in 1969 estimated the number subject to be dealt with
to be forty-nine.

The redevelopment frontaoge in High Street 3t. liartin's has
blended into the street scene in a becoming manner and has provided
five flurther domestic properties to the Corporation's credit.

Regrettably due to circumstances outside the control of the
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Council these were the only housing units built by them during the
year., After the Ministry's "STOP=GO" policy of the previous ycur,
eventually the next phase of the Edinburgh Road development w.s
started but not in time to have any progress recorded in this survey.

Private enterprise however did better by producing 129 houses
and there were a further 34 under construction at the year's end.
These figures were considerably less than the corresponding 181 .nd
61 respectively of the previous year. The slow paralysis of hirsh
interest and mortgage rates was sufficient reason for this; not any
lessening in the hidden demand for new houses,

The two groups of warden supervised dwelling comprising 75
flats have fulfilled an enormously important and humanitari .n role
in the comfort and care of our Older Citizens. The cheerful ciuosphere
and companionship which prevails in the Common Room is he.rt worming
and speaks volumes for the part which these schemes play in thwe lives
of those who are members of these communities. Though ecci dwelling
is a real home in its own right yet within the group there is o wam
community spirit.

It should be stressed that each is a home in its own right
and implicit in this fact is that the residents should be :ble to cere
for and look after themselves supported by the Socicl Servicesz, The
Warden is there to maintain 2 vigilent and kindly eye on thec sroup
as a whole and to provide o line of communication but not to act us
Nurse ar Domestic Help to any individuul, This distinction in role is
sometimes overlooked! On the other hand as each resident becomnes
older he or she must inevitably need more support and be tiercin
more demanding., This is an inescapable fact of life., It i1s recssuring
therefore to have some fit people in the younger age categorics within
the group who should be encouraged to help their wecoker neighbours
over stilcs.

Stamford has been bequeathed & rich heritage from liedieval
timcs of that Age's concept of the group schemes. Most of these -
Brown's, Hopkin's,Truesdales and Burghley almshouses have been
modernised. Of the remcinder, Tilliamsons will ceasc to exist for
its original purpose and the final modernisation outstanding ot the
end of the year was that of Snowden's. Here plans are fully l.id
and the work of re-construction should commence early in 1970, which
will result in three modern homes in place of the original eight
and another fine old building saved for Posterity and a bencvolont use.

"Eureka" cried Archimedes as a new concept of Physics struck him.
"Bureka" said the Seebohm Committee as a far from new concept of
Housing presented itself to them. The provision of Housing sedid
Seebohm is a Welfare Service to which should be married soci.al nceds,
without mentioning medical except by dimplication. So it is proposed
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that Housing responsibility should be given to the new Welfare
Authorities. For many many years this concept has been an establishod
one in this Council and successive Annual Reports for the p ast
fifteen years have stressed the sympethetic and practical help which
has always been given to applicants with proven Health or Socio-
Medical needs.

A searching investigation of the facts - & personcl wisit from
the writer and the fullest co-operation of the applicant's family
doctor are all sought and an assessment of the appropriate type and
situation of the accommodation is done before a recommendation is
made. The writer ccknowledges the active support and help which is
always forthcoming from the Housing Manager and the Health and
Housing Committee in this humanitarian work of helping those in need
or distress, It is difficult to see any other administration which
will devote so much meticulous care and "know how" to the task of
equating need to the available resources. It is to the same ends
that the twice gquarterly mcetings of the Co-ordimating Committees
are dedicated. The same attention to the chonging needs of those
alrecady in Council houses is also given. Requests for rehousing
within the Estates come in the mein from those who are elderly and
incepacitated andfind increasing difficulty with stairs and houscs
too large for their needs.

Every encouragement is given to the owners of premises suitable
for upgrading to apply for Improvement Grants to bring them up to
acceptuble modern standards of fitness and give them a further lease
of life and 2 new comfort to their occupants, Many examples of the
success of these reconstructions are seen each year at a cost much
less than thot of complete rebuilding.

One of the commonest housing complaints during the year has
been of excessive dompness with adverse effects on health. These
were in respect of both Council and privately owned houses. In neoarly
every case after expert advice had been obtained the diagnosis was
condensation. The experts say that the answer lies in inereased
ventilation by opening wide the windows. It is agreed that adequate
ventilation will alleviate the condition but to open the windows
widely on a bitter cold winter's dsy in an already cold house is
surely to invite a cure worse than the diseacse. It is certainly ot
variance with mediccl warnings agoinst hypothermia particularly in
the older age groups. On opening the windows cold air from outside
flows in to meet the damp wamm air inside so the condensation must
still occur inside rather than outside rendering the good effects marginal.
To carry the argument to absurdity would meon that to omit the glazing
will obviate the condensation!!

The answer must surely be to reise the inside temperature of the
house and the inner walls to a degrece which strongly discourages
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vapour condensation., Modern science which claims so much c.n surely
produce & practicable cure for this bugbear. After 2ll tlic LRomuns
2000 years ago found central heating necessary for their w.y of life
in this E-Oun‘tm?wr

Non-cbsorbent surfaces, cold outside walls where therc is no
insulating ocvity, allowing water to beoil for longer than nccessary
and most productive of oll in the formation of condensation dcmpness
ie the ill advised use of paraffin heaters which give off ton pints
of water for every geollon of kerosene burned.

There are still ten Council houses without bathrooms, somc of
the older ones are also without swmazh basins and ablutions hove to
be carried out over the kitchen sink.

Last year's report heralded the proposal for & pilot scheme to
bring thirty of the 390 older type Council Houses up to the twelve
point Parker Morris fitness standard together with the provision of
some form of space heating but the first estimatos of cost were so
high s to be prohibltive. A less ambitious scheme is now boing
worked out and costed. It is hoped that these modifications will
prove both acceptable and economic. The Council now ovm 1,579
properties and what a wonderful and often unsung toask thoy hove
accomplished since the #ar.

The Council's Housing List rose to 368 from the previous yeur's
figure of 283. The demand for Elderly Persons Accommodation roncined
proportionately much the swie at one in five, Additionally, though
not inecluded in these figures are a considerable number who h: ve
lived in larger Council properties for long periods and would welcome
the move to a home more tailored to their needs both in sizc ond
convenicnce.

In fact the demond for Elderly Persons Accommodation romcins as
insatiaoble as ever in spite of all the efforts of recent yoors.
Particularly is therc a demand for two=bedroomed ground floor
accommodation to meet the socio=-medical trends of longevity assoclated
with some degreec of locomotory incopacity stemming frequently from
arthritis and other degenerative diseases, The tenants still wnt
the extru bedroom for members of the family to stay and on
excellent desire it is to encourage.

No case of statutory overcrowding arose during the ycor.

There are no Common Lodging Houscs in the Borough.
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INS-ECTION AND SUPERVISION CF FOOD

DE MORTUIS NIL NISI BONUM

The Muniecipal Abattoir tottered on to its ineviteble closurc on
30th June, 1969. 411 those concerned in or affected by the proposed
closure werc kept informed and so there wos ample time to make the
necessary re-arrangements for slaughtering, In the event the ch nge
over worked smoothly and all had their meat supplies as of yorc.

There must be few, if ony, engoaged in the Food Industry who do
not know the saslient points in the Food Hygiene Regulations by now.
Even so it is all too easy stonding close to it as an employce does,
not to notice a lapse in their practical application.

