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National Health Service Act

The Divisional Administration of the Health Services
- administered by the Local Health Authority, the County Council,

continues to work very smoothly and an increasing amount of
detailed administration is being passed out to Divisional Health
Offices from Hertford. 1 need only mention the Home Help

Service, Ambulance Service and supervision of County Council
Cars.

The records available in the Divisional Health Office on Local
Health Authority work are of the greatest value to me in my Local
Sanitary Authority (Medical Officer of Health) work, especially
in what is my most difficult job, assessing medical points for
housing applications.

Every ambulance journey exceeding 50 miles outwards has
to be sanctioned by me as Divisional Medical Officer, and I can
assure you that the case is investigated very carefully indeed before
consent is given.

Ambulance Service

I am indebted to Divisional Officer R. Hughes for the
following information :

Districts of St. Albans and Harpenden
Year ending 31st December, 1954

A ded are the details of calls dealt with during the last
year. Substantial increases are again evident.

s Increase
Ambulance  Utilicon Tatal and Decrease
over 1953
Accidents e AL Y 11 584 +41
Sudden Illness 184 - 184 +36
Maternity e e 3BE 2 Jo0 =25
Removals e we  B937 7,501 16,528 + 3,170
Vehicle journeys ... 3,884 2,600 6,574 + 704
Mileage o 53,992 68,381 122,373 + 20,774

These figures once again show a very considerable increase
in the demand made on the Ambulance Service, being approxi-
mately 22 per cent above last year, which was 22 per cent above
the previous year.

[ feel that something definitely must be done to limit this con-
tinued increase in calls on the Ambulance Service, but cannot see
any effective means of doing so except by making a charge to the
patients. The great bulk of the increase is due to cases going to
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