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TO

TEE SPILSEY RURAL DISTRICT OQUNCIL

Gentlemen,

As your Medical Officer of Heaith I beg to lay before
You my report on the health and sanitsry condition of the
district for the year ending December 31 1921.

The Minister of Health has issued instructiors that a
full report, dealing not only with the events whieh have
occurred during the year but also with particulars of
conditions which do not vary from year to year, need not be

anmually presented, and that it will be sufficient if thease
epecial "Survey Reports® be lssued only once in five years.

Ag the report for 1920 will be treated as constituting the
first of the series of "Survey Reports” my Report for 1921
will be an "Ordinary Report™ and will be of & more simple
character than last year,

The District remaines the same, with 1£E8211 aeres and a
population according to 1981 census of 20970. There are
about 5288 inhabited houses shewing an average of 4 persons
to & house, The rateable value is £102816, and a penny
rate produces £422,11. 4.

YITAL STATISTICS.

Acocording to the Reglster CGeneral's return there were
403 Births during the year, 375 Legitimate and 28 Illeglti-
mate, this number gives a Birth-rate per 1000 populatlon
of 19,21, A similar Birth-rate for the whole of England
and Wales 1s 22.4.

The total deaths from all causes were 280, shewlng a
death-rate of 13.35, the death-rate for England and Walea

being 12.1.






Thirty-two children died under one year of age, giving a
mortality rate per 1000 births of 79.4 aes against 83 for
England and Wales.

Twenty-five persons died from Consumption giving a dsath-
rate per 1000 of 1.19 as against .84 and .46 for the two

previcus years.

-

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

DIPATHERIA.- In common with other parts of England Diphtherin
was the most prevalent of the infectious diseases and in this

District no less than 60 notificatione were received, All

but & occurred in two epldemics, one 1in Spilsby and
neighbourhood and the other in Eﬂﬂt‘ﬁillﬁ and New Leake., Tha ]
8pileby outbreak began in December 1§BD and lasted until
October 1921, altogether 33 cases occurred and one proved
fatal. All the patlents, who were of school age, attended
the Spllsby Elementary School and no case was notified from
those attending the Secondary School, Although probably

not the cause uf the outbreak the congregating of children

in the former school must be held responeible for the apread
of the disease, A swab was applied to every patient's throat
when it was thought recovery had taken place, and no child was
allowed to return to school until the swab was deoclared to be
negative, But this proceedure camnot be altogeiher raelisd
upen as in a few cases a swab was negative and a subssquent
one was positive shewing too much reliance cannot be placed

on bacteriologlcal examination alone. This ohange from a
nagative to a positive result may have besn the cauee of some
children returning to school too soon, and acting as carriers
of the disease. The only way to avoid this mistake in the

future ie to have each negative swab confirmed by another the






following week, Many of the cases were very sericus and
tracheotomy had to be performed on four of the patients. The
isolation and mursing faeilities were so bad in three cases
that, to give the patients their only chance of recovery
they were removed 1n an ambulance to the City Isolaticon
Hoapital at Lincoln.

The East-ville epldemic began in Jamary and disappeared
ip April, FHere again the patients of echool age although
living in three different villagee all attended East-ville
Elementary Schcocol. The sanitary condition of this School wae
bad and had been reported upon by your Offieials in 1919.
During the year the defects have been remedled but the water

supply etill remains unsatisfactory.

SCARLET FEVER,~ Only eleven cases occcurred, the first two
were the remalns of an epidemic at Stieckney the previous year,

and the others were isolated. Nons proved fatal,

MEASLES.- This disesse has apreared very littile in the
Digtrict, a fow cases occurred at Anderby, Samsthorpe,

8tickford, Wainfleet but no death was reported.

ERXSIPELAS.~ Four cases were reported but all were lsolated

ONosE.

WHDOPING COUGH.= Cases occurred during the year in Wainfleet,
New=Leake, Croft, Little Steeping, East Eirkby and Railthby.
One child died,

INFLUFNZA,~- Only two deaths were recorded under this heading.

PHEUMONTIA.- Only one notification was received during the
year, but as thers were 14 persons reglstered as dying from
this disesse it ghowe that this notification 1s almost

neglacted.






