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To the Chairman and Councillers of the Trban District of 5t. Austell.

et s e

Mr, Chairwan, Ladiee snd Gentlewen,

I have the honour to present the hAnnual
Report on the Health ana Sunitary circumstances of the District for the year
1950,

The conditions prevailing threoughout the
year hawve been gencrally sctisfuctory eand there has been no major eutbreak of
infectious discasec.

I wish to rccord my thanks to Mr. Watts
and to Mr. Sturtridge fer their work throughout the year. I wish also to
thonk Mr. Saunders and the Heads of Deportments ond their Staffs for co-
operation and help. Tt is a pleasure to rccord gratitude to members of the
Public Hewclth Committee for their interest and support.

I have the honour to be, Ladies & Genclemen,
Yours obedient Servant,
J. G. 5. TURNER

Mcdica]l Officer of Hoalfh.



SUMMARY OF VITAL 3TATISTICS

Area (in acres) s St cee .o e 18,379
Pepulation e -4 e ces 23,800
Number of Inhobited Hcuscs s Sl S i 7,659
Rateoble Value i S S o £121,877
Product of a Tenny Rate veu £1,.80

ate per 1,000 Populstion

LIVE BIRTHS ! boie ¥onnle Total . 5t. fustell England and
Wnles
Tatal 1h5 169 322 ) 1.5, 55
Tlegitimato 148 159 307 ;
Illegitimate 5 10 15
Rate corrected for age 15.1 15.8
distribution.
STTILL BIRTHS
Total 9 0 9 )
Legitimate g 0 9 0.38 Q37
Tllegitimate (W 0 0
DEATHS
168 201 369 15.5
Rute currected for age 123 11.6
distribution
Rate per 1,000 Total Births
MATERNAL DRATHS
0 0 0 0 0.86
DEATHS usbr 1yr. of
age(Infantile Mortality)
Total 3 ] Beyi)
Icgitimate 3 5 H¥us) 2L 8 29,8
Tllegitimnte 0 C up ]
DEATHS under 2 yrs.
from Enteritis and 0 0 0 0 3.0

Diarrhosa
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CAUSES OF DEATH 4
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The following is a list of the causes of Death in accordance with the
Abbreviated List of the Tnternational List of 1948 :-

Male Female Total
Tuberculosis - Respiratory b ]
Tuberculosis - other forms - -
Syphilitic discase - -
Diphtherie - =
Whooping Cougn = -
Meningoconsal infections = =

Acute poliomyelitis

Meosles

Other infective and parasitic discases
lizlignant ncoplasm stomach

Malipgnant neoplasm, lung, bronchus
Malignant neoplasm, breast

Malipnant neoplasm, uterus |

Other malignant & lymphatic neoplasms
Leukcemia, aleukocmia

Diabectes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary disease, angina
Hyper~tension with heart disease
Jther heart diszense

Other circulatory disease

Influenza

Pneumonia

Bronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach and ducdenum
Gastritis, enteritis & d4:i:rrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyper-plasin of prostate

Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor wehicle accidents

All other accidents

Suicide

Homicide and operctions of war 1
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The following short table giwve the percentage distribution of ages at
death :=-

Age Group at Deuth Males Remcles
'G-'1 108 2'5
1-59 20,2 15.9

60-69 20.8 20.9
70-79 35.7 3543
80-89 20.8 20.9
90 and over 0.6 La5
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As is to be expected with the surival of the populition to older ages
a large proportion of deaths are due to tumour growths and to degoncr-
ative diseases,

One deathwas due to en acecident involving o motor ehicle and four
deaths to other accidenta,.

__CAUSES OF DEATH OF CHILDEEN U..DER
ONE YEER

[ ——

Couses of Deoth Agesin weeks
o i e AN e L

1s I’I'«Jm.turity L - = - -

2e Broncho Pncumonin 2 - - = 1

3 Asphyxia neonatoriunm 1 - - - -

IDTI;L _? = = - 1




SECTION A

NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

IREA - (In acres) 18,379. The district is mixed urban and rural, the main
aggrogaticns of population being in St. Austell towm, Par, St. Blazey,
Tywardreath and Mevagissey. Par and Charlestown arc ports dealing mainly
with the china clay trade, while Mevagissey deals with the fishing trade.
The whole arca is popular as a scaside resort and the population is greatly
increcased during the summer months,

POPULATION = The estimated population showed a very slight increase over that
for 1949. The 1950 popuiation was 23,800,

NUMBER OF INHABITED HOUSES - According to the rate book, the number of
inhabited houses in the district was 7,659, the rateable walue being
£121,877 which gives £480 for a Penny Rate.

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS - The year was cooler andwetter than the average. The
following table supplied by the Engineer give the rainfall as recorded in St.
Austell :-

MONTHLY
MONTH 1950 AVERAGE FOR LAST 50 YEARS
January 2.85 5.50
February 8.51 4,03
March 2.46 3.63
April 2.99 2,84
Mﬂ}i’ 2 . 1 5 2. 52
June 1= ?8 Do 6?
Buly L.L3 3e37
August 7.26 3.61
Scptember 7.2 3.26
Octobaer 2.61 5.28
November 9.82 5l
Decenber £.68 5.95
TOTAL 58, 66" L9.25
Monthly average L. 89" 4.09
No. of wet days 247 206.5
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PUBLIC HUALTH QFFICERS OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY
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Medical Officer of Health

pr. J. G. S. Turner, !,B,, B.Sc., C,P.H, =~ 18t Pebruar;-31st Deccumber,

Senior Sonitary Inspector, Potroleum & Shops Inspcctor

Charles Herbert Watts, M.S.XI.A. Cert. R.S.I.
Certified Meat ond Food Inspoctor
Associnte membership of the Institute of Sanitory Engineers.

Additional Sanitary Inspector

Lealle H. Sturtridge, M.R.San.”., M.R.I.P.H.H., A.G.I.
Cortificd Ment and Tood Inspector.

LABORATORY F;'LC‘- ILITTIES

These are avoileble at the Royal Cornwall Infirmary where all material
for investigntion is ser k.,

DIFTHERIA ANTITOXIN

L supply is maintained at the Health Arca Office and cun be obiained by
Medical Practioners onrsqusst.

