[Report 1906] / Medical Officer of Health, Stalybridge Borough.

Contributors

Stalybridge (Cheshire). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1906

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bzsr22ac

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
















0

of the sand filters and these 3 plots of land the effluent has not
always been of a satisfactory character during the year, but I
understand that a schemz is under consideration for remedying
this state of the works.

The sludge in the tanks passes into a sludge-well from
which it is ejected into a sludge tower, ready to be conveyed to
2 large presses which convert it into a satisfactory sludge cake
which has been found to be of no little value as a manure.

During the year, 10,560 tons of wet sludge were taken from
the tanks, of which 750 tons were sent into lagoons, the re-
mainder being pressed into sludge cake of a weight of 2,080
tons. Of this sludge cake no less than 1,607 loads have been
taken by farmers for use as manure. The road dirt or sand
taken from the detritus pit amounted to 185 tons.

The chief industry of the town is cotton spinning and
manufacturing, though numerous other industries are success-
fully carried on, such as iron and brass works, calico printing
and bleach works, woollen mills and other minor industries,
but under cenditions not specially injurious to health.

The people are on the whole well housed, though, as ma
be expected in an old town such as Stalybridge, there are still
some slums, which, I hope, will in time disappear, as have
many already, in the course of the town’s development and 1m-
provement, the people of necessity removing to better quarters.
During the year a considerable block of old property in the
centre of the town has been pulled down and on the sitea large
weaving shed has been erected.

The greater portion of the town is still on the privy ashpit
system, but rapid strides are being made in the conversion o
privies into either waste water or town’s water closets, with re-
ceptacles for house refuse, and these conversions have mostly
taken place among the worst types of privy ashpits.

Early in the year a general survey of the Sanitary Con-
veniences throughout the Borough was made, and I was thus
enabled to place before the Sanitary Committee a report dealing
with the number and kinds of these conveniences, with their
suitability, with their sanitary condition, and with the need for
structural or other alterations. The report also dealt with the
storage, removal and disposal of both midden and house refuse,
and I strongly urged the importance and the necessity of the
Sanitary Authority taking steps to obtain and exercise control
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- For the respective wards the following are the rates of
infantile mortality :—

10b, 15035,
Lancashire Ward ......... 1-?36 ........ :;4
Stayley AP b s 181
Dukinfeld e o 24y 192
Millbroak: ¥ e o T+ lury. o 149

The heavy infant mortality was largely due to an Epidemic
of “ Diarrhcea,” which prevailed in the Borough in common
with the rest of the country, during the period D{gsix weeks from
Sept. 1st to Oct. 13th, when there were 39 deaths of infants
under one year of age to 85 births registered, giving an infantile
mortality rate for that period of 458.

In consequence of the prevalence of Diarrhcea at that time
I visited the homes ot every one of 28 infants under one year of
age, who had died of * Diarrhcea " between Aug. 13th and Oct.
15th, and made enquires as to the condition of the infant and
the mode of rearing it, and I found that they had all been art-
ificially fed—most of them upon a great variety ot foods—with
the exception of one infant of eight weeks, who was said to have
been kept solely to the breast, and I do think that this fact
points most unmistakably to the food of the infant as the main
factor in setting up the diseasé, whether owing to its unsuit-
ability, its faulty preparation, the condition of the milk used, or
contamination of the food before or after preparation.

Next to improper feeding as a cause of infant mortality
comes exposure to cold, and in a district like Stalybridge it is
difficult to obviate these causes, for often the mother must needs
oo out to the mill or elsewhere in order to assist in maintaining
the family, and in many cases the infant is not only deprived of
a mother's milk and a mother’s care, but is also taken from a
warm bed and carried through the morning air to its guardian
for the day, only to be brought home again when the day’'s work
1S OVer.

Public attention is repeatedly called to these matters at
meetings of the Council, who have issued a leaflet of ** Instruct-
ions upon the Feeding and Management of Infants ” to be dis-
tributed by the Registrar whenever a birth is registered.

