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Health Department,
15, Hatfield Road,
St .Albans.

To the liayor, fldermen and Councillors of the City of St.Albans
and the Chairman and Councillors of the St.:ilbans Rural District
Council.

. Mayor, Mr. Chalrman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my report on the health of the
City of St.ilbans ard the St.Albans Rural Distriect for 1956,

The ineldence of infectious diseases was extremely low, as
will be seen from the detaills supplied in the report. There was,
however, one very dilsturbing feature to which no solution has yet
been found, that is & prolonged outbreak, which 1s not yet over,
of Winter Sickness at one of the schools in the City. I have
commented more fully in regard to it in the City report.

The ilmmunisation rate for Diphtherla and Whooping Cough 1is,
as one would expect with no interruptions from pollomyelitis, very
mich better, in fact the Diphtheria rete is over 100% and the
Whooping Cough rato 94%. It should be realised, of course, that
this 1is due partially to catching up the back lag of immnisations
which had to be postponed in 1955,

To you, Mr. Mayor, Mr. Chairman, Ladles and Gentlemen, I wist
to record my sincere thanks for the consideration and help you hawvy
at 011 times shown to me, and to my staff I wish to record my
sincere thanks for their able and conscientious performance of the
duties.

I am also deeply indebted to the chief clerk, secretary am
staff in the Divisional Health Off ice for their assistance in
proparation of the stetistics for this report and for the many exti
duties carried out by thom during the year, which were actually
outside their Divisional Health Office duties.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servaent,
J. C. SLEIGH,
Modical Officer of Health.
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Section L.
STATISTICS AND SOCIAL COMDITIONS OF THE AREA.

3t .i.lbans St.Albans

Registrar General's estimate of resident City R.D_ 0.

population ... - 46,660 31,540

ﬂ'ran {’-n aGI'BB] L L L ] L L I ] [ N ] 5,129 52,084
Mumber of inhabited houses on the Rate Books:=-

Dwelling Houses aie ose ses Kee 13,935 7,569

Shops with 1iving accommodation . . 312 87

Licensed Premises with living accommodation 76 60

TOTLL 14,323 7,716

BRI RTRIUE  lsse oo ews S e e BALELTES £339,206

Extracts from Vital Statistics

ot.slbans City

M. F, Total
Live Births - Legitimate 375 353 728

Illegitimate 17 16 33
Birth Rate per 1,000 of
the estimated population 16,31
Stillbirths sue s e 10 8 12

Daﬂtha & @ @ - . L B ] 241 E?E 513
Death Rate per 1,000 of

the estimated resident

populetion aes ey 10.99

Deaths from Pregnancy, Child Birth, ibortion

Rate per 1,000
(Total live am
Deaths Stillbirths)

Deaths of Infants Under 1 Year of lige

St.ilbans R,D,.C.

M. . Total
220 220 440

6 = 15
14,453
0 5 10

249 360 609

19.51

Rate per 1,000
(Total live and
Deaths Stillbirths)

1 2.15

I'.!I- F- TOtEll I':'I- Fq TDtal

Legitimate g 3 12 5 4 e]
Illegitimate - - - - - -
Death Rete of Infents under

1 year of age. All Infants

per 1,000 live births il ST 19.78
Combined Rate o B

Neonaetal Death Rate 14,45 8.79
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heart dilsocase, cancebd.

Causes of Death

Tuberculos i1s, respiratory ...
Tuberculos is, other ...
Syphilitic diseases ...
Diptheria .. oo
Whooping Cough o0 ese

Meningococecel infections
scute Poliomyelitis
lieasles

s
-ew
- -
[ ]
-
RN TR

- . LR L ] LI

L
LI ]
L
- w
L A ]
R ]
L

Othor infective and parasitic diseases
Malignant neoplasm, stomach “es
Malignant neoplesm, lung, bronchus
¥alignant neoplasm, breast oo
Malignant neoplasm, uterus .. ...
Othor malignant end lymphatic rneoplasms
Leukaemla, aleukacmia e coe
Diabﬁtaﬂ LB L A LI LI
Vascular lesions of nervous system

Coronary disease, engina
Hypertension e
Other heart dise88e@ see¢ oo
Other circulatory disease «..
Influenza