TUEBERCULOSIS.~ During the year I received 41 notifications of
ocages of tuberecular disesses which ia T more than last year,
The cases are dealt with by the Tuberculosis Officer appointed
by the County Counecil, After a fatal termination the roocms
are disinfected by your Officials. It 1s unsatisfactory to

note that thias disease ghowa no sigrn of dimimution in this

Distriect.

POLTOMYELITTS, CEREBEO-STTNAL PEVER, MALARTA, OPHTHALMIA
HILTTIS LETHARGICA were not notified

during the year.

Although SMALL POX was not notifiled great anxiety was
felt in September when it became known to your Officlals that
& person suspected of having Small Pox travelled by train
through the District. Fsople from the itraln who were known to
have alighted at a station in this srea were traced and kept
under observation for 14 days.

The gemeral mursing arrangementse are carried out 1n
various parts of the Distriet by the formation of District

Nursing Associations. These voluntary Associations ganerelly

consist of three or four villages under the contrcl of a
Committee who superintend the work of & nurse, Ai present
these Distriet Associations are situated at Spllsby, Walnfleei,
Sutton-on-Sea, Burgh, Candlesby, Willoughby, Friskrey, and
Bast Kirkby. Many of them receive an ammmual subscription from
the Guardlans of the Spilsby Union, and a part of the salary

of the Furse is pald by the Lindsey County Council to the
Agsociations where the Nurse assists in Midwlfery, Tuberculcsis

School Inspecticn, and Maternity ard Child Welfare Centres.
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For Infecticus Diseases the County Council have appointed
two Hurses, one stationed at Louth and ome &t Lincoln., Their
duty is to visit;-

(1) Cases of Measles and Whooping Cough reported by teachers
amongst children attending Public Elementary Schocls, and to
murge gevars and complicated cases in the honses where
ne other nurse is avallable,

(2) Cages of Ophthalmia Necnatorum and Puerperal Fever and
to ecarry out Doctors instructions for treatment when

necessary.

There ars four Midwives practising in the district, they
ars provided by the Distriet Nursing Assoclations, and are
subsidised by the County Council.

There is a Tuberculosis Dilspensary, School, Dental, and
Eye cl:l.uicnlx and a Maternity and Child Welfare Centre at
Splleby all staffed and organised by the County Counecil,
There ie also & Maternity and Child Welfare Centre at -Frialcnﬁr.

There 12 at present no Tuberculosis Sanatorium in the
County, but beds are reserved in many Sapatoria in other
Counties,

The Lincoln City Infectioue Hospital has kindly admitted
three patients from this distriet during 19281 and is the only
infectious Hosrital availlable except Skegness which admits
infecetious cases from Winthorpe only. |

In Auguet negotiatione were orened up with the Skegness
Urban Distriet Council with the idea of the formation o a
Iﬁﬁt Isolation Hospital Board for the two Distriote. Lengthy
reports wers Drepared and submitted to both Couneils.
Unfortunstely the proposals did not fructify as in September
The Skegness Councll broke off negotiations, The need of an
Isolation Fospital still remairs and was very apparert during
the Diphtheria epildemies. If greater facilitles for isolation






had been Poseible no doubt many children would have escaped
the disease.

A moveable wooden shed standing ir the Workhouse grounds
could be used for Small Pox if taken down and re-erected in a
more isclated position.

There 1es no institutlonal provieslon for unmarried mothers,
1llegitimate infants and homeless children except the Spilsby
Union Irnfirmary. |

A Motor Ambulance belonging to the Joint Council of the -
British Red Crose Soclety ard the Order of St. Jc;lm iz eituated
at Spilsby and is available for all non-infeeticus and accident
cages, It can be used for infeut:;.mm cages 1f the Sanitary
Authority will be resporsible for the thorough disinfection
of the vehicle immediately after use.

IHE COUUTY TABORATORY
A laboratory for the bacteriological gxaminntinn of swabe
I-J:ld.- sputum has been in existence at Lincolr since 1912 under
the superintendence of Dr. Ashleigh Clegz the County Medical
Officer of Health,
During the year 144 swabs for the examination of the
Diphtheria Bacillus have been gent from this District.

