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Mr, Chairman, Mrs Ward and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annuasl Report for
the twelve months ending December, 30th,134%, on the health and
sanitary conditions of the Spilsby Rural District.

As for 1942, I am directed by the Ministry of Health that

the Annual Report shall give only a brief survey of matters of

blic interest, and contain no complete tables of local
population or figures by which an egtimate of such could be
constructed. Similarly, no references are to be made to
activities in connection with war time industrial or military
development such as water supply, sewerage cr other publiec
utility uwndertakings.

I am plessed to be able to report that in 1943 the health of
the Spilsby Rural District continued to be good, better indeed
than in 1939. The whole commmnity is now quite used to the dlet
which may, at times, be monotonous but sufficient for our needs,
a8 proved wthe satisfactory state of the health of all sectlons
of publie, There is no evidence of a deficiency in any class
of food stuff., 1943 (the fourth full year of war) saw very
1ittle change in the food rations. The slight improvement for
agricultural workers was a great boon particularly in the summer
when long hours were being worked. Onc wishes that at hay-time
and harvest the meat ration of the farm labourer could be
increased.

From the public health poini of view we have %o be thankful
that during the year the peoples' sleep has been little disturbed
by enemy night raids.

1, Vital Statistics,

The figures in this report are compiled from the monthly
returng I receive from the local Registrars but do not inecluvde
figures relating to non-civilians,

Area, The area remains unchanged, namely 143,030 acres in
69 parishes, The population is estimated at ook Thers has
been a large number of non-civilians quartered in the distriet
and with them a proportion of women and children.

The Rateable Value is £83,005 ard £345, 17. 1d represents the
value of a penny rate.

The number of inhsbitable houses is 7,155,

.  There were 399 live births, of these 218 were male
and 181 were Temale, The number of births represenis a rate of
xxx per thousand of the populaticn. The rate for the whole of
England snd Wales was 16.5. The figure of 399 live bivths
corresponds with 344 for 1942 and 4o3 for 1944.

Deaths. These numbered 280; of which 130 were male and 150
were female, representing a death rate per thoudand of' the
population of xxx and compared with a gimilar for the whole
comty of 12,1, the deaths for 1942 werc 252 and in 1941 261.

There were 15 deaths (413 male, 2 female) of infants und er
1 year of age, glving a rate per thousand live oirthe of 37. 6.
The rate for ®ngland and Weles was 49. The figure of 37.6 for
the Spilsby District is most satisfactory.

There were L6 deaths due to Cancer, 66 to heart disease and
3 cases of Suicide,

2, General Provision of Health Services.

The staff of the Public Health Servicce wnA-rasul considerable
changes in 1943. Mr, F.J. Lofthouge left to take up en appointment
with the County Council =nd Mr, E,B, Bolt also left to toke up
an appointment which would widen his experience, Miss E.M. Crowe
was obliged to resign for family reasons, Mr, G.A, Farrow was
appointed First Additional Sanitary Officer and temporary help
obteined when possible for elerical work. The post of Second
Additional Sanitapry Officer was for some months vacant. This
shortage of staff has thrown a great strain on Mr. Balley eand
Mr., Farrow; a great deal of their time having to be spent o
duties that should have been done by a rent collector or a clerk in
the office. Fortunately, Mr. Bailey @id not have to davoie a
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great deal of his time to the surveying of First Aid Repair
of property damaged by enemy action,

Mr, Farrow has been put in charge of the Rescue Service of
the Civil Defence.

mummm are carried out by the County Council at
he Technleal College, Lincoln and by the Clinical Research
Association in London, The former is being used more and more by
Medical men practising in the district and i1is of great help in many
cagaes, Water snalyses are carried out by Mr. W,W, Taylor of
Nottingham., Hospltals, Clinics and Ambulances remain unchanged.
Infectious diseasea are sent, when necessary, to the Tsolation
Hospital, Osgodby, or the Grimsby Corporation Hospital at Scartho’,
When these have been full the Skegness Isolation Hospitzl has
taken casces for us. From the south of the District. InTectious
digeases are usually sent to the Boston Fever Hospital. The
Voluntary Car Pool scheme of the W.V.S. has been of great assistance
in carrying invalids and elderly people when obliged to travel.

e d Matern Cages, The County Council is the loeal
supervising body under e Midwives Act for the whole of Lindsey.