Pneumonia ...
Erﬂmtlitis T aan

Other dlseases of resgiratory
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum

L L L

L L L

system

Gastritis and enteritis, diarrhoea

Nephritis and nephrosis
Hyperplagsia of prostate

. @

& &

Pregnancy, childbirth and abortion

Congenital malformations ...
Other defined and ill=defined
Motor wehicle accidents
£11 other accidents
S‘licida [ B LB B - a &
Homlicide and opsrations

- @ @
- . LI

LI ]

of war

.
diseases
- » @

[
e &

L

TOTALS

Once again, the

8t.ilbans St.slbans
City R.D.C,
I, T, M. F.
2 1 3 2
= = 1 1
1 - o -
7 8 4 3)

14, 3 7 5)Cacor
- 13 - 6) 182
- 7 - )

o 36 18 17)

1 2 2 g
1 - - 1

22 51 25 47

48 30 42 25)Heart

10 13 7 11)Dis-

18 39 34 77)ecse

20 21 14 30 354

= 2 2 1

17 10 38 60

14 5 1T 14
8, 1 3 2
4 4 A 3
- - 2 o
2 1 3 2
3 - 1 -

- - - 1
2 L 2 4

12 11 23 31
2 3 = 1
5 6 2 5
1 4 - 1

241 272 249 360 1,122

reatest single cause of death was, exclud ing
Heart Disease" was chiefly a normal terminat-

ion of 1ife in old age - something which is inevitable, arnd most of
the354 cases would be more reasonsbly classified as "01d4 ige".
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Vital Statistica, 1956 - England and Wales

Provisional figures based on Quarterly Returns of Reglstrar General,

Live Births (per },000 total population) 16547 3
Stillbirths (per 1,000 total live end still :
births)’ 23.0
Deaths '
i.11 Causes (per 1,000 total prpulation) 11.7
Infants under 1 year (per 1,000 related
iive births) 25.8
linternal Mortality (per 1,000 total live
amd stillbirths) 0.56
Neonatal Death Rate (per 1,000 related live
births) 16.9

This table 1s included to enable comperisons to be made
between local rates and netional rates, but in dealing with the
relatively low nmumbers from which local rates are calculated, one
must be very cautious about drawing conclusions.

Numbor of Deaths and Death Rate from Tuboerculosis end Canoer

1956

The provisional mimbers of deaths and death rates per million
populetion for Englend ard Wales during the yoar 1956 are as follows:

Tumbor Rate |
Mgles Femeles Persons iiales Females Porson
Regspliretory Tuborculosis 5,533 1,318 4,851 164 87 109
Othor Tuberculosis 271 251 522 13 11 12
Cancer of lung ard
bronchus 15,615 2,570 « 18,186 726 111 407
Other Cancer 35,517 41,199 74,516 1548 1780 1668

D
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Section B.

GENER:L PROVIS IONS OF THE HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA

Welfare Centres amd Clinics.

Bricket Wood - The Social Club, Oak Avenue.

Infant ‘'elfare - 2nd and 4th huBsdays 2-4 pm.
(Doctor attends 2nd)

Minor iilments treated batwaen:h.aﬂ and 9am. at Nurses Cottag
139, Mount Pleasant Lane. (Telephone Garston 2183)

Colney Heath - The Pavilinn

Infont Welfere = 1st end 3rd Tuesdays, 2.30 - 4pm. )
Minor «ilments treated in children's own homes or at locel sch

Harpenden - DMemorial Hospital, (Harpenden 3696)

s«nte-Netal (Booking) - 2mnd and 4th Mondays, 2 - 4pm.

40, Iuton Roed, (Harpendsn 40)

Ophthalmic 1st ard S5rd Mondeys, llam - 12 noon.
(By appointment)
Yinor [ilments - \Wednesdays, 9am - 12 noon (Loctor attends)
Speech Therepy - Wedn esdays, 9.30am - 12.30Opm.
Infant Welfare - 1lst and 3rd Wednesdays, 1.45 - 4,30pm.
Dental - liendeys, 2 - 4pm. :
Thursdeys, 10.30am - 12 noon; 2 - 4pm,
(By appointment)

Batford J.M.I. School, Pickferd Hill.