It is combating this that the Public Health Inspector pl.ys
such an invaluable role. His routine visiting of Food Premiscs helps
to uncover these lapses in Food Handling techniquea and hove them
rectified before harm results. The visits are both friendly ond
helpful and as such are generolly welcomed., /A1l the scrupulous cure
which normally goes into food protection can so easily be nullificd
by one lapse in the long path from the producer to the conzumcr. The
spot where bulk supplies are broken down and prepured for rot il sdle
is so of'ten the uchilles heel in & food business that it warrents
specially critical attention,

The cumpeaign to discourage owners from bringing their dogs into
food premises has continued. It is not inopportune to thunk the
ovmers of the vast majority of food shops who have given their full
co=operation in the interests of Food Hygiene.

During the year the following thirty-eight samples were token
under the Provisions of the Food and Drugs sct, 1955:

Biscuits 2 Milk 20
Butter 1 Mixed peel 1
Cream (double) 1 Preserves o]
Jelly 1 Sausages (pork) b
Lemon shandy 1 Soup 1
Marzipan 1 Rum truffles gl
Meat products 1 TOT AL 38

Mr. Hawley comments on the samples as follows:

"Butter and Margorine

"Butter versus largurine is alwoys a popular controversy ond
1969 narks the centenary of the latter's invention. In a woy butter
and margarine represcent the "natural™ and the "sophisticated™ in foods
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for butter is a pure high energy food made from the fat of cows' milk
exclusively, the Margarine Rcgulations pemit a wide cholcc of edible
oils and fats but not more than 10 per cent butter fot. Butier is
noturally rich in Vitamins A and D but these are added in the case

of margarine. Both must not contuin more than 16 per ceant of water.
The virtues of margnrine are now generelly recognised. These include
a nutritional value equal to that of butter, attractive -ypeirance
and easy spreadability over o wide temperature ransge.

The sample referred to above was satisfaoctory.

"Sausages

"They have a "mystique" which mokes them perenni.lly . source
of comment and since they are one of the few comestibles wiich can
8till cleim to be largely home-muade, a reasonable number of s.mples
are always taken. This year with effect from 3st May, souscges
once agoin came under Statutory Control (it lopsed in Lr time),
Now both "meat" and "lean meat" content are controlled so the old
complaint of sausages in school and other canteens being " 11 fot
can be checked. A whole range of scusazge samples from sciwols
showed them to be comparable in every wuy with "shop” s..us. os of
similar price. To comply with the stunderds a beef sausa;c must
contain 50 per cent meat and o pork scusage 65 per cent me.t. The
samples of the latter comtained an average of 73 per cent uc.t
meintaining the high reputation of Lincolnshire for good scus:ges.

"Milk

"The Statutory minima for milk are that it shall cont. in not
less then 3 per cent fat and 8.5 per cent other solids or in the cuse
of' the Channel Islunds veriety at least L4 per cent of f.v. Lll but
one of the sumples taken were well sbove these limits.,

"There was one compleint from e Stomford resident widcia concerned
what appeared to be a bee or a wusp in a bottle of milk, In faet
this "foreign body" wes described by the Anclyst as o "auss of fungal
hyphae". The camplainunt was reluctant to be a party o legal
proceedings so a strongly worded letter was sent to the dodry
cautioning them against any repetition."

Sincere thanks are extended to Mr. Hawley and his st.{f for =11
their helpful co-operation throughout the year.

Milk as a food of outstanding importance in the nutriticn of
the young and the o0ld is subject to particularly stringent surveillance.
It can so easily be the wehicle for antibiotics used in the treatment
of cows. It can by passing pesticidal residues through the Iood
chain carry them from herbage to man. It is able to coavey the organisms
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causing contagious sbortion in cottle to man where it manifiests itself
as Undulant Fever. This risk can be obviated by insistence on
consuming only & posteurised milk.

The closest watch is kept to obviate these huzards to this vital
commodity. During the yeor a Doadiry supplying large guantities of
milk to Stamford found antibiotics in twenty=-six milk samplcs out of
4125 semples token which excmplifies how necessary this is,

Sixtecn sumples of Pastcurised milk were submitted to the
Methylene Blue and Phosphate tests to estoblish the efficicncy or
otherwise of the pasteurisction. 41l were found to be satisfactory.

The continuing use of antibiotics in animal feeding stuf'fs nus
been a couse Tor concern. The effect can be scen in an inerezse in
the strains of food poisoning and other bacteria which are showing
resistance to one or more antibioties. Whilst there is every
sympathy for the husbandman in his efforts to inereuse the hcilth
and weight of his stock and improve the feed to goin retio, it would
be very false economy to do it at the risk of denying Penicillin,
Tetrocylines and Chlorcmphenol to the human patient by rendering
organisms immune to them through their injudicious use. .cccrdingly
it is welcome that the Govermment have agreed in princip. 1 to the
findings of an Expert Committee on the subject to end the wholcsalc
use of these drugs in animal feeding stuff's without a2 presciiption,
It is to be hoped that these recommendations will be accepted without
delay. Feeds contoining entibiotics should not be given tc loying
poultry for fcar of transmitting residues.

Maybe the ultimoitc answer will be synthetic milk, .drc.dy there
is o pilot'plant in this Country which c¢an convert ongc ton of
brussel sprouts, cabbage, peas, plant tops or even grass into 200
goallons, the equivalent of o ton of milk. This Plamil may =oon
boccome familicr,

Similarly technology has succeeded in converting the protoin of
soya bean meol by a process of extraction and extrusion into fibre
threads as is done with nylon. These are then stretched to give the
required tenderness or toughness, passed through a bath of fat,
flavouring motericls and dyes. s4fter a knitting proccss ind by
varying these the end product will be either "beef", "mutton",
“ehicken", ' "pork", "baocon" or "fish"."“Thie can' then‘be’ slicod"or
mede into rashers, mince or sausages,

The finger posts are certainly pointing to a stranje now world.
There are at present over 3,000 known additives to our food ond

these are kept under constint review for sofety ond side ofi'cots.
One of these a red colouring agent poncecauMX{ wes withdruwn s tacre
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wes & prima faecie casc for regarding it as potentislly toxic.

comparatively short=lived, for it was only two years ogo thot the
Food Additives and Contamincnts Committee guve cautious approvel to
these highly complex substances. Their approval led to the ,rtificisl
Swoctenars in Food Regulations, 1967. Now, cs from 1st Jiunu:iry, 1970,
the use of cyclamate swecetencors in food and soft drinks n.s been
banned. & "volte face" is clways something of & jolt, but not
everyone will know thuat the committec which auproved the usc of
Cyclamotes in 1967 did soy that any Regulotions pemitting their use
should be reviewed within five yeurs and that, in the woontinc,
long=term feeding studies on rots and mice should be undort lten by
the Ministry. Purthermore, the committee advised that . full
toxicological exsmination of cyclohexylamine (the earcinogenous
suspect in cyclamates) should be completed within three yo rs.

While it is disturbing, therefore, toc know that modern mothods of
food "sophisticution" introduce these hazards, it is :lso 1o ssuring
to find thot such core is trken to limit their incidencao.