The present difficulty in getting domestic help and nursing
facllities in the home has resulted in more and more expectant
mothera seeking Hospital and Nursing Home accommodation for their
confinements, The Maternity block at the Louth County Infirmary
if not sufficient now for the demands on it,

The Grace Bwan Cottage Hospital has a scheme in hand for the
building of more maternity accommodation but nothing can be done
wntil after the war,

This increase in maternity beds is very necessary as undoubtedly
the trend towards hospital facilities will continue after the war,
It is a great pity that the Maternity ward at the Public Instltution
at S8pilsby cannot be used,

ab At the beginning of 1943 there was some increase in the
n er of Scabies cases in the district. This was dus to a fresh
gource of infection brought by men working on eamp sites ete, By
the co-operation of all parties concerned, the number of cases was
wery materially reduced, By the end of the year the number of
cages was probably not more than in peace time., It has not been
found necessary 1in any case to have recourse to the Special
Powers Granted to Local Authorities by the 1941 Ministry of Health
Order in Council.

There are now no facilities in the Spilsby Rural District for
the disinfestation of infected clothing etec,, but these facilities
egan be obtained in neighbouring towns.

Yenereal Disease. I am plessed to be able to report that,
mnlike a great part of the country, there is very little 1f any
inerease in Venereal trouble in the distriect, Very few cases of
Gonorrhoea or Syphilis have been brought to my notice,

A clinic for the treatment of these diseases is in operation
at Skegness snd people affected have generally been willing to
avail themselves of it.

%W. The progress of the drive to
get all ¢ ren between one year and school leaving age protected
against Diphtheria has been considerable during the year. The great
improvement has been in the number of children betweenl- 5 years
who have been given the protection, This has largely been due to
the work of the Health Visitors but alsoc to the fact that Eecple
are beginning to realise the importance of immunisaticn. uring
the year 41073 children were given protection, 400 under 5 years and
673 between 5 - 15 years. 7L.34% of the approximte estimated
number of children in the Authorities Area had received immnisation
on December 31s8t,1943. This is a very fair proportion but I am
hoping to improve on these fi 8 during 1944. The percentage on
Dgcember 31st,1942, was 52,04

I should like to take this opportunity of expressing my
thanks to the School Teachere in this ae in every other matter
affecting the health of the children.
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3 grﬁ&lence of Disease, I am pleased to be able to report
that was a good year in the Spilsby Rural District as repnrds
Infactious dleseases, Throughout the year there was a considerahle
number of cases of Measles, few were of a serious type snd there
were remarkably few with complications. There was a emll Epidemic
of Influenza at the beginning of the year and another in the Autum,
but nelther were of a serlious type except in a few cases; seven
deathe were atiributed directly or indirectly to this disease,

Beventeen cases of Scarlet Fever were notified compared with
20 for 1942 and 28 for 1941 and 35 for 1940, There were no deaths
from this disease. Scarlet Fever as seen lately sppears to have a
vory low degree of infectivity; often only one child of a lorge
family contracts the disease when al2 have been expoged to
infection.

There was cnly one case of Diphtheria reported during the
year, This was in a week-end visitor to the district, The child's
parents had refused to allow the child to be immumised. The child
dled, & needless death, This figure of one case in the year is
probably the lowest since reecords have been kept,

Unlike a large part of the Counitry there wers no cases of
Dysentery notified in the dlstrict, but in the Summer ond still
more so0 in the Autumn there were large numbers of cases of Diarrhoea.
These cases occurred in people of 2ll eges snd often whole households
were affected, In the Winter the epidemic subsided. The cause of
the trouble was doubtful, but I am convinced that there has been no
lowering in the host-resistance due to improper feeding, or physical
or mental fatigue owing to war conditions.