While much may be done by the Sanitary Authority in the
way of advice and of inspection of the milk supply, where arti-
ficial feeding cannot be avoided, still it is essential that the
people should be warned that the danger is likely to arise 1n
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their own homes and is not always the fault of the purveyor, and
I am convinced that it 1s only by getting parents and guardians
to recognise their grave responsibilities so that they are fully
alive to the extreme care which an infant needs during the first
year of its existence, that we shall succeed in warding off those
illnesses which make the loss of infant life so heavy.

Infectious Diseases.

In 1891 the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, 1889,
and the Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 18go, were
adopted and during the year 19ob, the cases notified and the
deaths occurring among them were as follows :—

Number of Cases Number of

Notified. Deaths.

il L G e F 3 0
Seaplet Fever .........00 0 ..., 31 1
L e . . RN 5 1
Membranous Croup ............ 7 5
iiwphoid Fever .................. 11 I
BiEmperal Fever .....coooiiae. 3 I
HsIpelas: ... ...t IQ 0

79 9

Whenever infectious cases are notified, full enquiries are
made by both the Sanitary Inspector and myself; all needful
instructions are given and precautions taken to prevent any
further spread of the disease; and any sanitary defects are
noted and steps taken to remedy the same.

Whenever it is advisable, the Librarian is informed, so that
the issue of books to the infected family may be temporarily
stopped, and any books which have become contaminated are
taken by the Sanitary Inspector and destroyed. Heads of
schools are also similarly notified, so that children from
infected homes may not be admitted.

It 1s exceedingly satisfactory to note how few cases of
Infectious Diseases have been notified during the year, though
we cannot expect to always maintain this small number of
cases. I give for comparison the returns of previous years.

189z 1893 1894 1895 1896 18g7 1898 1899 1900

201 218 el o - T T of .
IgoI 1902 1903 1904 1905 19ob

168 274 99; 145 ° I44 79
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Small-Pox.

_ Although Small-Pox has been more or less prevaler;t in the
neighbouring Borough of Ashton-under-Lyne during the whole
of the year, we have been most fortunate in having only 3 cases

in our Borough.

The first of these cases was notified to me on June 14th,
and was that of a Mr. R., 46 years of age, residing in Knowl
Street. He was an ﬂverlﬂc}i{er at a cotton mill in gDukinﬁla',lt:l.
but how he contracted the disease it was impossible to ascertain,
though it is surmised that it was whilst paying an occasional
visit to Ashton-under-Lyne. He was promptly removed to the
Joint Board’s Small-pox Hospital at Hartshead, and every pre-
caution was taken to prevent any further spread of the disease,
fortunately with the greatest success, although the house con-
tained no fewer than nine inmates.

The other two cases could be clearly traced and their
history is sufficiently interesting and instructive to deserve re-
cording with some detail.

A family, named S., consisting of husband, wife and two
children—a boy and a girl—were in business at Woodley, but
early in the year gave it up, stored their furniture at Stockport
and came to stay with friends, named C., at Cockbrook, Ashton-
under-Lyne, the boy, however, being sent to an Aunt’s, Mrs. H,,
at Carrbrook. Their friends, C., had an only child, a daughter,
and the two girls, of about the same age (8 years), found com-
panions in the children at an adjoining house where chicken-
pox (?7) broke out.

The children played together and during the latter half of
May, S.’s girl lell ill with chicken-pox (??), C’s. girl remaining
free. No Doctor was called in and the child was nursed by her
mother and, whilst only convalescent, went at times during
Whit-week to her Aunt’'s Mrs. H., at Carrbrook, there playing
with her brother. Towards the end of June her brother
broke out with supposed chicken-pox (??) ; no doctor was called
in, and the boy was nursed for a fortnight by his Aunt, Mrs. H.

On the evening of Saturday, July 14th, I was asked by
Mr. H. to see his wife as she was “very bad with chicken-pox.
which she had caught from her nephew.” Upon visiting her 1
found her suffering from well defined small-pox, and as 1 tound
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they resided just beyond the Stalybridge boundary, in the district
of Mossley, 1 at once reported tﬁe case to Dr. Healey, Medical
Officer of Health for Mossley, who had her removed the follow-
ing morning to the Mossley Small-Pox Hospital.