Saccharin continucs vs o peraitted artificinl sweetcner, but it
must now be declared on the l2bel by neme and not undcr the pscudonym
of "permitted artificisl sweetener". Apart from the trading interacsts
the persons who will be most concerned by these chonges sroc the
diabetic and the cbese, for both of whom sacchurin may be n unwelcome
clterntive.  Sccchorin is o cocl-tar derivotive which enjoys
comparsrtive immunity from criticism, but it has an after-t..ste which
meny people find unpleassant. It is however, o very much better
sweetener, for it is 500 timcs as sweet as sugar (bulk for bulk)
wherens cyclumates are only cbout 30 times os swect,

It is well thot the Health and Fsod and Drugs cuthovitices
maintain an ever vigilont eye so that the Public canenjoy in pence
ond safety the good fruits of the Barth even after they hive been
sophisticated!

Hoving secn recently the results of two cceidents with bocon
slicers in young persons, it is opportune to remind that it is
illeg:l to allow cnyone under the age of eighteen yenrs to hindle
thess dangercus applinnces.
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FOOD POISONING

No ccse of Food Poisoning wos reported or discovered during the
year.

NATIONAL ASSISTINCE ACT, 1948, Secction 47

In no instnnce during the yeor wus it necessary to remove
any person to Hospitnl or Welfure Accommodntion agrninst their will as
is providcd for in this Act.

HE..LTH EDUCATION

The Borough Council gives financicl support to the Hecolth
Educntion Counecil oand in rcturn maokes full use of the propugrnds
moterizl which such subscription brings. What is Health FEducation?
There zre mony definitions but none of them 2ll cmbrocing. It
includes teaching people to cure more cdcquately for their own health.
It includes the cducation of children in « design of heulthy living
end to develop in them a capacity to choose patterns of behaviour
which lezd to heglth instend of disense. It includcs the fostering
of' & copacity to evaluutec and avoid new threats to health throughout
life from the inevit:ible technologicnl developments of cnd chuanges
within our Society.

During the yecr o Seminnr was held by the Health Education
Council for thc beonefit of County Medic:l ond Nursing Staff under the
auspices of the Loecal Heolth Authority. The subjects covered were
Smoking, Drugs, and Venerc:l Disease and no oneé cin deny that thaoy
arc topieccl ond relevent., Lecturss on these and similor topics were
also given locally to verious Church and Youth Orgonisations. The
Drug problem is san insidious one a8 so ofton for an individusd it
arises in an innocent way. 43 a result of a dore, a fear of beoing
called "chicken" or having heard so much about it from the Press,
the Mass Communication media and Baroncss Wooton's Committee he or
she dccides to "hove o go" with Canncbis or recefers just to see whet
it is 1l about - a not unusual response te adverse publicity and
forbidden fruit since the dnys of Eden! [fter the experience some
echo Calibon "When I woke; I cried to sleoep agzin" ond so 2 hebit
is born which moy be difficult to brezk and worst of all lead on' to
the really hord drugs of addiction., Certain it is that none set out
with the intontion of boing hooked ond all should be fully aware
thot if you wre going to sup with the Devil you need ¢ very long
spoon!

Heczlth Educctors must ploy 2 major role in ensuring that young
people understand the dangers and problems cssocicted with drugs and
drug toking, by apocaling to their sense of soeial nnd personal
responsibility rather than fear. They must try to mobilisc young
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opinion itself agcinst drug toking, as youth is more likely to
listen to youth than to the preccpts of older age groups. Finclly
those who have become dependont on drugs should be fully informed
of the faeilities which exist to help them in their great neced.

This is a problem which may knock nt the door of any fomily

without rogard to soecial status, domicile or creed, so no one
should stond on the side lines - ncutr:zl.
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COMMENTARY

1948 =~ 1969, This year marked the Coning of ige of the
Nationzl Health Service and the Velfare State. The social and
medical implicctions of these Measures; their triumphs and
disappointments would fill volumes, Suffice it here to pay a tribute
to the achievements which have provided medical cere to all who need
it and brought an end to the worst features of financial crises in
femilies in need. Continuing medical, sociul ond financinl assistance
is now the exveriencc of all the weaker members of the community.

No one need now full below 2 basic minimum degree of poverty through
the chill winds of adversity, declining health or other circumstances.
Never were our children healthier, the expcctations of 1life longer
and the attention to thc needs of tho Elderly more comprehensive.

The provisions of the Welfare Society have become an integrol part

of ths life of every member of the Community. It is salutary to

look back down the road which has been travelled in these twenty-one
years and acknowledge with gratitude what has been accomplished.

The infont of 1948 has now reached sdult status and so naturally
is subject to criticism at thot level of development.

Closer integrution between the work of Socicl, Welfare, hedical
and para medical services remuins a nccessity to close cnomalous gops
which still exist. To quote an oxample, porsons under pensioncble
age who become physically hondicapped can be so registered and as
such helned by the Local Welf'are suthorities. They can have lavatory
or bath boists instzlled and alterations made to their homes to suit
their disabilities by these said iuthorities. If however o person is
so ill fated o8 to become disabled after retiring age he cannot be
so registered and so helped with these domestic and environmental aids =
except through voluntary effort. Complementory services sonetimes
overlap and sometimes diverge crecting o gop in which the needs of
some individual are not met. JAn cnswer to these and similar problems
have been adumbrated by o succession of Conmittees, White and Green
Papers on tho reorginisation of the Heslth Services, Scebohm, Maud,
tnd so on.

In £act it hes been to the scme desirable end, but in a much
less troumatic way that tiose locally engoged in these diverse
disciplines but all dedie~ted to helping the needy found the means of
bridging nmany of the gops in communication and in help.

The Co-ordinating Committee for the Welfaore of Children at Risk
and the Co-ordinating Committee for the Welfare of the Elderly were
founded for this precise purpose, Their members are drewn from cvery
branch of the Hedical and Socisl Services.

Individual cases and problems arc discussed in a spirit of
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co—operation around & tuble., Where all are keen to find a practical
and common sense solution it is amaging how the barriers fall, This
has been the continuing expericence throughout the seven years in which
these "Brains Trusts" have been mecting regularly. Co-operation
cannot be dictated by Statute but only by the fostering of respect

aend good will betwoeen individuwls working in different spheres.

During the course of the yecor, tiirty-six individuzl olderly persons
hed their problems, needs cnd supportive help discussed by the
rclevant Committee and the most appropricte cgency decided upon.

This reduced visiting to & minimum and greatly assisted all concerncd.

In a like manner nine families in which children were considercd
to be at material risk from perental incompetence or neglect were
kept under review and assisted as appearcd most relevint to their
nceds. Owing to its topicolity it might again be mentioned thot
representatives of the Departments of Heulth and Social Sccurity,
the District Welfare Officer, tho Home Help Organiser, the Health
Visitors, the Housing Officers, sit on both Committees. On that for
the Elderly they cre joined by the lMeals on Wheels Orgeniser, the
Consultent Physician to the Peterborough and Stamford Hospitol Group,
a Fomily Doector, the Matron of the Hospital for the Chronie Sick and
Elderly Stamford, and the Health Inspectors.

In cddition the Children's Officer, the Memtal Telfore Officcr,
the Probation Officer, the School Welfare Of'ficer, the Special
Services Qfficer of the Local Bducotion .wuthority, the Inspector of
the Netionul Society for the Prevontion of Cruclty to Children and
the Headmastor of the Stubton Hall Special School sit on the
Children's Co-ordinating Committce. No advisory beody in these sphercs
could be more comprehensively based than these are cnd thgy work
accordingly.