There were 23 cases of Tuberculosis notified 20 of the
Pulmonary type and of other forms of the disease. This compares
with 19 cases in 1942 and 18 in 1944, :

There were only 27 cases of Whooping Cough notified, a Very
small number, but no real criterion of the number of affected
children as muny cases are not reported to the Medical Men in the
Digtrict, There was one death from this Aisease,

The following table shows the incidence of notifiable diseases
among civilians,

Disease, Cages, Dentha.
Smellpox 0 0
Bcarlet Fever. 17 4]
Diphtheria, 1 1
Enteric Fever, (0] 0
Puerperal Fever. 0 0
Puerper=al Pyrexia 2 0
Erysipelas 2 0

Cerebro=-8pinal Meningitis 3 0
Measles 2hly 4
Whooping Cough 27 1
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 o
Tuberculosis ERaapiraturr:' 20 313
Tuberculosis (other forms) 3 g

We had cne small ocutbreak of food poisoning, A whole household
(4 adults) were taken very seriously 111, being affected with a
mlcorobe of the Salmonella group. In splte of exhaustive search,
the source of the trouble could not be traced., Some suspected
tinned meat proved, on analysis, to be quite free of infection.
All the patients eventually recovered,

k. Sanitary Circumstances of the Aren,

Water Supplies,

1943 was a very dry year and followed on another year of low
reinfall in 1942, The result was that the level of water in the
ground and in the wells was the lowest for some years, Large
parts of the distriet, even to the enAd of the year were very short
of water for domestic and dairy purposes. A great deal of time had
to be used in carrying water, often from a distance, to supply the
cattle and this at a time when there was a great shoriage of labour.
Unguestionably a certain amount of the souring of milk was due to
this shortage of water in many of the farms. I loock forward to the
time when every house and farm will be served with & piped supply
of good water for a2ll purposes, This idenl muat be teckled as soon
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ag possihle after the war; 1its attainment will be a long and
costly business but the preesent state of affalrs connot be allowed
to continue and the benefit to the housewife will be incalcusble.
With it must come the eprend of electricity and sewage schemes,

Coagtal Water Schemes.

Whilst it has not been found possible to complete the Coastal
Water S8cheme owing teo the exigences of the times, some comfort may
be drewn from the fact that as a result of the longtontinued drcught
conditions, farmers in the area who have been experiencing great
difficulty in finding sufficient water for their livestock have been
somewhat relieved by a scheme put into operation by the Water
Engineer, The water from the Mumby bore which previously had been
@llowed to run to waste has been diverted into the supply mains and
thus made available for the watering of cattle etc., It 1s estimated
that some 50,000 gallons per day are thus brought into service and
the popularity of the scheme is proved by the fact that some 70
odd consumers have been connected up to the supply.

Fen Water Supply.

The source of the Fen area water supply contlnues to be.prnlific
in its yield inepite of the two years of low rainfall and at the
preeent time it is in excess of 137,000 gallons per day.

The estimated consumption during the year uwnder review was
approximately 80,000 gallom per day and assuming the population now
balng supplied to be 5,500, the average consumption per head per
day is equal to 14.5 gallons, beilng a reduction of 2,77 gallons per
head on the figures for 1942 for all purposes.

There are 312 metered supplies operating in the area representing
an increase in the number cperating in 1942 of 74. This increase
is largely due to the addition of the Wainfleet St. Mary's Aistrict
where it was found necessary to meter some 53 supplies when that
district was merged into the main Fen Scheme.

During the year there were 93 applications in the Area for new
and extended supplies, belng an inerease of 25 over the previous
year,

These consisted of:-

Domestic supplies 21
Metered supplies. 21

Extensionsa, 26
Standpipe supplies. 10
Field Supplies. 15

93

A new booster pump, capable of inereasing the pressure from
50 to approximately 200 ft. of head has been installed during the
Year and it woull seem that the complaints of lack of pressure
At the extremities of the supply experienced during pesk perdods
have been overcome as a result of such installation.