AMBULLANCE SERVICE

There is o mainc entre established in St, 4ustell, with an establishment
of threec ambulonces and two utiliccns. In addition St. Johns ond the Red
Cross maintain voluntory ombulances at 8t. dustell, St. Blazey and St.
Dennis and these are avaiinble in emergencics.

The provision of a new ambulance centre is recogniscd os o nocessity in the
near future and some prelimincry investigotion hos been made of sites on the
outskirts of the town.

The repair and servicing of vehicles by the Fire Service has been satisfactory.

Thanks aro due to the Commandants, Officers oand Mewbers of the British Red
Cross Society and to the Superintendent, Officers end men of the St. Blazey
Division of the St., Johns .nmbulance Brigade for their continued co-operation
and assistonce in monning both County and Voluntery Vehicles at nigh% ond at
week-cnds,

Thonkre due also to Mrs. Batchelor, Orgoniscer of the Hospital Car Service
and to the many Ladies and Gentlemen, who vrovided tronsport on roquest.

1 g



NURSING AND OTHER SERVICES IN THE HOME

Theae szervices have worked well. The establishment was increased
Wy two district nurse midwives and is nowas follows :-

District Nurse, General
Midwife -Health Visitor Nurse & Total
Health Visitor. (full time) Midwife
Mevagissey 1 - - 1
3t. Blazey &
5t. Austell &
Treverbyn 2 3 3 8

All nurses in the area have now received training in gas/air analgesia
and as circumstances permit they arc now sent for further training as
health visitors, Queens nurses, or for practical post certificate courses.

Domiciliary Midwifery

Approximately 607 of all births occur at home and provided the home
conditions are good tnd that diilficulties are mot likely to ariss, this
is the best place. Gas/air analgesia is every-where available.

Care ond After Core

This is confined at present to cuases of tuberculosis, Twelve cases
were provided for at a cost of £132. 1. 9. to the County Council,

Ante and Post Natal Care

An ante-natal clinic was held weekly at Moerland Road, by a specialist
Obstetriclian from Redruth. In addition a weekly clinic was held by
Midwives.

Infant Welfare

Clinics aie held fortnightly at Moorland Road, St. Austell and Par. The
attendances averaged 24.4 and 21.5 respectively.

Domestic Help Services

This scrvice which has been most ably organised by Mrs. Breckes has run
smoothly throughout the year. A totol of 45 persons werc helped of
whom 18 vere waternity cases. The establishment wes four full time home
he .-LPE s

Hospitals

The only hospitak in the area is the St. Austell and District Hospital
which deals with general surgical and medical cases, Cases requiring

B



further examination ond special twectment are sent to the Royal Cornwall
Infirmary, Truro. Motermnity cases go to Redruth and infoctious disenscs
requiring isolation or specinl treatment cre sent to the Isolation
Division Hospital at Truro. A fow of the more infective cases of
tuberculosis are sent to Tehidy but accommodatlion is very limited.

TREATMENT CENTRES AND CLINICS

(2) Clinics held at Moorlond Road are as follews -

Ante-natal & Gynaeeccicgy Every Monday

Orthoocedic : Tucaday

Child Welfare First, third & fifth Wednesday each month
Specch. Therapy Every Wednesdoy

E.N.T. Opthalmnia As required

Dental Wednaesday

Child Guidanece Sceond & Pourth Wednesday cach month

Skin Clinic Thursdoy morning.

(b) €linics held at the Hespital

General Medical & Surgicnl Daily

Crthopaedic Monday - forenoon
Venereol Disenses Tucsday - afternoon
Tuberculeosis Monday - afternoon
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WATTR

Consumer demands for water were adequately met in all parts of the
district. As a result of the heovy rainfall during the summer months
it vas not necessary to restrict the hours of supply.

Bacterioclogicel examinations have been made regularly both on the raw
and treated water from all sources. Traces of contamination have been
found at one or two of the sources, but not on the distributing system,
inaicating that methods of chlorination are satisfactory. One sm&ll
source was contominated for a short time and consumers were warned to
boil drinking water.

The water supply in the district is soft and the high silica content
provides a notural check on plumbo-solvency. Lead pipes are not used
on drinking supplies, galvanised iron or copper tubing being the stondard
materials used throughout the district.

Approximately 957 of the houses in the district have a piped supply and
most have water indoors. Very few stond pipes are now maintained by
the Council. During the ycar 37 new comnections were made to the
mains, and 69 were mede at the reouest of consumers wishing to renew
their service pines. During the year Stenalees and Trenance
reservoirs were relined.

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL %

There were no exiensive changes to the sewerage system in the Urban
District but further survey work continued in the Par and St. Blazey
districts with a view to renewing the whole systems A pumping scheme,
designed to drain houses outside the system at Bugle has been cons=-
tructed and put into operatior. Sludge pumping machinery has heen
installed at the Rescorl: sewage works.

DISINFECT ION

Concurrent and terminal disinfection is carried out as required.

RATS AND MICY DESTRUCTION

The Prevention of Domape by Pests Act 1949 came into force on March 1st
1950. The important difference between the new and old acts iam that
Borough and District Councils are now dircetly vested whereas formerly
the vesting was in the County Councils, The two full time rodent
operators who are engaged are provided with motor transport.

The work carried out is divided into four sections :-

{
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(a) Private Dwellings

No charge is made nnd the Local Authority received 507 of the cost
from the Ministry. 254 weekly treatments were corricd out.

(b) Businces Premises

The cost of operations is chorged. One hundrod ond ' twenty five
wackly treatments werc carried out.

(G) Sewers

A varisble proportion of moanholes cre bnited according to experience.
The results are as follows :=-

6th. Maintenance 287 mwnnholes boited and takes recorded
113

Tth. Maintenance 236 manholes baited and takes recorded
106

(d) Refusc & Sewape Dispos-l Works

Twenty sewven treatments were given to refuse disposal works and twelve
weckly treatments to sewage disposal works, River banks and lecats
which were commoniy found to be infested were treated as required.

