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Infant Mortality during the Year 1937.
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Yaccination.

The following figures are given for the twelve months
ending June 3oth, 1937, and have been supplied to me by
Mr, Seabrook, the Vaccination Officer :—

During this period there were 573 children born in the
City, 16 of whom died in infancy without being vaccinated.

Of the remaining 557 only 156 have been vaccinated, that
is, 28 per cent.

Forty-three have gone away from the District before being
vaccinated and in 8 cases vaccination has been postponed.

350 Conscientious Objection Certificates were granted.

No primary vaccinations or re-vaccinations have been per
formed under the Small Pox (Prevention) Regulations, 1g17.

Hospitals, Nursing arrangements and

other Institutions available for the District.
(1) St. Albans and Mid Herts Hospital and Dispensary

Church Crescent, St. Albans. Matron: Miss D. Mason.

Supported by Endowments, Voluntary Contributions,
Fees from or in respect of Patients.

A General Hospital for Accidents, Medical and Surgical
Cases, Contains an Operating Theatre and X-Ray Plants,

Accommodation about 5o beds.

Staff : Eight Hon. Medical Officers besides Hon. Con-
sulting Surgeons, Hon. Dental Surgeon, Hon. Radioligist,
Hon. Psychiatrist, and a Resident House Surgcon.
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The County Council also retain a Staff of Consultant
Specialists who periodically visit the Infirmary.

Master : Mr. E. S. Green.

Matron and Superintendent Nurse: Mrs: L. ]. Green,
with a Staff of twelve trained Nurses, twenty-one assistant
Nurses, three Male Nurses, and six trainee Nurses.

Other accommodation for aged persons, etc.: 120 beds.

(4) The St. Albans District Nursing Association, Bricket
{ouse, St. Albans. Superintendent: Miss E. S. King.

Supported by Voluntary Subscriptions, Grants from the
County Council and other Public Bodies, and profits from
the Nursing Home, for which purpose part of the building
known as Bricket House is reserved.

This Association, which is affiliated to the Herts County
Nursing Association and Queen's Institute of District
Nursing, provides for the General and Midwifery Nursing
of the Sick Poor in their own homes, throughout the City
and immediate neighbourhood.

Staff: Miss King (Superintendent), Miss Comber
(Assistant Superintendent), three Midwives, four District
Nurses, one Health Visitor and one Nurse for Schools,
Clinics, etc.

Last year 230 Maternity Cases were nursed, to which some
4,905 visits were paid, and 1061 General Cases were nursed, to
which some 14,169 visits were paid and 1,940 casual visits.

1,610 Ante-Natal visits were also paid.

This Association also undertakes the Health Visiting,
School Nursing, &c., for the County Council.

The following is a record of the work of the Health
Visitor and Queen’'s Nurses, besides weekly attendances at
the School Dental Clinic, Child Welfare Centre, Tuberculcsis
Dispensary, and Ante-Natal Clinic.
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Public Elementary Schools.

There are 14 Public Elementary Schools in the City, of
which 4 are Church of England Schools, 1 1s a RKoman
Catholic School and g are County Council Schools.

The heating ol many of these schools leaves much to be
desired.

Free milk was recommended for some oo children attend-
ing these schools.

The co-operation given by the Inspector of the National
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Childien has been
most valuable during the year.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre
(Herts County Council) St. Albans.

This Centre has been held regularly on Wednesday
afterncons throughout the year in the premises at Welling-
ton Court The Ante-Natal Clinic is held every Tuesday in
each month from 10 to 12 am.

The object of the work has been, as heretofore, the im-
provement and maintenance of the health and general
nutrition of the children.

All cases of illness are referred to their own doctor or
to a hospital for treatment.

The actual numbers at the Centre in 1937 are as follows:

Number on register :—
Expectant mothers, 144.
Children (under 5), 724.

Number of attendances :—

Expectant mothers (consultation with doctor) 534.

Children seen by doctor, 1,046.

4,303 attendances. :

Average weekly attendance, 85 children.

Number of deaths among these children, 2.

Number of children who have been referred to the Ortho-
padic Clinic, 17.

Fifty-four mothers and 70 children were referred to the
Dental Clinic.
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(2) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit saa NI

E.—Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing
Act, 1925:—
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs i
(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were ren
dered fit after service of formal notices :—
(a) by owners s Nil
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners ... Nil
(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders became operative in pursuance
of declarations by owners of intention to close Nil

F.—Proceedings under Sections 11, 14, and 15 of
the Housing Act, 1925:—

(r) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made wi . Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-
houses having been rendered fit v Nil

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made v Nil

(4) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders v N

Adoptive Acts.

The following Acts or parts of Acts have been adopted

- Siso Adopted by 5f. Albans
in the City : : City Conncil.
The Public Libraries Acts. jrd May, 1878,

The Baths and Wash-houses Acts, 15th May, 1889,
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Defects Remedied and Sanitary Improvements

Carried Out.

The defects and nuisances remedied or abated were 3467,
and 564 preliminary notices were served in connection

therewith.

In addition to these notices the abatement of insanitary
conditions is effected by an interview with those directly

concerned.

The following summary gives particulars of work car-

ried out as a result of inspections :—
Houses inspected

Preliminary Notices served

Statutory Notices served

Walls, damp and defective, remedied
Roofs, spoutings and downpipes repaired
Floors, walls and ceilings repaired

Houses cleansed

Walls and ceilings cleansed

Windows and sash cords repaired
Windows made to open

W.C.'s repaired
Cisterns and flushing apparatus repaired...
Drains repaired and unstopped
Ventilating and waste pipes repaired
Sinks and water supply provided ...
Coppers and copper fireplaces repaired ...
Grates or stoves remedied ...