In

The Staff conslsts of a Medical Officer of Health (part
time) and two Sanitary Inspectorse (whole time) ome living in
Spileby and the other in Burgh., The Sanitary Inspectors also
a&ct as Banitary Surveyore and Architects for the Housing
Schems.

WATER SUPPLY

"

The Parishes furnished with & water subply remaln the same






ag lact year and no ecomplaints have been received.

In the Fen portion of the District the Inmhabitants
depend for drinking purposes uvn ralnwater collected from the
roofe and stored in cisterns. Owing to the lack of rain
during the year an acute sghortage of drinkirg water was
experienced and the position was aggravated by the fact that
salt water gained entrance into the fresh water dykes with
which the Fen is intersected. Comsequently your Council,
acting on the advise of your Officials, made arrangements for
the haulage of a supply of pure drinking water to the
Parishes of Now Leake and East=Ville, taken from the mains of
the North Bast Lincolnshire Water Company at Spillsby. The
distribution of thls water commenced in April and contimued
throughout the year, the last supply belng on December 23.
Much time and consilderationhas been given by the Fen Water
Supply Commilttee with respect tc the provision of a pormansnt
mipylsr of good water to the Pen Parishes, and at the close of
the year negotiatione were Iin progress for the acquisition of
the North East Lincolushire Company's Works at Hundleby.

These negotiations have been successful, and an
Enginser will now be called in to advise the Couneil how
best to extend this eupply to the Pen portion of the District

The followlnz table shows scme of the work dons by the
Sanitary Inspectors during the year;-

lfo. of premlises lnspected on complaint 35
No. of premises inspected In commection with

Infectious Diseases 157
No. of premises inspected under periodical

inspection 587
Ho. of premises inspected (Housing Acts) 82
Total number of inspections and reinspections 3433
Cautionary or intimation notices given 191
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ttere remsdled se result of intlmation 359

Matters remedied as result of statutory noiilce 5
Summonsges gerved lione
DWELLING HOUSES,-
No., of representations msde to Local Anthority 36
Houmses premises &c, cleansed and repaired without

closure 85
Housee closgsed as unfit for human habitation 2
Houses demolished 8
Houses unfit hﬁ% 8t1ll occupiled 7
Cases of over=-crowding i
COWSHEDS § =
Ho, on the Reglster B9
No. of inspsctions 80
Contraventions of regulations 21
Contraventions remedied 21
DAIRIES AND MITXSOPS:-
Ho. on Regilster 89
Ho. of Inspectlons 89
Contraventions of regulations 1
Contraventions remedied -
BAEEHCUSES: =
No. in the Dietrict 38
No. of underground bakeshouses None
No. of inspections 35
Contraventions of Factory Acts &
Defectes remedled 6
SLAUGHTER HOUSES:~
No. on Register 24
No. of inspections 35






Contraventions of Bye-lawsa

Defects remedied

OFFRNSIVE TRADES;-

No, of premises in the Diastriot
No, of inespections
Contraventions of Bye-lawas

WATER SUPPLY:~

New wells sunk

Wells cleansed and repaired
Wells closed as polluted
New supplies providasd

No, of pamples analysed

CLOSETS:~
No. of houses with privy vaults

No. of houses with water closets

' No., of water closete substituted for pall clogets
No., of water closets repaired

DRATNAGE ;-
Drains examined, tested, exposed, &c.
* unstopped, repaired, trapped, &c.
Waete pipes disconnected
New so0ll pipes or ventilating pipes fixed
Existing soll pipes or ventilating pipes repaired
Drains reconstructed
Cesspools emptied and cleansed
Cesspools abolished

DISINFECTION: -
Rooms disinfected (Infectious dlseases)
L - (tuberculosis)

Hone

gwt@ﬂm

3669
933

106
72

14
21

16

103
32






HOUSE REFUSE;-

HNo, of bins substituted for ashpits 16

No. of complaints of non-removal 18

IUISANCES: -

Total mumber reported 221

Abated, Overorowding ]
. Accurmlation of refuse 27
- Foul ditches, ponde and stagnant water 9
o Foul pigs and other animals 11
y Dampness 18
" Yards re-paved or repaired 8
" Other muisarnces 143

UNSOUND __ FOCD

Twenty=four lbas. of Corned Beef was surrendersd amd a
Certificate of Unfltness was given to the owner,

The working of the Sewerage Scheme at Sutton-on=-Sea has
been let to a Contractor for a peried of five years, the
amount of the contract belng £500 a year for the first two
years and £450 per year for the remainder of the period.

