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TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS
OF THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF ST. HELENS.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit for your consideration the Annual
Report on the Health Services for the year 1937.

Despite a slight increase in the birth rate from 18.3 per 1,000
of the population in 1936 to 18.6 per 1,000 in 1937, and an excess
of 693 births over deaths during the vear, the Registrar General still
estimates the population to be decreasing, his mid-year estimate for
1937 being 107,400, This estimate shows a loss of 600 in the
borough population during the preceding 12 months. As pointed
out in previous Reports this decrease in population of St. Helens is,
in great measure, due to the increasing number of families who go
to live in areas just outside the borough boundary, though retaining
their occupations in the borough. 'This loss to the borough is bound
to continue in proportion to the development of these areas, and i1s a
matter of serious consideration for the town.

The general death rate for 1937, adjusted to correspond with
the age and sex distribution of England and Wales as a whole, was
the same as for the previous year, namely, 14.9 per 1,000 of the
population and was the second lowest among the 17 county
boroughs in Lancashire. There was unfortunately, however, an
increase in both the infant mortality rate and the maternal mortality
rate as compared with the previous year. The infant mortality
rate for 1937 was 88 per 1,000 live births as compared with a rate of
56 for 1936. It has to be remembered, however, that the rate for
1936 was not only the lowest ever recorded for the borough, but was
even lower than that for England and Wales as a whole—a rather
remarkable fact for an industrial town. 'The maternal mortality
per 1,000 live and still-births was 7.14 as compared with a figure
of 4.84 for the previous year. These increases are discussed in the
Maternity and Child Welfare portion of the Report.
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In regard to infectious diseases during 1937, though there was
no epidemic of any particular disease, there was still a high persistent
occurrence of cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria. This persistence
has been noted in respect of scarlet fever during the last 3 years, and
in respect of diphtheria during the last 2 years. In both cases, however,
the type of the disease during 1937 was mild, and there were fewer
deaths than in the previous year.

With the opening of the new cubicle block at the Isolation
Hospital, greatly increased facilities have been provided for the better
isolation of the very varied types of infectious diseases now admitt-
ed. From the admimistrative point of view the block has been
found invaluable.

The two chief expansions of the work during the year affected,
mainly, the Maternity and Child Welfare Service. The Council’s
Domiciliary Midwifery Service was commenced on the 30th July,
d it is hoped that with this Service of fully qualified midwives,
working under better supervision than has been possible in the past,
the standard of maternal care in the home will attain a yet higher level
f efficiency. The other expansion was the inauguration of separate
ddlers’ clinics for the purpose of giving more care and attention
the pre-school child.

The work in the Sanitary Department was again very heavy
uring the year. Not only was there continued activity in slum
earance, but ever increasing legislation is constantly throwing
itional duties on this Department, and the question of still further
increasing the staff will have to be considered in the near future.

I take this opportunity of thanking members of the Council
or their kindness and consideration shown me in the conduct of my
ork, and I have to record my hearty appreciation of the loyal and
illing service given by every member of my staff.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,

FRANK HAUXWELL.



GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (Acres) ... o . : . : 7,950
Estimated Population mid-year 1937 . - 107,400
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1937) according

to Rate Books ... : 2 26,250
Rateable Value .. e £463,056
Product of a penny rate . e i £1,770

The Net Cost on the Rates of the various Health Services
in St. Helens during the year ended the 31st March, 1938, as com-
pared with the previous year is given below,

Pence per [

1936-37  1937-38
Isolation Hospital 5.667 6.568
Tuberculosis ... FTa : 6.849 6.743 |
Maternity and Child Welfare ... 9.318 10,253 §
Venereal Diseases . . 396 . 3641
Vaccination ... 316 L4971
Food and Drugs Acts .. . .276 7381
Slaughterhouse and Cold Stores w3l 4150
Contagious Diseases of Animals . S - 042 L0334
General Sanitary and Administrative Charges 6.478 5.9324
Main Drainage ... : ) 1.125 1.258
Sewage Disposal 3.397 3.979
Building Inspection and Drain Testing i 094 638
Sanitary Improvement 118 1
Public Conveniences ... .505 559
*Collection and Disposal of Refuse . 17.108 17,595
*Blind Persons ... e Al g 4.243 4.512

Total Net Cost of Health Services 56.163 ﬁil.?-la:

—

*Under the control of the Cleansing Committee and the Blind Persons Act
Committee respectively.




STAFF.

Medical Officer of Health, Administrative Tuberculosis Officer,
Medical Superintendent of Corporation Hospitals, and School

Medical Officer :
Frank Hauxwell, M.B., Ch.B. (Glasgow), D.P.H. (Camb.)

Deputy Medical Officer of Health :
Gerald O'Brien, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H. (5t. Andrew’s).

Assistant Medical Officers of Health :
Harold C, Calvey, M.B., Ch.B. (Liverpool), D.P.H. (Man-
chester).
Enid M. Hughes, M.B., Ch.B. (Liverpool).

Ian M. McLachlan, I.R.C.PI. and L.M., L.R.C.S.I. and
L.M., D.P.H.

Muriel M. Osborn, M.R.C.5., L.R.C.P. (from September,
1937).

Dental Surgeons :
Ronald G. Clague, 1..D.S. (Resigned October, 1937).
Arthur N. ILeicester, B.D.S.
Mary G. Chisnali, 1..D.5.

Sanitary Inspectors, etc. :
" Ernest Sefton (1), (3), (6), (7), Chief Sanitary Inspector.
*W. H. Ball (2), (3), (8), Deputy Chief Sanitary Inspector.

{EL Linwe (2Y, {4). .. coitie i, . Sanitary Inspector.
Y W. A. Young (2), (3), (8) ... s : do.
R Sraller (DA — ey do.
%ﬂmmh—{—ﬁ};-{ﬂ} ———
e IR T B 7 T O o S do.
4 A, H. Jenkins (1), (3) .. do.
B W Wabdwarel (3 ) (B) o s i do.
*w-ﬂubeﬂshaw 3 (8) ................................... do.
f'E Preston (3), (4), (8) . do.

7 o', Blashill (1%, (), Superintendent of Public Abattoir,

]

_$.Q. Naly L2 | ela.
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Matrons of Corporation Hospitals :
Edith Carder, Borough Isolation Hospital and Eccleston
Hall Sanatorium.
Eva May Peters, St. Helens Maternity and Child Welfare
Hospital.

Health Visitors and School Nurses :
Superintendent :—Eleanor J. Moorehead (9), (10), (13).

Ethel Denman (1), (12), (13) Nellie Richardson (10), (13)
Mary Riding s (10), (13) Leah Rogers (9), (10), (13)
Emily Corrish (10), (13) Louisa Peace (10), (13)
Nora Hogan (10), (13) Edith Jones (9), (10), (13)
Mary Corrish (10), (11), (13) Caroline Good (10), (13)
Alice Happold (10), (12), (13) Annie May Jenkins (9), (10), (13)
Edith Curran (10), (13) Hilda Robson (9), (100, (13)
Doris Parkinson (9), (10), (13) Lihan Evans (9), (10), (13)

*Amanda S. Hume  (9), (10), (13)
Orthopaedic Nurse :

*Isabelle Marvin Corke (14)
Winifred M. Russell (14)
Tuberculosis Nurse :
*Grace Sumner (10)
Sarah A. T. Prescott (10), (13)

Clerk Dispenser and Venereal Diseases Attendant :
Jas. McP. Hutton.

Venereal Diseases Nurse :
Florence Wilkinson (10)

*Resigned during the year.

E% WSNM hl::mpnctﬂ ] &mgmlc ﬂ ﬁ bRowE Snnlll.‘nry Instinuste.
tor 5 Certiboate of 1 er niveraily,
(3) Certilicate for Meat Inspection of the Royargn:lhnm Institute,
(4) Certificate for IMeat Ins I;mn ui thu Li | Unaversity.
(3) Cnmﬁmw for Sanitary ani Sanitary Institute.
(6) Diploma of the Institute -n! Slnrcanr GHMCETE,
Diploma of the Bl.ll.]dll'lf Surveyors Associntion
[ﬁ Einrtu.ry |r|.|pﬂ:bnr L Ecruﬁc-br.- of the Hnnl Sﬂ.nﬁ.ll"_r Institute and SI:IIHII‘!' l.n.l.pcﬂm

!MH:@JI\E‘:W‘&.‘II Enffl'ld: Eﬂ.!‘l:l natitute.
; L L} 1
“I Fﬂ'ﬂ' IrB.:IMd Nul“

(12} Children's Trained Nurse.

(13) State Certified Midwife.

{14) Certificate of the Chartered Socicty of Massage and Medical Gymnastics,

The following are part-time officers :—
District Medical Officers :—]. D. O’M. Poole, M.B., Ch B.

H. A. Lomax, M.B,, Ch.B., M.R.C.S,, L.R.C. P | .-1
Donnellan, M.B., Ch.B.; T. R. O'Keeffe, L,R.CP
LRCS,LRFPS.; J. G. OKeeffe, L.R.C.P.,

L.R.C.5, L.RF.P.S.




Public Vaccinators :—H. B. Bates, L.S.A., LL.M.S.S.A.:
J. 8. Fox, M.B.,, CM., M.R.CS.;: J. G. O’Keefle,
L.EB.CP,LRC.S, L.LRF.PS.

Physician to the X-ray Department, Tuberculosis Dispensary :
J. Unsworth, M.B., B.S. (Lond.).

Orthopaedic Surgeon :—B. L. McFarland, M.D. (Liverp.),
M.Ch. (Orth.), M.B.,, Ch.B., F.R.C.S. (Edin.).

Ophthalmic Surgeon :—E. Allan, M.B., Ch.B. (Edin.).

Ear, Throat and Nose Surgeon :—]. E. G. McGibbon, ML.B.,
B.S. (Lond.), D.L.O. (Eng.).

Obstetrician and Gynaecologist:—]. W. Burns, M.D. (Dublin),
B.A., M.B,, B.Ch., B.A.O,, F.R.C.S. (Edin.).

Speech Therapist :—Muriel W. Ferrie, M.5.5.T.
Public Analyst :—Herbert J. Evans, B.Sc., F.I.C., F.C.S.
| Veterinary Inspector :—A. H. Leyland, M.R.C.V.S,

1.—NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

PHYSICAL FEATURES AND GENERAL CHARAC-
TER.—St. Helens is situated 10 miles east of Liverpool and 20 miles
west of Manchester, and lies on the southern fringe of the Lancashire
fcoalfields.  Geologically the soil consists of clay overlying coal

measures, and owing to past mining activities some portions of the
town are peculiarly susceptible to subsidence. This is particularly
so in the Sutton and Derbyshire Hill districts.

The area of the borough is 7,950 acres and it i1s estimated that
Mapproximately one quarter of this area is occupied by factories and
lother industrial works, and one quarter by housing ; the remainder
i8 mainly agricultural land and parks.

Housing development has mainly taken place towards the
I North-West and North, and on these sides there is considerable
factivity in land development.
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The district 1s well supplied with public parks and recreation
grounds—both public and private. The Corporation maintain 14
parks and recreation grounds covering approximately 178 acres.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.—The chief industries of the

town are coal mining and glass making.

The average number of persons unemployed in St. Helens
and registered at the Labour Exchange during 1937 (as shown by
the figures taken on Monday of each week) was 5,281 men, 422
women, and 455 juveniles (total 6,158). The largest number of
unemployed men and women was 6,409 in January and among
juveniles 640 in January. The total for 1937 shows a decrease from
the previous year, when the average total number of unemployed
persons was 7,633.

The total amount of domiciliary relief granted in St. Helens
by the Public Assistance Committee during the year ended 31st
March, 1938, was [85,177/3/2d., of which sum £7,343/10,8d.
was granted to unemployed men and their families. The correspond-
ing amounts granted in the previous year were £95,099/14/8d. and
£26,227[19/5d. respectively.

From St. Helens 353 men, 296 women and 209 children were
admitted to the Poor Law Infirmary, and 116 men, 74 women and

i
il
21 children were admitted to the ** House " during the year. !

Under the National Health Insurance Act, the total number ;I
of insured persons in St. Helens on 1st October, 1937, was 45,667, |
comprising 35,025 men and 10,642 women, or approximately 439
of the total population. The corresponding figures for 1936 were
34,466 men and 10,280 women.

METEOROLOGY.—The total rainfall for the year, as
measured at the Victoria Park Observatory, was 28.25 inches. The
amount of rainfall recorded at Eccleston Hill Waterworks during the
vear was 27.00 inches. The annual rainfall since 1900 is shown in

‘able 1.
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‘The sunshine recorder at the Victoria Park Observatory recorded
1,130.75 hours of sunshine during 1937. The greatest duration of
sunshine on one day was 12.5 hours on 26th April. There were 103
sunless days during the year.

The highest temperature in the shade during the year was on
the 3rd August when it reached 81.6° F., and the lowest was 21.6° F.
on the 10th December.

The special gauge maintained in the centre of the town for
the collection and measurement of the amount of atmospheric pol-
lution showed the total solids deposited in St. Helens from the
atmosphere during the year ending the 31st March, 1938, to be
10,964 metric tons per 100 square kilometres, or approximately
978 pounds per acre.

II.—VITAL STATISTICS.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS OF THE YEAR:

M. E. Total.

Live Births:—Legitimate... ... ... 975 978 1,953
Hlepstimate ...l 23 20 ' 43

Totals ... 993 998 1,996

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population . .18.6
Still Births :—M. 64, F. 40 ; Total : 104.
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births........c 49,5
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Deaths :—M. 718, F. 585 : Total : 1,303.

Death Rate per 1,000 of the estimated resident population ..12.1
Death Rate per 1,000 adjusted to correspond for age and sex

distribution with England and Wales 2s a whole

Percentage of total deaths occurring in public institutions ...

14.9

429,

Number of women dying from diseases and accidents of pregnancy

and childbirth :—

Rate per 1,000 total
(live and still)

Deaths births.
From puerperal sepsis 6 2.86
From other puerperal causes Y 4.28

Totals ... 15 7.14

Deaths of infants under one year of age :—

M. ¥, Total.
Legitimate g 100 71 171
Illegitimate ... ... 4 — 4
Totals ... e 104 71 175

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age :—
All infants per 1,000 live births .. Lt Sl 87.7
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legltlmatf: lwe blrths e 7.8
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... 93.0
Deaths from Measles (all ages) . st 3
g Whooping Cough {all ages} A Ry 7
0 Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) 8
- Tuberculosis cr 75
Zymotic Death Rate sia Bl i s RS2 0.33




13

Table 2.
| ; %Th D-e:;h Ra:f Tuber-
te (adjuste culosis
forngaanid] - Infand HM?M Death Rate
. sex) Mnmhly S 't:' {nli furrns}
COUNTY BOROUGH | Estimated per 1,000 | ,ﬁ
civil 15 “:_:5 H}e Im*I]ﬂI]
pﬂpulatiun| | births | ® hiljc;'!:a |pn:puhliun
per 1,000 population !
| ) ! !
! | | | |
England and Wales .. l41031000| 149 | 124 | 358 | 3.2 69
125 County Boroughs . , ' |
and Great Towns .. ._21,152645 | 149 | 125 | &2 . .
Eurumeumuss — | ©5810] 15.4 ‘ 50 § 7 49 | 1
Blackburn . .. . _.| 114000 | 11.7 156 | 69 6.3 72
Blackpool . _. _. | 123800] 103 15.1 58 20 | &
e ~| 170,400 | 12.7 15.4 61 6.1 64
Bootle . __ C o el 20| 15 77 3.5 11
Bumley . _— . .| 8600 I1.7 16.8 75 1.8 72
T S 59&1-.‘ﬂ| 13.0 15.6 55 7.4 | 65
Liverpool __ —= ot Bl 193 5.2 | 8 | 23 92
Manchester . . . | 75l 3?i| 14.3 54 | 7 | 4.2 | 103
b . . . .| 127800 | 13.2 17.8 68 | 3.4 77
Preston . _ . .| 113600 14.0 T U 7 A (N .
Rochdale __ . .. .| gl.mi e | w62 |-58 | 61 | &
: !
ST. HELENS ... .. ~| 10400 | 186 | 4.9 | B | 7.1 70
I |
Wi _ | ool s | w2 | s | 4 |
Southport . .. ... .| 78960 | 10.6 13.3 & | AR
Wemington . .- .| /8500 7.1 | 150 82 14 | %
B . . . 8] 163 | 7.0 90 2.8 81

rate.

*Rates not available.

Table 2 shows the main vital statistics of St. Helens in com-
parison with those of the other County Boroughs in Lancashire
as well as with those for England and Wales and the 125 County
Boroughs and Great Towns in England and Wales.

: From this Table it will be seen that of the 17 County Boroughs
lin Lancashire, St. Helens had, for the year 1937, the third highest
birth rate, the second lowest death rate, and the sixth lowest tuber-
culosis death rate. St. Helens had, however, that year, the second
highest infant mortality rate and the second highest maternal mortality
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Table 3 gives a summary of the vital statistics for the past 50
years,

POPULATION.—According to the Registrar-General's
estimate, the mid-1937 population was 107,400. This represents a
decrease of 600 from the estimated population of the previous year,
which was 108,000.

The natural increase in population during 1937, i.e., the excess
of the number of births over deaths, was 693, as compared with a
natural increase of 669 in 1936, 711 in 1935 and 917 in 1934.

Examination of Table 3 shows that despite the extension of the
horough boundary in 1934, and a yearly excess of births over deaths,
the population of St. Helens has been gradually decreasing during
the past 10 years. There is no doubt that this is due to the greatly
increased development of the areas abutting on the borough boundary, .
mainly in Windle and Eccleston ; many families from St. Helens
having moved into these areas in recent years,

BIRTHS.—The number of births registered in St. Helens
during 1937 was 2,113. 41 births occurring in other districts were
transferable to St. Helens and 158 occurring in the borough were
transferred to other districts, making a total of 1,996 births belonging
to the borough. The birth rate for the year was 18.6 per 1,000 of
the population as compared with 18.3 for the previous year. The
rate for England and Wales during 1937 was 14.9 and for the 125
County Boroughs and Great Towns was 14.9 per 1,000,

For the first time for many years the number of male and female
births was the same ; there being 998 of each sex.
Ilegitimate births were 2.29, of the total, as compared with
1.7%, in the previous year.
Table 4 shows the birth rate for St. Helens since 1880 and
the figures for England and Wales for the same period.

DEATHS.—The number of deaths occurring within the |
borough during the year was 1,179, This total includes 126 deaths
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Table 3.
Statisties for St. Helens,
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in St. Helens of persons usually resident in other areas, but excludes
250 deaths of persons usually resident within the borough which
occurred in other areas, so that the actual number of deaths assignable
to St. Helens is 1,303.  'This gives a crude death rate of 12.1 per 1,000
of the resident population. The rate for 1936 was also 12.1.

The adjusted death rate for 1937 (i.e. the crude death rate
‘ adjusted ' to a figure which represents the rate of mortality that would
have occurred if the age and sex distribution in 5t. Helens had been the
same as that of England and Wales as a whole), was 14.9 per 1,000,
this rate also being the same as that for the previous year. The death
rate for England and Wales as a whole for 1937 was 12.4 per 1,000,

Though yearly variations in age and sex distribution also
occur locally, these are never very great, so that the crude death
rate can be used for yearly local comparisons and the trend of the
death rate in St. Helens since 1881 is seen in the following state-

ment :—
Crude Death Bate per 1,000 of the population.

Period.

2
2
|

Frabrara o= oo
e e 8 00 D O A B0 A

Seasonal Deaths.—The following statement gives the num-

ber of St. Helens deaths in each quarter of the year, with the death
rate for each quarter, and the death rate for England and Wales

for the same periods.

Death rate
per 1,000 of population.
No. of Deaths. St. Helens England
(Crude)  (Adjusted) & Wales
First Quarter .. .. o .. HT 16.6 20.4 16.2
Second Quarter bime I . 282 10.5 12.9 11.6
Thitd Quartet ... o cw e 247 0.2 113 9.7

Fourth Quarter L O 12.2 15.0 12.3
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Coroner’s Inquests.—During the year, 126 deaths were re-
orted to the Coroner. In 706 of these the Coroner was able with-
t an inquest to issue a certificate attributing the death to natural
uses. In 50 instances where inquests were held, the deaths were
orded as attributable to :(—

Colliery aceidents ... . o s o
Street accidents irs ey iz S |||
Accidents in works ... e g S e S 1
Drowning .. i G i
Poisoning ... SR et 9
Scalds and burns .. A 3
Other deaths from violence @ .. T PR
Natural causes e Tl 1P A 2
Other causes ... WS R T Y o R 4

49

One inquest was opened and not resumed.

Causes of Death.—Figures relating to the causes of, and ages
t, death during the year are given in Table 3.

Zymotic Death Rate.—The number of deaths caused by
he “ seven principal epidemic diseases ”’ during 1937 was 35, giving
f zymotic death rate of 0.33 per 1,000 of the population as compared
ith 0,46 during 1936.

The causes of these deaths during 1937 were as follows :—

Diarrhceea and enteritis (under 2 years) . S el
Whooping Cough il b s o7
Measles _. .. - Bll P i S 3
Scarlet Fever  _.. TS, et ) Wi i niaies 2
Diphtheria (including membranous croup) 15
Fever (enteric, typhus, and simple continued fever) .. 0
BEalIDERE s e s, T g Tl o)

Table 3 shows the figures during the past 50 years,
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Table 5.

Causes of, and ages at, death during 1937,

Causes of Death Sex ﬂu; 0l | I— | 2= = 55 (65
All Causes .. Lo _'"if. ‘%g "i"? s IE 13 % ﬁ Ig E
Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers ... %i —| =l =] =]= :! - - ;
T R =
Scarlet fever . .. — .n’f-‘ : | = lhelie= = _:
Whooping cough .. — .. E‘ ’ ?! _“ il T b el e =
Do — = — -ip|| 5|21 2] & 3 2SS
Intienza: o —n = o I:u-ll g Seaf (W1 (8L e :Ii : ? g Ig ;
Encephalitis lethargica . |Bl 3 I 21 2 21 2121 21 2] o
Carebrospinal fever .. ¥l 3| 2|21 2| J1 2|21 2] 2] 2
Tuberculosis of respiratory system E: %? = _| e .‘;l 'E ? g g A
Other tuberculous diseases . .. F{ I.l; | E ‘E | : | = I it i l =
Bplike o pw N R EEEEEE -
General paralysis of the insane, T T A e e, R g
_ mbesdiemlin. — oo o Bl Sl = e e
Cancer, Malignant disease . __ ?fl - ?;.i i = ] | = o E |§ ;'3
Dibds, . - RO EEEEERE
Cerebral haemorrhage, ete. .. .. ];51 | ﬁ :; = | 2| I ey e 8
e R EEEEEE
Aneurysm .. .. .. s Eﬁ_ ey e W :I = (g | =
Ohther circulatory diseases ... FFI Hi=is it = it ?_—!
Bronchitin. — .. __? R = Z| ) 3
Pneumonia (all forms) i ]'l.:":I I' ﬁ E g ll =5 i EI ::' 2 |
Other respiratory diseases . . FF'-II” 3 = :i :5 = ZE]== :i 4 %
Pepticuleer __ . . .. Eﬁ{ I i | :1 s ool %E lll =
Diarrhaea, ete. — -_ s F:-{ g %! = :i _|| = ! =
Appendicitis .. __ _ _ E-II 3 o :l =f A H = i i
Crlmdbse o A e e = =l =l ===
Other dicases b bver, et . | B[l %[ =[ =] =] =] =| =l =] =| 7}
Other digestive diseases ... .. E{” |§ s _z s =|' = T _3 |
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Table 5—continued.

| || Al Al Ages
Causes of Death | Sex| Ages | 0-1 [ 1—  2— | 5— 15— | 25- | 35 |45 | 55~ 65- | T5-
: = e I N b
ite and chronic nephritis --—IFE |3|- ol -!_I_._ 41 3| 5] 1
. il i ! E =
lSeis. . . AP 6| = —--—!—i— 5| 1| —| =] =| =
) (R | 18 3 | | |
et puerperal causes St 9_!".—'_1.4 gl 1) =| =] = -
hgenital debility, premature birth, | M|l 56| 56 — — | — —=! —| —1 —| = =] —
cinatinne she i - RN BB =) S Sl S =gl =
M | 34 | - =] - - - =] 2| 72| B
i S T [ —| =] =] =] =| = 6| B
_— | 1
M 8| —| O I [T T [ [
- -  —  —IF B [ — = ==l =T = =
: M| 2| 2 o TR B e e R [ e |
violence —— — FI |;l == - = gl —_ ] = | &1 7
R R s ' |
: (M|l 52| =| a| 8% 2| & 5| 7| wi &
fdefined disenses . _|F || | 7] | Z| 2| &l 2| 7y 3! 7| 9| 2
F ,_‘ = =T — N e == RS
g5 ill-defined or unknown = F‘ 3 I _I | ] T 5| £ % Sl _I
i = _izhel T | [ 2 T FaiSeia) SO DT
19 ' 29 | 212 | 302 | 209

Totals .- = S sl 2 | #| e 8

Deaths from Tuberculosis.—Tuberculosis was the cause of
£75 deaths during the year—that is 5.769, of all deaths belonging
iito the borough. Of these deaths, 60 were attributable to tuberculosis
fof the lungs and 15 to other forms of tuberculosis. The ages at
dwhich these deaths occurred are shown in Table 3.

Malignant Diseases.—The deaths from these diseases during
lithe past five years were as follows :—

I 1
AGE 193 | 1934 | 195 | 19%6 | 1997
L{ndirlymr - b= | - — ’ - -
—2 vears . i & e - — -- —
2-_5 [T Pr— s m— | —— ‘ — — | — —_—
T T et BENM =
=i e =, s = 7o =
B35, . Bl e S T - 2
B5—t5 Satksml ] s s TR I
e 30 16 g ol 2l 21
565 .. 7 _\ % | 40 32 54 39
e o i 37 4 41 53
5 and over .. e 8 L 15 17 10 I 19 17
Tots . [ 131 | 12i 121 | 143 144
Percentage of the total deaths | 8.72 | 10.54 | 9.20 ‘ 10.91 | 11.05
Death rate per 1,000 of population | 1,22 | 1.2 | 1.12 1.32 .34
Death rate per 1,000 of population, ¢ |
England and Wales — s | 156 |15 | e | o1
| i
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There would appear to be no relationship between the in-
cidence of malignant diseases and industrial processes in St Helens,

There are no special facilities in St. Helens for the diagnosis
of Cancer. In regard to treatment, the Local Authority have made
arrangements with the Lancashire County Council that any cases
sent to the County Hospital, Whiston, (the Public Assistance [nstitution
for St. Helens) which, in the opinion of the Medical Superintendent
of that Hospital would benefit by radium treatment, are transferred to
the Christic Hospital and Holt Radium Institute, Manchester, or to
the Liverpool Radium Institute and Hospital for Cancer. Both
local voluntary Hospitals also have arrangements whereby cases from
their Institutions can be sent to Liverpool for treatment.