Dustbins, dust receptacles, defective, remedied ...

Yards, paving repaired
Miscellaneous

Cesspools emptied ...
Samples of water taken from wells

. 1485

564
2
211
494
482
27
233
390

101
143
135
28
65
56
13
197
71
71
683
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Public Cleansing.
(@) Cesspools.
A large number of houses in the added areas are served by
cesspools, as are also some of the older houses in the * Fleet-
ville " area.

Prior to the 1st April, 1937, a charge of 15/- for the first
load, and 7/6 for each additional load, was made for the ser-
vice of emptying. Since that date, however, no charge has
been made where no sewer is available.

During the year six hundred and eighty-three cesspools re-
ceived attention, and an amount of £ 140 was received for this
service.

Sewerage is being proceeded with in the added areas, and
work in some of the districts is already complete.

(b) Pail Closets.

About one hundred and twenty houses in the added areas
have pail closets, and these are emptied twice weekly.

Corporation Housing Estates.
Sixty-four inspections were made of houses on the Cor-
poration Housing Estates as to general conditions and

cleansing.

Reports were sent to the City Surveyor, and repairs and
decorations have been carried out where required.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919.

During the year eighty-five visits were made to premises
in respect of complaints received. These visits were made
in conjunction with Mr. J. Dubbin, the County Rat Officer.
Advice was given as to the best means of eradicating the
pests, and also with a view to prevention, involving re-
pairs of premises affected.
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Common Lodging Houses.

At the end of the year there were four Common Lodging
Houses in the City. These were visited periodically and
found to be in good condition.

No new houses were registered during the year and the use
of one was discontinued.

Offensive Trades.

Three classes of Offensive Trades are carried on in the
City, namely, Marine Store Dealer, Edible Fat Refiner,
and Frying of Fish.

The trade of fish frying is carried on at ten establish-
ments, that of rag and bone merchant at two estab-
lishments, and fat refining at one establishment.

Two application to establish fish-frying businesses were
refused during the year. One existing business was enlarged
and modernised.

Regular inspections of these premises have been made,
and in most instances the premises were found to be well
maintained. Necessary cleansing was carried out as a
result of verbal intimation in three cases.

Cinemas and other Places of Public
Entertainment.

By a Ministry of Health Circular issued in 1920, Sani-
tary Authorities are required to give particular attention
to premises holding a licence for music, dancing, etc,,
special regard being given to sanitary conveniences,
dressing rooms, ventilation, and means of escape in case
of fire.

There are in the City three Cinemas, and some twelve
balls used for dances, concerts, billiards, etc.

A number of visits have been made to these premises,
and, generally speaking, they have been well maintained.
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Ice Cream.

Although registration of premises where ice cream is made
or sold is not required in the City, visits have been made to
these premises.

There has been a large increase in the number of retailers
who obtain their supplies from the wholesale manufacturers,
two of whom have branch storage depots in the City, but the
number of premises where ice cream is made is decreasing.

Restaurant Kitchens, etc.

During the year inspections were made of the kitchens of
Hotels, Restaurants, Cafes, etc., and to premises where
“ cooked foods " are prepared and sold, and these were found
to be in a satisfactory condition.

Structural improvements and enlargements have been made
at several of these premises during the year.

Meat and other Foods.

Frequent inspections were made of slaughterhouses, shops
and stalls where meat is prepared or sold. In most instances
the premises were found to be clean and well kept, periodic
limewashing and cleansing being carried out as required.

During the year retailers veluntarily surrendered three
10-1b. tins of Imported Lambs' Livers, 6}-lbs. of Imported
Ox Kidneys, one 6-Ib. tin of Corned Beef, and 4-1b. of Rock
Salmon, for which * condemned notes™ were issued by the
Department.

Inspection of meat at the time of slaughter is carried out by
the Council's Veterinary Officer, Mr. G. Elmes.
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Food and Drugs (Adulteration) Act, 1928,
Samples taken for Analysis during the Year 1936.
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Raspberry Jam .- 1 1 2
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Food _nnd Drugs Adulteration, ete.

Total Samples. The number of samples of food and drugs
submitted to the Public Analyst for analysis during the year
was 102. As will be seen from the table showing results of
of analysis these were of a varied nature, and included
most articles in common use in the household.

Milk Samples. As usual, the greatest number of sam-
ples obtained was of milk, one of the most important
articles of food. Of the 53 samples taken four were reported
against—two being deficient in fat and two containing added
water. Legal proceedings were taken against the vendors of
three of the samples, and the vendor of the féurth sample was
cautioned—the added water in this case being very slight,
viz.: 1'B per cent. :

Sample No. g1. Contained added water to the extent of
10'g per cent. Vendor fined £5 with £1 1s. od. costs.

Sample No. g5, Contained added water to the extent of
3'2 per cent. Vendor fined {1 with £1 1s. od. costs.

Sample No. roo. Deficient in fat to the extent of o026
per cent., being equivalent to a total deficiency of 87 per
cent. Case dismissed. The vendor successfully pleaded
that the milk was in the same condition as supplied by
the cow.

Note.—Samples Nos. g5 and 100 were taken from milk in
course of delivery to the vendor of sample No. gI1.

Preservatives in Food. Seventy-three samples were sub-
mitted to the Public Analyst under the Public Health
(Preservatives, etc., in Food) Regulations, and all were re-
ported as having conformed to the conditions specified
therein. :

I am,
Your obedient servant,
A. SIMPSON MACARA,
Chief Sanitary Inspector,
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