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St. Albans
RARural District Council,

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

AND

SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR

FOR THE YEAR 1945

ST. ALBANS

PrinteED By H. A. Ricnarpson, Lrn., 5 Hicn STREET.

1546,



To the Chairman and Members of the

St. Albans Rural District Council.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

We have the honour to present to you our Annual

Report for the year 1945.

General Statistics.
Area (acres), 32,084.
Population (estimated), 23,810.
Rateable Value, £170,341.
Sum represented by penny Rate, £680.

Vital Statistics.

Deaths nnder 1 Year
per 1000 Births
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Mortality Table.

Cavuses oF DEATH.

Typhoid and Para.t;,-p‘!mlcl l ever
Diphtheria

Tuberculosis of HESPI[‘-:I.[DI].' byﬁlem

Other forms of Tuberculosis
Syphilitic Diseases ... ™
Influenza o g
Measles .

Lm:ephalu:a lelharglc:a
Cancer

Intracranial "Jah:_uidr Iesmns
Heart Disease ...
Other Circulatory D:ms i
Bronchitis i T
Frneamonia HE
Other Kespiratory Dmeases
Uleer of Stomach or L‘luudeuum
Idiarrheea, &ec. (under 2 years)
Appendicitis ... v
Other Digestive l)EsE-a.sE:,
Nepliritis

Fuerperal Sepsis, &c. ...
Premature Birth

Congenital Malformation
Suicide ... v
Accidents

Other Violent Causes...
Cerebrospinal Fever ...
Whooping Cough e i
Scarlet Fever
Diabetes..

.#.]I other Ea.uses
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Infant Mortality.

Of the 14 deaths of infants under one year 8 were
due to Premature Birth and Cungenital Defects.

Notification of Infectious Diseases during the Year.

INsEASES,

Diphtheria
Scarlet Fever
FPneumonia ...

Erysipelas ...
Op{?ﬂ?:lmia Neonatorum ...

Puerperal Pyrexia ...
Sonne Dysentery .
Cerebro Spinal Fever
Whooping Cough
Measles .
FPoliomyelitis...
Pulmonary T B. ..
Non-Pulmonary T.1.

Tatal

Cases NMotified.
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Cases admitied to
Haospital.

e ——

17

The outbreak of Sonne Dysentry occured in an

Institution.
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Tuberculosis.
i I MNew Cases, | Deaths,
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| M. F. M. F. M. F. M. ¥
1 1 1 1 i e
b " 1 il i3 e
10 e 2 T ok wia
15 2 2 1 =T e ! 1
a0 5 4 z | 3 1
25 8 1 | 3 ,
36 1 1 1 i =
45 8 [ = [P % :
58 1 | [ F 5
65 1 | :
Totals...| 16 | ¥ , 5 6 4 &

Diphtheria Immunisation.

During 1945, 300 children were immunised against
Diptheria. 53 of these children were between the ages
of 5 and 15 years, and 247 under school age.
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Sanitary Administration.

Disinfection and Disinfestation,

Thirty-two rooms were disinfected following cases of
infectious diseases. Seven houses were treated for the
eradication of bed-bugs. Three houses were fumigated
upoen being vacated by evacuated families and one upon
being vacated by a tenant who kept an excessive number
of domestic animals.

Nuisances.

Two hundred and fifty-eignt complaints of alleged
nuisances were lodged and, of these, two hundred and
eight were satisfactorily dealt with by informal action,
leaving fifty outstanding at the end of the year. In two
other cases it was found necessary to serve abatement

notices.

Moveable Dwellings.

At the end of the year fourteen licences issued under
the provisions of Section 269 of the Public Health Act,
1936, were in operation.

There are indications that, because of the acute
housing shortage and the demobilisation of Service per-
sonnel, numbers of people, and particularly recently-
married couples, are purchasing trailer-caravans for
occupation until such time as houses become available.
The position will require to be carefully watched in order
to prevent the development of conditions which might
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become prejudicial to health or to the amenities of the
district and also to ensure that anything in the nature of
permanent camps are not established.

Housing.

The report on Rural Housing prepared by a Sub-
Committee of the Central Housing Advisory Committee
under the Chairmanship of Sir Arthur Hobhouse stated
that “ an essential step preliminary to any long-term
programme should be a thorough and comprehensive
survey of housing conditions in every rural district in
England and Wales. By this means only can the full
extent of the problem be known and adequate pro-
grammes drawn up for repairs, reconditioning and new
building ”* and recommended that * the survey shonld be
directed to the classification of every working-class house
in the district according to the standard of accommoda-
tion and amenities provided and its state of repair.” The
Committee further recommended that in each County
there should be set up a Joint Committee charged, inter
alia, with the duty of formulating more uniform standards
for demolition, reconditioning and repairs.