FUTLIC CLEANSING

This department is under the supervision of the Surveyor. A weekly
house refusc collection is in operation throughout the Urban district,
but in certain very congested areas in Mevagissey, where there is no
storage accommodation, collections arc made thrice weekly. Refuse is
disposed of at tips at Menagwins, Par and Mevagissey.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

The Urban area is moderately well serwved with conveniences which are
supcrvisced by the Surveyor's Department. A twice daily cleansing
service s maintained in the town area and at Par and Mevagissey.

Schemes have been laid to providc conveniencecs at, Par, Mount Charles,
St. Blazey, Pentewan and Penwithick. * At Porthpein Beach the sea
woll has been built ond a start made with the new conveniences.

There is an urgent need to mect the requircments of holidoy mokers in
the district.



HOUSING

SECTION D

There is still a scrious shortage of housing accommodation in the district
with on active weiting list for accommodation of 1,255 families, details
of which are as follows :-

Number without scparate houses
(many of which are overcrowded) 800

Number with seprrate homes

(a) living in urfit houscs 90
(b) ILiving in overcrowded houses 365
1,255

4 large percentage of the applicants arc young married people who have
never had homes of their own. There are many instance of unsuitable
accommodation even though the housecs cnmnot be declared statutorily unfit
or overcrowded within the meaning of the Housing Act 1936,

The classification of the types required is as follows :=-

Requiring 1 bedroom type 85
" 2 n n 890

B8 odd 2o datady 270

" tEnyell " 10
Tens

It is ewphasised that the fipurcs shown do not nccessarily reflect the
true housing positicn in the area as many former applicants have with-
drawn their claims for houses, owing to their financial inability to meet
the rentals charged. Many of these people are living under wery bad
housing conditions.

The Council now own 1,031 houses and development is still proceeding on
three main housing sites., Other sites are being obtained in advance
of actual housing allocations from the Ministry of Health.
Details of house construction in the arca during 1950 is as follows :=
Dwallings erected by the Council 98
Dwellings ercctod by Private Enterprise 16

106 houses are still in course of construction by the Council, and 9 by
private enterprise.

wa] B
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION
OF . -FOOD

MILIT

Inspection of the retail milk supply delivered throughout the area has
been maintained since the coming into operation of the wvarious sets of
new Milk Regulations later in the year 1949, Milk Distributcrs
premises have received regular attention and some improvements have been
carried out. A number of producers continue to send milk to the
Dried Milk Froducts Factory at Lostwithiel where it is either pasteur-
ised for local needs or chilled and transported to London.

As yet nothing had been done to set up a scheme for the establishment
of pasteurising or sterilising plant either by the trade or local
authorities within the large St. Austell area.

There are now a substantial number of cowkeepers producing "designatead
milK' under licence pranted by the County Agricultural Committee.

MEAT AND OTHER FOODS

Closc attention has been paid to the inspection of meat and other foods
destined for humen consumption. The Ministry of Food continue to
maintain the Abbatoir, Tregonissey Road, St. Austell where all animals
destined for humen consumption are slaughtered by humane methods.

Daily inspections are carried out by the qualified inspectors of the

St., Austell Urban and Rural District Councils., Towards the end of

the year, a report was submitted on the improvements required as repgards
additional building accommodation for condemmed neat, hanging equipment,
re-arrangements of hanging offals to facilitate meat insaection duties;
water supply and drainage, The Council resolved to forward the report
to the Headquarters of the Ministry of Wood who through their Livestock
Division (Regional) have given the matter their attention.  The matter
is now receiving the attention of the Ministry of Vorks.

During the year, steps were taken to encourage those engaged in food
trades to become more directly interested in "Food Hygiene". By
arrangements with the Management of the Odeon Theatre, St. Austell, the
film '"Another Case of Food Poisoning" was shewn in the third week in
June, This work has been followed by a series of talks and the
showing of a number of films to represcntatives of local food trades.

Regular inspections have been carried out at wholesalers and retailers
premises which have led to improvements being carried out at some of
these establishments by the provision of constant hot and cold water
supply, staff mess-rooms and better sanitary accommodation. Details
of foodstuffs condemned as unfit for humen consumption are contained
in the Sanitary Inspector's Report which is appended.
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Much attention has been given to the inspection of ice cream both at
manufacturers end retailers premises. Sampling was regularly carried
out and all samples were submitted to and tested at the Pathological
Department, Royal Cornwall Infirmary, Truro. It is pleasing to note
that practically all ice-cream now sold by retail except by

restavrants is by the pre-packed method thus assuring much greater
proteetion to the public from the scares of food poisoning.

STOTION__E 'f
(Continued)

CARCASES INSPECTEL

Cattle Sheep

excluding Cows Calves and Pigs

Cows Lambs
Number killed 1548 677 1878 | 5022 311
Nugber Iaspected 1548 677 1878 5022 311
All diseases except T.B,.
Whole carcases condemnecd 2 18 2 6 4
Carcases of which some part of
organ was condemned 97l L 192 12
Percentage of number inspected
affected with disease other than T.B. Lo 77 0. 3% 3.9% 5e1%
Tuberculosis Only.
Whole carcases condemned 10 26 2 - 5
Carcase of which some part or
organ was condemed 1379 - - 15
Percentage or number inspected
affected with T.B. 18,67 0.1% - 6. 47
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PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS
AND OTHER DISEASES

Rate per 1000 FPopulation
1950 St. Austaell England
Disease Number cf Urban and
Cases District Wales
1949 1950 1950
Scarlet Fever 9 b [ 0. 38 1=h)
Whooping Cough 23 0.13 0,96 3.60
Pneumecnia 2 0.08 0.30 0.70
Food Poiszoning 3 0 QbS5 g ot g
Poliomyelitis
a) Parelytic 3 Q.17 0.3 & E
b ) Non-paralytic 0 - - 0.05
Meales 58 T 49 2.4 8.39
Opthalmia Necnatorum 1 0,04 0.04 -
Rate per 1000 Tctal Births
Puerperal Fever L 2,97 12. 41 5.51
Rate per 1000 Live PBirths
Enteritis & Niarrhoesa ’
under 2 years of age C 0 J 16590

DIFHTHERTA IMMUNISATION

The following table gives the number of children who had completed a
full course of immunisation up tc the 31st December 1950.