Other causes of death,—The following extract from Table
5 shows some of the other principal causes of death :—

Percenta

of T
Mumber Deaths.
Pneumonia (all forms) . S0 06,60
Bronchitis and other Respiratory Diseases 78 5.99
Influenza: ... . O P 57 4.37
Heart Disease s ok 21.80
Cerebral Haemorrhage, ete. .. 04 4.91
Suicide and other deaths from violence ... 33 4.07

Infant Mortality.—During 1937 there were 175 deaths of
children under one year of age. 'This corresponds to an infant

mortality rate of 87,7 per 1,000 births.  The infant death rate for
1936 was 56.1.

Further reference to this subject is made in the Maternity
and Child Welfare Section.

Table 6 shows the infant death rate for St. Helens since
1880, and the figures for England and Wales for the same period.
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III. -INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The following are the infectious diseases compulsorily notifiable
o the Medical Officer of Health in St. Helens :—

Smallpox Puerperal Pyrexia

Scarlet Fever Cerebro-Spinal Fever
Diphtheria and Membranous  Acute Poliomyelitis

Croup Acute Polioencephalitis

Enteric Fever Acute Encephalitis Lethargica
Typhus Fever Ophthalmia Neonatorum
Relapsing Fever Erysipelas

Continued Fever Malaria

Dysentery fMeasles and German Measles
*Pneumonia +Whooping Cough

Cholera Tuberculosis (all forms)
Plague

*Acute Primary Pneumonia and Acute Influenzal Pneumonia.

i 1Notification by medical practitioner is not required if the disease
“ has occurred in the same family or institution and been
notified within the period of two months immediately preceding
the date on which he first becomes aware of a further case.”

Table 7 shows the total number of cases notified during
he year, the total number of deaths which occurred, and the numbers
dmitted to the Corporation Hospitals.

Table 8 gives the age distribution of the cases notified,

nd Table 5 the age distribution of the deaths which occurred.

e number of cases notified during each week of the year is shown

n Table 9, and the number of notifications each year during the
ast 10 years is seen in Table 10,
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Table 7.

Infectious Diseases, 1937.—Total number of cases notified, number
of cases admitted to hospital, and the total deaths.

Matilications | Cases admitted Tatal

received to hospital Deaths
Smallpox hi: | apyetia e e o - -
Scarlet Fever ... = Wy = 671 650 Z
Diphtheria s e i e : 463 42 15
Measles ... .. LA NS s s 4 092 4 &
Whoaping Cough i M R L i) 0 7
Entenic Fever .. o : m 2 2 —_
Dyscnter}r ...................... fg -— —
I:_r].rslp-e C i T s e R | i3 —
Pneumonia .. ... . 275 : | B
'F];yphus il"qeger ...... Sy e —? | —4 -
ucrperal I'ever — s = i |
Puerperal Pyrexia e o S 1 29 i 22 } 6
Ophthalmia Meonatorum S : 8 ! —_ —
Pohomyelitis ... P ) Uiir amiesad 2 = =
Encephalshs Let]mrg]ca i EET AN — - 3
Cerebro-Spinal Fever . . . .. 3 [ 3
Malaria _... T — — —
Table 8.

Age distribution of cases of Infectious Diseases notified during 1937,

1 |
DISEASE $E| 5| 1| 2 53— 4] stiois— |35
=813 ||
3 e |
| ! |
Smallpox .. .. .| —[|—=|— = —=|=/|= =i = ===
Scarlet Fever ... | 671 1200138 61 | 7633311031813 6|—| =
Diphtheria ... .  _. i 463 |— 8 2010127371226 % 14 39 1|1 =
Measles .. .. . (992 P70 (113 (98 (165 214 317 | 13| 1 | —=|—|—| =
Wheoping Cough ..... 1880 o3 IB B N5 (159244 | 8 | — | —| — | —| =
Enteric Fever .. || Z1=|l=l=|=|=|=|=|=| 1|=] ||
Dysentery ... .. . 3 |— — —|=l=|=|=|=|2|=|1I!|=
Erysipelas .. .. —J| &3 l|l=1 1| 2]=13|—| 4| 9|15|23| &
neumomnia .. |27 Q28|27 9|08 UL 20 | 1|15 |47 |28 |43 | W
TyphusFever . _|| — |—|—=|—=|=|=|—=|—=|=|=|=|—|=
Puerperal Fever .. =l 2T l=l=1=1=|=]= | —| 1| 5 1|—=|=
Puerperal Pyrexin . | 29 | —|—|—|— =)= = )22 |5 S
glmmemtorum I 81 8l=l=l=l—=t=|=1|—=l=|=I|—I|38
Pohom}:l:uu _ = Z 1= 1]|= | | = === ===
Encephalitis Letlmrgn:a ) = === === = == =] = | =
Cerebro-Spinal Fever _.| 3 |—|— | —|— ] [ et e [ s = =
Kilia o = ~ S S EISIE = e e e .
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Table 9
Infectious Diseases.—Number of cases of Infectious Diseases

notified each week in 1937.
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Table 10.

Notification of Infectious Diseases received during the
undermentioned years.

! 1928 | 1929 i 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937

| || 1

| . | | |
Smallpox . .. 2| = = — - —_ — -
Scarlet Fever . 1) 506 255 | 148 | 147 231 286 }43 590 | 671
Diphthenia ... ..| 153 | 170 | 162 | 121 86| 203| 31| 25| 482 | 463
Measles .. —| 1465 | 1995 | 1026 | 2332 | 512 4092 | 1177 | 1416 | 1569 | 992
Wl‘lmpmg Cﬂugl‘.l - 649 | 685 | 516 | 43 | 394 | 1580 | 185 H}ISZ | 102 | 880
Enterie Fever £l | 2 3 | Il =1 1 2 ] | Z
Dysentery ... I | 2] = 15 | | | 1| = | 10 3
Erysipelas ... o 77 2| 52 58 80 77 | a2 63
il e | 263| 1| 251 | 226 | 308 ‘ 49| 24, 295 37 | 2
Typhus Fever . — - —_ | = —_ —_ - —_
Puerperal Fever .. 11 16 17 Il & 2 |[i 9 8 i
Puerperal Pyrexia .. 20 e 13 8| B 12 19| 14 17 .
Ophthalmia :

MNeonatorum ... 20 24 14 i 7 [ i4 12| 8
Poliomyelitis. . — 9| — | — = 12 - 1| 1| &
['.n:ep-hahhs , . ' | . |

Letha — 3 il 2 I IS 3 1 2| Z| .
Cerebro- mnl Fever | — — - | 17 | 0| — | 2 3

alaria .. e — — — 8 — — = —-

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.—The year 1937 was mark
by a rather high and steady persistent level of incidence in all th
major epidemic diseases with the exception of measles, which for th
first five or six months of the year showed a low return of cases.,
There was little seasonal fluctuation in the occurrence of infection,,
and although the notifications for the year did not in any individual
disease display major epidemic proportions, the total number o
notifications in some diseases showed a higher level than for some
years past.

Cases of scarlet fever showed an increase from the previous year
and were the highest to be recorded since 1928. Compared withi
the previous year there was a very slight decrease in the number o
cases of diphtheria, but here again the figures showed mnsidemble:
increase on the years prior to 1936. The total number of cases o
measles was lower than for five years past, but the figures for w hnnpmg
cough reached minor epidemic severity. 1

Amongst the non-notifiable diseases, there was a persisten
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monthly occurrence of cases of chicken pox, the total for the year
being more than that in 1930,

Figures for other zymotic diseases showed little variation from
the average.

SMALLPOX.—No case of smallpox was notified during the
year.

The extent of vaccination in St. Helens since 1901 is shown
in Ta"le 11.

3 ‘Tahle 11. j
Vaccination returns since 1901,
8
2 3 4 o N R N | T Percentage
| E mt_'\"’r::;.i‘mtﬁd
YEAR - o including
Vaccin- [nﬂl_u- Dead  scientious | Post- Re- | ] Columns
ated ceptible Objectors | poned | moved 5 3,6,7,8
1901 | 2639 4 391 n | 2 | % | 4.4
1902 | 2,788 4 342 .l B 58 34 3.8
1903 | 2977 8 ol (o | 1 2.6
1904 | 2940 | 7 4 | 10 | 10 | 42 25 2.8
1905 | 2923 3 2720 | 6 | 10 29 18 2.1
1906 | 2,733 5 318 | B 12 39 22 2.8
1907 | 2810 9 | %7 | M 19 49 17 3.7
1908 | 2.858 18 | 248 70 1 35 20 4.5
1909 | 2720 8 241 | Bl 9 33 1 4.7
1910 | 2,731 3 2% | 131 3 23 19 6.0
1911 | 2750 9 | zmm | 148 5 26 14 6.5
1912 | 2,646 4 294 | 216 12 23 4 8.7
1913 | 2,499 6 29 | 339 4 | Z 9 13.0
1914 | 2654 | 1 281 | 348 6 22 o ] R
1915 | 2352 2 189 | 367 g e ahee [ aiae b 52
1916 | 2,056 4 186 7 | 9 | M4 14.6
1917 | 1,702 4 T T S & | 4 15.7
1918 | 1,86l 0 201 | 28] 8 40 19 14.5
1919 | 1,99 2 189 385 4 | 2 ‘ 18 17.8
il 1920 | 2,452 | i 23 | 553 2 | 1’ | B 19.8
il 1921 | 2234 | 2 179 530 8 | 17 20.6
iy 1922 2,143 | 7 185 411 5 L AR (R 17.8
il 193 | 2,14 10 139 | 261 4 n | 2 12.17
il 1924 | 2227 7 156 157 6 12 | 8.24
4l 1925 2150 | 2 147 234 8 i | 26 11.45
il 1926 | 2084 | 8 151 237 14 9 14 11.62
B | vees | 7 | s | we | 0 | 2 | ‘ 1067
ol 198 | 1990 o O R 12.26
e (1782 | 8 |1 | 28 [ 7 | 16 | M o[ 153
1930 | 1,852 | 3 122 | 317 U ] 9 16.09
Ml o | 1,74 9 16 | 329 ol 15 17.39
o2 | 12 | 4 125 352 5 | 15 12 18.32
] 1933 | 1520 5 118 313 g e e
il 1934 | 1663 2 92 355 5 15 | 23 | 1933
Wl 1o | 1 | 4 120 | 4il 7 | 2 8 | 237
Wl 1936 | 1562 4 79 | 415 L e e 22.75¢

1 Of the 22.75 per cent. unvaccinated, 20,52 per cent. are conscientious objectors.
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SCARLET FEVER.—During 1937, 671 cases were notified
and 2 deaths occurred. The incidence was more or less steady
throughout the year, although the disease was not severe in type and
did not display any tendency towards major complications.

In an effort to abort the minor complications which so often occur
in this disease, e.g., rhinitis, small septic sores, cracked lips and ears,
etc., a regime of treatment with Sulphanilamide was adopted and
contrasted with the routine method of serum treatment. The drug
was found, however, to have no marked effect on the occurrence of
these minor complications nor did it shorten their duration when once
they had occurred. The use of this drug has, therefore, been dis-
continued and the previous practice of giving anti-scarlatinal serum
to all well-marked cases of the disease on admission has been re-

adopted.

The following statement shows the age distribution of all cases
occurring and of the deaths :—

Age. No. of Cases.  No. of Deaths. Case Mortality.
Under 5 years .. 198 2 LTS,
5—15 years ... 454 — —

Over 15 years .. 19 — —

Cases are normally discharged from hospital at the end of 28 days
and that period coincided in 1937 with the average duration of stay
of all cases, One case developed mastoiditis and was successfully
operated on.

DIPHTHERIA.—As previously mentioned there was a slight
decrease in the total number of cases during 1937 as compared with the
previous yvear. The incidence of the disease was, roughly speaking,
constant, although the first, fourth and last three months of the year
returned the highest monthly figures. This was accounted for by
the fact that at these periods there seemed to be a tendency towards)
small localised outbreaks which flared up suddenly and rapidly died
down again. The type of the discase was not markedly severe, and
the case mortality as in 1936 was again low.
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The following statement shows the age distribution of the cases
yoccurring and of the deaths :—

Age. No. of Cases.  No. of Deaths. Case Mortality.
Under 5 years .. 92 6 6.59,
5—15 years ... 330 9 2.7%
15—45 years ... 41 — -

- Over 45 years ... — — —

Propaganda in favour of immunisation against diphtheria was
fagain carried out in the various schools, clinics, &c., and the number
lof cases immunised was almost the same as last year. There is,

thowever, an undoubted lessening of interest on the part of the parents
ftowards this very important form of protection.

The following figures show the work carried out at the Im-
gmunisation Clinic during 1937 :(—

No. of children tested as to susceptibility .. i 32
No. of children immunised wits Ul g e e e RN
No. of children who failed to complete the

immunisation treatment
Total attendances at the Clinic ... ... ... .. ...2847

These figures do not include cases immunised by private
practitioners, but it is believed that such are relatively very small.

For the treatment of diphtheria, antitoxin is available, without
charge, for medical practitioners, either at the office of the Medical
|Officer of Health or at the Borough Isolation Hospital. During the
ast year considerable use has been made of this service,

1

ENTERIC FEVER.—2 cases were notified during the year,
and both were admitted to the Isolation Hospital. One of these
Yicases was found, on investigation, to be a case of food poisoning and
iwas not a true enteric fever. The other case, which proved fatal,
as a definite Bacillus Typhosus infection. 'I'his patient had con-
racted the disease in a district outside the borough.
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*MEASLES.—During the first half of the year very few cases
of measles were notified, but from June onwards the number of
notifications rose rapidly and by December cases were showing very
widespread general occurrence. 'The case mortality, fortunately,
was very low.

The following statement shows the age distribution of the
cases and the deaths :—

Age. No of Cases. ‘o. of Deaths. Case Mortality.
Under 5 years .. 661 2 0.3%
5—15 years ... 331 1 0.39%,

Over 15 years .. — — —

During the year the facilities offered by the Corporation
for the nursing of cases were utilized for a limited number of
cases. 4 cases were admitted to the Isolation Hospital, and the
District Nurses paid 723 visits to 35 cases for home nursing. That
greater use was not made of these services was probably due to the
mild type of the disease.

*WHOOPING COUGH.—The number of cases of
whooping cough was the highest since 1933. 'T'he incidence of the
disease was at its greatest during the summer and autumn months.
There was a tendency towards abatement in the last two months of
the year, and one pleasing feature was the particularly low mortality
rate.

The age distribution of cases and deaths during 1937 was as
follows :—

Age. No. of Cases.  No. of Deaths. Case Mortality.
Under 5 years .. 628 (0 0.969%,
5—15 years ... 252 1 0.4%

Over 15 years .. — == e

* MNote.—Further details regarding these diseases will be found in that section of
the Report dealing with Maternity and Child Welfare, page g2.
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*PUERPERAL FEVER AND PUERPERAL PYREXIA.—
7 cases of puerperal fever and 29 cases of puerperal pyrexia were
motified during the year, and 6 deaths were reported as due to
Spuerperal sepsis,

*OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.—8 cases were notified

fduring the year and all recovered with vision unimpaired.

CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS AND ACUTE
POLIOMYELITIS.—3 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, 2 children
and 1 adult, were notified during the year. The adult recovered,
but both child cases proved fatal. There appeared to be no con-
nection between any of the cases.

2 cases of acute poliomyelitis in children were notified and
recovery occurred in both instances, but with slight residual paralysis.
§T'he after-treatment of both of these children was undertaken by the
§Orthopaedic services of the Corporation.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.—From the death
returns it would appear that 3 cases of this disease occurred during
fthe year and terminated fatally. One of these deaths was eventually
#discovered to be due to tuberculous meningitis. In another instance
the death was certified by the Coroner after a post-mortem examina-
tion, whilst in the third case no information was obtainable. In none
Hof these cases was formal notification of the disease carried out.

ERYSIPELAS.—During 1937, 63 cases of erysipelas were
otified, but no deaths were attributed to the disease.

DYSENTERY.—3 cases of dysentery were notified during
W1937. All these cases occurred amongst the inmates of the County
#Mental Hospital, Rainhill, and were of a low type of virulency,
ticorresponding to similar cases which occur sporadically in this type
1lof hospital,

MALARIA,—No case was notified during the year,

* Mote—Further details regarding this disease will be found in that section of
the Report dealing with Maternity and Child Welfare, page sz.
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NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.—The number of cases
of mumps brought to the notice of the Health Department was
99 in 1937 as against 96 in 1936.

There was a great increase in the number of cases of chicken

pox, 644 cases of the disease coming to the notice of the Department
in 1937 as compared with 294 in 1936.

The number of deaths registered as occurring from influenza
during 1937 was 57, as against 31 in 1936.

The number of deaths from diarrhoea, etc. in children under
2 years of age was 8.

BOROUGH ISOLATION HOSPITAL.—In July, 1937,
the new cubicle isolation pavilion at the hospital was formally opened
on the occasion of the Annual Inspection by the Health Committee.
The pavilion contains a central administrative block flanked by twe
wings, each wing containing three single cubicles and one double
cubicle. ‘This has proved a very welcome and much needed addition
to the accommodation at this hospital, and has greatly facilitated the
nursing of cases of mixed infection and isolated cases of the more
uncommon infectious diseases.

The steady prevalence of infectious diseases during 1937
resulted in a very busy year for the hospital. At the beginning of
the year there were 91 patients in hospital. New cases admitted
during the year numbered 1,206, making a total number of 1,297
patients dealt with. Compared with the previous year, admissions
showed an increase of 82 patients, and the number of patients dealt
with during 1937 was the highest since the scarlet fever epidemic
in 1928, At the end of the year there were 93 patients remaining.
The highest number of patients under treatment at any one time
was 118, and the lowest 53.

With the opening of the new cubicle block the number of
available beds in the hospital now totals 104, instead of 94 as
previously.
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The details of admissions and discharges are shown in Table

Table 12.

Peasley Cross Isolation Hospital.

Hospital Diagnoses of cases treated during 1937.

In ital f In ital
DISEASE Jan. Ist, Admitted | Discharged Died Jan. 1st,
1937 | 1938
Searlst Fever .. .| 38 648 T e
Diphtheria . _. 37 378 353 ' 14 ' 48
Puerperal Fever | | 2 — | —
Puerperal Pyrexia . — 13 13 1 | 1
Venercal Disease z - — —- -- I —
Measles . i | 5 4 | 2 —
Other Diseases 13 159 154 I 8 10
Mathers with sick babie - — -- — —_
Babies with sick mother | — | —_ —
Total . Y 1206 177 @ | %

| Of the 048 cases of scarlet fever admitted, 15 (2.319%,) were
il return cases.

AMBULANCE PROVISION.—Two motor ambulances are
il kept at the Isolation Hospital to convey patients to any of the Corpora-
tion Hospitals, and a Morris Van for the conveyance of bedding,
#etc. During the year the total distance travelled was 22,027 miles.

Though urgent cases are at all times conveyed to the hos-
i pital without delay, there is no regular night ambulance service.

DISINFECTION.—Disinfection of premises by means of
formalin sprays is carried out by the disinfectors from the Medical
i Officer’s Department, and bedding and articles of clothing, etc., are
| disinfected by steam or other appropriate method at the Borough
{ Isolation Hospital. During the year the disinfectors dealt with
2,577 premises, and the numbers of articles disinfected at the Isolation
Hospital were as follows :—
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Articles,
Blankets, Sheets and Rugs .. : e e - 12,200
Hospital Clothing and Bedding < 10,604
Pillows and Cushions ... ... IR e 1,009
Mattresses, ete. .. 4,207
Other Articles of Clothing ... e R 10,503
Library Books ... .. R S, 338
Other Articles ... T 8,407

There is no municipal cleansing station, but facilities for the
cleansing and disinfection of persons and their belongings are afforded
at the Borough Isolation Hospital. School children are also removed
to this Institution for compulsory cleansing when required. The
steam disinfector is also used for the disinfestation of bedding, etc.
of families re-housed from slum property.

IV..LABORATORY WORK.

The majority of the routine bacteriological and pathological
examinations are carried out by the medical staff at the Borough
Laboratory at the Town Hall, but bloods for the Wasserman re-
action and specimens of an unusual nature are examined at the City

Laboratories, Liverpool. Table 13 shows the numbers of specimens
dealt with during 1937,

Table 13.
Results
SPECIMENS. .
Mumber |
Received Positive | MNegalive

sm.b@ for Di hlllerm ........... iz RO 6797 505 | 6292
uta for Tuberculosis . : 626 257 | 369
airs for Ringworm  _. T - s x 4 — 4
Blood for Wasserman Reaction .. i 231 45 ! | 86
Films for Gonococad ... ... . 329 80 249

Pus and other fluids and discharges for various :
DOTENIRAL 1 e e e o 76 14 62
B e 8063 0 | 76




Table 15.
Number of cases notified and number of deaths each
year, 1912 to 1937.
No. of Primary " Death Rate per 10,000
notifications received. Dieaths ' of population

Mon- Mon- Mon-
Year Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmenary | Pulmonary
1912 130 ‘ = 9] 65 9.27 I 6.02

1913 253 . 164 100 _ 90 10.05 9.0

V.—~TUBERCULOSIS.

INCIDENCE.—During 1937, formal notifications under the
gulations were received in respect of 87 cases of pulmonary and
6 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis. In addition, 3 cases of

ulmonary tuberculosis were transferred to St. Helens from other
reas.

A further 5 new cases came to the knowledge of the Depart-

nt from the following sources :—
Non-

Pulmonary Pulmonary

Death Returns of cases not previously
ieLsh e b R (M. e
Posthumous notifications ...

!m|l-:-—l

The reasons for the failure to notify, or for posthumous
tification, were given on investigation, as difficulty in establishing
diagnosis in 3 of the cases. In the other 2 cases the diagnosis was
nly made on autopsy.

The total number of new cases for the year was, therefore, 141,
which 92 were pulmonary and 49 non-pulmonary. At the end
f 1937 there remained on the Tuberculosis Register 454 cases of
ulmonary and 348 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis. The age
ouping of the new cases and of the deaths that occurred during the
ear is shown in Table 14,
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Articles.

Blankets, Sheets and Rugs ... PR e, + 12,200
Hospital Clothing and Bedding e 10,604
Pillows and Cushions ... .. .. e 1,609
Mattresses, etc. 4,207
Other Articles of Clothing ... . e 10501
Library Books ... .. = R e 338
Other Articles ... i e 3,400
Bodyers .| 10 | 7 sl = 8 [ 2 | =
45 to 35 years .. 1] 4 2 I 6 3 — —
35 to 65 vears | 4 — — 3 3 1 —
BRAT ia 2 == — 2 | — - -
Totals | 48 | 44 2 | 7 39 | 2 I 4

Though the formal notifications do not represent the tota
number of new cases each year, they form a useful guide to the in
cidence of the disease. In Table 15 is set out the yearly inciden
and death rate since notification was instituted in 1912, and th
general tendency of both to diminish is clearly seen, though there w
unfortunately, an increase in incidence of pulmonary disease in 1933
as compared with the previous year. 'This occurred mainly amongs
females and was distributed almost uniformly amongst all age groups
It 1s not considered that there is any special significance in this.

Of the 87 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis for which forma
notification was received during 1937, 24 died during the year and th
average duration of life after notification in these cases was 8.5 weeks|
In 10 cases, death occurred within 4 weeks of notification. Th
figures indicate a high percentage of cases notified only when th

disease was too far advanced for any chance of arrest. i

MORTALITY.—During 1937 there were referable to the
borough 75 deaths from all forms of tuberculosis, giving a tuberculosi
death rate of 6.98 per 10,000 of the population. Of these dea
60 were due to pulmonary tuberculosis and 15 to non-pulmona
tuberculosis. The pulmonary death rate was, therefore, 5.59, an
the non-pulmonary rate 1.39 per 10,000 of the population.
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Table 15.
Number of cases notified and number of deaths each
year, 1912 to 1937.
Mo, of Primary | Dveath Rate per 10,000
not fications received. Deaths 5 of population

MNon- MNaon- MNon-
Year Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary | Pulmonary
1912 130 - 9] & | 92 6.02
1913 253 164 100 a) 10.05 9.0
1914 | 207 116 113 65 11.2 b.45
1915 | 203 126 o0 36 | 10.7 6.07
1916 189 137 127 4] [ | 4.5
M7 | 198 62 121 42 | 13.3 4,64
1916 | 144 40 107 34 1.8 3.75
1919 | 150 36 09 3l 9.8 3.08
1920 | 221 63 82 37 7.9 3.53
921 | 179 63 102 32 9.7 3.05
1922 | 167 58 78 39 7.3 3.66
1923 141 45 85 27 8.0 2.52
1924 154 75 118 27 | 10.8 2.48
1925 | 141 Ba a7 25 8.8 2.28
1926 140 68 ] 32 8.2 2.92
1927 | 129 (3] 74 22 6.5 1.95
1928 139 68 84 21 7.6 1.90
1929 | 130 50 a1 24 8.3 2.2
1930 119 33 73 26 6.7 2.4
193] 110 ¥) 103 17 0.5 l.6
1932 141 48 iz 16 6.7 1.5
1933 107 il M Il 7.3 1.0
1934 94 40 72 23 6.7 2.1
1935 83 3 63 Q 6.0 0.8
1936 | 13 48 i 7 6.7 0.6
1937 a7 46 6l 15 §.6 l.4

From the preceding figures and Tables, it will be seen that
lithe number of deaths and the death rate for pulmonary tuberculosis
tfor 1937 were the lowest ever recorded, in spite of the high number
lof cases which were very advanced when they first came under the
finotice of the Department and in which death occurred during the
Myear. Again I would point out that it is those in the prime of life
dwho offer the least resistance to the disease and in whom the mortality
lis by far the greatest, and it is this fact which emphasises the necessity
dof the Tuberculosis Service.

The increase in the death rate from non-pulmonary tuber-
culosis was due to an unusually large number of deaths from tuber-
ulous meningitis, an invariably fatal condition from which there
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were 10 deaths among a total of 16 non-pulmonary deaths during the
year under review. Almost all were in young children. A close
investigation of the circumstances of each case, in an attempt to trace
the source of infection, gave no satisfactory explanation.

The ages at which the deaths occurred are shown in Table 14,
and the number of deaths and the death rate from each form of the
disease since 1912 in Table 15. The death rate from pulmonary
tuberculosis since 1881 is shown graphically in Table 16, together
with the corresponding rate for England and Wales as a whole.

TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY.—The work of the
Dispensary during the year has, for the most part, been carried out
along the lines established in previous years. Close co-operation
with all medical practitioners is maintained, and it is by this co-
operation and the utilization of the facilities at the Dispensary that
in the majority of cases the diagnoses are established. The in-
stallation of the new X-ray plant has been especially useful, and
enables a complete clinical and radiological examination to be carried
out at one session. 'This is an important consideration in dealing
with an early suspect or contact who attends for examination only
with reluctance, and who is extremely sceptical of the remotest
possibility of tuberculosis in his or her case. Yet it is precisely this
patient who requires a complete investigation, as opposed to the one
in whom the disease is so far advanced that diagnosis i1s patent at a

glance.

In some cases contacts, who at the primary investigation have
shown no evidence of active tuberculosis, are kept under observation
over a period of years. Serial X-rays are taken and tuberculin tests
performed as circumstances determine. During the year a tuberculin
patch test was used in place of the former intradermal injection of old
tuberculin, and proved as reliable and more simple in operation
with less unpleasantness for the patient.