The boy, upon his Aunt falling ill, had been sent to his
grandmother’s at Printworks Cottages, where resided his grand-
father and grandmother and three Aunts, who looked after him
until his father and mother, who had just removed to a house
in Millbrook, were prepared to received him,

At the time I visited Mrs. H., at Carrbrook, I found there
a Miss E., a niece of Mrs. H., and she was detained there, word
being sent to her parents, who resided at Spring Grove. The
next morning, Sunday, I went to the house of Mr. and Mrs S,
at Millbrook, and found that their son had returned home from
his grandmother’s that morning.

The boy exhibited distinct evidences of a very recent attack
of small-pox, and his sister evidences of a less recent and mild-
er attack of small-pox. Mrs. S,, appeared to be quite free from
any sign of the disease, but Mr. S., had not been very well for
a few days and there were a few very suspicious spots appearing
about his face, neck and arms. 1 re-vaccinated Mr. and Mrs.
S., quarantined the family at home and kept them under
observation,

I then went to the E’s, at Spring grove and re-vaccinated
both Mr. and Mrs. E., and kept them under observation.

Next I went to the boy’s grandparents’ home at Printworks
Cottages, where I re-vaccinated all the five inmates, whom I
quarantined and kept under observation, and as the boy had
been staying here for about a week I ordered his bed and
mattress to be removed and destroyed and the house to be
thoroughly disinfected, which were done the following morning.

I also visited the home of another of the boy's Aunt’s and
re-vaccinated her and her husband as the boy had been in their
company the previous day.

On July 16th, there could be no doubt that Mr. S., was
suffering from a very mild attack ot small-pox so I had him re-
moved at once to the {uint Board's Small-pox Hospital, where
he remained until discharged on July 26th.
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Diseases of the Lungs.

Number of Deaths, Death Rate.

1900 1905 19ob  IGoj3

e e e R 36 27 .25 0.05
Bronchitis, Pneumonia, &c. T2T  IKI 4.2 3.87

The year has been remarkable for sudden changes in its
climatic conditions which have considerably increased the al-
ready great number of deaths from diseases of the lungs and
with these the deaths from phthisis.

In several cases during the year disinfection of the apart-
ments occupied by consumptives has been carried out by the
Sanitary Authority, who are anxious to do this work asthoroughly
as in ﬂt{ler infectious cases whenever requested.

Cancer.

~ No less than 28 deaths from Cancer (including ““ Malignant
Disease”) have taken place during the year. The average
number of deaths from cancer for the previous five years 19o1-5
was 25.

This is undoubtedly a heavy mortality from an insidious
and very rarely curable disease, which appears to have been on
the increase during recent years in our borough as in other
parts of the country.

Allowing for more exact recognition of the disease than
was possible in former years, this increase is a very real increase,
but the reason of it is as yet undetermined.

Examining the cases in our borough during the year I find
the deaths distributed thus :—

‘Wards—Millbrook. Lancashire. Dukinfield. Stayley.
Population. 3,172 5,202 8,260 11,144
No. of deaths
from Cancer I

a distribution which indicates no special locality for the dis-
order but which fairly corresponds with the population of the
respective districts.

Ages at death | 30-35(35-40|40-45|45-50|50-55|55-00|60-65[65-70|70-75/75-50 years.
from Cancer.] 1 | o Lol 2 4| 4| s 4| 5 1

2 5 g 12

| I
Seat of | Mouth. Digestive Tract. Liver. Breast. Uterus. Other parts
disease ) 2 7 5 5 5 or Organs 4

As regards sex, eight of the deaths were of males, and
twenty were of females,
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The Midwives” Act, 1902.

No woman is entitled to use the name or description of
“midwife " unless she has obtained the certificate of the Central

Midwives' Board.

At the beginning of the year 1906, there were 21 midwives
residing in and practising in the Borough, but during the year
one of them has died, another has removed into an adjoinin
Borough, and stili another has ceased to act owing to impaire
health, and at the end of the year we have but 18 midwives on
the register. Two of them are fully trained, two are partially
trained, while the others have acquired their skill by years of

practice.