In Circular 64/44 dated 24th May, 1944, the Minister
of Health indicated his acceptance, in general, of the
recommendations in the Hobhouse Report and, in due
course, a Joint Advisory Committee was set up in the
County of Hertfordshire. This Committee decided that
all Rural houses in the County of £20 rateable value and
under should come within the scope of the survey, It
also drew up a ‘standard of fitness’ against which all
the houses to be surveyed should be measured and
classified.
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The survey in the St. Albans Rural District com-
menced on the 1st April, 1945, and the following state-
ment indicates the progress made up to the 3lst
December, 1945 :—

No. of Houses E ! ity Categories
in Parish g | 2%
Parish & | oz =
W E.V. B iy
LRV Quer | = SE|l | 8| & [ 8
: under |£20R-V. 2 ' I
Wheathampsiead ..., 716 188 716 | .. 407 | 218 | . g1
Sandridge .| 856 1T | oseed o | oan | e . 42
Colney Heath .| 638 | 163 | 638 | .. | 442 | 128 | .. | 73
|
London Colney ..| 786 133 526 | 260 | 484 | 85 | .. a7
Redbourn | 708 180 708 | .. e
St. Stephen’s  ...| 1129 831 R iy -t ) (R -
St. Michael's .. 189 50 65 74 56 N e 2
Harpenden Rural ... 59 52 591 . 81 1 5 e L 7
1 v (v ol Bliag
Totals .. 3526 1279 | 2360 | 2166 1611 | 807 .. | 242
| | |
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In order to obtain a picture of the immediate
housing needs of the district particulars were gathered
during the survey of cases of vvercrowding and also of all
cases where families or married persons are now living
as sub-tenants or part occupiers and who require houses
of their own. The following figures give this informa-
tion in respect of those parishes in which the survey had
been completed at the end of the year :—

No. of Cases No. of Con-
Paiisls Nao. of Cases of where Sub- demned Houses
" Overcrowding | temants require | occupied under
Houses Licence
Wheathampstead... 11 68 T
Sandridge - 30 8
Colney Heath .| [ BO 2
|

Harpenden Rural...| 2 5 i

Water.

82.88 per cent of the dwelling-houses in the area
are supplied from waterworks. Of these 95.91% are
supplied from the works directly to the houses and the
remaining 4.09% by means of standpipes. The supply is
constant in every case, the quality of the waters is satis-
factory and there is no evidence that they are liable to
have plumbo-solvent action.  The following table shows
the number of houses served by each undertaking which
supplies in the District ;—
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For a considerable period concern has been felt
regarding the inadequacy of the supplies to certain local-
ities which depend principally on wells. Accordingly, and
as a preliminary step towards the submission of schemes
for the provision of adequate supplies, a report was pre-
pared in November, 1943, showing the unsatisfactory
position at Tyttenhanger Green and Sleapshyde in the
Parish of St. Peter Rural, at Amwell and Bower Heath
and at Nomansland in the Parish of Wheathampstead,
and at Old Bricket Wood in the Parish of St. Stephen’s.

Milk.

There are 57 registered Cowsheds in the District
located as follows :—

Parish.

Harpenden Rural 3
Redbourn 12
St. Michael's Rural 4
St. Peter's Rural

St. Stephen’s Rural 12
Sandridge 11
Wheathampstead e ¥ 9

Total 57

Throughout the year we co-operated in the work con-
nected with the National Milk Testing and Advisory
Scheme by taking samples from producer-retailers. In
all one hundred and four samples were submitted to the
Laboratory at Winches Farm, Hatfield Road, St. Albans.
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The following licences are in force under the Milk
(Special Designations) Orders, :—

Designation. No. Licensing Authority.
Tuberculin Tested Milk ... 15 ... County Council,
(Production of)
Accredited Milk ... ... 15 ... County Council.

(Production of)

Supplementary Licence re-
specting the sale of
Tuberculin Tested Milk ... 5 ... Sanitary Authority.

Supplementary Licence re-
specting the sale of Pas-
teurised Milk ... ... 4 ... Sanitary Authority.

Meat Inspection.
During the year 11,053 animals were slaughtered by

the Ministry of Food at the Government Slaughterhouse,
Sandridge. Details are as follows :—

Beasis, Calves, Sheep, Pigs.
Carcases inspected ... 4,130 1,325 5,200 398
Condemnations.
S 3 [ p S 5= 5.
bl 8| g | 5|24 BiLis
[y o = oo
8| &° w | A a & “’E"’
Beasts...| 52 81 407 G600 675
Calves...| & a T 1948 1bs.
Sheep ...| 4 7 12
Plgs .. 4] .. 18 9 T

Your obedient servants,

Davip ]. GRaHAM, M.R.San.I,, M.S.1.A,,
Senior Sanitary Inspector.

Council Offices,
43 Upper Lattimore Road,
St. Albans, Herts.

3rd April, 1946.