Age at 31.12.50. | =4 | 1 S S N 10-14 | Total

1.€. born in year | 1950 | 1949 | 1948 | 1947 | 1946 |1944=45 [1936-40 |under
15

Number immunised 9 154 201 252 203 569 375 1,?69

Estimated Mid-Yr. Children under Pive Children 5-14

child nggIhtlnn 1,888 3,086 4,97k

Percentage L34 30.5 35.4

-15-



No case of diphtheria was reported during the year and our freedom

can be ascribed to immunisation. There is a tendency for immunisation
figurrs to drop as the years of freedom from disease have allowed the
public to be less aware of the danger. There can Le ne safety unless
the general level of immunisation is maintained at a higher lewvel than
at -resent attained.

Immunisation can be readily obtained by application to the Family
Doctor or to the Child Welfare Clinic.

Therc were 4 deaths due to pneumonia and 3 from influenza.

It will be seen that there was no abngormal prevalence of any of the
common intrectiona.

The first case of Poliomyelitis to occcur in the district, an adult male
employed in a travelling fair, was acquired outside the county. The
other two cases which occured in children were probably acquired at
school., One of the teachers in the achool was closely associated
with Fowey which had just passed through a sharp outbreak,

No satisfactory conclusion was reached as to the origin of the three

cases of food poisoning; -ne was a visitor, and the other two were
dwellers in a carevan.

TUBERCULOSIS

The total number of cases on the register at 31st December 1950 was as
follows =

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
Male €5 14
Femeles 53 9

These figures give an incidence of 4.97 and 0,97 respectively per
1000 population.,

The folloving table give the age and sex distribution of newly notified
cases and deaths for the year 1950 :=

-nr‘l :5-



lMew Cases Deaths

Age Groups Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Mulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M. i M, [ M. . M. HE
Under 1 year 0 £ 0 0 0 0 0 0
1-4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
5-9 1 4] | 0 0 0 0 0
10-14 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
15-19 6 1 0 0 (4] 0 0 0
20-2l 2 L 0 0 0 0 0 0
25=34, 2 3 1 2 1 0 0 0
35=Ll & 2 2 0 1 1 1 0
L5-54 5 3 0 0 1 1 &) 0]
bh=bl 1 1 0 0 - - 0 0
£5=Ty 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0
Cver 75 1 1 (] 0 - 1 O 0
TOTALS 18 17 5 2 L I 1 Q
During the early purt of 195C the towm was visited by a Mass Hadiography
Unit. 1,683 pessons were examined and eleven ncw cases of tuberculesis
were discovercd and in addition other chest discases were found in a
further 22 persons.
The following taols gives some idea of the trond of incidence since
1939 :-
Pulmonary T. B, Other T, B.
Year Average Annual Nunbers. Average Annual Numbers.
Casas Denths Cases Decths
1932=43 22 11 5 5
10l =L8 13 9 1 1
1949 19 3 5 1
1950 . 35 8 7 1

The increase during 1950 wus due mainly to the discoveries of the mass
radiography unit.

The foot thay the deaths have remuined more or less constant would
indicate thnt there has been no- great change, The Geath rate for
all forms of Tuberculosis was 0.39 per 1000 populstion compared with
0.36 for lingland and Woles,

I would oace agein emphasise the close relation between this disease
and bad housing with overcrowding. Bvery cffort should be mude to
re-house families and allow asdequute scgregation of infective cascs.
In no other woy can this disese ¢ controlled,
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FACTORTES ACT, 1937

1. INSPECTIONS for purposcs of provisions as to heath (including inspections
made by Sanitery Inspectors).

Premises No. in Written Occupiers
Register Inspections  Notices Prosecuted

(1) Pactories in which

sections 1,2,3,4,46 are 21 82 Nil -
to be enforced by Local

Authorities.

(ii) Factories not inel-

uded in (i) in which Sec- 121 115 1 -
tion 7 is enforced by the

Local Authority

(iii) Other premises in

which Section 7 is enfor- 12 Nil Nil -
ced by the Lodal Authority

(exeluding out-workers!

premises)
TOTAL 154 197 1 -

2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND

o e A No. of Cases
Number of Caacs in which defects {10 ki ah

were found

Hoforred prosecutions
to H. M. By Ho M qo ol
Particulars Found Remedied Inspacsor Inspcotor :
Went of Cleanliness g
[511} ! — o~ - ey
Overcrovding (S.2) - - - - -
Unrcasonable Tempura-
ture (8.3) - - - - .
Inodequate Ventilation
(Selt) - - - - =
Inef'fective drainapge of
floors (8.6) - - - - =
Sanitary Conweniences
(8.7)(a) insufficient 3 3 - - -
(b)unsuitable or
defective L 1 - = -
(¢ )Not separats for sexes - - - - -
Other offences against
the Act(not including Iy Iy - - =
offences relating te
Qutwork )
TOTAL & [§] - - =

18-



ST, AUSTELIL USBAN DISTRICT COUNCTI,

SANTTARY INSPECTORS' ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR
5 E

]

To the Chairman and Meuwbers of the St. Austell Urban District Council

Mr. Chairwen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my thirteenth
Annual Report for the year ended 31st December 1950,

The work carried out in the Puplic Health
Department during the year under review continued similarly as in previous post
war years, The rate of stcady activity was of necéssity maintained in such a
large, important and progressive urban - rea as St. Austell, which is so centrally
situated.

The totol number of Inspcctorate visits
made, 4,769 is apain o slight inercuse on the previous year's records. These
visits werc principally made in carrying out statutory public health duties under
the Housing Acts, Public Health Act, Food ond Drugs Acts, and the Factories Act.
Duties assigned to the meat inspection scrviceswere still carried out at the
Ministry of Food Slaughtering esteblishment situcted at St. Austell.

The year wes again notuble by the coming
into force of the Prewvention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 on the Z1st March 1950,
togother with the Provention of Demage by Pests (Infestation of Food) Regul:tions
1950. This now Act which repeals the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act 1919
emphasisee the primary obligation as being upon the local authority to ensurc that,
so far as procticeble, its arca is kept free from rats and mice, Under the old
hct the primcry duty was laid upon the individual occupier, coupled with o right
of the loccl authority to enforce the requirement upon him.