Three cases of puerperal fever were notified during the
vear with one death. The case in which death ensued was
attended by one of our midwives, and 1 suspended her from
further practice until such time as I was satisfied that beth her-
self and her clothing had been made free from infection. The
other two cases occurred in the practice of a midwife from the
Borough of Ashton-under-Lyne, and a midwife from the Borough
of Mossley and these when thev had finished with their cases
were dealt with by their respective authorities. .

I am not aware that the habit of going about “laying out
the dead ” is still persisted in, at any rate whilst they are follow-
ing their ordinary ca'ling, but 1 have had occasion to warn
several of the midwives that it is their duty to notify me of any
still-births which may occur in their practice, for I find that

some are apt to neglect this duty.

Common Lodging Houses.

Thereare only two Common Lodging Houses in the Borough.
They have been visited on several occasions and attention has
been drawn to any defective sanitary conditions which have
been observed. Both of them are kept in a clean condition,
but at one of them the sanitary conveniences were found to be
far from satisfactory and they were ordered to be reconstructed
and this work 1s now being carried out.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

These Acts are administered by the Watch Committee, and
I must refer you to the Chief Lanstthes Report for any par-
ticulars regarding the same.
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My attention was drawn by the Police to a quantity of
bananas exposed for sale on the market ground, and I had no
hesitation in pronouncing them ‘unsound.” I ordered them
to be seized, and after they had been condemned by a Justice
of the Peace they were destroyed. The matter was duly report-
ed to my Committee and the vendor was summoned before
them and severely reprimanded.

Meat Inspection,

During the year the Meat Inspector, Mr. Edward Brown,
has inspected the carcases of 25 Pigs, which were slaughtered
on unlicensed premises in various parts of the Borough. He
found them all sound and in good condition.

He also inspected at a farm the carcase of a Bull which
had been slaughtered owing to its having broken its leg. The
broken leg was cut away and not sold for food.

Three cows slaughtered by Butchers on licensed premises
were reported to the Meat Inspector as “graped.” In one
instance the cow was so extensively ‘‘graped” that we had no
hesitation in condemning the whole carcase, which was removed
and destroyed by the Sanitary Officials. In the other two
instances the disease was more or less localised and we ordered
the affected parts Lo be freely cut away and destroyed.

The Meat Inspector’s attention was also called by a tripe
dresser to 12 sets of tripe, which came to him in an unsound
condition. They were removed and destroyed.

A farmer, who had, without notifying the Meat Inspector,
slaughtered and dressed for sale the carcases of 4 cow and
several pigs on his farm premises which were not licensed for
that purpose, appeared before the Sanitary Committee to explain
his conduct. He was severely reprimanded and informed that
in case of any repetition of the offence proceedings would be
taken against him.

Early in the summer attention was called to the practice of
“blowing " in dressing carcases, and I found that the practice
was largely employed in our district. A circular letter was
sent by me toall the butchers, informing them that the Sanitary
Authority were desirous that in the interest of the public the
practice should be discontinued and soliciting their compliance
in this matter, and I am now informed by the Meat Inspector
that the practice has all but ceased.
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It gives me much pleasure to acknowledge the ready co-
operation ot the butchers with us in this and other matters for
it was the butcher who in each instance called the attention of
the Meat Inspector to the condition of the carcases which were
“graped,” and if only they continue to work in harmony with
the Sanitary Authority it will be better for the public and better
for the butchers themselves, for while the one will derive the
advantage of sound meat, the others will reap the benefit of
growing confidence in them.

Factory and Workshop Act.

The Factories in the Borough (including Workshop
Factories) number 65. At two of the IFactories the Sanitary
conveniences have during the year been added to and put into
a satisfactory condition. Notice has been served apon other
three Factories and the defects will shortly be remedied.

