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REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1925.

GENTLEMEN,—

I beg to hand you my Report as Medical Officer of Health
for 1925.

B R s e e sae ror e e ne 10,284
Population,-1921 ... .. BN e 10700
Pnpulntmn, 1925 {Eatlmated} . 10.890
Number of Inhabited Houses, 192 JR 2,591
Number of Families or Separate Occupiers,
R o il oo sy aen sne oee 2,604
Rateable Value ... . Al BR3 OB4
Sum Represented by Penln l{ate o E130 158, 6d.

VITAL STATISTICS.
Dearir Rate. — The total number of Deaths from all
causes 1s 154—Males T4, Females 80.

This gives a Death Rate of 14 per 1,000 inhabitants.
Death Rate for England and Wales 1s 12-2.

15 reduced again., Total
Births in the area—Males 97, Females 102.

This gives a Birth Rate of 182 per 1,000 of population.
Birth Rate for England and Wales is 18-3.  During the vear
there were 14 illegitimate Births.

The following table gives the figures for vears 1921—5:
Year, Births.  Rate Deaths.  Rate Infant Deaths

per per per 1,000

1,000, 1,000. Births.
IR ot .. 128 ... 119 ... 76
S a2 .. 168 ... 16T ... 61
(R ol .. 133 ... 119 ... 48
CTE el .. 118 ... 109 ... 38
TR 82 . 164 ... 140 ... 0

The actual number of Deaths of infants under 1 vear was
14. None of the infants were illegitimate. Seven of these
were due to Congenital Deformity or Premature Birth. Three
were associated with the Alimentary System, and four were
due to Broncho-Pneumonia.



GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES IN
THE AREA.

The Local Authority maintain a small Hospital of eight
beds for isolating cases of infectious Fever.

During the vear the Council considered 1511& pl"ﬂ})lem of
improving the Hospital, and a small deputation visited the
Ministry of Health. Up to December, 1925, with the
exception of some minor improvements, no progress has been
made.

The Johnson Hospital is situated in the area, and is
available for the Treatment of Medieal and Surgical Cases.

The Poor Law Infirmary—67 beds—is in the District.
A small portion of it is reserved for Maternity Cases. This is
the only accommodation for these cases in the area.

AMBULANCE FACILITIES : —

(a) Horse Ambulance—the property of the Council—is
used for infectious cases.

(/) A Motor Ambulance is available for accidents and
non-infectious cases.

CriLp WeLFArE CenxTrRE (Consultaticn) is carried on by
Voluntary Committee, under the direction of the County
Council Health Authority.

Public Health Officers of the Local Authority:—
1. Medical Officer of Health (part time).

2. Sanitary Inspector (part time).

Proressiovar. Nursing 18 Home.—The Spalding Distriet
Nursing Association provides three Nurses who are engaged
in nursing maternity cases and general cases, with the
exception of infectious Fevers.

There are no facilities for nursing the latter class of case
at home,

The Association is a private one of Voluntary Workers,
and 1s not provided either by the County Council or the
Sanitary Authoritv. At present there are no financial
arrangements with the Local Authority, but I suggest that
the Council give this question their gemerous consideration,
as the Prevention of Illness enters largely into the work.

There are no Midwives practising in the area, apart from
the three provided by the Nursing Association.



LABORATORY WORK.

The Council are Subsecribers to the Clinical Research
Association, and in suitable cases have bacteriological
examinations made, and issue diphtheria antitoxin when
necessary.

List or Aporrive Acts, Bye-Laws, &c., 1x Force: —

Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890, Part 1.
Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890.
Private Street Works Act, 1892.
Public Health Act, 1875.
Sec. 80. Common Lodging Houses.
.. 1067. New Streets and Buildings.
., 167. Markets and Fairs.
., 169, Slaughter Houses.
Public Health (Interments) Act.
187, Sec. 2. Cemeteries,
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Warer.—The Water Supply 1s obtained from Artesian
Wells at Bourne. It is a pure drinking Water, and up to the
present there has been a constant and sufficient supply.

River WeLpanp.—This River runs through the town,
and receives a large quantity of unpurified Sewage from the
present Sewage Disposal Works. In addition a large number
of houses have their drainage discharging directly into the
River. Town Sewers also empty themselves into the River.
This pollution cannot be checked so long as the area is without
the means efficiently to dispose of its sewage.

DraixaGe axp SEwErAGE. — The problem of a complete
scheme for the Disposal of Sewage has engaged the attention
of the Council for manyv yvears. The urgent necessity of it is
so obvious that the only confroversy now is centred in finance.
During the past year steps have been taken by the Council,
which, it is hoped, may soon lead to a beginning of the work,
In the meantime the Scavenging Department 1s working under
great difficulties, which cannot go on indefinitely.

Croser AccomMopaTioN. — There are nearly 700 Pan
Closets in use. The Pans are emptied at regular stated
intervals. The work is done after 10 p.m., and the night air
15 filled with offensive smells, which intrude into the
bedrooms of those reckless enough to sleep with open windows
before the carts have passed.



ScaveENGING. — House and other refuse is collected and
deposited on an open space—as much as possible being
burned. This method is of the nature of a make-shift—the
only satisfactory way of dealing with the refuse is by means
of a Destructor.

Savitary InspecTioN or THE Area.—A large number of
Inspections were made during the year, and most defects were
remedied on receipt of an Informal Notice.

Ten Statutory Notices were given, and the nuisances
removed.

Housing.—It 1s impossible to measure accurately the
extent of the shortage of Houses. In an attempt to meet this
shortage the Council have erected, or will do so shortly, a
total of 92 houses.

In the meantime it is useless to take steps to prevent
minor degrees of overcrowding or to condemn houses which
fall short of the modern conception of what is fit for human
habitation.

HOUSING STATISTICS.
Number of new houses erected during the vear:—

{a) Total - oo ... o e al)
(h) With State assistance under the Housing
Acts:—
(1) By the Local Authority ... ... ... ... 20
(1) By other Bodies or Persons ... ... ... 28

1.—UxriTr DweELLING-HOUSES.
Inspection : —

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under PPublic Health or
Housing Acts) AR

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
inspected and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of Distriet) Regulations, 1910, or
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 none

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a
state so dangerous or injurious to health as to
be unfit for human habitation ... ... ... ... ... none

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
head) found not to be in all respects reasonably
fit for human habitation .... ... ... ... ... ... ... none
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