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SPILSHY RURAL DISTRICT COUMCIL.

Hedical Officer of Health's Report for 19%3.

Mr. Chairmman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Anmual Report on the health and
sanitary conditions of the Bpilsby Bural District for the year ending December
Mst, 1953,

I em pleased to be able to report that the general health of the District
has been good throughout the year and except for a certain amount of measles and
whooping cough there has been little in the way of notifisble disease, The
steady improvement in sanitary conditions has contimied. Economie conditions
in the country hawve improved allowing the Ministry to permit more to be apent
on urgently required water extensions etc.

By the end of the year the end of the rationing of focdstuffs was in sight,
though not quite an accomplished fact, and the housewife was able to get a better
variety of food for the famdly.

The year started with a mild winter with little frost and snow and this was
followed by a rough and wet spring and early sumer, From then it was dry and
mild but with 1ittle sun rizht up to the end of the year. It was exceptionally
warm and dry in November and December.

The rainfall at Twentylands for the year was 22.86 inches and is comparable
with the averapge rainfall over the previous five years of 24.68 inches.

1953 will always be remembered for the catastrophe and tragedy of the night
of Jamery 3ist, when, a north-westerly gale coinciding with a very high tide,
the east const of England in many places wasz overwhelmed by the sea with wvery
heavy Joss of life and immense damage to property and loss of stock. Since
almost the whole of the Bpilsby Coastal Area was severely affected I am
ineluding at the end of this report an sccount of the damage done.

In the Autizm an irportant ataff change thot had been under consideration
for over a year, took place. The Public Health and Housing Department of the
Council, which had become over=cumbersome, was divided into two. Messrs.
Saunders and Partners who for some years had been Architects to the Couneil
were given notice, and a separate Housing Department was formed to be
responsible for all housing matters. Mr. G.F. Taylor was appointed to take
over the duties of the Architeet and of the Surveyors and Mr. Richardson was
transferred from the Public Health to this new Department. Mr. W. Bailey with
Mirs Ho Brumfitt as his Deputy contimued in charpe of the Health Department as
before, Mr. G.J. Wood lef't about the same time to take up another appointment
and his Joss as ouwr technical assistant will be much felt.

Vital Statistics.

Arens

—

The area of the District is 147,530 acres in 69 parishes.
Population.

The mid-year population is estimated at 23 ,3570.
Densitys

The density of the population is .158 persons per acre.
Rateable Value,

The Rateable Value is £98,609 and the value of a penny rate is £410.

Houses,
The muber of inhabited houses is 7,570.
Births.

it

The live births in 1953 muibered 345, compared with 371 in 1952 and 376 in
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at one time lmom as the white man's plague, is being brought under control.
I 1look forword to the day when all youny, people will be regularly x-royed.

Frevolence of Dizsease. During the whole year there was a certain
amount of Whooping Cough, all the District being affected but not in epidemic
forms Altogethor 108 cases were reported.

In the first six months of the year Measles was epidemic, particularly in
the south of the area. It wes mostly of a mild type. In all 271 casca were
notified to me,

There were only 5 cases of Secarlet Fever, the lowest fipure for many years.,
Scarlet Fever is now rarely more than a trivial illness but therc is always the
risk thot a more sericus type may flare up again.

The only case of Acute Poliongrelitis was in o visitor to the District and
he arrived with the disease already developed,

We hod two smell cutbresks of food poisoning. In each ense four persons
wore involwed. One outbreak wes due to ice=-cream and the other to a reheated
tin of steal-pie. None of those affected wns seriously ill.

There was a considerable amount of mumps in the schools during the latter
part of the year and partienlsrly in the south, As mmps i=s not a notifiable
disease the actual mmber of cases is unknown.

The following table shows the inecidence of notifiable diseasc during the

year:=-
Searlet Fever. 5 Eryaipelas. 3
Whooping Cough. 108 Heningoeocenl Infection. 1
Aoute Policmyclitis. 1 Pood Poisoning. 8
Mensles. 2H Malarin. 1
Pneumoni-. 37 Puerperal Fever . 1
Dysentery. 3 Tuberculosis. (pulmonary). 11

Sanitary Conditions of the Area.

Water Suppliecs.

Hegular tests of the water as supplied by the Council's Water Undertakings
showed that in all cases the quality continued to be very satisfactory.

The second bore at Murby that hod been sunk into the chalk in 1952 close to
the origine]l bore was found to contain & supply of water that was highly
gatiasfactory both in quality and guantity. Both bores were in contimual use
throushout the year and have relieved all feelings of anxiety as to future supplies
for the whole of the Cnastal area. Hegotiations are in progress for an
interconnection between this supply and the Skejness mains at the Ingoldmells-

Skezncss boundary,.

The quantity of water for the rest of the area is not yet entirely
satisfactory and in times of drousht in the sumer there will contimue to be
armxiety until the new Driby scheme can be brought into action.

As a temporary expedient to overcome seasonal shortages in the Fen Aren,
the Council snank a shallow bore, constructed a pumping station and treatment
works ond 1aid the necessary pipe from the village of Portney to Spilsby and by
thiz means they have increased the volume of water by some 20 to 30 thousand
gallons a day and also given a much needed supply to parts of the village of

The Council is fully aware of its responsibilities in the matter of wnter
supply and in this comnection it is pleasing to note that a commencement hus
been mode on the first phase of their proposed Comprehensive Water Supply Scheme
based on the new Driby source. Works on the sinking of the second of threc
boreholes at the new site were commenced in November last and it is anticipated
that the completion of the first phase, in about two years time, will result in
an additional one million gallons per day becoming available.

During the year under review, the Council's Water Undertakings distributed
some 132,5 million gallons of water in their statutory area, an average of
368,000 gellons por day. o
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