The principal items of the report are set
out in eclassified order os follows ;-

1. SLUM CLEARANCE

It is to be regretted that the Council wos
agein not able to embark upon & slum clearance programme during the year. The
pressing need for housing accommodation continues, especinlly amongz the younger
married families, the majority of whom stress thoir desires to be groanted "two
bedroom" accommodation., The Courcil s till have o waiting list of ower
1,200 applicunts.

2. CONTROL OF CIVIL BUTIDING
Housing Reconditioning

Building reeconditicning schemes continued
to be controlled by Ministry of Works Order No. 802 under cmergency logislation.
If such schemes were cstimated to be within the £100-£500 limits the locnl
authority are responsible for pranting o Building Idcence upon receipt of
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opplination from the Owvmer to encble the necessary works to be carried out.
Thus 16 applicctions for building licences were investigated.

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION

The duties of meat inspection performed
under the Public Fealth (Me&tJ Regulations were primarily carried out at the
government Abcattoir situated at Tregonissey Road. These dutics included
both anti-mortem and post-mortem inspections. The animal carcases and
offals prepared at this establishment are allocated for human consumption
through the butchers group committees, by the Wholesale Meat Supplies
Association whose allocation centre is situated in the Market House,

Market Street, St. Austell, A total of 9,436 animal carcases were slaugh-
tered throughout the year this being an increase of 1,028 on the previous
year and an increase of 2,087 on the total recorded for the year 1948. All
meat carcases and offals are transported in metal lined permanently enclosed
motor transport fitted with hanging rails and sliding hooks, and offals arec
deposited and carried in specially provided metal containers.

Consequent upon informal action tuken
reconditioning works were carried out at the meat llocation centre later in
the year, These works included laying new concrete floor, providing new
4" stoneware drainage system, clcakroom equipped complete with lavatory basin,
glectrical hot water heater and laying on of cold water supply. The
interior walls of depot were samped, cleansed and painted two coats with
suitable white paint.

Frequent wisits hawve been paid to butchers
retail shops and preparing rooms throughout the year, particular attention
being paid to wvehiecles in which meat is deliwvered to the consumers, The
majority of meat-shovn premiscs now have refrigerators installed for better
storing of meat and pcultry etc.

The following tables shew in detail the
number of animals slaughtered during the year and the condemnations made for
various causes viz :=

BOVINE 41035
a) Bullocks 1505
b) Cows 677
¢) Bulls L3
d) Calwves 1878
Sheep K022
Pigs 311
romAL 936

Meat Condemned

As a result of the inspections made during
the year, the following carcases and organs were condemned as unfit for
human consumption :=—
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L. OTHER FOODS

Numerous wvisits have been paid to food
storage premises and food shops etc., during 1950 and large consignments of
foodatuffs were inspected.

A3 a result of these inspections, the
following items were condemned as unfit for human consumption and were
disposed of viz :=-

814 tins of Meat Blown, punctured & decomposition
607 tins of Vegetables Blown and leaking
696 tins of fruit Blown and leaking
T4y tins of Milk Blovm and leaking
247 tins of Fash Blovn and leaking

58 tins of Jam Blown
186 tins of soup Blovn and leaking
104 1bs of cheese Mouldy

35=30 1b. cartons dried

prunes Advanced moulds & deteriorated.

L Jjars pickles Fermenting
113 1bs Pork sausage Decomposition

10 boxes Greek grapes Fermenting

18 Jjars Mayannaise Fermenting

& Jjars Sandwich spread Mouldy

8 +tins of coffee Solidified.
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10 tins Colmans Muatard

46 packets pudding mixture

and ceke flour

{ packets Weetabix
135 1bs Ox tripe

L tins fruit Juice
155 1bs pork

L meat pies

17  Jjars Piceililli

86 packets Wheat Flakes
28 ' 1lbs Spaghetti

80  packets pudding mixture

15 = packets 3emolina
9 Jjars Salad dressirg
10  packets Parsley
103 1bs luncheon meat
50 1bs Greek currants
56 meat pies
packets bun flour

poackets pezf suet
packets gravy salt
30 packets gravy powder
18 packets Dumplings
63 packets soup powder
26 1bs Macaroni

146  1bs imported hindquarter

beefl

Yood Catering etc.,, Premises

6

5  bottles of Mustard sauce
5 packets strength of wheat
7 1bs Danish Blue cheese
5
=

Mouldy

Mite infested

Damp and mouldy
Advenced decomposition
Blown and lsaking
Decomposition
Decomposition

Soured and mouldy
Stale and mite infested
Damp and mites
Damaged by water
Mouldy

Fermentation

Mouldy

Soured and moulds
Fouled by mice in transit
Soured and moulds
Doamaged by water
Fermentation

Damp and mouldy

Moulds and mites
Moulds

Tiguified

Damp and moulds

Damp and moulds

Moulds and mites

Damp

Bone taint

A good deal of time has been spent in the

supervision of food shops and food preparing premises including restaurant
and hotel kitchens and consequently a total of 1,322 visits were made, 79 of

which were paid to foed preparing and kitchen premises.

In the course of

these visits, advantage was taken to stress upon uwanagemznts and staffs the
importance of making use of hygienic methods of handling, preparing and
storing of foodstuffs and cleansing food containers end all equipment used in

the relatiwve branches of the trade,

Also it wms sought to specially

encourage these people to attend the showing of various "Clean Food Films"

arranged to be shown ai the Odeon Theatre, St. Austell in June.

During the

end of the year preparations began for arranging & short series of lectures
to be given to personnel engaged in the food trades early in 1951,

Improvements Carried Qut

Consequent upon informal action taken new

and separate sanitary accommodation and cloakroom complcte with lavatory
basins and electric hot water heater were provided also separate canteen room
arranged at one of the larger multiple procery and provision stores.
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5.

6.

The stock: rooms on upper floors of
another multiple grocery firm were reconditioned, cleansed and rendered
rat proof by lining rooms with sheet metal as found necessary.

It is graiifying to record that one of
the larpge wholesale grocery and provision firms who were housed in very
unsatisfactory, congested and unhygienic premises situated in the centre of
S5t. Austell, earlier in the year moved into much more suitable and
commodious premises situated in the lower part of the town, after new and
separate sanitary accommodation, cloakroom and canteen room complete with
electrical hot weter heater, and new soil drainage system had been provided.