In lust yeor's report o plen was mode for an assessment Unit
based on the Hospital to which patients suffering in part from physiczl
i1l health, in part from mental ill health ond in part from social
nismenagement could be referred. Such o Unit run jointly by the
Geriatrician ond the Psychiatrist, with tho Welfere Officer also hoving
rights of entry, would quickly establish which speciclity could help
the paticnt most effectively and the appropriate transfer could then
be made., It wos very satisfying to learn that the Department of
Health and Social Security have now instructed that cach Hospital aree
should provide for just such a Unit in their future development plons.,

The Council's booklet "4 Guide to the Servicos flor the Elderly®
was first produced in 1960 and through the good offices of successive
Menagors of the Local Offices of the Hinistry of Pensions -— later the
Department of Health and Socinl Security it was widely distributad.
This was achieved by placing & copy in the Pension documcnts of' each
person &3 they reached pensionable age. This year, due to centralisation
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the local offices have been moved to Peterbormugh and our area
incorporated in o bigger one. Accordingly this distribution method
his been discontinued zs these booklets arc relevont to Stomford and
South Kesteven residents and not other creas and such residents cannot
be differentiated from those living in other areas. It only remcins
to recgret the need for this snd sgy thanks for past favours. However,
it is but one more warning how the fairies of loccl initiative, local
informotion and ncceptance of locol wishes are likely to disappear in
the uniformity ot the bottom of Maud's gnrden.

This is European Conservation Year. It is high time the Public
did turn their attention to whot is cetually going on in the
environment in wihich they live. ZEorth, cir ond water ore being
increcsingly contominated with the by-products of our technological
society. The Borth is being dosed with pesticides, ond herbicides
which in turn have been heiled as the solution to cgriculturcl and
horticultural problems and extolled as safe, Hind sight has shown
how wrong these conclusions have been in the case of Aldrin, Dieldrin,
and Heptochlor, Now this yeor in spite of all the past protestations
of safety, D.D.T. hus becn banned also from gencral use but not before
there has becn @ build up in the soil and in the fat of mankind. This
is not to deny it = still useful role in the control of mosquitoes cnd
other insects in under-developed countries. The herbicide 2.4LD is
also very suspect. It remcins to be scen whether the new generation
of Carbaryl insecticides which are destined to replace the chlorincted
hydro-carbons will be any more desirsble in thoir long tem effiects
though much less persistent in the soil and less toxic to mun it is
claimed.

The incrcased usage of nitrate in agriculture is also shown in
the rising nitrete content of many shallow sources of woter supply.
Mso committed to the Barth is an cver increasing quantity of tin
cons, plastic bogs, motor car bodies, foctory farming wastes and the
waste end products of Industry, Forming and Mining, It is hordly
surprising that cs Professor Fraser Dorling soid, ten more ceres in
this Country ¢lonc are being made derelict every duoy in the yoar,

The Atmospheric picture also tells a sorry tale. One average
sized car doing 12,000 miles in a ycar emits 1700 lbs. of carbon
monoxide, 526 1lbs. of assorted hydrocarbons and 90 lb. of nitrogen
oxides. In Brituin alone two million tons of smoke and more than
five million tons of Sulphur Dioxide are belchcd into the atmosphere,
In addition to the carbon monoxide the exhuusts of internsal combustion
engines also pour forth lcad contiminnted vapours. It is to be hoped
that the expericnce of Los /ngeles is never ropeated here when
children hzove to stop their play when the pollutants recch o level
which makes strenuous activity too dangerous, The little personal
indulgence of too much cigarettc smoke is but adding o further insult
to the injured. It is maybe of some local and maybe selfish consolation
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that the local monitoring station indicztes that our ground level
concentrations of smoke ond sulphur dioxide pronounce our air to be
comparatively clecn and pure compored with that of our towns and
cities generally.

In 1388 a Sanitary Law of Britain prohibited "the casting of
cnimols £ilth or refuse into rivers or ditches in Urban arecs on
pein of a £20 fine", Today we exploit our water resources with
ruthless improvidence and it is hordly news to hear tales of dead fish
in polluted rivers, dead birds ond dead animals in polluted scas
around our co.sts and the sinking of lorge quantities of atomic wastes
and lethul goses in the oceans in spite of ocean drifts! River Boards
are doing excellent work but there iz still a long way to go.

In the mecntime the avalanche of logislution continues inteat
upon moulding and rcgulating our lives, our behaviour and our
environment. A4 further fifty Acts and well over 1000 Regulations
went on the Stotute Book this yeor moldng o total of 130 new Laws
and over L4500 new Regulations within the post three yeors. How doca
one keep up with it 211 - or does anyone?

The Permissive Socicty continue to dance to the Cole Porter
theme "“inything Goes".

It would seem thet sexual promiscuity amongst young people is
so nccepted that it herdly roises an eyebrow in protest. In a
Department of Heanlth Survey on Birth Contrel, single girls are to
be asked intimate guestions about their controceptive technigues,
Aocredited mistresses of students on Educi tion Gronts noy yet be
included in the Grant awerd!

0 Mistress mine, where are you rouming?

0 stoy right here = your poyment's coming -
Dally or study as you will,

For temporary wives there's nllocation -

A grant in the new Education.

(Miscellzncous Provisions) Bill,
"The Lencet" 4th jpril, 1970.

Television is uninhibited. . lending Socioclogist told the Jnnuil

Mecting of the Family Planning Jssociation that he favoured better

scx education for children and sugiested thot boys should be instructed
in the irt of making love. Herd he pcrchence got on to the wrong
platfom by mistake! Behind this brash new concept of behaviour tic
Cohorts morch in frightening numbers., Divorces hove becn made
inercasingly ecsy. Illegitimacy is up in spite of the Abortions waich

ave increased to over 1500 a weck many of thoam carricd out on
unmarried tecnagers. The incidence of Vencreal Discases is near
gpidemic proportions and the figurcs are considercbly up on those for
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1968, There is inereasing cvidence too that the modern miracle drugs
sre no longer the potent cures thay were once hailed as being. It
seems little short of high tregedy thut ot o time when the gifts of
Heclth, Welfore and Opportunity were never so universally available
thet so much should be submerged under the psychedelic stimulation
of o sex satisted society. Poradoxically Homo Sapiens vhilst
reducing promiscuity to o minimum in animal husbandry has reserved
unto hsmself the right to move in the opposite direction.

Over stimuletion seems to be the order of the day from pot
treining ot the earliest moment to the Pyrrhic Victory of being
snctched from denth on the resuscitation teble to vegetate. Sex
educntion ot o very early age cnd proposed contraceptive programmes
for young ummerried girls from cge sixteen are just part of the
process, The stimulant pressures of selection procedures throughout
training - and what difflerence does o name make to their reality?;
the pressures of the goggle box depicting every emotion from the
sublime to the wmost violent and debased: the vressure and seductions
of the advertising world; the advent of the sixth form bar and the
general permissiveness born of indiffercnces - all thesc and allied
factors mean that by teenage our Youth have been conducted personally
or vicariously through the whole gamut of sensunl humon cmotions.

The cult of provocative nudity in Public entertoinment and on the
stage and screen is o symptom of a sick socicty as in the doys of
Juvenzl, Moy it end as Jjust o passing snceze! For some of the wezker
adolescents the lemon of sensation hos been squeezed dry and so in
search of o kick there is an inereazsed turning to Drugs for a fresh
experience.,

Agoinst thie boackground it is hardly surprising thot meny of
our Youth are asking forthright questions and are not quite so
enomoured of the Earth which they are to inherit ns the more starry
eyed of us would like to think thoy should be.