Infent Welfere = 2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 1.45 - 4.30pm,

London Colney - Primary School, Lledander Read.

Minor [ilments = Frideys, 9.30am - 12 noon (Doctor attends
2nd ard 4th)

Infant Welfare -~ Thursdays, 1.45 - 4,.30pm,

Te



Rodbourn - Congregetional Hell

Infant Welfare - 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 2.30 - 4.3Opm.

at Nurse's residence, 18, Bettespol Meadows (Redbourn 251)

St ..lbang - Villaege Hall, Park Street.
Infent Welfare - 2rd and 4th Mondays 1.30 - 4pm.
St. Luke's Hall, Camp Roed. '

Mandeville J.i,I. School
Infent Welfare - 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 2 -4pm.

Margeret Wix Health /nnexe - High Ooks (St.~lbans 56994)

Infant Welfare - LK Wedneadays, 1.30 - 4pm,

Speech Therapy - londeys, 9.30 - 12,30pm.
Thursday 9,30 - 12.30pmn.

Dental - Tuesday a2m, (2rd and 4th in month)¥

: Vigdnesday am.(lst ard 3rd " -

Thursday pm. (weekly)®
Friday am. and pm. (weekly)®
Saturday am., (2lternate)™

¥ By appointment

Wellington Court, Bricket Road (St,ilbans 55002 and 54926)

Immunisation and - liondays, 9am - 12 noon (Doctor attends)
Minor ~ilment
Dental - lerday, Tuesday, Wednesdey, Thursday and
. FT'idE'-F, 9.5ﬂam = 12:5@1]“1-
Scturdeys, 9.302m - 12 noon (alternate)
Monday, Tuosday, Vednesday, Thursdey and
: Friday, 2-5pm.

Orthoptic - Thursday ard Friday, 92m. - l2noon;
2 = 4,350pm,
Ophthalmic = Thursday and Fridey, 10zm - lZ2noon

Monday, 9.30 - 10,30am,

B



Wollington Court - cont'd.

Speech = Tuesdey, 9.30em - 12,30pm.
: Monday, Tuesday, Vednesday and Thursday,
1.30 - 4.30pm)

inte=Natal - Wednesday, 9,30 - 11,30am.

Mondey, 2 - 4,.30pm (Midwives session)
Infant Welfere - Tuesday and Friday 1.30 - 4pm.

(Doctor attends Friday)
Foods 1ssued Tuesday end Friday.

Bricket House, Bricket Road (St.ilbans 55431)

Orthopeedic - Monday, Wednesday Friday, 211 day
. surgeon attends 3rd Wednesday &and 2nd
Friday, pm.)

Osterhills Hospital, Normandy Roed (St.nlbens 52211)

Tuesday 5-7pm; Friday 2-4pm,
Tuesday 5-=7pm; Fpiday 10am - 12noon
Friday, llam.

Tuesday, 2pm. (children)

Mordey, 2pm. (St.xlbans patients)

V.D. (Women)
v JDt (MGH}
Post Netel
Chest Clinic

Hill End Hospital (St.Llbans 55555)

Child Guidance = Monday to Friday, am. amd pm.
Sendridge - The Parish Hall

Infant Weighing - 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 2.30 - 3.30pm.

Minor &#1lments treated between 4 and 5pm. at nurse's residence,
2, Reynnlds Urgscent (St..lbans 54985) or in children's own
hrmes if necassary.

Shunlag
Miner iilments treated at school.

wheathempstead - Mecsd Hall, Eagt Lane

Infent Welfere - 2nd amd 4th Fridays, 2.30 - 4pm.
(Doctor ettends 3pm)

Minor iLilments treated 8.50 - S9am. at Marse's residence,

5, Brewhouse Hill, (Wheethempstead 3123)

9.



Netional Health Service lct,

The Divis lonal idministration of the Health Services
adminstered by the Loeal Health iuthority, the County Council,
continves to work vory smoothly and an increasing amount of
‘detalled administration is being passed out to Divisional Health
Of fices from Hertford.

The records available in the Divisirnal Health Office on
Locel Health futhority work are of the greatest value to me in
my Locel Sanitary suthority (Medical Officer of Health) work,
especlally in whet is my most difficult job, essessing medical
pnints for housing applicatinons.