Sanction has been obtained from the Minister of Eealth
for bringing into foroce on and after January 23 1922 Sections
89, 40, 41 and 42 of the Public Health Acta Amendment Act
1907 in the contributory places of Spilsbury, Hundleby,
Sutton-on=Sea, Wainfleet, and Winthorpe whereby the conversion
of privies into water closets will be greatly facllitated.

The Adoptive Acts and the Bye-Lawse remaln the same as

lest year.

HOUSING

During the year 34 houses have been erected by your

Council and 20 are in course of construction., Tenders were
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aleo received for 62 more houses but the work was not com-
menced before the whole scheme was abandoned by the Government
Besldes these 23 houses were bullt by the Lindsey County
Counecil on their Small Holdings Estate at East-Ville, and 13
by the Board of Agriculture and Flsheriesat Walnfleet St.
Mery, Twenty-slx houses have been erected by private enter-
prise 12 obtalining the Government subsidy.

I am afraid there are many old cottages in the distriet
that can scarcely be considered of a satisfactory standard;
but now that the Government has abandonsd such portiona of
the Housing amnd Town Plamning Act 1919 as relsates to asaisted
gchames and regulations mede thereunder, and the expenses of
building are still too high for unaided enterpriseo, the
housing problem will still remain very gravs.

The following table has been asked for by the linilatry
of Health;=-

Number of new houses erected during the year;-
(a) Total 96
(b) As part of a munielpal housing scheme 4
Unfit dwelling houses. Inspections
(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts) 248
(2) MWumber of dwelling houses which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing (Inspection of
Distriet) Regulations 1910, 8e
(3) Mumber of dwelling houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be
unfit for human habitation g
(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those
refarred to under the preceding sub-headings)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation 205
Remedy of Defects without service of formal Notlces
Number of defective houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Loeal Authority or
their Officers 184
Action under Statutory Powers

(a) Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing Town
Planning &c. Act 1919

5 §






(1) MNumber of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs 0

(8) MNumber of dwelling houses which were rendered
fit by owners
by Loeal Authority in defanlt of owners

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Closing Orders becams oPsrative in pursuance
of declarations by owners of intention to
cloge o

oo

(b) Proceedings under Publiec Health Acts
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remadied 10
(2) Number of dwelling houses in which defects
were remedied

a) by owmers 4
b) by Looal Anthority in default of owners 2
(¢) Procesdings under Sections 17 and 18 of the Housing
Town Flanning &c, Aot 1909
(1) HNumber of representations made with a view
to the making of Cloesing Orders 1
(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Closing Ordere were made 1
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Closing Ordera were determined the dwelling
houses having been rendered fit 0
(4) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made 0
(5) Murber of dwelling housee voluntarily de-
molished B

Difficulty has been experienced during the year in dealing
with a number of dirty houses occcupled by aged persons living
alone and totally unable to attend to elther their personal or
household cleanliness, Owing to age and infirmity some of them
have become so mentally deficilent that they do not realise the
dirty and verminous condition they are in, The 0ld Age Pension
1s often the only means of subelstence but yei amnll as it is
it appears to be sufficlent to eke out a ™living"™ and to
mainrtain, in some degree, independence. At present there is no
power to compel anyone living under these conditions to be
removed, yet these 0ld people are a danger both to themselves
and their neighbours, Since the passing of the 014 Age
Pensions Act, one of the objecte of which is the kaepiﬁg of ¢ld
peopPle out of the Workhouse, and the .avoidance of applyling for

Poor Law Relief, these cases have been on the lncrease.
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