Is the ¢ld fashioned morality not worth considering ¢s an answer
to our present dilemmas?  Certainly for many with 2 family of still
young children the time could not be too socon.

#2 hove travelled a long way from the days of':

"Father heard his children scroum

So hc threw them in the streom,
Scying o5 he drowned the third,
Children should be scen not heardl"

and a very good thing too but some may say we have gone too far in
the other direction.

"OQur Youth loves luxury, has bad menners, disregards authority
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and has no respect whatsoever for age; our today's children are
tyronts, they do not get up when an elderly man enters the room, they
talk buack to their parents - they are just badl.

This could well be the werdict of one of our present doy critics
of Youth but in faect it was Socrates who said it in 450 B.C. The
problem is age old.

"Our world heas reached a eritiesl stnge, children no longer
listen to their parents, the end of the world cannot be far oway™.
This came from an Egyptian priest around 2000 RB.C.

Our own Youth hove all the potontial qualities of greatness but
they are embarking on Life ot an extremely difficult moment in history
with scientific, moral and ethicnl revolution foeing them. They necd
our critical sympathy und above nll they need true leodership if they
are to make the full use of their tolents both natural ond acquired.

One thing they have sbundantly proved and that is thot they do care
cbout Injusticc, Underprivilege and Hypocrisy, as no previous generation
did &t the same age. Let us wish thei the Stumford Schools!' Motto

"ide Spede",

Meny of our young people through the agency of the school Jetion
Groups cnd the Voluntary Emergency Service of the Youth Clubs help
the Elderly in their homes by both praocticcl assistanece and by the
no less important gift of componionship - and how well this is done
end how grectly it is apprecicted.

The Caring Comunity of Stamford is reflected in the efforts of
many Orgenisctions throughout the Yesr. The Physicolly Handieopped
Society through the Good Companions Club ond Summer outings ure
nindful of those with physical disabilities. The Stamf'ord Society
for the ielfare of Mentilly Hendicopped Children have their
headquarters and Care Centre at the finely reconstructed Ilings Mill.
It is now open «#ll day on Fridays ond it is hoped another dey will be
added loter.

i Cereers Exhibition was run at the Exeter School by the Rotary
Club of Stamford ond the Department of Bmployment cnd Productivity of
Stomford. It was extremely comprchensive and brought interested
crowds from a wide surrounding oarca. The advisers werc voluntcers
from their own vocotions and so could spenk with authenticity on oll
aspects of their work. Eighty-two careers were fecstured cnd all had
their quotn of inquiries from the boys ond gisls in their final two
years ot school, te whom the project was addressad.

The Voluntary Committee for the “clforc of the Elderly have

endeavoured to orgrnise o more comprehcnsive Home Visiting Scheme
than had previously been possible ond it is hoped this will develop,
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for loneliness still remains an evil to be combntted. The Jnnucl
Christmas Porecel distribution wes made to LO3 elderly persons living
alone, or elderly couples living zlone. It was particulrrly valusble
this yeoar thonks to the generesity of the Round Tablers.

The Tomen's Royel Veluntary Servics run the Mecls on Wheels
service., This hos become on cver enlorging scction of the Velfare
Services which aim to help the elderly and the handicapped to live
independont lives in their own homes, by bringing them = hot
nutritious menl two or thrce times a week., It is hoped thot other
sources cun fill in the days s five hot mein mecls o week are the
minimum regquircd to maintein an adequate diet, The W,R.V.S. visitors
are welcomed not alone for the service they bring but also for the
cheery smile ond the lkkdndly word to the recipicnts.

In cdditicn to these Acts of Social Service there were very many
more guiet deecds of practical caring which went unher:clded and unsung.
There are ample restorations of fuith in the inherent goodness of
human nature and evidence thut the deep rooted traditions ond values
of the people of Stomford ore 2s alive and volid as ever they were in
its long history.

In concluding this report I would like to cxpress my koon
appreciation of the unfriling support ond help of Mr. Fox, who has
brought to the work of the Health Department an enthusiasm mirried
to tact, which hns borne much fruit. Ilr. Hibbett, formmerly pupil
Public Hecolth Inspector is to be congratulated on obtuining his
full qualifieations and we wish him well in his post with a neighbouring
fAuthority.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to isldermon Gray and the
other members of the Health Committee for their grect intercst in
and their help to and cncouragement of tho Department which doces assist
it so grootly.

I acknowledgs with gratitude the initintive and efficiency of
Miss ‘Tade and the courtesy and teet waich she extends to members of
the Public who seel assistance; ond also her assistunce in the
production of this Review.

A3 o fincle T wish to thank most heartily the Town Clerk,
Mr. H, Bedford, for «ll his sage adviece given so rexdily when
sought aiidst the spate of Do's and Dont's and leg:l pit folls of
accoumulative legislotion,

Meesssess 8till the wonder grew, that just onec

he~d could ponder all he knew"
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I olso wish to acknowledge gretefully the full co-operation of
my other colleagues on the Staff and clso thank Dr. Mackey for so
kindly stonding by for me during my :bsences.

=
QL‘:"'E’ /:'.5-4 28

i e

i,

Medicol Officer of Health, _—"
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Annual Report of the Public Heclth Inspector
for the Year 1969

—0=0=0=

To the Muyor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Stamford

Mr, HKayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my third Annual Report in respect
of the work of the Public Health Inspector's Department during 1969.

1 HOUSING
Unfit Houses

During the year five dwellings were mads the subjects of
Closing Orders and at the end of the year a furiler five dwellings
were in the process of being dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of the Housing Let for dealing with unfit premises beyond
repair at reasonable expense. Slum Clearance is not a major problem
in the Town but as deterioration must be token into account there
will continve to be a number of houses which will have to be dealt
with as being unfit for human habitation.

One of the most important standards of living demanded by an
inereasingly affluent socicty is thaot of modern, comfortuble housing.
In Stemford, o8 in many other towms, a large proportion of the housing
stock does not contain even the minimum modern amenities, and the
emphasis must now change from slum clearance to the improvement of
enachronistic but structurally sound property. Previous legislation
wasa not sufficient to spur owners, public or private, into uction
to curb obsolescence. The Housing sict, 1969, is now intended to
provide the necessary incentive and it is hoped th't it will result
in the modernisation of the many dwellings which leck amenities now
considered & social necessity.

During the winter months fifteen complaints were recocived fircm
the tenunts of council houses regarding the damp condition of their
homes., Investigation showed that the trouble was invariatly due leo
condensation. During the enquiries it bocame apperent that mony
more homes were having trouble with this problem. The houses involved
included both pre-war and post-war houses,

The problem is not confined to Stamford. Condensation has
become a cause for concern throughout the Country and has occurred in

many new houses as well as old, because of wrong design, bad ventilation
and inefficicnt, expensive heating.
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Heating, insulation and ventilation 21l have to be conside.rcd
when attcmpting to remedy this problem. In theory, it would be
possible to prevent condensation solely by means of ventilation.
However, ventiletion has to stop somewhere short of Spartan masochism
if some degree of comfort is to be achieved. Today occupiers arc
becoming much more conscious of both comfort and fuel econony.
Fortuitous ventilation through bidly fitting doors and windows is
being reduced and the inefficient open fireplace which resulted in
large volunes of air being drawn up the chimney is being repl:ccd.