Vater Samples,

Ten samples of water were tsken from various scurces in the
Dletrict outside the Pen 8cheme. Three adverse reports were
received. Notices were served on the owners of the property
coneerned to provide a wholesome and satisfactory supply for the use
of the inmates.

5. Milk,

With regard to the serious question of milk which has bgen
lost of late years as a result of souring due to various causes,
there was in 1943 considerable improvement, I think we may conslder
that this is due to (a) the constant visits and sugrestions of the
Sanitary staff, (b) the adepticn of roedside milk shelters, in many
eases, near the farm, for milk collection (c¢) improved cowsheds to
modern buildings (d) a more regular sand quicker motor collection at
the farms anﬂn%e} more regard to sterilisation of milk vessels.
There is, however, still far too much milk going sour in the
sumner time. This is undoubtedly partly due to & shortage of water
and partly to shortage of time and labour,
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There are now 813 registered cowsheds in the Spilsby Rural
District, 29 being added Auring the year., Two cowsheds were
struck off the list the occupiers having stated that they were
glving up milk production,

During the year alterations and reconstructiocn of cowsheds
and dairies wes completed or put in hand in 28 premises, In 36
others similar work is waiting to be started.

6, Housing,

Owing to the present emergency, no new houses were built in
1943 by private or public enterprise,

Meny houses are needing repairs and alterations and each year
the emount accummlntes, The root of the Aifficulty in the repair
and decoraticn of houses is labour and material, Undoubtedly
after the war there will be a great demand for improvement snd
repairs of existing houses as well as for new buillding,

Unoccupied houses,

An inspection of empty dwelling houses in twenty-five parishes
wag carried out with the intention of ascertaining why some houses
remained empty in spite of the great demand Tor accommodati on. The
reasons were found to be mainly (a) condemned houses (b) igolated
or in bad repair (c) habitable but wmable to get labour. Pecople
in these days will not live in wmecomfortable houses, far from a
road and wlthout any of the amenities expected at the present time
and who will blome them,

Apricultural Workers Cottapes,

The Council's programme for the erection of 22 agricultural
workers cottapes, in various parts of the district as a war-tinme
emergency progromme desipgned by the Ministiry of Health to meet the
Bpecial difficultics which have arisen in some rural aress from the
substantial development of war-time agriculture, hes not yet started,
The erection »f these houses seems beset with Aifficulties and
* dalaye and that the work has not yvet commence?d i3 in no woy the
fault of the Council or its Officers, How far it will be possible
Forr the agricultural labourer to pay an economic rent for these
houses when bullt is another matter,

Overcrowling Houses Act, 1936,

One case of overcrowding was found anl the same abated,

Housing (Rural Workers) fcts.

One application was received during the year and it was
declded to apply the maximum grant of £4100.

7. BSeavenging,

No change has taken plece in the scavenging services since my
lagt report. Ths work is done by contract in the pariches of
8pllsby, Burgh, Wainfleet All Saints, Hogsthorpe, Chapel Bt.
Leonards and Ingoldmells,

It 18 noticeable that the cost for the yearly removal of
house refuse etc., in the above parishes has increased from £336
(1938-39 period) to £1242 (194 pericd). The cost will
increase year by year for there is no competition for the contract
for carrying out this work and the question of direet labour will,
at some early date, have to be considered by the Council,

By the necessity for materiesls for war, village dumps were
formed, with the result that the public in the villages have got
into the habit of throwing their tins and other rubbish on the
dump. This matter will alsc have to be considered because it
has alwaye been the custom, prior to salvapge collection, to bury
the tins and continuance of villapge tin dumps irrespective of
official noticesz agoinat Aumping will, I fear, tend to remesin,

8. Skaughter Houses,

No change has taken place regarding the slaughter of animals
for human consumption; the same being killed at the Government
slaughter houses at Skemess and Horncastle,
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Public Health Department.

Spilsby Rural District.

Regmopt of work dosn by Sanitary Inspector far the Year 1943,
Total number of new houses erected during the year, -

{:) By the Local Authority.