Every ambulence journey exceeding 50 mliles outwards has to
be sonctioned by me as Divis ionel MNedical Officer, and I can assure
you that the case is investigatod very carefully indeed before
consent is given.

Imbulence ~ervice

I am indebted to Divisinnal Off icer R. Hughes for the following
information:

District of St, &Llbans
Year ending 51st December, 1956

Lppended are details of calls dealt with during the lest
year.

Incrensgse and

. fmbulance Utilicon Total Dgcrease over
1955
fiecidents 614 7 621 - 49
Sudden Illnsss 225 3 228 + 19
Mcternlity 356 - 356 - 63
Removels 9,586 10,262 19,848 - 485

lileago 54,975 - 77,147 132,122 - 4,641

These figures show a slight but very welcome decrease
compared with 1955,

10,



Hospltals.

I em indebted to Mr. E.J., Durgess, Secretary, Mid-Horts.
Group Hospital Man:goment Committee, for the following information:

¥ oy

The allocation of beds 1s as follows:
St, slbans City Hospital.

surgleeal 87
Modieal 66
Orthopaedic 20
Paediatric 25
Chronic Sick 78
Maternity 23
Gynaccological 26
Chest 31
Infectious Diseases 18

Private Wing:

Scctlon 5 Patients 4
Section 4 Beds 6
Total 384

School Medicel Service

This service contimues to work very smoothly, due largely to
the help and cn=operation received from Head Teachers. I have
bean vory impressed by the interest taken by parents and in about
76% nf the examinatinns, one of the parents has been present.

The innovation of calling perents up whon thelr children are
re-examined frllowing & dofect found at a previous exemination
has proved to be very valuable &rd is, I belleve, thoroughly
epprociated by the parents. The attendence of parents at such
examinotions is very good indeed. It was considered that thils
might overload the School Medical Officers, in that it would
possibly take more time to deal with each individual case, but in
practice we find thet by calling the parents we do not have to
call the children so often and this fully balances the apparent
disadvantage.

11,




Milk and Meals in Schools

These are of a very high standard gnd a well worth while
Investment. Washing fucilities appear adequate in most cases and
food preparation rooms and kitchens clean, though space is often
limited,

Health Visiting

There are seventeen nurses doing health visiting in the St.
ilbens Division of Hertfordshire. They are employed for the
visiting of persoms in their homes for the purpose of ‘giving edvice
a8 to the care of young children, old persons, persons suffering
from 1llness and expectant or nursing mothers, and as to the
measures necessary to prevent the spread of infection.

Nurs ing Homes and 0Old People's Homes.

There ere five Reglstered Nursing Homes in this area, and
nine Reglstered Old People's Homes. Ill are regularly inspected.

Section C.

SL:NITERY CIRCUMSTI.NCES OF THE 4REA

Weter Supplies

See Chief Public Health Inspector's Report.

Dreinege ond Sawarege

S8ce Chief Public idealth Inapector's Report.

Swimming Baths

The public swimming baths in the area - one in the Clty and
two in the Rural Distriet = have at all times been well meintained,
Contimious filtration and chlorination is carried ocut at all three
and the bacteriological results which are checked frequently
throughout the summer, have proved very satisfactory.

12,



Public Baths

These have been going now for over four years and un-
doubtedly provide a much needed service. I have always emphasized

thet this service is a Public Health Service apnd camot be expected to

be financielly self- supporting, but the increesing numbers using
the baths suggest that the gap betwesn income and e penditure will
decrease but it will, I am sure, never close. To put up the charges
would, I feel sure, increase not decrease the gap.

Kertuari

The following bodies were removed to the mortuary:-
ndu}.t - ME].E’S s @ ] 8@ 51
Fﬂ’mﬁl'ﬂﬂ L] LA L EB

CHild.I'Eﬂ - MLLIGS & o om e @ '] '3
Females . sos ses 1

Mamber of Post Mortems ... sas 08

Generael Nutrition

Poor nutrition is rare and often is the result of fussing
parents indulging in food fads. Underweight children often are
of small birth weight, or have smll parents.

Mursing in the Home.