All nurses who take up duty at the Corporation Sanatorium
at Eccleston Hall are now examined and X-rayed during their first
few weeks of duty.
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TABLE 17(a).

Record of work at or in connection with the Tuberculosis Dispensary
during the years 1933—1937.

37

3 | e | s | e | 19w
I. New cases examined for the first
BN o e e o e 241 240 221 222 262
2. New contacts examined for the
first ime ... 130 133 135 87 a7
3. Cases transferred From othsr areas I
or returned after djschu.rge from g
the Register .. . _ 3 5 | f 2 2
TRl 374 398 362 311 361
4. New cases and contacts diagnosed l
to be tuberculous d
Pulmeonary— Adults o7 | 69 68 59 69
Children ... 15 5 3 4 i
MNon- puimmn—Muhz g | 14 5 12 1}
Children 24 16 23 28 2
] I gt S sty 15 104 101 103 106
Contacts diagnesed to be tuber-
culous (included in itemd) .| 5 Z 2 | 1
Removed from Dispensary E !
Regis!:er a5 -— | i
Non-tuberculous 254 277 261 199 263
Recovered ... . ... _ i} %0 6l 45 37 37
Dead (all causes) . . . 73 B4 62 | 61 33
Transferred to other areas or |
lost sightof ... . .. _ 30 43 18 | 13 22
Toul | a7 7 W6 | 30 | 375
“ Recovered ™ cases restored to
Register (included in items |
ard 4} SR s e I . | — —
Cases on Dispensary Register b
E 3lst De-r:mh-er — |F
i i R Y 278 271 21 258
Children . 171 Iig i l;g H; I.Eg
Non-Pul Adults § 5% ) 58 | 5 5
e e SR O A (T O O
Dluqnn&is not mmpleted | 5 I . ' " : 3
T Jlge il 5 7 21 10
Tatl s 2800 | 6 667 | 668 654
Pulmonary cases on Register on : |
3lst December which were ! )
TR ol 3 120 i 130 130 132 |33
B Conndiniions with medical pr
Sticmers (perscnal “ul:]'::j o | e | 1 | 1 | o4
tum examinations ... .. .. 206 | 260 170 94 98
~ray examinations —I ) 133 | 364 378 313 637
Hﬁ"ﬂﬂ:mb"ﬁbﬂw o 13 ‘ 126 74 15 106
Home visits by Nurses or Haaith o
th:: hi e ety TR 1903 043 2096 1713
15. Attendances at Dispensary ... ... 2928 ‘ 2781 2358 | 173 1368




During the year a number of radiological examinations were
carried out, at the request of the Silicosis Board, on cases claiming

compensation for pulmonary disease alleged to be due to inhalation
of particles of silica.

Intratracheal lipiodol injection was performed in 100 cases
for diagnostic purposes, and the final diagnoses in these cases were—

bronchiectasis 7, carcinoma 1, pulmonary atelectasis 1, unresolved
pneumonia 1.

Lipiodol is a substance opaque to X-rays, and films taken after
its injection into the bronchial tree are of great assistance in the
differential diagnosis of bronchial carcinoma, bronchiectasis, and
pulmonary tuberculosis. In two cases, (both children), a general
anaesthetic was necessary for the satisfactory performance of the
operation. In all cases the crico-thyroid route was followed.

At the Tuberculosis Clinic, five sessions, including two evening
ones, are held weekly for ordinary cases. A further special session
is also held weekly for radiography and X-ray therapy alternately.
The practice of inviting patients to attend by appointment is main-
tained and works very satisfactorily. Home visiting is carried out

as routine by the Health Visitors and the Tuberculosis Nurse, and
by the Tuberculosis Officer if required.

A record of the work in connection with the Dispensary during
the last five years is shown in Table 17(a).

During 1937, 262 new cases and 97 contacts were added to the
Dispensary Register, and 2 cases were transferred from other areas ;
37 cases were discharged from the Register as recovered ; 263 were
written off as non-tuberculous; 53 died ; and 22 were lost sight of or
transferred to other areas. This left at the end of the vear a total of
654 persons on the Register. 'l'able 17(b) shows the condition at the
end of 1937 of all patients on the Dispensary Register.

Of the 262 cases examined for the first time during 1937,
107 were referred by medical practitioners, 62 were referred by the
medical officers of the maternity and child welfare or school medical
services, 21 sought the services of the clinic spontaneously and 72
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were notified prior to their initial attendance. The percentage of
ctual cases ol tuberculosis seen by the T'uberculosis Officer before
notification was 53.4%,, as compared with 51.5%, in 1936.

Of the 802 known cases of tuberculosis in St. Helens 636, or
79.3%,, have been seen by the Tuberculosis Officer, and of the 133
new cases in 1937, 105, or 799, were examined by him at one time
or another.

During 1937, home disinfection of premises and bedding was
carried out in 655 instances, an increase of 8 compared with the
previous year,

There are no special arrangements under the Tuberculosis
Scheme for the provision of home nursing in St. Helens, but many
of the cases are dealt with by the St. Helens and District Nursing
Association, to whom the Corporation make a grant.  Shelters for the
use of patients at home are not provided in St. Helens.

No case came to notice in which action was required under the
Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1925, {con-
trol of tuberculous persons employed in the milk trade), nor was it
necessary to obtain compulsory removal to hospital of any patients
under Section 62 of the Public Health Act, 1925, or Section 172 of the
Public Health Act, 1936,

NON-PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS.—Cases of bone
and joint tuberculosis in children are treated under the Council’s
Orthopaedic Scheme, and details of these are given in the Ortho-
paedic Section of the Report. Beds are available for acute cases
in the Royal Liverpool Children’s Hospital at Myrtle Street and its
branches at Heswall and Thingwall, and at the Leasowe Open-Air
Hospital, and for convalescent and ambulant cases at Eccleston Hall
Sanatorium.

Operative treatment for adult cases is provided at the Royal
Southern Hospital, Liverpool. During the year two spinal bone grafts
were performed there on cases of tuberculous spinal caries. This
operation materially shortens for adults the long period of treatment,
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by immobilisation on a spinal frame, normally adopted for children in
whom the factors of time and economic pressure are a secondary
consideration,

Arrangements were made during the year with the Liverpool
Corporation for the treatmext of cases of lupus from St. Helens at the
newly-opened heliotherapy clinic at the Belmont Road Institution,
Liverpool. Two patients are at present undergoing Light Treatment
there with appreciable benefit.

For certain cases, however, the injection of hydnocarpus esters
was carried out at the Dispensary. Of the six patients treated,
three have shown considerable improvement. The process is rather
painful, and severe reactions may be encountered. 'This line of

treatment is still in an experimental stage.

At the Claughton Street Clinic, radio therapy was utilized in
34 cases of tuberculous adenitis and 5 cases of tuberculous skin
affections, the attendances totalling 420 in all. In addition 6 cases with
discharging sinuses made 310 attendances for special dressings by the
Tuberculosis Nurse.

During 1937, patients suffering from the following types of
disease received in-patient treatment at various institutions :—

Bones and Joints ... ... ... ... SRR S 24
Abdominal . 8
Other Organs S e el s —
Peripheral Glands

DENTAL TREATMENT.—In-patients at Eccleston Hall
Sanatorium are examined regularly by the dental surgeon, and minor |
treatments such as extractions, fillings, etc., are carried out and in
special cases dentures are supplied. There is no special scheme
for dealing with patients attending the Dispensary, but urgent cases
are from time to time referred to the dental surgeon for treatment.

During the year 61 patients were treated at Eccleston Hall
Sanatorium, and treatment was provided for 4 dispensary cases.
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Table 18.
Return showing the immediate results of treatment of definitely
tuberculous patients and of observation of doubtful cases discharged

from approved Residential Institutions during the year 1937.
| Duration of Residential Ireatment in the Institotion, | .

admissicn | Condition at time of Underd | 36 | &2 -Mnrnlhm Totals Grand
mﬂn: discharge months | months months | manths | Totals
& MF::hMF|chMFchMFm‘M.F,;ch.!
Quiswcent S0t arzy || af=]=i=[=|7[ 4| 4| 15
Class ———————_——_——_——_—
TB. Mot Quiescent . _i_'ll_!l'_:_l_l__|--_|_ Lj=j=—]
RN . " __J________'_._i____l
fDindmlmhluhm |'—'"'—.'—r——|—|—|~—r:—i—!-— i = =
Chomb ) o e oo o P e ] i | e oy
|;lr.s. Not Quiescent = -|—|-'—|—I-:—’,—|—!_:_|___!_
w | Disdinlnstioion .| — | = [=|=[=|=[=|=[=[=1=[=|=|=1=| =
Clss | Quiescent — == 1|=|=] 4j=|=1=1 1] 2|5 1]2| 8
oo (s ] (501 o, o [ 41 o] i o . A [
plas | Not Quiescent ... ... o=zl n|=1l=[=|=I=|=| ¢|2 |=]|
Died in Institution .| — | — — | — | —|— | — | — | —|=|—=|=|=|=|=| -
Class | Quiescent .. . Slelaimia= === s ==
I"=.=;|1.|.'3 Not Quiescent ... ... 3f3)—=| 4] 2\ =|3|=11|3]|2|=]|B]7|1]| 2
E% | D astiurion — | 2{—| 3; 1 |=| il=i=|1|=1—|5|3|—]| 8
= ; (ORI B T (B PR ST el rrvemal o MRS TR e Lo
T e e R T e O
T e e I S e e K M 7 P
Disdin Inatitwtion ...| = | = —|=1=|=|=|=| 1|=|=]=|=|=| 1| 1
Cuiescent ... .. —|———i—i— - | = 4—'——-—!— 4! 4
Abdome Not Quiescent .. ... — == === === === === =
= i el (Bt Gl e ool [feh el Pt ol e 2] P e
Died in Iostitutions ...| = | —|—=|=|=| = |=|=|=|=|=|=]|=|=|=] =
e B | o ot el e e
R e e e o el e 1 e e e e e e
Diedin Institution ... — | — |— | = |=|=|=|=|=|=|=|=|=|=|—]| =
Peri- | Quieseent ... ... ... —|—=|— — == —|—II—-4§— —|—||| |
Glands | Mot Quiescent ... ... — - === ||—|—!.— S
| Died in Institution —;———|—|——|—I— —I—;— = ==
| | | 1 | |
For Pulmonary For Mon-Pulmonary
Dy is on dischargs | roubosis T &
mnhimlm Totals
| Stayunder | Stayover | Stayunder | Stay over
| 4 weeks weeks | weeks 4 weeks
M.|F. Ch. |M.|F.|Ch |M.|F.[Ch |M.|F. |Ch |M.|F. Ch
Tubercalous ... . it et it sl Mo | v S| o | ] e L e |t i,
Mon-tuberculous SRR L = = | 3] 3] 8
Doubul e R AR EEES
77 7 R e (e 13 e W I o 5i—ga——.—|zi3 3| 9

ONARY Tum.!mls Patients luﬂmnﬂ from this disease are now divided into two classes, vie: Class
T.B. minus, which eomprises those patients in whose sputum tubercle hacilli have never been found @ Class T.B. plus
which comprises those cases in which tubercle I;wl:l“ligd\t at any time been found.

Clasa T_B. ia Turther sub-divided into three q:l‘vu-u : Erm | comprisce eatly eases whe will probably have their
disease arrested by a period of Sanatorium treatment. 3 includes ndvanced cases and cases with grave complica-
tions, e.4.. diabetes and teberculons of hry'nxnl'inl\u‘ti'rlc reurp 2 includes all capes of Class T.B. plus whoe cannot be
placed in groups | and 3.
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TABLE 19.
Institutional Treatment during the year 1937.
(a)—in Non-Poor Law Institutions.
In Admitted | Dischar Died in In
Institutions | during the = during the the Institutions
on Jan. | year year Institutions | on Dec. 31
Adult
Male s — : 4 2 | |
Number of doubt- I |
Adult
fully tuberculous - i = =
Cases uﬂmittgd for Females | 3 3 |
observation  Cpiien AR 9 =g
Total & | 12 14 .
Adult |
Males | 25 ‘ 43 30 ] | 22
Mumber of patients i ;
suffering from pul- |Adult |
maonary Females 17 21 19 3 16
tuberculosis ]
Children 4 | 5 Fi —_ A
Towl | 46 69 62 13 40
Adult
Mlales 5 | 5 4 | 5
Number of patients ==
suﬁefing from Adult
non-pulmonary Females i 1 — — ; 2
tuberculosis {
Children 18 B 10 I 1
Total 24 14 14 2 | 2
|
Gracel Mok} 7% % 50 16 I 65
|
(b)—in Poor Law Institutions.
in Admitted | Discharged = Died in In
Ir.nslilu.'is::u'uiI dul‘ing 1:|uri11g the Institutions
on Jan. 1 | the year the year  Institutions | on Dec. 31
Adult | '
Males | 4 4 2 2 4
MNumber of pat-
ients suffering Adult |
from pulmonary Females — 3 3 2 =
tuberculosis
admitted for Children | - | — — e o
treatment o
Total ! 4 9 5 4 4
Adult I
Males 2 [ | 2 | —
Number of pat- [ |
ients 5uF[cr;ng Adule
from non-pulmon-  Females — = — = , ==
ary tuberculosis i
admitted for Children —_ —_ — - | —_
treatment |
Total 2 1 2 1 : =
Girand Total fi 0 7 5 4
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INSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT. —Institutional treatment
or cases of tuberculosis in St. Helens is provided as follows :—

(a)—Eccleston Hall Sanatorium :—maintained by the St.
Helens Corporation. This institution contains 70 beds with accom-
modation for approximately 32 men, 18 women, and 20 children.

During the vear 100 patients were admitted, 84 were dis-
harged, and 18 died. The average length of stay of the patients
ho were discharged was 174 days, and of those who died, 137 days.
Of the 185 who died, 9 had been in the Sanatorium for less than
8 weeks.

Patients in all stages are admitted to this Sanatorium. Though
it is not a large institution it satisfies the major needs of the town in
dealing with the problem of tuberculosis. The advanced case which 1s
highly infectious is removed from home contact whilst at the same
me receives that skilled nursing attention which he requires. 'The
arly case is treated with rest such as never could be carried out at
ome, and at the same time 1s educated to adapt himself to the new
dmode of life necessitated by his altered circumstances. In addition
Yevery facility is available, if indicated, for more active forms of treat-
ment.

During the vear, 19 patients were undergoing collapse therapy
#in one form or another. Artificial pneumothorax refills totalled 367 ;
ithere were 5 inductions performed and 1 unsuccesstully attempted.
15 patients received courses of injections of gold salts administered
either intravenously or intramuscularly. All treatment 1s controlled
fin part by serial blood sedimentation tests, of which 235 were per-
iformed during the year.

The dangers of pregnancy, labour, and the puerperium in the
i tuberculous mother are well known. During the vear, the Maternity
#and Child Welfare Officer arranged for several cases of tuberculous
lfemales in the carly stages of pregnancy to be admitted to the
il Sanatorium and kept there under constant supervision until
ftransferred direct to the Maternity Hospital for confinement. The
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results were excellent in all cases, and, wherever possible, this method
of dealing with such cases will be adopted in future.

The Sanatorium school provides education for child inmates
able to attend, and bedside tuition 1s given to those medically fit
to benefit therefrom. The 35 children in the Sanatorium during
the year attended the school for an average of 102 days each. The
average daily attendance at the school was 15.

The waiting room for visitors at the entrance to the Sanatorium
grounds was completed early in the year and has added greatly to the

comfort of those visiting relatives and friends,

(b)—Four beds are reserved at the Liverpool Sanatorium,
Delamere, for early pulmonary cases.

(c)—Seven beds are reserved at the Leasowe Open-Air
Hospital for Children, for non-pulmonary cases.

(d)—0Occasional beds are taken as and when required for
special cases at various institutions.

In addition to the above, 60 beds are available and used as
required for pulmonary or non-pulmonary poor law cases at the
County Hospital, Whiston.

Table 18 shows the immediate results of treatment of patients
discharged from residential institutions during the year, and Table
19 shows the extent of institutional treatment provided.

VI.—VENEREAL DISEASES.

The arrangements for treatment and for the bacteriological
examinations of specimens, remained as in previous years.

An analysis of the work carried out, at or in connection with

the Venereal Diseases Centre, is shown in Table 20, and Table 21
shows the number of new cases each year since 1923,

!




Table 20. 45

Record of work carried out at or in connection with the
Venereal Diseases Centre during 1937.

Conditions |
| Soft Chanere | Gonorrhoea | other than | Totals

Venereal |

| M. | F. i'['»:atnls

Syphilis

—

M| F | M

I

M | F

umber of cases on lst |
anuary under treatment
Bibservation — . .| 3 | 0| — | — | 18
lumber of cases removed
0 the register durl [
ny previous year whi
- Pt:d dumf?th& year |

—

or the first time during the
par under report (ex-
clusive of cases under

. known to have :
ived treatment at other I
ntres for the same in-

Mok lems1,23andd_| 31 | 29 | = | — | 67 | 50 | 15 3?|il_15|!f31229

Number of cases dis-
8 charged after completion :
fof treatment and final |
d tests of cure (see ltem 13) | ] — —_ 24 7 15 29 | 40 3 77
i Number of cases which l
[fceased to attend before

i completion of treatment. | |1 ] — — 19 10 — —_ 20 20 49
MNumber of cases which |

to attend after com-

¥ pletion of treatment but

i be final tests of cure | — — —_ -— 9 8 — — o & 17
Num

lumber of cases trans-
| ferred to other centres or
il to institutions, or to care
| of private practitioners | | - — — i 2 = B 'l 2 9

of cases remain- '

e

| ing under treatment or

; observation on 3lst Dec- | !

btals of Items 5,6,7,8and| 31 | 29 | — | — | 67 | 50 | 15 | 37 |13 |16 | 229

il Number of cases of sy- Ir' l
il philis included in Item 6 |

il which failed to complete 2 S - e = - 2 - 2
| one course of treatment ... ' .

., Number of attendances— - i |
il (a) for individual atten- |
tion of the medical l

ufﬁue - 460 | 355 — — | 433 | 241 8 96 921 | 692 | 1613
(8) for intermediate

treatment, e.g., irm-
gation, dressing .| 20 —_ E — — jlid 1566 21 | 4 1786 |1570 | 3356

Worar Arrespances .. .| 480 |35 | — | — %m& 1807 | 49 | 100 (2707 [2262 | 4969
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Table 20—continued.

" Conditions
Syphilis | Soft Chancre | Gonorrhoea | other than Totals
Venereal
M. | F M. | F. M. F. | M. : F. M. | F
12, tients :
{a}'?nuu | numb:mf permnsl !
admitted for treatment .
during the vear — o= — _— = 9 b = o
ﬁr} ﬁgg':'cgnlc I'IlJTI'II.'ItI' u[
in-patient days * of |
treatment given — = — | — -— i1 — | = = H]
| and under | 5 and under | 15 years Totals
Under | vear| 5 years 15 vears and over
M. | F. M. F M. | F M. | F M. |
13. Mumber of cases of con- l | |
genital syphilis in [tem 3 !
above classified u:mrdmg i '
to age periods .. .. — | — | s 1| R | i I |
TABLE 21.
Number of Cases of Venereal Diseases dealt with for the
first time during the years 1923 to 1937.
| SYPHILIS | SoFT CHANCRE GONORRHOEA
| i
Year | Males | Fernales Males | Females Males Females
1923 T e [T T = 34 2
1924 jii TR — — 30 9
i
1925 14 = 29 | = 26 4
1926 36 40 2 - 33 9
1927 32 39 4 - 42 14
1928 F 44 2% 3 = 62 I
1929 | 2 2% 2 = 55 14
1930 I 52 | I —_ 40 |4
1931 b 13 - _ 22 |6
1932 3 I R 24 21
1933 D otk ) - = 32 18
1934 6 B | e 42 19
1935 i i — 4 21
1936 14 R = (1 33 15
1937 8 B — — 47 19
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IF'rom Table 21, it will be seen that during 1937 there was a
decrease in the number of cases of male syphilis, but an increase in the
number of casesof female syphilis coming under treatment for the first
time. This increase in female cases, however, was due to an in-
crease in the number of old cases in later stages of the disease and
cases of a congenital type. It may be assumed, therefore, that as
regards the occurrence of fresh cases of syphilitic infection the position
in the town 1s satisfactory.

The ever recurring problem of patients ceasing to attend the
clinic before satisfactory completion of treatment, was again to the
fore during the vear. It was found, however, on detailed analysis of
the records, that in practically every case these defaulters had received
enough treatment to render them presumably non-infective to the
community at large.

The number of new cases of gonorrhoea in both sexes showed
an increase on the previous year. Fortunately, these cases were of
an uncomplicated type and as regards the males, where the increase
was most striking, the results of treatment proved very successful.
The majority of male cases were subjected to a course of the new
drug, Sulphanilamide, concurrently with irrigation, on coming under
treatment. The results on the whole proved satisfactory. Several
cases, it is true, did not react to the drug and appeared to obtain
little or no additional benefit from the treatment. Yet in cases
showing a good response there was a sensational disappearance of
acute symptoms, followed by apparently uncomplicated recovery.
Caution must be observed, however, in the estimation of complete
recovery in these cases, and repeated final tests of cure are necessary
to eliminate any possibility of relapse.

VII.-SUMMARY (for reference) of Nursing Arrangements,
Hospitals, and other Institutions available
for the district.

HOME NURSING.—The St. Helens and District Nursing
Association, supported by voluntary contributions, maintain a
superintendent, two assistant superintendents, and twenty nurses to
attend non-infectious cases in their own homes. 3,239 cases were
nursed during the year, the total number of visits amounting to
157,651.



48

Arrangements are in operation for the Association to undertake
for the Corporation the home nursing of cases of puerperal fever and
puerperal pyrexia, and of certain infectious diseases in children under
5 years of age.

MIDWIVES.—Under the Domiciliary Midwifery Service
of the Corporation, 14 whole-time midwives and 1 supervisor are
now maintained by the Corporation, and their services as midwife or
maternity nurse are available for any mother wishing to be confined
in her own home. Applications for this Service are made direct to
the midwife concerned. Appropriate fees are charged in each case,
but the whole or part of the fee may be remitted in necessitous cases.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.—The following

clinics and treatment centres are provided by the Corporation :

(1).—Infant Welfare Clinics.—For children under 5 yvears of age.

(a) Town Hall Centre ...Monday and Thursday, 2 to 4 p.m,
For North and South Windle,
Hardshaw and Blackbrook districts.

(b)  Albion Street Centre .. Monday and Friday, 2 to 4 p.m.
For Eccleston, Newtown, Dentons
Green, Cowley Hill and Central
districts, '

(c)  Elizabeth Street Centre Tuesday, 2 to 4 p.m. For Sutton
district,

(d) Gartons Lane Centre .. Wednesday, 3 to 4 p.m. For
Marshalls Cross, Sutton Manor and
Clock Face districts.

(e)  West Street Centre .. ‘Thursday, 2 to 4 p.m. For Thatto
Heath district. ;

(f) Nunn Street Centre ... Wednesday, 2 to 4 p.m. For
Derbyshire Hill and Parr districts.
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Toddlers’ Clinics.—For the bi-annual survey of children
age 2 to 5 years.

(a)  Albion Street Centre ..."Tuesday, 2 to 4 p.m.

(b) Town Hall Centre ... 'Thursday, 10 to 11-30 a.m.

(¢) West Street Centre ...} Alternate Wednesdays, 10 to
(d) Nunn Street Centre }1 1-30 a.m,

(3).—Ante-natal Clinics.—For ante-natal cases only.
(a) Town Hall Centre . .Tuesday and Friday, 2 to 4 p.m,
(b)  Elizabeth Street Centre Thursday, 10 to 11 a.m.
(c) Gartons Lane Centre .Wednesday, 2 to 3 p.m.
(d) West Street Centre .. Monday, 2 to 4 p.m.
(¢) Nunn Street Centre ...Friday, 10 to 11 a.m.

(4).—Gynaecological and Post-natal Clinic.—For diseases or
disablements associated with child-bearing.
Town Hall Centre........ Tuesday, 10-3(} a.m. to 12 noon.

(5).—Test-feeding Clinic.—For nursing mothers.
Albion Street Centre—Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to
12 noon.

(6).—Sunlight Clinic.—For weakly and rachitic childrén,
Town Hall Centre—Monday and Friday, 9 to 11-0 a.m.

(7).—School Clinic, Claughton Street.—For treatment of minor
ailments, throat and nose defects, eyes, and dental defects and
the X-ray treatment of ringworm. Minor ailments and
dental defects are treated daily from 8-45a.m.to 5 p.m. (Satur-
days 8-45 a.m. to 12 noon), and other defects on special days.
The Dental Department is at Old Bank House. A scale of
income has been drawn up for recovery of cost of treatment
in non-necessitous cases.

District Clinics for the treatment of minor ailments are also
open for a few hours daily at Derbyshire Hill, Sutton,
Sutton Manor, Thatto Heath and Albion Street. After
school dental inspection, Dental Clinics are held at Sutton,
Sutton Manor and Thatto Heath for varying periods.
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(8).—School Inspection Clinics.—For schoolchildren, for con-
sultation or advice.
Town Hall Centre—Wednesday and Saturday, 9 to 11 a.m.

(9).—Tuberculosis Dispensary, Claughton Street.—Open Mon-
day from 3-30 to 5 p.m. (X-ray) and from 5-30 to 7 p.m,, .
Wednesday from 10 to 11-30 a.m., Thursday from 2-30 to .
4-30 p.m., and Friday from 10 to 11-30 a.m., and from 5-30
to 7 p.m. X-ray is available at all sessions, but Monday
(3-30 to 5 p.m.) is reserved solely for X-ray work.

(10).—Venereal Diseases Centre, Claughton Street.—Open for
males on Monday, 5-30 to 7 p.m., and for females, Wednes-
day, 5-30 to 7 p.m. The centre is also open daily from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Monday to Friday, and to 12 noon on
Saturday, for irrigation, advice and prophylactic treatment.

(11),—Orthopaedic Clinic.—At the Maternity and Child Welfare
Centre, Albion Street. Orthopaedic Surgeon attends on
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, from 2 to
4 p.m. Intermediate treatments are given by the ortho-
paedic nurse daily at Albion Street Clinic, and once weekly
at the Elizabeth Street, Gartons Lane, West Street and
Nunn Street Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

(12).—Immunisation Clinic.—For immunising children against
diphtheria. Tuesday and Wednesday at 2 p.m. at the
School Clinic, Claughton Street.

(13).—Aural Clinic,—The Ear, Nose and Throat Surgeon attends
fortnightly—Thursday, 11-0 a.m. to 12-0 noon.  Inter-
mediate treatments are given by the Nurse in charge of the
Aural Clinic, daily, from 1-15 to 5-0 p.m. at Claughton
Street Clinic.,

(14).—Speech Defect Class.—Held at the Windle Pilkington|
Infants’ School. Sessions are held each Tuesday and
Wednesday from 9-15 to 11-45 a.m., and each Friday
from 9-15 to 11-45 a.m. and 1-30 to 4-0 p.m.




HOSPITALS.—

Provided by the Council :—

(1)—Borough Isolation Hospital, Peasley Cross. For Infectious
Diseases (other than smallpox). Beds : 104, Resident staff :
matron and 27-28 nursing staff. Admissions and discharges
are under the control of the Medical Officer of Health, but
patients are treated by their own medical practitioners. The
Corporation provide specialist services in necessitous cases
when required.