I

11) By other Local Authorities.
111) By other bodies or persons.

1. on_of Dwelling Houses during the Year

{1][&} Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
hn:mﬂj:;ng defects (1mmder Public Health or Housing
Acts). 185,
{b) Number of inspections made for the purpose. 361,

{2)(a) Wumber of dwelling hous:=s (included under Sub-
head (i) sbove which were inspected amd
recorded wmder the Housing Consolidated
Regulations,1925. 12,

{b) Number of inspections made for the purpose. 26,

(3) MNumber of dwelling houses found to be in a state
o dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habltation, -

{4) Nurber of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably
fit for humsn habitation, 12.

Number of Defective dwelling houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the Loecal
Authority or their Officers. 151,

3 Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

{a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 36 of the
Housing fct,1936:-
(1) Number of Awelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring repairs. -
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered
it after service of Tformsl notices:- -
(a) by owners. =
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners, -
(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:-
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which

notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied. -

(2) HNumber of Awelling houses in which defects
were remedied after service of formal notices:!

(a) by owners. -
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners -
(e) Prmaﬁdings under sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made, =
{(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders. =

(3) Number of Awelllng houses subject to undertakings -
(a) Procecdings under section 12 of the Housing Act,1936:-

(1) Ne, of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were made, -

(2) No. of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
rendered fit. -
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Part TV. - Overcrowding,

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the
end of the year, 3.
(11) MNumber of families Awelling therein, wlE
(111).Number of perscns Awelling therein. 137.
(b} Number of new cases of overcrowding reported
during the year. 1,
(e) (1) Humber of cases of overcrowlding relieved
during the year. 1.
(11) Number of persons ccncerned in such cases, Ts
(@) Number o hcusss again overcrowded after being
previously relieved. =
Common No. registered under byelaws. -
Lodging- Hp. of ingpections made, —
Houses. Ho. of contraventions of byelaws. -
Ho. of contraventions remedied. -
Canal Boats(No. reglstered under Acts, -
used as No. of inspections, -
awelling No. of contraventions of regulations. -
houses, o, of contraventions remedied. -
Moveable (No., inspected during year, 114.
Dweklings, EHG. of nuisances therefrom abated g
Tmta,'gms No, removed Trom district, unknown,
ati,
No. in district. L.
No. of wmderground bakehouses, -
Bakehouses, (No, of inspectionas, u7.
Contraventions of Factory l.ets, -
Defects remedied, -
No. on register, 30,
Slaughter- (No. of inspections. 12,
Houses, Contraventions of byelaws, -
Defects remedied, =
Hol on register, 81 3.
No. of inspections, Lé0,
Cowsheds. (Contraventions of rejulations. 6l,
Contraventions remedied. 28,
No. of milch cows in distriet, '
Ko. on reglster. 796,
Dalries and\No. of inspections. 392.
Milk 8hops. (Contraventions of regulations. 15.
Contraventions remedied, 12,
Any instance of disease attributed to -
milk during the year,
Unsound Food. Carcases Tnspected and Condemned,
Cattle Sheep
excluding Cows., Calves. and FPigs.
GCOWS, Lambs.
No. killed(if ¥nown)
Ne, inspected, - - - - 2
All Alseases except -Tuberculosis,
Whole carcases condemed,
Caracases of which some
Bart or orgon wos condemned 1 - - - -
ercentage of the No, inspectetd
affected with Adisease other
than Tuberculosis.
Tuberculosis only,
Whole carcases condemned.
Carcases cof which some part
or organ was condemned, 1 - - = -
Percenta of the Hp, 1 ected
arfec%edgs.rit T‘ll_:gergulagig. S
N 7 e i TRt |