The District Mursing Sisters ere availlable for all cases
of domiciliary nursing which includes Midwifery and General Nursing
eand in 211 cases where there is 1llness in the home and where a
request 1s made porsonally or at the request of the doctor in
ettendance.

Home Help Service

This service is administered by the Herts County Council
and provides domestic help for households where such help is
required owing to the presonce of any person who is ill, lying-in,
an expecctant mother, mentally defective, aged, or a child not over
school age within the meaning of the Education Act, 1944.

The Organiser, who 1s & member of the Divis fonal Health
Of fico staff, roceives requests from doctors, health visitors,

13,
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midwives, hospital almoners and welfare organisations, but these
requosts must be bocked up by & medical or marse's cortificate.
No-one is denioé heip on financial rcunds aend every case can be
&8808s2d according to ths fomily incunmoc.

The sorvice is proving extremely popular. So mch 5 0,
in fact, that we are uneble to provide a1l the home help that is
desired because wo cannot get sufficient mumbers of Home Helps,
This is perticularly difficult in the period Christmas - Easter
when, of course, illness is at its height and one mist romember thet
1llness affocts Home Helps as well as other members of the
commnity.

Sectlon D,

HOUSING

Rehousing is still the greatest problem confronting the
two Councils. Both use a points schewme and in addition, all
certificates from medical practitionors requesting priority for
eny of their patients are submitted to me as Medical Officer of
Health., I have the power to allocate additional points on medical
grounds without disclosing my rcason for doing so, In extremc
cases I also have the power of giving absolute priority, but this
power I am very unwilling to usc as, of course, if this power were
egbused it would ruin the whole points scheme, with which T am
completely in favour.

. The duty thus imposed on me is a wvery difficult one,
and T have no doubt that on occasions I shall make mistakes, but
I cen assurc both Councils thet I shall do my utmost to meke their
hous ing schome work ss fhirly as is humanly possible, bearing in mind
the very large and urgent demend for houses.

Points are allotted indeopendently of me for such conditions
as overcrowding, ctc. T thercfore never give points for conditions
which alrecady attract points under the Housing points scheme,

5 I werned both Councils at the time, additional houses

have hed to be added to those given in the report of last year to
the Minister,

1";:.



scection E.

INSPECTION ~ND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Food Folsoning Outbreaks

Organisms or other | Foods involved | -

Total MNn. No. of | No. Of | ngonts responsible | with no. of ou

of Cases I Deaths with no. of out- breaks of each.
Outbreaks | breaks of ocach L
SR — 1 :

j 32lmonella Tyohi-
& 5 l % ! marium 3 o
! Unknown 2

Lfter most careful investigation it was impossible to
trece the cause of theso cases contracting food poisoning. This
is only to be expocted in dealing with such smell numbers.

Saction F.

PREV.LENCE OF »ND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES
Notifieble Discases (Othor than Tuberculosis) during 1956

St .LAlbans City St .,£A1bans R.D.C,

Notified Deaths Notified Deaths
Scarlet Fover 29 - 3l -
Whooping Cough 37 - 24 -
Measles 44 - 46 -
Pnoumonia 14 - 2 -
Erysipelsas 10 - 6 -
Food Polisoning 2 - ] -
Infective Hepetitis x - o) -
Puerperal Pyrexia 3 - - -
Moningococecal Infection - - - -
Poliomyolitis (Peralytic) - - - -

* (Non Parclytic) 1 - - -
Dyscentory - - 1% -
t.cute Encephalitis - - - -
Typhold Feovor. 1 - 3 -

15.




Tuberculosis

Cases on Register at 31st December, 1956

Pulmonary Non Pulmonary Total
Male Femalo Male Female

St.Albans City 199 (186) 111 (107) 25 (26) 16 (19) 351 (338)
St.Albans R.D, 148 (134) 119 (108) 12 (13) 22 (20) 301 (275)

Totals 547 (320) 230 (215) 37 (39) 38 (39) 652 (613)

Figures at 31.12.55 are in brackets

The increcases are, I believe, due to more intensive
search for cases, e.g., Mass Rediography, and the better co-operation
of other Local huthorities in notifying to us their cases mov ing
into our district. I do not think the discase 1s, in fact,
increasing.