(2)—Eccleston Hall Sanatorium. For Pulmonary and convalescent
or non-active Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. Total Beds :
70. Resident Staff : 1 medical officer, sister-in-charge
and 15 nursing staff. Non-resident female teacher. Ortho-
paedic Surgeon visits periodically and the Corporation Dental
Surgeon visits weekly., Cases are also admitted from the
Lancashire County Council area.

(3)—The St. Helens Maternity and Child Welfare Hospital, Cowley
Hill. For maternity cases and for ailing and debilitated
children. Beds : maternity, 20 ; ailing and debilitated
children, 32. Resident staff : 1 medical officer, matron, and
18 nursing staff. The Council’s Consultant Obstetrician
attends as and when required.

Subsidised by Council :—

4 {1)—Sankey Smallpox Hospital for cases of smallpox. St. Helens
pays an annual retaining fee to the Warrington Corporation
and the costs of treatment of any patient admitted from St.
Helens.

(2)—County Hospital, Whiston. Transferred from the Prescot
Board of Guardians to the Lancashire County Council under
the Local Government Act, 1929, Total Beds available
L7

There are 4 resident medical officers. The visiting con-
sultant staff comprises an ophthalmic surgeon, a dentist, an
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anaesthetist, an obstetrician, an ear, nose and throat surgeon, a
radiologist, a bone specialist and a general surgeon, and the medical
superintendent has authority to call in any other specialist or con-
sultant assistance 1f he wishes. The pathological work is carried out
at the County Mental Hospital, Rainhill. The hospital is used
mainly for the reception of Poor Law cases, but a number of private
cases are admitted, and the tendency is for the hospital to be used
more and more as a general hospital. By an arrangement with the
Lancashire County Council, all Poor Law cases from St. Helens are
admitted to this Institution.

(3)—An average of 8 beds is also retained at the Leasowe Open-Air
Hospital for Children and 4 at Delamere Sanatorium, and in-
patients are sent to other hospitals or institutions as required.

Other Hospitals.—The St. Helens Hospital.—Supported
partly by subscribers and partly by contributions. For all medical
and surgical non-infectious cases. Also 17 beds for maternity cases.
Total accommodation about 164 beds. Out-patient department for
Ophthalmic, Ear, Throat and Nose, Gynaecological cases, and
Massage and Sunlight cases.

The Providence Free Hospital—Accommodation for about
130 patients (general medical and surgical cases). This hospital
has also an out-patient department for ophthalmic, ear, throat
and nose, gynaecological cases, and massage and sunlight cases.

Ambulance facilities.—For infectious cases, two ambulances
are maintained by the Corporation at the Peasley Cross Isolation
Hospital. Both general hospitals maintain ambulances and these
are used as required. The Police also maintain an ambulance
for street accident cases.

VIIL.-—MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS.—Under the Notification
of Births Acts, 2,131 live births and 111 still-births were notified




during the year. For these, 2,033 notifications were received from
midwives and 209 from doctors. The total number of live births
registered as belonging to St. Helens for the year was 1,996 as com-
pared with 1,980 in 1936, and the birth rate for the year was 18.6
per 1,000 of the population as compared with 18.3 per 1,000 during
1936.

INFANT MORTALITY.—During 1937, 1,996 births were
registered for St. Helens, and the deaths of 175 infants under one
year of age occurred, giving an infant mortality rate of 87.7 per
1,000 births as compared with 56.1 for the previous year. Of
the 175 deaths under one vear, 171 were legitimate children and 4
illegitimate children, giving a legitimate infant mortality rate of 87.6
per 1,000 legitimate births and an illegitimate infant mortality rate of
93.0 per 1,000 illegitimate births. The infant mortality rate for
England and Wales was 58 per 1,000 births, and for the 125 County
Boroughs and Great Towns 62 per 1,000 births.

The principal causes of the deaths in 1937 were as follows :—

Congenital debility, malformation and

PEEEEAHTE DR s 98
Pneumonia ... A S v S b
Bronchitis and other respiratory diseases . . . 10
Whooping Cough and Measles ... 5
e ete e skl S R e
Other Digestive Diseases .. . R PP 2
Tuberculosia ... 2
Influenza. ... oioilinis 1
Marasmus ... 12
T Loriain [ e R SR e 3
Congenital Heart Disease..........c.mmmmn SR 1

4

(Other causes
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The following statement reviews the infant death rates per
1,000 births under the principal causes in the years 1932 to 1937,

Infant Mortality per 1,000 Births.
1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937

Congenital Debility, mal- B A
formation and prema- = ;
ture barth .. ... 4259 | 47.44 | 40.19 | 46.90 | 29.80 | 49.10

Pneumonia, Bronchitis and

other respiratory diseases 25.00 | 33.01 | 10.17 | 2222 | 11.62 | 19.54
Measles and Whooping -
Cough ... o — | 847 | 145 | 592 | 152 | 250
Diarrhoea, ete. ... e 1.4 567 | 291 | 740 455 | 4.01

Allibiot Dissades© = L 1435 | 2063 | 10065 | 1185 | 859 | 1253
The ages at which these deaths occurred during the past
five years are shown in the following statement :—

Infant Mortality per 1,000 Births.

1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937
Deaths under 1 day old ... ... { 14.44 | 1356 | 15.30 | 11.11 | 19.54
Deaths | to 7 daysold . 211547 | 1065 | 1530 | 1111 | 1603
Deaths 1 to 4 weeksold .. . 1 1547 | 11.62 | 14.8] 3.59 | 15.03
Total mortality under | month old,

i.e., neo-natal deaths .. ... 45.38 | 35.83 | 45.41 | 30.81 | 50.60
Deaths 4 weeks to 3 months old ... 19.03 | 7.20 | 13.82 505 1052
Deaths 3 to 6 months old . .. 1857 | 871 [ 1580 | 758 | 10,52
Daathi 6 to 12 monilic sl1 13249 11356 | 1924 | 1263 | 16.03

It will be seen that the infant mortality rate for St. Helens
during 1937 (87.7 per 1,000 births) showed a considerable increase

on that of the previous year (56.1 per 1,000 births) which was the |

lowest ever recorded for St. Helens. This increase was mainly due
to an increase in the number of deaths due to respiratorv diseases
and to congenital debility and prematurity. Those attributable to
respiratory diseases were associated with the severe influenzal epidemic
in the early months of the year. 'T'he increase in deaths due to con-
genital debility and prematurity resulted in an increase in the neo-
natal mortality, i.e., deaths under the age of one month. ‘These
neo-natal deaths are chiefly due to prematurity, and they stress the
need for early and continuous ante-natal care in order that, as far as
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possible, premature birth may be avoided. Premature birth is a
serious danger to the child, as it means that the baby is deprived of
the protection of intra-uterine life and 1s born into the world before
full development has taken place.

STILL-BIRTHS.—The number of still-births registered in
St. Helens during the year was 110.  Of these, 6 belonged to other
districts, so that the total number belonging to St. Helens was 104,
All the still-births occurring in the borough were notified under the
Notification of Births Acts.

The following statement shows the number of still-births
for St. Helens since 1928 compared with the number of live births,
and expressed as a percentage of the total live and still-births.

! | No. of Still-
Year by No. of | Total E“F”Eé‘r-‘g:f“ a

' Live Births. | Still-Births. ! i
198 | 2405 | 105 | 25010 418
1929 | 2259 107 2366 45.2
%0 | B8 | 108 2451 446
931 | 278 103 2281 452
032 | a0 | 104 | 2264 459
1933 | 1939 I' 121 . 2060 58.7
1934 2065 | e | 218l 53.2
1935 200 | 106 ) 2132 9.7
9% | 1980 | 82 2062 398
037 | 199 104 2100 495
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TABLE 22.
Maternal Mortality.

' | No. of women
| registered as
' dying from Maternal IvVlaternal
diseases and Mortality Mortality
MNo. of Live | accidents of | per 1,000 live | per 1,000 live
Year Births. pregnancy and births. and still-
child-birth. births.
1911 3247 10 3.08 —
1912 3137 6 1.91 —
1913 3199 9 2.81 —
1914 3357 . 17 5.06 —
1915 2966 16 5.39 —
1916 2599 9 3.46 —_
1917 2217 10 451 —
1918 2435 13 5.34 —
1919 2687 18 6.7 —
1920 3334 17 5.1 —
Average for
years — — 4.3 —
191 1/1920 _
1921 3059 15 49 —
1922 2813 I 3.9] ! =
1923 2615 3 1.14 —
1924 2628 17 6.47 —
1925 2630 14 5.32 —
1926 2561 5 11 . 4.29 —
1927 2359 ' 8 3.39 , -
1928 2405 I 4.57 —
1929 2259 13 5.75 —_
1930 2343 12 5.12 —
Average for l
years — - 4.5 —
192| /1930
1931 2178 % 3.21 3.07
1932 2160 9 4.17 3.97
1933 1939 I 3.67 5.34
1934 2065 | [ e irilletaiisg 5.04
1935 2026 : 5 | 247 2.35
1936 1980 ' 10 | 5.05 4.84
1937 1996 | 15 ‘l 7.51 7.14
Average for i
years - | i 450
I"5'3|f 937 '
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Special enquiries are made into all still-births that occur, and
from such enquiries into the 111 cases notified in St. Helens during
1937, the causes of still-birth in these cases would appear to be as
follows, viz. :—

Conpition IN MOTHER. ConpiTioN 18 CHILD.

Renal Diseases ... ... . B Premmbianty ool s 19
Accidental Haemorrhage 10  ProlapsedCord ... 8
Placenta Praevia ... 3  Breechdelivery ..o 7
Toxaemia of Pregnancy ... 9  Hydrocephaly.........oo. 7
Difhcult labour ... ... R . e R S
Injury during Pregnancy 7 Meningocele . |
Syphilis e o YA |
Cause not known ..o 13

64 47

MATERNAL DEATHS.—During 1937, 15 deaths (6 from
puerperal sepsis and 9 from other puerperal causes) were registered
as resulting frem diseases or accidents of pregnancy. The maternal
mortality for the year was, therefore, 7.14 per 1,000 live and still-
births. This is the highest maternal mortality rate recorded for
St. Helens since the present method of classification of these deaths
was instituted. It was also the second lughest amongst the county
boroughs in Lancashire during 1937. Table 22 shows the maternal
mortality since 1911.

As has been the custom for many vears, special enquiries are
made into all maternal deaths certified as such, and also into all deaths
in which, though not certified as due to puerperal causes, there is
reason to suspect that the deaths may be associated with such causes.
During 1937 it was found, however, that all deaths which might truly
be attributable to puerperal causes had been certified as such. The
true total number of maternal deaths occurring in St. Helens was,
therefore, that stated by the Registrar General, namely 15, and from
the special investigations carried out it was ascertained that the true
causes of death in these cases could be attributed to the following
conditions :—
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Puerperal Sepsis following abortion ...
Puerperal Sepsis following retained placenta
Puerperal Sepsis following Pyelitis......iccs
Placenta Praevia

BalamBit . it e e Lo
Pernicious ANAEmia ...
Pneumonia

Post-partum shock

Toxaemia of pregnancy

— e = DD el e e

1

L

From these figures it will be seen that 6 deaths were due to
puerperal sepsis, and in 4 of these 6 cases the sepsis followed abortion.
This points, very directly, to the danger of this method of termination
of pregnancy, a danger which apparently is not fully realized by the
general public. It points also to the need for further facilities for the
prompt and thorough treatment of abortion cases.

Those deaths due to placenta praevia, eclampsia and toxaemia
of pregnancy emphasize the need for consistently good maternity
services assoclated with ante-natal supervision.

A special report by the Medical Officer of Health on the
maternal mortality in St. Helens, and the maternity services provided
by the Council, is printed in the Appendix.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN MOTHERS & CHILDREN.,
Puerperal Fever and Puerperal Pyrexia.—During
the year 7 cases of puerperal fever and 29 cases of puerperal
pyrexia were notified, and 6 deaths were registered as being due to
puerperal sepsis.

Since 1st October, 1937, puerperal fever as such hasceased to be
notifiable, and all cases in which a rise of temperature occurs during
the 21 days following delivery are now notifiable under the term
‘‘ puerperal pyrexia.”
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The subsequent diagnoses of the 36 cases notified were :—

Puerperal Septicasmi .. ...comimmmisimmaimimg 9
Localised Pelvic Infection 17
|10 1 - R R B S S 0 2
Acute Mastitis . 2
Pneumonia 1
Pernicious Anaemia .. S |
Anaemia following Pﬂbl’. Partum H.iemnrrhage 1
Eclampsia .. k. o 1
Phlegmasia iﬂha DuIens 1
Influenza 1

36

Of the 9 cases of septicaemia notified, 4 followed abortion,
2 developed after normal delivery, 2 occurred after instrumental
delivery, and 1 followed manual removal of placenta. All these
patients were treated in hospital and 6 died. Of the 17 cases classified
as localised pelvic infection, 6 followed normal delivery, 4 occurred
after instrumental delivery and 3 followed abortion. 1 case was
due to absorption from a badly lacerated perineum, 1 followed manual
removal of a placenta, another was due to retention of a portion of
membrane and one following the operation of version during labour.
All recovered.

Beds are available for these cases of puerperal fever and
puerperal pyrexia at the Borough Isolation Hospital, and home
nursing may be arranged with the District Nursing Association.
During the year, 26 patients were treated in the Isolation Hospital,
6 at the St. Helens Hospital, 1 at the Providence Hospital, 1 at the
County Hospital, Whiston, and 2 were nursed at home by the District
Nursing Association. The services of the Consultant Obstetrician
were sought on 2 occasions.

It is hoped that early notification and prompt treatment by
methods based on recent discoveries regarding this dread com-
plication of midwifery, will in the future diminish the number of
fatalities from this cause.
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Ophthalmia Neonatorum.—8 cases were notified dur-
ing the year. 0 of these were treated at home under the Council’s
arrangements with the District Nursing Association, and 2 in the
St. Helens Hospital. All recovered with vision unimpaired.

Pemphigus.—3 cases of pemphigus neonatorum occurred in
2 midwives’ practices. All the cases were nursed at home by the
District Nursing Association. The midwives were suspended from

duty and their houses, clothing and instruments were disinfected,

Other Infectious Diseases.—'1'able 23 shows the number
of cases of infectious diseases which occurred in children under
5 years of age, and the deaths resulting therefrom.

Table 23.
Infectious diseases at ages (-1 and 1-3 wears.

| Under 1 year | I—5 years

i Cases | Deaths | Cases | Dheaths
oo o oo TR AT F T
Diphtheria .. .. .. __. T - il - - 92 | i
Measles e e S e 71 [ 590 |
Whooping Cough 103 4 525 =
Preumaonta 28 249 | (45} 12
Ervsipelas —

Acute Pulium}':.:]i!is :
Cerehro-Spinal Fever

e
gl

II‘
sl Ak

| 3

Dphthalmia MNeonatorum . .. _. . | f
s
............ | —

Home nursing and Hospital arrangements.,—By arrange-
ment with the 5t. Helens and District Nursing Association, home |
nursing of cases of whooping cough, measles, ophthalmia neonatorum
and pneumonia in children under 5 years of age, and of puerperal
tever and puerperal pyrexia cases, can be carried out by the district
nurses. Beds are available at the Isolation Hospital for cases
requiring hospital treatment. During the year the services of the
district nurses were asked for in 30 cases of measles, 6 cases of
ophthalmia neonatorum, 3 cases of pemphigus and 10 maternity
cases, and J cases of measles, 10 cases of whooping cough and 26 cases

of puerperal fever or puerperal pyrexia were admitted to the
Isolation Hospital.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF MIDWIVES.—

During the year 38 midwives, all holding the Certificate of the
Central Midwives’ Board, notified their intention to practise within
the borough.

In addition to the above, 10 midwives are employed at the
Council’s Maternity and Child Welfare Hospital, and 4 midwives
are employed in the maternity block of the St. Helens Hospital, and
the matrons of both these institutions are qualified midwives.
Notifications were also received in respect of all these.

Inspections of private midwives were carried out on
43 occasions by Medical Officers, and the Inspector of Midwives
paid 77 routine visits and 15 special visits for purposes of inspection
and supervision. Inspections of municipal midwives were also
carried out on 18 occasions by Medical Officers and the Supervisor
of Midwives paid 230 visits to various municipal midwives for
purposes of inspection and supervision.

During the year the private and municipal midwives attended

1,318 cases as midwives and were in attendance on 222 cases as
maternity nurses.

In their capacity as midwives they found it necessary to
call medical practitioners to their assistance on 437 occasions. The
reasons for sending and the number of occasions in which medical
assistance was required were as follows :—

Number of cases attended by midwives ... 1,318
Number and percentage in which medical assistance
R R e Y (33.1%)
Reasons for medical assistance :—
(a) For abortions and premature labours 40 ( 3.0%)
(b) For ante-natal illnesses ... 50 ( 3.8%)
(c) For difficult labour ... . 145 (11.0%)
(d) For suturing the perineum, &xpelilng
the placenta, excessive haemﬂrrhage,
etc. S U 1 S R
(e) For pnst _natal illnesses ... 36 ( 2.7%)
(f) For the child .. +5 + (RS ESE 52 ( 4.09%)
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During the financial year 1937-38, £634/5/6d. was paid to
medical practitioners for these services, and £165 /18 /6d. was recharged
to the patients. It should be noted, however, that bad debts and later
remissions of charges frequently reduce the amount actually received.

PROVISION OF MIDWIVES.—Following the passing of
the Midwives Act, 1936, a domicihary mudwifery service was in-
stituted by the Corporation on the 30th July, 1937. A special report
by the Medical Officer of Health on the provisions of the Midwives
Act, 1936, containing suggestions for giving effect to the Act in
St. Helens, is printed in the Appendix. With the exception of that
portion of the report dealing with the remission of fees, the report
was adopted by the Council, and forms the basis of the present
municipal midwifery service. It was found, however, that the
number of cases booking the municipal midwives did not warrant the
services of 16 whole-time midwives, and on 2 midwives resigning, their
places were not filled. 'The present staff, therefore, consists of
14 midwives and 1 supervisor. These 14 midwives are divided into 5
groups or districts, and patients are free to book any midwife in their
own district. The midwives have been supplied with telephones,
and the patients are notified, when booking, of the other midwives
resident in their area, so that there may be as little delay as possible in
obtaining the required services. The grouping of midwives also
permits of interchange of duties in case of an emergency. The
midwives are not allowed to book cases outside their own districts.
The supervisor is responsible for the general supervision of the
midwives’ work and for the administration of the scheme,

From the commencement of the scheme to the 31st December, |
348 cases were attended by these midwives.

As all the midwives appointed were local midwives, and as
there are still 17 midwives practising in a private capacity in St. Helens,
the full effect of the scheme is not yet apparent. There is no doubt,
however, that as the older midwives give up practice, and as in time
the mothers become better acquainted with the scheme, greater
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advantage will be taken of the municipal service. Time will be
required, however, before the service can be brought up to that state
of efhciency which is desirable.

It has been arranged that the fees charged for this service
shall be the same as those charged by private midwives, namely, for
service as a midwife, 35/- for a primupara and 30/- for a multipara,
and for service as a maternity nurse, 30/- and 25/- respectively,
The remission of the whole or part of these fees is allowed in
necessitous cases in accordance with a scale of income adopted by the
Council.

HEALTH VISITING.—The following statement shows the
visits paid by health visitors during the year.

To expectant mothers :—

{a) Bixstwsits ... .. 771

(b) Subsequent visits ... .. .. 1,409
To infants under one year :—

(a) First visits ... L

(b) Subsequent visits . . . 8,220
To children, aged one to five years e 18757

Total Visits ... e [ [[] 7

o et e

MATERNITY AND NURSING HOMES.—There are three
private maternity homes registered in St. Helens. ‘These have been
periodically inspected and found to be satisfactory. During the year
128 maternity cases were delivered in these homes.

Exemption from the provisions regarding registration was
granted to the St. Helens Hospital and the Providence Free Hospital.
In the maternity block of the St. Helens Hospital, 372 cases were
delivered.

CHILD WELFARE CLINICS.—Child welfare clinics for
children under 5 years of age are conducted at 11 sessions weekly
at six centres: The attendances at the various maternity and child
welfare clinics during 1937 are shown in Table 24.
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TABLE 24.

Attendances at Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics.

Child Welfare Clinics.

Ma. of children wheo attended for the first time
during the year and who, on the date of their
first attendance, were :—

(i) under | vear of age

(i) between the ages of | and 5 years . ..

Percentage of netified births represented by the
number of children who on the date of their
first attendance were under | year of age ..,

Mumber who attended and at the end of the year
wiere—
(i) under | year of age .
(it) between the ages of | and 5 }ears

Mo. of attendances by children—
(i) under | year of age __.
(i1) between the ages of | and 5 years

Test-feeding Clinic.

Mo. of nursing mothers who attended ... .

No. of attendances __

Ante-natal Clinics.
No. of expectant mothers who attended

Mo. of attendances |::!.r expectant mothers

Percentage of total notified births (live and sull)
represented by the number of expectant
mothers who attended either the Maternity
and Child Welfare Centres or the Ante-natal

Cltl'lil:ﬂ

Gynaecological and Post-natal Clinic.
No. of Mothers who attended L

MNo. of altendances .. .. . — — ...

Sunlight Clinic.

No. of Children who attended.. b S T L

Mo. of attendances .

1936 1937
1380 1434
1392 1396
6637 | 61.29
94 | 1333
2393 | 2638
12478 13015
439 | 4907
|

gk olicea

93 37
sy | Bz
6200 | 6307
58.11 58.97
288 330
617 | 716
114 152
1451 2355
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Previous to October, 1937, the last sessions each month of
the infant welfare clinics were devoted to toddlers, but during that
month weekly sessions of toddlers’ clinics were instituted at the Town
Hall and Albion Street centres, and fortnightly sessions at the West
Street and Parr centres, These toddlers’ clinics take the form of a
six-monthly pre-school medical examination by appointment. It is
hoped that these examinations during pre-school life, leading as they
do to the detection of many defects of a minor and easily remedied
character, such as decayed teeth, enlarged tonsils and adenoids, slight
otorrhoea and catarrhal conditions, will also mean that the child
commences school life in a healthier condition than it would if such
defects were allowed to persist until school age. During the year
811 toddlers attended these special clinics, and it is greatly to be desired
that the parents would realise the importance of these examinations
and bring their toddlers, even though they may appear to be in a
healthy condition.

TEST-FEEDING CLINIC.—During 1937, 33 mothers
attended this clinic. In 24 breast-feeding was continued, 3 were
given instructions regarding supplementary feeds, and 6 were advised
to wean.

The object of this clinic is to encourage breast-feeding, and
it is felt that more advantage should be taken of it so that unnecessary
weaning does not occur. It is generally acknowledged that breast-
feeding is the ideal method for babies, provided the breast milk 1s of
good quality and of sufficient quantity for the child. In many cases
artificial feeding is commenced too early because of some small
disability, either in the mother, or in the baby, and full lactation is
never fully established and the baby suffers needlessly from digestive
disorders. At the test-feeding clinic all the details of breast-feeding
are investigated, these small disabilities overcome, and weaning
avoided with very satisfactory results. It is not always necessary
for mothers to make several attendances for this purpose, as in the
majority of cases one attendance is sufficient for faults to be detected
and corrected.
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ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.—Special ante-natal clinics are
held six times weekly at five centres. In 58.97%, of the total notified §

(live and still) births during 1937, the mothers attended one or other
of these ante-natal clinics.

Among the 1,322 mothers attending, abnormalities or diseases
requiring correction or treatment were discovered in 320 cases
(24.29%,). Some of these defects, e.g., dental caries, dysuria, gingivitis
and scabies require very little treatment to effect a cure, but their-
existence during pregnancy does demand recognition and treatment,
as their removal means that a possible focus of infection during the
lying-in period has been avoided. Every year more mothers are
submitting to examination and treatment of defects, thus proving that
the propaganda concerning ante-natal care is having beneficial effect..

The following is a classification of the abnormal conditions

found :—
ADASIIAY bty (yonorrhoea e, ¢
Albuminuria ..., 42 RERE o
Dental Caries................ 94 Laryngitis and Glossitis 1
lencorrhoen .o i 1b Cystitis e
Malpresentation ... 25 Pyorthoea ...l
Varicose Veins ... 17 Femoral Hernia 1
Contracted Pelvis ... 14 Threatened Abortion 6
Cardiac Disease ....... 9 Suspected Phthisis 1
Debility v, 2 Prolapsed Uiterus) o ... Sl
Tuaberculasis oo 2 Eczema of Hands ... 1
Haemorrhoids ... 6 Cellulitis of Face ... 1
Rheumatism .o 150011 - R |
Mitral Stenosis ......c.... 13 —

Scabies

3
GANPIIAIE it b
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GYNAECOLOGICAL AND POST-NATAL CLINIC.—

15 Clinic serves a threefold purpose : (a) a centre where post-natal
ases may go for examination and advice ; (b) a clinic where women
bsuffering from any disease or disability associated with childbirth may
fobtain advice and treatment ; and (c¢) a centre where birth control
fadvice may be given when further pregnancies would be detrimental
o the mother’s health.

During 1937 a total of 330 patients attended at this chnic.
e following classification shows the reasons for attendance :—

Uterine Displacements 50 Alopecia 1
Anaemia or Debility ... 13 Carcinoma of cervix 1
Suspected Venereal (slobus Hystericus 1
TREEARRG s i Frequent miscarriages ... 1
Dysmenorrhoea ... 5 Cervical polypus ... gt
Haemorrhoids 4 Papilloma of Urethra 1
Menorrhagia ... 11 Siepittnta Ak nres. 1
Eeucorrthoea ... 11 Exopthalmos ... 2
Birth Control Adn:.e e S 1| Abscess of left mgumal
T e R S e S T | ghantl Sl s i s
Indigestion and oo b AL B |
Constipation ............. 2 Thyroid deﬁmenﬂ e 2
L R L e R 11 Visceroptosis ... 1
Cardiac disease .........c.. 2 5 U R R |
Uterine fibroids............ 1 —_
Suspected Phthisis 1 147
Menopausal symptoms 3 Post-Natal Cases .......... 183
Difficult micturition 1 —
Bforchifis o 1 330
Irregular menstruation 2 ——

Of the 147 patients who were not post-natal cases, 21 were
Ireferred to their own doctor for treatment and 7 were referred to the
i Consultant Gynaecologist. Advice on birth control methods were
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given to 11 patients, of whom 8 were suffering from renal disease
and 3 from severe cardiac disease. The cases of venereal disease,
tuberculcsis and pregnancy were referred to their appropriate clinics,
The remainder were given advice and minor treatments where
required.

Of the 183 mothers who attended for post-natal examination,
147 were found to have recovered completely after their confine-

ments, but 36 patients required treatment for the following con-
ditions :—

Slight retro-version of Suspected Syphilis ... 1

uterus e Leucorrhoea ..o 2
BAMBEPRIA oo i o (Gonorrhoea o 1
Slight prolapse of uterus 5 Sub-involution ... &
|1 ETT 0T T DR o e T B | Dental abscess ... 1
Haemorrhoids o ek —_—
Dental caries referred to 36

Ehnac e o g et i e

SUNLIGHT CLINIC.—Two sessions are held weekly at
the Artificial Sunlight Clinic, and during 1937, 152 children made
2,355 attendances. It is important that this treatment should be
regular and continuous in order that the best results from ultra-violet
irradiation may be obtained. The attendances during 1937 were
more satisfactory than in previous years. T'he most beneficial effects
were again recorded in children s.uﬁering from rickets, anaemia,
marasmus and debility.

