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still below the average of the last ten years, and
that the nmumber of Births shows a still further
decrease.

Following the usual plan, the first part of my
report will treat of the infectious diseases that have
occurred during the year, together with the means
taken for preventing their spread; the second, of
the various sanitary works that have been accom-
plished ; and the third, of vital statistics.

EPIDEMIC DISEASES.

Mreastes.—This disease was very prevalent during
most of 1896 and the first half of 1897, since when
it seems to have disappeared from our midst. During
this period of eighteen months, Measles seems to
have travelled pretty well over the whole of the
district, and doubtless the number of persons at-
tacked was considerable, but owing to the non-
notifiability of this disease, this is a point which
does not admit of actual proof. 'The mortality was
I am glad to say small, as during 1896 no death was
registered, and there were only two during the first
six months of this year, one being in March and the
other in April. FEach victim was under two years
of age, a time of life when statistics prove the
disease to be especially fatal. Measles is very
infectious, more particularly during the first few
days of illness, and consequently an epidemic is
most difficult of prevention, matters being made
worse by the popular idea amongst mothers, that a
child must have the complaint sometime, and there-



5

fore the sooner the better. It is now a well estab-
lished fact that Measles is essentially a disease of
early life, and that by far the greatest number of
persons infected are under five, beyond which age
the liability to infection becomes diminished. Hence
it follows that every endeavour should be made to
guard the child against infection as long as possible,
for the greater the delay, not only the less the risk
of contracting the disease, but also the less the
danger to life if it should happen to be contracted.

ScarLer Fever.—It 1s gratifying to be able to
record a steady improvement in the incidence of this
disease, the number of notifications received being
the smallest since the passing of the Infectious
Diseases (Notification) Act eight years ago, and not
a single death being registered. Altogether 27 cases
were notified, and these were for the most part
concentrated in four limited and widely separated
localities. The first outbreak occurred in June in
Wainfleet Saint Mary, in two contiguous cottages
situated on the Fen-side of the parish. The second,
in July, in Toynton All Saints, where the type of
disease was especially mild, though the number
affected was 10. The third oceurred in October, in
Friskney Fen; and the fourth, in December, in East
Keal. This last outbreak bade fair to be the most
serious of the four, since the centre of dissemination
seemed to be the National School, to which a child
had returned while still in a condition to give off
infection. In this instance it was found necessary
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The severe epidemics of Typhoid Fever, which
have occurred during the past year at Maidstone
and King’s Lynn, have brought the subject of water-
supply prominently before the public, and with such
warnings before them it behoves every Sanitary
Authority to take a lesson, and make a careful
enquiry into the conditions of the water-supply of
the particular district under its care. I have already
alluded in this report to the mability to obtain good
drinking water for the large village of Friskney, and
some other villages in the same part of the district
often experience a like difficulty, especially during a
dry season. The subsoil of the fen district seems
to be devoid of potable water, and the people who
are obliged to live in such locality have to depend
either on soft water collected in cisterns, or on
water obtained from the drains which were some
years ago artificially made for the purpose of drain-
ing the land. Even both these sources of supply
are lable to fail during a dry season, and then
water, often of impure quality, has to be. fetched
from a considerable distance. From the Friskney
experiment it seems that water fit for drinking pur-
poses 1s not to be obtained by ordivary means in
this portion of the district, and it now becomes a
serious consideration how to make this large and
sparsely populated area more sanitary by the bring-
ing of pure water within the reach of the inhabitants.
Many of the wold villages are I am glad to say
naturally supplied, at a reasonable depth, with pure
water, and it must be the constant endeavour of
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your officials to try by remedying all sanitary
defects whenever discovered, to keep in a state of
purity what nature has so kindly supplied in abun-
dance and near at hand.

The town of Spilsby, standing as it does on a
sandy subsoil, is naturally blessed with a pure and
abundant supply of water, obtainable almost any-
where at a depth of from 10 to 20 feet. Unfortu-
nately the nearness of the springs to the surface
allows of the water being easily polluted, especially
too since old large midden privy vaults and faulty
brick drains were in days gone by pretty generally
constructed. Since the establishment of your
Authority many of these sources of pollution have
been done away with, for now no new large under-
ground receptacles for filth are allowed, and all
drains have to be laid in carefully cemented sanitary
pipes. By these means the source of recent pollu-
tion has been to a certain extent prevented; but
the cleansing of subsoil, which has been subject to
contamination for a considerable period,is a very slow
process. The houses of Spilsby being supplied for
the most part with separate wells, there is not much
fear of typhoid fever assuming an epidemic form
excepting through an infected milk supply, but
we are in constant danger of limited outbreaks, if
by chanece the excretion from a patient who has re-
cently suffered from the disease gains access to the
water supplying one of these wells. The only way
to prevent these outbreaks occurring is if possible
by obtaining a supply of pure water from some of


