Smallpax

Thore were no cases during 1956

Vece ination

: The following figuros obtained from the Divisional Health
Off ice relate to the St.ilbans Division, which comprises St.ilbans
City, St./lbans R.D.C., Harpenden U.D,C. and Elstree R,D.C,

umber of persons Vaccinated (or Re-vaccinated) during 1956:
kge at 31st Deccmber Under 1 1 2-4 5=14 15 & over Total

Mumber vaccinated 1,157 - 94 38 35 20 1,344
Number rc-vaccinated - - 12 24 83 119
Number of cascs specially repsrted during period (age

groups as above) NIL
Mamber of births registercd for the St.Llbans Division 1,935
Primary vacclnation rate per 1,000 births 69.6

Of the total mumber of primary vaccinations (1,344), 569 were
done et County Council Clinics.

16,



The primary vaccination rate of 69.5 per 100 births is
quite good, but 1t could bo better.

I strongly advoeate vaccinstion before the age of 1 year
When tho risks involved are negligivble. Many people in later life
find thoy mst beé vaccinated oither to travel abroad or take up
Some employment where vaccination is insisted upon. The risks in
vaccination in leter years aro much groater, except when primary
vacelnation hes been done in infaney.

The great increaso in air travel has alsn increased the
risk »f smallpox being brought into the country, as a case may be
infected in, cay, Egypt or India, and be here before the onset of
the disease, whereas previously, by surface transport, the time
involved in the Journey ensured that the disease became apparent
before landing in the United Kingdom,

Diphtheris

There were no cases reported in 1956

Imminisation against Diphtheria

The following figures obtained from the Divisional Health
Office relate to the St.slbans Division, which comprises St.slbans
City, St.slrans R.D.C., Harpenden U,D,C. and Elstres R.D.C.

Nunter of children who completed Total number of children
& full course for primary who were given a secondary
Immunisation in the tathority's or re-infore ing inject ion
erea (including temporary (L.0., subsecuont to a
residents) in 1956 complete fuil course)
l.ge st date of final injection:

Under 5 8 =.18 Total

1,866 94 1,960 1,131
Number of births registered for the same aresa : 1,935
Primary imminisation rate per 100 births 101.3

17,




The mumbers shown inelude 1,648 childron who roceived primary
combined Whooping Cough - Diphtheria immunisation injections, and
312 children who received re-inforcing combined injections.

Whooping Cough

The following figures obtained from the Divisionel Health
Office relate to the St.:ilbens Divis ion, which comprises St...lbans
City, St.ilbens R.D,C., Herpenden U.D.C. and Elstree R.D.C.

Number of children who completed & full course for
Primary Immunisation in the ALuthority's area, (including
temporary residents) in 1956

ige at date of final injection Total
Under 5 5 = 15
1,770 43 1,813

Primary Immnisation rate - 93.,7%

These figures include 1,648 children who received a
primory lmmunisation with a combined Whooping Cough - Diphtheriea
vacc ineo.

Soverel cases of Whooping Cough have occurred in children
who have been lmmunised, but all such cases have been very mild
indoed. We do not claim thet whooping cough immunisation prevents
whooplng cough to anything like the extent that diphtheria
imminisation prevents diphtheria, but it will prevent altogether
the disease in many cases and in others, turn what is a very long,
digtress ing and somotimes fetal disease into what could fairly
be called a "Minor Lilment"

i. report of the ledical Research Council early in 1957
suggests that there is a danger of converting a non-paralytic
case of poliomyelitls into a paralytic ons by using either the
combined Diphtheria - Whooping Cough vaeccine or an Llum Precipitated
vaccine (L.P.T.) for Diphtheria. We are thercfore, with very
great regret, having to stop the use of the cnmbined vaccine and
2lso of .i..P.T, for Diphtheris inoculstions. This means that the
total mmber of injections goes up from three to five and I do
hope that this will not rosult in & serirmus fall in the immnisa-
tion ratec for both Whooping Cough ermd Diphtheria, The present
rates usi ng the combincd vacecine are very satisfactory .
(Diphtheria 101% of the total births, anmd Whooping Cough 94/5)
The 101% is edmittedly & rather freak figure, due to catching up
the back lag of 1955 when immnisations were held up by the
prevalence of polisomyelitis.,
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REPORT OF' THE SHIIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR.