The problem can be remedied by ventilating the dwelling as much

as possible, compatible with the comflort of the nzecupanta. and
ensuring that the whole of the dwelling ip Aomuiuzly heccsd, These
factors are both under the control of the tumat but he camot be
expected to provide an adequate level of Laskground heat throughout

the dwelling unless the heating faeilitics of the property are
capable of providing this wermth at & coest within the occupicrs
economic resources.

Improvement Grants

Thirty-one applications for improvemens groats were approved
during the ycear compared with twenly-c¢ight during the previous year.
Detuils are given below:

(a} Discretionary Grents

(1) Number of applications approved during the year ... 3
EE) Nnbee peidsatel L s ot e it s ves. ses MO
3) Total cash value of Grants approved during the year £606

(b) Standard Grunts

(1% Number of applications approved during the year .. 28
2) MNumber rejected ... e inl ez i vae Nl
3) Totul cash value of Grants approved durir: h- roar£h; 92

During the year the occupants of three dwellings made

representations to the Counecil in accordance with Seetlcn 15

e gL 1 S T
Housing Act, 1964, asking that the owner of their dwelliiz should be
required to improve the property. In each case & rrelinivuny nouvice
was served on the owners, requiring the propert;” .. Lu Ziproved to

the full Standard Grant stondard.

Hoveable Dwellings

The three small caraven sites were maintained in a satisfictoxy
condition.
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24 WIHMING B.LTHS

The Municipal Swimming Baths were visited each week while the
Baths were open, and scmples of water from each of the pools were
submitted to the Public Hezlth Laboratory ot Peterborough for
bactericlogicnl exominction., In addition, samples of the water of
the Swimming Boths ot the Stomford School, the 3tamford High School
and the Stamflord and District Hospital werec &lso submitted to the
leboratory for cxaminotion each week while the pools werc in operation.

When the samples ere collected the water is also tested to
ascertain the "free® and "residual™ chlorine content and the "pH"
value, The pool operators arc advised whenever theore appears to be
a need for on cdjustment in the chlorination lovel or & correcction of
the pH of the woter. This service, together with the results of the
bacteriologicol examinctions, ensures that the swimming pool waters
are maintained in a safe und attractive condition.

Detoils of the samples taken are as follows:

Swimming Bath 5 Inspections j No. of samples

! i submitted for :
| i bacteriological |
{ : examinztion

Stamford High School | 55 ; 96

| Stamford School 15 : 30 .F

Borough Council | 20 E 60 F
|

Stamf'ord Hospital : 30 t 56
H !

3 INSFECTION AND SUFERVISION OF FOOD

Heat Inspection

The Municipal Abattoir remained in operation until the end of
June and during the period 1st Jonuery to the 30th June, a total of
6,276 animcls wore killed at the premises.

The shortcomings of the sbattoir premises at North Street had
caused serious concern for some time. In 1967 when the matter was
considered by the Couneil it was decided that some temporary repairs
and improvements should be carried out with a view to keeping the
building in operation for a further two yeors, while efforts were
made to provide new premises. However, negotiations froiled to produce
any pluns for a new abattoir, Proposals werc mode for the enlargement
and improvement of the existing premises but the Council considered it
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was bad planning to permit the Afbattoir to remain in North Street.
After ensuring that there were adequate slaughtering facilities
availocble elsewhere, the Council resolved that the premise should Dbe
closed on the 30th June, 1952. The premiscs were subseyusntly
demolished ond the arec is now serving a useful puirpose as a tompoltxry
car purk.

The closurc of the /battoir ereated 1 considerable amount of
opposition from the meat trode, farmers cnd other intercsted bodies
but despite many feurs, the closure does not appear to have caused
any serious hardship. The majority of the animals which would have
been killed ot Stamford Abattoir cre now killed in cbattoirs at
Bourne or Spalding.

The Monnger of the Abattoir, Mr. Coulson and the majority of the
Slaughtering Contractor's stoff remained faithful to the isbattoir
until it eclosed, and carried out their duties in an cxemplary manncr
considering the shortcomings of the premisc they had to work in,

Becouse of the inadequacies of the premises, the Health
Department were rclieved when the ibattoir finclly ceased its
operation but nevertheless were sorry that it had not becn possible
to come to any arrangement whereby 2 hygicnic modern sbottoir could
be provided in the Town. It appears unlikely that there will ever
egain be slouvghtering facilities in the Towm.

Details of the onimals killed and the mect condemned are showm
in the following tobles:
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TABLE 1

. —

AL %
L )

P e

':':;""LL; Cows|CarvEs| SHFEP | PIGS
_tabianen, g bedawto mhod thdh wdb. o avpisnles
No. of snimnls Inspocted E
Period 1st Jonuzry -
30th June, 1969 674 - - 2812 {.2793...
TUBERCULOSIS ONLY
No. of Whole Carcases and
Offals condemned - - - - -
No. of Corcases of which some
part or orgun wias condemned - - -~ - 204
Percentage of iAnimals afflected |
'I'fith T-B‘t b ! - R ?I 5}';
DISEASES OTHER TH/N I.B. I
No. of Whole Corcases and
0ffals condemned - - - 9 3
No. of Coreases of which some
part cr orgon wos condemned 378 - - LO5 | 798
Percentage of /nimecls with _
diseases other than T.3B. 56.3%% - - 14..385% | 284575
CYSTICERCOSIS
Whole Corcases condenned - - - - -
Carcasces of which some purt
or orgon was condenned &) - - - -
Corcases submitted to treatment
by refrigerction 3 - - - -
Percentage of Mnimals affected
with Cysticercosis 0.L45% = = =
i
! i
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s

, —- . " i
MEAT CONDEMNED i B bagires L POPR | VEAL
o L e e, (A S
Whole carcnsus andl offale | - ! > ? : -
Heads e - | €0y Y
Tongucs : 7 =, 15,29 =
Pairs of lungs g 6l ' 7L g
Livers ;. 285% 240 | LEG =
Plucks Lcomplutﬁg P L= 2 50 -
Fats (kuesenteric i - = é -
Spleens i 5 - - -
Hearts { 3 28 5 7 =
Kidneys | 2 l - 2 =
Forequarters [pnrt% P I - 2 -
Hindquarters (part | - \ 1 I maeniat -
Other parts of cuarcases k - | = | = !
Unscund Food Surrendered or Condemned
Tons Cwts. 1bs.
1e Meot at Slaughterhouse 7 %] -
2, Camed meccts 9 26
3«  Other Conned Foods 3 13 53
TOT AL 11 3 79

In addition "frozen foods" to the value of £37 9s. Hd. were
surrendered to the Department following the break-down of the
refrigeraotion cabinets., IFrozen foods which have bsen subject to o
rise in temperature are not necessarily unfit but sre unsaleable
as frogen food., Thawed products deteriorate more rapidly than fresh
products, probably beczcuse the freezing decreases the total bacterial
count, but the bactoria remaining are more active in producing
decomposition than those in the unfrozen product.

Unfit Food

The following complaints were received from members of the public
who alleged that they had becn sold food which they considered to be
unfit. BEach case was thoroughly investignted with the results showm
in the tablec below,
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In the mejority of cases the complainants had no wish to be involved

in court proceedings.

