[Report 1945] / Medical Officer of Health, St Austell R.D.C.

Contributors

St. Austell (England). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1945

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/k9fcy8bm

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













3
1045.

Medical Officer’'s Annual Report.

To the Members of the
St. Austell Rural District Council.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have pleasure in presenting my Annual Report
for the year 1945. You will notice that the Infantile
Mortality Rate, although not quite so low as last year,
is still only half that reported for England and Wales.
There has been a slight decrease in the Birth Rate,
which may be accounted for in part by the accompanying
slight decrease of the population. Fortunately the
Death Rate is also a little lower.

The general health of the District has been good
except for an extensive outbreak of Measles, particularly
in .the western part. There has been a remarkable
freedom from Dipgtheria, no notification nor death has
been reported from this disease.

Various official difficulties and lack of labour
have proved obstacles in the way of speedy provision
of necessary houses, but sites and plans have been
arranged and it is hoped that next year will see many
new buildings erected.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

E. G. ANDREW,
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age, only about 30 of the children were between 5 and
15 years. We have not yet overcome the considerable
apathy which exists among many parents in spite of
posters, leaflets and other advertisements of the desir-
ability of this form of protection.

Measles.

There has been a considerable epidemic of
Measles this year, the largest number of cases having
been reported since 1940, when 501 cases were notified.
This year 408 cases were reported, chiefly in the districts
of St. Dennis and St. Stephens, where nearly half the
cases occurred. There Wd&e also a fair number scattered
in most districts, 38 being notified from Grampound.

In contrast there were very few cases of whooping
cough, only 7 being reported compared with 74 for 1944.

Pneumonia.

There were 13 cases notified and 6 deaths were
reported.

. Erysipelas.

One case was reported but no death occurred.

Opthalmia Neonatorum.
One case was reported, which recovered.

Typhoid.
No case was notified.

Puerperal Causes.

It is pleasing to noté that no deaths occurred
and there was only one notification. The increasing
number of child-births which take place in Maternity
Homes under hygienic conditions lessen the incidence
of these diseases coupled with the care exercised by the
various District Nurses.
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We heartily congratulate Head-Section Leader
W. J. Tregidga on receiving the B.R.C.S. Meritorious
War Service award from H.M. the Queen at Bucking-
ham Palace recently.

POST-WAR HOUSING.

[t is disappointing not to be able to report
greater progress in the erection of the much needed
houses throughout the Rural District but certain
preliminary steps have been taken, sites have been
approved and contracts placed in many cases. We
trust that the coming year will see considerable progress
made in this respect.

[ give below the figures supplied to me by the
Sanitary Inspector - Mr. Lawless.

Sites chosen :—20 in twelve parishes.

Contracts placed :—148 houses on 7 of these
sites,

Total No. of houses planned for sites :—3576.

All sites have to be approved by wvarious
Government Departments and this often occasions
many delays.

Following the Hobhouse Report, the Ministry
of Health has directed that all rural houses must be
surveyed for the purpose of categorization, so that the
local authority may know their full post-war commit-
ments. The survey of this district has been commenced.

It will be seen from the following Reports of
the Council’'s Engineer, Mr. Witham, and of the
Sanitary Inspector, Mr. Lawless, that very considerable
post-war work has been planned for increasing the
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amenities of the District with regard to Water Supplies
and Sewerage. Many of these schemes are very
necessary from the point of view of health and
convenience.

ENGINEER’S AND SURVEYOR’S REPORT.

FUTURE CAPITAL WORKS.

I give for your preliminary consideration a list
of works of a capital nature which would appear to be
necessary in the District.

The list has been compiled partly from definite
decisions of the Council to carry out certain works,
partly from suggestions made by individual members
from time to time and partly from my own observation
of conditions in the District.

It is hoped that this list will form a basis which
by extension, amendment and re-arrangement may
become a definite programme of capital works.

No attempt has been made to arrange the works
in any order of priority as this is a matter to which the
Council will, no doubt, wish to give consideration.

The estimates given are in the majority of cases
only very approximate.

I am, Ladies & Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
R. J. WITHAM,

Engineer & Surveyor.
