No. of premlses in district 3
Offeneive Tradee(lNo, of inspections. 22
Contraventions of byelaws. -
(Contraventions remedied, -
Ne. of shops lnspecied -
Bhigghfnt' gﬂdﬂitional heating or ventilation, .
fdditional sanitary conveniences -
Hew sunk, 1
Wells, Cleansed, repaired 2
Closed as polluted, -
Area Supplies: Wainrleet .11 Saints, Wainfleet St.
Mary. Cros%, Friskney, Spilsby,
Hundlaby. Reithby, Burgh, Orby,
VWielton, Gunby, Candlesby, Bilsby,
Markby, Well, Sibeey, Frithville,
c 8 1 Carringion, West Fen, Toynton ill
Saints, Toynton 8t. Peter, Halton
Holegate, Little Steeping, Thorpe S5t.
Water Peter, Eanst Keal, Stickford, Stickney,
New Leake, Eastville, Midville, 012
Bolingbir.ze, Langton,lMavis Enderby.
Supply, Fen Water Scheme 84 per cent

rcentage of

comprieing parishes of Priskney,

2 1ied West Fen, Toynton 411 Saints, Halton
Holggate, Little Bteeping, Toynton
gt, Peter, Thorpe B8t. Peter, East
Keal, West Keal, Stickford, Btickney,
NWew Leake, Eastville, Midwville.

Pernentage Of houses supplied at Burgh 38 per cent.
L1} U"i‘h:&l" 2 3 L]
" L1 L[} 1] 1] G’unby E"D L 1k
LL] L] L1 - n 1 'ﬂ'el tt.ln 1”4- L] 4]
L] L] L] L1 L1} GI‘Df':] ,1 5 L1 1]
iHBw clsterns provided -
Cigterns cleansed, repaired, covered ote, -
Number of Samples obtained for a2nalysis

Ay insufficlency and wherse

w

Cesspools.

a) from Wells
b) from publiec supply

I roww

No. of houses with privy waults in Aistriet 3428
No. of houses with pail closets in district 2404
No, of pail elogets substituted for privy
vaults -
No. of pail closets repaired, 15
No. of water closets substituted for dry
receptacles,
Ho. of houses with water closets in ﬂiﬂtr1¢t1502+
No. of water e¢losets repalred.
(Drains examined, tested, exposed, ete, 17
" wunstopped, repaired, trapped, ete. 11
Waste pipes, rain water pipes dis-
connected, repaired, ete, 2
New so0ll pipes or ventilating shafts fixed, 1
Existing eoil pipes or ventilating shafts
repaired. L
Drains reconstructed 11
(lew lengthas of sewer 1laid. -
Eulteratiuns to sewmge disposal works. -
‘ny inadequacy of sewapge disposal works
or complaints as to smells. -
Gesapﬂula rendered impervious =
E emptied, cleansed, ete, 28
L abolished. -






Reooms disinfected

a) ordinary infectious disease 16
b) tuberculosis 2
Disinfgction., (Rooms stripped end cleansed -
Lrticlaes disinfected or destroyed -
a} ordinary infectiocus disease -
b) tuberculosis =3
No. of covered ashpits 799
No, of uncovered ashpits -
No., of bins substituted for ashpits. -
No. of houses using bins, 3329
House Is refuse removed by householders or by
ublic scavenger? Public Seavenger ot
Refuse, pllsby, Wainfleet All Baints, Burgh,
Chapel ét. Leonards, Hogsthorpe and
Ingﬂlﬂmﬂllﬂp
How frequently is refuse removed from
each houseld weekly.
No. of complaints of non-removal &
Method of final disposal. tipping.
Are existing errangements for refuse
removel satisfactoryg? yes,
Total number of Nulsances during year:=-
(1]‘ Ibated as resalt of informal’
Nulsances, action by Sanitary Inspector.
Statutory notice issued, -~
(2) Reportea to
Council. & m omet M -
After formal After Stat-
intimation, wutory Hotice,
Overcrowding 1 -
Bmoke - -
t B © Necumilation of refuse 3 =
Feul ditches, ponds =nd
stagnant water. - -
Foul pigs and other animals 2 -
Dampness 2 =
Yards repaved cr repaired - -
Other nulsances. 11 -
Any Assistants? Yes = Two,