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.—At the Council’s
Maternity and Child Welfare Hospital, Cowley Hill, there are 20 beds
for maternity cases and 32 cots for children.

During 1937 the maternity wards were all fully occupied.
Admissions during the year numbered 550, and as there were 14
patients remaining in hospital from the previous year, the total number
of maternity patients dealt with during 1937 was 564. The average
duration of stay of all patients in hospital was 12.5 days, but after
confinement patients are kept the full 14 days whenever possible.
Arrangements have been made that should the patient leave the
hospital less than 14 days after confinement she is immediately visited
by the Health Visitor.
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45 patients were admitted for ante-natal treatment for the
ollowing causes :—

Albuminuria ..o 21 3T ] e s o SR
Toxaemia of Pregnancy 3 B 107 - et s |
Severe Anaemia......... 6O ——a
Cardiac Disease T 45
Varicose Veins ... 3 ——

The number of deliveries during the year was 480 and the
ollowing abnormalities occurred :—

BUEOIMENITIE, e 0 Forceps delivery ......... 2
Bclampsia ......oocusmn 3 Phthisis ... 2
Breech delivery ... 23 Gonorrhoea 2
Induction of labour ... 11 Prclapsed Cord 1
Caesarean Section ... 11 S T |
Accidental Haemorrhage 6 Post-partum

Placenta Praevia Haemorrhage ...
Twin delivery Face presentation ... |1

Cardiac Disease
Retained Placenta
Episiotomy

W o 1 W
|
I
|

4 cases of puerperal pyrexia occurred during the year. The
subsequent diagnoses of these cases were puerperal septicaemia 1,
localised pelvic infection 2, and pyelitis 1. All these cases were
transferred to the Borough Isolation Hospital, and all recovered.

1 maternal death occurred at the hospital during the year,
the cause of death being Placenta Praevia.

There were 30 still-births, and 14 infants died within 10 days
of birth, the causes of death being :—

Prematurity due to Intra-Cranial
Albuminuria ........ 5 Haemorrhage ... 2
Prematurity due to Congenital Heart Disease 1
Placenta Praevia ... 3 e
Prematurity due to 14

Multiparity ... 3 —
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Owing to the continuous demand for admission to the maternity
beds at the hospital there is still an urgent need for the hospital to
possess its own ambulance. At present one of the ambulances kept
at the Isolation Hospital supplies the necessary transport.

102 children were admitted to the children’s wards, and as
23 children remained in hospital from the previous year, the total
number of children treated during 1937 was 125.

The following shows the reasons for admission :(—

TVEBIIEY | om0 PTG o . e
MALAEMIS ....cememermsmimmen e Pyloric Stenosis ... 1
Bickets o llnoionilinl 4 Congenital Heart Disease 1
(astrils oo L0 Tubercular Glands ... 1
Malnutrition ... B 117137 Teo | ot e e |
Bronchitis ... ... 5 For care while mother in

Argeinis, - oo ol 3 Maternity Ward ... 13
ConvulSions ... 1 —_
Congenital Syphilis ... 2 102

CONSULTANT SERVICES.—The services of a Con-
sultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist are available for any case
in which special difficulty is experienced. He acts as Consultant
Surgeon to the Council’s Maternity Hospital and to all the clinics, :
and, under the Council’s arrangements for the treatment of puerperal
fever and puerperal pyrexia, his services are available to medical
practitioners requiring specialist opinion in such cases.

The services of the Council’s other consultant officers, e.g.,
the Ophthalmic Surgeon, the Throat and Nose Surgeon, and the
Orthopaedic Surgeon, are also available and employed when required
for any cases under the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme.

MILE FOR MOTHERS AND INFANTS. At all the
clinies and centres full cream dried milk and chocolate milk are on
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sale at cost price, or are available at less than cost price for necessitous
cases. In exceptional cases orders on local tradesmen are given for
the supply of meat and/or eggs. Cases in receipt of relief from the
Public Assistance Committee or the Unemployment Assistance Board
are, when so requiring it, recommended to these authorities for the
supply of extra nourishment.

During the year approximately 385 cwts. of milk or chocolate-
milk were disposed of, and, of this, 543 lbs. were issued free and
38,422 lbs. at less than cost price.

Cod Liver Oil Emulsion, Malt and Oil, and Virol are also
provided at the centres at cost price or free in suitable cases.

STERILE MATERNITY OUTFITS.—These outfits may
be purchased at the ante-natal centres for 1/6d. each, and contain
sterile material for use at confinements. During 1937 the number

purchased was 370.

MATERNITY BAGS.—Maternity bags, containing sheets,
nightgowns, baby clothing &c., are also available on loan in cases of
necessity or where the mother has not been able to make any prepara-
tions for her confinement. Bags were loaned to 5 cases during the

year.

MINOR AILMENTS AND DENTAL DEFECTS.—During
the year, 17 children received treatment for minor ailments, and
251 mothers and 168 children received dental treatment at the School
Clinic. Mothers in need of dentures are supplied with these at cost
price. Arrangements have also been made for the supply of spectacles
to toddlers in necessitous cases when these are required for the treat-
ment of squint.

CRIPPLED CHILDREN.—A complete record of the work
of the Orthopaedic Clinic is given in Table 25 in the Orthopaedic
section of the Report.



From that Table it will be seen that under the Maternity
and Child Welfare Service 149 crippled children under 5 years of
age were dealt with. This involved 191 attendances to see the
Orthopaedic Surgeon, 681 attendances for intermediate treatment,
and 34 home visits by the nurse for purposes of supervision. Only
one case required hospital treatment—a case of rickets which was
admitted to the Maternity and Child Welfare Hospital.

INFANT LIFE PROTECTION.—Particulars are given in
the following statement of the cases dealt with during the year under
the Children and Young Persons Acts.

Number of persons on the Register who were
receiving children for reward at 31/12/1937 ... 9

Number of children—
(2) On the Register-at 1/1/1937 i M
(b) Admitted to the Register during the year ... 4

(c) Removed from the Register during the
year—

(1) Leftthe Borowgh .. 1
(1) Legally adapted, .- ¥ e
(iii) Returned to relatives ... B 1
(iv) Owver age ... 13y sacesd

en

(d) Who died during the year .. —
(e} On the Register at 31/12/1937 . 95

The children were inspected regularly throughout the year
by the health visitors, who are also infant protection visitors under
the Acts, and all were found to be well cared for and living under
satisfactory conditions.
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room, a condemned meat room and a guttery, in buildings separate
and distinct from the abattoir itself. There should also be a mess-
room and dressing-room with washing and lavatory accommodation
for the use of butchers, slaughtermen and attendants. In regard to
equipment, the improvement calling for most attention is the complete
overhaul and re-arrangement of all lifting tackle and overhead
runways with a view to economy of space and labour. Also the
present flagged floors should be replaced with floors constructed of
non-slip tiles or other suitable non-slip material, and the present
defective white glazed brick internal walls should be replaced with a
Mhard cement or terazzo wall lining.

To accomplish these and other improvements which might
be carried out, additional land will, however, be required, and it is
suggested that this could be accomplished by the purchase of at least
a portion of the adjoining Corporation yard which, it is understood,
will shortly be vacated. Further, if land were purchased for the
extension of the abattoir, it is suggested that further adjoining land
should also be purchased for use as a live-stock market. Suchland could
be adapted very readily for the purpose, and would be more con-
venient and give better accommodation than the present markets in
Parr Street and behind the Royal Raven Hotel in Church Street.

The inspection and supervision of all meat in the abattoir is
carried out by the Abattoir Superintendent, who is a qualified Meat
Inspector.

The butchers using the abattoir employ their own slaughter-
men, and these are licensed yearly under the Slaughter of Animals
Act, 1933. During the year licences were renewed to 31 slaughter-
men, and one additional licence was granted.

Electrical apparatus for the stunning of pigs was installed
during the year. All other animals are stunned by captive bolt pistols
before slaughter.

In addition to the Public Abattoir there is one private slaughter-
house in the borough. This is licensed for the slaughter of pigs only,
and the licence comes up for review yearly. Licences under the
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! Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, were renewed to the four slaughter-
dmen employed. During the year 254 visits for inspection purposes
were made to this slaughterhouse, and no infringements of the Bye-
laws with respect to Slaughterhouses or of the Public Health (Meat)
Regulations, 1924, were found.

Under Section 135 of the St. Helens Corporation Act, 1933,
it is necessary for any person (other than a shop-keeper) who sells meat
or meat food products from a vehicle, basket or barrow, to hold a
certificate from the Corporation approving the accommodation used
by him for storage purposes. ‘Three certificates of approval were
granted during the year, and these are the only certificates at present
in force,

Table 28 shows the number of animals killed and inspected,
and the number of carcases, or parts of carcases or organs, condemned
at the abattoir and the private slaughterhouse during 1937.

The inspection and supervision of other foodstuffs in the
borough, and of the premises in which they are prepared or sold, is
undertaken by a specialist Food Inspector.

At the end of the year, 188 premises were registered, under
Section 127 of the St. Helens Corporation Act, 1933, for the prepara-

tion or manufacture of potted, pressed, pickled, or preserved meat,
fish or other food intended for the purpose of sale. Of these, 162
were fried fish shops and 26 were used for the preparation or manu-

facture of cooked meats.

During 1937, 3,098 visits were made by Inspectors to shops,
stalls and other places where food is prepared or stored, as compared
with 3,379 visits during 1936. The following is a brief summary
of the work covered by these visits. Further details are given in the
appropriate sections of the Report.
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Mo. of i No. of MNo. of
nces nuisances nuisances
against ar or defects
Acts, defects remedied after
Premises. Visits | Orders, &. | found | service of notice
Private Slaughterhouses A | 254 —_ - —
Fried Fish shops IR ST | 239 — —_ =
I |1hmﬂnﬂﬂ"- ﬂnd Greengrocer! ...... | %? 36 g 9
Butchers shops ... .. .. ! | 06 15 2 2
lee Cream Premises = preill e RER e (i} | 33
Bakehouses  _. .. .. s | 159 |  — 21 | 2i
Tnpe Bailers, ete. et e | 78 e - | -_—
Food Preparing and Storing Places | 472 5 3 i 3

The following are the total quantities of various classes of °
foodstuffs which were condemned at the abattoir or in shops, etc, .
d uring the year, owing to being diseased or unsound :—

MEEat ....00 e e ... 18,548 Ibs.
Fish ... s | 1 s : 309
Poultry, Game and Rabblts ...... 86 ,,

Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924.—Eight in-
fringements of the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924, were found

during the year. The offences consisted of :—
No. o
Offences
1.  Walls and/or ceilings requiring c]cunsing and

whitewashing e R 5
2. Unsuitable receptacle for the storage of

trimmings and refuse ... .. .. __ o e
3. Sanitary convenience communicating dll‘ELt]}

with Toomes (v b, 2ok il Bntraial Bt S i oyl

In each instance the unsatisfactory condition was remedied
after service of notice.

Agricultural Produce (Grading and Marking) Act,
1928,—More use is now being made in St. Helens than formerly
of the special trade designations allowed by the above Act defining
the quality of agricultural produce, but there is still considerable|
scope for improvement in this direction.

There are no premises registered for the cold or chemical
storage of eggs. '




85

Merchandise Marks Act, 1926.—'T'he Orders in relation to
foodstuffs, which have been made under this Act, require that any
classes of foodstuffs to which they relate shall on importation, or on
exposure for sale, be clearly marked with an indication of origin,

1,573 wvisits were made during the year for the purpose of
ensuring that the requirements of these Orders were being complied
with, and on 51 occasions warnings were given regarding minor
infringements,

MILK SUPPLY.—At the close of the year there were regis-
tered under the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, and the
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926 :—

8 persons as cowkeepers and wholesale and retail purveyors
of milk ;
2 persons as cowkeepers and wholesale purveyors of milk ;
10 persons as cowkeepers and retail purveyors of milk ;
371 persons as purveyors of milk ; and
81 premises as cowsheds or dairies.

Approximately 345 cows are kept for dairy purposes within
the borough, and these were regularly inspected by the Veterinary
Inspector.

Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915.—Only 1
il infringement of this Act was found during the year, and this consisted
§ of selling milk from a vehicle and receptacle not conspicuously marked
with the name and address of the vendor. The offender was warned
by the Health Committee.

Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.—During the year a total of
649 visits were paid by the Sanitary Inspectors to the dairies and
cowsheds in the borough. In addition to these visits, all dairy
cattle are inspected quarterly and as occasion arises by the Veterinary
Inspector, and advisory visits are also paid to farms by the agricultural
staff of the Lancashire County Council.

Serious infringements of the Order are now few, and in no
Instance was it necessary to institute legal proceedings.
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Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936.—T'he follow-
ing licenses were granted under the Milk (Special Designations)
Order, 1936, during the year :—

License authorising the use of the special designation
“ Tuberculin Tested ™ in respect of the estab-
lishment at which the milk is produced and
bottled SR |

Licenses authorising the use of the special designation
*“ Accredited " in respect of the establishment at
which the milk is produced and bottled .. e T

Licenses authorising the use of the special designation
" Pasteurised " in respect of the establishment
in which the process of pasteurising is carried on,
and in respect of any shop or other establish-
ment from which the milk is sold ... g

License authorising the use of the special designation
“ Tuberculin Tested” from an establishment
(not being the establishment at which the milk
is produced and bottled) .. Ll vl 1

No fees are charged by the Council in respect of licences
granted under this Order.

Bacteriological Examination of Milk.—In the routine
examination of milk supplies, 135 samples were sent during the year for
examination for the presence of tubercle bacilli by guinea-pig inocula-
tion tests.

Deducting from the 135 samples 4 samples in respect of which
the guinea-pig died too soon for a definite diagnosis to be made,
positive evidence of tubercle bacilli was found in 5, or 3.8%,, of the
samples taken. This is considerably lower than the corresponding
percentage for the previous year (9.7%).

Table 29 shows the percentage of infected samples and thearea
of production of the samples examined during the past four years.
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In addition to the samples of milk taken for examination for

tubercle bacilli, 243 samples were also taken for examination for

bacterial count, coliform bacillus and for the methylene blue reduction

test.

The results of the examinations are shown in 'able 30.
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From that table it will be seen that all the 20 samples of
tuberculin tested milk not only satisfied the methylene blue reduction
test as required by the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, but
showed bacterial counts and bacillus coli content much lower than
that allowed previous to the adoption of the methylene blue test.
Of the 35 accredited milk samples, however, though all complied
with the methylene blue test as required, 3 (8.59;) of the samples
shewed bacterial counts over 200,000 and in 5 (14.29,) samples
bacillus coli was found in 1/100th millilitre or less.

In regard to the ungraded milks, it will be noted that there is a
distinct difference of cleanliness as between ungraded milk from
graded producers and ungraded milk from ordinary producers,
Of the 114 samples from graded producers, 4 (3.5%,) failed to satisfy
the methylene blue test, 8 (7.09,) contained bacteria in excess of
200,000 per millilitre, and 17 (14.99;) contained bacillus coli in
1/100th millilitre. Whilst in the 32 samples from ordinary producers,
1 (3.19;) failed to satisfy the methylene blue test, 5 (16.19%,) contained
bacteria in excess of 200,000 per millilitre and 11 (35.49%;) contained
bacillus coli in 1/100th millilitre. This points unerringly to the fact
that milk produced under a graded milk license, even though not sold
as graded milk, i1s of superior cleanliness to milk not produced under
such licenses.

Of the 42 samples of pasteurised milk, 2 (4.79%;) contained
bacteria in excess of 100,000 per millilitre and, therefore, failed to
comply with the standard set for such samples. 5 (11.99,) of the
samples also contained bacillus coli in 1/100th millilitre or less, but,
unfortunately, the bacillus coli content is not taken into account
in the standard set for pasteurised milk.

Examination of Milk for Dirt.—1 sample of milk was
submitted to the Public Analyst for examination for dirt, and was
found to contain 2 parts per 100,000. In addition, 150 samples
taken by the Department, in connection with the Better Milk Com-
petition, were examined by the sediment tester. 'I'he discs are
mounted and framed, and form a permanent record of the progress
made each year in clean milk production, and comparison of these
discs over a period of years shows the enormous improvement that
has taken place.
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Better Milk Competition.—The seventh 5t. Helens
Better Milk Competition commenced on September 1st, 1937, and will
extend over a period of twelve months until August 31st, 1938.

As in previous years the competition was open to accredited
milk producers and producers of non-graded milk. Similar producers
in the Lancashire County Area retailing milk in St. Helens were also
invited to compete.

With minor modifications, the rules governing the competition
were the same as in the previous year, and entries were received
from 11 Borough competitors and 11 competitors from the County.

As stated previously, these competitions are not now regarded
as educational, but their continuance is justified in that they maintain
the competitive spirit.

Milk-in-Schools Scheme.—Very strict supervision of milk
supplied to schools under the Milk-in-Schools Scheme is still being
maintained. The milk now supplied is either raw milk for which
the producers hold graded milk licenses, or milk for which pas-
teurisers’ licenses have been granted. In previous Annual Reports
I have given the conditions to be observed for the continuance of
approval of supplies to schools, and the system of sampling carried
out to ensure that the conditions are being complied with. These
conditions are now being revised in order to bring them into line with
the Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936. During the year
75 school departments were supplied with milk by 11 suppliers with
12 separate sources of supply.

The number of samples taken during 1937 was as follows :(—

(a) CHEMICAL ANALYSIS ... .. .. STCTR = e
These samples are . additional to the routine
samples taken under the Food and Drugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928, and the Gerber
method of analysis is used.

(b)  BacteEriaAL COUNT AND THE PRESENCE OF

Bacitrus Cory .o e % fon Tarah 127
(¢c) EXAMINATION FOR THE PRF.SI:Ncr OF '1 UBERCLE
BaciLrus s . R = = 449

If, upon examination, a samp]e nf rmlL 18 fnund to contain
evidence of tubercular mfectl-:m approval of the supply is immediately
withdrawn and arrangements are made by the Department for an
alternative supply to be provided. Approval is also withdrawn |
where two or three consecutive samples from a particular source
show excessive bacterial counts or coli content.

FOOD AND DRUGS (ADULTERATION) ACT, 1928,
etc.—Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928,—During the
year, 295 formal samples and 168 informal samples were taken for
analysis.
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The natures of the samples taken, with the results of ex-
amination by the Public Analyst, are shown in Table 31.
Table 31.
Number of samples taken under the Food and Drugs (Adulteration)
Act, 1928, during 1937, and the results of analysis by the Public
Analyst.

Mumber of | Mumber | Mumber
BETETE mmpl&ls taken. | genuine, | adulterated.
: Formal | Informal | Formal | Informal i Formal = Informal
Bicarbonate of Soda . 1 _ | = il e
Curdiﬂs Vi R ST 4 = 3 il _
Barley . el Doped g | o= =
g Sk ol L e N
Self-Raising Flour ... — 2 o 2 S =
Bhera e 5 ]l !’ } | — ; =
et . o | ® I8 8 | 12 i 1 &
Confectionery, etc. ... .| — 13 R 12 — i
Dried Fruits, Spices, ete. | 11 7 1 7 SR | e
Pripping —. - - - ! | e | | A . = S
ete. — e ) 3 |
Drugs, I e O A | I
B e e ] e | l — | I = 58
m and Jellies _ ; L ]I-‘ g : ;I' T =
]':J.cn:r:d Chesse ... . | 2 : 2 : i = %

i e sy p— T —_— —— e
Margarine .. .. .| 6 s Rt boal= -
Milk and Milk Products :- - | |

Butter .- . — | 3 I | b | ljli- e
ThgRB | i 3 5 [ — =
Condensed Milk 625 e o R S R - ‘ = =
Milk .. .. | 182 0 | i | 2 13 8
Fresh Cream Sa el 3 | = 3 | =
Mincemeat .. Tl L 3 LB =
Mint | - | = i -
Potted ml:' Tmn&d "I."[-bﬂt i | .

I'ld ESh L LD [{1] | 4 10 | 4 | . : )
Pudding Mixture .. d I 1 | [ SRR S
gﬂh':?ﬂ. e ? | _.;' | ? "-; | — | —_—

mpﬂ L Ee e | £ -— s | == | =ty
Suet . . —_ 1 — | e ; =
Sugar.... . 5 | | | | [ | I — | —
Sﬁwwts - i) 3 ! % l 3 | % = G
yrup - — | — | — | —
Tea e — | 4 -- 4 — —
Tinned Fruits, etc. . e 2 = | 2 o =
%rmlf i e, Ry "E i I | '_j : I | " ——

Wln&s n.nd spurlts —_ . i
Scotch WIllsll:E}' 4 — [ 3 - | -
Bum —| 3 = 2 e ] -
S T T e - I T 16
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In addition to the above, 327 informal samples of milk
supplied to schools under the Milk-in-Schools Scheme, or in con-
nection with the Better Milk Competition, were examined by means
of the Gerber Test in the Department’s own laboratory.

The appended statement shows the action taken in cases of
adulterated samples taken formally :—

(a) Legal proceedings instituted under the Food and Drugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928 :—

Sample Article. Adulteration and result of
Nao. proceedings.
4610 Milk 5%, added water.
Fined 10/- and costs.
553 Vinegar 169, deficient in Acetic Acid.
Fined £1/0/0 and costs.
629 Scotch Whisky 47.6  degrees under proof=19.4

parts by volume of added water.
Fined [£1/0/0 and costs.

630 Rum 41.2 degrees under proof=9.5 parts
by volume of added water.
Fined £1/0/0 and costs.

(b) No legal proceedings instituted, but in all cases the sellers were
warned by the Health Committee :—

Sample No. Aprticle. Adulteration.
285 Milk 7Y%, deficient in milk fat.
286 Milk 109, deficient in milk fat.
288 Milk 26%, deficient in milk fat.
291 Milk 89, deficient in milk fat.
301 Milk 39, deficient in milk fat.
302 Milk 39, deficient in milk fat.
303 Milk 109, deficient in milk fat.
347 Milk 7%, deficient in milk fat.
372 Milk 6%, deficient in milk fat.
412 Sterilized Milk 19, added water.

414 Sterilized Milk 3%, added water.

457 Ammoniated 209, deficient in ammuonia.
T'incture of Quinine

523 Milk 109, deficient in milk fat.

531 Milk 6%, deficient in milk fat.




93

In one instance a warning was given by the Health Committee
under Section 6 (3) (¢) of the Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act,
1928, for selling margarine in a paper wrapper which was not printed
on the outside with the word * Margarine ™ in capital block letters.

In March of this year an appeal by a confectioner convicted
and fined £1 at the local police court for selling a cream sandwich
which consisted of a fat other than milk fat, was heard before the
Appeals Committee of the Lancashire Quarter Sessions and was
allowed. The Council decided not to take the case further, but made
representations to the Ministry of Health that provision should be
made in the new Food and Drugs Bill for the prevention of the use of
the word * cream ™ in the description of any confectionery where
cream from the cow is not used.

It seems very desirable that legislation on this point should
be obtained, as there is no doubt that many people are grossly misled
as to the nature of the fillings in cream confectionery.

The Public Health (Condensed Milk) Regulations,
1923 and 1927.—No infringements of these Regulations were found
during the year.

The Public Health (Dried Milk) Regulations, 1923 and
1927.—No infringements of these Regulations were found during the
year,

Artificial Cream Act, 1929.—No premises are registered
under this Act in St. Helens and no infringements were found.

Ice Cream Premises.—Under the 5t. Helens Corpora-
tion Act, 1933, manufacturers and vendors of ice cream, and the
premises used by them, must be registered by the Local Authority,
who have power either to refuse or cancel registration.



The following are the particulars of registration at the end of
the year :—

Manufacturers and Vendors ... ... .. .. .. 35
Vendors only et e 75
Premises for manufacture and sale R L e
Premises for sale only .. LI D T L

A total of 323 visits of inspection were made during the year.

Much of the ice cream sold in St. Helens 1s distributed in
cartons and pre-packed wrappers which are stored in electric
refrigerators pending sale, and in many instances where the ice cream
is retailed from bulk it 1s sold direct from the refrigerator in which it
was made. In one instance the * mix ' is pasteurised before freezing.

In three instances, warnings were given by the Health Com-
mittee to persons for carrying on the business of manufacturing or
selling ice cream and using premises for these purposes without such
persons and premises being registered with the Corporation.

6 samples of ice cream were taken during the year for
bacteriological examination with the following results ;—

Sample  Bacteria Presence or absence of Coliform
No. per c.c. Bacillus in 1/100th ¢.c.
527  Uncountable Absent
528 Uncountable Present.

529  Uncountable Absent,
533 76,000 Absent.
534 960,000 Absent.
535  Uncountable Absent.

Despite the generally high standard of premises and equipment
in St, Helens, it is evident from these results that much work still
remains to be done in regard to hygienic production,
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Public Health (Preservatives in Food) Regulations.—All
samples submitted to the Public Analyst under the Food and Drugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928, are also examined for the presence of
preservatives. In no case was any infringement of the above regula-
tions found in 1937.

Fertilisers and Feeding Stuffs Act, 1926.—11 informal
samples of fertilisers and feeding stuffs were taken under the above
Act, during 1937, and all were found to be genuine.

No infringements of the Act in respect of labelling were found
during the year.

Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1933.—At the end of
the year there were 23 persons entered in the Local Authority’s
list of persons entitled to sell poisons included in Part 11 of the Poisons
List. The number of premises concerned was 51.

A total of 110 visits were paid to these premises during the
year. In one instance a warning was given by the Health Committee
to a vendor for selling a poison without being entered in the Local
Authority’s list.

BAKEHOUSES.—There are 93 bakehouses on the Register,

one of which is underground. Mechanical power is used in 32
instances.

159 wvisits of inspection were made during the year, and 22
sanitary defects were found and remedied.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS.—Tuberculosis Order,
1925,—During the year two notifications were received under the
Tuberculosis Order, 1925, of cattle within the Borough suspected
to be suffering from tuberculosis. The amimals were reported by
the owners concerned, and in both instances slaughter was carried
out by the Council at the Public Abattoir and evidence of tuberculosis
was found on post-mortem examination.

Particulars relative to the animals slaughtered, the form of the
suspected disease, and the classification of the stage of the disease
as revealed at the post-mortem examination, are given in the following
summary :—
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| Form of Huﬁpm:tcd Classification of the disease
Diescription | Diseaze, at post-mortem examination.
|
CowinMilk | Tuberculosis with chronic cough | Advanced.
do. | Giving tuberculous milk do.

Anthrax.—No case of Anthrax was reported during the year.

Swine Fever.—13 cases of suspected Swine Fever were
reported during the year. In no instance was the disease confirmed
by the Ministry of Agriculture.

Markets, Sales and Lairs Order of 1925.—There are two
markets for the sale of animals in St, Helens, One of these is situated
behind the Royal Raven Hotel, Church Street, and the other between
5 and 21 Parr Street. The former is now little used.