ICECREAM( HEAT THEATMENT ) REGULATIONS

A total of 84 samples of ice-creamwere
collected during the year and submitted to the Public Health Laboratories
Royal Cornwall Infirmary, Truro for bacteriological examinalion by the
methylene blue tests, The results of these examinations were reported as
follows.

32 Samples were in Grade 1
25 n " n 1] 2
-1_ 3 n " n " 3

i

-1J+ 1] ] " "

TOTAL 8L,

The above total number of samples
collected shows a larpge increase on the number collected in the year 1949,
The following table of percentages further prove that a higher standard of
bacteriol cleanliness was obtained generally in ice-cream consumed within
the uwrban area :-

Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4
1949 27% 31,57 177% 2o 5%
1950 384 307 15454 16.5%

During the year 14 applicants premises
were registered upon which to retail ice-cream after such premises were
made to conform to the requirements of Section 13 of the Food and Drugs
Act. Thus at the end of the year there were a ti.al of 85 registered
premises within the urban district, 9 of which were manufacturing premises.

Frequent visits were paid to manufacturers
and retailers premises involving a total of 235 visits., The manufacturers
premises were found to be generally well controlled and it is encouraging
to record that practically all the retailers deal only in the pre-packed
commodity.

FISH INSPECTION

During the year 14 consignments of fish
were exported these consisting of 736 half-casks and 3,123 gquarter-casks,
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making a total of approximately 1,378,500 pickled pilchards., The fish
were inspected and found to be in gcod condition, official certificates
being issued to that effect.

In addition numerous visits were paid to
fishmongers premises inspecting consignments of fish exposed for sale for
human consumption and as a result the fellowing were condemned :-

5 = 1% stone boxes of Herring Melts - Decomrosition
1 = 3 sione box of Mackeral "
14 - 3 store boxes of Herrings n

665 stone of Hake Decomposition, with soft and
flabby flesh.
2 = 5 stone buxes of Hake Decomposition.

22 1b, of emoked Haddock "

MILE AND DATIRIES

There are eleven milk "Distributors"
dairies situated within the urban area, During the year a total of 55
visits have been paid to these premises, One of the abowe Distributors
was granted a Dealers licence by the Council to bottle Tuberculin Tested
Milk and to use the special designation "Tuberculin Tested" under the
provisions of The Milk (Special Designations)(Raw Milk) Regulations 1949,

Pasteurised milk sold under the special
designaticn "Pasteurised" is distributed throughout the urban area by both
the roespective St. fustell and St. Blazey Co=-operative Socielities who
continue to receive such milk from the Co-operative Wholesale Society Dairy
at Penryn where it is both pasteurised and bottled on the premises and
despatched to St. Austell daily.

The several Council Schools were supplied
with heat treated milk by retailers who held "Dealers" licences to use the
designaticn "Pasteurised" granted by the Council,

There is no milk pasteurising plant
installed in the urban area yet, but it is hcped that some of the interestis
in the distributiwve milk trade will be alive to the urgent need of such a
plant being set up within the area in the not toodistant future.

FACTORLES ACT 1937

During the year under review communication
was received from H.M. Inssector of Wactories in accordance with Section 8
(3) of the Act, informing the Local Authority of changes of occupution of
fourteen factory premises within the urban area. Of these changes three
businesses passed to new managements, five took up new or additional kinds
of light industrual work and the remaining six factories were deleted from
the Pactories List. There were no notifications from H.M. Inspector
under Section 9 of the Act during the year.

Senitary Inspections of factory »remises
have been made under Parts 1 & 8 of the Act which deals with the Health
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{Gcneral Prﬂviaiona} and Homework. Thus a total of 158 wisits werc made
due regard being hed as to compliance with the Sanitary Accommodation
Regul.tions 1938,

CAMPING SITES

The St. Austell areas appears to become
more irzreasingly attractive to holiday campsrs, no doubt on account of the
splendid coastal szenery which it possesses. All the licenced camping
sites were again well patronised during the summer season the peak demand
being experienced during the bank holiday weeks of August.

The four licenced sites which continued
to operate during the season were :-

"The Winnicks", Pentcwan Beach.

"Cheesewarne Parm" - Mevagissey,

Dupcrth Holiday damp - Nr. Charlestown.

Par Beach, Par (under the Local Authority's control).

The fermer owner of the Cheesewarne site
was approached during the summer with the view of providing a water carriage
system of sanitary accommcdation comnected to a drainage system for the
better sanitation of the site. Plans of such proposals were submitted to
and approved by the Council and I am glad to report that the works were
commenced in the spring of this prewent year.

It is difficult to estimate the number of
campers resident in the S;. Austell Urban Area during the summer season. In
addition to the above named licenced sites other sites have been used for
organised holiday camping in tents notably by the International Youth
Movement whe located themselves on well laid out sites situated or. the east
side of Porthpean Road overlocking the picturesque Porthpean Cliffs and Cove.
Also Boy Scout and Girl Guide organisations continued to select the attract-
ive coastal area of the urban dlstrict, notatly in the Par, Charlestown and
Mevagissey areas for summer camping under canvas,

Such organisations as the foregoing upon
obtaining the "Certificate of Excmption" from the Minister of Health are
exempted from being compelled to camp on licenced sites, such exemptions
being provided for under the exemption provisions of Section 269 of the
Public Health Act 1936,

There are still a few undesirable encamp-—
ments of tent dwellers who prefer the "romany" tyne of life than living in
houses.  These people live under very insanitary conditions without proper
water supply and sanitary accommodation.

During August one such encampment of horse
dealers was removed by inform.l action with police co-operation.
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10. RIVERS AND STREAMS

il

12.

General supervision was given to the
several water courses situated in the urban area as to pollution from the
disposal of house drainage and refuze in the more rural parts of the district.
The time is still eagerly awaited when the proposed new main drainage
schemes will be a reality and thus abate much of the present unavecidable
rivers pcllation. It was encouraging to know that the proposed new main
sewerage scheme for the Per-St. Blazey area was treated as priorty No.1 by
the Council in their endeavours to get all house drainages connected to main
sewers and thus alleviate sewage leats in those areas. It is pleasing to
report there was no re-cccurence of nuisance from sulphurous smells from
the St. Austell White River during the year.