The complaints were made with the intention

that the incident should be officiclly investigoated in order to

prevent a recurrence.

Complaint

Investigation

Unsound consignment of cod fillets

Unusual taste and smell of cheese

fould in & cheese and tomato roll

Maggots in bacon rashers

Foreign body in Corned Beef

Mouldy Pork Pie

"Fly blown" Mutton Chops

Mouldy chocolate eclair

Bacon Jjoint unsovund

Houldy pincapple tarts

Fly in iced ccke

Foreign body in castor of
mixed spice

Foreign body in & tin of creamed

rice

Mould on lunch®on meat

Mould on corned beef

Fish was of poor quality, with
& "boxy" odour, but not unsound.

No abnormality detected - possibly
the complainant wos not fomiliar
with the variation in the "strength"
of cheeses manufactured in
different oreos.

Carclessness in the storage of
cheese in an otherwise satisfactory
kitchen.

Unsatisfactory storage of "orders™
before delivery,

Loboratory examination revealed
that objeets were three smz2ll
pieces of fine mortar.

Unexplainoble feilure in what wos
thought to be a perflect system
of stock rotation.

Stendard of hygiene at shop was
excellent.

' Bad stock rotation.

Overstocking of se¢lf-service
cabinet in & centrally hected
shop and poor stock rotaution.

Possibly coused by inadequately
ventilated food store.

Standard of hygicne in bakery
was satisfactory. Flyproofing
precoutions improved.

Object was o piece of o broken
portion of o plastic castor,
Object wans a smzll stone = o
frequent contuminent of rice.
Possibly ccused by leaking seam
on can.

Con had been "dented" and had
developed o small leck in a seam.




Food Hygziene

132 visits were mude to premises to which the Food Hygiene
(General) Regulations, 1960 apply.

At one set of premises rcepeatod requests for much needed
structural improvements hud foiled to produce any results. The facts
were therefore reported to the Health Committee with a view to taking
formal acction. However, this step wus sufficient to expedite the
completion of all the necessary improvements. In one other case
where a routine inspection revenled flagrant breachcs of the
Regulations, the facts were reported to the Heulth Committee. In
view of the prompt remedicl sction of the owners which included chinges
in monogenent, it wes decided to tuke no cetion other than to warn
the owners that a similar situcztion must not be allowed to happen
again,

In all other cases no scrious infringemcnts were found but
twenty informol notices were served requiring repcirs ond improvemcnts
to be carried out.

A copy of the Food Hygiene Code of Proctice "Hygiene in the
Meat Trodes" was sont to eech of the food businesses whose trade
involved the handling of meat.

The Liquid Bgg (Pasteurisation) Regulations, 1963.

There are no egg pasteurisation plants in the Borough.

Poultry Inspection

There are no poultry processing premises within the Borough.,

4. PEST COIITROL

There was a marked incresse in the number of complaints regarding
rodent infestotions during the year., U411l of the roports were in
respecoet of minor infestations.

It is difficult to pin point the recson for this increouse.
The relatively mild winter of 1968/69 moy be one factor. Another
possible factor is that the public have become more "rat conscious®
following the many reports in the National press regerding "hordes of
giant rats" in arens where rats have become resistant to Tarfarin.
The public need not become alarmed ot these reports = the rat catcher
still has o pharmacopoeia ample for his job cnd the health risk fron
werfarin resistant rats is not greater thon from othesr rats.

Rodent control work in the Borough was agnin carried out by me:ns
of a contract with & Pest Control Company.
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After o test baiting of the sewers when eleven manholes were
found to show signs of being infested, two rodent control treatments
of the sewers were carried out. Results werc as follows:

e e e

ol
May, 1969 December, 1969

No. of Manholes treated with Warfaorin | 61 38

No. found to be infested ! 38 : 3k l

No. of baits laid o139 !- 114

During the year 173 complaints were received regording pests,
details of which are as follows:

Rats 121 ants 2
Mice 16 Fleas 1
Wasps 33

5. INFECTIOUS DISEASE

4 osmall outbreck of Sonne Dysentery which commenced in July
caused o considerable amount of work for the Department. Although
there were only fifteen confirmed cases, the investigation and control
of the outbreck involved 210 visits by the Health Department staff and
a totel of 204 faeces specimens were submitted to the Public Hexzlth
Laboratory.

One aspect revealed by the investigotions into the cause of the
outbreak was the very unsatisfactory conditions at one of the old
primary schools in the Town. The detzils were reported to the Health
Committee and representations were made to the Department of Science
and Education, the County Education /wuthority, the County Medical
Officer and the Governors of the School. This action resulted in two
totally inndequate classrooms being replaced by two pre-fabricated
classrooms sited ot o new school; improvements to the toilet
facilities; the provision of drinking fountains and improvements to
the school kitchen. The conditions that existed et the school before
these improvements were carried out could have been the subject of
statutory action had the premises, instead of being a school of the
education authority, been a shop, office or factory in private
ownership. It is 2 social disgrace that infants commencing their
school lif'e should have to use such incdequate, antiquated promises.

6. CLEAN LIR

Once agoin many complaints weres received regarding acid smut

emissions from an old established brickworks in the Town. The import.nce
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of prevention being better thon cure is as relevant in planning os
it is in public health. It is unfortunate thereforec thnt residential
development was allowed to expand right up to the boundary of a

cctory which is o registered works under the Alkuli & C. Jorks
Regulation jct, 1906.

The Authority for dealing with nuisances from the chimncys of
such works rests with the 4lkali Inspector of the Ministry of lousing
and Local Govermment. However, close contact wns meintained with
the ilkali Inspectorate and the Works Management while thoe problem
was considered. The aocid smuts are emitted from tha chimnoys of
three "Belgiun" type kilns which are oil fired, using heavy fucl oil
contoining approximately 3.8% sulphur. .t the end of the year, work
hod commeinced on the installation of Swirlemiser burners in plice of
the slug injection burners on onc of the Belgion kilns in order to
conduct trials to see if the new burners improved the efficiency of
combustion and thereby reduced thc zoeid smut problem.

Numerous complaints were also received regarding a dust caission
from the same brickworks. The process causing the dust cmission wos
not controlled under the 4lkali & C. Works Regulation fict, so it was
dealt with in accordance with the Public Health ict, 1936. To dispel
public alarm regarding the risk of' fluorosis, sumples of thu dust were
submitted to the Public anclyst for examination. He reported:

"I have exomined both of the snmples for fluoride
and I find that in cach case the flucride content
is less than 20 partcs per million. Tests for the
presence of gross amounts of the likely common
toxic elements proved negotive",

The Company concerned were nost co-operntive in remedying the
problem and ot the end of the year & modurn aust collection plint at
an estimated cost of £12,000 was in the process of being installed.
This plant should ensure that there is no further nuisance from this
source.

Complaints regarding srmoke nuisances from four other premiscs were
doalt with informally. During the suumer months, the ipevit.ible
complaints regarding nuisances from the smoks of garden bonfircs were
received. These were all invectigoted infosmally In-an effort to
reduce the number of such bonfircs, leaflcts wore issued which
recommend the use of compost hoaos in liew of the garden bonfire.