As regards the Workshops, of which there are at present
I?D on the register, several of these have received the attention
of the Sanitary Inspector in such matters as want of ventila-
tion, want of limewashing and general cleanliness, omission to
affix Abstract, insufficient Sanitary acmmmﬂdatmn and other
minor defects.

The majority of the Bakehouses are kept in a very satis-
factory condition and none of them are underground. The
have been visited both by the Sanitary Inspector and myself
and attention has been called to any defect or insanitary con-
dition observed.

The following tabulated summary shows the work done
during the year :—

I. INSPECTION.
Including Inspections made by Sanitary Inspector.

NUMBER OF

PREMISES. Written

Infections. Nohices: Prosecutions
5% S SR ] | N B ]
Factories (including Factory ‘
TannaATIBEY, . o x <o ls it pe e 64 ! 3
1
Workshops, Workplaces ........ 140 _ 2 :

Tatal, cawh 204 5
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A special report was compiled of six of these farmsteads
which your Committee has considered, and these farmsteads were
visited" and inspected by your Dairies and Cowsheds Sub-
Committee, viz.:—Stayley Hall Farm, Souracre Farm, Flax-
field Farm, Burnfold Farm, Tonge Green Farm, Staley Hill
Farm.

After visiting and inspecting the same, your Committee
felt that it was necessary to take steps to bring about a change
in respect to these conditions as soon as possible, and a copy
of the report was ordered to be sent to the Trustees of tﬁe
Stamford Estate, the owners of the said farms. A meeting was
arranged between the owners and your Sub-Committee when
these farms were discussed in detail as to the drainage, con-
dition of floors, lighting, ventilation, and storage of manure,
also as to the dairy accommodation.

As a result of the meeting two new shippons are proposed
to be erected, and various suggestions of other alterations as
required were considered and noted.

Your Sub-Committee has also a further special report to
be considered at an early date.

Milkshops.— The number of milkshops on. the register at
present is 42, one of an increase on last year.

Several changes of occupiers have occurred and one or two
have ceased to keep milk, but several others have applied for
registration so keeping the number almost stationary.

There has been nothing to complain of this year as the re-
tailers have kept their milk vessels very cleanly and placed them
in position where the milk would be the least subject to contam- -
ination, for after all the retailing of milk in nearly every case
is only a small part of the business.

Slaughter-houses.— There are now 20 Slaughter-houses
within the Borough. Of this number nine are now subject to
the renewal of the licenses annually as required by the * Public
Health Act, Amendment Act, 18go.” The remaining elevenare
registered by previous Acts.

There has been no change with regard to the structural
conditions of these premises since the last Annual Report. The
conditions as to size and position of several of these premises
are far from satisfactory.
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As a general rule the premises are maintained in a good
condition after taking into consideration the existing circum-
stances. The general cleanliness and whitewashing have
received attention and the Byelaws and regulations have been
adhered to. The offal and other garbage are regularly removed
' from the premises by your Cleansing Department

Offensive Trades.—The one offensive trade, as scheduled
under the Public Health Act, is that of tripe boiling. The trade
is fairly well localised, and taken as a whole the premises are
kept in a good sanitary condition, well ventilated, whitewashed,
and clean, the occupiers carrying on their business with the
minimum of nuisance.

Smoke Observations,— There are about 40 chimneys that
come within the meaning of section g1 of the Public Health
Act, 1875. During the past year 70 observations have been
taken. In 19 instances the time (ten minutes in the hour)
allowed for dense smoke has been exceeded. No proceedings
have been instituted, but abatement notices have been served

in several cases.

One or two firms have attached to their boiler furnaces
special appliances for the prevention of dense smoke and these
appliances have worked with marked success since the'r insti-

tution.

Infectious Diseases.—Seventy-nine cases of infectious dis-
ease have been investigated and reported upon as against 144
cases last year. The defects in the sanitary arrangements have
received attention and were remedied by the owners with few

exceptions.

After the attending medical practitioner has certified the
patient or patients free from infection the houses are fumigated
and disintected. The number of houses so treated was 5I.
This number includes several premises where phthisis has been
Eresent, and at which at the request of the tenants, fumigation

as been carried out.
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