Council Offices,
43, Upper Lattimore Road,
ST, [LBANS.

May, 1957.
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentl men,

I have much pleasure in presenting my report
for the year 1956,

WATER SUPFLIES.

The water supplies of the area continue to receive close
attention and a total of seventy-one samples were sent to the
Public Health Service Laboratories at Luton for bacteriological
examination,

Seven Water Undertakers supply in the St. Albans Rural
District, namely =-

The Barnet District Water Company,

The Colne Valley Water Company,

The Herpenden Water Company,

‘Borough of Hemel Heompotead,

Rickmansworth and Uxbr.odge Valley Water Company,
St. Albans Rural Distriot Council,

The St, Albans Waterwo:.cs Company.

In addition, emch of thc .following seven bodies provide .
an efficient piped supply to ti.e dwelling houses on their Estate. -

All Saints Convent, Lonion Colney,
Childwickbury Estate,

Gorhambury Estate and adjecent Crown Lands (plant
operated by the Crown Commissioners),

Hanstead Estate, Bricket Wood,
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HOUSING.

v 2% Number of represcntations made to the
Local Authority with a view to the

making of demolition or closing orders 3.
2 Number of demolition or closing orders

made -

(a) demolition orders 33,

(b) closing orders 3.

¥ Number of houses in respect of which
an undertaking was accepted under
‘8ub=gsection 3 of Section II of the
Housing Lct, 1936 1,

L. Nunber of houses demolished 13.

On the 31st December, 1955 the following three houses,
which are the subject of demolition or clearance orders, were
being used under licence for human habitation:-

9, Park Lane, Colney Heath.

Two wooden cottages ot Lower Gustard
Wood, Wheathampstead.

Council Houses.

Statistics prepared by liss Sharpe, the Council's Housing
Officer, are shown in Jppendix I.

Moveable Dwellings.

Statistical Table in respcct of moveable dmlllngﬂ in the
distriot is given in Lppendix II.

NUISANCES.

Sixty six complaints of alleged nuisances were rececived
and suitable action taken. In no case was it found necessary
to serve a statutory notice to secure abatement.
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REPLACRMENT OF PAILCLOSETS BY WATTRCLOSETS,

The Council continued their |olicy of making econtributions
under Section 47 of the Public Health Act, 1536 towards the
expenses reasonably incurred by the owners of buildings in the
execution of necessary works in com sction with the replacement
of pailclosets by waterclosets,

During the year, 84 pailclosets werc replaced. Replace-
ments during each of the proceding five years wore as follows:—

1955 see 32,
1954 “es 37
1955 ‘es 75
1952 ces 5
1951 ses 52,

RODENT CONTROL,

Statistics in respect of Rodent Control are shown in Appendix
III.

REGISTRATICNS UNDER SECTION I OF T¥" FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955.

Fifty premises arc registere’ in connection with the
wanufacture or sale of ice cream and preserved food étc, Of
these, forty arc registered for the sale of ice cream and two
are rogistered for both the manufaciure and sale of ice oream.

Fron the tota¥ figurcs in Appendix VI of this report, it will
be noted that the wial number of focd premises in che distius
iﬂ EDD-
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MTILK,

The following table givus details of current registrations
under The Milk and Dairies Reg lations, 1949.

MILK /ND DAIRIES REG

\TIONS, T 9.

Premises registered

Persons carrying on the trade of Milk :
Distributors elsewhcere than at or from a

Dairy Farm,

Dairy promisas

From shops in

From premises

From premlses

other than | the St. 41bons | within the St.|outside the
Dairy Form,. ! Rursl District.| Albans Rural |38t. Albans
" District not | Rural Districts
being shop
premises. ks
1l l 5 5 3 J

The following tables give details of licences granted
under the Milk (Spocial Desimnation) (Rew Milk) Rogulations,
1949 and the Milk (Special Dosignation) (Pasteurised and
Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949.

THE MILK(SPECIAL DESIGNATICH) (RAW MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949.