ERADTCATION OF EED BUGS

AND OTHER VERMIN

There were no cases of bed bug infestation
during the year,

Reports were received of other types of
vermin infestation of premises chiefly fleas. Investigations were made in
each case and those cases confirmed were readily trecated with liquid insecii-
cide solutions containing an approved percentage of D.D.T. base and the pests
eradicated. Consequently a total of 51 visits were pald to such premises
being a decrease of 34 on the previous ycar.

RODENT CONTROL

As T have alreadv mentioned earlier in
this report the new Prevention of Damage by Pests Act 1949 zame into foice
and cperated from the 31st March 1950, on which date the old .&ts and Misze
(Destruction) Act 1919 was repealed. The powers and duties of local .
authorities in relation to control of rats and mice are to be found particular-
ly in Part I of the Act. The new Act greatly strengthens the powers of the
authorities and furnishes them with the means of achieving radical improvement
in the control of rats and mice. Under this new legislation it is the
duty of the occupiers of premises to give written notice to the Local
Authority when they have kncwledge that rats and mice are present in substan-

tial numbers, This new requirement is based primarily on recognition of the
probable relation of present of rats and mice in purtieul?r prcmigea t? a
general infestation of the locality. The notices required of individual

occupiers are intended to furnish evidence which may lead to the source of the
treuble, where effective action can be taken by, or to the satisfaction of the
local authority.

There fore Rodent Control operations from
April 1950 were carried out in the new act and the report of opcrations is set
out in the Min:stry of Agriculture and Fisherics prescribed Annual Report
Form appended hereto.



13.

14,

15.

16,

INFECTIOUS DISEASE

A total of H1 visits were made in
connection with the prevention of infectious disease. Bach notified case
was investigated and the necessary disinfection of premises, bedding ete.,
carried out. Thus a total of 29 rooms were disinfected.

PRIVATE WATSER SUFPLIES

During the year a total of 8 samples of
water werc collected. Two of these were from a main water supply and the
other six from private well sowrces situated at :-

Billbery, Bugle, Mr. St. Austell,

London Apprentice, St. Austell,.

Trewhiddle House, St. Austell.

Carveor Moor, Bodelva, St. Blazey.

Cottages, Trethowel Woods, Si. Austell (two)

The main water supply was from the Trenance
reservoir and the samples were collected upon complaint of matters of
suspension in and turbidity of the water from taps at The English China Clay
Lovering & Pochin Latoratories, Beech Road, St. Austell, and from a bungalow
residence on the Trevarrick Estate, St. Austell,

These 8 samples were submitted for
bacteriological analysis to Dr. Hocking, County Pathologist, Royal Cornwall
Infirmary, Trurc.

Mulvra Dairy Farm situated on the Pentewan
Road was provided with a new private water supply during the year. The
existing private well supply situsted in back court of farm house did not
prove upon analysis to be up to the required bacterial standard of purity.
The owner/occupisr therefore decided to embark upon a new supply scheme by
harnessing a continucusly flowing spring outerop located on his farm which
was upon analysis found to be a very pure water. This spring water is
lifted by @ small ram chrough a rising main to a new storage reservoir fixed
at a suitable height to give gravitation feed to the farm-house, cow shed
and dairy where designated T.T, milk is produced and wholesaled to Factory.

SCHOQLS

A11 the schools are under the control of
the Cornwall County RBducation Committee. Occasional visits have been made
with regard to the condition and maintenances of sanitary accommodation, and
drainage systems, Scveral of the smaller schools situated in the more
rural area of the district are still provided with obsolete systems of
lavatory accommodation.

STAFE

Until August 1950 the staff of the Hﬂglth
Department consisted of myself and Mr. L., H, Sturtr.dge only, During the

-28-




summer , the post of "Pupil Assistent Sanitary Inspector" was advertised in

. the local press and consequently M. Jacob was appcinted to the position and
commenced his duties in August 1950. The assistance so far received from
him has been wery much appreciated.

17.CONCLUSION

Again I weould like to express my sincere
thanks to the membersof the Council for their consideration and support
throughout the year. Also to Dr. Turner for his invaluable help and advice
at all times, and %o Mr. Saunders, Mr. Iing and Mr. Sturtridge and all other
mecmbers of the Staff for their willing ceo-operation throughout the ycar.

I have the honour %o be,
Your obedient Serwvant,

C. H. WATTS

Senior Sanitary Inspector.
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TABTE NO. 1

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT

e e S S S S e S S

Housing Visits o e e A L sy 156
RB“IHEP{:GtiDHS 'y s ew 'R e 60w TjD
Drainage Vists s P L - SPn Tk
Slaughterhouse Visits Do ir 3 Swerrodewat odde o sebmuth 553
Fﬂﬂlﬂ ShOPS "o "o e L] L] 1:2#3
Food Preparing Premises v bas s cae sa0 ik,
Sh-ﬂ]]ﬂ Aot oaw “en e *o e e 78
Dairies a»d Cowsheds . i “ew ise T 55
Pactorics and Workshers eve . ey . s sue 158
Water Supplies ehe Vot awn wer . R SEEEHISUE
Infectious Disease e sen e sen e 6l
Vermincus Premises i PR »e aa Pt 51
Bats and Mice Destructicn S A s Sant aie 86
Tents Vans and Sheds L A R T 78
Refhse ﬂiSPDSﬂl ' 'R 'RE eaw e Ivl-q
Stables and Piggeries e E e e BaE 33
Petroleum and Carbide S Py e PR - 125
Smoke Observations e “ee Sy i e 0
Theatres & Place of Entertainment ., e i i wait 21
Ice Cream Premises T PRI e

School Inspections ser  eve
Building Licences
Special Visits re-complaints

LR ] LU LN 1D

L L LI L L 16

a8 @ L L ] L LU 65

Poultry House inspections T T oah . wne 25
TOTAL 4,544
TABIF. NO, 2

e e o i

STATUTORY AND INFORMAL NOTICES

- B o o, S W O e (=

The following table shows the action
takun to cecure the abatement of nuisances and the renewal of conditions
dangerous and injurious to health.