In each case the lairs used in connection with these markets
are licensed with the Local Authority.

XIV.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

WATER.—The water supply is from deep wells and bore-
holes in new red sandstone at Eccleston Hill, Whiston, Knowsley,
Kirkby, and Melling, supplemented by a supply from the Liverpool
Corporation Rivington Main, and water from red sandstone above
the coal measures at Collins Green. The water from the last
mentioned source i1s subjected to chlorination and high pressure
filtration before distribution.

During the year a 12" diameter water main was laid along
Eltonhead Road. This water main forms part of the trunk main
serving the Marshalls Cross, Clock Face and Sutton Manor areas.

The water is of a high degree of purity. That from the deep
wells and from Collins Green is hard, the average hardness being
22.6° and 27° respectively, and the hardness of both is reduced to
approximately 10.5° by softening processes before distribution.
The water from the Liverpool Corporation’s Rivington main is soft
and is blended with hard water before distribution, so that in its
ultimate distribution it also approximiates 10.5°
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RIVERS POLLUTION PREVENTION.—During the year,
ithe Lancashire County Council (Rivers Board and General Powers)
Bill was promoted upon the initiative of that Authority.

The main object of the Bill is to form one Rivers Pollution
Authority for the geographical County of Lancaster together with
dthose parts of adjacent Counties at present within the jurisdiction
of the Mersey and Irwell Joint Committee.

The formation of regional authorities has long been urged by
dthe Ministry of Health, and would be a distinct improvement on the
dpresent method of leaving the control of pollution to individual Local
Authorities. It cannot be disputed that the pollution of rivers and
dstreams can be more effectively dealt with by a regional authority
fexercising jurisdiction over rivers and their tributaries as a whole.

SEWERS AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL.—Though no
alterations have been made during the year to the methods of sewage
idisposal in the borough, further progress has been made by the
Borough Engineer’s Department in the collection of data for the
iproposed new sewage works and for the re-sewering of those areas
not at present adequately sewered.

With the completion in 1936 of the new sewage disposal
dplant for the Sutton Manor District, a long-standing complaint of
ithe pollution of one of the most important streams has been removed.
'The pollution of other water-courses, however, not only continues
but, owing to the number of houses being erected each year, becomes

easingly serious.

New sewers were constructed during the year for serving the
|Sutton Manor and Ramford Street Housing Sites, and sewer
extensions have been carried out in Bishop Road and Scholes Lane.
A section of sewer in Bridgewater Street has also been re-laid.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.—During the year 2
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estimated there are still 407 houses with privy middens and 83 houses |
with pail closets, but demolition or clearance orders are operative in
respect of 60 of these and, when complied with, a further 41 pail
closets and 19 privy middens will have been abolished. As the slum)
clearance programme proceeds, there will be a still further reduction
in the number of these closets. '

1
|

There are also 58 pail closets and 1 privy midden at various:
schools and works.

SCAVENGING.—The removal and disposal of house refuse
is carried out by the Borough Engineer’'s Department. There are
no refuse disposal works, all refuse being disposed of by tipping.

The following shows the percentage amount of refuse disposed
of on each tip at present in use :—

arte iy L L R e L D T 499
Sorogold Street ... L e e e 2080
Bentinck Street .. SNSRIV R R |
Union Bank Farm P W ke R
Strickland Street ... .. .. ol

During 1937, 327 ashpits were abolished and 435 galvanis
metal dustbins were provided, as compared with 275 and 201 re-
spectively for the previous year,

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA. A
number of visits paid by sanitary inspectors during the year was
36,565. 'The nature of these inspections is shown in Table 32,

Table 33 contains a list of the notices served and the results of sugh
notices.

¥

TABLE 32,

Number and nature of inspections during 1937.
Complaints of Nuisances.
Number of Complaints Investigated :—

|. Housing Defects . pegrl. T e 088
2. Choked and Defective Dr.umg ...... el R 305
3-. E.I‘nlkSIDII U'E Smkﬂ —-ntem, - —— L E— — I
4. Accumulations of Offensive Matter e ) gy i 22
5. Miscellaneous PRI RITELAGE T e W2 SR 211




able 32—Continued.
Inspections re Sanitation and Food
Dwelling Houses i
Ca
Houses-let-in-lodgings

Common yards, l:rai:ir.-mnds and pms-ages

Horse-manure middensteads

Fried Fish Shops LA

Fishmongers and Greengrocers
Shops .

lee Cream prtm.acs

Workplaces . .
Offensive Trades .
Private Slaughterhouses ...

F rng and Starlng Plu::s
blic Entertainment _.
'STcntﬁ] Vans ml:l Sheds ..

By Coloared Water
By Ele:mg Down

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops
Samples of Milk procured for :—
Chemical Analysis . A
Bacteriological Examination
E.tcttriul Content

Sedimen

Samples oF Other Food and Druga under the Food & Dr'ugs
(Adulteration) Act, 1928, ete. :

Samples of Fertilisers uril Feeding Stuffs

Samples of Sewage for Analysis

Sa f Wate red
ot Wy B
Smoke Observations

Visits to Glass Works (Straw Sterilization)

Enquiries re Brokers” Li
Visits to work in progrm (P. H ‘Acts, Housing Acts, Canver:wnh ete.) Eﬂ-ﬂﬁ?
Flock Acts -

ﬁ Act, 1934 =
R,m and Mice (Dmmmnn} Act
Pharmacy and Poisons Act :

Miscellaneous Visits
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TABLE 33. |
Number of defects for which notices were served during 1937, and results.
i | | Mumber
Pre- MNumber |l:ml;mnding
Subject of Motice liminary | Statutory | complied | at end of | Prog
MNotices | Notices with year cutio
wiring cleansing . . . | — - 1 | =
De ective drains .. . o A5 20 218 I —_
Insufficient surface water ﬂrﬂ!m::l: =i = — — o= —
Choked drains . . - 182 7 185 12 =
Insufficient closet accommodation : 3 - — 3 —
Abszence of proper sink Sl LR f | 65t 30 156 42 ==
Defective water closets . .. 163 37 140 38 -
Defective pail closets ... . . _. 5 - fr 3 =
Defective privy middens . . . — — -— 5 -
Delective gullies and d.ushslcmes ________ 93 15 83 i2 —_
Defective sink waste pipes —| 288 62 281 13 -
Defective W.C. cisterns and Ilushlng
ﬁthng's —= g e —2 — i?i[l 21 132 l6 —
Defective unnu]s i e AR —_ - — | —_
Defective soil pipes ... I1 | g 4 —
Sink waste pipes connected with drams - — - - -
Yards and passages unpaved . . . 3 - 4 10 —_
Defective yard paving .. el 93 307 Bl —
Dampness ansing from :—
Defectivereols . . . . _| 993 226 1040 22 —_
Defective eavesgutters... .. .. .| 68l 152 685 101 —
Defective downspouts . . | 409 7 405 62 —
Defective external pointing 1740 178 1705 120 —
Insufficient lighting of rooms ... | — — — - —
[nsufficient ventilation of rooms . | 440 118 392 (i =
Absence of ventilated foodstores . 34 — 51 (i} —
Unventilated foodstore ... .. . — —_ —_ — —_
Insufficient water supply . . . | —_ ] l —_
Defective manure nmensleads 4 — 3 (3] —
Dhwelling houses to be whitewashed 18 - 17 | —
Defective chimney flues . | 66 10 72 10 -
Dcfﬁ:uve ashpits or dusthins to he
o = & —_ 143 21 -
Defechv& nsi‘nplts to beabolahel - = 324 | 327 191 —
Galvanised Metal Dust Bins to be
provided A (W — 435 214 -
Absence of nslua ammnmu-&ahun ot 9 | 21 19 -
Defective window sash-frames a.ml
sashcords . . . | 1514 234 1481 99 —
Defective floors .. —. — _. _| 1075 191 1061 107 —_
Defective stairs . | 198 34 201 b —
Diefective internal plnster-wurl: — o] 970 210 1002 13 =
Defective fireplaces S e [ 115 624 123 —_
Defective washboilers . ... . . 270 52 279 4 —
Defective doors, cupboards, &. . .| 1013 101 0953 140 -
Defective gas pipes and fittings . 7 I 7 — —
ective water pipes and fittings. . 3 — 3 - =
Defective yard division walls 511 84 495 58 -
Dangerous and defective chimney stacks | 196 21 197 (& -
Fractured internal wnlls = 134 g 103 44 —_
Defective and bulging external walls .| 206 38 298 68 -
Filthy condition of premises .. 30 I 17 22 —
Accumulation of manure or offensive
T Ty ] e i e BT el 30 4 36 I8 -_
Keeping of animals, & . . __ [ — 6 r; -
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Table 33.—Continued.

To abate avercmwdmg of dwe'flmg
houses ... .. . bk =
Miscellaneous ... . . . . —| 72
traventions of —
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926 . 25
Milk (
Public
Regulations, 1923 and 1927 . |
Armificial Cream Act, 1929 . . _.
Public Health (Mmt} Regulutmns 1924
Merchandize Marks Act, 1926 .
Public Health (Preservatives, &c. in
Fund} R{:gu]atiuns .....................
Factory and Workshop Acts __
Contraventions of Bye-laws :—
Common Lodging Houses .
Houses-let-in-lodgings e e
ilents, vans. sheds . . — - .
Slaughterhouses ... . . ... .
Prevention of Nuisances :
Drainage of existing bulldmgs

E

34
51

63

I 1
|
I 1

ial Diesignations) Order, 193 i
ealth (Condensed Milk) '

Lol |
Pl
NRN
SR

&

=111l £I
1158 i

11111

:
=

2

=

14597 1921

|

Referred to other Departments.

Choked Street Gullies, &c., reported to Borough Engineer.........cccovveviiiiiiiiniiinnnen. 32
Waste of water reported to Water Department......ccoiimieianissmanimosiommemrmmsansns seasnsses 63
Dangerous structures reported to Borough Engineer ...ovvivvinirmmssinseserssssssenne 8
Escapes of Coal Gas reported to Gas Engineer ......ccovvecvmmminimmunmmeisiminiinssireesines 19
Choked Sewers reported to Borough Engineer  .ovvvvvieereenee T e T e e 8
Insufficient water supply reported to Water Engineer ..o i, 14
Unauthonised Erections reported to Borough Engineer ......ooociiiimiiiimiiiiiiinnnniennen 7
Choked Drains, etc. reported to Borough Engineer (Corporation property) ............ f
Unpaved Fassages reported to Borough Engineer  ....cooociiiiininninnnnnnmiinn, 3

During the year, 305 complaints of choked drains were made

the Department. Of this number, 190 drains were freed from
bstruction by members of the staff of the sanitary department, thus
bviating the necessity for serving notices upon the owners.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.—As in previous years observations

n atmospheric pollution were carried out with the deposit gauge
ituated in the yard of the School Clinic, Claughton Street. The
ollowing table has been compiled from the results obtained from this

uge.
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Table Showing the amount of Impurity Deposited
in Tons per Square Mile.
(Annual Total).
ST. HELENS.

Year Total Solids Sulphates Tar
1917-18 612 99 13
1918-19 533 109 15
1919-20 414 52 5
1920-21 371 59 4
1921-22 378 34 5
1922-23 378 38 6
1923-24 416 59 6
1924-25 382 56 o
1925-26 759 82 12
1926-27 572 70 7
1927-28 562 81 7
1928-29 564 61 0
1929-30 391 55 5
1930-31 355 40 O
1931-32 — 45 -
1932-33 379 38 8
1935-34 309 32 T
1934-35 431 30 9
1935-36 447 31 8
1936-37 450 24 9

From the above figures it will be seen that since 1929 there has
been an almost constant increase in the amount of tar deposited each |
year. This is probably attributable to the increasing number of
houses being erected, and it is to be regretted that more use is not:
being made of smokeless fuels. '

[ am of opinion, however, that the present deposit gauge does
not give an accurate indication of the extent of atmospheric pollution
in the borough, and would suggest that two additional gauges might
be provided at other suitable points. |

1
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One important development which occurred during the year
was the formation of a class in Smoke Abatement and Fuel Economy
at the Gamble Institute. 'This class commenced with 31 students
consisting of 15 boiler-house attendants, 6 turbine attendants,
4 chemists and 6 other students of varying occupations. The average
attendance was 60%,. Tt is hoped that the formation of these classes
will ultimately result in a diminution of the amount of black smoke
emitted from industrial chimneys.

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.—(a) Factories—110)
defects remediable under the Public Health Acts were reported by
H.M. Inspector of Factories, and these were remedied during the

year,
(b) Workshops—The number of workshops registered is

158, and Table 34 shows the classes of such workshops.

Table 34.
Registered workshops.

Workshops on the Register (5. 131) at the end of the year. Mumber.

Dressmakers and mantle making ... ... . .. . .. .
1o s b e VL LN U T B2 5N
Failop s St R e e s T

Hosiery Knitters ... S |
Joiners, builders, cahinet- rmakers and plumh-ers e

Blacksmiths, wheelwrights, coach builders and masons ... .
Weighing machine repairers ... G
OZDErs and hoot repairers R e L
Cwcle Makers . . . o e e i
i o ey e bl e e, S R A R
Herbal Brewers . o o o o e oy o e
Seltzogene charge maker .. .. . . .o : b
Eabymshimg CoseE R e
i e e R e T R R
loe Cream Makers — . — o e e R
Workshop Eavmdres: 0 o0 o 2 e

Tatal Number of Workshops on Register . __| 158

hrd =n gkl —
St b =t o~ i | S

(¢) Outworkers—No lists of outworkers were received from
employers during the year.

Table 35 gives particulars of the administrative action taken
under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.
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Table 35.
Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.
1.—Inspection of Factories, Workshops, and Workplaces, including
Inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or Inspectors of

Nuisances.
| MNumber of
Premises Inspections Written | Occupiers
ices Prosecuted
(N @ (3) (C)]
Factories (including Factory Laundries) . _ 226 13
Workshops (including Workshop Laundries) e 573 6 e
Workplaces (other than Outworkers' premises) = 11 -
Toah.. _| BI0 | 19 —

2.—Defects found in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

Number of Defects. |

i ' Number of

| | | offences in

Particulars. : Referred to = respect of
Found. Remedied. H.M. wh?ﬁ:c[’rme-
Inspector.  cutions were

| instituted.

) @ G) w | ®

Nufsances under the Public Health Acts—*

Want of cleanliness ... . 35 35 = i
Want of Ventilation .. .. .. ._ | —_ —_ —
Other nuisances.. ... .  _. | 1 - -_
Sanitary accommodation—
mealaet . . e 2 2 - -
unsuitable or defective . e 5 5 — L

not separate for sexes . __ = = — -

Offences under the Factory and Work-
shop Acte—

llegal occupation of underground

bake AR T T 2 - - = =

|

I

Totals . _ =1 4 43 = | -
|

* Including those specified in sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901,
as remediable under the Public Health Acts.
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3.—Outwork in unwholesome premises, Section 108—Nil.

PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS WHICH CAN BE
CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS OR REGULATIONS.—
Offensive Trades.—There are 6 offensive trades in the borough,
consisting of 4 tripe boilers, 1 gutscraper and 1 rag and bone dealer.

During the year 78 visits were paid to premises of this nature.

Tents, Vans, Sheds, Etc.—At the end of 1936, 42
caravans were known to be used for human habitation. Demolition
Orders were made during the vear in respect of 41 of these, but as
one of the caravans had not been in the same enclosure for a period of
more than two vears, similar action could not be taken regarding it.
It is hoped, however, to deal with this caravan in the near future.

Of the 41 caravans dealt with, 14 have since been demolished.

Houses-Let-In-Lodgings—Revised Byelaws for the con-
trol of Houses-let-in-Lodgings were confirmed by the Ministry
of Health on the 31st July, 1935, and came into operation on the
1st September, 1935.

During the past vear a number of these premises have been
demolished under slum clearance schemes, but so far as 1s known to
the department there are still 13 such premises in use.

A survey of these premises has recently been undertaken by
the department and is approaching completion.

The survey has revealed that a number do not comply with
the Byelaws, particularly in the following respects :—

(1) Absence of adequate washing accommodation.

(2) Absence of ventilated foodstores.

(3) Absence of adequate accommodation for preparing and
cooking food.

(4) Insufficient lighting of common staircases.

(5) Absence of handrails to staircases.

(6) Absence of sinks.
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(7) Closet accommodation, water supply, accommodation
for washing clothes and for the preparing and cooking
of food not readily accessible to each family.

When the survey has been completed, action will be taken
to enforce compliance with the Byelaws.

Common Lodging Houses.—The number of premises
registered as common lodging houses at the end of the year was 5.

Revised Byelaws for controlling commen lodging houses
were confirmed by the Minister of Health on the 22nd July, 1936,
and came into operation on the lst September, 1936.

All registered prémises were regularly inspected and 145 visits
were paid for this purpose.

Byelaws with respect to Nuisances.—These Byelaws, which
were obtained in 1930, deal with the prevention of nuisances arising
from snow, filth, dust, ashes, and rubbish, and for the prevention
of the keeping of animals on any premises so as to be injurious to
health.

The byelaws have proved very effective for the control of
pig-keeping. There were 39 persons in the borough known to be
engaged in the keeping of pigs at the end of the year.

OTHER SANITARY CONDITIONS.—Rats and Mice
Destruction Act, 1919.—The duties of Rat Officer under the Rats
and Mice Destruction Act, 1919, are now carried out by the Chief
Sanitary Inspector.

51 complaints of infestation of premises by rats were received
during the year. As in previous years it was found that the chief
cause of infestation was either defective drains or sewers in the
neighbourhood of the premises concerned. When these defects were
made good, no further complaints were received.

St. Helens appears to be in a favourable position in regard to
rat infestation, and for this reason no extensive propaganda, apart
from the display of posters and distribution of handbills, was carried
out during National Rat Week.
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Shops Act, 1934.—This Act, which came into operation
on 30th December, 1934, places upon the Sanitary Authority the
duty of enforcing the provisions of the Act relating to the ventilation
and temperature of shops and the provision of sanitary conveniences.

By arrangement with the Committee responsible for the general
administration of the Shops Acts, the Sanitary Department in
St. Helens is also taking responsibility for those provisions of the
Act relating to lighting, washing facilities and facilities for the taking
of meals.

A survey of all shop premises was commenced during 1937,
and one inspector now devotes the whole of his time to this work.
By the end of the year a number of the principal shop premises in
the borough had been visited, and the survey has revealed that many
of the shops do not comply with the requirements of the Act. Except
in cases of the more serious contraventions, it is not proposed to take
any formal action regarding these premises at present, but rather to
rely on co-operation by the shopkeepers to remedy the defects.

When plans are being submitted to the Health Committee
for the erection or alteration of shop premises, the attention of
architects or other persons concerned is drawn by means of a leaflet
to the new requirements.

Places of Public Entertainment.—68 visits were paid to
places of public entertainment during 1937. The condition of these
premises throughout the year was found to be generally satisfactory.

Canal Boats.—There is only one canal in St. Helens, viz.,
the St. Helens Canal, and this has not been used for traffic for a
number of years. An order authorising the abandonment of this
canal was made by the Ministry of Transpert on 2nd April, 1931,

Mortuary.—A public mortuary with post-mortem room is
maintained behind the Town Hall, and is under the supervision of
the Medical Officer of Health. During the year 34 bodies were
received into the mortuary, and 20 post-mortem examinations were
‘conducted.
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Arrangements for the Disposal of the Dead.—The
cemetery provided and maintained by the Local Authoiity 1s 44.22
acres in extent, of which 22.52 acres are still available for burial
purposes.  In addition there are 23.80 acres of land adjoining
which can be utilised for extension purposes.

There are private cemeteries still in use in connection with the
following churches :(—

St. Peter's, Parr; 5St. Nicholas’, Sutton; St. Thomas’,
Windsor Road ; 5t. Anne’s, Sutton ; and Windleshaw Abbey.

Swimming Baths.—Indoor swimming baths, situate in
Boundary Road, are maintained by the Corporation. There are
two plunge-baths, and the method of the purification of the water is
by means of continuous filtratton and chlorination.

It 1s considered by the Council that further facilities for
swimming should be provided, and a scheme has been prepared
for the construction of new baths in Jackson Street.

Three samples of water from the swimming baths at Boundary
Road were taken for bacteriological examination during 1937, and the
following are the results of the examinations :—
Bacteria per c.c.

33t C. 220 1F B. Coli.
Sample No. P. 24 () () Absent in 50 c.c.
Sample No. P. 25 33 960 Absent in 50 c.c.
Sample No. P. 26 () () Absent in 50 c.c.

These findings show the water to be commendably satisfactory

tor bathing purposes.

The Rag Flock Acts, 1911 & 1918.—No sample of rag
flock was taken during the year,

Sanitary Condition of Schools.—During 1937 there were
40 public elementary schools, with 79 departments, in the borough.

Conditions in council schools are on the whole good, all these
being of fairly recent construction. In some of the older schools,
however, pail closets are still in existence, whilst in others trough
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closets with automatic flushing cisterns are still being used. 1
would urge that wherever possible the remainder of the unsatisfactory
types of closets should be replaced.

XV.—HOUSING.
STATISTICS.—Of the 744 houses erected during 1937,
170 were erected by the Local Authority and 374 by private or com-
mercial enterprise.

Table 36 shows the number of dwelling-houses erected in

each ward since 1918,
Table 36.

The wards of the borough in which dwelling-houses have
been erected during the years mentioned.

North | South i . i
Eccles- | Eccles- MNarth | South | Hard- | East | West
Year | ton | ton | Central Windle Windle] shaw |S‘Lil'tun:5ui‘mn Parr | Total
ms | — | = = = —=| = = Sirle L g
1919 - 1 3|l = =l =| = =1 =1 ¢
1920 S s B R ST ) (RS U
1921 I T e e e — S
1922 = ot | e |t ] = || = = | = = | 5
1923 1 5 2 L e 2 = | 3w | = | #
1924 gl m] =l ol o= = 2| & 5 | 103
1925 i [P || e e ) e B [ 9 | 8| 15| 247
9% fsae il = e e | ol wlie | s | s
1927 3|18 | — | 15| 3| 68 | 160 | 14 | 56 | 648
1928 12 | 116 3 | 27| 5 2| | 13| 335 | 8w
1929 I e T S (S R e TR 5 | 185 | 4%
1930 24 livie o B o= || 53| A 3 | 54 | 363
1931 7| 6 | — | 52 I 5| 45| B 07| M
1932 | 49 | 77 | 0= || 2 | & | 232 3 | 673
1933 | 115 | 56 < (W | R 1 | 46 | 343
“194 | 41 | 43| — | 52 | —= | 20 | 100 13 | 74 | 343
1935 | 74 | 238 | 4 | 14 ol S Th il A R U
96 | 27 | 72| 24 | 144 2 | Az |k | 5s | 239 | 50
1937 | 8| 19% | 19 | 59 70 4 | 194 | 10z | 115 | 744
*Ward boundaries altered.

A statement as to the number of houses erected with and
without State assistance, together with a summary of the work of
the department in regard to housing, is given in Table 37.

Table 37,
Housing.
Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(a) Total (including numbers given separately under (b)) 744
(b) With State assistance under the Housing Acts :
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(i) By the Local Authority

(ii) By private or commercial enterprise ...
(c) Without State Assistance under the Housing Acts :

(1} By the Local BuENORIEY.... i

(ii) By private or commercial enterprise...........

l.—Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year :—

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health or

Housing Acts) . ke i
(b) Number of mspectmns made for the purpose....
(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 BRI
(b) Number of inspections made fnr the purpose
(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation. ST G
(4) Number of dwelling-houses {excluswe nf thﬂse
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitabion. o s

2.—Remedy of defects during the year without service of
formal notices :—
Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers.........

3.—Action under Statutory powers during the year :—
A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs...........

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered
fit after service of formal notices :—

(a) By owners ...
(b) By Local ﬁutharﬂ:}r in dafault uf

. 153

2313
22400

605

2318

457

1856

1682

nil.

nil.

nil.




B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied el B
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in Whl-’:h defects were

remedied after service of formal notices :—
(a) By owners ...
(b) By Local ﬁuthunty in default of

OWNErs. .

C.—Proceedings under ‘:it:t:tmns ll :md H ﬂf the Hﬂusmg
Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made.... =
(2) Number of dwelling-houses demollshed in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders. .

D.—Proceedings under Section 12 of the Hausmg Act
1936 :—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground

rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
made

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room hav:ing
been rendered fit .. PR

4 —Housing Act, 1936—Part I‘» Overcrnwdmg —

A. (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end

of the year .
(1) Number of famllms dwc!lmf_{ thtrcm S
(iii) Number of persons dwelling therein

B. Number of new cases of overcrowding
reported during the year ...
C. (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relle‘l.'ed

duEne e WEAE e :
(i1) Number of persons concerned in such cases
D. Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-
houses have again become overcrowded after
the Local Authority have taken steps for the

abatement of overcrowding ...

111

59

nil.

9y

18

nil.

2210
2502
17199
150

212
1635

nil.
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E. Any other particulars with respect to over-
crowding conditions upon which the Medical
Officer of Health may consider it desirable to
DEIIOEE & dap it i it it A BN nil.

SLUM CLEARANCE.—As will be seen from the f-::-]lnwmg
table, which records the department’s activities in regard to slum
clearance each vear since the passing of the Housing Act, 1930, the
number of houses dealt with during 1937 was considerably greater
than in any previous year :—

NUMBER OF CLEARANCE AREAS AND PREMISES REPRESENTED SINCE THE
PASSING OF TH'E HGUS]NG ACT, 1930.

— e —— ——————————

| Elestes i lndiveduali Total No. of
Year | Clearance | Clearance Unfit | Back-to-Back| Caravans | Wooden! Houses

| Areas Areas Houses | Houses Huts | Represented
931 | — = I - | = —
1932 3 39 == — - 39
1933 - = 43 — — — 43
1934 i 91 6 52 - - 149
1935 13 55 36 6 [ — 108
1936 7 | 194 37 20 - - 21
1937 4 | 345 : 22 12 | 41 37 457

Clearance Areas.—The following are the particulars of
the Clearance Areas dealt with during 1937 :—

Taylors Row Area.—Official Representation made on 6th
January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;

confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 6. The
properties included were Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 Taylors Row,

Parr Street (No. 3) Area.—Official Representation made on
6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;
confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 7. The
properties included were Nos. 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102 and 104,
Parr Street.
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Parr Street (No. 2) Area—Official Representation made
on 6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March,
1937 ; confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 5.
The properties included were Nos. 49, 51, 53, 55 and 59 Parr Street.

Milk Street Area.—Official Representation of this area,
which contained 10 houses, was made on the 6th January, 1937.
A Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of 2 houses and a Clearance
Order in respect of 1 house were made on the 3rd March, 1937,
No Order was made in respect of the remaining 7 houses,
the property being owned by the Corporation. The two Orders were
confirmed on the 3rd November, 1937. The properties included
were :—

Compulsory Purchase Order.—8 and 10 Milk Street.

Clearance Order.—26 Milk Street.

Corporation Property.—12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24
Milk Street.

Hoghton Road Area.—Ofhicial Representation made on
6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;
confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 6. The
properties included were Nos. 180, 182, 184, 186, 188 and 190
Hoghton Road.