Dealers' licences authorising the
use of the Special Designation
"Tuberculin Teated"

Supplementary licences author-
ising the use of the Speeial
Desismmation "Tuberculin Tested"

5

9

-

THE MIIX (SPECIAL DESIGN.TION (PASTEURISED AND STERILISED MILK)
TEGULLTIONS "‘Ig,,‘s"—“'—‘, 3

authorising the

Dealers' licences

upplementary licences
puthorising the use of

Dealers' licen-

upplement—

gces authorising Jpry licences

use of the Special fthe Special Designation|the use of the uthorising
Desimation "Pasteurised" Special Designa= fthe use of
"Pasteurised" tion "Sterilised'jthe Special
Dosignation
"Sterilised"
7 8 6 6




LEAT 17 3.750T IaK,

The slaughter of cattle, valves, sheep and pigs for
huran consumption is carried out at two licensed slaughterhouses
and details of the total number of animals slaughtered thereat .
during the year and of the condcrmations are given in the
following table. A one hundred per cent inspection was main—
tained throughout,

I am indebted to Mr. R. E- & Y m:ﬂ, Chief Public Hﬂalth
Inspector, City of St. 4Albans and his staff for co-operating
in these duties,

The slaughter of horses for human consumption is carried
out at a licensed slaughterhouse at London Colney.
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CARCASES fND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMVED, 1IN WHOLE OR IN PART FOR
THE YE/R 1950,

Cattle

excluding

Cowa.

Cows

Calves

Sheep
and
Lambs

Pigs

Horses,

Numbor killed

1786

183

673

2232

1650

/5

Number inspected

1786

183

673

ke

4,650

75

Lill diseages except Tuber-
oulosis and Cysticerci.

Whole carcases condemned

Oarcases of whioh some part
or organ was condemned

Parnantage of the nu:n'ber
inspected affected wiin
discase other than
tuberculosisg and Cysticerci

=

29

79

Ly 4.5

16.%

o440

1.27

1.78

18-5

Tuberculosis only:

Whole carcases condemned

Carcases of which some part
or organ Was condemned

Percentage of. the number
inspected affected affocted
with tuberculosis

17

37

3.81

9.29

0,15

0.06

ﬂ.m

Cysticercosis.

Carcases of which some part
or.organ was condermed

Carcages submitted to.
treatment by refrigera=-
tion.

Generalised and tota 11;;
condemned
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PUBLIC EAISING.

Public Cleansing is carried nut by direct labowr, The
work includes refuse collection, nightsoil colleotion and cess=
. pool emptying, :

REFUSE COLLECTIQN /ND DISPOSAL.

Refuse collection is carried out by three teams of .
ocollectors., Two of these teams operate with 25 cubic. yards
Dennis "Paxit Major" vehicles and the remaining team operates
with a 19 oubic yards side-loading vehicle, The side~loading
vehicle operates over the more sparsely populated parts of the
distriot. Resorve vehicles are maintained to permit of regular
servioing and to meet emergencies,

In June, 1955 an incentive bonus scheme was put into
oporation, It was introduced in the hope and belief that it
would attract end hold a lebour “orce sufficient to meintain a
wookly refuse collection scrvice and, in spite of some early
difficulties, the schemc has operated sucoessfully. It has
made a once=wockly collootion novsibla, has not inoroased the
unit cost per collection. 108 ensured econony in transport
UWBLS Leaauag of +hs incroascd output poer vehicle, has reduced
overtime o a minimum and has discuuraged absentceism., At
the beginning of the year, a colle-tion was being made from
7,98, premises but, owing to building development, this had
inoreased to 8,541 at tho ond of tie Yyecr. Of 8,527 of theso
premises, the organisation was on ‘he basis of = once=-weekly
collection and, in the case of the ~omaining fourtoen premises,
the organisation wes on the basis o a once=fortnightly
ocolleotion, :

NIGHTSOIL COLLECTION,

Nightsoil emptying equipment is fitted to onc of our
Dennis cesspool emptiors and the work is carried out during
normal daylight working hours with & drivor-loader and one mate.
The men engaged on it are paid a plus rate of one shilling per
hour in respect of the hours engaged thereon. -

Fails arc cleansed at 170 dwelling houses. This figure
shows a reduction of 110 or 39,29% compared with the figure at
the Jlst Decomber, 1955 and a reduction of 311 or 6Ly, 66%
comparod with the figure at 3lst December, 1951,
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