Notices No. Served Complied with Works done by the
Council in default

Informal 112 101 Nil

Statutcry 8 3 1

STATUTORY NOTICES SERVED DURTNG THE YREAR

Public Health Act 1936, Section Lk
Housing Act 1936, Section 9
Housing Act 1936, Section 168

=

=50=-



TABLE NO. 3

o

DRAINAGE, SANITARY CONVENIENCES AND MISCELLANEOUS

1. No. houses & premises re-drained “es sas 42
2. Repairs or amendments tc existing drains Raaoosdde 49
3. Drains or gullies unstopped & cleansed e el .88
4, Length in yards stoneware drains laid B ur. 602
5. Manholes provided FEa T 53
6. New manhole. covers 2 BEac ik e | HHD
7o Intercepting traps fixed -y T
8. New gulley traps fixed S | aww B3
Qe Soil pipes & vent shafts fixed B i 25
10. Scit pipes & vsnt shafts repaired "y A . s 4
14, Water tests applied 5o ses 21
12. Smoke tests applied e e
13. Length in yards iron drains laid . 5. 51
14. New W.C. accommodation provided . A L&
15. HNew. W,C, apartments provided 48 M 32
16, New W.C. pedestals provided tes ulhe 63
17« W.C.'s cleansed and repaired e e
18. New flushing cisterns provided sas SR
19. Flushing cisterns repaired R o 7
20, Baths provided »as P 19
21. Sinks provided .Gk ¢ BO
22, llew waste pipes provided e R L]
25, Existing waste pipes trapped e b s 0
2L, Pail closets and/or middens abolished SO g
25- Urinals prﬂvided 1o e L
26, Septic tanks provided o 7
27. Lavatory basins provided. ses e 2
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TABLE NO. 3

(Cont. )
Miscellaneous
1. New roofs provided
2. Roofs repaired
3 Laves gutters renewed or repaired
L, Stack pipes disconnected or repaired
5 Damp walls remedied
6. Ventilation under floors provided
Ts Yards pawved
8. Yards repaired.
= 18 Ploors of rooms repaired
10.  Floors of rooms relaid
11, Rooms cleansed and redecorated
12. lNiew windows provided
13, Windows repaired
14, Plaster of walls or ceiling repaired
15. Doors repaired or renewed’
16. Ventilated food stores provided
17. Staircases provided or repaired
18, Water service pipes repaired
19. Dust bins provided
20. Nuisances - animals
21. Nuiszances - refuse
L Barkehouses cleansed
23, Cowsheds and dairies cleansed
2, Fish Fryers premises cleansed
25, TInsufficient water supply remedied
26. Orates, ranges, copper rencwed or repaired
27. Rooms disirfected
28, Rooms disinfested

L ]

LR

e e

LI

LN

LR

LR

* w9

LR

a8 w

LN

8 8
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LR
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e
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TABLS NO, 4

i

— e Emam w— w m— —

1. Insnéction of dwellinghouses during the year

(a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts). 156

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 630

2. Action under Statutory Powers during the year

(a) Proceedingsunder Section 9, 10 & 16 o' the
Housing Act 1936.
(1) Number of dwellinghouses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
repairs. 1

(ii) Number of dwelling houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal

notice
(a) By Owrers Nil
(b) By Local Authority in default of Qwners 1
(b) Proceedings under Pullic Health Acts L
(¢) Proceedings under Section 11 & 13 of the Housing
Act 1936 Nil
(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act

1936
(1) Number of separate tenements o:' underground
rooms in respect of which closing Orders
were made MNil

3+ Housing Act 1936 - (wvercrowding
(a) Number of dwellinghouses overcrowded at the

end of the year LO
Number of families dwelling taerein 60
Number of persons dwelling therein 230

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reporied
during the year L

(c) Number of ncw cases of overcrowdirgz reliewved
during the year 15

(d) Any other particulars with respect to over- The main problem of two or
crowding conditions upon which the Medical more normal families in one
Officer of Health may consider to report. house still remains and the

only answer would appear to be
a preponderance of 2 bedroom type
houses in future housing schemes as
large individual families suitable
for 3 aad 4 bedroom type houses
are steadily decreasing. The
number of families living under
congested conditions although not
overcrowded in a statutory sense should not
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PREVENTI. N OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

Form FDE/Re1

Report for puriod 31st Merch to 31st December, 1950

NAME OF
LOCAL AUTHORITY ST. AUSTELL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL COUNTY CORNWALL
1. FPREVALENCE OF RATS AND MICE
[ @ Loy, [ Gy o Gl G DR
| |Nusber of properties| in Local tnalysis| of Column|(iv)
i i Authority's Area
E I:.n which infestotionpwms Number infested by
TYPE OF PROFERTY :TE!T;’:.L ;Eft."-tii'ic:ti Other- Recorded Rats x
i | by | wise (Total of
Occupier | dis- | (dii)&(iii)|Major Minor |Mice
! | covered \ onlye.
TOCAL AUTHORITY 'S PROPERTY 16 | 1 = 16 3 sk =
DWELLING HOUSE 7050 | 25 196 221 - 202 19
BUSINESS PREMISES 1550 IS0 15 85 - 82 BT
HGRICULTURAL PROPERTY( app. )250 | 1 - 1 1 = P g
|
TOTAL 8866 | 112 211 323 L 297 22
2. MELSURGS OF CONTROL EY T0C.iL AUTHORITY
, Number of [Number of treatments Block trecatments of
No. of |No. of | Kouices t carried out propertics in different
TYPE OF proper inspc-i scrved By arrange Under occupancics under Scc. 6
PROPERTY ties |ctions under ment with Scction | (1) or by informal
inspec| mnde. | Section 4  |Occupicr 5(1) Asgrecment.
ted, | | ! Number| Surface |hAssociatcd
Myae 4o |1 ral Ton .1" W= T of scwors
;i;tt; poree 1{;1:5 ’;;if“ h;ts EEL Blocks {Number of|Number of
3 7 y scpurate |manholes
occupoanc=| treated,
ies.
LOCAL
AUTHORITY'S 16 59 = - 50 - - -~
PROPERTY
DWELLING
i 221 | 261 - P AL T -
BUSINESS
PREMISES 82 oilul'e § G o P 4
AGRICULTURAL[ : T 1
PROPERTY ¢ N -l i
POTAL 323 | 439 = - |288 |22 |- = 140 L9 | 35