Marshalls Cross Road Area.—Ofhicial Representation made
on 6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March,
1937 ; confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses
11. The properties included were Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 18,
20, 22 and 24 Marshalls Cross Road.

Canal Bank East Area.—Ofhcial Representation made on
6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;
confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 10,
The properties included were Nes. 1, 3,5, 7, 9, 11,13, 15, 17 and 19
Canal Bank East,

Robinson Street Area.—Official Representation made on
6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;



114

confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 2. The
properties included were Nos. 4 and 6 Robinson Street.

Woedlands Road Area—Official Representation made on
6th January, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 3rd March, 1937 ;
confirmed 3rd November, 1937. No. of dwelling-houses 5. The
properties included were Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 Varleys Cottages,
Woodlands Road.

Powder Street Area.—Official Representation made on 25th
May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937. Con-
firmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 3. The properties
included were Nos. 2, 4 and 6 Powder Street.

Higher Parr Street (No. 2) Area.—Ofhicial Representation
made on 25th May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July,
1937 ; confirmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling houses
6. The properties included were Nos. 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 Higher
Parr Street and No. 1 Flag Street.

Clock Face Road Area.—Ofhicial Representation made on
25th May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ;
confirmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 4. The
properties included were Nos. 1, 3, 5 and 7 Clock Face Road.

Watery Lane Area.—Official Representation made on 25th
May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ; con-
firmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 6. The properties
included were Nos. 19, 21, 23, 25, 27 and 29 Watery Lane.

Crab Street (No. 2) Area.—Official Representation made
on 25th May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ;
confirmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 5. The

properties included were Nos. 94, 96, 98, 100 and 102 Crab Street.

Albert Street Area.—Official Representation made on 25th
May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ; con-
firmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 8. The properties

included were Nos. 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 Albert Street, and 46, 48 and
50 Lord Street.
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Woodlands Road (No. 2) Area.—Official Representation
made on 25th May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July,
1937 ; confirmed 9th April, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 9,
The properties included were Nos. 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 37 Back,
and 39 Woodlands Road.

Newton Road (No. 3) Area.—Official Representation made
on 25th May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ;
confirmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 5. The
properties included were Nos. 328, 330, 332, 334 /336 and 338 Newton
Road.

Gerards Bridge Area—Official Representation made on 25th
May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ; confirmed
2lst March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 21. The properties
included were Nus. 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18 Lord Street ; 22, 24, 26,
23, 30, 32 and 34 Victoria Street; 5 Cowley Street; and 5, 7,
9, 11, 13, 15 and 17 Fern Street.

Fern Street Area.—Official Representation made on 25th
May, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ; con-
firmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 9.  The properties
included were Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14 Fern Street ; and Nos.
#and 6 Lord Street.

Fox Sitreet Area.—Ofhcial Representation made on 25th
Mav, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 30th July, 1937 ; con-
Armed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses 6. The properties
ncluded were Nos. 34, 36, 38, 40, 42 and 44 Fox Street.

Corporation Street Area.—Official Representation made on
t5th May, 1937, and Compulsory Purchase Order made on 30th
uly, 1937 ; confirmed 21st March, 1938. No. of dwelling-houses
. The properties included were Nos. 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52 and

4 Corporation Street.

Arthur Street Area.—Ofhcial Representation made on
i1st December, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 2nd February,
938 ; confirmation not yet received. No. of dwelling-houses 17.
Che properties included were Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 Waterloo
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Place ; 62, 64 and 66 Waterloo Street ; and 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30 and
32 Arthur Street.

Waterloo Street (No. 2) Area.—Official Representation made
on 21st December, 1937, and Clearance Order made on 2nd February,
1938 ; confirmation not yet received. No. of dwelling-houses 5.
The properties included were Nos. 10, 12, 14, 16 and 18, Waterloo
Street.

Central Ward (No. 1) Area.—Official Representation of
this area, which contained 172 dwelling-houses, was made on 2lst
December, 1937. A Compulsory Purchase Order in respect of
90 houses and a Clearance Order in respect of 80 houses were made
on 2nd February, 1938. No Order was made in respect of the
two remaining houses, the properties being owned by the Corporation.
A Compulsory Purchase Order has also been made in respect of other
land surrounded by or adjoining the area for the purpose of obtaining
a cleared site of convenient shape and dimensions. Confirmation of
these Orders has not yet been received. The properties included
were :—

Compulsory Purchase Order.—9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,

16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 38

34, 35, 36, 37 Front, 37 Back, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 49,

50, 51, 52, 53 and 57 Brook Street.

21, 23, 25, 27, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 and

43 Rigby Street.

48 Front, 48 Back, 50 Front, 50 Back, 52 Front, 52 Back, |

54 Front, 54 Back, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66 and 68 Water Street.

2.3 4.6,7 8 9 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 28
New Cross Street. '

11, 13, 32 and 34 Milk Street.

Clearance Order—7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 27,
28/26, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41 Front, 41}
Back, 42, 43, 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, 59 Back, 63, 65,; ;
67 and 69 Water Street. |
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36, 38, 40, 41, 43, 44 and 46 Waterloo Street.

1, 2, 3 Front, 3 Back, 4, 5 Front, 5 Back, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 12
Green Street,

58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71 and
72 Brook Street.

3 5, 7,9 11, 13, 15 and 17 Silver Street.

Deelling-houses owned by the Corporation.—1 and 5
New Cross Street,

Lands outside the Clearance Area.

All that plot of land situate in Righy Street, St. Helens,
at the corner of Brook Street, with the brick-built garages,
office premises and store place and brick-built water closet
structure erected thereon used as a motor haulage contractor’s
premises by Alice Aitken Rothwell.

All that plot of land situate in Rothwell’s Yard, Rigby
Street, St. Helens, together with the dwelling-house erected
thereon formerly occupied by Lily Lyon.

All that plot of land situate in Rigby Street, St. Helens,
with the brick-built buildings erected thereon and used by
Albert Alfred Brambley as a mineral water factory, pickle
manufactory, store place, bottle store, garage and boiler house.

All that piot of land situate in Righy Street, St. Helens,
known as Rothwell’s Yard and now or formerly used in
commaon by the occupiers of the motor haulage contractor’s
premises, the disused dwelling-house and the mineral water
factory and other premises all hereinbefore described in this
part of this Schedule.

All that plot of land situate at the corner of Brook Street
and Rigby Street, St. Helens, together with the brick-built
premises and the outbuildings erected on some part thereof
and numbered 47 in Brook Street aforesaid and formerly
used as licensed premises but now used as club premises by
the British Legion Brook Street Club, St. Helens, Limited.
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All that plot of land in Water Street, St. Helens, with
the two-storey brick building and the wooden erections
erected on some part thereof used as stable premises and store
place by James MecGill and situate between Nos. 42 and
43 Water Street, 5t. Helens.

Individual Unfit Houses.—Official Representations under
the Housing Act were also made regarding the following 99 in-
dividual premises. Demolition Orders were made in respect of
94 of these premises, and in 5 instances undertakings offered by
the owners not to use the premises for human habitation were accepted

by the Council :—

Date Date Demolition
Deseviprion of Daelling-house Represented Order made.
276, ML Lane.... ... oo o e o Of5f3T sfsfa7
278, Mill Lane.... : oo BfTf3T sfsfa7
White Corttage, Moss Bank Road 6/1/37 3fafa7
* Cottage”; Woodlands Road . o o TS 3f3f37

Caravan occupied by John Parr, situate
on land adjoining Beaufort Street
and the L.M.S. Railway Line W 6/1/37 31337

Caravan occupied by Robert Jones,
situate on land adjoining the
house nod. 55, Baxters Lane : 6/1/37 EVETER

Caravan occupied by Walter Turner,
situate on land attached to the
house nod. 81, Hoghton Road ... . 6f1f37 af3f37

Caravan occupied by Thomas Glyan,
known as Caravan No. 15, Fleet
Lane, situate on land at the rear
of 180 and 182, Fleet Lane .. R 6/1f37 31337

Caravan occupied by Thomas Sﬂrbl.lt[b_-.
known as Caravan No. 2, MNunn
Streer ... . 6/1/37 3f3/37

Caravan u':.-.upmd hy ](!hn Combcr,
known as Caravan No. B, Tickle
1y — ) TR T . 6f137 3f3f37

Caravan occupied by Henry Davies,
situate on land attached to the house
known as 56, Ashcroft Street .. ... 6f1f37 3/3f37

Caravan occupied by Ernest Davies,
situate on land at the rear of 143,
Parr Stocks Road J 6f1f37 3/3137

Caravan occupied by Edward E&ddun,
known as No. 1 Caravan, Back Fleet
Lane, situate on land at the rear of
60; Fleet Lane ... ... o o .. ElTf37 3/3/37




Descriprion of Davelling-house

Caravan occupied by Duncan Me-
Whirter, known as Caravan No. s,
Back Flest Lane, sitpare on land
at the rear of Fleet Lane and Gran-
ville Street ...

Caravan occupied by Lecrnard ]ﬂnes,
known as * The Cnrmmn, Sutton
Muoss .

Caravan occupied b'_qr j‘oseph Tw:.rc,
situate on land ar the rear of 52,
Lord Street

Caravan nccumed bv Wnllmm Fildes,
situate in the curtilage of No. 27,
Newton Road B

Caravan occupied by Thnmas Gannnn,
situate on land at the rear of 31,
Newton Road

Caravan occupied by E‘Imrles Flshwmk
situate on land at the junction ﬂf‘
Shaw Street and Hall Street

Caravan occupied by James Pierce,
situate on land adioining the house
nod. 108, Pocket Nook Street ..

Caravan known as Caravan No. 1,
occupied by James Stevenson, situate
on land attached ro Park House,
known as Webster’s Yard, off Park
Road i e S

Caravan nod. 2, occupied by Sarah
Ann Andrews, situate on land attached
to Park House, known as Webster's
Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 3, occupied h‘_l,r hlfn,d
Brown, situate on land attached
to Park House, known as Websrer's
Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 4, occupied by John
Mc(rivern, situate on land atrached
to Park House, known as Wehsrar's
Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 5, occupied by ]-ahn
Eden, situate on land attached to
Park House, known as Webster's
Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 6, occupied by Henry
Thomas Clark, situate on land
attached to Park House, known
as Webster's Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 7, occupied by Patrick
Lohan, situate on land attached to
Park House, known as Webster's
Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 8, occupied by Rnhert
Stockton, situate on land attached
to Park House, known as ‘Wehsters
Yard, off Park Road ... .. ..

Dare
Represented

6/1/37
6/1f37
6/1/37
6/1/37
6/1{37
6/1f37
6/1/37
6/1f37
6/1f37
6/1/37
6/1/37
6f1/37
6/1/37

6f1/37

6f1f37

Date Demolition
Order made.

3f3/37

3f3f37

slsf37

3/3f37

3/3f37

3/3f37

3/3f37

3f3/37

3/3/37

3/3f37

3f3/37

313137

3/3/37

3f3/37

3/3f37

11%
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Description of Dwelling-house

Caravan nod. ¢, occupied by William
Pheysey, situate on land attached
o Park House, known as Webster's
Yard, off Park Road G

Caravan nod. 10, u:,cupmd by Mary
Ann Fit?.gr:mlr;l situate on land
attached to Park House, known as
Webster’s Yard, off Park Road

Caravan nod. 11, occupied by George
‘Tinsley, situate on land attached to
Park House, known as Webster’s
Yard, off Park Road e

Caravan G-l'_‘{.‘llpIE.'d by John Harrison,
situate in Glover’s Yard, at the
rear of Hospital Farm, 61, Marshalls
Cross Road .

Caravan c:lr:cupmd by Ellzabeth
Chapman, situate in Glover’s Yard,
at the rear of Hospital Farm, 61,
Marshalls Cross Road

Caravan occupied by Rachel Bannnn,
situate in Glover's Yard, at the
rear of Hospital Farm, 61, Marsha]ls
Cross Road . 5

Caravan occupied by Henry Smr-:y-,.
situate in Glover’s Yard, at the rear

of Hospital Farm., 61, Marshalls
Cross Road

Caravan occupied by Sarah Carringron,
situate in Glover’s Yard, at the rear
of Hospital Farm, 61, Marshalls
Cross Road ... =

Caravan occupied by J&il;ms Harrison,
sitwate in Glover’s Yard, at the

rear of Hospital Farm, 61, Marshalls
Cross Road

Caravan occupied by Martha Ann
Swift, situate in Glover’s Yard,
ac rlu: rear of Hospital lurm, oI,
Marshalls Cross Road

Caravan occupied by Richard Rigb'.,
known as ““ Devonia Bungalow”,
situate in Glover's Yard, at the rr:ar

of Hospital Farm, 61, Marshalls Cross
Road

Caravan occupied by Thomas Glynn,
situate in Glover's Yard, at the
rear of Hospital Farm, 61, Marshalls
Cross Road

Caravan occupied by Edwin L.mmbb.,
sitnate on land adjoining the house
nod. 65, Hills Moss Road .

Date
Represented

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1f37

6/137

6f1f37

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1/37

6/1f37

6/1/37

Date Demolition
Order made

3/3/37

3/3/37

3/3/37

3/3/37

3/3/37

3/3/37

3f3/37

3/3/37

3f3/37

31337

313137

313137

3/3/37
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Date Date Demolition
Deseription of Duwelling-house Represemed Order made.
Wooden Hut occupied by George
Alfred Whittle, situate on land
attached to the house known as
56, Ashcroft Street ... ... ... .. 6f1f37 Undertaking not to use
the premises for human
habitation  accepted by
: Council on 3/3/37.
Wooden Hut known as 1 front, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 1, Jubits
T e e FECN e . .
Wooden Hut known as 1 back, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 2z, Jubits
Lane 6/1/37 3/3/37
Wooden Hut known as 2z front, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 3, Jubits
Lane 6/1/37 33137
Wooden Hut known as 2 back, Jubirts
Lane ; also known as Hut 4, Jubits
01— 6/1/37 3/3/37
Wooden Hut known as 3 front, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 5, Jubits
Lane ... s ; .
Wooden Hut known as 3 back, Jubirs
Lane ; also known as Hut 6, Jubits
Wooden Hut known as 4 front, Jubits
ime; also known as Hut 7, Jubits
ane ... .

Wooden Hut known as 4 back, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 8, Jubits
Lane o

Wooden Hut known as 5 front, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut g9, Jubits
Lane .. i

Wooden Hut known as 5 back, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 1o, Jubits
L R 6/1/37 33137

Wooden Hut known as 6 front, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hut 11, Jubits
Lane . ST e 6f1f37 3/3{37

Wooden Hur known as 6 back, Jubits
Lane ; also known as Hur 1z, Jubiis
Lane L i

Wooden Hut known as 20 front, Forest
Road ; also known as Hut 20, Forest
Road wigteasy - GERNYT 3/3/37

Wooden Hut known as 2o back, Forest
Road ; also known as Hut 20 back,
Forest Road : . o

Wooden Hut known as 22 front, Forest
Foad ; also known as Hut 22, Forest
Road Ui W Al e 6/1f37 3/3/37

6/1/37 3/3f37

6/1/37 3f3/37

6/1f37 3/3/37

6/1/37 3/3/37

6f1f37 3/3/37

6/1{37 3/3/37

6f1f37 3/3/37

6f1/37 3f3/37
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Date Date Demolition
Descriprion of Dwelling-house Represented Order made.

Wooden Hut known as 2z back, Forest
Road ; also known as Hut 22 back,
Forest Boad' o e cmsts b e BHIIET 3/3(37

Wooden Hut known as 24 front, Forest
Road ; also known as Hut 24, Forest
Road . 6/1/37 313137

Wooden Hut knml.l'n as 24 back Fn::resr

Road ; also known as Hut 24 back,

Forest Road ... .. 6/1/37 313137
Wooden Hut known as 15 tmnt, }:aresr

Boad ; also known as Hut 15, Forest

Road ... .. 6/1f37 313137
Wooden Hut known as 15 back Forest

Road ; also known as Hut 15 back,

Forest Road .. . 6f1/37 3/3f37
Wooden Hut known as 17 fmnt Furest

Road ; also known as Hut 1?, Forest

Road e 6/1/37 3l3f37
Wooden Hut It.nﬂ-Wn as 17 bcack, F(:lrf:ﬁ-[

Road ; also known as Hut I',r back,

Forest Road ... .. . 6/1/37 313137
Wooden Hur known as 19 fmm, l"'m'ES{

Road ; also known as Hur 1y, Forest

Road o 6/1f37 3/3/37
Wooden Hut known as 19 back, Fﬁl‘EEt

Road ; also known as Hut Ig back,

Forest Road . 6/1f37 3f3/37
Wooden Hut known as 21 fmnt Purcsl.

Road ; also known as Hut 21, Forest

Road 6/1f37 3l3/37
Wooden Hurt knnwn as 21 bac:k i-meat

Road ; also known as Hut 21 back,

Forest Road . : 6f1f37 3f3f37
Wooden Hur known as 23 fmnr, buresr

Road ; also known as Hut J._'-',, Forest

Road AU 6/1f37 3/3/37
Wooden Hut knuwn as 2.3 ha::k Fﬁrest

Road ; also known as Hut 33 back,

Forest Road .. .. .. 6f1f17 3/3/37
Wooden Hut known as 54 f:uut Mlltl:rn

Street ; also known as Hutr 54, Milton

Street .. 6/1/37 3/3/37
Wooden Hut Ir.nuwu as 54 bm.k f'tl.lltul'l

Street ; also known as Hur 54 back,

Milton Street ... ... 6/1/37 3/3f37
Wooden Hut known as 56 I'ront, Mﬂtun

Street 5 also known as Hut 5&, Milton

Street ... 6/1f37 3/3f37
Wooden Hut kl:lmtru as 56 hack, Mlltﬁn

Street ; also known as Hut 56 back,

Milton Street ... ... 6137 3f3/37




o ; Date Date Demolition
Description of Dwelling-house Represented Order made.

Wooden Hut known as 58 front, Milton

Street ; also known as Hut 58, Milton

Street . S 6/1/37 ifzfa7
Wooden Hut known as 58 back, Milton

Stgee: 5 also known as Hut 58 back,

Milton Street .. ¥ o o, SECLL N e T e 3f3l37
Wooden Hut occupied by Matthew Bate,

known asz “ The Bungalow™, Sutton

Moss : 6(1/37 3/3/37
Caravan occupied by John Jarvis, known

as Caravan No. 3, Back Fleet Lane,

situate on land at the rear of Fleet Lane

and Granville Street ... ... ... . 6/1/37 3/3137
Caravan occupied by Daniel Eden, known

as Caravan No. 1, Nunn Street . 6f1/37 3/3f37
¥, William Streer... ... ... oo . . 25050370

i Undertakings not to use
3, William Street . : 25/5/37\ the houses for human

48, Ormskirk Street . 25/5/37| habitation accepted by
50, Ormskirk Streer .  25/5/37) Council on 7/7/37.
1, Old Cricket Field, off Hoghton Road 25/5/37 71737

3, Old Crickert Field, off Hoghton Road ... 25/5/37 717137
Parr Cottage, Seath Avenue . . 25f5/37 717f37

I, Moss Cottage, off Hoghton Road 25fs/37 77137

2, Moss Cortage, off Hoghton Road . 2505137 717137

2, Flag Street : e e g 255037 717/37

4, Flag Street ; 25(5/37 717137

I, Old Double Locks Cottage 25/5/37 717137

2, Old Double Locks Cottage ... ... ... 25/5/37 717137
Cowley Cottage, Cowley Hill Lane 25/5/37 717137
237, Newton Road S 25/5f37 717137
52, Berrys Lane 25/5/37 717137
271, Watery Lane ... ... . . 25f5f37 77137
273, Watery Lane : - 25/5(37 717137

Caravan occupied by Thomas Goulding,
sitnate on land attached to and ar the
rear of zo1, Warery Lane i . - 2s/sf37 717137

Caravan occupied by Joseph Jones, situate
in Glover's Yard at the rear of Hospital
Farm, 61, Marshalls Cross Road 25f5f37 717137

Demolition Orders were also made during the year in respect
of the following five houses which were represented as unfit for
human habitation on the 21st December, 1934, and for which the




undertakings given by the owners to render the houses fit had not
been complied with :—

100 Front, Marshalls Cross Road.
4 Front, Merton Bank Road.
4 Back, Merton Bank Road.
6 Front, Merton Bank Road.
6 Back, Merton Bank Road.

Back-to-Back Houses.—Official Representations under the
Housing Act were also made regarding the following back-to-back
houses on the dates mentioned. Undertakings to convert the premises
into through houses were accepted by the Council in respect of
10 of the houses, and an undertaking not to use the houses for human
habitation was accepted in respect of the two remaining houses,

155, Dentons Green Lane ; ]
2 Back, Dentons Green Lane ; also known as » 6/1/37
2, Back Stone Cottage, Dentons Green Lane J

157, Dentons (GGreen Lane ;

4 Back, Dentons Green Lane ; also known as } 6/1/3
4, Back Stone Cottage, Dentons Green Lane

159, Dentons Green Lane : 1

6 Back, Dentons Green Lane ; also knownas » 6/1/37
6, Back Stone Cottage, Dentons Green Lane _J

161, Dentons Green Lane :

8 Back, Dentons Green Lane ; also known as } 6/1/3
3, Back Stone Cottage, Dentons Green Lane

179, Front City Road ; s
179, Back City Road }35 /5137
* 183, Front City Road ; _
* 183, Back City Road }'21 (337

* Undertakings not to use the houses for human habitation accepted
by the Council on 7/7/37.

Part of Building.—Official Representation under Section
12 of the Housing Act, 1936, was made regarding the following
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premises on the 6th January, 1937, and a Closing Order was made
by the Council on 3rd March, 1937 :
That part of the building occupied by Joseph William
Johnston, known as Hut 81, Hoghton Road ; also knewn
as No. 1 Bungalow, Hcghton Road, and comprising
the rooms used as sleeping rooms, living room and

scullery.

Future Activity.— With the completion of the work outlined
above, the Council’s five year programme of slum clearance will have
been completed and the greater proportion of the worst housing
conditions in St. Helens will have been removed. [ would point
out, however, that though many more houses have been dealt with
than estimated in the original programme, there still remains a con-
siderable number which fall below the general housing standard,
and it would appear that slum clearance will continue te be a normal

activity of the Department.

Re-Housing.—Table No. 38 shows the sites allocated to the
end of the vear for the re-housing of persons displaced or to be dis-
placed from premises dealt with under all slum clearance schemes

since their commencement in 1932,
These sites provide accommadation for 3,940 persons in 784

houses. From the commencement of re-housing to the end of the
year, 1,301 persons had been re-housed in 280 of these houses.

Provision of Furniture.—A scheme has now been prepared
by the Housing Committee which allows the purchase, by necessitous
persons displaced from slum clearance schemes, of furniture and other

household effects on easy payment terms.

OVERCROWDING.—During the year, 126 houses were
erected on the Grange Park Site for the relief of overcrowding. Of
this number, 86 houses were of the 3-bedroomed type to accommodate
6 persons, and 40 were of the 4-bedroomed type to accommodate

7 persons,



126

£
"HEC] Awnaasy Yipea mn. EﬁEEE AY) Ul PAEIBENS PATPURS S YIM SIURPIOIIT UL PAI2aIa u”_w._wm.__o _MM@M.muﬁH 1

61 WY O ‘BUISNO] Yy Aq UMOP PIF] PIEPUHS SY1 Y1 3XUVPIOII UI PARID SASNOH
[ VoL | s,
88 zL — AT _ 8 gl sl g Ziet 1wang piojuey
Z1z w | - g =t = [ SES (e - | = | sousyy uonng 4
05l | - — ORI z i 9 - NIy uspsIEly |
il 80c | ¥ ¥ 0l _ Zl 87 el Zl = = aug 2Bueicy L
oz ® | - —|v |z |o|mw | =]=| proy Aopssoi) }
|  suosisd | suosiad | suossad | suosiod | suosiad | suossad | sucsiad | uosiad |
it TR 9 ¢ g i |
patwooIpad- pawicospaq-f | powoospaqg | powoospaq-|
i 0 (i g | (1] Zl | Jeang podoing
0z 1 s 9 u 9 ouE sumupieog
ZEl 8T e == _ 0g 8 ANUIAYS SIS
0l s e = | z = - g By
9z¢ % s 8 | i 0 WG []PASYD)
war 09 = z _ i 4 9l I preoy uoiBulany
991 Ze | — 9 07 9 | Hooig meyspiey ,
suossad (Mol | suosig pattico1paq-p | pauooipagg | pawooipagg
2 N pasy | . UG Jo aureN
..,,u._.u___mﬂnﬂmﬁ po1032 3q 0] Jo paas sasnop jo sad] pue sisquiny |

8¢ dTdVL



127

DISINFESTATION OF PREMISES AND HOUSE-
HOLD EFFECTS.—During the year, 20 council houses were
reported by the Housing Department to be infested with bed bugs.
These were sprayed with a liquid insecticide and, where infestation
was serious, architraves, skirting boards and picture rails were removed
and separately treated prior to spraying.

162 other houses infested with bed bugs also came to the
notice of the sanitary staff during the vear. Of these, 136 were
houses which are the subject of clearance or demolition orders, and
no disinfestation of these premises was carried out. In the remaining
26 instances the tenants were advised as to the best methods of dis-
infestation, including the periodic fumigation of the rooms with
sulphur, and periodic advisory visits were paid by the sanitary staff
fand the premises kept under observation until free from infestation.

Where re-housing takes place from premises dealt with under
slum clearance schemes, the furniture and household effects are
subjected in all cases to fumigation by Hydrocyanic gas before removal
§into the new houses. This work i1s carried out by a private con-
#tractor. The bedding is subjected to steam disinfection at the
)} Council’s Isolation Hospital. The furniture and household effeets
i from 28 premises were disinfested by this means during the year.

XVIL.—-HEALTH EDUCATION.

, A special Health Week in St. Helens was arranged for the
# week March 8th—13th, 1937, and, as part of the week’s programme,
#a special Health and Hygiene Exhibition was held at the Town Hall,
l The Exhibition proved very successful, and great interest was taken
Jin the practical demonstrations of infant hygiene, clean food prepara-
tion, cookery, etc. Special hours were arranged each morning for
f parties of school-children who were conducted through the Ex-
U hibition by their teachers. A series of public lectures (afternoon and
il evening), were also given during the week in the Town Hall, and were
faddressed by recognised experts in each subject. The subjects

it covered included * Tuberculosis”, * Smoke Abatement”, ** Infant



128

Management”, * Milk"”, *“ Food and Fitness”, * Physical Education’,
etc. All lectures were accompanied by suitable films. Inaddition,
informal dinner-hour meetings were held at several local works.

Judging by the numbers attending the Exhibition and the
various activities during the week, the Health Week could be con-
sidered a distinct success, but my view remains, as in the past, that
greater benefits are obtained by holding these special Health Weeks
spasmodically rather than making them a regular feature.

During the year the British Social Hygiene Council made a
special visit to St. Helens and held a meeting, for young people, in
the Mayor’s reception room at the Town Hall. Though only
advertised a few days before the meeting by means of a loud-speaker
van, the response was so great that double the number attending
(250) could have been admitted if accommodation had been available.

