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of the disease. Shortly afterwards Whooping Cough
was heard of in the parishes of Eastville and New
Leake, and here too it was contracted from some
children from the fen part of Halton, who attended
the school which is common to the parishes of East-
ville and New Leake. During this epidemic one
infant died aged thirteen months.

DrparEERIA.—During the year 25 cases were
notified as Diphtheria, and of these 13 or more than
one half occurred in the town of Alford, the others
being located at Burgh, Winthorpe, Wainfleet, and
Skendleby. The Alford cases showed themselves
principally in the months of April and May, during
which time I received 9 out of the 13 notifications.
These cases were scattered over different parts of
the town, and were of varying ages, some being
children at school, and others adult persons. Two
of these 13 proved fatal. The disease never seemed
to put on very virulent characteristics, for although
in several instances there were many children
in the family, there were never more than two
affected in the same house. Of the remaining cases’
in other parts of the district, one was at Burgh and
one at Winthorpe ; but these were so isolated and
so mild as to call for no comment. Three were at
Wainfleet in an outlying part of the parish. It is
singular to relate that the house here was next door
to one in which six cases oceurred in March, 1894,
just thirteen months previous. This seems a long
time for the infection to have remained dormant, still
I can give no other explanation of the cause of this
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abated ; in two by enlargement of the house, and in

the others by the reduction of the number of
inmates.

I have analysed sixteen samples of drinking water
collected for analysis, and the results were that in
eleven cases the water was classed as good, in two
suspicious, and in three bad.

In December legal proceedings were taken against
a builder for erecting a building without giving
notice as required by the Bye-laws. He was fined
£1. 3s. 6d.

No complaint has been made to me of any offensive
trade being carried on, and no food unfit for the use
of man has been brought under my notice.

VITAL STATISTICS.

In 1895 the Births were 560, and the Deaths 337.
The Birth-rate was 22:96 per 1000, and is a slight
rise upon that of last year, but 1s still 229 below
the mean-rate of the last ten years 1885-1894. The
Death-rate was 13:82, and so maintained the
exceptionally low character of that of last year,
and is 1'85 below the mean-rate of the last ten
years. The average relation of Births to Deaths is
1'6 to 1; for 1895, 1'6 to 1.

The Birth-rate in England and Wales in 1895 was
30°3 per 1000 of the population, which, although
higher than the low rates in 1890 and 1894, is
lower than any other rate on record, and "9 per 1000
below the average rate of the last ten years.
















