Te NOISE

Ten complaints were received regarding noise nuiscnces durlng
the year. The causes of complaint were: Industrial Machines = 3;
Late Night Dances = 2; Road Breoxing Equipment - 1; Lorrics on a
residential estate - 1; and dogs - 3. All the compleints were
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inmvestigated and where necessary, informal zetion was tuken. In no
ase wos 1t necessary to consider formol ccetion under the Noise
fbatement ..et, 1960,

8. OFFICES, SHOPS /ND RAILW.Y PREMISES ACT, 1963.

Once ecgain o considerable amount of +time was devoted to tho
administration of the above fet during the ycer., The details of
the contraventions found indicate that this work is well worthwiiile,.

“hen pluns for new Offices and Shops are submitted to the Borough
Surveyor for approval under the Building Rcguletions, the plons are
nlso examined in order to assess whether there are any points which
may controvene this Jjct and the persons concerned are advised ~ccordingly.

One application for exemption from the requirements relating to
the provision of suitable and sufficient sanitary conveniences w.s
approved during the year.

If any person employed to work in premises to which the .ct
applies ie involved in on accident on the premises and is disabled
for more than three days from doing his usw:.l work, the employer
is required to notify the Loeccl Authority. Four esecidents were
reported during the yeer. In no case was the accident considercd to
be due to circumstances requiring preventative action.

DETLILS OF CONTRAVENTIONS FOUND WHICH WERE
THE SUBJECT OF INFORMLL NOTICES

Cleanliness ﬂnd/br redecoration i Adccommodation for cutdﬂﬂr! i
' of premises required | 30 | clothing not provided T
ﬂverurowﬂing ; 2 Inﬂﬂcquate 51tt1ng
S TG
Inadequnte heating | TG j- L
S j Defective and dangerous
Shadeguate enpliowion | 1&__ floors,passages and stair J
Inaduquttc llghtins j TE_, Unsafe or inadequate T
Unsutlsflctcry'or 1nwduqu¢te } fencing of exposed parts
sanitary accommodation : 11 | machinery i )
Unsatisfactory or iﬁa&equnte i tbsence of satisfactory !
washing focilities I 16  first 2id facilities 8
ibsence of supply of drinking | Uthﬁr Matters 30
water g 1 TUTLL | 159

The following table shows the nuaber of premises registercd in
the Borough under the ict during the year, the totel number of premises
registered to date and the number of registered premises receiving a
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general inspection during the ycar.

It should be noted

thot onec

man businesses and those in which only members of the proprictor's
family are employed do not require registration.

REGISTR.ATION AND GENER.L, TNSPECTICNS

Ho. of registered
promises receiving
o gonoral
inspection during
the Yeor

L

Class of Premises ;Ho. of premises | No. of registercd
 registered premises at end
during the yeor | of Year

Offices - 56

Retail Shops 5 Il 2

T [ S R IR | R

Warchouses - 9

LT T TR RS T NG S T Gt B

establishments

open to the Public,

Canteens 1 21

Fuel Storage Depots o b g o

TOT.LS 6 213

13
21+

e mcmmrar ot emwn

Totel number of visits of all kinds by Inspectors to premises

registered under the fict:

9, PET ANIMiLS ACT, 1951.

117 .

The two premises licensed in accordance with the lect were

both maintained in a

satisfoectory condition.

T/BUL.R ST.TEMENT OF INSPECTIONS

10, GENERAL STATISTICS

Housing 1
Improvement Grants 81
Public Health Nuisances i

Offices, Shops and Roilwoy

Premises wct 185 -
Food Hygiene 142
Food Inspection 50
Hoveable Dwellings 5
Meat Inspection 175
Slaughterhouse 23
Factories 14

- Murket

Licensed Premises

Smoke Nuisances
Land Charges

Noise

Swimming Baths
Pest Control

Water Supply
Infectious diseases
Draincge

Miscellancous

18
L7
23
L5
120
19
12
210
27
37



NOTICES SERVED

Informal
Public Health fects 10 Clean fLir jct
Food Hygicne Regulations 20 Factories Acts k!
Offlces,'Shopg and Railway B3 Nl e bbbt l
Premises ict 22

Complaints

A total of 265 complaints from members of the Public received
attention by the department during the year.

11, STAFF

During the yeer Mr., N. Hibbett, the Pupil Public Health Inspector
completed his training and promptly passcd the qualifying examination
to become a Public Health Inspector. Unfortunately this led to him
terminating his appointment with Stamford Borough to take up a
position with a neighbouring authority. The enthusicsm and tact
with which he had underteken work of increasing responsibility
indicates that he has a successful carcer ahead of him,

Miss Wade continued to undertake all the secrctarial duties of
the department with exceptional cfficiency and tact. Unfortunately
the closure of the fboltoir meant thav Mr. Coulson temminated his
appointment with the Council after carrying out the duties of
Abattoir Manager in cn efiicient mamner for many years.

FRGRE amnkd

In conclusion, I would express my thanks to the Chairman
(Alderman G. W. Gray) and Members of the Health Committee for their
continued support and confidence, to the Mediccl Officer of Health
(Dr. H. Ellis Smith) for his encouragement and advice at all times,
the Town Clerk (Mr. H. Bedford) for his sound couusel so readily
given during the year and my other colleagues for their willing
co-operation and assistance at all times.

-

Py
\.1-3—2_{______._.—1-

e ] b
PuﬁizﬁfHealth Inspector.

Town Hall,
Stamford,
Lincolnshirec.
June, 1970,



T

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1959

IN RESFECT OF THE

YE/R

1969

Inspections for purposes of nrovisions as to health

(including inspectionrs mads by the Health Inspector)

Premises

e TR — e —

Nuaber on
i Register

D ey PP e o

Inspections

Number of
Written
Notices

Oceupiers
Prosecutcd

(1) Factories in
which section 1,
2,3,4 & b are to
be enforced by the
Local authority

]

HNIL

(2) Factories not
ineludud in (1)
in wnich Section

7 1s enforced by

the Local futhority

Th

. ——— . i - — " . — e E———

(3) oOther premises
in which Section 7
is enfoirced bv
Local fuwvhoidiivy
(including out-
workers! premiscs)

fh

NIL

TOTALS

NIL
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2a

Cases

in which defects

were found

RS o

Particulars

i Nuaber ox
i

cases In waich defects
woerae found

R

e e e e o ———— e

e e

n
lons

cosos
nrosccut

o
]
e
=
3
2 :
L= . O l N %.'ﬁi -l:j
@ jEe =L | o
i :
I-q r.:f LT o ) a 4 H =t o
o1 S L ey S, ¢ o
e i i e L
£y 1A BHH | A ira = =
| i
= S e ..-. — = ..._i. ______ =
Want of Cleadliness i S o W v by 31 e =
[ ]
e o — = S i
Overerowding (8.2) = gk 5 b L3
: e £t g b i il IS G DS 1
Inadoquate weupermatare - ( Sedr - i AT o
Ineffective Giiinag (5.6) 1 = a i L -
el PR s e e s e s % o
Sanitary conveniences e d] ] |
i ' ; I
. ¥ i
(a) Insufficicant %4 1 = = -
i.—l.l- e m—— t . - 1| s 1 T L r.'- - ST R W e i iy i <
i H i H
- oy - - i ! |
(b) Unsuituble or defective b S} : ¢ -
R N T 1 R e S ! =
- 1 II < ..
(e) Not scparate for scxes 1 8 ol _
]
g | - !
Other offences agoinst the » ! {
Act (not ineluding Outwork) | E ;
' 1 :
= - ; _i ——
; = ! !

There were no Qutworkers listed
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