Other health activities during the year included the use of
the 3 poster frames, taken over from the Empire Marketing Board,
for the display of posters arranged by the Central Council for Health
Education, the distribution of leaflets, booklets and posters issued
by the Health and Cleanliness Council, special propaganda during
National Rat Week, and the wusual distribution of leaflets,
throughout the year, from clinics, etc.

With the commencement of the National Health Campaign
in October, 1937, there was increased activity in the display of posters
and distribution of handbills, leaflets, etc. During each section of
the Campaign approximately 150 posters were displayed on outdoor
hoardings and nctice boards, and approximately 1,100 in clinics
hospitals, schools, works, shops and other premises, and on transport
vehicles.  Approximately 20,000 leaflets were distributed through
the schools, welfare centres, clubs, canteens, etc., and approximately
10,000 bookmarks through the public libraries. No special meetings
were held during the Campaign.
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APPENDIX 1.

Report by the Medical Officer of Health on Maternal Mortality
in St. Helens and the Maternity Services provided by the
Council.

(Submitted to the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee on
21st September, 1937).

Some months ago there was issued by the Ministry of Health
a “Reporton an Investigation into Maternal Mortality”, and following
that Report the Ministry issued a Circular Letter (Circular 1622
fidated 7th May, 1937) drawing attention to the more important
recommendations contained in it.

As the Committee know, considerable attention has been
il paid to this matter in recent years, and the Committee will remember
if that consequent on the issue of previous Circulars by the Ministry,
I made special reports to this Committee in 1931 and again in 1934
don the Maternal Mortality in St. Helens and on the Council’s
§ Maternity Service, with special reference to the question of expansion
§ and improvements that might be carried out,

My previous reports showed, 1 think, that though maternal
i mortality in St. Helens in any particular year might look excessive,
| it was, when taken over a period of years, not unduly high when
i compared with that of England and Wales as a whole. I have
{ attached to this report a Table showing a comparison since 1911.
4 As shown in that Table, yearly variations are sometimes considerable
in St. Helens, but this is to be expected as the number of cases on
i} which the yearly death rate is calculated is small, and small increases
i and decreases in the number of deaths in any one year are reflected
il by an appreciable variation in the death rate. When the average is
il taken over periods of 10 years, the rate in St. Helens is not very much
higher than that for England and Wales as a whole. In the Report
4 recently issued by the Ministry, tables are given showing that the rate
§ in 5t. Helens over the 10 year period 1924-33 was 14.59, higher than
il that for England and Wales as a whole. For the whole of Lancashire
the corresponding percentage increase was 14.39,. It is also in-
1 structive to note from that Report that during the 8 years 1926-33,
if Total Abortions were excluded from the Maternal Mortality, the
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rate for St. Helens was only 7.0%; higher than that for England and
Wales during the same period and with the same exclusion.

The present Circular from the Ministry covers much of the
old ground, and I think that as my previous Reports went into con-
siderable detail, I need only touch shortly on some of the points now
mentioned. For example, in regard to ante-natal clinics, post-natal
clinics, provision of extra nourishment, dental treatment, treatment
of puerperal fever cases, education of the mother, etc., I think I have
shown in previous Reports that the present services comply with all
the Ministry’s suggestions and with additions and amendments made
since my previous Reports may, I think, be considered adequate and
satisfactory.

In regard to hospital accommodation the Committee will
remember that the accommodation provided at their own Maternity
Hospital was increased from 15 to 20 beds in 1936, and there are
also 15 beds at the St. Helens Hospital. Despite the increased
tendency for confinements in hospital, I think that number of beds
should be sufficient, especially in view of the falling number of births.
I think, however, some special arrangements should be made whereby
more accommodation might be available for cases of abortion. At
present only a very small proportion of these receive treatment in
hospital. In view of the serious consequences which may follow this
condition, I think the question of making special provision for them
might be gone into in the near future. 'The recent Report on the
special investigation already referred to shows that approximately
149, of all puerperal deaths are due to this cause.

In regard to Consultant Services, the Ministry again stress
the importance of the availability of these services even to the extent
of suggesting special consultant ante-natal and post-natal clinics.
I do not think these are necessary in St. Helens as there is never any
difhiculty in arranging for the Corporation’s consultant obstetrician
to see cases as and when required. The necessity of adequate
consultant services in connection with hospital accommodation is also
referred to ; here again I think the arrangements in St. Helens
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are adequate. It is also again suggested that consultant services
should be available for domiciliary cases. As pointed out in my
Report in 1934 I do not think this is practicable in St. Helens, the
chief difficulty being that there is no local consultant obstetrician.
In my view, if a case is serious enough to require a consultant to be
brought from Liverpool it is better in hospital, and, with the amount
of accommodation available, there should be no difficulty in obtaining
admission to hospital and obtaining the services of the consultant
attached to the hospital. In the special Report of Investigation,
however, it is suggested that in some very serious cases patients
may be too ill to be removed to hospital, and the suggestion is made
that * emergency units”’ consisting of a consultant and nursing
staff with all the necessary equipment for dealing with emergencies,
should be available for attendances at short notice in the patients’
own homes. I do not advise this in St. Helens. It seems to me that
with the eflicient ambulance service available there is less danger in
removing even the most serious cases to hospital than in trying to
carry out adequate treatment in the average working class house.

In regard to medical practitioners called in by midwives in
cases of emergency under the Rules of the Central Midwives Board,
attention is drawn in the Report of Investigation to the desirability
of ensuring that ** the best local obstetric skill is available in all cases”,
This is a peint over which the Local Authority have no control at
present. Under the Rules of the Central Midwives Board, midwives
must send for the doctor requested by the patient, though it is
admitted that not all general practitioners have the same skill or
interest in dealing with maternity cases. T'o overcome this difficulty
it might be possible to agree with the local medical profession that only
certain doctors would undertake this work. I am strongly in favour
of such an arrangement, but am doubtful whether it is practicable
unless the rules of the Central Midwives Board are altered, and I
have no knowledge regarding that point at present. If the Com-
mittee agree with me as to the desirability of restricting the calls only
to doctors on specially approved lists, I will consult the local medical
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profession as to the possibility of drawing up such a list. Even with
such a list, however, the patient will, until the Rules of the Central
Midwives Board are altered, be entitled to any doctor she chooses.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

ENGLAMD AND WALES ST. HELENS
| Rates per 1,000 live Births Rates per 1,000 live Births
| | Other | Total | Other Total
Year Puerperal ! Puerperal | Puerperal Puerperal | Puerperal Puerperal
Sepsis Causes | Mortality is | Causes | Mortality

1911 1.43 2.4 3.87 1.23 | 1.85 | 3.08
1912 .39 2.39 I 3.98 .64 1.27 , 1.91
1913 1.26 R 3% =, B S )
1914 1.35 2.62 4.17 238 | 2.68 5.06
1915 1.47 2.7 418 1.01 | 4.38 5.39
1916 .38 7 I e 038 |, -3:08 3.46
1917 I.31 2.58 3.59 0.9 | 3.6l 4.51
1918 1.28 2.51 3.9 2.05 | 3200 | 5
1919 .67 2.70 4.37 2.98 | 3.72 ! f.7
1920 1.5l 2.52 4.33 .8 ! 33 | -5
Average i

for |

ears ,
191120 1.46 2.61 4.07 Ii-3 3.0 | 43
1921 R ] (A 3.92 1.9% 2.94 4.9
1922 i 1.39 2.4 3.8] 1.42 2.49 3.9
1923 1.30 2.52 3.82 .38 0.76 1.14
924 | 1.9 2.51 3.90 1.9 4.57 6.47
1925 | l. 56 2.52 4.08 2.66 2.66 5.32
1926 |.60 2.52 4.12 1.95 2.34 4.29
1927 1.57 2.54 4.11 2.54 0.85 3.39
1928 1.79 2.63 4.42 |.66 2.91 4.57
1929 |.80 2.53 4.33 3.1 2o | 5l
1930 1.92 2.48 4.40 2.13 2.9 5.12
Average

for

Vears
1921,30 1.57 a2 4.00 1.97 Sl 4.3
1931 .66 | 2.4 4.11 0.92 2.9 3.2
1932 1.61 |  2.60 4.21 0.93 3.24 4.17
1933 1.83 2.68 4.51 (.52 ) 5.67
1934 2.03 | 2:57 4.60 1.94 3.39 5.33
1935 |.68 2.42 4.10 0.99 |.48 2.47
1936 |.40 | 2.41 3.81 2.525 2.525 5.05
Average

for

jears
193136 1.70 2.52 4,22 1.31 3.01 | 4.32
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In conclusion, I would suggest that though the Maternal
Mortality rate in St. Helens is higher than that for England and Wales
as a whole, it compares very favourably with others town in Lancashire.
In the Report of Investigation it is shown as being the sixth lowest
of all the County Boroughs in Lancashire during the period 1924-33.
Further, I would suggest that the Maternity Services are in the main
adequate and, I hope, efficient. Despite these facts, however,
improvement and expansion must go on. The two chief improve-
ments I now suggest for consideration are (a) the provision of special
hospital accommodation for cases of abortion, and (b) the possibility
of getting only the best local obstetric skill in cases where the midwife
sends for a doctor in emergency.

Finally, in the effort towards lowering maternal mortality,
the new Municipal Midwifery Service should have considerable effect
in future. These midwives will be working under better supervision
and guidance than has been possible in the past ; they will have better
opportunities of getting advice in their difficulties and they will have
opportunities of keeping their knowledge up to date. Under such
circumstances the standard of work must improve with consequent
benefit to the mother.

APPENDIX 2.

MIDWIVES' ACT, 1936.
Report by the Medical Officer of Health on the Midwives’
Act, 1936, and suggested proposals for giving effect to the Act
in St. Helens.

(Submitted to the Maternity and Child Welfare Commitiee on
22nd December, 1936).

General Provisions of the Act.

‘The Act requires each Local Supervising Authority under the
Midwives’ Acts * to secure the whole-time employment of a sufficient
number of midwives for attendance on women in their own homes,
not only as midwives but also as maternity nurses, during child-birth
and the lying-in period ™.
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Local Authorities may either themselves employ salaried
midwives or secure their employment by voluntary organisations.
Midwives employed in the new Service must be whole-time servants
of the employing body, but are not required necessarily to devote
the whole of their time to midwifery and maternity nursing. Though
it is intended under the new Service that there shall be available the
services of a midwife for every woman who may require such service,
it does not necessarily mean that only these midwives will be employed,
as the patient still has free choice of midwife, and it is presumed that
even after the Public Midwifery Service under the Act has been
established, there will be some midwives remaining in private practice.

Under the Act, fees are chargeable for the attendance by public
midwives, but the Council is empowered to remit the whole or part of
such fees In necessitous cases,

The Act also empowers Local Supervising Authorities, within
three vears of the commencement of the Act, to require midwives
who, by reason of age or infirmity, are incapable of efficiently per-
forming their duties, to surrender their certificates. Compensation
has to be paid to these midwives on the basis of 5 times their average
net annual emoluments from their practices during the preceding
three years. Other midwives who do not wish to continue in
practice may also surrender their certificates during a like period and
are entitled to compensation at the rate of 3 times their average net
annual emoluments.

Exchequer grants are available in respect of these services
and are divided into two classes :—

(a) in respect of compensation paid to midwives, the
Exchequer make a grant of 509, of the aggregate
payments by the l.ocal Authority ;

(b) in respect of the employment of midwives the Ex-
chequer will make a grant of approximately 509 of the
additional expense incurred by the Local Authority.
As from Ist April, 1942, however, the Exchequer grant




135

will be given by way of addition to the General Ex-
chequer grants payable to Local Authorities under the
L.ocal Government Act, 1929,

Proposals for Establishing a Whole-time Midwifery Service
in St. Helens.

Under the Act, Local Authorities have to submit to
the Ministry of Health not later than the 30th January, 1937, their
proposals for establishing a Service of salaried midwives and to bring
the Service into operation not later than the 30th July, 1937. Such
proposals should be accompanied by drafts of any Agreements
proposed to be entered into with voluntary organisations, and, where
the Local Authority propose to employ midwives themselves, by
particulars of the proposed scale of salaries and of the scale of fees
proposed to be fixed by the Authority.

Administration.—The first point to be decided is whether
the Local Authority themselves propose to administer the Service
or whether they purpose asking a voluntary organisation to carry out
the necessary Scheme. At present there is no local voluntary
organisation doing domiciliarv midwifery, but the St. Helens District
Nursing Association is willing to organise and administer a scheme
covering the whole of St. Helens. The Scheme of the Nursing
Association would be on the lines suggested later in this Report as a
suggested scheme for the carrying out of the work directly by the
Corporation.

The Nursing Association suggest that the Corporation should
repay the Nursing Association 909, of the cost (estimated for the
first year at [4,251) of employing and supervising the midwives,
but that fees received by them from patients should be handed over
to the Corporation.

I would suggest, however, that the Local Authority themselves
administer the Service. 1 do so mainly for the following reasons :—

(a) the Local District Nursing Association have, up to the

present, had no Midwifery Service. They are, there-
fore, embarking on an entirely new sphere of work,
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and in doing so they will, owing to general shortage of
midwives, have to appoint as their staff midwives at
present practising in St. Helens. In the past these
midwives have been working more in conjunction with
the Health Department than with District Nurses,
and I think, therefore, there will be less interruption
in the work if they become employees of the Health
Department rather than employees of another organisa-
tion ;

(b) even if the midwives become the employees of the Local
District Nursing Association, the Local Authority, as
Local Supervising Authority, is still responsible for
their supervision under the Midwives’ Act. This would
result in dual supervision and control and consequently
divided authority. 1 suggest, therefore, that that
supervision could be more efficiently applied if they
were servants of the Local Authority rather than servants
of another body ;

f¢) it seems to me that the future development of this
Service will be that the midwife should be responsible
not only for ante-natal care and for the confinement and
lying-in period but, in addition, should take the place of
the health visitor throughout the whole of pregnancy
and for some months after confinement. In so doing
she would be acting not only as a midwife but as a health
official and should, therefore, be a member of the
Health Department.

The following proposals are, therefore, based on the assumption

that the Local Authority will themselves administer the Service.

1.

Number of Midwives to be Employed.—For the three years
ending December, 1935, the average number of cases attended
by midwives in 5t. Helens was 1484. In a town like 5t. Helens
it is expected that in future the majority of mothers will employ
midwives from the Public Service rather than private midwives,
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so that for estimating the number of midwives required I think
provision for 1,400 births annually would be a fair estimate,

‘T'he Ministry advise that a midwife wholly employed as
such should be capable, in populous districts, of attendance on
70 cases as a midwife and 30 cases as a maternity nurse during
the year. This would mean, calculated on the above estimate
of the number of cases to be attended, that 14 midwives should be
appointed for 5t. Helens. 'The figures given, however, do not
allow for holidays, sick leave, or for emergency, and it is
generally considered that so as to allow for such, the staff required
should be based on 80 cases per midwife. This would make
the St. Helens requirements 17.5, say 18 midwives. It is
suggested, however, that in the first instance only 16 be appointed
but that power be given to increase the number as required.
These midwives would be arranged in districts in groups of
3 or 4 so as to allow for interchange of duties in case of
emergency. Patients would be free to book any midwife in
their own districts, but a restriction would be placed on the
number of cases each midwife could book and midwives would
not be allowed to book cases outside their own district.

Staff to be Employved.—T'here are, at present, 29 midwives
in private practice in St. Helens, and it is considered that with
one or two exceptions the staff could be completed from these.
Salaries.—The Ministry suggest that a municipal midwife
should receive the same salary as that paid to a health visitor
in the District (in St. Helens as from lst April, 1937, £202/10/0
to 236 per annum). It is considered that this recommendation
has been made on the assumption tnat the midwife appointed
would be as fully trained as a health visitor. Few of the local
midwives, however, hold more than their midwifery qualifica-
tion and I would suggest, therefore, that appointments to the
staff, of midwives at present in practice in St. Helens, be at a
salary of £165 rising to £185 per annum. [Future appointments
to the staff however, should be made from persons holding
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General 'T'raining Certificates in addition to the Midwifery
Certificate, and for such appointments I would suggest a salary
of L£185 to [215.

Emoluments.—As it will be necessary to insist on satisfactory
uniform and the keeping of same in a cleanly condition, it seems
reasonable that uniform and laundry allowances should be
granted. It is suggested that this might be f15 per annum.
It 1s suggested that travelling expenses be not paid.

Equipment.—In future the Local Authority will be responsible
for the supply of all equipment and the keeping of same in good
order and repair. It is estimated that the cost of the two bags
with the necessary equipment required would be £5 each
midwife. As all practising midwives at present have bags,
however, 1 suggest that these be examined and, if suitable,
taken over by the Local Authority ; an allowance of £2 being
made to each midwife whose bag is taken over. For the
maintenance of midwives” bags and the supply of dressings and
other equipment, it is estimated that £100 per annum will be
required.

It will also be necessary for each midwife to have a
telephone installed. This is essential if efficient supervision is
to be carried out, in order that the Supervisor may be informed
immediately a midwife is called to a case and in order that a
substitute can be readily obtained should the midwife called
not be available.

Holidays.—It is suggested that, as midwives will be on duty
night and day, they be granted one month'’s holiday per annum.

Supervision.— ['he intention of the Act is to improve midwifery
in the home. If this is to be obtained, much more supervision
of the work of the midwives will have to be carried out than in
the past. In the past, supervision has mainly been in respect
of the carrying out of the Rules of the Central Midwives’ Board.
In future, supervision must include more clinical supervision
of the work of the midwives. Midwifery in the home should be
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brought as near as possible to the standard of hospital midwifery.
It will be necessary, therefore, to appoint a well-trained
Supervisor for this work. For several years it will entail whole
time work and I would suggest that to get a suitable Supervisor
the salary should be that approved by the Staff Sub-Committee
for future appointments of Superintendent Health Visitor
namely, £240 to f£262/10/0 per annum plus uniform and
laundry allowance of £15 per annum and travelling expenses.

Superannuation.—In regard to the Supervisor it is expected
that she will join the Superannuation Scheme in the ordinary
way.

In regard to practising midwives, however, who are
appointed to the staff, some will be elderly. For that reason,
Section 2 of the Act enables Local Authorities who have
Superannuation Schemes to add years up to 10 (during which
she has practised as a midwife) for the purpose (1) of ascertaining
whether a pension is payable, and (2) of calculating the amount
of pension. In this connection it is suggested that the age
limit for employment in this Service be raised to 55 years. It
might also be here mentioned that many of the practising
midwives are married. The Ministry suggest that Local
Authorities should waive their objection to married female
members of the Staff when first selecting midwives under this
Service.

Fees to be Charged.

For Services as Midwives.—The current fees paid to
practising midwives in St. Helens are 30/- in respect of a first
baby and 25/- for others. At present these include a limited
amount of ante-natal care, attendance at the confinement and
during the 10 days lying-in period. 'T'he Central Midwives
Board have, however, as from the 1st January, 1937, extended
attendance during the lying-in period to 14 days and the local
midwives are, therefore, raising their fees as from lst January
next to 35/- and 30/- respectively. [ would suggest that these
fees be adopted for the Public Midwifery Service.



140

10.

11.

For Services as Maternity Nurses.—It is suggested

that the fees chargeable be 30/- in respect of a first baby and
25/- for others.
Remission of Fees.—In necessitous cases the Council may
remit the whole or part of the normal fee chargeable. I would
suggest that this might be in accordance with the scale under
which midwives’ fees are at present paid by the Committee
in necessitous cases, namely as follows :(—

(a) Where Maternity Benefit is received, no remission to be
made.

(b)  Where no Maternity Benefit is received, ascertain the
total family income (including, if any, pensions, relief,
maintenance allowances for school children, etc.) for the
4 weeks preceding the birth of the child, and divide by
4 to arrive at the average weekly income of the family.
Deduct the rent and calculate the income per head and
apply the following scale :

(1) If the income per head is 5/- and under remit the
full charge ;

(1) If the income per head is over 5/-, but not more
than 6/-, remit three-quarters of the charge ;

(ii1)  If the income is over 6/-, but not more than 7/, '

remit half of the charge.

Miscellaneous.—Arrangements for disinfection, supply of
sterilised maternity outfits (at cost or free in necessitous cases),
loan of maternity bags, would remain as at present.

It is also suggested that, as at present, when a case, on
which a midwife is in attendance, becomes for any reason liable
to be a source of infection to other mudwiferv cases, that midwife
be withdrawn from that case and the District Nursing Associa-

tion asked to take it over.

In regard to ante-natal supervision, it is suggested that
this can best be provided by attendance at one or other of the
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Ante-natal Clinics, and arrangements could be made for the
midwife to attend these clinics with her patients.

Under the Act, power is given to the Central Midwives’
Board to frame rules requiring midwives to attend, periodically,
courses of instruction. Draft Rules have been issued by the
Board. These require practising midwives to attend an
approved residential course of not less than four weeks at
intervals of not longer than 7 years. Midwives of the Public
Midwifery Service would have to attend these courses, and it is
estimated that the cost to the Local Authority would be £10
per midwife,

12. Clerical Assistance.—In working such a scheme there will
be a considerable amount of office clerical work, e.g., keeping
records regarding bookings, arranging for the issue of sterilised
outfits, arranging for holidays and reliefs, and the issuing of
accounts for attendances and arranging for payments of same.

For this purpose it is suggested an additional female
clerk be appointed at a salary of approximately £80 per annum.

De-certification of Midwives.

As previously mentioned, the Act empowers the Local Authority
to require midwives, who by reason of age or infirmity are incapable
of efficiently performing their duties, to surrender their Certificates,
As the Local Authority have 3 years from July, 1936, within which to
apply these powers, it is suggested that no case be dealt with at present.

During the same period midwives themselves have the option
of voluntarily surrendering their Certificates. It is extremely difficult,
however, to estimate the number who will do so. As a tentative
estimate it is suggested that the Local Authority may haveto pay during
the next 3 years, £1,500 by way of compensation. They will receive
from the Ministry 509, of whatever compensation is paid.

Estimated Cost.
The following is a summary of the estimated cost for the
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first year, of the administration of a Municipal Midwifery Service

on the lines suggested in this Report :(—

16 midwives at [£190 each (includes Uniform and

Laundry  Allowance, Superannuation and £
Insurance) ... .. b oSS ST N0 3040
1 Supervisor at £269 [Inc]udcs as abmre] 269
1 Female Clerk (including Superannuation and
InBuTAnCE): faiii ST en Sait MRk I &6 86
¥ Telephonesiat £ s 0w Sy s Tl 102
Travelling Allowance for Supervisor 31 peld ey 60
Bguipment .. . == s gy - Wi iy 100
Grant to practising midwives for hags 32
Post Graduate Course (say 2 midwives ear:h year) 20
COTIREERRY ke - tiie o s bt Pttt Rl 100
£3809
From this would be deducted— h
(a) fees recovered from patients, say 1500

(b) present cost to the Corporation in

payment  of midwives’  fees
(1935/36— [67/6/0) say .. ... .. 70 1570
2239

Approximate grant to be received
from the Exchequer’ . =i 1119
Nett Cost to the Corporation ... £1120

Note.—The above estimate does not include the cost to the Local
Authority in respect of compensation paid to midwives whose
certificates are surrendered. As stated in the Report, a

provisional estimate of £1,500 spread over three years has
been made for this purpose. The Ministry would repay the
Corporation 509, of all sums paid in compensation.
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APPENDIX 3.

Report by the Medical Officer of Health on points raised
by Ministry of Health Circular 1621 in regard to Prevention
of Blindness.

(Submitted to the Health Committee, 21st September, 1937).

A recent Circular (Circular 1621 dated 6th August, 1937) has
been received from the Ministry of Health, dealing with the question
of prevention of blindness and drawing attention to the various
services in which steps might be taken to prevent either the occurrence
or development of blindness. The chief services referred to are the
Maternity and Child Welfare, the School Medical, Infectious Diseases
and Venereal Diseases. In respect of these services in St. Helens,
I think that all practicable steps are being taken. One point, however,
raised in connection with the School Medical Service, is the con-
tinued supervision of children, with high or progressive myopia,
after they leave school and up to the period of adolescence. 1 think
it would be of benefit to arrange that these children come up for
periodic examination at the School Clinic even after they leave
school, and I would suggest that should a change of spectacles be
then required, and the parents cannot afford to pay, that the case be
referred to the P.A.C. for the provision of the necessary spectacles.

Another point to which attention is drawn in the Circular
is the power which Local Authorities have, under the Public Health
Act, to make arrangements for assisting in the prevention of blindness
and in particular of the treatment of persons suffering from any
disease of or injury to the eyes. For some years we have been doing
this, especially in connection with those coming up for examination
as to their admissibility or not to the Blind Register. When such
persons have been found not to be blind within the meaning of the Act,
but to be suffering from seriously defective vision, spectacles have been
provided if, by such provision, eye-sight was improved. Apart
from that, however, very little has been done under these powers,
and in this connection I would here refer to a resolution, forwarded
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by the Northern Counties Association for the Blind, which reads
as follows :—

“To recommend to constituent authorities that con-
“ sideration be given to the possibility of establishing
“ clinies for optical examination and provision of spectacles,
** where necessary, free of cost or at reduced rates to such
“* persons as do not come into the scope of optical benefit
“under the National Health Insurance Acts.”

This resolution is part of the Northern Counties Association’s
activity in trying to prevent the indiscriminate sale of spectacles.
The indiscriminate sale of spectacles, by untrained persons, from
door to door, on market stalls, etc., 1s considered by the Northern
Counties Association to be the means by which many persons’ eye-
sights are damaged, and it is thought by them that if local authorities
had what would, in effect, be free eye clinics, this indiscriminate sale

of spectacles would cease.

In regard to St. Helens, however, I do not see that such a clinie
is necessary. At present, people suffering from defective eye-sight
can get advice and treatment from the St. Helens Hospital, the P.A.C.
or the local practitioner (both medical and non-medical). In
addition a few cases, as previously stated, get it through the Health
Department, and whilst some extension of the latter might be allowed
to take place in as much as any serious cases coming to the notice of
the Department through the health visitors, etc., might be referred to
it, I do not see that the establishment of a special ophthalmic clinic is
called for.

A further point in the Ministry’s Circular is a suggestion of
voluntary notification by medical practitioners or otherwise of persons
threatened with blindness, the Council to pay a sum of 2/6d. for each
notification. I do not think this desirable at present.
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Following consideration of the foregoing report, the under-
mentioned minute was passed by the Health Committee and was
approved by the Council on the 6th October, 1937 :—

Prevention of Blindness.

The Town Clerk submitted Ministry of Health circular No.
1621 dated 6th August, 1937, with respect to the prevention of
blindness and drawing attention to the various services in which -
steps might be taken to prevent either the occurrence or development
of blindness, and also submitted a resolution passed by the Northern
Counties Association for the Blind with regard to the possibility of
establishing clinics for optical examination and provision of spectacles
so as to limit the indiscriminate sale of spectacles. The Medical
Officer of Health reported in detail on the circular and resolution, and
it was

339.—Resolved—

(a) that the Medical Officer of Health be authorised to make
any necessary arrangements for the continued supervision
of children with high or progressive myopia after thev leave
school and up to the period of adolescence ;

(b) that no action be taken with reference to the resolution of
the Northern Counties Association for the Blind ; and

(c) that the report of the Medical Officer of Health be approved
in so far as it affects any other points set out in the Ministry
of Health’s circular,







